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STaTEUENT W E  BY MK. A.F. EWING, 

DIRECTOR, ECQNOMIC DEVEIOPMENT 

DIVISION, kT THE OPENING SESSION 

I s h ~ u l j .  l i k e  t o  extend t o  a l l  of you n wzrm welcome on behalf ..f :ir. 

Rub& Gardiner, the  Xxecutive Secretary.  Mr.  ~ a r d i n e r  has been' a t tending  a  

number of major meetings, inclu4ing ECd's Standing Cumciittee a n  Trccle. is 

,ci~:ficted t o  r e tu rn  t o  Addis ilbaba tom~rrow and i s ,  I know, l , J , > l ~ i : ~ g :  f,-r>:x?~ i, 
. . 

meeting you all . .  We a r e  for tuna te  i n  t h a t  we s h a l l  be j , , in- i  by- k?. I ~ ~ i c , . l  

Rahman, the  Unite4 Nations Comniissicner f o r  ~ n d u s t r i s l  Devulopinent . May I ex- 

tend our warm thanks t o  h'is Excellency Endalkatchew Makonnen f o r  h i s  encouraging 
. . ,  . 

,' a n d  dynamic cddregs on behalf  of tho I n 2 a r i a l  Ethiopian ~imerrunent. 

Un t i l  eighteen months ago, indus t ry ,  t ranspor t  and na tura l  resources was :: 

Cinderel la  i n  t h e  EC+ family. The f i r s t  meeting ijf your Ccrnmittee was halt! 

z1rnos.t exac t ly  a  ye?r ago and you l a i d  down, i n  t he  l i g h t  of our f i r s t  s tudy,  

" Indus t r i a l  .Growth i n  Afr ica" ,  a  d e t a i l e d  and ambitious progca~~:~:iv -i' vrzlc. 2u'; 

yuu Lidmcre  than t h i s .  You a l so  es tab l i shed  a  philosophy zi;; an  ~ u t l ;  I:, 

cuu$ecl with a  4et.trminstiun tha t  the  time ha& come f o r  a  re. ; l  move f ~ r w a r d  

t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  development uf Lfr ica .  

The main task  before  your second s e s s i m  i s  t o  t ~ ~ k o  st..,ok o f  whzt ;.:.s i . u ~ i ;  

done i n  t h c  l a s t  year and t o  Jay down the  next s teps .  1 would l i k e ,  i n  t i  L.L'. 

(.,penin8 r c ~ i l a r k ~ ,  t o  review b r i e f l y  what, has been done, t u  draw attel:- t i \ .n i n  t r .  

' l i g h t  tilereuf t o  t he  p r inc ipa l  papers before  yuu, and t o  i n d i c n t ~  i:Lkt i;; ir! 

t he  pipel ine.  
. . 

I . ' 
Conforming t c  your decis iuns  a  year  ago, t h e  hswt o f  cur i n d u s t r i a l  p o -  

panme is assistant$ i n  the bu i ld ing  up cf l a rge  s c a l e  in&ust r ias  s t r z t q i c  , . 

f ~ r  acunatiic clevelopment, r equ i r ing  markets beyond the s ~ : ' ~ ,  .f t i n i l ;  c . ~  utrir.s 

and, therefore ,  sub-reglonal cc-ordimtioh.  We a r e  t ack l ing  tms t r 6 u o & u ~ ~  

pmblern i n  t w o  ways-  two prongs o f a  s i n g l e  fork.  Tha f i r s t i s  the  i n d u s t r i a l  

~ n i s s l ~ n s  we have sen t  and a r e  sending t c  throe sub-regluns of Afrlca.  In ta -LL.  

repor t s  f r o m  t he  rfiissiuns t o  West n f r i c a  and t~ East Central Afr ica  a r e  

before  you t h i s  week, an:  s i m i l a r  mission i s  g1in.g t u  liorth Afr ica  a t  t he  

beginning bf next year. We plan t o  produc* the  f i n a l  repur t s  uf the  f i r s t  

twc ct iss ivns  f c r  t h e  s i x t h  sess ion  of the' Coninissi,:,n an& we hdpe t~ , r d u n a  



a t  1c;ast an i n t t r i m  r e p o r t  of t h e  t h i r d  mission by t h e  same time. We s h a l l  by 

...- ' then  havs covered most.  Afr ican  c o u n t r i e s .  It may be, however, t h a t  Can-roun, 

t'.c Cen t ra l  Afr ican  Republic,  Chad, Gabon, Congo ( ~ r a z e a v i l l e )  and Congo (Leo- 
. . : ~ ~ ! v l l l e ) w o u l d  f i n d  a  similar mission convenient  a t  a l a t e r  o tagc ,  Tlmso a r c  

b o l t  vkn iu res  and we a r e  under  no i l l u s i o n s  as t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  invo lved  i n  
i 

implementing a oo-ordinatad programme of i n d u s t r i a l  development. H i s t o r y  i n  

I ;  f i e l d  does n o t  show any grounds f o r  optimism. Why ihou l3  A f r i c a  b e  
. . 

t i i f i ' ~ r e n t ?  Yet we f e e l  t h e r e  a r e  g r o u n d s , f o r  r e a l  hope. The s h e e r  n e c e s s i t y  

f o r  c.z-ordinationj.  i f  t h e r e  is t o  b e  r e a l  and r a p i d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  i s  

e~.~iil.e?t:. Afr ica  can l e a r n  from t h e  mis takes  of o t h e r s .  ~ b o v e  a l l ;  t h e  Addis 

Ababa confcrencc has  given a t r e m e n d ~ c s  impetus t o  e f f o r t s  of  t h i s  kind. There 

a r e  now i n  f r o n t  of  t k e  governments of West, Eas t  and C e n t r a l  Afr ica  c o n c r e t e  

' sugges t ions ,  we b e l i e v e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, f o r  a bo ld  co-ordinated progranme. 

ihanif c s t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  i n f i n i t e  room f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  and n e g o t i a t j o n s .  ~ i i e  n e x t  

s t e p  l i e s  wi th  t h e  governments concerned, b u t  t h e r e  i s  much we can do t o  fo l low 

up t h e s e  r e p o r t s  i f  t h e  governments concerned so wish. 

The o t h e r  prong of t h i s  p a r t  of o u r  programme i s '  t h e  s t u d i e s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  
' 

out. i n  dep th  on the key i n d u s t r i e s ,  s t u d i e s  wi th  t h e  s o l e  o b j e c t i v e  of b r i n g i n g  

t h e  c o u n t r i e s  concerned around a  n e g o t i a t i n g  t a b l e .  You have before  you t h e  

r e p o r t  of t h e  meeting i n  Monrovia o;? t h e  es t ab l i shment  o f  a l a rge .  i n t e g r a t e d  

i r o n  and s t e e l  works i n  West Africa.  The f i r s t  r e s u l t s  a r e  encouraging. More ' 

d e t a i l e d  work i s  now i n  hand and we look  forward w i t h  hope t o  t h e  second meeting 

m t h i s  problem, s c h e d u l e d t o  b e  held  i n  Niamey nex t  Apr i l ,  when 

we b e l i e v e  m. agreement on t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  p l a n t  and a l l  t h a t  goes wi th  

i t  can b e  reached. 

There a r e  similar p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  o t h e r  par+s of A f r i c a 4 0  which a t t e n t i o n  

i s  drawn i n  a  paper before  you on t h e  p r e s e n t  positi,on and p r o s p e c t s  of t h e  

i ror .  and s t e e l  i n d u s t r y  i n  k f r i c a , ' a n d  a l s o  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  sf, t h e  E a s t  and Cen- 

t r a l  Af'rican mission. 

Another i n d u s t r y  we a r e  s t u d y i n g  i n  dep th  i s  t h e  chemical and f e r t i l i z e r  

complex. Both t h e  mission r e p o r t s  have t e n t a t i v e  p roposa l s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and 

i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of A f r i c a  moving r a p i d l y  i n t o  t h e  chemical 



. 
f i e l d  a r e  v e r y  g r e a t .  Our s t u d i e s  a r e  con t inu ing  and we a r e  a iming a t  a,meeting . i n  the  course  of 1964 on chemicals  and f e r t i l i z e r s  i n  West Afr ica .  There a r e  

a l s o ,  as i s  again  demonstrated i n  t h e  mission r e p o r t s ,  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 

moving i n  t h e  eng inee r ing  f i e l d .  Here aga in  our s t u d i e s  oontinue, w i t h  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e  of a meeting perhaps on a r e g i o n a l  b a s i s  e a r l y  i n  1965. 

Our survey of t h e  t e x t i l e  market i n  Afr ioa  and t h e  immense p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

of  expanding production i s  wel l  advanced, and a meeting, aga in  on a r e g i o n a l  

b a s i s ,  is planned f o r  1964. 

I would l i k e  t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  two o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  you w i l l  b e  d i s -  

cuss ing,  on which papers  have been prepared.  One i s  i n d u s t r i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

We have prepared  a b a s i c  su rvey  and made sugges t ions  f o r  f u t u r e  work. The 

o t h e r  i s  i n d u s t r i a l  r e s e a r c h  and t r a i n i n g .  T h i s  i s  a v a s t  f i e l d  where we jo in  

f o r c e s  wi th  the  I n d u s t r i a l  Development Centre and t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  agenc ies  con- 

cerned, p a r t i c u l a r l y  UNESCO and ILO. Here again ,  we have p u t  forward p roposa l s  

f o r  your cons ide ra t ion .  

Looking t o  1964 and e a r l y  1965, two o t h e r  meetings a r e  planned, b o t h  i n  

co-operat ion wi th  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Development Centre. One i s  a seminar on 

i n d u s t r i a l  e s t a t e s  and t h e  o t h e r  on i n d u s t r i a l  programming. Seminars i n  botb 

t h e s e  f i e l d s  have been held  w i t h  success  i n  o t h e r  regions ,  upon whose experiensr-  

we wish t o  draw. 

Turning now t o  energy and n a t u r a l  r e sources ,  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  f i r s t  A f r ~  - 
can E l e c t r i c  Power Conferenbe i s  i n  f r o n t  of you. Th i s  was most encouraging, 

b o t h  i n  a t t endance  and i n  t h e  animation and p r a c t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d i s -  

cuss ions .  An ex tens ive  b u t  we b e l i e v e  r e a l i s t i c  programme of work has  beer. 

drawn up. We propose, i f  t h e  Committee a g r e e s , * t o  hold a conference a l o n g  

s i m i l a r  l i n e s ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  o i l  and n a t u r a l  gas,  e a r l y  i n  1965. 

The f i r s t  r e g i o n a l  Car tographic  Conference f o r  Afr ica  was he ld  d u r i n g  

t h i s  year ,  again  w e l l  a t t ended ,  and we have e s t a b l i s h e d  an e f f e c t i v e  carto-.  

g raph ic  u n i t .  S i m i l a r  u n i t s  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  minera ls  and water ,  

whidh we plan  t o  b u i l d  up as r a p i d l y  a s  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  and an i n t e  

g r a l  p a r t  of which i s  a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s .  We a r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  a d v i s e  ir 

main ta in ing  o r  developing surveying a c t i v i t i e s  i n  bo th  t h e s e  f i e l d s ,  but  t h e  

main emphasis i s  on development of A f r i c a ' s  abundant minera l  r e sources  and i 



d 

t h e  preper  u t i l i z a t i o n  and development of su r face '  and ground water .  A seminar 

on ground water  i s  planned f o r  1964. We a r e  a l s o  beginning t o  p l a y  a p a r t  in a 

assisting i n  t h e  multi-purpose development of l n t e r n a t l o n a l  r i v e r s  and r i v e r  

bas ins .  

The t h i r d  a r e a  wi th in  your terms of r e f e r e n c e  i s  t r a n s p o r t .  Tpio n o t a b l s  

even t s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  yea r  have been agreements reached with I C A O  and ITU on 

the  co-ordinated development of  a i r  t r a n s p o r t  and oomn;unicatlons, respectively. 

Some s p e c i f i c  t r a n s p o r t  s t u d i e s  requested have been 'completed. Our main e f f o r t  
. . 

i s  going i n t o  a major s tudy  of t r a n s p o r t  development problems, which we a r e  

b u i l d i n g  u p  on a sub-regional  b a s i s .  Here again,  t h e  emphasis i s  n o t  on acad~:a ic  

surveys bu't on t h e  working out  of p r a c t i c a l  proposals  f o r  c o n s l d e r a t l o n  by t h e  
. . 

governments concerned f o r  t h e  development of t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  on a co -o rc l ina td  

b a s i s ,  co-ordinated i n  t h e  d u a l  sense  of among forms of t r a n s p o r t  and among 

c o u n t r i e s .  A meeting on West Afr ican  t r a n s p o r t  i s  planned f o r  t h &  middle of 

1964, and ano the r  on Eas t  and Cen t ra l  Afr ican  t r a n s p o r V f o r  t h e  end of 1964. 

I n  t h i s  f i e l d  one o t h e r  p r o j a c t  should be mentioned, a s tudy  of t rans-Sahara 

t r a n s p o r t .  We hope our  work w i l l  havc reached a s u f f i c i e n t l y  advanced s t a g e  

f o r  a meeting of t h e  c o u n t r i e s  concerned n o t  l a t e r  than the  middla of 1364. 

I have r e f e r r e d  a l r e a d y  t o  our  adv i so ry  s e r v i c e s ,  l a r g e l y  through r e g i o n a l  

a d v i s e r s  a t t a c h e d  t o  u s  and f inanced  under the  UN Technica l  Ass i s t ance  Frogra?l!i!h;. 

We hope and b e l i e v e  t h a t  governments w i l l  wish t o  draw i n c r e a s i n g l y  on t h e  sc r -  

v i c e s  of a team of s p e c i a l i s t s  we a r e  b u i l d i n g  up. We a l r e a d y  have a d v i s e r s  i n  

minera ls ,  water ,  car tography,  t r a n s p o r t ,  and expect  t o  add more i n  1964 and t o  

cover a l s o  i n d u s t r y  and energy. 

A c r o s s  r e f e r e n c e  might b e  ' a p p r o p r i a t e  here t o  b u i l d i n g  and b u i l d i n g  

m a t e r i a l s .  I have made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  our work on housing, b u i l d i n g a n d  plan- 

n i n g  s ince ,  a s  you know, t h e r e  i s  a s e p a r a t e  Standing Committee i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  

But we a l s o  have r e g i o n a l  a d v i s e r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  i n t e r a l i a  

i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f i e l d .  

There i s  one more a s p e c t  of our work t o  which I would l l k ~  t o  r e f e r ,  whlrrl 

i s  growing i n  importance. V i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  so-ca l led  r z g i o n a l  programmes 

under t h e  UN T e c h i c a l  Ass i s t ance  Programme a r e  now admln l s t e red  by ECA. We 



a r e  now, however, p l a y i n g  an i n c r e a s i n g  p a r t  i n  a s s i s t i n g  governments i n  b o t h  
S . t h e  p lann ing  and execut ion  of country programmes and a r e  performing s i m i l a r  

b f u n c t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  UN S p e c i a l  Fund. 

I have given you i n  a  n e c e s s a r i l y  summary account  an i d e a  of what we have 

been doing and o u r  p lans  f o r  t h e  next  yea r  o r  so, a l l  of which d e r i v c  from de- 

c i s i o n s  you have a l r e a d y  taken.  We b e l i e v e  we have now e s t a b l i s h e d  and begun 

t o  c a r r y  o u t  a  programme of work i n  t h e  a r e a  which i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 

your Committee. We have a l s o  b u i l t  up  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  whose 

t a s k  i t  i s  t o  s e r v i c e  you. We a r e  w e l l  aware of how much has  s t i l l  t o  be done, 

and of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  can b e  a t  b e s t  a  smal l  one, u n l e s s  our  

r e s o u r c e s  can be expanded. A t  t h e  same time, new prospec t s  have been opened 

up i n  t h e  l a s t  year  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t i m a t e  co-operat ion we have been f o r -  

t u n a t e  i n  e s t a b l i g h i n g  w i t h  t h e  UN I n d u s t r i a l  Development Centre and the  

s p e c i a l i z e d  agencies  who have each, i n  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  spheres,  an impor tant  

p a r t  t o  p lay  i n  t h i s  common e f f o r t .  

May I, on beha l f  of t h e  Executive S e c r e t a r y  and a l l  my co l l eagues  d i r e c t l y  

concerned wi th  your work, wish t h i s  meeting evc ry  success .  


