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STATEMENT MADE BY MR. A.F. EWING,
DIRECTOR, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DIVISICON, AT THE OPENING SESSION

- I shculd like to extend to dll of you & warn weloomb on b@hulf AT,
Robert Gardiner, the Ixecutive Seordtary. Mr. Gardiner has been uttenilng a
number of major mectings, 1nclud1ng ECA's Standlng CuMFlttua on Trwdc He is
expected to return to addis dbaba tomerrow and is, I know, luukng fotwari b
meeting ycu all. We are fortunate in that we shall be Joined by dr., PREIVICTRA
Rahman, the United Nations Cuﬁmissicnér.for indthri ilﬁevslopment. M5y I ex—

tend our warm thanks %o His. Excellency Endalkatchew Makonnen er his ancouraglng

and dynamic addregs on behalf of the Inperlal Ethloplan Government.

" Until eighteen  months ago, industry, transport ”nd n@turﬂl resources was o

" Cinderella in the ECa fawmily. The first meeting of your Cmelttee was held

c2lmost exactly a year ago and you laid dewn, in the 11 ght of our first utudj,

"Tndustrial Growth in Africaﬁ, a detailed andg ambltlous'progr pme of wezk.  Bub
you did mcre than this. You also established a philusophy 3n¢ an uutlkuk,
coupled with a determination that_thg_time,had coﬁe fdr‘a reul MO Ve forward in
the indusirial development of Africa, '

The main task befcre your :second session is!to‘t@kc st.ck of.what HnE beln
done in the last year and to lay down the next sfepﬁ. I would liké, in thooo

cpening remarks, to review briefly what has beern done, to draw attenticn in to.

“light theresf to the principal papers before you, and to indicate whet iz in

'the plpellne.

Cunlormlng tc your decisions & year agou, the heart ofcur industrial pro-
gromme is assistancé in the building up cf large scale industries stratopioc
fur sconomic development, reguiring marksts beyond the sevpe -© eingle couatries
and, therefore, sub—reglonul co—ordination. We are tackling this tremeacous
prcblem in twe ways — two rrongs of a single fork., The first is the industrial

missicons we have sent and are sending tc three sub=regivns of Africa. ~ Interi.i

~repurts from the missions to West africa and tc Ezst. and Central africa are

before you this week, and a similar mission is going tv Nunth Africa at the

'begihning uf next yéar.' We plan to produce the final reports of the first

twe missions for the sixth session of the Commissicn and we hope to “roduce
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at least an interim report of the third mission by the same time. We shall by
" then haﬁc covercd most African countries. It may be, however, that Cameroun,
th.c Central African Republig, Chad, Gabon, Congo (3r§£zaville) and Congc (Leo-
ol lville) would find a similar mission convenient at a later stage. These arc
bold veéntures and we are under no illusions as to the difficultiss involved in
" implementing a cao-ordinated programme of industrial development. History in
.5 field does not show any grounds for optimism., Why should Africa be
tifferent? Yet we feel there are grounds for reai_ hope. The sheer necessity
for ecc—ordination; if there is to Be‘reél.and rapid industrialization, is
¢vident. Africa can learn from the mistakes of others. Above all; the Addis
Ababa conference has given a tresmendous 1mpetus to efforts of this kind. There
are now in front of the governments of West Bast and Central Africa concrete
‘suggestions, we believe for the first tlme, for a bold co~ordinated progranme.
Manifestly, there is infinite room for discussion and negotlatlons° The noxt
step lies with the governments concerned, but there is much we can do to follew
up these reports if the governments concerned so wish; '

The other prong of this part éf our programme is the studies being carried
out in depth on the key industries, studiés with the scole objective of bringing
the countries concerned around a negotiating table. You have before you the
report of ‘the meeting in Monrovia on the establishment of a large. integrated
iron and steel works in West Africa. The first results are encouraging. More
detailed work is now in hand and we look forward with hope to the second meeting
on this problem, provisioﬁally gchaduled to be held in Niamey next April, when
we believe an agrecment on the location of this plant and all that goes with
it can be reacned. S -

There are 81m11ar pos31b111tles in other parts of Africa to whloh attention
is drawn in a paper before you on the present position and prospects of the
iror and stesl 1ndustry in Africa, ‘and also in the report cf the East and Cen-
tral A+T10an migsion.

Another industry we are studying in depth is the chemical and fertilizer
complex. Both thé mission reports have tentative proposals in this area and

it is clear.that the possibilitiés of Africa moving rapidly into the chemical
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field are vefy great. Our studies are continuing and we are aiming at agmeeting
in the course of 1964 on chemicals and fertilizers in West Africa. Thers are
also, as is again demonstrated in the mission reports, real possibilities of
moving in the engineering field. Here again our studies continue, with the
objective of a meeting perhaps on a regional basis sarly in 1965.

. Our survey of the textile market in Africa and the immense possibilities

of expanding pfoduction is well advanced, and a meeting, again on a regional
basis, is planned for 1964.

I would like to draw attention tc two other subjects you will be dis-
cussing, on which papers have been prepared. One is industrial legislation.

We have prepared a bagic survey and nmade suggestions for future work. The
other is industrial research and training. This is a vast field where we Join
forces with the Industrial Development Centre and the specialized agencies con-
cerned, particularly UNESCO and ILO, Eere again, we have put forward proposals
fci your consideration, .

Looking to 1964 and early 1965, two other meetings are plammed, both in
co-operation with the Industrial Development Centre. OUne is & seminar on
industrial estates and the other on industrial programming., Seminars in botb
thése fields have been held with success in other regions, upon whose experiencoe
we wish to draw.

Turning now to esnergy and natural resources, the report of the first Afri-
can Electric Power Conferente is in front of you. This was most encouraging;
both in attendance and in the animation and practical character of the dis-
cussions. An extensive but we believe realistic programme of work has been
drawn up. We propose, if the Committee agrees,® to hold a conference along
‘similar lines, dealing with 0il and natural gas, early in 1965.

The first regional Cartographic Conference for Africa was held during
this year, again well attended, and we have established an effective carto-
graphic unit. Similar units have been established for minerals and water,
which we plan to build up as rapidly as resocurces are available, and an inté~
gral part of which is advisory services. We are in.a position to advise in .
maintaining or developing surveying activities in both these fields, but the

main emphasis is on development of Africa's abundani mineral resources and i~
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the prober utilization and develbpment of surface and ground water. 4 Sewminar "
on ground water is planned for 1964. We are alsc beginning to play a part in- .
assisting in the multi-purpose development of international rivers and river
basins. | ' '

The third area within youf terms of reference is transport. Two notable
even{s:during the last year have been agfeements reached with ICAC znd ITU on
the'co;ordinated development of air transport and ccmmunications, respectively.
Some specific transport studies requested have been completed. OCur main effort
is gding into a majocr study of transport develbpment problems, which we are
buildiﬁg'up on s sﬁb—regionai basis. Here again, the emphasis is not on ‘acadumic
surveys but on the working out of practical proposals for consideratiocn by the
governménfs concernéd for the deﬁelopment of transport facilitics on & -co-ordinated
basis, co—ordinated in the dual sense of among forms of transport and among
countries. A meeting on West African transport is planned for the middle of
1964, and another on East and Ceniral African transport for the end of 1964.

In this field one other project should be mentioned, a siudy of ftrans-Sahara
transport. We h0pé our work will have reached a sufficiently advanced stage
for a meeting of the countries concerned not later than the middle of 1%564.

I have referred already to our advisory services, largely through'regional
advisers attached to us and financed under the UN Tecihnical Assistance Frogramni,
We hope and believe that governments will wish to draw increasingly on the scr-
vices of a teaﬁ of specialists we are building ﬁp. We already have advisers in
minerals, water, cartography, transport, and expect to add more in 1964 and to
cover also industry and energy.

A eross reference might ®e appropriate here to building and building
materials. I have made no reférence to our work on housing, building and plan-
ning.since,‘as you knbw, there is a separate Standing Committee in this field.
But we algo have regional advisers in thie area available fo"help'interalia
in the building and building materials field.

There is one more aspect of our work to which I would like to refer, which
is growing in importance. Virtually all the so—called regional programmes

under the UN Technical Assistance Programme are now administered by ECA. We
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are now, however, playing an increasing part in assisting governments in both
the planning and execution of country programmes and are performing similar
functions in relation to the activities of the UN Special Fund.

I have given you in a necessarily summary account an idea of what we have
been doing and our plans for the next year or so, all of which derive from de-
cisions you have already taken. We belicve we have now established and begmn
to ecarry out a programme of work irn the area which is the responsibility of
your Committee. We have also built up the division of the secretariat whose
task it is to service you. We are well aware of how much has still to be dons,
and of the fact that our contribution can be at best a small one, unlesgs our
regources can be expanded., At the same time, new prospects have been opened
up in the last year by the increasingly intimate co-operation we have been for-
tunate in establighing with the UN Industrial Development Centre and the
specialized agencles whe have each, in their different spheres, an important
part to play in this common effort.

May I, on behalf of the Executive Secretary and all my colleagues directly

concernced with your work, wish this meeting every success.



