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In t roduct ion  

1. Tne o u t l i n e  given here is  based on information co l lec ted  during a mission i n  
November and DeoemSer 1974 t o  the  Sahel, i n  -the case oF1%negsl, A k l i ,  Upper + 

Volfa and Niger, and i n  the  case of Nigeria and Oamercon, on l e t t e r s  reoeived 
by X A  sec re t a r i a t .  

STAlUS OF TBE ROAD I N  DIFFLRfiNT CO-ES 

A. Condition of the scad i n  Senegal 

2. Three main sec t ions  may be dis t inguished between Dakar, a t  the weatern end 
of the road, and Nay6, on the f r o n t i e r  between Sene& and Mali. A l l  th ree  * sec t ions  a r e  pa r t  of Route Nationale 1 .  

Dakar-MalBme Hodar sec t ion  (276 lan) 

3. Lme road has bean completely asphal ted over thsee lanes  from Dakar t6 
Djam-Niadia (4u km) and over two lanee. from Djem-Niadia t o  M a l h  H o b  
(236 lan). 

Maleme Hodar-hbacounda sec t ion  (186 km) 

4. This is  an. all-weather l a t e r i t e  road. It is t o  be improved t o  ssphs l ted  
standard,  6 m wide. This work is  scheduled t o  s t a r t  the beginning of 1975 and 
is t.1 be c a r r i e d  ,W.  ?w: the.,.local . f  ism-of Manlad.0~ ... Sylla,. which is . previdine 
f inancing by means of a loan  of 3,OUO mil l ion  CFA francs. 

Tarnbacounda-Nay6 s e c t i o n . (  180. km) . . . 

5. This is an ea r th  road, but maintenance work has r e su l t ed  i n  all-weather 
p r a c t i c a b i l i t y ,  though with g rea t e r  d i f f i c u l t y  ,during the. rains.. 

6. A mission dispatched by the World Bank visi ted.Senega1 i n  November w1th.a 
view t o  a f e a s i b i l i t y  s tuuy of the road, which w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be ca r r i ed  out  
under the aegis  sf the Permanent Inter-State  Comai t teefor  Drought~Contml i n .  
the Sahel (CILSS). However, i t  seems t h a t  +he study is too l a t e  since the 
en,ineering s t u d i e s  f o r  t h i s  road have been decided upon; t h e  topo,raphical pmt, 
t o  be c a r r i e d  put  .~~:..SUGEC_I,FD+I~~AP,, . w i l  1.. ?ommeen%?. very .&.o,rtl~.: Finawing has 
been ensured a s  a par t  of the financing f o r  the  Maleme-Hodar-Tambsaounda road; 
the geotechnical s tud ie s  (analyses and f i e l d  e t a d i e s )  w i l l  be ca r r i ed  out  under 
the  nat ional  budget b y  the Building and.PublicW4rks Laboratory (~~193)': of t h e  . 

Mlnistry of Public Works. A decis ion on the improvement of the  road w i l l  be 
. . .  . . .  ....:.. ................. taken upon completion of the s tudies .  - . . . . . . . .  .. 

B. . Condition of the road i n  Mali 

7. I n  X a l i  the  m a d  passes  through Nay6, Kayes, S B ~ a l a ,  Sandar6, Nioro du Sahel, 
Kolokani, Barn Ao, Bougouni, Ni6na and Sikasao. _ hro s e c t i o n s  may be dist,inguished, 
one t o  the e a s t  and one t o  the west of Bamako. 



Nsy6-Bamako sec t ion  (788 h) 

'8 .  m e  Nay6-Kayes-Nioro du Sahel-Kolokani-Bamako road runs,  f o r  788 km. I n  
general  t h i s  i s ' a  bare ly  improved ea r th  road which, a p a r t  from the  Kolokani- 
Bamako s e c t i o n  (124 km), is d i f f w u l t  t o  use, e spec ia l ly  during the r a iny  season. 
Various s tud ie s  bear ing on a number of  s ec t ions  of t h i s  road have been c a r r i e d  
out. 

9. A t  the  t h i r d  meeting between the l?cans-African Highways Bureau and the  
indus t r i a l i zed  countr ies ,  he ld  a t  Addis Ababa fpom- 6 te.8-li6vembe~ 1974, since 
f i p o e ,  the Federal Republic of Germany, I t a l y  and the United Kingdom had 
ind ica ted  a des i r e  t o  a s s i s t  with a f e a s i b i l i t y  study of the road junction 
( 6 t o i l e  rou t i8 rb )  a t  Nioro du Sahel, ECA expressed the wish t h a t  an i n i t i a l  
meeting should be held between representa t ives  of the four  count r ies  i n  order  t o  
determine the  nature of the cont r ibu t ion  each would be prepared t o  make towarde 
the study. Subsequently a second meeting would be he ld  a t  the i n i t i a t i v e  of ECA 

* 
and m & h t  r e s u l t  i n  the establishment of a p l ~ n  of operat ion comprising a l l  the  
s tages  of s t u d i e s  necessary preparatory t o  road construction. l b a t  second ' 

meeting might be attended by representa t ives  of EDF, UNDP and the World Bank as 
well as representa t ives  of the  four  count r ies  involved. 

10. lb date  ECA has not been informed t h a t  the f e r a t  o f  these meetings has 
been held an@ is therefore  waiting before convening the  second. 

Bamako-Boumuni-Sikasso-border with Upper Volta s e c t i o n  (419 kml 

I. Apart from a s t r e t c h  of about 45 km between Sikasso and Koloko, on the 
border with Upper Volta, t h i s  road is f u l l y  improved and asphal ted ( t h a t  is, 
over 374 km) 

C. Condition of  the road i n  UP& Volta 

12. The road runs f o r  883 Jan, t h a t  is, 484 km between the Mali border and 
Ouagadou,ou and 399 km from Cluagadougou t o  the border with Niger. The road, whioh * 
is f u l l y  improved and asphal ted over only 140 km, may be subdivided i n t o  seven 
sec t ions ,  which a r e  described below. 

Koloko ( ~ a l i  border) - Orodara-Bobo Dioulasso , s e c t i o n  (128 km) 

13. This i s  an ea r th  road; a study covering the Orodara-Bobo Dioulasso 
m o t i o n  (76 km) was ca r r i ed  out  i n  19651966 with EDF financing. 

Bobo Dioulasso-Hound6 sec t ion  ( 105 km) 

14. ?his is another e a r t h  road, with a wearing course i n  se l ec t ed  l a t e r i t e .  
The study including the execution phase financed by IDA is nearing completion. 

Hound&%koinsB s e c t i o n  (191 km)' 

15. This i s  an ea r th  road with a ' s e l e c t e d  l a t e r i t e  layer.  The Federal Republia 
of Germany is prepared t o  f inance the s tud ies ,  which a r e  i n  p r inc ip l e  planned 
t o  s t a r t  a t  the beginning of 1975. 
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Sakoins6-Ouamdougou sec t ion  ( 6 0  icm).. . . . . .  . . .  

16. . lZle engineering s t u d i e s  financed by EDF f o r  the irnprovemeht of t h i s  road, 
which a t  p resent  ha.s a l a t e r i t e ,  wearing course; a r e  nearing completion. 
Upper V d t a  hopes t o  obta in  f inancing f o r  the const'ruction work un&r the ,  four th  
EDF ionvent ion. 

. . 

i)uagadougou-Koupela s e c t i o n  (137 km) 

17. I n  1971-1972 t h i s  road was improved t o  modern-geometrical standards, with an 
asphal ted 6 m pavement, a s  a r e s u l t  of EDF financing. 

KoupBla-Fads N'Gourma sec t ion  (88 km) 

18. A t .  present t h i s  is an e a r t h  road of poor p rac t i cab i l i t y .  Enkineering 
s t u d i e s  f o r  i ts  improvement have r ecen t ly  been ca r r i ed  out by the I t a l i a n  
consul tan ts  Technital with EDF financing. 

Fada N'Gourma-Kantchari-border w i t h  Niger s ec t ion  (174 km) 
.. . . , . ~... 

19. This is an ear th  road, ba re ly  improved, with poor spec i f ica t ions  and 
i r r e g u l a r  surface.  'Maintenance i s  d i f f i c u l t  and expensive. USAID provided . 
f inance o r  a f e a s i b i l i t y  study, t o  the ex ten t  of  $US 200,000 and the s tudy 
was c a r r i e d  out  by Wilbur Smith and Associates i n  1970. The study concluded 
that,  a s ing le - l ane  (3.5 m wide) asphalted road wt>uld be economic. The coa t  
o f  the r e l evan t  improvement work was estimated a t  $13 mill ion.  However, Upper 
Vol ta ,  which contested the r e p o r t ' s  co2iclusions submitted t o  the Afrioan 
Dsvelopent  Bank (ADB) a request  f o r  add i t iona l  f inancing of $3 mil l ion  i n  
o r d e r . t o  cons t ruc t  a 6 m wide asphalted road. Agreement i n  pr inc ip le  m e  
obtained from AIlB when USAIDwithdrew. 

20, Accordingly, the e n t i r e  f i n a n c i q , f o r  the improvement of the Pada N'OWY- 
Niger bprder Gonina) road remains t o  be  found, 

a D. Condition of the road i n  Niger 

21. I n  Niger the road runs f o r  907 km - 123 km from the Upper Volta border 
(Gouina) t o  Niamey and 784 km from Mamey t o  J ib iya ,  on the NigerNiger ia  border. 
B e  road is generally i n  good'condxtion, being e i t h e r  as$halted o r  l a t e r i t e  
surface9 o r  cur ren t ly  being a s ~ h a l t e d .  Four main,sectlons may be distinguisheda 

Gouina (upper Volta border') - Nlamey sec t ion  (123 km) 

22. This is a sec t ion  of the Fada N'Gourma-Nlamejr road which was the subjec t  of 
a f e a s i b i l i t y  study financed by USAID and c a r r i e d  out  by Wilbur Smith and 
Associates i n  1970. Financing f o r  improvement work has y e t  t o  be found. 

Ni'amey-~osso sec t ion  (140 km) 

23. .This road has been f u l l y  improved and asphal ted through EDF financing. 



Dosso-Birni Nkonni-Guidam-Rondji s e c t i o n  (540 km) 

24. .Asphalting of the Dosso-Guidam Rondji, which was planned a s  a pa r t  of 
improvement work on the Naamey-Zinder road with EDF f inancing of 24.8 mi l l i on  
u n i w  o f  account (second EDF convention and a l loca t ions  under the  t h i r d  EDF 
convention), is proceeding smoothly; the work on the Dosso-Birni Nkonni s e c t i o n  
(282 lan) is under way and work on the B i rn i  Nkonni-Guidam Rondji (258 km) has  
been completed. 

Guidam Rondji-Maradi-Jibiya (104 km) 

25. This i s  a single-lane asphal ted mad. 
. . 

E. Condition of the road i n  N i m r i a  ' ' '  ' ' ' .. 

26. I n  Nigeria between J ib iya  and Maiduguri the road passes through Katsina, 
ICano, Kari and Beni Sheik, running f o r  790 km. The condi t ion o f  the road i n  
Nigeria may be described a s  follows: 

* 
Jibiya-Maiduguri s ec t ion  (790 irm) 

27. This road ,  which has  br.en f u l l y  aephalted, is c u r r e n k y  undergoing . . 

recons t ruc t ion  o r  improyement work. The following work on t h i s  s ec t ion  is 
i n  progress o r  h a s b e e n  completed: 

(a )  .Jibiya-Kat~irpa (42 km): Reconstruction t o  asphal ted standard with a 
width of  7.32 mi with 1.53 m shoulders, has been completed. Reconstruotion of the  
br idge a t  J i b i y a  w i l l  be completed i n  May 1976. 

w (b) Katsina - 95, km a f t e r  hano (273 km): Reconstruction of an asphal ted 
road with a 7.32 m pavement and 1.53 m t o  2.75 m shoulders has been completed. 

-I . .  
( c )  99 km a f t e r  Kano - Kari (180 km): Reconstruction has been completed, 

except f o r  a s t r e t c h  of  8 km, which w i l l  be reoonstructed by January 1976. . 

(d) --Beni Sheik (225 km): The road has an- asphal ted pavement of m 
3.67 m, but f e s s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  f o r  improvement t o  a 7.52 m road with 2.75 m 
shoulders  have been completed. En6iIIeering s tud ie s  and cons t ruc t ion  a r e  
envisaged under the Third National IWelopment Plan, 19751980. 

( e )  Beni sheik-~aiduguri6'0 Irm) R e c o n s t m t c ~  d an asphal ted koad of 7.3 2 m 
pavement with 2.75 m shoulders has been completed. 

.Maiduguri-Cameroon border s ec t iqn  

28. &om Maiduguri Nigeria favours the route  i'taidu~i-Gambaru-bIaltam-KoussBri- 
NdjamBna, t h a t  is, a length of 235 km, 133 km i n  Bigeria and 102 km i n  Cameroon, 
while Cameroon prefers  the route  Maiduguri-Bama-Nora-Waza-Maltam-Kouss6ri9 
giving 355 km, 115 i n  Nigeria and 242 i n  Cameroon. mese  two s t r e t c h e s  share  the 
sec t ion  from hlaltam t o  Kouss6ri (30 km). Cameroon argues t h a t  the road i n  
Cameroon i a  improved over 172 km and being improved f o r  the 68 remaining km. 
Since a f i n a l  decis ion h3s not ye t  been a r r i v e d  a t ,  the  road includes two 
a1 ternat ives .  



29. The two a l t e r n a t i v e s  may be described a s  followsr 
. . . . .  . .  

(a') "'Northern alt&riative: Maid~-i-Gambaru (133 kml. The' pe8er r t  road is 
an e a r t h  road, and p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  is mod. It has been decided t o  cons t ruc t  i t  
a s  a 7.32 m asphal ted road with 2.75 m shoulders. The cont rac t  f o r  the work has  
a l ready  been signed and completion of the work i s  expected i n  December 1978. 

. .. - - .(-b). . .Ssuthern alte,rnative.: - ~ a ~ d ~ i - ~ a m a - C a m s r ~ o n .  b.order. c1..15 lan). Sixty- 
nine km of the road a r e  asphal ted,  a s  f a r  a s  Bama; the remaining 46 lan a r e  
e a r t h  road, bu t  improved. . . . . . .  . . 

F. Condition o f  'the road i n  Cameroon 

30. The Gambaru-Maltam-Chad border route  runs f o r  1 ~ 2  km. It i s  an e a r t h  road. .. - 
31. Ihe route  through Nora and Waza is  240 km long and may be divided i n t o  

e th ree  'sections:  

( a )  Nigerian border-Mora (38 km) 

32. Engineering s t u d i e s  f o r  the recons t ruc t ion  of a road with a 7.5 m asphal ted 
pavement have been en t rus ted  t o  the German company DIWI. The repor t  was expected 
i n  January 1975. 

(b)  Nora-Waza-Maltam ( 172 km) 

33. This wholly improved road has a 7.5 m asphal ted pavement. 

(c )  Maltam-KoussBri ( 3 0  km) 

34. Engineering s tud ie s  f o r  the recons t ruc t ion  of a road with a 7.5 m asphal ted 
pavement have been en t rus ted  t o  the German company DIWI. The repor t  was expected 
i n  January 1975. 

G. Condition of the road i n  Chad 

35. I n  Chad the only l i n k  which remains t o  be made is the croesing of the Chari. 
A f e a s i b i l i t y  s tudy had been ca r r l ed  out  on t h i s  problem, r e l a t i n g  t o  the 
replacement of the present  45 ton f e r r ,  with a bridge. Cameroon and Chad have 
s t a t e d  t h e i r  agreement t o  the  construct ion of  a bridge a t  a loca t ion  y e t  t o  be 
determined. 

., . 
36. A t  the  meeting held by the  Trans-African Highways Bureau with the  indus t r i a l -  
i zed  count r ies  i n  Addis Ababa from 6 t o  8 November 1974, the representa t ive  of 
I t a l y  r e fe r r ed  to  the p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  I t a l i a n  technical ass i s tance  might 
consider f inancing the eng inee r iw  s t u d i e s  required i n  connexion-with the 
bridge over the Chari between Fort  Foureau and Nd~amena, p r o v i b d ,  of course, 
t h a t  the count r ies  concerned.agreed and t h a t  the f inancing needed t o  complete 
the  work on the  bridge became ava i lab le  wi th in  a reasonable time (see 
E/CN. I~/TRANS/I 20, paragraph 48). 



Country 

... . , . . . ... . 
Asphalted 

' ' ' 

o r  being Improved u+& 
aaphal ted e a r t h  proved, , 

Route Total  (BA) road road . . 

. . . ~. . , . . . . .. . . . . , . . . . , . - . . . .  . . . .  . 

276 km Senenal . . ~ a k a r - ~ a l b m e - ~ a d a r  
Ma1 he-Hodar- Tambacounda 276 186 186 km (BA) 
Tambacounda-Nay6 180 - 180 

642 . 4 6 2 k m  . . . . 7 
I 

Hali - Nay6-Bamako 788 124 km 664 lop 
Bamako-Sikasso 3 74 374 km 
Sikasso-Upper Vol t a  border 2 - - 

1 207 374 km 
Ah 

1 2 4 b  709km 
Mali border-Bobo Dioulaseo 1 28 176 km 52 km 
Bobo Dioulasso-Hound6 105 . 105 km 
Hound6-SakoinsB 19 1 191 km 
Sakbins&Ouagaclougou 60 60 km 
0uagadougou-KoupBla 137 137 km 88 km 
Kou~Bla-hda N' Gourma 88 88 km 
~ a d a  NJGourma-Niger border - - 

432 km 314 km 
Upper Volta border-Niamey 123 123 
Niamey-Dosso 149 140 km 
Dosso-Guidam Rond ji 540 282 km (BA) 

258 km 
Guidam Rondji-Jibiya 

Nineria 

I 
Jibiya-Maiduguri 790 790 

a Maiduguri-Gambaru 133 I33 km 
b Maiduguri-Bama 69 69 

Bama-Cameroon border A? 
179 

V i a  Gambaru 
Via Bama 

Cameroon (a) Via Gambaru 
Gambaru-Chad border 1~12 

(b) Via Mora and Waea 
N i  mria border-Mora 38 
~o;a-ikl tam 
Maltam-KoussBri 

Via Gambaru 

Cameroodhad A f e r r y  has t o  be replaced by a bridge. 

Via Gambaru 



NOUAKCHOTT-L4 GOS HIGHWAY 
. .. . . . . . . . . . . ,  , 

In t roduc t ion  

37. The rou te  f o r  the Nouakchott-Lagos highway has y e t  t o  be defined between 
Kaolack i n  Senegal and Conakry., the c a p l t a l  of Guinea. !here a r e  two reasons: 
f i r s t l y ,  t he  pa r t i c ipan t s  a t  the flrst meeting of the Co-ordlnating Committee 
f o r  the  highway, held a t  Nlamey from 14 t o  16 January 1974, expressed the wish 
t h a t  a c o a s t a l  alternative t o  the hlghway passlng throu,h Guinea-Bissau should 
be considered f o r  adoptlon when the p o l l t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  country 
permitted$ secondly, Gulnea, which w a s  not  represented a t  the Niamey meeting, 
b u t  subsequently welcomed an ECA mission, has not ye t  announced i t s  pos i t ion  
a s  to  the rou te  of the highway across  Guinea. 

38. Since t h a t  meeting Guinea-Bissau has  become independent and the Government 
of Senegal, i n  accordance with the wish of the  meetirig, has proposed two poss ib le  
rou te s  across  i t s  t e r r i t o r y .  The first rou te ,  which has been granted p r i o r i t y  
s t a t u s ,  passes through ;hakart Go lack ,  Nioro du Rip, keur Ayip, Farafenni, 
SBnoba, Boukilind, Ziguinchor and Mpak t o  reach Saint  Doming0 i n  Guinea-Bissau; 
the  second . route  leaves  the first a t  Kaolack and from there  i t  continues t o  
'Pambaoounda and pas ses  through Dialakot'o, Xako, KBdou&au and Fongolimbi on the  , 
Senegal-Guinea border. This second route  was s e t  as ide  a t  the Niamey meetizw, 
at the reques t  of The Gambia which was seeking t o  hzve i ts t e r r i t o r y  cro.smd 
by .the Trans-West A f r i c a n  Highway, i n  favour of a rou te  t o  be defined between 
SBnoba, on the Senegal-The Gambia border, Boukiling and KBdougou, which would 
be loca ted  e n t i r e l y  wi th in  t he  Casamance reg ion  i n  southern Senegal. Bowever, 
it should be pointed out  t h a t  i n  th%s fo re s t ed  a rea  there  i s  n o t  a d i r e c t  
improved rou te  s imi la r  t o  the two rou te s  proposed by the Government o'f. SeiIe&al 
and, moreover, the first rou te  proposed does c ross  The Gambia. . 
39. The present  document c o n s t i t u t e s  a s t a t u s  repor t  on the Xouakchott-Lagos 
highway and a study of the two possible  rou te s  i n  Senegal, the  Gambia, Guinea- 
Bissau and Guinea and is designed t o  enable the members of t h e  Co-ordinating 
Committee t o  eva-luate the  two rou te s  and s e l e c t  an i t i n e r a r y  f o r  th'e trans- 
West African c o a s t a l  highway through these four  countries. It should be noted 
t h a t  Al te rna t ive  I crosses  the  four  count r ies  between Kaolack and Conakry (Sene&, 
the Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea), while Al te rna t ive  I1 crosses  ne i the r  the  
Gambia nor Guineau-Bissau. 

S t a tus  of the  highway i n  d i f f e r e n t  count r ies  

A. Condition of the highway i n  bIauritania 

4u. The road from Nouakchott t o  Rosso on the northern bank of the Senegal r i v e r  
runs  f o r  204 km. This two-lane asphal ted road was constructed i n  1970-1971. 

41. The Senegal r i v e r  is  crossed from Rosso t o  Ross BBthio by a 40 ton  fe r ry .  
However, as p a r t  of its plans  f o r  the development of the Senegal r i v e r  va l ley ,  
the  Urganieation f o r  the Development of the Senegal River (OFIVS) has planned the 
construot ion of a dam a t  Diama, which would make it  possible  t o  c ross  the  r i v e r  
st t h a t  point. 
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B. Condition of the hillhway i n  Senegal 

42. I n  Senegal the two routes  proposed involve a common sec t ion  of 552 km I 
L 

f r o m  Ross BBthio, opposite Rosso on the Senegal River, t o  Kaolack, passing 
through Dakar. This s ec t ion  i s  f u l l y  asphal ted over two lanes ,  and over t h ree  
lanee f o r  some s t re tches .  

43. The first a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  the route  Kaolack-Farafenni-ZiguinchOr-Mpak, which 
runs f o r  265 km, including 16 km i n  the Gambia, and is f u l l y  asphal ted from 
Kaolack t o  the border with Guinea-Bissau.. The route  includes two f e r r y  c r o s s i n g q  
the first a t  Farafenni i n  the Gambia and the second a t  Ziguinchor i n  the  
Casamance. Preliminary s t u d i e s  h2.w been c a r r i e d  out  f o r  the  construct ion o f  a 
bridge over the Gambia a t  Farafenni, but no decis ion hag y e t  been taken f o r  its 
oonstruction. A s  f o r  the bridge a t  Siguinchor, the first s tone was l a i d  i n  
December 1974 and construction, which is  being financed by the  European 
Ibvelopaent Fund (EDF) has begun. 

44. Once these s t ruc tu res  have been b u i l t ,  the  highway w i l l  be completely 
improved between Nouakchott i n  Mauritania and the Senegal-Guinea-Bissau border. 

e 
45. Alternative 11, the route  v ia  Kaolaqk, Tambaoounda, Dialakoto, K6dougou and 
Fongolimbi, i s  asphalted f o r  the 87 km from Kaolack t o  Maleme' Hodar. Reoonetruo- 
t i o n  workj- including asphal t ing,  wereenvisaged from the beginning of 1975 on 
the  s&t ions  Mal'eme Hodar-Tambaoounda (186 km) and !Cambaoounda-Dialakoto (70 km), 
Financing had been secured and the contractor  selected.  

i .  . 

C. , Condition of the highway i n  Guinea-Bissau 
. . 

I 46. only A l t e r n a t i v e ' I  c rosses  Guinea-Bissau. The road runs f o r ,  498 km from . . -4 
Llpak, on the  border with Senegal, t o  Cassine, on the border with Guinea. Acoording 
t o  i n f o m a t i o n  ava i lab le  t o  ECA, 175 km a r e  asphal ted and 323 km a r e  e a r t h  r o a b  1 

. :; 

I). Condition of the highway i n  Guinea . . 

47. A s  explained above, there  a r e  two a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  f a r  a s  Conakry: t h e f i r s t  
is' the  extension of the ' route  Ziyuinchor-Saint Domes-Bassau-Cassh, 'which i n  
Guinea 'passes through Papaya, Bokt5, Boffa and Coyah apd runs f o r  372 km from the a 
border t o  Coyah, o r  391 km from the border t o  Conakry. ' Information as 'to' the  
present condi t ion of the road is  not ava i l ab le  t o  ECA. ' According t o  the  Michelin 
road map, t h i s  road i s  e n t i r e l y  an e a r t h  road, except f o r  a 16-km s t r e t c h  above 
Coyah. The second a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  the rodd which had -provis ional ly  been sekect'ed 
by the Niamey meeting and passes through Fongolimbi, Nali ,  Lab& Mamou and Coyah. 
' h i e  627-km road i s  asphal ted over 587 km. It has been decide& t o  .proceed 
with the cons t ruc t ion  of the 40 km before the Senegal border. 

48. From Conakry t o  Pamelap on the border with S ie r r a  Leone, the se lec ted  rou te  
is.common t o  both alternatives. It runs f o r  145 km, including 94 km from Coyah 
to'Pamelap. The road is  asphal ted apa r t  from the l a s t  1 .  km before the S i e r r a  
Leone border. 

E. Condition of the highway i n  S ie r r a  Leone 

49. Ihe  road i n  S ie r r a  Leone runs from Pamelap, iiange (pronounced " ~ a w y " ) ,  
Milo 47 ( a t  the juncture of the Freetown road, which, on the new road, is 53 km 



t 
f r o m  beetown),  Bo, Kenema, ~ i m m & & L ~ a & o  1t . :$s-41~ I&, long and.may 
divided i n t o  three sect ions,  a s  follows: 

( a )  Pamelap-Mange (45 km) 

This sec t ion  is  a tr&ck i n  poor condition. A t  Nange the r i v e r  is 
orossed by an old f e r ry ,  which is being raplaced by a br idge financed and 
c o ~ t r ~ o t e d  by China. X t  Kambia there  i s  another crossing by ferryboat ,  
which is  > l s o  t o  be replaced within the next th ree  years with f inancing by . 
China. . , 

. . " ,  
(b) Mange - Mile 47 - Bo (244 k m l  . . 

!be road was recen t ly  reconstructed and the 21u km betweenPortoLoko 
and Bo a reaspha l t ed .  The 34-km s t r e t c h  between Mange andPar-kohko is r a t h e r  
badly d e t e r i o r a t e d a n d  there  a r e  plans t o  r ebu i ld  i t  en t i r e ly .  me 45-kr~ s e c t i o n  a between P&melap,,apd Zange w i l l  a l s o  be reconstructed a f t e r  the  br idges a t  Mange 
and Kirmbia have  been completed; 

(c )  Bo-Potorc-Fairo (121 km) 

The 113 km e a r t h  road between Bo and .&"air. is kept i n  good repa&, - 
bu t  the e a r t h  road from Fai,ro t o  the border ( the  Mano ~ i v e r )  i s  not a good road. 
%ere &re plans t o  bu i ld  a bridge over the Mano River. Bidding w a s  c lo sed  at .  
the  end of May 1974. Ihe'Government of S i e r r a  Leone is  considering askiny;. the 
World' Bank (IBRD) f o r  ass i s tance  iti financing the s t u d i e s  o n  t h i s  road and its 
subsequent construction. . . 

.... . . 

F. Condition of the highway i n  Liber ia  

50. Since Liber ia  would be in t e re s t ed  i n  a .  route.  which c rosses  its. %@@&tory - 
along the. coas t  between Konrovia and Plibo, passing through Buchanan, Cess Bay, 
Greenville and Barclay Vil le ,  wh'ich represents  an ext6nsion of the lhbota-5an 
Pedro-Abidjan road under construct ioh i n  Ivory Coast, the  Co-ordinatWgCommittee 
might examine the p o s s i b i l i t y  of adopting such a route  a s  a second a l t e rna t ive .  

. . .  '" . . . . . . .  ,. . 
: . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - . . . . .  

51. The r + p m e n t .  which was se lec ted  by the Niamey meeting runs fo r  574 km f r o m  
the  border with S ie r r a  Leone (Hano r i v e r )  to the border with t h e  'IroYf C 0 ~ 6 t r  It 

. . .  
comprises .f& aain'.sections': 

. . 

( a )  R ive rKl6  (80.5 km): The road is a marked t rack  from the .Mano 
River t o  Tieni (9.5 km) and then a first c l a s s  l a t e r i t e  road recent ly  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  reconstructed over 71 km. . . , , '  , . , . . . . ... . ... ....... -- . -, . 

.... 
.(b) .~l~-h.l&&ovia' (51.5 km): m e  Poad i s  .of  poor i ~ i a l i t ~ i .  l a t e r i t e  f o r  42 km 

between K16 and Tubman Bridge and fi-om there  t o  Nonrovia it is a f i r s t  c l a s s , '  
asphal ted road. 

(c) Monrovia-Cmnta (284 km): The road compises  f i r s t l y  an asphal ted 
sec t ion  over 140 km, f o r  which a f e a s i b i l i t y  study financed by IXRD with a view to 
upgrading is  planned and then a sec t ion  of improved l a t e r i t e  over 144 km, on which 
s tud ie s  a r e  under way f o r  improvement of the alignment and asphalting. 

(d)  Ganta-Tapeta-Ivory Coast border (158.5 kmb lhis is a l l  e a r t h  road, b u t  
the sec t ion  from Tapeta t o  the  Ivory Coast border (52 km) is  i n  improved l a t e r i t e .  



t 
G. Condition o G & e  highway i n  the Ivory Coast 

52. !be Ivory Coast Government, which was not  represented a t  the  first meeting 
of the Co-ordinating Committee, gave its agreement i n  a l e t t e r  t o  the s e l e c t i o p  
of the  ToulBpleu-Daloa-Yamoussoukroulboisao-0ha border route  a s  the sec t ion  of  
the  Trans-West African highway i n  the Ivory Coast. 

53. I n  the Ivory Coast, the  road may be divided i n t o  three  main sections. The 
first from the  Liberian border t o  k l o a  is a good l a t e r i t e  road of 264 lan, 
passable i n  a l l  weathers; the second which runs from Daloa t o  Aboisso and which 
passes through Yamoousoukroand Abidjan is  a 528-km two-lane asphal ted road; the  
t h i r d  which runs 75 km from Aboisso to  the border with Ghana is a barely improved 
ea r th  road. The en,ineering s tud ie s  f o r  the construct ion of t h i s  road a r e  
our ren t ly  being executed. 

54. It should a l so  be noted t h a t ,  as a p a r t  of the development of the southern 
a rea  of  the Ivory Coast, the  Government is  cu r ren t ly  cons t ruc t ing  an Abidjan-San 
Pddro-TabowLiberia border-Plibo road. This road, which is  nearer to the  coast ,  
i s  shor te r  than the one adopted by the Niamey meetin6 and a l s o  o f f e r s  a b e t t e r  

a 
alignment. 

H. Condition of the h i~hway  i n  Ghana - 
55. I n  Ghana the road, which passes through Half-Assini, h i m ,  W o r a d i ,  Cape ' 

Coast, Accra, Dswa, Sagakope and Denu, runs f o r  608 km. The first sec t ion  from 
the border t o  Half-Assini i s  an 11-km na tu ra l  e a r t h  road. The sec t ion  Half 
Assini-Axim (93 km) which i s  asphalted only over about 13 km t o  the west of Half 
Assini  is over 83 km a n  improved ea r th  road a s  f a r  a s  Axim. Fkom h i m  t o  the  
Togo border, t h a t  is over 504 km, the road is  asphalted over two lanes. 

I. Condition of the h i b w a y  i n  Tom 

56. I n  'Pogo the road is an all-weather asphal ted road. It i s  50 km long and 
passes through Aflao, Lome and Hi l l a  Gondji. 

J. Condition of the  highway i n  Dahomey a 
57. I n  Dahomey the road i s  165 km long and passes through Grand Popo, duidah, 
Cotonou, Porto Novo and SakBtB. It is asphal ted from the Togo border t o  Porto 
Novo (127 km) and i s  an e a r t h  road, bu t  improved, f r o m  Porto Novo t o  the Nigerian 
border. 

Condition of the highway i n  Nigeria K* --- 
58. I n  Nigeria, the road i s  100 lan long. It passes through Idiroko, Otta and 
Ik6ja  and ends a t  Lagos. It is  a completely asphalted road which i t  is planned 
t o  upgrade because of very heavy t r a f f i c .  
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b le  - ~. 

a - 2  

4 ,.. 
. . ........... - - . . .  -- .....-... <_., -_: :, .... . . . . . .  Unim- 

. . .  -LspBaXted. . Improved proved 
Sec t i o w  'Total road roak road Country 

. . . .  ................. . ..-. . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . .  - 
~ ~ ~ & c h ~ t t - ~ o s s ' o  ' ' .  " . 204 -- . .  204 : . . . ' .  .-. 

95 95 - - senegal Ross BBthio-Saint Louis . . .  
268 26 8 - - Sain t  Louis-Dakar 
189 189 - - Dakar-Kaolack 

Alternat ive v i a  Bissau (1) 

85 85  - - Kaolack-Farafenni 
16 16 - - Faraf enni-Soma 

1 64 164 - - Soma-Ziguinchor-ldlwk . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
~ l t & & t i v e .  v i a  i(6&o~goli (11) 

273 87 - Knolaok-Tarnbounda 
Tarnb'acounda-KBdou'gou 23 3 10 

;a$ - 
39 - 

' . KBdougou-Fongolimbi 39 - . -: ,. . . . . .  

.Totals Senem1 ............ . . .  . . . .  . . . . . .  
817 - 

. . by a l t e r n a t i v e  I 
1 097 649 - by a l t e r n a t i v e  11 

. . ~ .  Guinea- . - ... ,L. . .,. ,<.. 
L-C 128 ' 50 7 8  _ 

B ~ ~ ~ Y .  ., . . Mpak+St.~mingcs-Bissau . .  
. . . . . . .  370 125 - 245 - (alte? ~issau-Gassine 

498 175 3 23 - 
nat ive I) Totals . ~ 

Guinea - . . - There a re  2 a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  
. . . .  ... f a r  as Coyah a t  51 km f r o m  . . . . . . . . .  - -. 

. .  - . . . . .  Ootiakry; .the .road. does not .. ... 
80 50 Conakry 

Alternat ive v i a  Bissau (I) 
372 16 , . . - Cassine-Papaya-Coyah 356 

............ . . . . . .  . .  Alternat ive v i a .  KBdoumU (11) 
. . . . . . . .  577 537 . . .  40 - 

sec t ion  common t o  the two 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ..... . . . . .  ......... 84 10 - coyah-parneiap . .  .-. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  -. 

. Totals Guinea 
. . ,  Alterna t ive  I 4 66 100 10 356 

67 1 621 50 * Alternat ive 11 

' . , ,  ..... -. .___. . ,_._,I 
. . .  1/ Construction w a s  due t o  commence i n  January '797%. ...... ......... . . . . . .  

Construction from 'Pambacounda t o  Dialakoto (70 km) is a l s o  planned. 



Freetown but to the point 
known as "Mile 47" located 
5u lan from Freetown by the 

Pamelap-Man"e 
iYlan~e44ile 47 
Nile 47-Bo 
Bo-Potoru-Fhiro-&no River 

Totals 113 . . 53 
Mano River-K16 
Kl8-Biionrovia 
Monrovia-Canta 

. . 

%tala 574 267 157 

~ v o r y  Coast Liberia border-Daloa 
Daloa-Abidjan-Aboisso 

Accra-Aflao 
. , . . . . Totals 608 519 78 1 I 

Aflao-lom6-Grand Pow 50 . 50 . ; , -  
- . -  &&= 

. , . . 
;: Grand Popo-Cotonou 77 77 - - .. . Dahomey 
;..* - ~otonou-Porto Novo 50 50 . ,  

- - 
, . Porto Novo-Idiroko 38 - '38 - 
*.,~, r,  ,. Totals 165 127 38 - 
'>'.*. & 
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Y 
1 FEEDER ROADS TJ DIE TRANS-WEST AFRICAN NETWORK 

59. !The major roads l i nk ing  Dakar-Ndjamena and Nouakchott-Lagos trans-West 
African highways a c t  a l s o  a s  feeder  roads f o r  the count r ies  o f  the subregion, 
e spec ia l ly  the  land-locked count r ies  crossed by the Dakar-Ndjamena road. I n  the  
tab le  below, they a re  presented from west t o  e a s t  and from north t o  south. 

Barely 
improved 
o r  unim- 

Countries Total  Aprphal ted  Improved proved 
l inked  - Route lenuth road road road 

'P 
Mali 

2. Senegal- 
the Gambia 

3. Mali- 
Guinea 

4. Guinea- 
Liber ia  

5. Mali- 

Ivory Coast 

6 .  Upper Volta- 
Ivory Coast 

7. Upper Volta- 
W'ana 

9. Upper Volta- 
Dahomey 

10. Niger- 
Dahomey 

I I. Nigeria 

Nouakchott-Aioun e l  
Atrouss-Gogui 9 40 - 

Gogui-Daindioum6-Bioro 
du Sahel 7 5 - 

Kaolack-Karang 88 88 
Karang-Bara-Ban jul 2 1 2 1 

Bougouni-Yanfolila-Badogo 127 - 
Bado go-Kankan-Kamou 588 - 

Bougouni-.Manankoro 1 23 - 
Sikasso-Zagoua-Pogo 115 115 

( a )  Manankoro-OdiennB- 
Dovekov6 483 - 

(b) Pogo-Fiell6- 
Ousngolodougou- 
Yarucuasoukro 472 106 

Bobo Diodasso-Banfora- 
Leraba 1 54 - 

Leraba--Guangolodougou 74 - 
Ouagadougou-Pa-Paga 164 164 
Paga--Navrango-amale- 
Kumasi-Ac cra  872 872 

Koupela-Bittou-border 13 6 - 
Border- .&pango-SokodC-Lorn6 726 117 

Dosso-Gassa-Gaya 155 155 
Gaya-Paralcou-Dassa Zoum6 537 3 16 

Kano-Kaduna-Kontagora-Oyo- 
Lagos 1 126 1 126 

Totals 8 230 km 3 203 km 3 357 laa 1 670 km 


