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ECONOMIC AND SOCTAL TRENDS IN AFRICA AND REVIEW OF THE ACTIVITIES OF TER
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA (agenda iten 5)

(v) Soceel Development (E/GN 14/241, 244, 269, E/CN 14/1 181 contlnued)

i

'Mr. SAM-'(Ghana) said that womén: ought o be ‘endbled and. sncouraged
to play s full part in the &séonomié and social development of Africa, Mare
workshops were: needed likethe Workshop on Urban Problems reoently held in
Lagcs, the I@port of whloh, the‘Role 'of Women in Urban Develop@ent (E/CN 14/241)
wag befores “the" Commlttee, their reports would help +0 Crua,de ‘&coromic planners,
ke ought to take Full aocount of all “a&pEcta of 1nd1genous ‘societyy Speclal
attentlon should ‘be “paid %o thas’ recomnéndations of the Workshop on: Urban '
Problems, which almed at brlnglng women up t0-the same gocial level as men,
recommendstion 21 was partlcularly 1mportant, for ir many-éases womet ‘who
had, not been. -educated to. the point of ~being. able to.’speak. Engllsh or French
Were much .cloger. fo the ‘Tealities of 1ife in, thelr OFn countries.. :The.:
recommendations on education, too, were gsound. and. Merited. careful ooasmdera—
tion.. ; L.a,stlyE attention should be paid to 1mprov1ng the status of women

in rural as well as in urban areag.

R

Ato Assefa LEGGESH (Ethiopia) . said thet women ought to be enoouraged
to exereise. their rights and-to contribute ag much ag-men. to.ecomomio:’ ..
development, o The- ‘Fecommendations contained in the Teport under dlSGHSSLOn
requlred.careful -g¥amination,. While valid in Principle, they. might have

other than the desired effect if implemgnted at too early 4 stage in: a ‘.'

sounfryte development. IF #pplied too rigidly, recommendation 12 for

example might militate against the. employment of women, .while recommenda—

tion 18, by relieving a. divozced,wife of all burdens. and putting her 1ng-

& privileged position, might encourage divorce, Recommendation 21 Was:
not very reallstlc° at some meetlngs &t least Fifteen 1ntarpreﬁers mlght
be needed Recommendatlon 28 was vague.. Reoommendatlon 33 should be »y
amended to say that parents, especlally the mother or any female conoerned,

should be present at Juvenlie courts.

On. the whole, hlS delegation endorged the- Report on the Workshop and

- Fhe recommendatlons contained in i+t.
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Mr. DARWISH (Unlted Avab Republlo) expressed aPPIOVal of the

neéw gtructure of “the Social “Affairs Seetion of the secfetarzat, ‘and. T

- .. proposed obaectlves. The fact. that emphasis was to, be place& on the

«1mprovement ef. tralnlng schools for gocial workers wag partlcularly

graﬁlfylng._ The Report on: the World. Social Situdtion (B/cH. 14/244)

654;$howed that, in Afrlca populations were. 1ncrea31ng fagter than 1nc&mes.
-EEconomlo Commisgion for Afrlca would have to find ways .ofi- ralslng the

;vfjllv1ngcstandards of Afrlcan populations, partxcularly the rTural populatlons.

That could -be, done: by'lntro&uclng rural. 1ndustrles and encouraglng handi=~-

;;@;afts; he was sure there were many: countries. which would willingly place

their.-experience in that field at.the disposal of the secretariabe.. .. -
Lt the Committee!s Fifth meeting, the secretariat had proposed the

ostablishmént of a standing committee on gocial developments The

‘deoretariat needed ‘an authority to guide in its work. Whether that =~

authority shoutd Ve an expert group or a standlng commlttee, it would be

for the Committee to decide.

Mr, BAKO {Nigeria)s Foverting to the Report of the Workshop
on Urban Probléms; Temarked that Section V of the Report raiged the
qﬁéStiéﬁwa polygamy. It waw a popular misconception that men only
vonsfifed from the custom, In many cases ‘women who were lonely at
nome whilé their husbaxds were out at work, oF childléss women Who>did~“"
pot wigh to deprive their huspands of the -joys of parenthoody: advocatéd
the- practice. ‘Paragraphs 28; in Section ¥V, was inaccurate: polygamy-&ld~

not ﬂeéeséafily-conferﬁeconomlc-beneflts, and old. men dld not use their -

money To adéguire women.

Recommandatlon 1 1n the Report dld not state whether the meetlngs .

advooaﬁed were “to be held quarterly, bl—annually or annually. Eis

‘ dele*atlon con51dered that bl—annual meetlngs Were neoessary, The

regearch work referred ta in reoommendatlons 2 and i5 ough% to be dore
by the countries themgelves, .reports oh the regults of the resdarch -
being forwarded to ths Economic Commisaion for Africa. Regardlng pecormenda~

tion 4, legal moans would not be effective for reducing the dowrys efforts
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should be concentrated on educational means. Recommendations 5 and 6

seemed_to;oonflict;with Tecommendation 4. It was hard to see the reason
for thé medical oértifidate_advocated in recommendation 16: marriage was
founded on love, and the fitness of the rartuers hardly entered into the

matter,

- At dhe end of recommendation 17, the words "that in COUNBLIies sasnnans
secured" should bYe del@ted;_women who contracted a polygamous marriage
WeTe: always aware of what they were doing. Recommerdation 18, on separa-
tiou‘and:diyqxoe, allowed women toc much latitude. In recommendation 25,
ﬂ;he‘wqrdsL"urban;middleﬁclass” should be deleted, as savouring . over-much
of discrimination,. Recomnendation 32 was impracticable and would give |
Tise to more problems than it solved.. Momlem countries might have difficulty
in putting into effect rocommendation 33s "that.wpmen should be present
at all juvenile .courts", The Tecommendation should be amended so as to
- Tead: "women should be present at Juvenile courts where religion does not
prohibit. the practice.” _Recommendatibn 38 appeared superfluouss girls .
Were already afforded the same facilities as boys. In recommendation .42,
- on the status of teaching staff, be wondered whether the words "improved
as regards salaries" .applied to women only. In Nigeria, women with the

gquivalent qualifications were paid the same salaries as mehn.,

_  Mrb‘BRIGH$ (Liberia) observed %hat in many  parts of Africa. -
-women had beer led. to believe they were inferior to men and had, in
conseQuenoe,_develQped an inferiority complex. More workshops at locel
level, like‘the‘Workshops_oanrban‘Problems, would be.a means of eradicat-
ing the complex. However, the granting of egual rights to,women.mightJl
give,fise to certain difficultiesu.:Heﬂenquired whether;,for instance,..
the widower of a woman who had held a-political_position would be entitled
0 a pension if_she prg—deceased himu DeveloPments,of that nature mighi

be repugnant to African men .
- Mr, HOCINE (Algeria), speaking on the subject of adult literacy
and economic and social development (document B/CH.14/269), said that .

five—gevenths of the continent!s population were illiterate and would. -
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have to be taught fo read and. write if-they were to play thelr proper-

role in Africa's ‘soonomic, political and social Gevelopment. That fact

Had: been -ewphasized in Gensral Assembly “esoluflon #937 (XVIII), of which

iAlgerla had besn & SPORESCT

In 1963 the Algerian Minister of Tducation had launched a Gampalgn

- aiming to'era&idatg,xlllteraoy in one year.. The aim of the oampa¢gn was

to reach the -isolated reglons:of’ the country, o install a sense of.

 'rev01utionarJ”purpos9 into-the peasants and tc ensure that: the population
. played a fTuiler part in- 1he 1ife. of the couniry. The campaignfwas conducted

by weluntary ueacker”, monitors snd civil servanis working.in their spare

timd. 'Lack-oﬁ teechers, ‘teaching material andé premises, and of finance,

- wete among: thesdifficulties encountered in:conducting the campaign.  The

role of iﬁternaﬁionalwco~operationxin‘overooming'sudh.difficul%ieswwas,

.importanty,aﬁd”it-Was to.bernoted that General Aésembly:resoluﬁionsl937

~(XVIIL) had imvited the. beoretarwaeneral to collsborate with othel inmter-

national ozganizabticnsg ?¢ndlng ways. of assisting national. efforts 1o

‘ oradicate illiteracy.. Thé right 30 educa’ion was one Qf.theﬂhuman rights,

and. edutation wasl alb once_a“prewoonditioﬁ‘of material progress and a means

of preparing humsn beings- to make use of and to benefit from that-progressn

My . KACHEM (Oum,rve_t for the In"bernatlonal Confed_eratlon of Free
Trade Unions), speaking a$ the' invitabtion of the Chairman, said that his
organization wasivery‘ple%sed o see rTecommendations 9 and 12 in the-Repcrt

of. the Horkshop on Hrhan Problem. They. had been drafied by women and -

i ishowed that African women were anxious wC upite in demanding ftheir rights

and material condlitions which would enable them to play their proper part

in Africals development. “Figoorganization would do ite utmost to. ensure

“$hat the recommsndations Were“put into effect.

Mr, RIE Y“WJTLLAMS (Becﬂe+ar1at) reminded %he Commlﬁtme uhaT,

in his introductory stalement on the sub-item under discussion, at the

. Fifth meebting, he had asked for comments: on the advigability of setting up a

regular b

St Commimsion to oltudy the Economi¢ Commission. for Africa'e

socoial development. prozramme- and o advise  the Commimsion on measures to be
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taken in that Tisldi  Tn reaooxrg rts deololon on the eubgeot of eettlng
up such a body5 the Commlttee should - remember That the standlng oommlttee
already set up under Comm1ss1on rés olutlon 36\11;) operated 1n the 11m1Ted
field of sacial welfare “and oommunlty development that 5] the eeoreueﬂrau
was in effeot, esking was that the terms of 1eferenoe or that etardlng

that ~the! standrwg conmities with™ 1te expanded terme of referenoe ehould ,
meet regulariy;-ar " tHat ho more meetlnge than Were hold at present, orrnr

additional expense to “he Eoonomlo Comm1831on for Afrloe5 would be 1nvolvsd.

Hitheruo?_ane eeoretarret had devoted llttle attention: to. the .
prevention of crime end Jreatment of offendersa.‘The mandete:of.rhewComMittee*
would be necezsary berore the re—orgamlzed Social Affalrs Seotlon oould
introduce programmes in that fleld The Gommzttoo would also have to,_
Unit so as to enable i¥ +o deal w1th euch queetlone as agrarlan struoture,w' -

land reform, rural - marketlng5 oo—operatlvee "and Tral ”“edlt

PRI

Ato Asmefa LEGGESE (Ethlopla) remlnded the Commltree that a
detailed discussion on meotwnps, standlng commlttees and expert groups‘
had taker. place a% the ”ifrh:seeelon, and i% had then been deolded to .
reduce the Standlng Committee of Soolal Welfare and Communlty Development
to the status of an expert groupu A note by bne Exeoutlve Secretary,
Standing Comm1tree (E/CN 14/ T7)y deeorlblng the dlfferenee ‘between stqna~
ing committees and expert groups, had been digtributed durlng tha+ees31on._
He asked that that note showld be re~cirsulated. A etandlng Gomittes 7

impoged a certain fimancial burden'on governments, whereas, an expert

group did not. o = being made by the secretariat eeeme&J”"'
to conflict Wmth wha+ had been deolded atb the. Fifth, session. ‘His Covernment

was not yet takjnv k3 deflﬂlﬁe euand in the matter; but it wantedito:de

convinced of the neoeeewuy of eettlng up a standlng committee before .l .i. oo

voting in fevour of it.

lir. HAMID (Sudan) etated that hlS dere tion,wpuldﬁsuppprt:ehen«w~
setting up of a Dermanent body to gulde the secretariat in its work, provided

that body were an extension ofy or replaced, the former expert group.
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Mr, RIBY-WILLIAMS (Seoretarlat) explained that the terms of
referencs of “the Stendlng Commlttee eet up under Conmleelon resolutlon G
36(111), “the etatue of whlch had beon reduced te thet of an expert groue
at the Flfth se551on, Were not w1de enough to cover the activities of L
the reuorganlzed Social Affalre Seetlon. The eecretar1a+ was accordlngly

euggeetlng that . a’ new etendlng commlttee be eet up to guide and adv1se;”.

the secretarlat, scrutznlze its plane for future Work and make recommendang i

tlone 0 the Comm1381on. There Would be no nscd to mezntazn in ex1etenee

the former body‘whlch hed met 1n 1961 and l962°'1n pleoe of 1t there wouldlg,

be a-single etandlng eommlttee coverlng ‘the whole fleld of 5001e1 Work.
It would be a committee of the.Commleelon, reportlng t0 the Commission o

and. making recommendations to the Commigsion,

“ir. TOURE (Gulnea) sald that the soclal aspecte of develoPmcnt

were =0 important that 1% Wwas almost unthlnkable that there should not SRR

be a permanent body to adv1se uhe eecretarlat on 5001a1 mattere.. Hls

" delegation supported the seoretaylat proposal and hoped other delevatlone 7

would do llkewuee.

Mr, “SAVI DR TOVE (Togo) obeerved that, since a country could
not develop’ economlcally'unless 1ts eoclal eondltlons were satisfactory,
the social aspects of development ought to be given precedenee over its
economic aspects. He accordlngly agreed Wlth the eeeretarlat that the
terms of refersnoce of the Standlng Commlttee establlshed at the Thlr&

segsicn ehould ba expanded.

In hle OplnlOﬂ, the secretariat was laylng too 11ttle emphasis upon - -
Juvenile dellnquency dn& the problems of youth, social security, and-

apprentlceehlp.

. The CHATRMAN reminded the representat1Ve of Togo that the
Committee was .at present.discussing the seoretarlat‘s propoeal for the |

establishment of a standing commities.

Ato Assefa LEGQESE (Bthiopia) felt that the questlon of a stand—

ing oommitteecon gocial development could not properly b’ dlscuseed
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1ndependently of the subJect of soclal develoyment a8 -a wholej he would
prefer’ b discuss. the two matters together.ﬂ The Commlttee mlght, al ternatively,
.deal Wlthtﬁhe general bltuatlon flret, and then pass on to the more. partlcular

a IE

problem.r

KHAIRMAN remlnded the Commlttee of the need to 11m1t &1¢0u3310n

“He 1nv1ted the Commlttee to vote on the questlon whether

_ 3001a1 development 1n ge

by 1@ votes to 9 w1th HO: abstentlons, that 5001a1

develepment sh uld be dlscussed

MT SAM (Ghana) strongly suppo d'reCOmmendatlon 32 in the

- Ré'pord of the' Workshop on Bocial . Pro”lems.; Receptlon oentres were most

'1mportant e hoped that 1n addltlon to famlllarlz‘ country people with
urbvan oondltlons, they mlght encourage them 5o return to rural areas.

: Recommendatlon 33 required ampllflcatlon- Juvenlle courts should be attended,
«not by the parents of: dellnquents, but by tralned welfare Women, WhO would-
&el dn: teuch with - “the Parents. after the court proeeedlngs, and keep in

Ktouch w;th them.r~~uf

Mr. BAKO (ngerla) was not 1n favour of recommendatlon 32.

De31rablethough ‘such: reoeptlon centres mlght be, their cogt wag prohibitive,

dﬂreasonlng to argue that reoeptlon ‘Gentres should be established

Se = large organlzatlan llke the British Council had set up

; ‘..- Sl A

S Ato Aesefa LEGGESE (Ethlopla) said’ that the problem of
' 1111teraoy Was put in a nutshell 1n paragraphs 5 and 7 of the UNESCO
‘ dochment'onLAdult'ﬂlteraoy and Eeonomlo and Social Development (E/CN 14/269)
vl _solutlon (E/ON 14/L.181 oonoernlng the World Campalgn

forrUnlversai theracy had hlsﬁsupport. It wag valuable as a demonetratlon

of the Comm1381on 5 conoern ovrer 1111teracy and an indication of what was
hoped f

had some mlnor ammendments to propose when ‘thée draft resolutlon wasg

'from TUNESCO and from -member - ‘coungries of “the Comm1351on. ,Ee

dlscussed
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Mr. BAKO (ngella) supported the reoommendatloﬂs contalned

in the UNESGO, tE/CN 14 269)

_ As to uhe Jolnt draft resolutlon, cperatlve paragraph 1 should be -

redrafted in a Yess 1mperat1ve form: 1% was for governments o declde

how far programmss far aduli lltaracy and adult educatlon oould be

'iilnolu&ed iy their aevelopment plans.

Lr. KAuEM (Obaerver for tie Internatlonal Confederatlon of

Free Trade Unlous), sp=ak1rg at the 1Tv1tat10n of the Chalrman, sa1& he .

had read the UNESCO document with great 1nterest and fully supported

General Asmembiy- resoluﬁlen 1937 {XV}I1). He was glad to. see that’

literacy was to be treated as an integral part. of . sconomicy’. goeigl and i

oultural development.s - Investlgatlons carTied out among workers showed

that-produmtivity increased in proportlon ty years.of study,, which

-iﬁﬁicated that g -1iteracy. Gampalgn would help Fo speed up development in .-

Africa. - Cerbain counimies in Afrlca had. already-started 1iteracy campalgns

| among AAOVKSTS y . partlcularly im rural areas through agrloultural co-pperatives.

The trade: uniocn movement Was -anxious ;0 raise the cultural level of workers
in Africa and thersbyito: make agrlculture and industry more prof;table.;-n
His organization would spare no sffort to ensure the success, .of the

pr0m3t10n of 11tera0y aneng agrlcultural and urban Workers.‘

Mr. SAM - (Ghana) thought :that. the UNESGO &ocument offered .,
excellént guidance for the literacy: canpaign. - With regard to the ebjective

of universal primary scheoling by 1980, referred Fo in paragraph 17 of -

. the ﬁccument, he suggested that the Sceidgl Affairs Sectlon be asked to.

:prepare a programme for the guldance of nember countrles 1n the qettlng

up of schools.:_ He urged that the Gomm1351on help governments t@ rem@ve .
the obstacles 1o the 111m1nat10n of 1111terary mentloned in paragmaph 22,“
by pa351ng on o them the experlenoe of coun%rles Whlch had alraaéy made

progress in- that dlreotlon. Ghana WOuld be very w1111ng to lend 1ts ﬁ

@sslstance.

With regard to measures fox. reducing costsy referred S in paragraph'

32, he suggested that schoolrooms mlght be used durlng holldays, and thdt;
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teachers skould work in their own districts, In connexion with the
suggestion in paragraph 37 vhat local agricultural workers could help

in the 11teraoy campalgn, it was 1mportan+ o bear 1n mind,that, however
anxious they might. oe to- asslst, they would not he avallable at harvest

,ﬁand other peak agrlcultural perlo&sq

I Would be usefdl 1f governments could set up special depariments

respon31ble for the theraoy campalgnp

CHe, SAVL DE TOVE (Togo) polnted out that one of the problems
in'world 5001a1 development Was the psychological attitudes, of supsriozrity
‘o 1nfer10r1ty for example produced by racial differencess it was a
problem that needed carp?ui a‘tten‘tlonc ‘While he reccgnized the need: for
adult eduoatlon, he urged that Mags programmes should take into- account
the 31tuatlon of tncse Who were, perhapb, t00:01d 40 be- educated, - Efforts
should also he made to counter the attitude of . superiority of literates
to 1111terates and +o -ensure that thove who had ‘had the advantages of
educatlon freely helped uhe less favoured. Above all, community develon~
ment should he enhouragﬁd to overcome dlfferences ‘between nationalities,
A useful measiite would be" exchanges between children from different -

reglons and” countrle& i Afrloa, and even ¢rom different continents.:-

b Nr; COULIBAYY (qu;y Coast) Tully supported the worlid llteracy
,'campalgn and +he JOlnt draft-resolution on the subﬂect ﬁhless the masses
‘attalned a Ce“t&ln level .of llteraoy thers woul d ‘be serlous obauacles +o

'economlo and SOGl&l Progress. -

,The_meetingiWas~suspéﬁded é%'ll}BU a,m.rand'ﬁaé resumed at 12.20 p.m,
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(e)(iV)’HOuging (EVCV 14/251

L@ URIN (Sebretarlat) said that the Standlng Committee on-
Hdﬁsing and Physical Planning, established at the Fifth session, planned

+o hold its first meeting in November 1964 the bOmmlttee ha69 however,

,alreedy started WoTrk.

The housing eltuatlon in Afrlca was far from sa‘teefactoryn Only.

about half a million new dwelllngs were being build:eévery year, whlch

- wag. only ‘one-fifth of what the Committee estimated was requlred to make

good -the ex1st1ne back logn The ooet of bullding a dWellng 1n Afrlca

__repreeented from AT years: of & Uorker 5. wage ;- -and was thus far

beyond the reach’ of “the 1eaet favoared class. Moreover,” there Was_an

immense: dlecrep&nﬁy between the very high standards set by‘the'ooloﬂial

‘ powers £or their offlclale and the traditional housing of the rural,

semi~urban and urban massee,'OHly a prolonged effors could clocge the

B8,

. More than flfty per cent of the building materlals used in Afrloa .
were 1mported The houelngq Building and. Plannlng Sectlon was conv1nced
that at Téasth 90 per cent of those materlale could be produced in Afrlcao

However, African meterials, often made by handlﬂraft methodsy were also

far too expenelveu Traneport and dletrlbutlon eosts were very hlgh=-and9

”desplte the very low weges of African workersv the proportion of 1abour |

costs in the total cost of building materials was Jjust as. hlgh a8 in the
1nduetrlzlﬁzed countrlesu Ratlonallzatlon and re—organlzatlon of the
bulldlng-lndu try oould therefore have an enormous effect on reducing
the‘eoeé of houging. Every means ought 0 ve adopted to increase labour

productivity, including the provigion of training facilities.

African governments were often afraid to face the enormous problem
of providing adequate housings; few of them had even made estimates of
their housing needs, and still fewer had a general policy for houging.
Whereas in the Buropean countries, from two to four per cent of the

national income was spent on housing, in Africa the figure was only one
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and & bhalf per-cent, and that ineluded middle clags and even luxury
houging. The building industry, with its varlous anclllarles such as
the manufacture of building materials and trade training, ought $0 be

a major item in any general economic plan.

Very few African countries were tackling town and oountry plannlng
on a national scale; most had merely partlal plans for certain towns or
dzstrlcts. ~But the population of many - large towns in Africa was doubl- ‘
ing every ien years. That meant enormous problems in provldmg hous:mg

and serv1ces for -the new inhabitants.

- Skrious though they Were, the housing rroblems with whieh Africs
wag confronted’Weré*notliﬁsurmountable; but they could only be properly -
~tackled on a regionazl or sub-regional basis. African countriss ought g
collaborate in planning their building 1ndustrles and their tralnlng
schemes, by exchanging experience and dlsouss1ng methodss there Was ne
need to confine collaboration to other Afrlcan countries, for many

counsrieg in Latin Amerlca and in Asia were facing very similar problems.

The work programme of the Hous1ng, Building and Planning Seotlon‘
was fairly-ambitious. The Section wag endeavouring to study problems
from*évery?angle'— gconomic, financial, political, technical, social -
though . i% was aware that such a ﬁide-approach carried a danger of
superficiality. It was counting on %hé collaboration of governments and
hoped to.prcduée five or eix further documents before the Commities. on

Housing -and Physical Plannihg met in November.
' Mr. SAM (Ghana) described his country's housing programme,
which was based on the idea that the well—belng of the 1nd1v1dua1, hote-

ever humblse, wag. of gupreme 1mportanoe.

Following a demographlc survey made in 1962 and 1963, plans had been
made for dwelllng oonstructlon, involving an estimated expenditure of
£44.5 mllllon, aiming at redu01ng average house occupancy from the
present figufe of Between 13 and 20 to less than 10 during the course
of the next seven yéars. Expanding populatiorn would be provided for by
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Under:ﬁheilegislation_in force in many countries, mpreo#er, a man
wishing to build a house had first to purchase the land to put it on.
The Eqpnomicjﬂgmm;gggpp for Africa should recommend that countries -
"socialize!" their legislation in that respect, sorthat,house purchase
might become p0351b1e, not Just for pr1v1leged groups, but for the whole
p0pulatlon. h L 7
. Mr NIGER (Equatorlal Gulnea) said that his country had a
three—year experimental building plan, with a target of:4,000 dwellings,
nearly half of which were under construction. The:dwellings were financed
largely byjinterestlfrge loang to the occupiers, and in part by State
subsidy.

- A%o Assefn.LEGCESE (Ethiopia) felt that the funde available .
for hou31ng under the Technical Assigtance Programme and . the.Special: Fund:

were unduly limited, in.view. of the need for housing,:

The i Coumittee's discussion had, laild rather tndile ‘strebs on urban’
housinig; -that more atiention might be paid b0 rural housing. Ta ‘the
housing studies which were being made it:might be better o concentrate
on & few problems, such as firancs, houging policy and the use of local

materials.
The CHAIRMAN invited observers to address the Committes.

Mr. REYNAUD (International Labour Organization) said that hig
organigation fully endorged the vieWsiexpréssed in the Report on Work in
Housing, Building and Planning (B/CN.14/251.). He drew the Committee's
attention to the reference to ILO in paragraph 23.

The International Labour Organization was chiefly interested in
problems of manpower, training, housing co-operatives, and accident
ingurance ahd security in the building industry. The 1961 International
Labour Conference had mads recommendations concerning the housing of

workers, in both town and country,
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In December 1963 ILO had orgénized, at Lagos, & Conference or:

Labour and Product1v1ty im Public-Works .in-Africa,. Whloh Was attended
by some. twenty Afrlcan countrles, the .Confersnce had ‘made a comparatlve

gtudy of manual and mechanlzed methods. in public works constructlon.
B Mr OGUTY" (Ohserver for the Internatlonal Confederatlon of
Free Trade Unlons) stated that the fres trade unions Were parﬁlclpatlng
directly in cheap workers! housing projects in certain African cotrtries

and elsewhefe, and the ICPTU was planning an extensive campaign.to
encourage African trade unions to create workers! housing -co-operaiives

and: to encdurage agricultural workers to build their own houses with

government help.: - 7 . .
The ICFTU wighed to coQOperate closely with the Economic Commissitn

for Africa on housing problems: and hoped t0 receive. advice from. the
1% urged - that a certain number

Housing, Building and Planning-Sectioni
of members of trade unions be admiited to the courses organized by the

Economic Commisgion for Africa for leaders of self-help housing projects.

The meeting roge at 1:25 p.m.







