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I.‘.INTROBUCTION

From the demographlc point of v v1ew, ”urbanlzaxlon" means, & rapig.

"”growth in “th total snd” proportional’ population of localities Where ;

economlc acthlty ig essentlally of ‘& non~agrlcu1tural nature. ey

1

TOWnS have ex1sted blnce the vexry beglnnlng of clvillzatlbn, bt

ifat o 4ime in hlstOrv ‘hais the rate: of urbati growth been comparable Jo

'that prev;illng at the present tlme._ The rate has, in fact, been

-,Nqsteadlly incfea51ng smnce tho - boglnnlng of the 19th century About-

800, approx1mately 2 per cent of the world's populatlon 1ived in- “bowns

'iiof 20 OOO or more 1nhab1tants. About 1950, that flgure nad’ become 25
 per cent. Durlng the perlod 1800—1960 the total,'urban and.’ rural,
”populatlon of the World trebled, and the populatlon -of ‘urbait centres
;Wlth 20 000 or more 1nhabwtants 1ncreased in the ratio of" approxlmately
;1 30.: In the meantlme, one—thlrd of the world demographlc 1ncrease was

'dlsplaced by mlgratory movements to 01tles and towns of the ‘same size.

-~ Mostiof the World's urban populatlons are to be found 1n econom1—

,Vgxcally advanced,countrles; ln the 1e°s~deve]oped countrles, the popula~
_Mtlon 1srct111 essent1a11y rural AfflGa, as a whole, is tod&y “the

least urbanlzed reglon in the world. However,'urbanlzatlon has speeded--r

up there in’ recent decades, and the problems faclng the author1t1es -

I1ble LOT “urban admlnlstratlon ‘and. townaplannlng are ho-less

. dlfflcult to solve 4han in-other regions of the World.: - For: axample, a

tOWn of 150 OOO :nhabltants Wlth an. - annual inflow of:- 15,000 lmmlgrants

needs for the latter's use alone: 50 additional - class-rooms, 45000

“Ea hospltalg vocatlonal t;alnlng ‘centres eticea:; The expendl—'

'ture 1nvolved Gannot “be Teadily incurred,; since.ths new 1mm1grapts are

unsk:.lled‘workers9 elther Lnderwemployed or unemployed, who cannot

contrlbute to munlclpal funds in: proportmon,to:their_numﬁepsglwl

n fa.o‘b,
the needs:of-the new c;tlzens_precede their contributions to the muni-
cipal budget, and more rapid immigration alsc entails a cbrrésponding

increas§7in_socia1 welfare burdens on the municipal budgét. -For lack




Sin/ui/u¥/4-
Page 2

of funds, therefore, only some of the 4,000 dmelllngs and. 50 class-roomsr

will® be built; Some ot fhe chlldren of ﬁhe neweomers will be- unable to
attend sclooly and’ most of the new. families will have to crowd 1nto

) hovels and shanty—townsnv_ '
II_ ﬁﬁpTD POPULATION GRGWTH AS A FAOTOR IN URBANIZATION AT THL PR“SMNT

The raasons for urban;zatlon are oomylex, and 1nvolv1ng a Whol :

aﬁserles of soozo econumlo and aemog+aphlc varlahles.; A detalled account
of %heée factors is out51de the restrlcﬁed scope of thls paper, and they
' Wlll only be cursorily mentloned 1n commentlng on, avallable data.k From

the. demographlc p01nt of v1uw, tho folloW1ng aspects of,and factors 1n

4£urbanlzat10n require- study'

Terrltorlal expansion of uxr ban areas, 1nto forme; rural areas, and
ﬁormer rural 1ocallules whlch become urbanﬂzed w1th the growth of
-~ thelr populatlons y '
”ﬁmhese two aspects depend on uhe deflnltloﬁs of "urban" and "rural“r

populatlons, Whlch, though obv1ougly 1mportant, w111 be dlsregarded ‘here.

;:%ﬂmlgratgry movements and bhelr tearing on the age and sex sﬁructures
«vof the: urban population, (Thﬁse will he. dlscussed 1n Part IV)
“Yarying-mortality. ‘apd birth rates im urben and rural pOPulatlﬂns°-

L (Thess. 1mportant variables ‘in pepulatian. gpowth and urbanlzatlon
"f-Wlll-%e dlscusced?jdequue theqsoarcxgy ‘and h9t9r9593?1ty of

f@ Statls%WGS, in Part V)s JETEL R A e
CdTpepilation increase’ in African. countrﬂes and , the 1nflex1b11mty Of

I el and agricultural : .6conomic structures, the term “'population

““increass'” being’ taken here. +o mean! ﬂaturol 4nereasey ises thB

'i'5fd1fference‘between»blrthuand.death-ratas (SaemTableHI),ﬂ
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TABLE 1

Estlmated Blrth Rates, Death Rates and Nutural Inorease Ratesﬂ/

for Selected Afrlcan Countrles ?3“

’”’-ﬁ§%§ﬁé%éd"fafé' *“fgaﬁaé=ofﬁﬁatufai therease
. Birth- . Death . . . (per-cent)::
rate . . . rate ' estlmatedr/

'._unlsla

Wost: Africa o

(per 1000) (per 1000) i

Torth Africa ‘ ;t¥:':i' ;T”'""
ngerla B T .
qu(ian Cf

i _ Ll Bl 23£¢f:‘
e e 40 20, g
AR (Egypt)_f g e S Byl R

Cameroon  wi o L an e it e e 3500 27;4J=,‘3Ja~u :
Guinea g/ ) .. 60 40'
Ivory: Goast_/ Twen EIidiwe foips s BBY w0 R6 s
. Senegal S P
“Gentral Afridan Republlc g/ AR gt
Congo- (Brazz.) T RN U R PR T T LB s
had | .. 45

Ghana ~ o _ ' : SR S
Niméria:%r\ﬁwfyq'gm="3“h354g13 ot e Bh i r s
Togo. -~ C ' 35,

SOUTh & East Afrlca

ﬁnvo_(Leo,) SRR R . A 220 e e L 242 e
ﬂeLgasy : U 45 . .24
TI‘ul‘l'bluS Dl en Tl AT T e D AR P X B e T S BT

R R A A ST

o/ qst:.mates glven by, 1955-56- sample .census’ of populatlenA

f.éutlmates obtaaned by ‘using:stable populatlon model. gﬁ¥¥

m/'Wusllm populatlon only..

; @ Botimates .relate to-Health Bureau areas tovering. 45 -per:éent- of the populatlon,

- b1rth reglstratlon estlmated 80 per cent complete.
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T a state of'iﬁbalanoe

“the urban and rurel

.fh"eo¥exiefeﬁee of dif 6 el zatlone and of varyirg teehhologloal

1 -ele, itle dlSSlmllarl' 5 1n levels and modes of 11v1ng between town

- rand: country ‘Have-Hever “been more” pronounceﬂ. PR s e Pemaine b

in moet of the eoononloally advanced countries. At the present ﬁl'!

gap betWeen towvn and country in the lees-developed countries of Afr1c

Latin Amerlea and Asia hee =1e] w1dened that, even Wlthout a high- rate of j;

'populatlon growth, urbanlzatlon would have heen rapld even where an in—.'

e

crease 1n the rural populatlon had- not 1ed to preseure on rural reeoureee» :

.!‘.

In addltlon to the economlc and gocial aepeote dealt with 1n detail
1n other studies before the Workshop (emergence of. & rural monetary

eeonomy, expansion of the market economy, 1ncreaeed productxvmty, 1nﬂue- RN

~ trialization, greater chance of sooxal betterment, cultural role of the ;;”“

city, etc.), the preeent—aay city - or tOWn has acquired a hew role, that of .

"reee1v1ng station" for some of the eurplue rural populatlon. Thie phe—{f :

-nomenon can be noted the. World over, whether in economlcally advanced or

oless—developed countrles.

Urbanlzatlon in the 1nduetr1allzed countrlee has generally abeorbed

.. nore_ than the actual. 1nerease An the rural populetlonJ which 1s 1teelf e

lower. In these countrlee‘the eonetant ehift of workers from “the: agrlcul— L

tural sector to the non—agrlcultural sector goes hand in hahd with
increased product1v1ty ‘oh ‘the" part of - the" farmere 16 behind: - At “the’ -

"t same “time, ‘Sconomic progress oontlnues in the non—agrloultural eeotore,: i*-

and the dxverelflcatlon of the economy and the employment 31tuatlon are-!”;

'm;such thaf in many 1nduetrlallzed countries (partlcularly in westeérn “’f
'K,Europe end 1n Japan) the 1mmigrant from the country 1e rapldly ebeorbed 1n

~ the urban Worklng population. On the other hand, ‘in the leee—developed

countries rural'populatlon growth is generally more rapid -~ about 1- 3.5.
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.'per cent (Bee Tabie 1), Whlle agrlcultural product1v1ty elther rema;ns
"statlonary or” increasés but sllghtly. In many countries, allowing- for
under—emploYment and uﬁ—employment, and comparlng agrlcultural productlon
:Wlth tha working-age: grou* of the populatlon, we flnd product1v1ty de~
'fcrea51ng. The problem is partlcular]y acute 1n those areas Where cultl-

vable land is 11m1tedg as in many. densely poyulated zones of North Africa.‘

The problem ig. different in most .of the Afrlcan countrlea south of .
the Sahara, Where the' ratlo of population to agrlcultural resourcea is
'u:satlsfactory, even 1n the present tate oﬁmthe technlcal equlpment avail—
Ahﬁable locallyo_ In that respect, most ‘of the Afrlcan countrles south: of -

' the Sahara are dlfferen+ly 31tuated from Yhose of south—eastern Asla and
““the Tar uast, ﬁhelr p081tion beﬂng ‘someWhat’ 51m11ar to that -of. the Latin
American countrles. However9 the development- of thelr potential Wealth
is hlndered by an inflexible econcmic and social structure. As the work-
-1ng agrlcultural populatlon grows fasitexr than rural Tesources expand, a
redlstrlbutlon of populatlon - 0¢ﬁen 1rrat10nal 1n character -~ becomes
essentlal'because non~agrlcultural-aobs are not created_gs fast as the

worklng&age population 1ncveadgso

At the present time, rural and urban populatlon 1ncreases Would geem
0 prevall over other economlc and social factors in urbanlzatlon. For
.example, Wlth a natural rate of 1ncrease of 2.5 par cent and sex and age
structures 51m11ar to those found in Africa, the Worklnghage population
from rural areas doubles in less than 30 years, and the d:fflculty of
_ doubllng cultlvabls areas over the same perlod, even in countrles with

_abundant 1and, is well known.

In that light, an urban and rural populatlon progectlon for almost
any Afrlcan country should allow for continued and even faster urbanlza—
tlon, even 1n the event of reduced economic act1v1ty in urban zonas and

of recesslon in internatlonal tradee The return of some town—dwellers:
_ /
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'Hfo “the. country mig phenomenon often :observed 1n Afrlca -between the two

“wars: an& also in- recent tlmes ';11 become dess-and less common 0W1ng,

*“fﬁamong other. reasons, +to-the: present 1ncrease in. populatlon.n_ﬂﬁth.ﬁw

| “In & document before the ‘Workshop' (SEM/URB/AF/?I), the- Governnent

i "Morocco estlmates the natural 1ncrease dn- knet ‘rural population over

U She period” 1955-1970° 4%71,740,0005 of ‘these, 1, 140;000- persons Wwill: N

i*pfobably remalniln thelr ‘home. district: or settle in; other mural areas,_
- while 600 OOO, ‘doee. 34 per:cent of the. natural increase;. W111 become

o urbanizedv: - .Given the age and sex: comp031tlons of the mlgranth mo\t,Of
~ idthe new town—dwellers will, be looking fox.work.. The. dlffiGU1t problems

' lsconfrontlng-the Government of Morocco can well. be understood, faced ;a8

EE8. T is w1th the necessity of provldlng new non—agrlcultural JGbS io cope

R

B iy g the inerease in urban populatlon.‘




. rural societies into hlwhly urbenlzed sooletles ( 586 Table 2 ).

9
L.

the beglnnlng o} ithat economlc expanelon whlch “turns predominantly -

: Durlng the perlod bﬂtWeen the two World Wars, urban~¢en
in Tropical Africa expanded very 11tt1e. However, auch a;ﬁ\
phenomenon as. ﬁhe ever—lnorea31ng exploltatlon of mineral we

tnes

“and of agrlcultural oommodltles durlng the Second World Wan?

the post—war permod was accompanled by 1norea81ng exparglon“ f

ﬁowns and oltles in Weet South and East Afrloa

Contrary. to the pattern 1n Troploal Afrloe, the growth of i.

"urban oentres 1n Nor+th Afrlca is no new phenomenon. A market eoonomy,p

Wlth perlods of boom and stump mlrrorlnb the ups and downs of:1,

Medlterranean trade, had exlsted for many cenmurles in most, oountrles

of that sub—remlon. Urban oentres ‘have ex1sted 31noe time 1mm' orlel,
. the

'Wlth varylng porlods of growth and deollne.‘ In more recent tlmee;;

foundatlons of’ a modern money eoonomy were 1a1d in the regmon a

early as the 19th century, 1n partlcular in Egypt, Tunisia- and Algerla

- and, at the beginming of - the EOth oentury, xn dorocco. In that sub—

region the process of urbanlzatlon speeded up 1n the years pr
' %he Second World War (s Table 3 ) O - "

;;{' i Of allfAirlcan countrles, urbanlzatlon has bheen most 1nten51ve

ﬁn the Union of'South Afrloa, Where 1t also most closely reflects the- .

' development of the nonuagracultural,sectors of the economy. At fhe

> Zetlon. .

end of the 19th oentury, mlnlng enterprlses led to the. development of
Cpany urban’ centra g, Wwhich were not slow to expand. Over the: past
thlrty yeare, the prooe551ng 1ndustr1ee and related eoonomlo actlvltles

have played an ever-lncreaelne role 1n economlo development and urban1~

v ' ¥ 7--. PR FREI EER B -\—.,..4,.

« (1):Ugitsd Wations, Repord op.the World Social Situstion, New Tork,

95,
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Percenta-es of Po ulatlon in Selected Countrles of Africa | Glassxfle& as 
Residing in Urban Areas.in Larsest City and in Gltles ofdPo ulatlon
100,000 and Over and of 20,000 and Over. ' ' _

Countey - Date f;*fPerueent~ofnPODU1atiPaniliﬂﬁ'iﬂ‘zﬁ
>y o o Urban ~ Largest Urban area”  Urban area
Areas - City .. 100,000.and . 20,000 and
.- over - . - -over

W @ @ [ ) S 4 SR

North Afsfea o
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VAfrica 1951 42.6 7 5, "24.0- ST 30,7

Zanziber and Pemba 1948 20.0 17 1 ' SR i I |
L/'The three municipalities of Khartoum, Khartoum North and Omdurman are
taken together gince %hey are contlguous and for all practical, purposas

b/ ﬁormﬂ n%hgggFﬁE03581a dnly

-t
Hef Represen g the pula o% f‘ﬂmrobz The regults Of th g
Sgﬁlmgtgd popuggzgon of the cg&§t§§' hhas 3“% pex- cen Ihea?sg?
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The preeent development of African towne, gstriking as it is in
7eomparlson w1th developmeﬁﬁ 1n {5 paet, has neverthelese ot brought

the urbanlzatlon proceee “fo “thd same level ‘as in other” reglons of

e the world. About the year 1960, when more “than. one—quarter ‘6f the

Qr‘_‘of Latln Amerlcar and South—East Asm& (2 i g“ﬁg;

World‘s populatlon dwelt “in towns of 20 000 ‘or ‘moTe 1nhab1tante, only

[ BOome- szx per--cent of the. populatlon of Afrlca south .of : the Sahara

llved dn towns of similar.sizes, Urbanlzatlon in -North-. Afrlca {ex— .
cludlng the Sudan) - meaeured by the numhers llvlng 1n localltlee of '
20, OOO or MOre, affected.between 20 and 30 per cent of the populatlon,
Taking. the above-deflnltlon of ™yrban. centre“. urbanlzatlon in Africa,

1s far, 1ower ‘particularly south of the Sahara, than g, the countrles

o Table 2 ehowe, for a certaln number of Afrlcan countrles for
'hWhlch dats are evallable, the percentage of the ﬁotal populaﬁ1on
”rconéldered ag 11v1nw in urban areas. Theee percentages ars only .
useful for purposes of appr011mate cempafison,ndeflnltlons of "urban
&rea”,_usually complex enough in any case, belng basedrboth_on size -
of population and on the relative di#ersifieation of ‘the economy,
vary_eo'much from one African country to another. It ie'therefcre'
"perhaps preferable, at least for better comparablllty, to revard the
figures in- column 6 of Table 2 as the best 1ndleee of urbanlzatlon

levels. On therbasis of these flgures, it will be noted theﬁ, Wlth

gjanz*uq; end Pémba,, N
tdes w1th not “Tess than

'20 000 1nhab1tants does not exceed 10'1n moet countr1ee'of;Troplca1

Africa.

b e . b Sl A

(2) - The percentage of the populatlon 11v1ng 1n towns or clﬁles _
in Latin. Amerlea is roughly 24, in the countrlee of South%East Asia,

between 10 and 35. United Natlons, The Populatlon of Southﬂﬂast Asia
(1nclud1ng Ceylon and’ China (Talwan) ) New York, 1958,




SEM/URB/AF/4
Page 10 -

In one reglon only is the 1evel of urbanizatlon hlgh. Accordlng to
estlmates, more than 30 pexr cent of ﬁhe populatlon of Wsstern

Nigerla Elve 1n urban centres w1th 20 OOO or more 1nhab1tants, {as

0,

agalnst 11 per cent for ngerla as a. Whole

- Tn most Afrlcan countrles, the massg of the urban populatlon ,

Gﬁ=1s conoentrated 1n one o1 two towns oT; cities.: Forfexample,

# Aripoli (Livya), Porto’ Novo- (Dahomey)y Abl&aan (Ivory Coast),

- Lomé ((Togo) .and the 01t1es of ‘most countries of South and Bast,
Afrloa aecount. for mare “than: 50 per cent -of their respectlve
countrles‘ urban populatlnn. A comparison of columns: 5. and 6

in Table 2 shows that 1n most countrles for which -data are available,
7 the percantage of the total populatlon r631d1ng in small towns is so
- sllght that thess towns,;w1th thelr restrlctled populations, oan

L no ba51s for dlver51flcat10n of the economy.

I

IIt should be noted that a. good many urbanicentres in: Western
]: Wigeria consist of sprawling rural centres. (or large V111ages)
' whose economic @c%1V1ties hardly Justlfy the de51gnatlon of
S Marban centmesMin o0 oo oswe gL o L B
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TABLE

Cities and” urban agglomeratlons of 100000 and more 1nﬂab1tanﬁs -

Average annual rates of 1ncrease between the post—war perlode'r

~Bnd FECEHT years.'('C'w

oLty proper,'ﬁ?é

urban aggloweratlon)

Countries-and cities Period . v .iggrigii Pe;iodf*ﬁlriggﬁziiz
North Afrlca
Algerla _ R
-Alger C 1936-1954 1.74 A 1948-1959 " 1 4.68
Bone C 1936-1948: = =0.80 ¢ 1948-1954--  6.53
: - C A 1948-1959. . 2,12
_Constant;pe o C 1936-1948 . —~2,84 C 1948-1954 7" 10.93
R C ' . : A 19481959 6,50
Oran | C 1936 1.66 . ¢ 1048-1954: . 3.37
. L ' SRS A 194843959 - - 2.80
Sldl—bel—ﬂbbés c 1936—1948 0.85 ¢ 1948-1959. - - 5:94.
Morocco - : P R f i
‘Casablanca ¢ 1936~1951~52. 6.49 “C1951-52-19607 4,11
- Fes et C 1936-1951-52 1.37 LG 1951-52~1960 - 2, 23
Marrakech__ C 1936195152 0.80 0 1951~5241960 1440
Heknes . -: ¢ 1936-1951-52 4,11 ¢ 1951-52~1960 - 2.% Y
Oujda 0 1936-1951-52 5468 C 1951-52~1960 -5.79
Babat = - ¢ 1936-1951-~52 4,15 ¢ 1951~52~1960 4.40
'Tetoun i R C 1945 0.48
Tunigia L I S o o
,_Tupls A C 1936-1946" 5.19 C 1946-1956.  -1.17
: 1ﬁlexandr1a G 1937419470 - . 2.97 € 1947-1959 "~ 3,17
- Asyut C 1937-1947 4e13 € 1947-1959 -~ - 2.50
Cairo C 1937-1947 477 C 1947-1959 ~ 2.63
" Damanhur C 19371947 3.08 C 1947-1959 ~.3.28
El Mehalla el Kubra T C 1947-1959 - .. 2+72
Gdza C 1937=1947 5.68 C 19471959 8,39
Ismailia C 1937~1947 : 6428 - C 1947=1959.. 7 432
- Mansura C 1937-1947 . 3,98 C 1947-1959 = 2.52
~ Port Said C 1937~194T - 1.39 € 1947-1959 12,01
- Suez C 1937-1947 - T.89 - - G 1947-1959 2,98
Tanta C 1937-1947 3.95 .G 1947-1959 . 1.88
C 19371947 3.18 C 1947-1959 3,30

Zagazig -
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TABLE 3
(Comtd)

Countries and cities.

TInoraase .
Lper cent

.. Beriod

Increase
rer cent

Eaod Afrlca
_wﬁhlopla
: —‘;d_l = ‘"A.baba
_'A*nva
howbassa
Mairobi..

M&damascar .
CASAE N

Paaala"zve

. LnJon of South Afrlca

o ,“enorl
'Hloémfont§1n

JJrhan
VasJ Lendon

Tﬁﬂannesbu;g

Rort ullsabeth T?H3-

Pretoria
Springs

Vereeniging <o o

Sansd EF“lca .

ﬁﬂg@i&

13uanda

bbbbbbbb%hb

1936-1948
1935-19%0

19311948

Dk

ﬂl936—1946 )
219362 1946‘1 N
©193651946%
SY936°1946
19361946
?1936w19¢6" B
193621946 <

1936-1946 - .
1936—1946'
1936-1946 -
1936—3946

1938-1957 . emn. -

3424
4273

6.68

2.64
219

3.36

2' 63
4.66
3.06
" 3.01
6449
e 47
5.24

5- 26

644

”&B@Wmmkww%W«F

e b b b b b e e

_1948—1959;

1948-1959
19461959
1950-1956  1.04

19481957 1520

1946»196(2, )
1946-1960""
1946-1960 .
1946-1960"
1946-1960
1946-1960 . -
1946~1960 . .
1946-1960"
1946-1960 :
19461960
1946-1960
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TABLE 3
(Cont'a)*
s T * T .. i : ' 7_ ._ Incr.ea_seA ]"_,_‘;!;_:‘; [ Inc:['eaase
Jountiries and oities TRIOT  ber geny 7 Femlon  aeTeRse
Hest Africa (cont‘d) | | :;“ﬁ
 Congo - (Braz.) A i alaeene i .
| Braszaville |- - 0 1931—1946j' 9.96 C11946f1959; 3.74
Atara : ,=Cfl936*1948'”' 5.56 i 1948—1960“' 11,29
Guinea s Sl T Breiel S
Conakry . 1936~1946 - 7e18 ;:0;1946—1960: 3465
Biden 0 1933-1946 B EER ¢ ,1.246#195‘.5»'- 10.52
Jlévrla PR S : ; S
Tbadan € 1936-1952 1,08
Ifn ¢ 1931-1952 Te53
Iwo € 1931-1952 . 2,72
Keano C 1931~1952 1.82 . -
Lhgos € 1936~1950 3.77 C 1950-1960 - 469
Oghemogho C 1931~1952 2429 S
Cghogho € 1931-1952 4427
€ 1936-1946 3,51 C 1946-1954  7.40
C 1947-1959 3.65
Dentizal Africa '
Conzo (Leo. ) _ :
#ilsabethville _ C 1946-1959 9.52
. Leopoldville | C 1938-1947 14,21 C 1947-1959 10.67
Rhﬂreqla & Nyassaland, féd. of
South Bhodesia 4 1946-1959 10,31
Salishury A 194641959 11001

# Tinteg computed according to data given on Demographic Yearbook

1960, Table 7.

Pax ths populaticn of these cities and urban agglomeratlons the same table,

o pzoper,

s i

A ¢ urban agglomeration.
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The flgures in Table 3 show that. towns and.- 01tles of 100 OOO

or m more 1nhab1ﬁants have grown rapidly during the past thlrty years.

V':‘_Wlth very Ffew. exceptlons, the rates of growth of these towns are .

distinetly higher than those noted or estimated for all the countrles

taken together ( Table 1), In certain cases, these rates nay beﬂf3‘f'
sllghtly exaggarated, calculated as thay are from census data or urban;’l
populatlon estlmates, in view of under-enumeration in censuses: o
conducted before the Sacond World War and of changes in terrltorlal
boundaries. In other, . probably oTe ‘numerous, cases, the rate of N
populatlon growth have been under—estlmated because urban localltles
have over-run the terrltorlal 11m1ts of recently created or anclant

townse.
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=
RRaloiyd oty

h;K,:,Comp051tlon of porulation bY age and by sex -~ role of

',m%gggtlons.

' '”i‘by fertlllty and. mortal

_-The sex and age.. structures of g populatlon are determlned

ity rates, with- modIflcatlons due to

mlgratlons. But varlatlons 1n the . death-rate have but 11%%19

effect on the age. structure» The reductions in death—rate

noted in most African countrles, as in all other reglons of the

world, - affect people of all-” ages, esp901a11y at the hlﬂher

-_mortallty levelsaj A greater proportlon of the populatlon is

'11v1ng on to a rlpe 0ld age; at the same time 1nfant and chlld

: mortallty figures are dropplng9 more people are surv1v1ng untll

and durlng the reproduc
Dirthe Hence the ace 5
flcantly affects - by re
‘tlllty levels.

In a8 fracﬁlon of t
factor 1n African count

b sex and age structure.

tive perlod with a resultant 1ncrease 1n  -
tructure of = population is not signi- '

duced mortality, but almost solely by fer—i '

he populatlon, mlgratlon(4) -~ an 1mportant
ries .—.Has the effect of modlfylng the .

Thls happens in provinces or small countrles

subgeot to mlwratory exchanges Wlth other countries; 1t happens,

e too, 1n the urban and T

ural populatlons in a glven country,. -

The compo 1tlon by sex. and age of the population of certain

. urban zZones. in Afr?ca i

L5 shown ‘An Table 4. T+t is clearly dlfferent

from dlstrlbutlon by age (5) ofithe total population { urban- and

f,rm&ﬂ Ain the. mmecmm

tries (Table 5).

1 the inhabitan e of $HE urban ‘centre of

§4) For example, it emerges’ from a document before the Workshop

SEM/URB/AF/26) that ha

Khartoum: (Khartoum, Khartoum-Nor+th and Omdurman) were born outside
their.place of residence, The sane proportion of 'out51ders' is
found in 6 other - selected towns ( ses the same. table). Similar

_or hlgher proportlons are tc be’ found.ln mapy*Afrlcan_countrles.
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TABLE 4 _
Selecte& African couniries — Urban populatlon (or population

.mgf_selepﬁeqxg%p%es) Ty broad agefgroups AR seX.

N Digtribution per 1000 PITSONS
£86 ‘both

g group . Males ) L_Féééleﬁ‘ Sexes ratiosl/

Sex—

Congo (Brazzav1lle) ,; S -14 _‘L171,ﬁ. o169, .. 340 101

oo 15 0 k0 L84 . 654 139
T CESE T TIRCIRIEIT(<'o BRI, TSR SR R S S 6 100
1955-56 '-ﬂ' Lo u,ALl ages ".B54 .. ... 446 ...1 000 124

Congo (Leopol&v1lle) ‘:‘ ,  - ;j_" 0-14 . 206~_,|‘: f3,2Q23~¥ﬁ_,4O8 102
BN e 15 54 3237 2% . - 573 129

1955~5?} ?1_}fff;"‘: B O SRR, I CE T RS b AR R RN R s B 138
o A1l ages_‘ 540 . . - 4605071000 117

Congo (Lno.) L_fwrffwi_f :f,:_f._ —14 ,,“;175  -23 e AT 353 79

Dacongo - Poto Poto

ueopoldv1lle  '“”' A P R 100
1985 ,“:“ B ;All ages 583 . .141T- .1 000 140

1‘OiV Coast o ; . —14 Lo 163 o AB8 s 32l 103

et o e 15—54 410 255 . 665 161
) . . 60 + 9 , v 5 . .14_ 180
1955 . All ages 582 . 488 1 000 119

Ghamg o o T e e < gE1E 180 186 . 366 97
SR L L, 1be4s o 278 U0 219 T A97 127
. L 45 o q0. .o 6T 0 - 137 105

Guimea . LT T e g g 204 R 199 403 102
- 1584 - 258 o o T oBo B0 92

i : 55 & 30 _ 27 - 57 111

1@55- e oyeooo.soo . All ages 492 508 1 000 97
o , ‘ 15-54 . .321 . . 2269 - . 590 119

Abldgan
Acera -
Urhan aredsh

Trlpoll (RN N e = 55 SRR w0 T 92
1954 M ages:' S B2T L4730 1 Q00 110

Source- 8 OujreéMe; 1958 -~ Service des statlsthues d‘outre—mer i Parls 1959

and from census and survey data

L/ Sex ratlo 3 Number of men: for 100 Wcmen.a
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sge

' Tgfoﬁps

Dlsﬁrlbutlon per 1000 persona

Males FemaTes both
SeXes .

“Sex

ratios

(Mali) _
U»han areas_
1958

. Mo*oceo &/

10 ult;es_,

1951_1952 60+

( 1ues
1952 j-”

Higeria (West)_/ idw

- 50 + -

MQRQ (E t
azro aﬁd
ﬂzfand.rla

““"947

- 0-14

60 +

ral Afrlcan Republlc ‘
14 15-59
- 60 +

All ages

0-14

15-59
60 "+

i
\/
™.
L

\J l—» (D
a3 0‘3

o
!
90

Joxth Rhodesia o
(8 o2 uies) . 3
j 9\/0

o~14‘1“

‘ R 15—59M7ﬂ2__
mﬁi;ijwm“.ﬂm 0E
SR ' A 1 ages. "

014 -

L 15-5970
60+ -
All ages;‘_

A;, 0_19 B

B f:ﬁll agééi
0-14 -
- 15-49 oy

All agesiﬂ‘ﬁ
i 15-59

0-14

- All- ages |

208
265

196 404
3 2§Z;Lf;:1;$

498
177 189
1249 314

36 35
462

219 235
o241 257
.20 28
£ 480. 520

. 266 253
w208 200

36 . 37 g e ef.
510 496" iy

192 196
292 272
24 24

‘ff5{R§;w._m;h:fgagz;mm;a;miiooo;;nm:“;m

152 -138
384 . 318

4 .4 8
540 460 1000
228 216
321. 232

2 1 3
551 449 1 000

2/ Lagos, Ibadan, Abeokuta, Iwo; Ogbomosho, Oshogho, Ije, Oyo..

;5/ From Report on Northern Rhodesia African Demographlc Survey 1965,

Table 11, page 4.

25 | 12 44‘ B e

366 .

563 RN
o .. 103

538 R e T R

: CE?104

106:
.92
126
96

94
79

86

93
93
73
92
105
- 104
97

- 08
197

98
103

110
121
100
118
105
148
287
123

// uasablanca, Marrakesh, Fes, Rabat, Meknes, Cujda, Safl, Kenltra, Sale, Mazagan
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e TABLE 4 (comt!d)

Aééﬁﬁ Distribution per 1000 persoﬁs
- TST - Males - Femalés  both

groups - ' mexes.. ' ratios

Sex

" Sencgal S oas o oa7q 182 39 97
R T © o 15-59 0 L3 285 6027 116

1955 e M1 ages. . 514 486 ~ TIT000 DT 106
. 0-14 | . '195. 194 ,:3.90‘.7". 1oL
15-59.7  [..234 308 0 54207 76
fa - oo 60+ 33 35 6% 94
1957 L L A11 ages . 463 537 1000, 86

Togo . . 014 - 216 235 45177 92
1958 . 1559 248 271 519 92
: 60+ .. 10 20 ;030 . 50

| e | ALl ages . 474 526 TLTTTLI0000 T 90
- Union of South Afrios oo 0-=14 153 155 308 - 99
S oaesr v 0 15-59. 0363 269 632 135
| 60 +. . 28 3 ... .60 . . 88

| AL ages . 544 456 1000 119

“urban areas




SEM/URB/AF/A}

Page 19 -

) . “The differences. are. found in boﬁh dlrectlons.ﬂ= In somg
| urban populatlons, e.ge in- Worocco, Togo. etc., there is'a f" >
.gshortasa of ‘men - Whereaa “the . cltlas of the Uh1on of South
Africa. and, say,y: Daker show a: maseullnlty ratlo (é - of 119
and 106, respectlvely., One oharacterlstlc of reglons subaect
to rapld 1mm1grat10n is that 1n1t1a11y they recelve more men.
;fthan women - a common observatlon 1n dcmographlc hlstory. o
Later, the mascullnlty ratlo tends to osclllate around 100,
. a8 the urban economy becomes more dlver51fled and the urban
;:f;SOGlal organlzatlon more stablllzed. But ‘so 1ong, for L
;lexample,"as a clty's growth by 1mm1¢ratlon conﬁlnues and
.avallable 30bs are mostly s'ltable for men, the mascullnlty
ratfo may remaln very hlﬂh.‘ Leopoldv1lle 1s a case in p01nt.
Betweén 1926 and 1955, its populatlon 1ncreased by more than
ten times ( from 23, 000 1o 290, OOO) Durlng the same perlod,
"the” maseulinitys ratlo (_ base: 100) for the adult populatlon
was 360 in: 1926—29, 230 in 1930-34g 190 1n 1935—39, 190 in
1940-44, 180 in 1945-49 and 190 in 1950-55 (7) B

In the Uthﬂ of South Afrlca, where urbanlzatlon reaches

:ghest Tevel ‘on “the contirent: ( ses:Table 2), structure

%‘hé

f‘fby Age:and sex shows preaomlnance ‘af the populaﬁlon of worklng
- age ("se6 Table 4) Tn that age group (15m59 years) the

' _;mascullnliy ratlo is very hlgh, though 8 separate study of the

(5) Populatlon comp031t10n by age is of couree subgeot to error,
due [to under—enumeration of children and other forms of under-
eriuneration or multiple enumeration. - Such errors do not,
however, distort comparisons between Tables 4 and 5. Where
- censuses and surveys more fggquently under—enumerate young children
' in . rural.than in urban areas, the real distributions by -age and
sex. tend. rather 1o strenghten than to weaken the arguments used
his part of the study R A SRA
V_Number of. men to 100 Women. S

(7) .From data published in "Leopoldﬁllle, Phenomeme Urbaln
' Afrlcaln"( by L. Baeck), extracted- from "Zaire", N0-6 June 1956.
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neﬁﬁihdfgendﬁe*ﬁepﬁletieh*ﬁ/'ehdws“the number. of men per 100
Women to be normal, evern in.the working-age groups’ 1n the _
1nd1geneus pOpulatlon 8 between 15 and- 59 years of age, on the
othér hand the- maecullnlty*ratlo is 200, - This: ‘age’ group,
represents 72 per cent of the 1nd1genoue populatlon ~§r11v1ng
in urban areas. ThlS 1e partly explalned by the faet that :
ma.ny of the ’cowﬁs are mlnlng sbowms where! 1mm1g‘rat10n from rura.l

areae ig’ to eome extent temporery-

5 The maecullnlty ratlo of urban and rural poPulatlone
1n Gulnee for 1955 ehowe thet country to be one of" net emlgratlon.
Thle 15 especlally clear for the 15—54 age group, fbr the popu— o
latlon as a Whole and for the rural populatlon. In ‘the. caee -
of urbwn arees, the maecullnlty ratio bordere on 100 for’ all |

ege groupe and etands at 92 for the 15_54 age group. L

Accordlng 40 the- 1958 SUrvey, the ratio at Bamako was
under 100 £oF

f

- Bamako were born in “£h&" clty, among. those. born' elsewhere, women

‘fi age groupe. ‘Half oft the- 1nhab;tante of :

predomlnate, partlcularly in the 15—59 age groups’
quplte thls dlverelty, Afrlcan tOWns mey, generally
SPeaklng, be said to attract more men than Women from the rural
areasi | In that respect, Afrlca showe _common featur N Wlth most
S Adtan’ countrles, Whereas in modern Europe, Latln Amerloe and '

almoet all countries w1th a European populatlon, the towns ‘attract

more women .

_/ Ae used in thle document, the term."lndlgenoue populatlon“
means ‘the Bantu population, and the term’ "nonwlndlgenoue .

,.:. bopulation™ . elemente clagéifiead -under other headlngs In the

“”;censue of the Unlon of South Afrlce.':’a; SoA eem o
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e One of. the other fac’cors largely explalnlnv' thls “abnorma.l"

‘Jcomp051t10n by age and SeX 1s the structure of employment 1n

T:_Afrlcan urban areas. Were we ahle to measure the average length

of stay per 1mm1grant and to cla531fy 1mm1ﬂranﬁs as "temporary
- or permanent", mascullnlty ratlos mlght be very hlgh for “the
Mformer but perhaps observably near 100 for the 1a$ter. Thls
saems to be conflrmed by the flgures glven in Table 6.

It clearly emerges that in the Ghanalan towns selected 2/
v@fthe proportlon of ¢ the population born. 1oca;7y 191:15 hlgher among

{women than THETLe. In some towns the preportlon born ouﬁ31de the

nhgllmlts of the. cnnsus areas is’ very. hlgh, whlch argues both rapld

.nurbanlzatlon ana con51derab1e moblllty in Ghanafs populatlon.

o Inm, fact, half: of the, urban and,rural 1nhab1tants Were enumerated

. in ;1948 ocutside their. place 0¢ birth. . I% can, alao bg seen that

-Ml“T&thns are. no%. entlrely due to. the fllght from the laﬁd°

gi_they also affeqt townmdwellers,\_ Wlth the exceptlon of Sekondi~

r-kq*Takcradx, masaullnlty ratlos are oomparatlvely low for townﬂ

~Gwellera. of loc@l orig 1n.q_ They are hlﬁh, d SOmetlmes very
high, for those of non=local orlgln, excapt 1n Keta. The 1atter

is not 3 however, 8 very b1g town9 1n small towns the age and

‘sex structure ‘can e’ completely upset by someﬂlﬂla

the instsllation of an undertaking recr 'tlng fem 1e 1abour.

;3The hlgh proportlons of 1nhab1tants born outélde the cﬁnsus

areas, ags also the hlgh mascullnlty ratlos, demonstrate the

extrene moblllty of Ghana's urban and rural populations, Howaver,
the indirect measurement of the volume of mlgratlons by magculinity
ratios reflects only‘a mlnlmum of mlgratory movements, because

it cancels out an equal number of migrants of bhoth - sexes._

The male magorlty in certain African urban . areas reflects
the comp031t10n by sex and age of the migrants. It has sometimes
heen ﬁhought that ‘excess mortallty in women msy have leéd to a

surplus qf men. Gon81der1ng the hlgh mortallty rates l;/ observed




ﬂI,

 SENfURB/AR/4
:Page 22

?1n Afrlca, excess mortallty may affect Wenen Of oertaln ages,

;_partlcularly those correspondlng to the reproductlve perlodm

is unllkely that hl h mortallty 1n Womnn can 51gn1flcant1y
"%alter mascullnlty ratlos.- ' :  R :
,ﬁLIn countrles Wlth A European 01v1112at10n, 1nclud1ng those ‘of Latin

Amerlca, women are more attracted than men to urban areas.' This

... fact has often been presento& a8 a soclo—cultural phenomenon with

.'roots golngfdeep into’ European culture._ Tr countriés with a non-

'European 01v1112at10n, Bl in Afrlca and South—ﬂast A51a, the
'ifllght fr0n the Yand affects nére men than womén because, “inter alla,
" Women's Work 18" %here’ ‘confined ‘to the homes" However, the need to

7 ascertain present and future populdtion trends in-Africa demands a

" Yesgrarination @ certain views commonly held in the past. Many

"’Afrlcan towns and townshlps havé more’ “Women than men. It would,
B o be- sure, be. Wrong "o underestlmate the" 1mportance of sultural
o factors, such as ‘the Testriction ‘of female Tabotur 4o the home.
"”It Would seem nevertheless reasonable to argue that, Whlle migrants

?ffmake for the Lowns under the 1mpact of soclo—cultural factors ,they also

“ﬁ-Q/ Thls 00mparlson 1s Weakened by the errors attachlng to
ST plassifying population by birth-place.. I+ nevertheless

. cremains: significant.
/ See also fooﬁnote 4.

/ host countrles W1th low mortallty rates show excess male
. mortallty at almost alli. ages. - ' Lot S ,
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TABLE 5

 Age Composition of the Population for Selected African

Countries (Estimated percemtage of total population)s

‘lPercehthfito%éi‘gépulation-ageds

., Cowwtry ... .,  Gemsus date Under. 15 . 15~59 .60 .and over

North Afrien T S e et -
Mlgeria © T - CIgsATT 4100 5300 5.9
Libja U T IgBA 38,0 T 52,47 T 9.5
Horooog . U1951-52  C40.6 52,5 03,5
Suaan®. oo 1956 4Bu6 T 49087 3,5
Twaisdg: - o 0 o 1956 . U 41.8 TBRE B,
UAR (Bgypt) = v  ;11947*'1="'“ ~38:0"r‘7 557 6.0
Camtmeun® T q958 286 o 882 ¢ 2.5
Guimea® o lgss L a2a osagt 49
vory Goast® 1958 449 511 4.0
Hel® T T 1988 T 364 557 1.9
Csemcger® 7 L1958 401 534 65
Centrsl African Republiod ‘19584f_:‘_”]  .7 62,9 2.4
Cfngo (L?azzaanle}m/ :HVT;1Q59f'ii:; :  41;6 '1 3'56 4:'§.wllé10
.cmu B Y -0 5 X T -
ot e na aw s
mgeris® 1952—53'5‘, _f‘ m4p.2 539 - 49

Cdmgola T Lo ags0 3051 DUUS6,00 0 4l
Bosutdlams o . 1946 v 3T.6 535 8,9
‘Bochuamdlsnd © ' 1946 T 36.5 55¥7;?“"1'w738
Congo \LGCﬂalaf117e) R L I “'"35s2:r-: 158;4%?"55* 644
Hatpitins - 0 0 1gsg o 44&Q R R SR, 1
Mosembigne 1956 | 40:4 545 5.0

c"ﬁ;.uuf_’_hii}l *‘:';'}fx. -D.qg..g.. L\.u. J\} Lu,a 1
for & foint study oy thae Un®
o popiiation growih and sanpower in Sude

e pub;lc&t*oh)

: G
T e | PO
Slelot U NATLOT0

SEa Hetiona por

23 onbegories revised 1. Dive-year age grous® by nathews:s .

Loy I o . PR, N e = PRP Lo H e Wt . .
Goof e dhanosrarite Douple cusvey coverioe Gl e b
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g0 there_me;nlwaer‘economiq“peaeonse "

-The- relatlonshlp between urbanlzatlon in African countries™

‘and feglonal econamlc development 1ss on. the W'hole9 pretty loose.,
:wIn ‘other Words, urbanlzatlon has been more rapld than dlver81f1w !
'f:eatlon of the econamy, industrialization and, more generally,
- the creetlon on nonnegrlcultural employment.ln North Africa, for:
- dnstance, certaln 0ff101al studies .and surveys have revealed
:steedy and substentlal unemployment in centres like Tun1s,

o Casablanca, Qairo and Alexandrla. Uhemployment also appeers

1o have spread during certaln recent years in some 01i1es of

Troplcal Afrlca. However, in the absence of stetlstlcs and

:Jregular SURVeys, no quantltatlve study has bheen poeelble of the

'Qaemploymenj;s;tuetlon,;n most of theﬂlarger towms.

The employment eltuatlon in Afrlcan urban areas lergely

.hexplalns the age and sex structure of the mlgretory'movemente:
 'and of the urban pOpulatlons in general._ On the one hand, moet_
- of the gobs offered on the urban 1abour market are unskllled _
‘Aaobs. On the other hand most of the people newly absorbed 1nto
'fithe urban communltles have had no vocatlonal tralnlnﬂ or _.
i“tradltlon before belne 50 absorbed.u: In the competition for the
':avallable gobs, most of which demand nore phy81ca1 Strength '

fthan sklll, men have the advantege over Women._

Urbankpepuletlpn characteristics vary with the gize of

- ﬁown and ipegeconomicxact1v1t1es “+there engaged in. In averege--

éize and smell towns, opportunitiss of employment are noTe

. selective than in the wmain urban centres. For exemple, in a
. town of 8,000 1nhab1tante with a textile factory employing 1,000

=1persons, mostly women 5, the number of men of Worklng age is very,

llkelJ to be less +han +hat of wonen. in tLe Same groupe. But 1n
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__GHANA 1948 ~ Bex-ratios ( Number of men for. 100 women)

in selected cities of Ghana and dlstrlbutlon by birth
'place { born (local) ‘and not born (non—local) Where

!

 ;enumerated. ij:'

| :Citles and urbaﬂ_ 7 sex ratlos o ""'ﬁiéﬁfibution
agglomeratlons I accordlng +te blrth place IR ( f

RS DL i ,7floca1.-«ynongloca1; total_ ,_" lpcal ‘non local
R e T T e e MalesfFemales'Males Females

‘ Accra—éﬁjfwx; - 81 o .- 157. - 109 46 ;-_.553:_ 54 37.
 Remasi . . .. -9 19 . 1l2. 28 . 32 T2 68
‘Sekondi~Takoredi . 104 . 134 129 20 .-25 80 TS
Cape Cosst .. - 80 . 129 . 95 59 0 41 30
Kaforidwa . .. ... 91 . 107 101 32 35 68 65
Wiuneba . .- .. 87 . 125 . 95 T4 . 80 25 20
Kete, . .. ..82 By .. 8 . 5L . 53. 49 4]
Cemema® 85 e a2 4T - % 53 4

oo
1

"§gg£gg. Accordlng to data publlshed A “Census of populatlon ,1948,
Report and t5bles Ma o e

*'a) N where enumerated -

b) not born where énuneérated -

fc) total populatlon, pcpulatlon of Ghana, urhan and rural.s;f
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a mining locality of theguame 8129 1t'i; just‘as 1ikely that
the masculinity ratio will be very highi In large urban
'"'centresg noniagflculturai“economlcwacﬁivitywis-complex'and~"

employment oPportunltles are varled, so that the ;obs avallable

o both men and.women, are a}so dlver51f1ed, and. onportunlties

may in fact be about equal.' Amqng_:qmwons for a hlgh mascu—
llp;ty;rath and-a surplugrof-adults may be seasonal migratory
‘movements, ., In some African towns the influx of cowntry—
up;ﬁdwellérS_is_of;coursehpartly;tamPOIapy, seaggn@;'wggkgﬁsﬁsgﬁk}ng
. paid'emﬁloyment to eke out the fruits of the subsistence
economy they live by 1n the. countrys - The fact that thers is
a maaorlty of adult males in certain towns nay also be due B o
a.hou81ng shortage,-a5_1n~observable in most rapidiy-growing
' Af}ican towns. A low magdulinity rafio,.well below unity,
may result from ‘more employment opportinities for womer, £rom
2 Social movemeRd in which-women think by leaving their native
v;llage or’ townshlp of .orizin to emancipate themselves from -3

soclal OIWanlzaﬁlon that 18 inimical %o them.

W In almost all countriés throughout the World, the age
,ﬁgfﬁqcomPO$1t10n of urban @opulatlons showWs a hlgher proportlon of
adults between 15 and 59 years of age, and &, smaller proporﬁlon
Vof children and elderly people; than that of rural populatlonSo
The flguras in Table 4 do not contradlct %hat general rule. _
The, rural arsas-have a»markedly hlgher proportlon of chlldgena
‘It is said that the differonces between urban and rural popu-—
lations are in reality slightly more marked still. I+ is well
known that in African countries, as in most countries in other
parte of the world, underwenumeratlon of children is a olass1c
defect of censuses and surveys, and one which is more common’
in rural then in urban areas, The proportion of-PeOPle of
working age (15;59 years) is much higher in urban than in rural
areas, and the proportion of.the_elderly compara tively lower
 {see Tables 4 =nd 5). | |
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. This age siructure of urban popuiations kas substantial

'”iqrepércﬁssionsaén'a‘wﬁbie'ééries.of.ecohdmic and.-f'socia-‘-_lf‘pc_ﬁlicy=
Qé_ﬁfbbiems; sﬁch 35'eﬁployment,”eduoationﬁ‘houSiHG, pﬁblic"
“ﬁwhealth, establlshment of 1ﬁdustr1es etcses o With most. of i ‘the
_populatlon of Worklnm age, non-= agrlcultural productlon develop—
w,ment and consumptlon problems are not the sane -as. Ain rural
; areas, esp601a11y 1n those, that have 1ost a. hlgh proportlon of
;,1the1r adult %o the townso 1 And the p*ednmlnance of people of
;;:Worknng age. 18 not wlthout 1ts d;sadvantaﬂes, e.g. the ‘high
- proportlon of enemployﬂd adults 1n ,many Africen towns..q- In-r
;rural areas, partly thanks to. the sub51stence economJ, pro— N

aﬁk,blems of underwemployment and. unemployment are. less serlous,

. . ces..

Studies: od the sex and-age siructure-of the ‘population are

- glse useful -in seeking'solutiéns’tb"prpblémé?liké-%he national

- financidg of édugation or relief for theség961 j”Geher3T1y

spéakiﬁg,'ﬁhe'pr0portibn-of dependants is rot so high in urban
as in rural areas in Africa. In other words, for the same.
number of people of working age there are less éhildren of

school age to be educated in the towns. This situation is

. Partly dve. to the influx into the towns of people of working

age from the countrysides ,'Where'towh~dwellers of rural origin
send part of their earnings to their families, there is a redis-
trlbutlon of natlonal income in favour of the rvral aresas.

However, as the central asuthorities cannot count merely on this

_spontaneous machinery, calls have been made through publlc

flnance channels on the 1ncomes of. town—dwellers to develop
educatlon in the countrymden This 1sy 1t may be added, a
Pollcy with many and varied aims and consequen@es. Assistance

to rural educatlon ralses the educatlonal standardﬂ of the

. worklng populatwon, thus 1ncrea51ng the future flow of migrants

- at:lgggﬁ f;szﬁhg,po;nt.pf v1ew.of_soc;al,and_pol;t;cal consequen— .
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Cointe the_towns;;ﬂlniaddition; _financiﬁg eduodﬁion?and.vocationall
training ih theVQOuntry out of urban'funds does something to
;slow up the flight. from the land, thus remderlng 1ess thorny

-%he problems fa01ng the urban authoritiess.

‘The- proportlons of dependants in- the urban populatlon are

ii:generally higher than the figures in Table 4 would suggest.

"'*Forg a5 has bean seéns'a proportlon of the’ urban Dopulatlon,

Cyrarying- from-country 6 country, r651des temporarlly 1n the
locallty of employmentg ‘ Thls floatlng urban poPulatlon, whose
'dependants belonw to the rural populatlon, regularly sends some
~t.par% of i%s earnlngs baok to the" v1llave of orlmln. : Accoralngly,

Cin- the urban areas, where mascullnlty ratios’ are hlgh ~where

-”the populatlon ineludes a very high proportlon of people of worklng'

Y age, the proportlons of dependants-as currently caleulated ives
];:separatmly Tor each populatlon, exaggerate dlscrepan01es between :

town_and country. . . -
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V, Fertzlltv and mortallty rates

) The statlstlcal data on’ blrths and deaths avallable in African
.,counéries are far from sat;sfactory and of even less value than those

at hand -on the age and sex compoaition of the populatlon. Many Afrlcan
counirles have for 1ong been oomplllng v1ta1 statlstlcs, but of & quallty
80 far restrlcted by poor adminlstratlve fadllltles for applying a’

system of reglstratlan‘ The incompleteness cf thesa statlstlcs isg, moreover,

--aggravated by the 1ack of measures to 1nduce the populatlon fo make the
necessary declaratlons. In many areas, partlcularly‘some urban areas,.
the reglstratlon of blrths and deaths is regarded as complete, Yet llttle"
is known ‘of the peaple concerned 1n the blrths .and- deaths. On the one
hand, blrths aﬁd deaths arn not always referred to the place of residence
of the persona oonoarned; on the other, as rural and suburban residents
-frequently use hcspital facllltles mainly located in urban centres, vital
statlstlos ragisters of Aﬁrlcan towns are often swollen w1th records of

Table 1 gives estlmates of blrths and deaths 1n certaln Afrlcan
countrlea. These eat1mates are based on the method of stable populatlon
modals elahorated hy the Unlted Nations, u51ng populatlon distrlhution '

by age-and certaln other demographic characterlstlcs._But, baoause of

jy,migratory movements, ‘this method cannot be-used for seperate estlmates Uf
: fbirth and daath rates in: the towns and citles. '

: The occaslonal data avallable on- urban blrth and death rates are

B derived from sample surveya condueted mainly in West Afrlca (Tablas T
and 8). Hhile the results of these surveys cannot pretend to demonstrate
in any rellable way the probable effects of urbanlzatlon for’ all Afrlca,
they nevarthaless conflrm observatlons made ‘on dlfferentlal hlrth and
death rateB in. other partu of ihe world, '

-
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Mortalityu;'“'

EXG?pﬁ 1n Senegal and the Cenural African REDLbllC, orude death

-

‘raies are” nlgher in Iu;@l'ﬁf

n‘urban areas (Table 1) The exceptlons

_may be due merely to under—estlmatlon of crude deata rates 1n the rural

12
arsas. The 1nfant mor*allty ratew ¢or 1nstanue, 1s Tower 1n tOWn than_

asse Vallee 0¢ Senegal. Tn the’ other countrles considered,
‘ntry than towr that death rates

.country 1n the'

crude dea h ratea'ure so much hlgﬂﬂr in s

ﬁhava probably been‘undere tlmated in’ rural?‘ié;s of tbe Basqe Vallee of

'Senegal, and espncldlly in zhm'rural aruas
where the rate of 26 per l OOO ig mu Io
stable population method : 30 per 1,000 (l _
held that mortallty might bo higher in Af¢1uan urbun'areathEan in
rural areas, as happened in indus trzallyea ODTVtrleq in the 19th and

early ZOth centur:es- It is difficult to Judgo the merits of thls view

in the absenc of adeu.ate sEatis tl’s and. pygtena+1c populatlon surveys.
Nevertheless, from deialled studles%g/recently_made by the UN Secretariat
on mortality trends in less~develops d‘coun+riés there have emerged certain
6onclusion°.thaf.cas% serious doubis on the posalblllty of hlgher mortality

1n urban populataonso At the hlwhor mortalluy levels, a8 8.gs 1n most

Afrlcan countrles, most deaths sre’ due to infections, parasitic and respzratory

digeases. Such causes of demtn have been greatly reduced by the 1ne“pen31ve

medicol technl uwss slaboratzd in recont decaacs, and in Afrlcan countries

/ The infant mortality rate remains a good indesx to general mortallty
levels, despite fluctuations around the same general mortality index.
(See N Demographlc Fulletin No. 6 (not yet publl shed). .
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_public health facilities (hospitals, dobtors, nedecines) are much

better in the urban than in the rural areas. There is, of courseg“‘"

1o pretence that urban 11v1ng condltlons are always very healthy or all

tend to reduce mortallty rlsks, hut, despzte slums, desplte malnutrltlon,

1t Would be really surprlslng 1f mortallty wasg hlgher in the urban than

1n the rural areas of Afrloa, exoept 1n extreme - and very rare - cases.

Apart from the Central Afrlcan Republlc, 1nfant mortadlty rates aJe

much 1ower 1n towns than 1n the countrys;de. It should, howeve ’ be n‘ted

that the rates are, stlll pretty hlgh, partlcularly ccmpared Wlth the rate

.observed 1n Congo (Leopoldv1lle) The experlence of other 1ess—deve1_ped

St E

rsgzons, e.g. South;East A81a, shows that 1nfant mortallty can be

substantlally and rapldly reduced - say, to 60—70 per 1,000 - w1thout r;

undue publlc health expendlt re,
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Birth rates and fertility

. Eicépt in'Senegal and Congo.(Leopoldville), 6rude birth rates
for the urban population aré loﬁéf‘tﬁanLthosé-observed for the rural
populatlon. From the results of the survey. of the Basse Vallee 1n -
Senegal, “the crude reproductlon rate Was estlmated at 2.5 for the R
”populatlon of Dakay and ‘a4t 3.0 Tor the population it genstal. §6; “there.
;15 every reason to thlnk that the crude Hirth rate f@r ‘urban populatlans -
'1n Senegal does not represent thelr real fertlllty levels. Agaln, the
same’ survey establlshed that the number of 11ve chlldren born to Women

5_1;3/

between the ages of 45 and 59 year was 4.2 for women . 11V1ng in towns

and 5.2 for countrywomen. e T ﬂ

< In Congo (Leopol&v111e), the birth date for the. urban populatlon may
be explalned on health grounds, as (l)countryhdwellers newly 1ntegrated 1nto
the urhan communlty may prcsorVA the procreatlve hablts they have acqulred _
in"the country and (2) fertlllty may be 1ncr“asﬁd by reductlon 1n “the inci-
dence of certaln dlsaa39~5 11ke malurla, and the mltlth1on of morbidity.
But an examlnatlon of ay d15tr1but10n in the undar —5 section. of the poPu—
latlon sumrasts more under—enumeratlon of éhlldr“n in rural than 1n urban
areas, hence undermestlmatlon of the blrth rate for the rural populatlon.

Whlle the Blrth raﬁe glves an 1n1t1a1 measure of the fertlllty

level, that measure s no more than approx1ma-e, ;or, 31nce there 15'.

a whole sectlon of the populatlen that tekes no part in procreatlon ‘
(children and old people), the birth rate actually depends on the &

and séx structureé of the population. The‘gross reprodu¢tioﬁ'rételéﬁ;s

a more exact measure of foertility. In Guinea, it was 2.8 for the urban

populatlon and 3.6 for the rural ‘population.

' 13/ I.e. women who have completed their reproductlon periogd. Thls age
- . group (45—59 years) is preferred to the commonly used "45 and bver"
gTOUD, ag 1t eliminates the effects of forgatfulness 1n older WOmen.,

_4/ The gross reproduction rate is the ratio of the numbers in a given
' generatlon to the number of children it produces. In praotlce, it
is & questlon of determining the number of glrls a partlcular generatlon
of ‘girls born alive will glve birth to.
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.. 'TABLE 8 -

| | - Average numbei' of chlld:r:'en ever borﬁ by age of nother

Age

Gifoqps

s Guir_lea;‘ (1955) B 'Mal'i asst)

urban  rursl

urben rural -

“Soncgal (1957)

urban  rural

15 -19
25 - 29

35 - 39

45 = 59

20 - 24
30 -34

40 - 44

0,6
1,7

248

4,3
4,8

53

36

0,5
1,8
2,_'9:4
3,90

455
5,0

503

lO:S _
2,7
'4,of
4L
- '4’4.
449 |

1,9
3,2.f

.491::

4,8

4,8

0,5 = 0,4

‘1_’7.-.- : 1’7

a1 29
3,20 0 3,9

329 46
49137 5,0 .

.49‘2. © 5s2

VSourée s Annuaire statistique. Apnées _1955—1956 et 19_57_. -:-v01.6,

tome 1. Baut Commissariat général & Dakar — Dakar 1959
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Another-approéch_to'fertili%y'conSisfs_iﬁidetermining the total
_number: of ohildren given birth to by women:of. different ages. In the
*case of the: 3 countrles covered by Table 8 less: chlldren aresborn’
 .to tcwnswomen than %o countrywomen. This- ‘may - be: 8’ ‘very accurate p01nter
be fertllity levels, buk: 1t must not be- forgotten thatt the fertlllty

 of B populatlcn depends on a Whole oomplex of i demographlc varlables,
~oguite apart from other economlc and- social factors. As regards the .
Qurban populatlon,‘lcwer fertlllty rates may e dueta- 1ower marrlage
-rates, or even to. selectlve mlgraflons.*Countrywomen who * settle i
urban areas may. belong to a soclo—economlc category with dlfferenﬁ
procreatlve hablts from the rest of the populatlon. In addltlon,

1mproved publlc health 1n town, inter alia, together with 1essened
_morbldlty, may have the opp051te effect in tending to lncrease fertility.

_ The fac+ors determlnlng the fertility levels of populatlons are
: many and var1ed. For example, it is often held that in Afrlca, urhanlzatlon
: 1oosens tradltlonal custonsg (speclfloatlon of duratlon of suckllng, perlods
of abstlnence etc.); which have so far resulted in keeping fertlllty at

& certain 1eve1, and 1t is thought that their abandonment by 1ncomers to
town from the country 1s helplng to raise the birth rate. While the

effects of thTs relaxatlon of tradltlonal customs must not be underestlmated,
the questlon may be asked whether they are really szgnlflcant and conclusive.
An ana1y51s of cansus data and the population surveys that are expecte&
to be carrled out in Africa in the near future will show Whether there
.1s any marked dlfference in Tertility trends as between urban and rural

. populatlons, such as has been cbserved sinoce the start of urbanlzatlon

in economlcally developed countrles and, very recently, in Latin Amerlcan

'-and A51an countrles. Such beglnnlngs of . dlfferentlal fertlllty as have'

o been noted in Guinea, Mali and Senugal are follow1ng the llnes already noted

- in the economlcally advanced countrles._




:'Nef rtheless, mortal;ty Wlll decllne more qulckly, especla11*

i
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In Afrlca, as in. other reglons of the world, economlc and soclal

‘bal changes in thefbrtllltyof urban and rural populatlons.

1n urban

: areas, and the drop Wlll s art long before énygsubstantlal decrease

1n fertmllty. S0 natural 8rowth of the urban populatlon may be exp"cted

e rapid Gver the next twenty or more years. At the same tlme,‘much

'of that populatlon growth Wlll be attrlbutable to tde fllght from the

KRR SR
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' VI. Summarv and oonolu31ons

el In Afrlca, urbanlzatlon 1s 1argsly the result of the rapld o
‘-ggrowth in urban. and rural populatlons. It has been sstzmated that :
.. the. populatlon of Afrlca as & whole 1s 1ncr9331ng at a rate of about
',72 per. cent per. year. That must be consldsred a mere order of magnltude,
”w¢pend1ng more accurate estlmates based on. the results of reoant censuses,
- as-a; rate, it. 1s less rapld than those observed 1n A51 Vand Latln :
w_Amerioa. Over the next 20, years, in. the llght of oui piesent knowledge
__of mortallty and fertlllty tren&s, the rate of populatlon growth Wlll
_Hoertalnly reach the levels reoently observ d‘ln other less~&eveloped
Wlth a few rare exceptlons, limlted to a few countrles and
' rica, espeolally south of” the Sahara, cannot be regarded as

:'"@ver—po 1sted" e A Tapid’ 1norease 1n populatlon Wil nevertheless

1]reglons,

: ralise dlffloult probloms as regards economlo and SGClal development. From
-‘Jprssent knowlodge howover sllﬂht, of mlgratory ‘movererts’ it may e more
.or 1850 oonfldeﬁtly stated that much of the 1noresssd populatlon of the
E countrys1de, the proportlon varylng Proin oountry to country, will" flow into

‘a'ssurban areas. Urbanlzstlon w111 speed up ag the Fate of populatlon

'”7'growth méunts, especially with reduced mortallty. gl L

4o Glven. the present: level of urbanlvatlon 1n mos% Afrloan countrles,

_;the populatlon Wlll remaln ma“nly rural for the next few decades. The

.w@yeconomlc an& soolal problems oonfrontlng the central and reglonal authorities

”"Will ba A6 less difficult for that, since, - unless 11v1ng standards -
51mprove rapzdly in the African oountrles, urbanlzatlon will at least in
"'somo_degsee take" the_form ofza.transfer of”ruralnpoverty”to the urban

:'QAccordlngly, one of -the. chlef alms of economlq development pxogrammss

a be harmon:zed economlc growth Wlth hlgh priorlty accorded to
1noreased product1v1ty in’ agrlculture and related act1v1tles._Any hope,
however, that megsures to that end would to any great extent slow up

populatlon transfers from rural to urban areas is doomed to dlsapp01ntment._
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Csmpmisls : o

In the African countrles as 1n\other parts of the world, the factors

: . as dlstlnct from demographlc factors -
respon31b1e for speedlng up urbanlzatlon'%end to become asg 3001a1 as

they are economrc. OW1ng to the"crﬂﬁ et EAl soclal asplratlons 1nvolved,

:~@fthe great cltles represente& hy the Afrlcan pdrts and *he’ admlnlstratlve

Leconomlc and admlnlstratlve decentrallzatlon.-”“*“

linked.: Wlth urbanlzatlon. The summary and heterogeneousA_'

_;and cultural capltals w111 contlnue to grow over the next few decades

Jﬁmore rapldly than the small or medlum—51zed tdwns. Thls is" & phenomenon

obaervadthroughouf.the'world, in both economlcally advanced and lesa~

) Jdeveloped countrles. The problems ralsed by urban hypertrophy Wlll,

¢ hoWever, be less acute in African’ countrles, Where pollcy tends towards _

.\'

o T R

Such 1s the demographlc plcture of urban growth 1n Afrq:a.ﬁcountrles.

It clearly calls for a. tharough study of demographlc factors énd trends

7, ﬂstatlmtlcal data given in. thls ‘document shows how recessary 1t 1s for

. the. authorltles respon31ble for admlnlstratlon and plannlng %0 promote

ffand to undertake demographlc studles on age and sex structuresl
';morﬁallty and fertllmty 1evels, and mlgratory movements. Sample surveys
-“and studies on. these facets;. made eapler now. by the censuses conducﬁed
__;in recoent years, should be. carrled out 1n the llght of experlence galned

1: 1nmother countrles. In” addltlon, economlc an&ssoclal~development p0331h111t1es
‘ﬂ?call for thoroughstudles ‘of the “prban” worlking - populatlon, ‘it8 age and

"sex structures, R comp031tlon by ‘edudatidnal and wocational: tralnlng

stan&ards, and itee dlstrlbutlon Jbyreconemic activity, sec%ors' Prospects

e Fegpl ‘régiondl ecddemic -development should also -be evaluared with: & view

FEUEG plannlng sofie redlstrlbutlon of: mlgrat@ry movements to mltlgate problems

arising out of hypertrophy in certain towns and cities.

T ﬁ/ For many “african countrles, 'ho ‘detailed data are available on the

sagevgtrydturs wof the population. Recen’:.surveys. have produced certain
e technlques fox, obtalnlng such data, - & the “calendar of events"
' mathod. ’ = Do el

T me we wm e




