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'Mr. Chalrman,‘  .
Dlstlngulshed Part1c1pants,
Ladies and &entlemen,

I am'pafticuiarly hdﬁbured to be'dddre%éindﬂﬁhis'Fdrﬁm
for I  know that I am among frlends and dlstlﬂgﬂl“hed

: partlclpants ‘who share an' earnest de«alre to work. for an

effective North~SouLh d;almque, world 1nterdependence and -

'solldaxlty, justlce and human and lndlv1dual rights for thes
- world's peoples. :

Thls Forum, in my- VlLW,“lS one of the moat pertlnent and

f_tsuccessful initiatives undurtdken by the NorthnSouth Centre.
'I.am confident that the thoughtful Lontrlhutlons made at this .
.gatherlng together with the on~going assessments at the Centre

w1l1 help shape a. Vthle framework for. a common agenda for

‘human rlghtS. The ForumAw1L1 partzcularly provide new 1mpntus

to the process of Narth-South Lntwrdepend@nce and solldarlty
by prop051nq' a stxafegy for addreSSLng effectlvely' human
rlghts 1ssues. . One cannot agree mnre with the QbJEutlve& of
the. Forum, in partlcular the san-ltlzatlan of 1nternat10nal
public oplnmon on the nesd for alternative waY&'amd'means

‘geared towards 1mprov1ng the effective énjoyment .of human

rlghts and fundamental. freedom ‘in all soeletles of. fhe world.

. _ : S : .
‘ The‘uanersallty of human rights and the inherent dzgnlty
of man are embodied in, thu charter of the Unltad Nmtmans and_

 _the Unnvarsal Blll of  Human Rights. . Over the years,_the

Unlted Natlons has trIVEB to prem@te these 1audable values
by &ettlng'standards coverlnq every aspect of human axlstence.

The woxld conferunce on Human quhta, whlch Wwas . held 1n_
Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1283, was yet a new landmark. on, th@

'Unlted Nathns_quesL for the promoflon:and pgotectlon.of human

rlghte 'and fundamwntal freedcmsﬂ.v' Indeed, . the Vienna
conference . ruafflrmed the universality and indivisibility of

"fundamental human rights. To this end, the conference al n-'
called for ﬁffectlve action te secure the. human rights of

every 1nd1vxdua] on a universal hasls, It also. recognlzed thw
right to developmenf as well as .the mutually rmlnforclng
interrelationship between dumocrdqyliand--development as

.iptégfalrcompbnents of human rights. Indeed, the United
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Nations does recogn:ze how centrdl and cruc1al human rlqhts
and related humanl.tar ian and s,oc:Lal fac,tors ha‘ve be@n in -

‘rashdplng the structurps mf a mcre equltable World ordero. :
HUMAN mmm;_ AND wcam.n 'ORDER
' The relatlonsth between human rlgth and worlci ordr:-r was

.hlghl lg'hted Toy the Secretazfy"-General :Ln his Report cm thu= wor}’ .
of tpe_0zganlzatlon in 1992. He asserted that_’f S

Respect for human  rights is clearly’iﬁportant'ﬁh
 order to maintain international peace and : security
. and to achieve social and economic development. In
. . turn, without development, long-term enjoyment of
- human rights and dﬁmocracy will prove illusory; and
cwar, of course, 1s the antithesis . of -both. . Good
- governance, democracy, - participation, Y- ¥elef
independence of the ﬁudiulary,‘rhe rule of law and
" oivil peace create conditions necessary to.economlc
progress. - Increasingly, -each. - area . . of : our
.Organlzatlon seeg the relevance of human rig?
"'J.ts own objectlvens and programm@s. -

: ThE‘lnterrelatlonbhlp betwe@n human rlghts anﬁ world'

order ‘can fuzther be seen in Smele terms by recognlzmnq That
‘ the degrecn to- Wth:h Jndlvuiualw are treated with: genulne ‘human’
dlgmlty af fects all their re-»spcms,es ’ predl.aposa.ng them either
 to the Cause of humah rlghts and peace or to war and. v1mlenﬂe,:
_Undearatandlnq sugh an 1ntetrelatlonsh:|p 1nvolves an analysya
- of ‘the lnterests and power 0f the main acLors irivolved 'in the
devmslonwmaklng probeaa'uoncernlng 1nternat10nal and more
par'l'lc.ularly economic relations. Fallure to comprehend these
-ope.]“atlona}_ 1nteresi.s partially explalns the - rather modnsi-
achievements of North-=South di alogue. . For example; deqp.x.'t,ha'
the appar@nt consens sus on the need for policy reforms hardly
any'measurable progr@ss ha been made regdrdlnq the reclprovai-
'mEdSUYEa (e g., more reésource flows to "the South, " better"
addess for trade ‘etd.)  that- area' neededl tod underpin vthe
-dév@lopmeht?prdéess}' Heénce the urgency of integrating human
rlqhts w1th economlc and 5mrlal pollczes and needs,~- w

3 ‘Tfti’e ilﬁﬁiéf‘ﬁé’naé"caf : ego‘nomit‘"‘_'é?sa‘c;ial “and’ c*iiltuxal righte
and’ their- 1nd1v1s1ble and lnterdcpendent relaflonchlp with .
ulVIl and pmlltlcal rlqhtb have been repedtedly afflrmwd byh
'the Unlted Natlons org&ns. The Unlted Natlons comm1tmen1



notwithstanding, governments, intergovernmental ~and non-
‘_gdvernmental'organizations as well as individuals share the
'.respchsibility ‘of ‘fost'e‘rin'g a ‘common human rights effort
focusing ' on_ the 1nd1v1dual at par. w1th soczety . This
'respon51b111ty should flnd full expre551on at the grass—roots
’1evel of soclety where - basic rights and bas1c development
'objectlves have thelr concrete meanlng. '

_ People everywhere are certalnly demandlng much greater_
access to political, economic .and soc1al opportunltles.- There
" is, therefore, a’ need to ensure that people‘fully and actively.
‘participate ‘in the development process. People can
"partlclpate as 1nd1v1duals or as groups. This. will: require
increased empowerment in economlc 5001a1 and_polltlcal terms,
=accompan1ed by - plurallem and more - demeocratic forms K of

‘ﬂ\governance.

I ‘earnestly hope that this present Forum will contribute

to the ‘better integration of the economic, social ‘and ‘human

*lrlghts factors in’the development process ané w1ll lead to a
truly unlfled approach to 1nternat10nal*'development and .

'cooperatlon in which respect for and protectlon of human
N rlghts will be: ~the fundamental p01nt of departure

It should be empha51zed that the rlght to development is”
not only conflned to the: ‘poorer countries of the- South but
" also extendable to. the rlcher ocnes in-the North.u Indeed,

”:”develcpment should have as its central preoccupatlon “the

'-ascertalnment of ‘the rlght to a reasonable standard of 11v1ng"
globally However,‘the fact that ‘hundreds of mllllons af
people in the South live clearly below that 1eve1 calls for
urgent action. Surely, the poorer people of the South have
a rlght to. development which the 1nternatlona1 communlty is

:t[yet to fully recognlze. But it 1s eelf—ev1dent that basic
"rlqhts are not’ currently belng met on a 1arge scale.- Tt is

- also .clear that there is an 1mmense and. w1den1ng gap between,
"rlch and poor countries; between rich. individuals:. andvpoor .

'.1nd1€11duals which is morally unacceptable. ‘Individuals, then, B
- do-~ have a right to development and one that calls' for
"1nternat10nal commitment to- reallzlng 1t ' R




-The scope of the 1nd1v1dual rlght to development,
accordlng to the . Unlted Natlons Declaratlon on’ the nght to'
Development includes, 1nter alia, the follow1ng r1ghts~ ‘

L -the_rightfto“participaterin{700ntribqte'to,ﬁend
enjoy economic, social, cultural and political
development, in which all human rights -and
fuﬁdamental'freedoms can be fully realized:j: A

- . the rlght to promote and protect an approprlate

. political, social - and  economic. order for

developmeht;

- the right to expect resolute steps taken to
_ellmlnate obstacles to development: resultlng from -
failure to observe c1v11 and political rlghts as

_ well as economlc, soolal and cultural rlghts,'

- the rlght of women to have an’ actlve role in the
;_development process, and -

- ,the rlght to approprlate economlc and soclal
reforms thh ‘a view to eradlcatlng all 5001al
ﬁln]ustlces (Artlcle 8, para 1). S

T As can be seen, therefore, the Scope of the 1nd1v1dual
dimension of the right to development is a synthesis of all
-prlghts granted to the 1nd1v1dual by the 1nternatlona1 soclety _
in varlous legal instruments. : Thus it is a pringiple
'conflrmlng the exlstence of a system of civil, polltlcal
economic and cultural rlghts necessary for the development of
~individuals, natlons, soc1et1es and States.

STRATEGIES FOR ':}nomoo:ton OF THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

However, ‘in the African region, a brief review of the
economic and social conditions shows that the reallzatlon of
" the right to development will be: dlfflcult to achieve, unless
“the following  preévailing economic and social concernsg are
adequately addressed not only‘by.Afrlcan governments,; but also
by the international community through the machinery set up
in the North=-South Dlalogue.' Durlng my recent End-of-Year
. assessment of the economic and social conditions in Africa
which I delivered in December 1993 at the Headquarters of the
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i TQUnlted Natlons Economlc COmm1551on for Afrloa in Addls Ababa;
. Ethiopia, I drew the. attentlon of Afrlcan ‘governments and the
»ag._lnternatlonal communlty t6 -the neéd to "build and- effectlvely
e wtilize critical: Qapac1t1esaen60mpa551ng the human and social.
- infrastructural and ‘institutional’ dlmens1ons and the role -of

1nternat10nal oooperatlon there1n.5

We strongly belleve at the "UNECA that a V1ta1 m1551ng
1nqred1ent that has ‘been responSLble for Afrlca s poor

nfa_economlc and social performance 48 the' lack of adequate

indigenous’ capaclty .and’’ "1nfrastructural development.

Capacity-building is a solld platform from which Africa can
‘beé launched on to the path of. sustained recovery,'accelerated

growth, _env1ronmentally ‘sustainable development; equltable

5qulstr1butlon of . soc1o—econom1c opportunltles and steady
'reductlon of poverty. _ SRR

The economlc potential of Afrlca can- only be max1mlzed

" through. the creat1on of new capacity of theiright type and,
“indeed because of the 1ow capital base of the:icontinent, thls

process should permeate ‘all aspects of society. Also, as an
organized set of act1v1t1es targeted at expandlnq African

'ueconomles,u 1norea51ng thelr competltlveness “in ; the. world
~ econony, and bhoosting thelr'potentlal for: 1ong—term.growth and

sustained. development the capacity” bulldlnq exercise - can

”.*reestabllsh a- self-sustalnlnq development and work culture
presently sorely 1ack1ng.a' : S T

Wlthln the North-South Dlalogue thlS calls for greater

:commltment to  a. . contlnulng rand evolv1ng approach: to

development co—operatlon, which would cléarly go beyond: the

- immediate needs of economic interdependence to strengthenlng"

the ‘capacity of countries of the South espe01a11y African
countries to partlclpatetmore equitably and effectively within

the ‘world economic crder. In the difficult peried ahead,
- special attention needs to be given to the problems and needs
- of African countries. While these countries contribute only

a small fraction of .world trade, they .are partlcularly
constrained by the - prevalllng world -economic environment

-'through their terms of trade and aid flows. As you also know,

Africa is presently saddled with an unmanageable external
debt, civil conflicts and polltlcal strife and natural

ﬁdlsasters, especially recurrent droughts. . The economic

decline has also been accompanied by a sharp deterioration,

" even reversal of earlier gains, in human welfare and well-

being-.

-Indeed, Africa is very much a reglon in tran51tlon -
struggllng to cope simultaneocusly with three very demanding
transitions; from conflicts and environmental disasters to

peace, stability and resumption of economic: act1v1ty, from
one-party rule to democracy; from: planned economy to- markets._

The: international community should stand ready to support
Africa's economic restructuring and recovery programmes with
adeguate :.resources, comparable 'to those ‘that are being
extended to the transitional economles of Eastern Europe and :
the former SOV1et UnlOn. _ ‘
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While Afrlcan countrles w1ll benefit from world economic
recovery'and from xmprovedumanagement.of'world 1nterdependence-_

through the North-South Dialogue, there is a recognized need |

for positive international action, both from intergovernmental
and non-governmental organlzatlons to help them overcome the
fundamental problems of under-development and poverty and to
participate more beneflclally in the international eoonomy.'
In short, there is ‘a need to .ensure that  the rlght to
development of African countries and their peoples is fully

~ ' realised. Such an achlevement will offer opportunltles for

real galns for all development partners

I w1sh to pay a spe01al trlbute to the role of non-
governmental organlzatlons. Their' contributions, as well as

of private groups and individuals to the promotion of the =~

right to development has become indispensable. Their role in

- awakening the conscience of the public and their action at the
national 1level has become highly significant. These
_Organlzatlons- have particularly been  instrumental in
underlining the close link between development issues and
‘human rights. Indeed, NGOs have been at the forefront in

identifying these issues and in taklng concrete actions to
promote: human rights . of -individuals through a g¢genuine
development process. It would therefore be fitting if your

Forum could consider ways and means of enhancing the role of
-non—governmental ‘organizations and =  other people s’

organlzatlons in the. fields of human rights and economic and
social development. It is through this and similar approaches
and actions that we could come closer to, giving ‘practical
meaning and anchorage to the rlghts of the 1nd1v1duals and
groups. : :

I thank you for your klnd attentlon.




