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: *'Honourable Mrnlsters | e o
] -'.Your Excellencres,. . “
- Distinguished Experts,

B Ladres and Gentlemen R

| It is my great pleasure and pnv:lege to welcome you all to Addls o
5 \Ababa for this first meetlng of the African Reglonal Conference on
._'Sclence and Technology Let me, from the outset express my |
- _gratltude to your governments and organlzat:ons for their. support to'
B :','fthe work of the Commlssron Iam confrdent that thls solldarlty w1th ..
B _the Commrssron andits Secretarrat wrll contmue in the future |

| Afnca today represents the world s most serrous development'_ :
- 'challenge Notwrthstandlng mternatlonal concern and strongefforts

m mdlvrdual countnes to promote economrc and socral development

two decades of slow or negat;ve growth declmmg personal mcomes,‘ |

declmmg mvestment ratios and uneven rmplementatron of economlc;

_' " 'reforms have bred pessrmlsm Civil strrve contmues to absorb wtally- :
o . needed fmancral resources and polrtlcal energles in many countnes -
Key mstrtutlons are often weak and private markets |mperfect 3
.Government capamty is hampered by poor rncentlves for civil

o servants and publlc enterpnses and by weak publlc sector' |

management in general

"Africa" "'.--.' and partrcularly sub- Saharan Afrlca "is "hi'ghl,y'-_'
'dependent on concessmnal econom:c assrstance Foreign assrstance L
;-_supplres some, 10 per cent of sub- Saharan Afrrca s GDP almost half |

' '*-'of |ts foreign- exchange recelpts and most of lts rnvestment ]



" expendrture The fall in ald |n real terms over the past two years and_ o

the bleak prospects for growmg or even sustarned levels of ard in the
-future create an additional development challenge |

Agalnst thls backdrop, many Afncan countrles are :mplementlng
.economlc and socral reforms, rmprovmg governance and economlc” e
_ ,_'management and creatmg an- enablmg envnronment for. the a
~ mobilization of resources, domestic and external. A large number of -

countrles have |n|t|ated structural reforms accompanred by a change
in the nature of state lnterventlon |n the economy, and by shnnklng. o
" budget def:cn:s ~In- 1994, elght African countnes achleved or
- .;-_'exceeded the 6 per cent annual growth target set under the Unlted'
Natrons New Agenda for the Development of Afrlca rn the 1990s o
.GDP grew . steadrly in. some countnes, partlcularly those that had'
'_ created an enablmg envrronment to st|mulate pnvate sector_
,I 'development W|th mgmfrcant gains in the agncultural and mdustnal- .
| sectors : |

Reflectrng on the overall srtuatlon of progress yet severe' |
challenges, Afnca s top. polltlcal leadersh:p has mcreasrngly focused
'pnmanly on natlonal and regional responsrbrlrtres and how the.-
B mternatlonal commumty can best support development as defined by
f_ Afnca The most recent and perhaps the most mgnrf:cant of these .
. -;:nlt:atlves ‘was the adoptron on 28 March 1995 durmg an_' |
. :extraordmary sessmn of the- OAU Council of Mmrsters in Calro, of
- | jRelaunchmg Afnca S Economlc and Social Development The Calro-. |
, Agenda for Actmn, whrch was subsequently adopted rn the June “




; ._1 995 Summlt of the Afncan Heads of State and Government |n'
| -Addls Ababa " The Calro Agenda reafflrmed that Afnca s
- 'development :s flrst and foremost the respon3|bllrty of the
| governments and people of Afnca themselves t also afflrmed that.
pnonty must now be given. to the smplementatlon of the strategles{ g

and programmes for the development of Afrlcan countnes wh|ch':'

have been adopted at. the natlonal reglonal and contmental Ievels

] The world outsnde Afnca today is-one: of explosuve expansron in
world trade and fmanc;al mterdependence and, in some regrons,_

'.-_dramatlc increases m Ilvmg standards in just a single generatlon as-_-,_*
a result of sound macro economlc management and steady? =

o lnvestment in people Technologlcal advances and the mformatlon o

- revolutlon reshaping the global eoenomy offer. all developlng-*

B countries the posmbuhtres of faster rates of economic and soc:al'_'

| development than currently developed countnes exper:enced GIobaI.f S

advances offer opportumtles for the Africa reg:on, ‘through
-;technologlcal “Ieapfroggmg and by drawmg on the economlcﬂ.
| development experlence of successful countnes to ‘make the 21st
- century one of great and acceleratlng progress |

- In this context the role of scrence and technology is foremost' |

" to upgrade the value of Africa’s raw matenals and resources,

-transformmg them into products that can compete in the world s |
’market and generate the wealth requured for 'socio- economlc_
'development | |




- To achreve th:s governments need to rewew therr present

| fscrence and technology pollcles and machmerres in ||ne W|th the new | -

’--mternatlonal context character:zed by a much greater role of the

. prrvate sector a new trade and :nvestment reg:me and by a shrft o |

“from academ:c research to greater applrcatron of scrence and

S '_Vtechnology to meet the basrc needs of the populatlons, in view of

~ the limitation in resources Governments need to strengthen therr

"'technclog:cal capaclty through human resources development'

"'-creat|on and support of efflcrent rnst:tutlonal structures and the'
'provrs:on of adequate resources They should also mstltute an :

incentive regime that can motrvate scientists and technologrsts to o

devote themselves to Iocal development and that can- attract both

| 'local and forergn direct mvestment for technolcgy development and

| appl:cat:on

| More spemfrcally, there should be new. modes of trarmng and.
skllls acquisition usrng modern mformatlcs technology, lndustrlal and'.

__busmess establlshments Graduates should be better prepared to |

- apply their skills ‘and generate self employment to face the'__

| -;challenges posed by the i mcreasmg number of unemployed Speclal o
| "rncentrves should be applled to encourage mdustrles and busmess
'establlshments to undertake such training activities. in the sprrlt of

| partnershlp At the same time, mformatron technology drrven by the -

; 'convergence of: telecommumcatlons computers, satellltes and frbre :

o _’optlcs, is crumal for the knowledge-rntenswe economy of the days;:. |
ahead. Hence, adequate attention needs to be given to. mformatlcs' -

. and the mformatron hlghway that can revolutronlze the llves of even "




o the poorest segments of our socrety As l have already stated such
- mnovatlons, mcludlng those of frontler science. and technolog|es like

.brotechnologres and new materlals technologles, offer Afrlca the
| possrbllrtles of Ieapfroggmg some stages of development |

_ The promotlon of blotechnology as an efflclent tool along wrth
- approprlate pre- and post harvest technologles accesszble to the rural -
. farmers, rema:n a prlorlty for the reglon Smce women account for

- 70 to 80 per cent of household food productlon, their. role and'.--,_-

__ -capacrtv in applymg relevant sclence and technology can no more be e
- ;gnored : | " )

By brmgmg together policy and decrsron makers to dascuss"'-' |

';,pollmes strategres and programmes th|s reglonal Conference, wh|ch~— .

will be meetlng every two years should greatly assust Afnca to. :

. -extncate 1tself from its technologlcal underdevelopment and gu:de'__

- ‘the Economlc Commnssnon for. Afnca (ECA) in the formulatlon and

| -“|mplementatlon of |ts work programme on smence and technology S

'The role of 'ECA isto assi'st go_\_/erfnm’ents " "thro‘ugh':s_t'Ud,i‘e'sf'an'd."
'pollcy analysrs tralnmg, emmars and conferences mcrease ‘the

‘;lmpact of science and tecnno;ogy Through its adwsory services,
: '_‘jECA seeks to influence scrence and technology pollcy and to ass:st |

governments in the programmmg and 1mplementat|0n of. spec:flc'- :
- ‘.pro;ects As a reglonal arm of the Unrted Nat!ons ECA wnll cont:nue -
. to play a lead roIe in brmgmg the socio- economlc aspect of sc:ence -
_and‘_technolog_y t_o the f_orefront of -natlonal,_ subregl_O_nal and .regu.onal.,__.



In carryrng out these funct:ons, We W|II work closely Wlth the

- Organlzatlon of Afncan Un'ty, the African Development Bank and
wnth sister organrzatlons of the United Nations System as well as-:j:
other brlateral and multllateral rnstitutlons - Through such s

-partnershlp, we  will endeavour to ensure the optlmal use -of

resources, avo:d dupl:catlon of efforts and ach:eve a stronger rmpact”
of scrence and technology in meetmg the challenges of the future o

. I am confldent that your dellberatlons vvlll be fru1tful and that
| your recommendatlons will torm the basrs for the effectlve utrhzatlon' s

. of sc:ence and technolorzy in the reductlon of poverty, and the
. advancement of socral development in our member States |

. 'tha-nk-you for your attentEOn..:




