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II. Eoonolllio SurveYS and RevioGlBi l'inaMIl and lntsl'll&iional 'trade

(contiwsg.).

The CHAIRWJ.AN invited ~he Committee to consider sub-seotion 13,

International Trade.

Mr. CARNEY (Sierra LeOne) welcomed tho inclusion of th~ studios

referred in item 13-02, Regional and Preforontial Trade Arrangements,

(a) Members of the Commisaion had repeatedly pointed q~t that

regional trade arrangements in Europo had harmful effects on Afrioan

countries. He was glad to seo tle faot ~cknowlGdged.

Mr. ANYtA (Nigeria) observed, in connexion with item 1)-11,
Frontier Traffic in West Africa, 'hat customs administration problems

and questions of fiscal policy we~c interrelated, but there was no

document on the latter subjeot.

Mr. EWING (Bacretariat) ~~gested that points of substanoe on

the Programme of Work might be raise~ in the Commission.

Mr. APPIAH (Ghana) remarkei th!l.t, since consideration of so

many items seemed to have to be defe:red, his delegation would be

suggesting at the appropriate junctum that the idea of oonvening the

Committee before the session was, poneps, outmoded.

Mr. EllING (Secrotariat) tho'ght that the point made by the

representative of Ghana might very us.fully he raised in the Commission.

Mr. APPIAH (Ghana) welcomedohe initiative the secretariat had

taken in the ma.tter of item 13-12, Afic"n Trade Fair. In view of tho

rapid ohanges taking place in Africa :i; wastimo tho continent had a

trade fair of its o'rr., which would enale those attending it to obtain

an idea of what was happening in othor?arts of Africa. He wondered

what the membership of the proposed ex~rt group to assist the

secretariat would bB. Many African cOUlr1es would be attending the

World Trade Fair in the United States t.h following year; it might be

useful if some of those who had gainod ~rience in that way were

members of the group.
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Mr. NYPAN (secretariat)

group had not yet been selected.

said that the members of the pxpert

There wculd be not more than six to

ton members in all; they would meet at the United Nations' expense.

Governments and non-governmental organizations with experience in th~

field.in question had been approaohed, and· there would be ~o objection

to any governments who wished to take part sending repre'sentativ"iil. They

would be invited to do so •
•

!dr. APPI~ (Ghana) ':.bs.erved t?at, since Nigaria and some oth.er

African countries had already held successful trade fairs, it would be

highlydosirable for representatives of such countries to be invited to

join the expert group. In that way some df tha mistakes inevitably made

in such enterprises might be avoided.

Mr. ANYIA (Nigeria) referring to item 13-13, Conferonco of

African Businessmen, said that, while tho idoa of convening such a

conference was no doubt 8xcellent, it was perhaps premature. The primary

need common to most African countries was to modernize their methods so

as to be able to compete oetter with expatriate firms: it might be more

fruitful to channel efforts in that direction. He questionned the

usefulness of a meeting of individual African businossmen; it would be

better for each country to put its houso in order first.

Mr. PARKER (Liberia) reminded the Committee that the idea had

originated in 1960 when ECA had been in its infancy. Two preliminary

meetings had. been held to discuss it, one in Monrovia in 1960. ani one at

Casablanca in 1961. At that time a .need had been felt to draw the

attention of business people and governments to the emergent problems of

Africa in regard to trade, tariffs, fairs, the raising of capital and a

development bank. Since thon all those matters had become a major

preoccupation not only of ECA but of government agencies. It would seem

therefore that the contemplated conference was not essential and might

well b0 given a lower priority; the quostion might perhaps be loft in

abeyanceror tha time being.
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The CHAIRMAN, speaking as the representatiYe of Norocco, agreed

that it was more important to concentrate on trade information, for

businessmen to use.

Mr. YARER (Algeria) enquired who had been expected to take the

"preparatory steps" referred to in the "comment on the item".

Mr. EWING (Secretariat) expl~ined that Co~mission resolutions

S(n) and 38(III) -had left the initiative in the matter of the conference

to the interested parties, i.e. to business circles; the secretariat had

merely been asked to assist. In view of the comments which had been

made, it might be desirable to delete the item from the Programme of Work.

Mr. PARKER (Liboria) suggosted that tho item be delsted.

Mr. CARNEY (Sierra Leone) expressed mise~V2ngs as to the

propriety of deleting an item When the deletion entailed failure to give

effect to a resolution of the Oommi3sion.

Mr. E,IING (Secretariat) pointed out that the Commission, when

it met for the session, was froe to accept or rejoct the Committee's

recommendatjons~

The CHAIRMAN said that, while there was agreement in principle,

there seemed to be some difference of view as tc procedure, i.e. whether

the item should bo deleted or the question of convening the conferenoe

should be lef7. ;n abeyanoe. Tho'pOint would bo considered by the

Commission.

Mr. WODAJO (Ethiopia) reminded the Co~mittoe that at the

previQus moeting he had expressed the view that the Programme of Work

ousht to be studied in the context of tho provisional agenda for the

Uniied Nations Conference on Trade and Develop~Gnt. The main purpose

of that Conference was to determine ho~ trade-might be used ~s a

catalyst for economio development. That being so, the EeA documentation

on trade problems should contain a minimum of descriptive material and

concent~ate on policy mattors. For instanee, in tho case of item 13.04,

Commodity S tahiJ.; ~ation Problems, 1oI1:atwas n,,',ded ,,-as a critical study
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discussing, say, whether a commodity-by~cornrnodity approach was really

appropriate for African conditions or a multi-commodity approaoh might

not bo preferable.

The CHAIRMAN observed that general points of that kind oould

be more suitably brought up in the Commission.

III. Industry. 'Trarwp'0rtj Natural Resources and Housing

The CHAIRMAN invited the Head of the Division of Industry,

Transport and Natural Resources to introduce section III.

Mr. EWING (Secretariat) said that a great deal of progress had

been made since the previous year, when the projects had still been at a

very'early stage. The programme relating to industry and natural resources

arose from decisions made by the meeting ef the Standing Committee on

Industry and Natural Reseurces in December 1962; that concerning housing

had been modified as a result. of thL Meeting of Experts on Housing which

met in January 1963; that concerning transport was based on previous

rescluticns of the Commission and on Conferences held in 1961 and 1962

dealing respectively, with the West African and with Eastern .I>.frican

transport.

He would confineltbo rsstof hie st&tew~nt to sub~seotion 21,

Industry, le~ving it to his subordinates in the Division to introduce

the other sub-sections of section III.

Since tberc was a vcry large programme UDusr sub-seeticn 21,

little work could bo done irr@ediately on cortain projects. Item 21-02,

Industrial Investment, should be r8gardod as an oxperimental project

of a long-term nature : attention was to be ccncentrated on the research

montionea in paragraph (b). Wiioh regard to item 21-03, Industrial

Planning and Programming, while not much more could be done On the

question at the moment much might be lcarn8d froD study of the work

of other regional commissions, for instance ,hat of an ECLA seminar

te be held at Sao Paclo.
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In item 21-04, Industrial Research, the intu~tion was in the filst

place to make an inventory of the existing faoilities, and then to

explere thepossibiiity of the "secretariat's helpingLin the formulation

of Special Fund projeots. Under item 21-05, Technological" Education and

Typing, the main role of tLo seoretariat was to act as a middleman for

the work of the agencies primarily concerned. ECA's own studies would

·contribute to the evaluation of needs.

Item 21-07, Assistance to Governments in Promoting Sub-Regional

Co-operation in the Development of Industries, .was a ."key item. The

Standing Committee on Industry and Natural Resources had placed great

emphasis on the establishment of strategic modern industries in Afriaa,

and on their being upon a regional basis so that they might supply

large markets. It had recognized that there was great scape for the

harmonization of industrial development plans. The secretariat, the

specialized agenoies and the Industrial Development Centre were oonduct

ing investigations in West and Eastern Africa through a group representing

various speoializations.

Item 21-10, Intensive Studies of Individual Industries, the other

key area for the immediate future. Preparations were in progress for

the oonvening of a meeting in October on electric pcwer development in

Africa, ccnsidered within the context of the overall situation.

Item 21-11, Financing of Industries, was·ECA's contribution to

wider study of the subjeot by tho United Nations Department of Economio

and Social Affairs. Plans were under w~y for a seminar on industrial

estates to be held in 1964 (item 21-13); the seminar would bo financed,

in part, by the Bureau of Technical Aosistanoe Operations.

Mr. YAKER (Algeria) suggested that, in vi"w of the importance

of energy in Afrioa, the title of item 21-01 be amended to read "Inventory

of African Industries alld the Ope2'ation of Energy Reeource/il".

Mr. !NYU (Nigeria) agreed that the title suggesteli by the

representative cf Algeria gavs a more detailed description of the item,
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though the title given by the secreturiat had the advantage of oonoiseneBS.

It the secretariat had no obj~ction he Was not opposed to'thQ amendment.

It was agreed that the title of item 21-01 be amended to read:

"Inventory of Afrioan Industrios and the Operation of Energ,;y Resourcoe".

Mr. ANYIA (Nigeria) said that he hoped that in preparing "for

the setting up of institutes for industrial rosearoh in Afrioa on a

sub-regional basis" (i tom 21-04, Industrial Research) the seoretariat

would oonsult national research institutes.

Mr. CARNEY (Sierra Leone) asked how the secretariat proposed

'to erecute item 21-05, Technological Education and Training. Did it

intend to seek the co-operation of individual governments as well as

that of the specialized agencies? In oertain countries, such as the

Federal Republio of Germany, facilities fer teohnological training were

highly developed; hi's delegation hoped that suoh facilities would be

used.

Mr. APPIAH (Ghana) pointed out that there were in Africa 

ir. Ghana, Senegal and Sierra Leone to name but three ccuntries 

universities and institutions of higher learning offering faoilities

for technclogioal training. He -felt that the ECA secretariat should

approach those institutions, ascertain what facilities they oould

offsr and, in the light of the information reoeived, suggest ways in

whioh theY might co-ordinate thei~ ruspootive prcgrammes. Setting up

and running training institutions 'las expensive; co-ordination would

ensure that the best use was made of available resources and the ECA

cculd assist it.

•

The CHAI~Uill, speakine as the representative of Mcrocco, asked

whether items 21-05, 21-06, and 21-07 were not conneoted.

Mr. EWING (secretariat) said that item 21-05 was an ambitious

under-taking: it meant endeavouring to estimate and meet furthor

re~uirements for technologioal training and education,and to evaluate

e:risting resources; ECA, 110 and UNESCO would wcrk together on the projact.
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While it was clG~rly right, in assGssing needs and av~ilabilities, te

take aeeount of facilities available outside Africa, the Standing

Committee on Industry and Natural Resources had omphasized the need to

develop training facilities within th0 continent. Such development

involved technical assistance from the United Nations and through the

Special Fund: item 21-06, Assistance to Governments in Technical

Assistance and Speci~l Fund Projects, was a general expression ofECA's

role in that connexion. Ite~ 21-07, Assistsnoc to Gavernments in

Promoting Sub-Regional Co-oporationin the Developmcn~-of·!nduatries,

should be regardsd..as a separat"" distinct_ pro-ject.

Mr. -YAKER (Algeria I em-phasized the im)?Ortanoe'Of· -sUb-rEl€iona.l 

co-oP<U'ation in_the- development of industrie-a (item 21-07) and ask.edr

whetiLo.r s-tudies a.nd inVtistigations similar t-othos-a.. to -he. carria'L--Out

in West .and. Eastern ·-'..i'rica. waJ'e ·-contalllp-la-tOO for North _U:rica•.

Mr. DWING (s.ocrotariat) repliadthat hc."""nd the- Un±tad-Na:tions

Commissioner--:[0J:"-Ind.wrt:ri13.1 :DevaJ.opmant_int.e.olle<L to vi.ai:t.-Uorthfl.:t:i..ca.

immediatcJ.y--m'ter the ·fifth session of _the .COllIliU.saion to ~-a·the.

foasibility--of-ax:tendi1Jg suchs-tudies to that- region. The.-~on of

the project -to. North A.frica.would._dspend. on -the .. su=-ottha-unde.rtaking

in 1fust-and-~Africa.

Mr.WCl1liWO "(Ethi.opia) -wondBI-ed lIhcthex, in now- oi' tha. fa.ct

that i ~Gl1ls-21-o&·an<l 21-07 cone=n0Q. aHi'iist=CG. -to-governmonts iJ:J-so1Yi.ng

problems or.-i.nd:u..o--T.r-:bl.Q~ment.Ecnd in p:romo-tiJJ.e su1>-Tug:L=1

co-opcrat.ian~_:in-the. J.;-Yvclol'-m=+'- Q.L3.nd.'.lJrlT:Lc""-t th",-,,",c~ __had

appcirrt.c<l, or-irrWndo.Q.. to .a:P:POin~/-a.t82m._ oL-D.:>-p-arts. to- prov.i.da-iho

no.ce=ry-~o..rr_rvi.cO-s-;-anO.- ho,! thJl.l1p:raintLlont-- o£· such ·1l.-t&atrr'1'I'OUlcl.

af:fuct--tlw-t,-,,,'bni ~~G;Rt<:.ncD pro-viiJc><L by Unitci lhtions ~a:rWrs

anQ_ the-roJ.e--'>f---li&qj,rlmrl._ilB"rese.ntative 8.

r equG-S't-lCf:r'om-ind.iviu'.lal_ .govert'JJ1illrt.g- .-tQ~ .Bu.reau- 0 f

Tee'n'=="..L.J>·-"~",,0-:l.·.s-t.s.tlrO<' Op<;:retin-ns- =-th.L 5pccUJ. Fund. SuchrGque-s;;s.W<3I'
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always submitted through the Resident Represontatives but, in deoiding

whether er not the projects warranted financing, the Bureau or the Fund

were guided by the substantivG departments at United Nations Headquarters.

Under the decentralization pelicy, the functions formerly perfcrmed by

the substantive departments wore gradually being transferred to the

Regional Commissions. That was why the item had been included in tho

Programme of Work. Hitherto ECA had not played a direct part in

providing advisory sorvices to governments, but it hopod to do so in

the future, either by appointing Regional Advis&rs or by sending lllembers

of the secretariat on missions to countries requesting advice.

Item 21-07 repr8sont8d an eseentially ECA activity. It was envisaged

that tho projeet would consist partly of studies in depth, and partly of

work by mis,<ions te promote sub-regional co-operaticn in the development

of industry. It in no way involved an 3ttempt to move into the area of

the Eureau of Technical Assistance Operations or the Special Fund.

Mr. YAKER (Algeria) said that, in itam 21-10, Intensive Studies

of Individual Industries, it was rogrettable that t'o.e processing of

agrioultural comnodities, particularly foodstuffs, had been omitted

from the list of industries on whioh intensive studies were to be made.

There was a tendenoy in industrialization programmes to oonoontrate on

large-scale industries, at tha oxpense of small and modium-scale

industr'ies.

Mr. EWING (Secretariat) pointed out that the part played by

the Unitod Nations and the speCialized agenoies in connexion with

industrial development had become not only ~oro extensive, but also more

closely co-ordinated. It,linged round tho Committoe for Industrial

Dovelopment of the Economic and Social Council; and the United Nations

Industrial Devolopment Centro., Within that framework thoro was a clear

division of labour between tho United Natiens and the specializod

agoncies, in acoordance with which FAO was I'esponsible for food and

timber processing and for rural industrics. Since th€I'G wae such a

groat dDal of work to be dono it waG preforab10 to try and maintain

•
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that division of labour. Tho proGGssing of agricultural commodities

had not beon includod in the Programme of Work bocau80 it formod a major

part of the FAO ~rogramme.

The CHAIillU.j\f, speaking as the r"prosentativo of Morocoo,

suggested that in cascs such as that und"r discu3sion the secretariat

might mention in the Programoo of Work that certain activitios were

being undertaken by the spoCi~lizod agencies.

Mr. E>fING (Secretariat) drew attention to sub-section 33,
which gave dotailsof joint EGA/FAC projocte.

Mr. YAKER (Algeria) said th"t the processing of agricultural

foodstuffs was not mentioned in 3ub-section 33. Did DCA contemplate

studying the ~uGstion jointly with FAD? If thero werc oajor obst~cles

to a joint study, arising out of tho division of labour already

roferred to, porhaps the Observer for E'AO would e:ltplain h01; the matter

was boing dealt with in his Drgani3"tien's programmo of 1<ork.

Mr. T~RVER (Observer for FAD), speaking at tho invitation of

the Chairman, said it had boen agroed that ECA and FAD should join forces

in deciding how focdstuff procossing and rural and forcstry industries

might be fittcd into a country's overall industrialization programme.

The FAO prograrr~c of work for 1964-65 included a prcject on the processing

of agricultural commodities, though ho oould not givo dctails about it

bocausu the programme had Y0t to be finalized. Howevur, budgotary

proV1sion had bGGn made for the p~ovision of expGrts, and he was able

to state that FAD would, co-operate with ECA in that field.

The CHAI~~ invited Mr. Lukacs, Chicf of tho Tr~nsport Section

of the Division of Industry, Transport and Natural Resources, to intro

duco sub-section 22, Transport.

Mr. LL'Y~~CS (Secrctcriat) said ho hoped that in tho yoo.r

1963-1964 tho work of the Transport Section weuld progress beyond the

doscriptivo st~go and that it would be possible to ffio.kG analyses ~nd
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roach conclusions. Cne of the general ideas behind the soction's programme

was that, just as transport sarved the national economy as a wholo, so

its studies on tr~nsport problGffis should be vi assi8t~nc8 to studies on

industrial, agricultural, trade and sooial dovelop~ont. An illustration

of that spirit of co-operation wes tho fQct that it hed baen suggestod

that a member of tho Transport Soction should join each of the missicns

montiono~ und3r item 21-07.

Tho Section hed a clear and dotailod work programme, all tho parts

of which wore closely inter-related. One part of its programme was an

assossmont of oxpected demands for transport facilities. It was under

stood that tho growth rate that would be demanded would not bo common

surate with the growth ratos of industry, agriculture cr the national

product, and tho impact of tho dcvelopmont of industrial output and value

upon transport demand would havo to b8 determined on tho basis of changes

in the pattern of industrial output.

Another part of the programme was a study on transport statistics.

The Section wentod to collect data on transport activities and available

rosourcos. The .ork would consist of the collection, processing and

analysis of ~tatistioal data, the establishmont of definition~ and the

standardization and oompilation of an all-Afrioan system of transport

statistics. It would bo carried out in close co-operation with the

Statistical Division; governDlonts would only be asked to supply statistics

which were absolutely essential.

The third part of the programne was a comparison of the costs of the

various modos of transport, both current costs and capital outlays.

Tho fourth part Was an assossmont of the investment needed to onable

transport supplies to moot demands. An attempt would be made to collect

all available information about possible sources of invostment funds and

when they might bo used.

Under the fifth part of its prograwme the Scotion would be attempting

to determine, in the first place from an economic point of vi0'-, "hat

•
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would bo the most advantageons s ~r...~cturG for ns. tional and Gub-regionc.l

transport systems.. It wOl<.lcl -be: r.oo-.:ssary to ohz..nnsl lone-torm invest

ments into th" diffor,mt bral1Ghos <) r ~r"nsport in suel: " wa;y th::1t what

was considerod to be 7.hc tlC~t '1.d.~~·; 'l+'; i!OOUS ~t.ructu:ro would bo achioved.

Owing to staff limi ta tiOTl.s 9 durirlt.,2" "l;tw n,.:ul'+ ";{oe.r Cor 30 it would be

possiblo to study the problor.Js of only 0"," singl" sub-region, (1nd W",st

Africa had boen solectod.

Ir connection with item 22-01, par::graph (go), ,LJaling with air

tr~nsport, hG infonnJd tho Committe" that, since the Programme of Work

was circulated, it had beGn found that it would be possible to under

take 8a~e preliminary werk on training in the teohnological- ~nd oconomic

problemJ would be so organized in such a way as to contributo to the

Seotion's ovorall study, and facilitatG the establishment of close

co-operation botween ~CA and ICAO.

The studies proposGd under item 22-01, paragraph (e), promised

swift practical rosults.

With rospeet to it8ffi ~2-01, paragraph (h), it had oeen found

possiole to expand thG soope of tho projGot to ineluda a largGr number

of the oconomic aspoctR of tourism, thus bringing it more into line with

the oV0rall study.

It was hoped that it would be possible to sl1brr.i t the first draft of

a report o~ the cvor~ll study, and reports on tho othor studivs, to a

meeting on transport to bo held not 0~rlier than the spring of 1964.

The problems covered by the studios W8re mest divLrao and intric~ta. For

that roason tho Soc-bion could not undert8.ko further work at present.

The Section hoped thD,t gOVGI'mlOnts '''ould ~Glp it by studying and oOl':lment

ing upon its programme.

Tho mooting rosa at 6:30 p.m.




