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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The sixth meating of the Conference of Ministers of African Least

eveloped Countries was, held at Yaounde, Cameroon, from 15 to 17 April

1986 . Opening statements,were made by Mr. Djomatchoua Toka, representing

e Secretary-General of .the Organization of African Unity, the Executive

cretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,

1 r . Adebayo Adedeji and the Minister of Cameroon for the Plan and Regio 1

vel opment , H.E. Mr. Sadou Hayatou who formally opened the meeting.

Representatives of the following African least developed countries

ltended the meeting: Benin, Botswana, Burundi, the Central African Republic,

ad , the Comoros, Ethiopia, Equitorial Guinea, Guinea, Malawi, Mali, t h

i ger , Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sao Tome and Principe, the Sudan, Togo, Uganda and

e United Republic of Tanzania.

Observers from the following' ~'.ember States of the United Nations no l

mbers of the Economic Commission for Africa: China, France and the

ion of Soviet Socialist Republics.

i • Observers from the following States not Members of the United Natio s

I so att~nded the meeting: Democratic People's Republic of Korea and

itzerland.

5. The following United Nations bodies and agencies were re~resented

the meeting: Off i.ce of rho United Nations High Commis s i cu for Refug e s

l*rCR) t United Nations Childrenis Fund (UNICEF)t Unite~ Nations Deve­

)pment Programme (UNDP)t United Nations Volunteers Programme (UNV)t Foo

d Agriculture Organization of the UniLed N~tions (FAC), United Nations

ucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESO)t Internationa l

·vi l Aviation Organization (lGAO), World Health Organization (WHO), World

tellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and World Food Programme (WFP).

( • The following intergovernmental organizations were represented:

• f r i ca Development Bank (ADB) ~ Economic Conmurrity of Central African

St a t es (ECCAS)9 Economic Community of West t~rican States (EGOWAS) and

Organization of African Unity (OAU).
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1. In accordance with th~ Commission's rules of procedure, the African

National Congress of South Africa was represented.

8. The Conference elected the following officers: Chairman,

H.E. Mr. M. Yaovi Adodo, Hinister of Plan and Industry of Togo; Vice­

~hairman, H.E. Mr. M. Guy Darlan, Minister of Plan of Central African

-Republic; Rapporteur, Mr. G.W. Lutaya-Kamya, Chief Government Development

Economist, Ministry of Planning and Economic Development of Uganda.

B. - AGENDA

9~ The Conference adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the meeting:

(a) Statement by the Executive Secretary;

(b) Statement by the Secretary-General of OAU;

(c) Statement by the Secretary of State of Cameroon for the

Plan and Regional Development;

2. Election of officers;

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

4. Consideration of the report of the fifth meeting of the Intergovern-
,-

mental Committee of Experts of African Least Developed Countries

on:

(a) '-'lieview of economic and social conditions, major problems

and policies in African least developed countries- 1984-1985;

(b) Progress towards th~ implementation of the Substantial

New Programme of Action in African LDCs;

(c) Food strategies in the African least developed countries:

An assessment;

(d) Review of ECA activities in 1984-1985 and work programme

for 1986-1987 in favour of African least developed countries

5. Any other business

6. Adoption of the report and closure of the meeting.
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. C'. . PDRMAL Or;:;;NING OF THE 11EETING

10. On behalf of the Secretary-General of DAU, the Director of Economic

Development and Co-operation welcomed participants and thanked His

Excellency ~1r. faul Biya. President of the Cameroon• . the Government, the

CPDM Party and the people of Cameroon for their hospitality.

11. The Lagos Plan of Action adopted in 1980 and the Substantial New

Programme of Action (SNPA) for the Least Developed Countries (LD~s) agreed upon

in September 1981 at the Paris Conference had provided a mechanism for

the member States t~ deal with the existing socio-econom~c problems and

rc-sens i ei.ze the international community on the specific concerns of

the African LDCs.

12. In res?onse to the continued grave economic situation of the Afr i can

continent in gene~al and of the African LOCs in particular, the twenty-
,

first ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government

of OAU had in July 1986 adopted the African Priority Programme for

Economic Recovery. 1986-1991, \'hich aimed at ireproving the food

situation and rehabilitation agriculture, red~cing Africa's external

debt burden, evolving measures for a common platform for action of sub­

regional, regional, continental and intercontinental levels, and conti ed

struggle against the political destabilizat1on'by :South Africa of the

economies of Southern African countries. The Heads of State and

Government had observed that the socio-economic situation in Africa ha

~e~n aggravated by the global economic ~ecline~ the unjust international

economic system and natural disasters such as cyclones, floods and drou£ht.

13. The Mid-term Global Review of the progress achieved by SNPA held

in Geneva from 30 ?eptember to 12 October 1985 had revealed that the

socio-economic c~nditions ~f iDes had declined substantially due to
I

such causes as decline in export earnings, diminution of capital

formation~ unfavourable interest rates and heavy debt servicing,

further aggravated by meteorological conditions which had adverse

affects on food production, thus causing more famine and misery.
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14~ He concluded by stating that the development of 'Africa must be the

task of the African themselves, taking into account the complementarity

of co-operation and economic integration at the subregional and regional

levels.
~ . I

15. In his opening statement, the Executive; Secretary of ECA expressed

his appreciation and thanks to the President, the Government and the

people of Cameroon for agreeing to host the meeting, and for the exceptional

hospitality and warm welcome 'extended' to ,the meeting.

16. He drew 'the attention of the ministers to two very significant events that

had taken place since the Minister's ,f i f t h' me~ting in Addis Ababa in

April 1985:

" :.,

(a) The twenty-first ordinary session of the OAU"H~ads of 'St a t e and

Government at which th~ Africa' s '~priority pro'gramme' :fbr' economic
. ,i

,:r~covery p 1986-1990 was adop~ed out of a ve'ry "serious' 'concern

,for the continue deterioration in the socio 'eco~omic'conditions. ,

9n the continent;

.,

~b), ,Th~ meeting of the UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group on the LDCs
.' .' I

", '1"

in Geneva from September 30'to October 12 1985 Which undertook

.' , . i a .,plidterm globa.< ,~:e~iew of, th~ ;'~ubstantial ;New P1a~ ;~f Action

and made reco~e-ndati~ns t'o be iiuplemented over the same period
.: ' .1', :' ',:

as the APPER.

'f '

decided

;, -f ~,o,'... .': ' • ,

preparatory process for that session, the OAUand ECA secretariats, as

well as the, extraordinary~ s~'f!sions of' the:OAU' Co~~cii of Ministers and

the ECA ,Conference of Mini~t.er~,had ~layed' ~. si~ific~~t: ' part.. ' ,

, ' f . :

17. .In its re~olu.tion 40/40 of December 2 1985, the' General ' Asseuwly had
. ', . .. ~ .~ : . . ;

to hold a special session at ministerial level from May27"t~ '31 '1986 to

co~sider"in depth, the critical economic situation in Africa. In the
~ ; -.
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The areas of concern and recommendations of the UNCTAD mid-term global

re lew included reaffirmation of the SNPA target of 0.15 percent of

do r GNP as official development assistance; reiteration of the appeal

by the twenty-seventh meeting of the United Nations Development Committee

in 1985 calling for an adequate eighth repleniShment of lOA in 1986;

re ogni t i on of the intensification of the debt service obligations of

LO over the years; and recmlli~endations to the international community

to ursue actions aimed at facilitating trade access of LOCs to foreign

mar ets.

19. It was important for the tHnisters to tie in the Immediate action ..

of the Memorandum adopted at their fifth Conference with that of the

Pr O r i ty Prograrnmep and to be prepared p collectively and individually to

ta steps .r e l.a t i.ng to rehabilitation and reconstructi.on .of. the key sector s

of their economies. "

20 Among the major items on the agenda were, first, the worsening socio-

ec iomi,c conditions in the Africa LDCs, primarily due to the 1982-1984

drr ght . Per capita GOP growth rates in 23 African LOCs in 1984 had

ei ~r been negative, stagnated or fallen short of the SNPA threshold

of 7 . 2 per' 'cen t ; although, thanks to the recovary in Agriculture in

19 5, over~ll GDP growth was expected to register a modest increase

of 2.3 per cent in 1985. Nor had the manufacturing factor

fa ed any better, as evidenced by the 6.6 per cent decline in

a u pu t in 1984 due to under-utilization of capacity brought about by

sh tage of foreign exchange resources for i1nported inputs. There was

tl a continuing need for the implementation of the measures put forward

by he secretariat to the fifth Conference of the LDC Ministers to enable

co nt~~s ' to cope with the problems of excess capacity.

21~ TIle slow progress in the implementation of SNPA was apparent from

rh« fact that, to date, only approximately $17 million or 18 per cent

of df r i ca ' s LDCs' external resource needs was available from net offical

00 lopment ess i s tence from OAC countries multilateral sources and OPEC

countrie-s. Concorai, tant with the adverse trends in concessionary assistance

flows was the heavy external indebtedness of the African LDCs, reaching,

about $30 billion in 1984, \olith an annual debt service of about 28 per cent.
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22. Conce'ming food strategies, the temporary respite provided

by the bumper 'harvest in many countries in 1985 should not lead to

complacency about the need for medium- and long-te~ strategies in food

production. The study ?repared by the ECA secretariaton·food strategies

in the African LDCs was thus as relevant as ever.

23. -In conclusion, he Informed vthe i:.flnisters that although the scale of

the technical assistance and advisory serVices offered by .t he ECA

secretariat was bound to be adversely affected by the current financial

problems facing the United Nations, the secretariat would continue to

respond to the needs of the African LDCs.

2th His Excellency l:1'r. Sadou Haya t ou , Cameroon Hinister of the ~lan

and'Regional" Development, welcomed participants and drew attention

to the hardships which the least developed countries had

been facing. Most of them were land-locked and expcssd to the rigours

of drought and other catastrophes, while, on the other hand, they

received little aid from the international community.

25. As was apparent from the review of economic and social condition~fl.

in the LDCs, the economic recession wreaking havoc in those cpuntrie~

~ad become a structural phenomenon as a result of both domestic?nd

external obstacles.

; •." • : : \ • " I ~ ... . .

26. Domestic economies in Africa had been hased mainly on agricuttur,e

and the countries concerned had no mechanisms to prote.ct th~m. from

natural disasters, such as drought, floods and cyclones th~t had seriously

damaged the economy of entire regions of the continent. In add i t.Lon ,

although the agricultural sBctor employed 70 per cent of the economically

active population, it had not been given the priority and attention that

it deserved. Agricultural production techniques remained obsolete,

agricultural supervision inadequate, and the income earned by farmers

inequitable. Consequently, the agricultural sector had not been able

to feed a growing population. With an average annual added value in real

terms of abour 3.7 per cent in the agricultural sector, and stagnation in

the manufacturing sector, with an annual growth of 0.03 per cent, the

GDP of LDCs had declined by 0.7 per cent per year in the period from

1982 to 1984.
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, I " I

, ..:

. ~7 -. t . SC? f,iir as providing t ranspor t facilities -'for expediting emergenc

.ai~.:to Land-Locked countries weas :concerned, Cameroon had, in a 'spiri

of solidarity, opened the ~ort of Douala to a large extent and had

mobilized every possible means of transport.

28. With regard to external economic scen~he drew attention to the

fall in, the. prices ., of;,:~-he2..main'·Af;icatl> e~ports on 'the Int.ernatIona'l

market and the consequent'~stead}i'~dete~rationin the terms of trade

for Africa. He also referred to the African nations' dependence on t he

out.s.i.de wlDrld~ f or covering th1eir food deHcit and for the capital

formati.on required for their' deveLopment; ,

" ' . • , • ~ ': . . . ."• .1• : ;'. ' . -'".' .

29,... Th~ ~~1?~,tan.tial;New .Pr ogranane bf: Action, adopted! in 1981, had f a iled

tp t1,l~fi~ l the .hope s .,i t" .ih~rl na i sed, 'Even though the Africs.n :LDCs had

fo~ulated,~~~irdev~lqp~ent;progra~es and plans in line with the g10 al
• • • .1',' •

strategy laid down in th~t P~ogramme and had adopted austerity measur

so as to generate and moQili.ze greater iT;lternal savings, international

support ha~ fallen short of expectations. Indeed, whereas the externa

financing needs of African LpCs had...been estimated at; $86 billion,
. :.~! . . ~ ,"' .

actualODA disbursement.s from, the .D,eyelopment Assistance Committee and
. .' - ", : ' . , ", ; ":- -

OPEC countries had remained st~gnant and had, in some cases, deven be
. ! . , ' l -. .. . . .

revised downwards. The set target for doubling the volume of ODA in
• I , • -.: "I..: ; ' , ' , . .

1985 or for increasing its value to.O.lS per cent of GNP was far from

being attained. That situati~~ had bee~ aggravated .by the difficultie

of replenishing the resources of the multilateral financing agencies.

African LDCs had seen their external debt risen to 18.2 per cent of

Africa's total external debt~ absorbing 25 to 30 per cent of their exp rt

earnings each year.

3q~ i ij.~ ,~ddressed 8:'solemn: appeal vto the African Ll)CS'f major aid partners to

,~1:19w a .greater :spi ri t :of .sol i.deri ty , especially: by increasing their

official a~d .pr i va t e ai4·,and ,by extending theirc~mpensatory financing

to cover a wider range of products so as to stabilize the export earnings

of African countries.
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31. He concluded by expressing the hope that the work of the Conference

would make a substantial contribution to the special session of the United

Nations.General Assembly on the critical economic si~u~tion in 'Africa which

would be considering t~ricaJs Priority Programme for Economic Recovery,

1986-1990, adopted by the twenty-first OAU Summit.

D. ACCOUtl.1T OF PROCEEDINGS

Consideration of th~ report of the fifth meeting of the Intergovernmental

Committee o~ Experts of African Least Developed countries (agenda.Ttem 4)

32. The Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committee introduced the report

of tIle Committee's fifth meeting (E/ECA/LDCs.6/EXP.5/6) dealing with

(a) review of economic. and social conditions, major problems and policies in

African least developed countries, 1984-1985; (b) prosress towards the

implementation of the Substantial New Programme .of ~ction in African LDCs;

(c) food strategies in the African least .developed counrrdes r An assessment;

and (d) ' r ev i ew of ECA activities in 1984-1·985 and t10rlt programme for 1986-1987

in favour of African least developed countries.
I .

. :... . ..

, I

33. The document the COlmnittee had considered.on the LDCs' economic and

social conditions (E/ECA/LDCs.6/EXP.5/2) was in two main parts, the first

dealing with the ch~n8es in the situation in terms of macro-economic aggre-

gates, public finance~ balance- of 'payments and measures taken by the LDCs

to regulat~ their econo~ies and the second repeating the same analysis on

a count~y-by-country basis.

34. The Committee had examined the study on food strategies in the 4£rican

LDCs (E/ECA/LDCs.6!EXP.S/4) in the light of the Lagos Plan of Action, and

had concluded that the measures proposed were not the only measures for

achieving food self-sufficiency. It had also noted the secretariat's

proposal for anin-depfu study on the implications, of structural adjustments

and stabilization programmes for long-term growth and development in African
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'wes u dar its work progranme for 1~)36-1987 taking into account both the Hemo

randum of the Conference of Ministers as well as th~ r~solutions taken at the

jJid-te Global Revi.ev of the SNPA. The Committee had also examined the acti­

vities of ECA for 19U4·-1985 (£/ECA/LDCs.0!E1..P.5/5) but had seen no need to

~ake s 'ec i f i c recommendation on the subject.

(a) Consideration of the Economic and Social Conditions in African

Least Developed Countries, 1984-1985

35. T' _ ~on~erence noted the report of the Intergovernmental Committee

without comroent.

(b) Progress towarQs the imrlementation of thz Substantial New

Programme of Action in African LDCs

36. T Conference discussed this item tor-ether with document E/ECA/LDCs.

£~/EXP . 13 on the subject. In the ensuinB discussion a representative drew

attent on to a reference in paragraph 34 of the report of the Committee

statin that aid modalities had become increasingly flexible in terms of

the grant; element, nat.ur Lty and grace pe r i.ods . He said that in vi.ew of

the pr iva i Li.ng, grim situation in the African LIICs. it was

incorr .t to state that aid modalities needed to be understood before one

could ~ such a remaLk.

37. 0 representative pointed out that. contrary to the optimistic view
expres d in paragraph 34 of the document~ aid'modalities and the 't e rms

i!rtpose by donors had, Hith few except i ons , not become increasingly flexible.

Much s ' I I remained to be done to improve them and increase the benefits

receiv by LDCs~ and such a positive conclusion was therefore not warranted.

The sa deleGation not6d that the Committee had not taken a firm position

regard i.ng the cancellation of the debt as had been done previously and as

the 10Cs wished,
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31?, On? delegation also 1re',! attention to the f ac t that the bulk of aid

vTas channelled throush ~ultilateral financing institutions such as the

World Bank~ whose terms were very stringent. If no appropriate steps were

taken, the LDCs' debt problems would become considerably Horse, because

the cancellation of any uo~-~ultilateral debt ~ould still leave the multi-

lateral debt intnct.

39. A representative stated that in v i.ev at" 'the "gtructural and non-­

structural problems and predicaments of the LDCs'~their )eculiarattributes

and accepted nomenclature should have been amongst those em~loyed for differ­

entation in the Airiean submission to the ~~y 1986 special session of the

ECA. and wondered whether the Confer~nce should pot~ even at this stage,

submit a position paper or special memorandu~.to the Genercl Assembly to

enable it pay special attention to the L~Cs•. Th i s ~ it uas expl.a i.ned ,

would in no ~!ay, r'e t ract from havi.ng a consolidated African pcs i t Lon, He

concLuded iby saying that ~]hile it is t.tecessary to 'continue. to. implement the

SNPA~ it was no Longer i enough to stick merely to the 1981 Paris Programme

in the light of the r enewed effort and additional approach of the inter­

national community to focus on ~£rica's serious econo~ic problems.

"..
40. Anothp.r' representative wished to know whether the KCA Conference of

lIinist'-!rs could at this stage influence the Wl!>rki already concluded by the'

March 1986 extraordinary session of Ministers to prep~ra for the special
. .

session of the General Assembly followed by the Conferenc~ of ~1inisters of

Foreign Affe i rs andfurthe1.711or:e whether the African .positi,onpaper ~lo~ld
( .

be preaented ,

41'~ Respond ing 1:0 issues raised by pa'rt1citHlnts: the Execut i ve Secretary

explained that reference to increa~inf, flexibility of aid modalities in

paragraph 34 of the repo.rt overstate~l the preva i l Lng situation in the

African LDes. It in fi~ct contradicted the ~lemoran<.l.um adopted by the

Conference in 1985 as well as "That is stated in the Special African submission.
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He further explained that pitagraph 35 did not re~er topubli~ debt.~ur- ~o

privat.:: debt.

He advised that"the sentence be deleted as it did not conform tp, ~~cts,.
; i'

42. I a further elaboration on the debt issue, the Executive Secretary,

expla o cd that Africa~s submission to the slJccial session of the General

Assem l y made a distinction bet\leen the financial r~sources nee~~d for

inves

betwe

nt prograDmes and those required to service the debt, which absorbed

40 to 50 ~ and sometimes up to 100 per cent. of countries' export

earni s . It also proposed three series of measurcs~ namely the reduction

of de

and i

charges :by $US 2 billion a year~ the conversion. of the public debt
. .. ~ '. ..

serv1cln~ into lone-term loans payable over 30 to 40 years with a

10-ye r grace"period, and the reduction'of interest rates on commercial

loans to acceptable levels. The aim of all those'~~oposals was to ensure

that
; ~. .
sources intended for financine investment ?r08ranunes were not ab&orb~d

by de t servicing. He reminded the meetin7, that the January 1986 meeting o~

the p rmanent Steerine Committee of DAU had taken the important decision with

regar to the treatment of debt in the African submission to the special

sessi n . The debt issue was to be treated ~s a reDource flow problem with

the r ources needed to ameliorate the debt situation clearly delineated

and s orated as distinct from the resources needed to finance the APP~R.

This s why in the, fnul submission to the special session resource needs of

':U3 1 billion'·. US 23 billion per annum were Ldant i f i.ed for debt service

over nd above the .,;US :> billion per annum external resource ~ap for APPER.

The cument of course contained m~asurcs to be taken to ameliorate the

debt ur den such that the resources available will not be uS0d for servicing

debt ut for investment in the APPER. In contrast? the July meeting of the

per ent Steering Committee had asked for a special international

coni ence to be convened in Africa I s external debt ,

43. As regards the propos,'!.l to submit a special paper on LDCs to the Hay

meeting, the Executive Secretary explainQd that there were two issues:

(i) the substantive one as to whether LDCs problems wer0 already adequately
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identified and tC1cused ·u~on in the African aubmi.ss i.on, and (Li ) the quasi­

political issue as to wheth8r there should be n s~parat9 sUbmissi9n for

t.ha LDCs. lle pointed out that although the LDCs "lilSrG not mentioned in. the

African submission as a group9 their peculiar problems ~8r~ reflected and

hishliehted in scv8ral parts of the document. In shorts all th~ issues

'to7hich could have·been treated in a separate chapter or document on the LDCs

were already substantively covered in the docu~ent containinr, the .\frican

submission. The African submission 9 he pointed out~ morC than covers the

main concerns int he SNPA9 including for instance the issu0. of conversion

of aDA debts into grants 9 and it would be repetitiv~ and counter~'productiv~

to have another submission on the LDCs. He concluded by saying tl;latwhile

the African submission in the basic document for the General Assembly's

special sess Ion , andth.::refor~ the document on t hc basis of whi ch Africa

should nogotiate 9 there tlas nothing wrong for the LUCs to ensure that their

peculiar concerns and specific prob Leras are taken into account both in the

negotiating process and the special Session itself.
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44. e representative said that most African countries had been affected b

droug and f~,ina and were seeking to attain food self-sufficiency. While

info. :lot i on was available on the role t.haf Lrrtez-gover-nnerrta'l, organizations

could . lay in as s i sb i.ng member Stntes, such informa.tinn was Lacking in the

case ~ f non-inter~overnmentalorganizations (NGOs), and he therefore requested

the s eretariat to take stock of those organizations in the region, in Europ

find f rican countries and what t.ecbni.cal., f'Lnanc i.aL and materie-l assistance

they ~uld provide. Moreover, most donor ~1encies resorted to the use of

very stly foreign experts even where fully qualified African experts were

avail hI e . There was need for the secretariat to provide countries with a

diree ')ry of African experts whose services coul.d be user. in technical co­

opera i on programmes, so as to reducG the cost of forei@l experts and thereby

incre e the resources available for investment.

45. 1e Executive Secretary explained that the issues raised were very

inpor !Ult ; they had in fact b~en iiscussed by the Technical Prepnrl".tory

Commi ee of the Whole, and were reflected to the Conference of Ministers.

Menbe States themselves had to act in order to remedy the problem. First,

they ad to ensure that they do not recruit f8reiGn experts where local

expe i se was available. Acknowledsing that sometimes locp~ experts would

not h e the requisite experience, he stressed that those exPerts did neeQ

to pi -up the experience and therefore needed to be ~iven the necessary

oppor un i t y . In that connection he felt that member States had to Give

care attention to effective and efficiont use of their manpower. He

infor. d the Conference that ECA published a directory of ~frican e~lerts

every ,wo ye~rs, and the info~ation it contained was Gvailable to all member

State However, he would endeavour to ensure that the information was 'Tidel

Clrc .t ed . The ECA also maintained n computerize1 data base with informati

on Af i cen experts, and could respond quickly to requests from ~ember States

seeki ( such information. Thirdly, the ECA-sronsored institutions could also

be called upon to provide technical assistance in their specific areas of
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concern. . An example was the study on urldcr~oupd water for the Cameros under­

taken by the Mapving and Survey Centre in N~irobi es part of a World Bank

Project. The Centre had implementec. the project very well €'ond chearly. Finally,

the Executive Secretary infornee the meeting that EC~ did not have full

information on NGOs. However~ the secretp-riat would undertake to compile a

directory of NC~s. with information on their fields of operation and their

contact addresses.

46. lmother representntive pointed nut that menber St~tes often wished to use

local ex~erts, but technical assistance agreements requiren Gcvernments to pay

their own experts, and use of loc~l expertise woule thus be non-reimbursable.

He then drew the attention of the UNDP and the World Bank which ~ccepted the

use of local experts, and appealec to other foreign financing .agencies to

follow that ex~~ple.

47. The Conference took note of the information provided by the Exe~utive

Secretary and stressed th1J.t the problem of technical assistance had 0. number

of aspects: while African ex~erts mi~ht not be rroperly orG~~izcd, and there

was always the erroneous inprcssion th~t f0reign experts were better than

African experts. While r-eco-tni zi.ng theot the fin'1.ncial requirements of technical

assistance often made it necessary to use f,)reiGIl experts, the Conf'er-ence

urged that measures should be taken to ensure use of domestic or other Af!ican.

experts within the framework of technical co-opereti0namong African countr-ies.

..
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(d) ' lleV-LeV of 'ECA activities in' 1984-1985 and \oJorlt programme for

1906-1987 in' favour of Ll.frican l.east Dev'e1oped Countries

. .. "

6. Dele::ation expressed the v i.eu that :;;;CA shall cont inue catherine mac 0-

onomic information and rJakin~ it available to meillber States to assist hem

.~ formulatinr, respo~ses to such problems as fluctuations in the excbang

value of the 'Un f t ed States do LLa r s, escalating costs~f i~~oorted n.\1 mat rials

d equipment, and the cost of food. They furthar rematked that ECA should

ana l ys e ·the situation of the debt burden and conponent s thereof in 'order to

fully assess the impact of exo~~neous factors on what African countries ve

been tryinr, to achieve so f~r.

49. One del'csation expressed concern at the objectives of the intended ;s tudy

o f the i~plications of structural adjustm~nts and stabilization programme for

I G-t~rm growth and development in African LDCs, asked ,.,hat its corit/~t ould

b ) and pointed out that the terminoloGY used "as similar to that of the' orld

"t and I''.F. Other deLega t Lon said that the annual reports of the memb e rs of
" ,

t ~Jorld Bank group Irif Iuenced the econoui,c thinking of member States in a

d · r ec t Lon contrary to theiro':m v i ews on development. Studies such as th one

p opos ed could convey essential points relevant to anaIys i ng the impact of

m sures reco~nended to and acted upon by member States in their dealinr,s with

t IIlF and the 'JorLd Bank, and thus, such studies assist member States i their

ne ~otiations vnth those institutions.

50. One delep,ation inquired. as to the status' of implementation of the 198

d i s i on of the Conference of l'HniSters to establish a U:11t \-lithin ECA to

mo itor the ioplev:mtatiOn of the S~lPA to assist LDCs.

51. The representative of UNBSCO summar i.zed the activities recently unrler­

t n n by UNESCO under its strategy for comba t Lng the problems of drought:

Ul CO had also been involved in r es e t t Lenerrt prograrmes in respect of

BC ntific and technolo]ical assessment of the areas concerned and analysis

of the educa t i on and training and human development implications: ll1'iUa mi ssions

had been undertaken to LDCs to that end, and in the 1986-1987 approved budget,

UtmSCo would carry out more work under the special programme for research and

development for LDCs within the framework of the priorities set out in the LDCs

within the framework of the priorities set out in the Lagos Plan of Action and

the decisions of the blenty-first Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OL\U.
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52. The Executive Secretary said that the possibilities of expanding the unit

for LDCs uere constr~ined by lack of resources. However, ~1herever possible
I

extrabudget.aryYesources enana t ing Ii-oia the United Nations .'trust: Fund for
. . ." ' " . . .' . .

African Development· s uppl ementirig" "the"meagre resources under "the resular

budget, the concerns of African LDC5 had couf i rmed to be addressed through an
. ~ , ~ ... :

inter-divisional sectoral Co~~ittee which follo~ed up LDC-related activities

in substantive divisions in the ECA work procramne. He went on to stress the

importance of the proposed study, and mentioned that the decision of the
""

meeting of the ministers of. LDCs had requested an asse,sment of the impact on

debt, devaluation and the effects of I~P structural adjustmentconditicns on

the African L~Cs ~mich hav~ implemented these condition~ in the past.
" ".

53. The observer for France took the floor and said that his Government's

analysis of the African LDCs' situation made allowance for natural disasters,

and also took into account the countries'external vulnerabilit~ and their
". "

domestic development. His delegation recognized that external vulnerabili~y.

constituted a severe handicap to developI!)ent. and that it had increaser;! since. ~ . , .

the beeinninG of the 1980s with the violent fluctuations in primary commodity
" "

prices, such as those of cotton, anrl the ge~eral evol~tion of the terms of trade.

That situation, vhi.ch had important repercussions on the increase in the LDCs I

debt, called for priority reflection on the part of the international community.

54. The ·difficulties of their public finance~ balance of payments and food

situation had moreover led the Afr Lcan LDCs" to refLeet on tbeir domestic

Thus, where the State's role in development was concerned,

for the education system (which no longer found the

public service its ffiai~ outlet), agriculture (urban- rural, ~omplementarity and
• I • ':

import of food commodities, opposition bet~1een cash and food ~rops Q~ integration

of the two attitude of the authorities to spontaneous dynamism on the part of

farmers,)., etc ; ..~uch reflection :might -sometimes be painful, but also fruitful.

In that: connect Lon the French Government fully supported the .xound table process

developed by UNDP •

• • I '

r; •

, ~ :
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55. Finally, ohere aid to the African LUes - rrh i.ch in overal I terms ~ms

unq u eat Lona; ly inadequate - W2S concerncd , six of the l? na in D1\C donors

to .f r i.ca had nat the Paris Conference r equ i rcment s and three T;7ere close

to o~ng so. Aid to African LDCa comprised three main flo\]~ - bilateral

a i d ron the ~IAC count r i cs , ·~]hich had increased in real t erus be tween 1981

and 98!+ (the 1985 fi:;ures \:.Jer(>. not: yet available); multilateral aid, 1"1b.ich

was l o t shoving a satisfactory trend because of the insufficient level of

the s ev en t h r'ep l.enLshmen t of IDA; and , f i.na l l y , the a i.J of the OPEC count r i e r p

zece . t; trends in, whi ch were ~enerally known ,
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l-\ny oth~ business kge.t"ld.""'. ita-:'l 5)

56 o .. '!he representacave ccnsr.tuJ.o:L'Cl the ErA g;.ocret2r:L-J.t fi)r all its past;

cffcrts in f:wour of UJC~J. HG rcct'.llc-d the substuntial c:ntributim

,-,mch it had riFI.c.c durin] th..:~ sci1sitiz.;J.tion rreetin;- in P:;U'is In 1981 and has

ccntinucG to ccntril)ub; in th<:; s-v.,c rmmcr sfnce ; Mric..uJ. LIXS p he suic1u

had lxnofibxl thrcuUh the institutions of GY.pCrts m3Ctinc.;S and tho'CcnferEncc

of I-tinistGrs. He expressed cisSc"1tisf·J.ction <Ncr the peer attendance iJ.t

m,::.;::tin::;s of tho 11,irJisters of the r..ocs ,':'nCo \,x:mdcrcd ".bcthcrr th\;l possibilities

ljf ho1:1ing tho rreeting bic'1l1i.ully instead of mmU3lly should not; 00 explored.

'!his (; nco:)rc.ing tc him w::lU1.d aff::-,rd the rD1. sGCrot:rrL..1.t r,'~"Jrc t:i.r;c for In­

depth country studies end rE.Ctify the present; proliferation of l1L"0tin~s.

57. 1".,nothcr rcproscntat.Ivc f".~r.r>r0ssed a omtrary vicwu wcn..i.eri..'1g whether

~l.t \'lOS required \\as net rrorc frc.;qucnt m::ctings. '!he fact th:~t the nmber

of LOCs mel Incrcescd in the lust O,\D years f ffi."l¥ v according tc~ him, be an

iJllJtc::.ticn of thel Increase in tho pcrvasfvenoss an.l intensity of mdcr­

r" .cvclq:-rra1t en the C'_Utine.l1"t g and there my bo reoscns other than ;::uthy

tG cm:plain \my 1,w.istDrs E'IO nee present at m:..'Otin]s. He ac1viscd that

i1i.nistcrs onc1 m(·.:rnbcr St3.tes shoul.d in futuro be sonsitizEY_;' Cl.S to IreCtil'lc;s

of tho LOCs ~1i.th tho widest of publicity (jiven tc such m:..-ctings.

58. '!he Conferenco noted the prcblcm clf:. attcnc1aJ."'\<x but asrrcl(x~ that it

",Till n::-.'t S\.')lv.;: it Ulleer rJ.ny other busdnoss , Hc...'Wever, it \V'(',s ngrc'<.-'C1 to rmke

it a substantave Glgend.:"l item fur ccnsk~er?"tion iJ.t tno next m...:>Qting whEn

GcNc...."'11J'.'CI1ts \-Dule} have: reflected en it careful.ly.

590 The Confe:..."UlCC Cl<.Jo[it,--D. t:h0 report; of tho Int0r0ovcrnnental

carm:ittcc f0r Mrican I.£ast Dcv8l.or:cd COlmtrios with nIil:m::m::nts.

•,,




