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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The sixth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of African Least
Developed Countries was held at Yaounde, Cameroon, from 13 tb 17 April-
1986.  Opening statements were made by Mr. Djomatchoua Toko, rep%esehting
the Secretary—General of the Organization of African Unity, the Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,

Mr. Adebayo Adedeji and the Minister of Cameroon for the Plan and Regional

Development, H.E., Mr. Sadou Hayatou who formally opened the meeting.

2. Representatives of the following African least developed countries
attended the meeting: Benin, Botswana, Burundi, the Central African Republic,
Chad, the Comoros, Ethiopia, Equitorial Guinea, Guinea, Malawi, Mali, the
Niger, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sac Tome and Principe, the Sudan, Togo, Uganda and

the United Republic of Tanzania.

2 Observers from the following Member States of the United Nations not
members of the Economic Commission for Africa: China, France and the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

4., Observers from the following States not Members of the United Natioms
also attended the meeting: Democratic'People“s Republic of Korea and

Switzerland.

= The following United Nations bodies and agencies were represented

at the meeting: Office of the United Nations High Commissici for Refugees
(UNECR), United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Deve-
lopment Programme (UNDP), United Nations Volunteers Programme (UNV), Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAC), United Nations
Fducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESO), Internatiomnal
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAOQ), World Health Organization (WHO), World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and World Food Programme (WFP).

6. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented:
Africa Development Bank (ADB), Economic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and
Organization of African Unity (OAU).
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1. In accordance with the Commission's rules of procedure, the African

National Congress of South Africa was represented.

8. The Confercnce elected the following officers: Chairman,

H.E. Mr. M. Yaovi Adodo, Minister of Plan and Industry of Togo; Vice-
Chairman, H.E. Mr. M, Guy Darlan, Minister of Plan of Central African
.Republic; Rappofteur, Mr. G.W. Lutaya-Kamya, Chief Government Development

Economist, Ministry of Planning and Economic Development of Uganda.
B.  AGENDA

9. The Conference adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the meeting:

(a) Statement by the Executive Secretary;

(b) Statement by the Secretary-General of OAU;

(c) Statement by the Secretary of State of Cameroon for the

Plan and Regional Development;

2. Election of officers;
3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
4, Consideration of the report of the fifth meeting of fhe Intergovern—

mental Committee of Experts of African Least Developed Countries

(a) "Review of economic and social conditions, major problems
and policies in African least developed countries - 1984—1985;
(b) Progress towards the implementation of the Substantial
New Programme of Action in African LDCs;
(¢) Food strategies in the African least developed countries:
An assessnment;
(d) Review of ECA activities in 1984-1985 and work programme
for 1986-1987 in favour of African least developed countries
5. Any other business

6. Adoption of the report and closure of the meeting.
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€. * 'ORMAL OT'ENING OF THE MEETING

10. On behalf of the Secretary—-General of O0AU, the Director of Economic
Development and Co~operation welcomed participants and thanked His
Excellency Mr. faul Biya, President of the Cameroon, the Government, the

CPDM Party and the people of Cameroon for their hospitality.

11. The Lagos Plan of Action adopted in 1980 and the Substantial New
Programme of Action (SNPA) for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) agreed upon
in September 1981 at the Paris Conference had provided a mechanism for

the member States to deal with the existing socio-economic problems and
to'sensitize the international community on the specific concernps of

the African LDCs.

2. In response to the continued grave economic situation of the African
continent in general and of the African LDCs in particular, che twenty-
first ordinary se551on of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government

of OAU had in July 1986 adopted the Afrlcan Priority Programme for
Economic Recovery, 1986-1991, vhich aimed at 1mprov1ng the food

situation and rehabilitation agrlculture, reduc1ng Africa’s external

debt burden, cvolving measures for a common platform for action of sub-
regional, regional, continental and intercontinental levels, and continued
struggle against the political destabilization.ByNSouth Africa of the
economies of Southern African countries. The Heads of State and
Government had observed that the socio-ecoﬁémié situation in Africa had
been aggravated by the global economxc decllne, the unjust international

economic system and natural dxsasters such as cyclones, floods and drought.

13.‘ The Mld—term Global Review of the progress achieved by SNPA held
in Geneva from 30 September to 12 October 1985 had revealed that the
soc1o—ecogom1c condltlons of LDCs had declined substantially due to
such causes aé déciine in expéft'earnings, diminution of capital
formation, unfavourable interest rates and heavy debt servicing,
further aggravated by meteorological conditions which had adverse

affects on food production, thus causing more famine and misery.
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l4. He concluded by stating that the development of Africa must be the
task of the African themselves, taking into account the complementarity

of co-operation and economic integration at the subregional and regional
levels., ;

15. 1In his opening statement, the Executive: Secretary of ECA expressed

his appreciation and thanks to the President, the Government and the

people of Cameroon for agreeing to host the meeting, and for the exceptional

hospitality and warm welcome ‘extended to the meeting.

16, He drew the attention of the ministers to two very significant events that
had taken place since the Minister's fifth meeting in Addis Ababa in
April 1985:

(A)l The twenty-flrst ordlnary se331on of the OAU Heads of State and
: Government at which the Afrlca s prlorlty programme for economic
_recovery, 1986-1990 was adopted out of a very serious concern
for the continue deterloratlon in the soc1o economic condltlons
, on the contlnent, '
(h):_The meetlng of the UNCTAbblntergovernmental Group on the LDCs
: .’1n Geneva from September 30 to October 12 1985 which undertook
a, mldterm global rev1ew of the substantlal New Plan of Action
and made recommendatlons to be melemented over the same period
s the APPER, e ‘ |

17. In its resolutlon 40/40 of December 2 1985 the General Assembly'had decided
to hold a special session at m1n13ter1al level from May 27 to 31 1986 to
consxder, 1n depth, the cr1t1ca1 economxc 51tuat10n in Africa. In the
preparatory process for that se331on; the OAU and LCA secteta*lats, as
well as the extraord1nary 58531ons of the OAU Counc11 of Ministers and

the ECA Conference of Mlnlsters,had played a SLgnlflcant part.
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18. The areas.of concern and recommendations of the UNCTAD mid~term global
review included rcaffirmation of the SNPA target of 0.15 percent of

domor GNP as official development assistance; reiteration of the appeal

by the twenty-seventh meeting of the United Nations Development Committee
in 1985 calling for an adequate eighth replenishment of IDA in 1986
recognition of the intensification of the debt service obligations of

LDCs over the years; and recommendations to the international community

to pursue actions aimed at facilitating trade access of LDCs to foreign

markets.,

19, It was important for the Ministers to tie in the Immediate action.

of the Memorandum adopted at their fifth Conference with that of the
Priority Programme, and to be prepared, collectively and individually to
take steps relating to rehabilitation and reconstruction.of the key sectors

of their economies,

20, Among the major items on the agenda were, first, the worsening socio-
economic conditions in the Africa LDCs, primarily due to the 1982-1984
drought., Per capita GDP growth rates in 23 African LDCs in 1984 had
either been negative, stagnated or fallen short of the SNPA threshold

of 7.2'per”cent; although, thanks to the recovery in agriculture in .
1985, overall GDP growth was expected to register a modest increase

of 2.3 per cent in 1985. Nor had the manufacturing factor

fared any better, as evidenced by the 6,6 per cent decline 1in
output in 1984 due tc under—utilizsation of capacity brought about by :
shortage of foreign exchange resources for imported inputs. There was
thus a continuing need for the implementation of the measures put forward
by the secretariat to the fifth Conference of the LDC Ministers to enable

countries' to cope with the problems of excess capacity.

21, The slow progress in the implementation of SNPA was apparent from

the fact that, to date, only approximately $17 million or 18 per cent

of Africa's LDCs' external résource needs was available from net offical
development assistance from DAC countries multilateral sources and OPEC
countries. Concomitant with the adverse trends in concessionary assistance
flows was the heavy external indebtedness of the /Africam LDCs, reaching.

about $30 billion in 1984, with an annual debt service of about 28 per cent.
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22, Concérning food strategies, the temporary respite provided

by the humpér harvest in many countries in 1985 should not lead to
complacency about ‘the need for medium~ and long=-term strategies in food
production. THe study prepared by the ECA secretariat on food strategies

in the African LDCs was thus as relevant as ever,

23. 'In conclusion, he informed the Ministers that although the scale of
the technical assistance and advisory services offered by the ECA
secretariat was bound to be adversely affected by the current financial
problems facing the United Nations, the secretariat would continue to

respond to the needs of the African LDCs.

24, His Excellency Mr. Sadou Hayatou, Cameroon Minister of the Plan .
and Regional® Development, welcomed participants and drew attention
to the hardships which the least developed countries had

been facing. Most of them were land-locked and expcsed to the rigours
of drought and other catastrophes, while, on the other hand, they

received little aid from the international community.

25, As was apparent from the review of economic and social conditions,,.
in the LDCs, the economic recession wreaking havoc in those countrieg
had become a structural phenmomenon as a result of both domestic and

external obstacles,

26, Domestic ecconomies in Africa had been based mainly on agriculture
and the countries concerned had no mechanisms to protect them from
natural disasters, such as drought, floods and cyclones that had seriously
damaged the economy of entire rzgions of the continent. In addition,
although the agricultural sector employed 70 per cent of the economically
active population, it had not been given the priority and attention that
it deserved., Agricultural production techniques remained cbsolete,
agricultural supervision inadequate, and the income earned by farmers
inequitable. Consequently, the agricultural sector had not been able

to feed a growing population. With an average annual added value in real
terms of abour 3.7 per cent in the agricultural sector, and stagnation in
the manufacturing sector, with an annual growth of 0.03 per cent, the

GDP of LDCs had declined by 0.7 per cent per year in the period from
1982 to 1984,



E/ECA/LDCs .6 /L
Page 7

. 21., So far as providing transpoxt facilities for expediting emergency
aid:to land-locked countries weds:concerned, Cameroon had, in a:spirit

of solidarity, opened the port of Douala to a large extent and had
mobilized every possible means of transport.

28, With regard to external economlc scene,he drew attention to the

fall in, the prices .- of theumamn Afr1can exports on the 1nternat10na1
market and the consequént: steady- -deterioration in the teérms of trade

for Africa. He also referred to the African nations’ dependence on the
outside world: for covering thleir food deficit and for the capltal
formation required for their development. '

29, . The Substantial New Programme of Action, adopted' in 1981, had failed
to fulfil the hopes it. had raisedi "Even though the African ‘'LDCs had
formulated%tneir:develqpment;prdérammes and plans in line with the glabal
etrategy laid down in thet_Ppogtanme and had adopted austerity measures
80 as te generate and mobilize greater. internal savings, international
support had fallen short of expectations. Indeed, whereas the external
financing needs of African LDCs had been estimated at $86 billion,

actual ODA dlsbursements from the Development Assistance Committee and
OPEC countries had remalned stagnant and had, in some cases, deven been
revised downwards. The set target for doubllng the volume of ODA in

1985 or for 1ncteaslng its veiue'to 0. 15 per cent of GNP was far from
being attained. ”hat sxtuatlon had been aggravated by the difficulties
of replenishing the resources of the multilateral financing agencies.
African LDCs had seen their external debt risen to 18.2 per cent of
Africa's total external debt;'ébsorsing 25 to 30 per cent of their export

earnings each year.

30, iHe 'addresseéd acsolemn:appedl -to the African LDCs' major aid partners to
.show. a greater spirit :of :solidarity, especially' by increasing their
official and.private aid-and by extending their compensatory financing

to cover a wider range of products so as to stabilize the export earnimgs

of African countries,
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31. He concluded by expressing the hope that the work of the Conference
would make a substantial contribution to the special session of the United
Nations General Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa which
would be considering Africa’s Priority'Programme for Economic Recovery,

1986~-1990, adopted by the twenty~first OAU Summit.

D. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Consideration of the report of the fifth meeting of thé'Intergovernmental

Committee of Experts of African Least Developed Countries (agenda item 4)

32. The Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committeec introduced the report

of the Committee's fifth meeting (E/ECA/LDCs.6/EXP.5/6) déaling with

(a) review of economic.and social conditions, major problems and policies in
African least developed countries, 1984—1985; (b) progress towards the
implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action in African LDCs;

(c¢) food strategies in the African least developed countries:: An assessment;
and (d) review of ECA activities in 1984~1985 and work programme for 1986-1987

in favour of African least developed countries.

33. The document the Committee had considered on the LDCs' economic and
social conditions (E/ECA/LDCs.6/EXP.5/2) was in two main parts, the first
dealing with the changes in the situation in terms of macro-economic aggre-
gates, public finance; balance of 'payments and measures taken by the LDCs
to regulate their economies and the second repeating the same analysis on
a country-by-country basis. .
34. The Committee had examined the study on food strategies in the African
1DCs (E/ECA/LDCs.o5/EXP.5/4) in the light of the Lagos Plan of Action, and
had concluded that the measures proposed were not the only measures for
achieving food self-sufficiency. It had also noted the secretariat’s
proposal for an in-depth study on the implications of structural adjustments

and stabilization programmes for long-term growth and development in African
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LDCs umder its work prooramme for 1956~1987 taking into account both the Memo-
randum of the Conference of Ministers as well as th= rasolutions taken at the
ifid~term Global Review of the SNPA. The Committee had also examined the acti~
vities of ECA for 1954-1985 (£/ECA/LDCs.G/EXP.5/5) but had seen no need to

wake specific recormmencdation on the subject.

(a) Consideration of the Economic and Social Conditions in African

Least Developed Countries, 1984-1985

35. The Conference roted the report of the Intergovernmental Committee

without comment.

(b) Progress towards the implementation of thz 3ubstantial New

Programme of Action in African LDCs

36. The Conference discussed this item together with document E/ECA/LDCs.
L/EXP.5/3 on the subject. In the ensuing discussion a representative drew
attention to a reference in paragraph 34 of the report of the Committee
stating that aid modalities had become increasingly flexible in terms of
the grant element, maturity and grace periods. He said that in view of
the prevailing grim situation in the African LUCs, it was

incorrect to state that aid modalities needed to be understood before one

could make such a remark.

37. Ome representative nointed out that, contrary to the optimistic view
expressed in parégraph 34 of the document, aid modalities and the terms
imposed by donors had, with few excentions, not become increasingly flexible.
Much still remained to be done to improve them and increase the benefits
received by LDCs, and such a positive conclusion was therefore not warranted.
The same delepation noted that the Committee had not taken a firm position
regarding the cancellation of the debt as had been done previously and as

the LDCs wished.
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3%. One delegatioﬁ also drewv attention to the fact that the bulk of aid
was channelled through multilateral financing institutions such as the
World Bahk, vhose terms were very stringent. If no é?pfopriate steps were
taken, the LDCs' debt problems would become considerabiy worse, because

the cancellation of any uwon-multilateral debt would still leave the multi-
lateral debt intact. R

39. A representative stated that in view of'thé”structural and non-
structural nroblems and predicaments of the LDCé;Ttheir seculiar -attributes
and accepted nomenclature should have been amongst those employed for differ-—
entation in the African submission to the May 1985 special session of the
ECA, and wondered_whether the Conference should not., even at this stage,
submit a position paver or special memorandum. to the Genercl Assembly to
enable it pay special attention to the .T_.BCs_.__Th_i:s9 it was explained,

would in no way, retract from having a consolidated African position. He
concluded ‘by saying that while it is necessary to ‘continue to implement the
SNPA, it was no longer.enough to stick merely to the 1981 Paris Programme
in the light of the renewed effort and additional apvroach of the inter-

national community to focus on Africa's serious economic problems.

40. Another:representative wished to know whether the ECA Conference of
linisters could at this stage influence the work: already concluded by the
tlarch 1986 extraordinary session of Ministers to prepare for the specialrv
session of the Genersl Assembly followed by the Conference of Ministers of
Foreign Affairs and-furtherpq%e Qhethef.the African nosition paper wopld

be presented. -: _ ; ' ' e

41. Responding to issues raised by péificiﬁants, the Executive Secretary
expiaihed that reference to iﬁc;eééing flexibility of aid modalities in
paragraph 34 of the repont‘oversfateﬁ the prevailing situation in the
African LDCs., It in fact contradicted the llemorandum adopted by the

Conference in 1985 as well as what is stated in the Special African submissicn.
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He advised that the séntence be deleted as it did not conform to facts, .
He further explained that patagraph 35 did not refer to public debt but to

private debt.

42. As a further elaboration on the debt issue, the Lxecutive Secretary
explained that Africa’s submission to the special session of the General
Assembly méde a distinction between the financial resources needed for
investment prograrmes and those required to service the debt, which absorbed
between 40 to 50, and scmetimes up to 100 per cent of countries' export
earnings. It also proposed three series of measurcs, namely the reduction
of debt chargeéiby $US 2 billion a year, the conversion. of the public debt
and its sérﬁicing‘into long-term loans payable over 30 to 40 years with a
10-year gracé period, and the reduction of interest rates on commercial
loans to écceﬁtable levels., The aim of all those: proposals was to ensure
that réséufées intended for financing investment nrogrammes were not absorbed
by debt servicing. He reminded the meeting that the January 1986 meeting of
the permanent Steering Committee of OAU had taken the important decision with
regard to the treatment of debt in the African submission to the special
session. The debt issue was to be treated as a resource f£low problem with
the resources neceded to ameliorate the debt situation clearly delineated

and separated as distinct from the resources needed to finance the APPER.
This was why in the f£inal submission to the special secssion resource needs of
“US 14 billion - ,US 23 billion per ammum were identified for debt service
over and above the ,US 9 billion per annum extcrnal rosource gap for APPER.
The document of coursc contained measures to be taken to ameliorate the

debt burden such that the resources available will not be usad for servicing
debt but for investment in the APPER. In contrast, the July meeting of the
permament Steering Committee had asked for a special international

conference to be convened in Africa's external debt.

43. As regards the proposal to submit a special paper on LDCs to the liay
mecting, the Executive Sccretary explained that there were two issues:

(i) the substantive one as to whether LDCs problems werc already adequately
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‘identified and focused ‘upon in the African submission, and (ii) the quasi-
political issue as to whether there should be a separatz submission for

tha LDCs. He pointed out that although the LDCs were not mentioned in the
African submission as a group, their peculiar problems werce reflected and
hizhlighted in several parts of the document, In short, all the issues
which could have'peen treated in a separate chapter or document on the LDCs
were already substantively covered in the document containing the African
submission. The African submission, he pointed out, more than covers the
main concerns inthe SWPA, including for instance the issue of conversion

of ODA dcbts into grants, and it would be repetitive and counter-productive
to have another submission on the LDCs. He concluded by saying that while
the African submission in the basic document for the General Asscembly's
special session, andthcrefore the document on the basis of which Africa
should negotiate, there was nothing wromg for the LDCs to ensure that their
peculiar concerns and specific problems-are taken into account both in the

negotiating process and the special session itself.
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{e) TFood strategies in African Least Developed @ountries: An asBessrent

L. One representative said that most Africen countries had been affected by
drought and famine and were seeking to attain food self-sufficiency. While
information was available on the role thet intergovernmental organizations
could play in aésisting member States, such information was lacking in the
case of non~intergovernmental crganizations (NGOs), and he therefore requested
the seeretariat to toke stock of those organizations in the region, in European
end American countries and what technical, finencisl and meterial assistence
they eould provide. Moreover, most donor agrencies résorted to the use of

very eostly foreign experts even where fully qualified African experts were
available. There was need for the secretariat to provide countries with a
directory of African exﬁerts whose services could be used in technical co-
operation programmes, so as to reduce the cost of foreign experts and thereby

incrense the resources available for investment.

45, The Executive Secretary explained that the issues raised were very
important; they had in fact been discussed by the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole, and were reflected to the Conference of Ministers.
Merbes States themselves had to act in order 4o remedy the problem. First,
they bad to ensure that they do not recruit foreign experts where local
expertise was available. Acknowledging that sometimes local experts would

not have the requisite experience, he stressed that those experts did need

tc pick-up the experience and therefore needed to be given the necessary
opporfunity. In that connection he felt that member States had to give
careful attention to effective and efficient use of their menpower. He
informed the Conference that ECA published a directory of African experts
every two years, and the information it contained weas cveilable to all member
States. However, he would endeavour to ensure that the information was widely
circulated. The ECA also maintained a computerized date base with informatiom
on African experts, and could respond quickly to requests from member States
seeking such informetion, Thirdly, the ECA-sponsored institutions could also

be called upon to provide technical assistance in their specific areas of
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concern,  Aq gxample was t@ghstudy on gﬁdergrougﬁ Water for‘the Comecros under-
taken by the Mapping and Survey Centre‘in Nairobi as part of avarid-Eank
Project. The Centre had implemented the project very well end cheaply. Finally,
the Executive Secretary informed the mecting thet ECA did not have full
information on NGOs. However, the secreteriat would undertake to compile &
directory of NGOs, with information on their fields of cperation and their

contact addresses.

46. LAnother representative pointed out that member States often wished to use
local exwerts, but technical assistance agreements required Gevernments to pay
their owm experts, and use of leeal expertise would thus be non-reimbursable..
He then drew the ettention cf the UNDP and the World Bank which accepted the
use of local experts, and appealed to cther foreign financing agencies to

follow thet example.

47. The Conference took note of the information provided by the Exceutive .
Secretary and stressed that the problem of technical assistance had a number

of aspects: while African experts might not be properly organized, and there
was always the erroneous impression thet foreign experts were better than
Africen experts. While recosnizing theat the financial requirements of technical
assistance often made it necessary tc use foreipn experts, the Conference

urged thet measures should be taken to ensure use of domestic or other African

experts within the framework of technical co-operetion among African countries.
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(é)'>ReView of BCA activities in 1984-1985 ‘and work prograrmme for

" 1986-1957 in favour of African Least Developed Countries

48. Delegation expressed the view that ECA shall continue gathering macro-
economic information and making it available to member States to assist them
in formulétidg reéponses to such problems as fluctuations in the exchange
value of the United States dollars, escalating costs of imnorted rav mdterials
"and equipéent, and the cost of food. They further remarked that ECA should
anaIyse'thé situation of the debt burden and components thereof ‘in order to
fully assess the impact of excgeneous factors on what African countries have

been trying to achieve so far.

49. One delecation expressed concern at the objectives of the intended;study
of the implications of structural adjustmeénts and stabilization'progtéﬁmes'for
iong-téfm growth and development in African LDCs, asked what its cont:mt would
5e. and pointed out that the terminology used was similar to that of the World
~"Bank and I F, Other delegation said that the annual reports of the members of
‘the Uorld Bank group influenced the economic thinking of member States in a

direction contrary to their oim views on development. Studies such as the one
proposed could convey essenﬁial points relévant to analysing the impact of

measures recommended to and acted upon by member States in their dealings with
the IITF and the "Jorld Bank,.and ﬁhus, such studies assist member States im their

nesotiations with those institutions.

50. One delegation inquired as to the status of implementation of the 1981

degision of the Conference of Ministers to establish a uait within ECA to

momitor the implementation of the SNPA to assist LDCs.

51. The representative of UHESCO summarized the activities recently under=

taken by UNESCSO under its strategy for combating the problems of drought:

UITESCO had also been involved in resettlement programmes in respect of

scientific and technological assessment of the areas concerned and analysis

of the education and training and human development implications: ipig1d missions
had been undertaken toc LDCs to that end, and in the 1986~1987 approved budget,
UHESCO would carry out more work under the special programme for research and
development for LDCs within the framework of the priorities set out in the LDCs
within the framework of the priorities set out in the Lagos Plan of Action and

the decisions of the twenty-first Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU.
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52. The Executive Secretary said that the possibilities of gxpanding the unit
for LDCs were constrained by lack of ‘resources. However, wherever possible
extrabudgetary reésources enanatxng froq the Unlted Nations Trust Fund for
African “evelopment supnlementlnp the neagre resources under the renular
budget, the concerns of African LDCs had confirmed to be addressed through an
1nter-d1v151onal sectoral Coumittee Whlch followed up LDC-related act1v1t1es
in substantlve divisions 1n the ECA work programne. He went on to stress the
importance of the proposed study, and mentioned that the decisiqﬁ oﬁ the
meeting of the ministers of LDCs had requested an asse:sment of the”impagt on
debt;‘devaluation and the effects of IMF structural adjustment.coﬁditicns on

the African LDCs which have implemented these conditions in the past.

53. The observer for France took the floor and said that his Government's
analysis of the African LDCs' situation made allowance for natural disasters,

and also took into account the countries' external vulnerability and their
domestic deQelopment. lis deleoationlfécognized that external vﬁlnerability
constituted a severe handicap to deve10pment, and that it had 1ncreased since

the beginning of the 10803 vlth the violent fluctuatlons in prlmary commod1ty
prices, such as those of cotton, and the general evolutlon of the terms of trade.
That 51tuatxon, which had important repercu331ons on the 1ncrease in the LDCs'

debt, called for priority reflection on the part of the international community.

54. The difficulties of their public finance; balance of payments and food
situation had moreover led the African LDCs to refléct on their domestic
development policies. Thus, where the State's role in development was concerned,
ob;ectxves had been set for the educatlon system (which no longer found the
public service its main ouclet), aorlculture (urban— rural, complementarity and
import of food commodities, opposition betdeen cash and food crops or integration
of the two attitude of the authorities to spontaneous dynamism on the part of
farmers), etc.. Such reflection might -sometimes be painful, but also fruitful.

In that conmection the French Govermment fully supported the round table process
developed by UNDP,
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55. Tinally, wvhere aid to the African LDCs ~ wvhich in overall terms was
unguestionally inadequate = was concerned, six of the 17 main'ﬁAC donors

to ffrica had met the Paris Conference requirements and three were close

to doing so. Aid to African LDCs comprised three main flows - bilateral

aid from the HAC countries, which had increased in real terns between 1981
and 19284 (the 1985 finures were not yet available); multilateral aid, which
was not showinz a satisfactory trend because of. the insufficient level of

the geventh replenishment of IDA; and, finally, the aid of the OPEC countries,

recant trends in which were generally known,



- ey

E/ECA/LDCs.6/L
Page 18

Any othor business {agenda itam 5)

56. The representative congratulated the BCA seeretarint for all its past
cffcrts in favour of ICs. He rocelled the substantial contribution

vhich it had made during the sensitization meetins in Paris in 1981 and has
continued to contribute in the s marmer since [ African LiXs, he said,
had benefited through the institutions of experts mectings and the Conference
of Ministers. Hec expresscd dissatisfaction over the pocr attendance at
meetings of the Mindsters of the IDCs and wondered whether the possibilities
~f holding the meeting bienninlly instcad of annually should not be explorcec.
This, according tc him would afford the BCA gecrctariat rore time for in-
depth country studics and rectify the present proliferation of meetings,

57, Ancther roproscentative csgpressed a emtrary view, wondering whether
what was requirced was nct morce frocuent reetings. The fact that the number
of IDCs had incrcascd in the last two years, may, according to him, bo an
inficaticn of the increasc in the pervasivencss and intensity of under-
“cvelopment on the continent, and there may be rcasons other than pathy

to axplain why Ministors axe not presant at meetings. Hoe adwised that
Hinistcrs and mambor States should in future be sonsitizel as to meetings
of the LDCs with the widest of publicity given tc such meetings.

58. The Conference noted the problem of attendance but agreed that it
will not solve it wnder any other business., However, it was agreed to meke
it a substantive agenda item for consideration at the next mecting when
Governments would have reflectod on it carefully.

59. The Conference adopted the report  of the Intcergovarnmental
Camittec for African Least Developed Countrics with amencmonts.





