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DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE WORLD SUMMIT
FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Report of the Main Committee

Adgendum
1. At the Sth meeting, on 10 March, the Main Committee approved the draft

declaration and recommended it te¢ the plenary for adoption.
2. The text ¢f the draft déclaration is a=z follows:
PART ONE
DRAFT DECLARATION

1. For the first time in history, at the invitation of the United Nations,
we gather as Heads of Sctate and Government to recognize the significahte cof
social development and human well-being for all and to give to these goals
the highest priority both now and into the twenty-first century.

2. We acknowledge that the people of the world have shown in different
ways an urgent need to address profound social problems, especially poverty,
unemployment and social exclusion, that affect every country. It is our task
to address both their underlying and structural causes and their distressing
consequences in order to reduce uncertainty and insecurity in the life of
people. ‘

3. We acknowledge that our societies must respond more effectively to the
material and spiritual needs of individuals, their families and the
communities in which they- live throughout our diverse countries and regions.
We must do so as a matter of urgency, but also as a matter of sustained and
unshakeahble commitment through the years ahead.

4. We are convinced that democracy and transparent and accountapble
governance and administration in all-sectors of society are indispensable
foundations for the realization of social and people-centred sustainable
development. ' L o
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5. We share the conviction that social development and social justice are
indispensable for the achievement and maintenance of peace and security within
and among our nations. In turn, social development and social justice cannot
be attained in the absence of peace and security or in the absence of respect
for all human rights and fundamental freedoms. This essential interdependence
‘was recognized S0 years ago in the Charter of -the United Nations and has grown
ever stronger.

6. We are deeply convinced that economic development, social development and
envircnmencal protection are interdependent and mutually reinforcing
.components of sustainable development, which is the framework for our efforts
‘to achieve a higher quality of life for all people, Equitable social
development that recognizes empowering of the poor to utilize environmental
resources sustainably is a necessary foundation for sustainable development.
We alsc recognize that broad-based and sustained economic growth in the
context of sustainable development is necessary to sustain social develorment
and soc¢ial justice.

7. We recognize, therefore, that social development is central to the needs
and aspirations of peogple throughout the world and to the responsibilities of
Governments and all sectors of civil society. We affirm that, in both
economic and social terms, the most productive policies and investments are
those thar empower people to maximize their capacities, resources and
opportunities. We acknowledge that social and economic development cannot be
" secured in a sustainable way withcout the full participation of women and that
equality and equity hetween women and men is a priority for the international
community and as such must be at the centre of economic and social
develgopment .

8. We acknowledge that peoplé are at the centre of our concerns for
sustainable development and that they are entitled to a healthy and productive
life in harmony with the envircnment. -

9. We gather here to commit ourselves, our Governments and cur nations to
enhancing social development throughout the world so that all men and women,
egpecially those living in poverty, may exercise the rightsg, utiliize the

. resources and share the responsibilities that enable them to lead satisfying
lives and to contribute to the well-being of thejr families, their communities
and humankind. To support and promote these efforts must be the overriding
goals of the international community, especially with respect to those
suffering from poverty, unemployment and social exclusion.

10. We make this sclemn commitment on the eve 9f the fiftieth annlversary of
the United Nations and with a determination to capture the unigue
possibilities offered by the end of the cold war to promote social development
and social justice. We reaffirm and are guided by the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and by agreements reached at relevant
international conferences, inc¢luding the World Summit for Children, held at
New York in 1990, the Unitred Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, held at Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the World Conference on Human
Rights, held at Vienna in 1993, the Global Conference on the Sustainable
Pevelopment of Small Island Developing States, held at Bridgetown, Barbados,
in 1994 and the International Conference on Population and Development, held
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at Cairo in 1%94. By this Summit we launch a new commitment to social
development in each of our countries and & new era of -international
cooperation between Governments and peoples based on a spirit of partnership
that puts the needs, rights and aspirations of people at the centre of our
decisions and joint actions.

11. We gather here in-Coﬁenhagen in a Summit of hope, commitment and action.
‘We gather with full awareness of the difficulty of the tasks that lie ahead
but with a conviction that- major progress can be achieved, must be achieved
and will be achieved. -

12. We commit ourselves to this Declaration and Programme of Action for
enhancing social development and ensuring human well-being for all throughout
the world now and into the twenty-first century. We invite all people, in all
countries and in all walks of life, as well asg the international community, to
join us in our common cause.

A, n i n ang r
for convenjpg the Summit
13. We are witnessing in countries throughout the world the expansion of

prosperity for some, unfortunately accompanied by an expansion of unspeakable
poverty for others. This glaring contradiction is unacceptable and needs to
© be corrected through urgent actions. '

14. Globalization, which is a consequence of increased human mobility,
enhanced communications, greatly increased trade and capital flows and
technological developments, opens new opportunities for sustained economic
growth and developmerit of the world economy, particularly in developing . .
countries. Globalization also permits countries to share experiences, to
learn from one another’'s achievements and difficulties as well as a
cross-fertilization 6f ideals, cultural values and aspirations. At the same
time, the rapid processes of change and adjustment have been accompanied by
intensified poverty, unemployment and social disintegration. - Threats to human
well-being, such as environmental risks, have alsc been globalized.
Furthermore, the global transformations of the world economy are profoundly
changing the parameters of social development in all countries. The challenge
is how to manage these processes and threats so as to enhance their benefits
and mitigate their negative effects upon peaple.

15. There has been progress in scme areas of social and economic development[

. lia:

{a) The global wealth of nations has mulrtiplied sevenfold in the past
50 years and international trade has grown even more dramatically;

(b) Life expectancy, literacy and primary education, and access to
basic health care, including family planning, have increased in the majority
of countries and average infant mortality has been reduced, including in °
developing countries;
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(c) Democratic pluralism, democratic institutions and fundamental civil
liberties have expanded. Detolonization efforts have achieved much progress,
while the elimination of apartheid i3 a historic achievement.

16, Yet we recognize that far too many people, and partlcularly women and
children, are vulnerable to stress and deprivation. Poverty, unemployment and
social disintegration too often result in isolation, marginalization and ’
violence. The insecurity many people, in particular vulnerable people, face
about the future - their own and their children’s -~ is intensifying: o

{a), Within many societies, both in developed and developing countries,
the gap between rich and poor has increased. Further, and despite the fact
that some developing countries are growing rapidly, the gap between develcoad
and many developing countries, particularxly the least developed countries, has
widened;

(b} More than one billion people in the world live in abject poverty,
most of whom go hungry every day. A large proportion, the majority of whom
are women, have very limited access to income, resources, education, health
care or nutrition, particularly in Africa and the least developed countries;

{c)- 'There are also serious social problems of a different nature and::
magnitude in countries with economies in transition and those experiencing
fundamental political, economic and social transformations;

{d} The major cause of the continued deterioration of the global
environment is the unsustainable pattern of consymption and production,
particularly in industrialized countries, which is a matter of grave concern,
aggravating poverty and’ imbalances;

{e) Continued growth in the world‘s population, its structure and
distribution, and its relationship with poverty and social and gender
inequality, challenge the adaptive capacities of Governments, indiviguals,
social institutions and the natural environment;

{f) Qver 120 million people worldwide are officially unemployed and,
many more are underemployed. Too many young people, including those with
formal education, have little hope of finding productive work;

{g) More women than men live in absolute poverty, and the imbalance
continues to grow, with serious consequences for women and their children.
Women carry a dispreoportionate share of the problemg of coping wich poverty,
social disintegration, unemployment, environmental degradaction and the effects
of war;

{n) One of the world’'s largest minorities, more than 1 in 10, are
pecple with disabilities, who are too often forced into poverty, unemployment
and social isolation. In addition, in all countries, older persons may he
particularly wvulnerable to social exclusion, poverty and marginalization;
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{i) Millions of people worldwide are refugees or internally displaced
persons. The tragic social consequences have a eritical effect on the SOClal
stability and development of their home country, their host country and the
regpective regions. '

17. While these problems are global in character and affect all countries, we
clearly acknowledge that the situation of most developing countries, and
particularly_of Africa and the least developed countries, is critical and
requires special attention and action. We als¢o acknowledge that these
countries, undergoing fundamental political, economic and social
transformation, including those in the process of consolidating peace and
democracy, require the support of the international community,

i8. Countries with economies in transition, which are also undergoing
fundamental political, economic and social transformation, reguire the support
of the international community as well.

19. Other countries undergeing fundamental political, economic and social
transformation require the suppert of the international communitcy as well.

20. " !The goals and objectives of social development require continucus efforts
"to reduce and eliminate mator sources of social distress and instabilicy for
the family and for society. wWe pledge our particular focus on and priority
attention to the fight against worldwide conditions that pose severe threats
to the health, safety, peace, security and well-being of our people. Among
these conditions are chronic hunger,- malnutriticon, illicit drug problems,
organized crime, corruption, foreign occupation, armed conflicts, illicit arms
crafficking, terrorism, intolerance and incitement to racial, ethnic,
religious and other hatreds, xencphobia, and endemic, communicable and chronic
diseases. To this end, coordination and cooperation at the national level and
in particular at the regicnal and international levelg should be further
strengthened.

21. In this context, the negative impact on development of excessive military
expenditures, arms trade and investment for arms preduction and acquisition
must be addressed.

22. Communicable diseases constitute a serious health problem in all
countries, are a major cause of death glcbally and, in many cases, their
incidence is increasing. These diseases are a hindrance to social development
and ofren the cause of poverty and social exclusicon., The prevention,
treatment and contrcl of these diseases, covering a spectrum from tuberculosis
and malaria to HIV/AIDS, must be given highest priority.

23. We can continue to hold the trust of the people of the world only if we
make their needs our priority. We know that poverty, lack of productive
employment and social disintegration are an offence to human dignity. We also
know that they are negatively reinforcing and represent a waste of human
resources and a manifestation of ineffectiveness in the functioning of markets
and economic and social institutions and processes.

24. Our challenge is to establish a people-centred framework for social
development to guide us now and in the future, to build a culture of
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CQoperacion and partnership and to respond to the.immediate needs of those who
are most affected by human distress. We are determined to meet this challenge
and promote social development throughout the world.

B. Principles and goala

' 25. We Heads of State and Government are commitced to a political, eccnomic,
ethical and spiritual vision for social development based on human dignicy,
human rights, equality, respect, peace, democracy, mutual responsibility and
cooperation, and full respect for the various religious and ethical values and
- cultural backgrounds of people. Accordingly, we will give the highest

- priority in national, regional and internatiocnal policies and actions to the
promotion of gocial progress, justice and the betterment of the human
condition, based on: full participation by all.

26. To this end we will create a framework for action to:

{a) Place people at the centre of development and direct our economies
to meet human needs more effectively;

{b) Fulfil our responsibility for present and future generations by
ensuring equity among generations, and protecting the integrity and
sustainable use of our environment;

{c) Recognize that, while social development is a national
responsibility, it cannot be successfully achieved without the collective
commitment and efforts of the internaticnal community;

(d) Integrate a2conomic, cultural and social policies so that they
become mutually supportive, and acknowledge the interdependence of public and
private spheres of activity;

(e) Recognize that the achievement of sustained social development
requires sound, broadly baased economic policies:

(£} Promote democracy, human dignity, social justice and solidarity at

the national, regional and internactional levels; ensure tolerance,
non-violenze, pluralism and non-discrimination in full respect of diversity
within and among societies;

{g) Promote the equitable distribution of income and greater acbess ta
resources through equity and equality of opportunity for all;

{h} Recognize the family as the basic unit of society and acknowledge
that it plays a key role in social development and as such should be
strengthened, with attention to the rights, capabilities and responsibilities
of its members. In different cultural, political and social gystems various
forms of family exist. It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and
support;
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{i} Ensure that disadvantaged and vulnerable persons and groups are
included in social development, and that society acknowledges and responds to
the conseguences of disability by securing the legal rights of the individual
and by making the physical and social environment accessible;

(3) Promote universal reapect for, and observance and protection of,
"all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, including the right to
development; promote the effective exercise of rights and the discharge of
responsibilities at all levels of society; promote equality and equity between
women and men; protect the rights of children and youth; and promote the
strengthening of social integration and civil society;

(k) Reaffirm the right of self-determination of all peoples under
colonial or other forms of alien domination or foreign occupation, and the
importance of the effective realization of this right, as enunciated,
inter alia, in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the
World Conference on Human Rights;

{1) Support progress and security for people and communities whereby
every member of society is enabled to satisfy basic human needs and to realize
his or her personal dignity, safety and creativity; :

{m) Recognize and support indigenous people in their pursuit of
economic and social develcopment with full respect for their identity,
traditions, forms of social organization and cultural values;

(n) Underline the importance of transparent and accountable governance
and administration in all public and private national and international
-institutions;

{0} Recognize that empowering people, particularly women, to strengthen
their own capacities is a main objective of development and its principal
resource, Empowerment requires the full participation of people in the
formulation, implementation and evaluation of decisions determining the
functioning and well-being of ocur societies;

(p) Assert the universality of social development, and outline a new
and strengthened approach to social development, with a renewed impetus for
international cooperation and partnership:

{g) Improve the possibility of older persons achieving a better life;

(r) Receognize chat the new information technologies and new apprecaches
to the access to and use of technologies by people living in poverty can help
in fulfilling social development goals; and therefore recognize the need to
facilitace access to such technologies:

(s} Strengthen policies and programmes that improve, ensure and broaden
the participation of women in all spheres of political, economic, social and
cultural life, as equal partners, and improve their access to all resources
needed for the full exercise of their fundamental rights;
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() Create the political, legal, material and social conditions that.
allow for the voluntary repatriation of refugees in safety and dignity to '
their countries of origin, and the voluntary and safe return of internally
displaced persons to their places of origin and their smooth relntegratlon
into their societies;

{u) Emphasize the lmportance of the return of all prlsoners of war,
persons missing in action and hostages to their families, in accordance w1tb
international conventions, in order to reach full social development.

27. We acknowledge that it'is‘the primary responsibility of States to attain
‘these goals. We also acknowledge that these goals cannot be achieved by
States alone. The international community, the United Nations, the
multilateral financial institutions, all regiconal organizations and local
authorities, and all actors of civil society need to positively contribute
their own share of efforts and resources in order to reduce inequalities among
people and narrow the gap between developed and developing countries in a
global effort to reduce social tensions, and to create greater social and
economic stability and security. Radical political, social and economic

- ‘changes in the countries with economies in transition have been accompanied by
a deterioration in their economic and social situation. We invite all people
to express their personal commitment to enhancing the human condition through
concrete actions in their own fields of activities and through agsuming

- gpecific civic responsxbllltles.

C. mm j n
28. Our global drive for social development and the recommendations for

action contained in the Programme of Action are made in a spirit of consensus
and international cooperation, in full conformity with the purposes and

. principles of the Charter of the United Nations, recognizing that the

formulation and implementation of strategies, policies, programmes and actions
for social development are the responsibility of each country and should take
into account the economic, environmental and social diversity of conditions in
each country, with full respect for the various religious and ethical values,
cultural backgrounds and philosophical convictions of its people, and in
conformity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms. In this context,
international cooperation is essential for the full implementation of the
social development programmes and actions.

29. On the basis of our common pursuit of social development, which aims at
sacial justice, solidarity, harmony and equality within and among countries,
in full respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as
policy objectives, development priorities and religious and cultural
diversity, and full respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, we
launch a global drive for social progress and development embodied in the
following commitments.

Commitment 1

We commit ourselves Lo create an economic,- polltlcal 730c1a1 cultural
and legal environment that will enable pecple to achieve social development.
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To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a} Provide a stable legal framework, in accordance with our
constitutions, laws and procedures, and consistent with international law and
obligations, which includes and promotes equality and egquity between women and
men, full respect for all human rights and fundamental fieedoms and the rule
of law, access to justice, elimination of all forms of dlscrlmlnat;on,
trangparent and accountable governance and administration and the
_encouragement of partnership with free and representative organizations of
civil society; o

R - M Create an .enabling economic environment aimed at promotlng'mcre
equltable access for all to income, resources and social serv1ces

{c) Reinforce, as appropriate. the means and capacities for pegple to
parcicipate in the formulation and implementation of social angd econemic
policies and programmes through decentralizdtion, open management of public
institutiong and strengthening of the abilities and opportunities of civil
society and local communities toc develop their own organizations, resources
and activities;: :

(d) Reinforce peace by promoting tolerance, non-violence and respect
for diversity, and by settling digputes by peaceful means;

(e) Promote dynamic, open, free markets, while recognizing the need to
intervene in markets, to the extent necessary, to prevent or counteract market
failure, promote stability and long-term investment, ensure falr competition
and ethical conduct and harmonize economi¢ and social development, 1nclud1ng
the development and implementaticn of appropriate programmes that would
entitle and enable people living in poverty and digadvantage, especxally
women, to participate fully and preductively in the economy and society; .

{£) Reaffirm, promote and strive to ensure the realization of the
rights set out in relevant international instruments and declarations, such as
the Universal Declaration of Human Rishts, the Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and the Declaration on the Right to Development, including
those relating to education, food, shelter, employment, health and
information, particularly in order tc agsist people living in povercy;

{g) Create the comprehensive conditions to allow for the veoluntary
repatriacion of refugees in safety and dignity to their countries cf origin
and the veluntary and safe return of internally displaced persons to their
places of origin and their smooth reintegracion inco their societies.

At the international level. we will:
{h) Promote internaticonal peace and security and make and support all
efforts to gettle international dlsputes by peaceful means in accordance with

the Charter <of the United Natxons,

(i) Strengthen international cooperation for achlevzng social
development. o ‘ ’
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{3) Promote and implement pclicies to create a supportive external
economic environment, through, jinter alia. cooperation in the formulation and
. implementation of macroeconomic policies, trade liberalization, meobilization
.. apd/or provision of new and additional financial resources thar are both
adequate and predictable and mobilized in a way that maximizes the
availability of such resocurces for sustainable development, using all
available funding sourcea and mechanisma, enhanced financial stability, and
more equitable access of developing countries to global markets, productive
investments and technologies and appropriate knowledge, with due consideration
" to the needs of countrles with economies in tranaitxon, ’

(k) - Strive to ensure that 1nternational agreements relat1ng to trade,
investment, technology. debt and official development assistance (QDA) are
implemented in a manner that promotes social development;

{1) Support, particularly through technical and financial cooperatlon,
" the efforts of developing countries to achieve rapid, breoadly based
sustainable development. Particular consideration should be given te the-
special needs of small island and land-locked developing countries and the
least developed countrles,

{m) Support, through approprxate international cooperation, the efforts
of countries with economies in rransition to achieve rapid broadly based
sustainable development;

{n) Reaffirm and promote all human rights, which are universal,
indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, includirig the fight to
development as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of
fundamental human rightsg, and strive to ensure that they are respected,
protected and observed.

Commitment 2

We commit ourselves to the goal of eradicating poverty in the warld,
through decisive national actions and international cooperation, as an
ethical, social, political and economic imperative of humankind.

Te this end, at the national level, in partnership with all actors of
civil society and in the context of a multidimensional and integrated
approach, we will:

{a) Formulate or strengthen, .as a macter of urgency, and preferably by
the year 1996, the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty, national
policies and strategies geared to substantially reducing overall poverty in
the shortest possible time, and to reducing inequalities, and to eradicate
apsolute poverty by a target date to be specified by each country in 1ts

. -hatjonal context;

{b) Focus our efforts and policies to address the root causes aof
poverty and to provide for the basic needs of all. These efforts should
include the elimination of hunger and malnutrition, the provision of food
security, education, employment and livelihood, primary health-care services,
including reproductive health care, safe drinking water and sanitation,
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adequate shelter and participation in social and cultural life. Special
priority will be given to the needs and rights of women and children, who
often bear the greatest burden of poverty, and to the needs of vulnerable and
disadvantaged groups and persons;

(c) Ensure that people living in poverty have access to productive
respurces, including credit, land, education and training, technology,
knowledge and information, and to public services, and participate in
decision-making on a policy and regulatory environment that would enable them
to benefit from expanding employment and economic opportunltles

(d) - Develop and implement polzcxes to ensure that all people have
adequate economic and social protection during unemployment, ill health,
maternity, child rearing, widowhood, disability and old age,.

{e) Ensure that national budgets and policies are oriented, asg
necessary, to meeting basic needs, reducing inequalities and targeting
poverty, as & strategic objective;

Nt Seek to reduce inequalities, increase opportunities and access to
regsources and income, and remove any political, legal, economic and social
factors and constraints that foster and sustain inequality.

At the international level, we will:

{g) Strive to ensure that the internaticnal community and international
organizaticns, particularly the multilateral financial institutions, assist
developing countries and all countries in need in their efforts to achieve our
overall goal of eradicating poverty and ensuring basic social protection;

(h) Encourage all international donors and multilateral development
banks to support policies and programmes for the attainment, in d sustained
manner, of the specific efforts of the developing countries and all countries
in need relating to people-centred sustainable development and to meeting
basic needs for all; to assess their existing programmes in consultation with
the concerned developing countries to ensure the achievement of. the agreed
programme objectives; and to seek to ensure that their own policies and
programmes will advance the attainment of agreed development goals that focus
on meering ‘basic needs for all and eradicating absolute poverty. Efforts
should be made to ensure that participation by the pecple concerned is an
integral part of such programmes;

{i) Focus attention on and support the special needs of countries and
regions in which there are substantial concentrations of people living in
poverty, in particular those in South Asia, and which therefore face serious
difficulties in achieving social and economic development. '

m i tm

We commit ourselves to promoting the goal of full employment as a basic
priority of our economic and social policies, and to enabling all men and
women to attain secure and sustainable. livelihoods thrOugh freely chosen
productive employmen: and work.
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To this end, at the national level, we will:

{a) Put the creation of employment, the reduction of unemployment and
‘the promotion of appropriately and adequately remunerated employment at the
centre of strategies and policies of Governments, in full respect for workers'
rights, with the participaticn of employers, workers and their respective .
‘organizations, and giving special attention to the problems of structural
long-term unemployment. -and:underemployment of youth, women, people With
disabilities and all other dlsadvantaged groups and individuals;

{b) Develop policies to expand work opportunitieg and productivity in
both rural and urban sectors by .achieving economic¢ growth, investing in human
resource development, promoting technologies that generate productive
employment, and encouraging self-employment, entrepreneurship and small and
medium-sized enterprises;

{c) Improve access to land, credit, info:mation, infrastructure andg -
other productive resources for small and micro-enterprises, including those in
the informal sector, with partzcular emphasis on the disadvantaged sectors of
soclety.

(d) Develop policies to ensure that workers and employers have the
education, information and training needed to adapt to changing economic
conditions, technologies and labocur markets;

(e} Explore innovative options for employment creation and seek new
approaches to generating income and purchasing power;

(f) Foater policies that enable people to combine their paid work with
their family responsibilities;

(g) Pay particular attention to women's access to employment, the
protection of their position in the labour market and the promotion of equal
treatment of women and men, in particular with respect to pay.

th} Take due account of the impprtance of the informal sector in our
employment development strategies, with a view toc increasing its contribution
to the eradication of poverty and to social integration in developing
countries, and to strengthening its linkages with the formal economy;

{i} Pursue the goal of ensuring quality jobs, and safeguard the basic
rights and interests of workers and, to that end, promote respect for relevant
International Labour Organization conventicns, including rhose on the
prohibition or forced and child labour, and on freedom of asgociation, the
right to organize .and bargain collectively and the principle of
non-discrimination, c¢onsistent with the principle of voluntarism as reflected
in the International Labour Organization Convention:

At the international level, we will:

(j}' Ensure that migrant workers benefit from the protection provided by
relevant national and international instruments, take concrete and effective
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' measures against the exploitation of migrant workers and encourage all

countries to consider the ratification and full implementation of the relevant
international instruments on migrant workers;

{k} Foster international cooperation in macroeconomic policies,
liberalization of trade and investment so0 as to promote sustained economic
growth and the creation of employment, and exchange experiences cn successful
policies and programmes aimed at increasing employment and reducing
unemployment ,

‘  em !

We commit ourselves to promoting social integration by fostering
societies that are stable, safe and just and based on the promotion and
protection of all human rights, and on non-discrimination; tolerance, respect
for diversity, equality of opportunity, solidarity, security and participation
of all people, including disadvantaged and vulnerable groups and persons.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

{a) Promote respect for democracy, the rule of law, pluralism and-

‘diversity, toclerance and responsibility, non-violence and solidarity by

encouraging educational systems and communication media and local communities
and organizations to raise people’s understanding and awareness of all aspects
of social integration;

(b} Formulate or strengthen policies and strategies geared to the
elimination of discrimination in all its forms and the achievement of sccial
integration based on equality and respect for human dignity;

(c) Promote access for all to education, information, technology and
know-how as essential means to enhancing communication and participation in
civil, political, economic, social and cultural life, and ensure respect for
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights;:

“(d) Ensure the protection and full integration intec the economy and
society of disadvantaged and vulnerable. groups and persons;

{e) Formulate or strengthen measures to ensure respect for, and
protection of, the human rights of migrants, migrant workers and their
families, to eliminate the increasing acts of racism and xenophobia in sectors
of many societies and to promocte greater harmony and tolerance in alil
societies;

(£) Recognize and respect the right of indigenous peopie to maintain-

-and develop their identity, culture and interests, support their aspirations

for social justice and provide an environment that enables them to participate
in the social, economic and political life of their country;

(g). Foster the social protection and full integration into the economy
and society. of veterans, including veterans and victims of the Second World
War and other wars;
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(h}' Acknowledge and encourage the contribut¥én of people of all age
groups as equally and vitally important for the building of a harmonious
society, and foster dialogue between generations in all parts of society;

(i) 'Recognize and respect cultural, ethnic and religicus diversity and
promote and protect theé rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious or linguistic minorities, and take measures to facilitate their full
participation in all aspects of the political, economic, social, religious and
cultural life of society and in the economic progress and social development
. of their country,

(i Strengthen the ability of 1ocal communities and groups with common
concerns to develop their own organizatidns and resources and to propose
'policies relating to social development, including through the act;vxtles of
non-governmental. organlzatlons, e

(k) Strengthen institutions that enhance social 1ntegrat10n.
recognizing the central role of the family and providing it with an'
environment that assures its protection and support. In different cultural
polltlcal -and social gsystems, various forms of the famlly exist.

(1) Address the problems of crime, violence and illicit drugs as
factors of social disintegration. '

At the international level, we will:

(m} Encourage the ratification, the avoidance as far as possible of the
resort to reservations, and the implementation of international instruments
and adherence to internationally recognized declarations relevant to the
elimination of dlscrlmlnatxon and the promotion and protectlon of all human
r;ghts,' Coae

(n) Further enhance international mechanisms for the provision of
humanitarian and finaricial assistance to refugees and host countries that
promote appropriate shared responsibility; :

{0) Promote international cooperatxon and partnershlp on the basis of
equallty, mutual respect and mutual benefic.

ngmlr_mgg-; 5

We commit ourselves to promoting full respect for human dignity and to
achieving eguality and equity between women and men, and to recognizing and
enhancing the participation and leadership roles of women in political, civil,
economic, sOClal and cultural 1lfe and in development.'

To this end. at the national level, we will:  ~°~
(a) Promote changes in attitudes, structures, 9011C1es. laws and

practices in order to eliminate all obstacles to human ‘dignity, equality and
equity in the family and in society, and promote full and equal participation
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of urban and rural women, and women with disabilities, in‘sociai, economic and
political life, including in the formulation, implementation and follow-up of
public policies and programmes;

{b) - Establish structures, policies, objectives and measurable goals to
ensure gender balance and equity in decision-making processes at all levels’
“and broaden women’s political, economic, social and cultural opportunities and

independence and support the empowerment of women, including through their
various organizations, especially those of indigenous women and those at the
grass-roots level, and among the poverty-stricken sections, including through
~affirmative action, where necessary, and also through measures to integrate a
" gender perépective in the design and implementation of economic and social
policies;

{c) Promote full and equal access of women to literacy, education and
training and remove all obstacles to their access to credit and other
productive resources and to their ability to buy, hold and sell property and
land equally with men;

(d}. Take appropriate measures to ensure, on the baais of equality of
men and women, universal access to the widest range of health-care services,
r1nclud1ng those relating to reproductive health care, consistent with the
Programme of Action of the Internationdl Conference on Population and
Development; .

{e) Remove the remaining restrictions on women’s rights to own land,
inherit property or borrow money, and ensure women’s equal right to work;"

(f). Establish policies, objectives and goals that enhance the equality
of status, welfare and opportunity of the girl child, especially in regard to
health, nutrition, literacy and education, recognizing that gender
discrimination starts at the earliest stages of life;

{g) Promote equal partnership between women and men in family and
community life and society, emphasize the shared responsibility of men and
women in the care of children and support for older family members and
emphasize men's shared responsibility and promote their active involvement in
responsible parenthood and responsible sexual and reproductive behawviour;

(h) Take effecrive measures, including through the enactment and
enforcement of laws, and implement policies to combat and eliminate all forms
of discrimination, exploitation, abuse and violence against women and girl
children; in accordance with relevant lnternatlonal instruments and
declarations;

(i) Promopte and protect the full and equal enjoyment by women of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms; .

(3) Formulate or strengthen policies and practices to ensure that women
are enabled to participate fully in paid work and in employment through such
measures as positive action, edutation, training and employment, appropriate
" protection under labour legislation and faC111tat1ng the provision of" quallty
child care and other support services.
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t‘At"the:ihterna;ional‘1evg1; we will:

(k) Promote and protect women’s human rights and encourage the
ratification, if possible by the year 2000, the avoidance, as far as possible,
of the resort to reservations, and the 1mp1ementat10n of the provisions of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and
other relevant instruments, as well as the implementation of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, the Geneva
'Declaration on the Economic Advancement of Rural Women and the Programme of

.Action ‘adopted by the Internaticnal Conference on Populatlon and Development,

(1) lee spe01f1c attentlon to the preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women, to be held at Beijing in September 1995, and to the
implementation and follow-up of the conclusions of that Conference;

~ {m) Promote international. cooperation to assist developing countrlas.
‘at their request, in their efforts to achieve equality and equity andﬁtbe
empowerment of women;

{n) Devise suitable means to recognize and make visible the full fxtent ..

of the work ‘of women and all their contrlbutlons to the natiocnal. ecomnmy, ;
including contributions in the uniremunerated’and domestic sectors. . .. ..

Commitment 6 (see A/CONF.166/L.3/Add.2)
ggmmg;mggg 7

) We commit curselves to accelerating the economic, socilal and human
resource development of Africa and the least developed countries.

To this end, we will:

(a) Implement at the naticnal level structural adjustment policies,
which should include social development goals, and effective development .
strategies that establish a more favourable climate for trade and investment,
give priority to human resource development and further promote the
development of democratic institutions;

(b} = Support the domestic efforts of Africa and the least developed
_countries to implement economic reforms, programmes to increase food security,
and commodity diversification efforts through international cooperation,
including South-South cooperation, technical and financial assistance, as well
as ctrade and partnership;

{e) Find effective, development-oriented and durable sclutions to
external debt problems, through the immediate implementation of the terms of
debt forgiveness agreed upon in the Paris Club in December 1994, which
. encompass debt reduction, including cancellaticn or other debt-relief

‘measures; invite the 1nternat10nal financial institutions to examine
innovative approaches to as51st low-income countries with a high proportion of
multilateral debt, with a view to alleviating the.debt. burden; develop -
techniques of debt conversion applied to social development programmes and .
projects in conformity with Summit priorities. Thege actions should take into
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account the mid-term review of the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1520s and .the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countrles for the 19903, and should be implemented as soon as
possible;

(d) - Ensure the implementation of the strategies and measures for the
development of Africa decided by the international community, and support the
reform efforts, development strategies and programmes decided by the African
countries and the least developed countries;

{e) Increase official development assistance, both in total and for
social programmes, and improve its impact cons;stenc with countries’ economic
circumstances and capacities to assist, and consistent with commitments in-
international agreements;

{f) Consider ratifying the United Nations Conwventicn to Combat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Degertification, Particularly in Africa, and support African countries in the
implementation of urgent ac™on to ccmbat desert;ficatlon and mitigate the
effects of drought;

(g) Take all necessary'measures aimed at ensuring that communicable 4
digseages, particularly HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, do not restrict or
reverse the progress made in economic and social development.

Commitment 8

. We commit ourselves to ensuring that when structural adjustment
programmes are agreed to, they include social development goals, in partlcular
eradicating poverty, promoting full and productive employment and enhancing
social integration.

2

To this end. at tﬁe national level, we will:

(al Promote basic social programmes and expenditures, in particular
those affectxng the poor and the vulnerable segments of society and. protect
them from budget reductions while increasing the guality and effectiveneas of
social expenditures;

(b) Review the impact of structural adjustment programmes on social
development, including, where appropriate, by means of gender-sensitive social
impact assessments and other relevant methods, in order to develop policies to
reduce their negative effects and improve. their positive impact; the
cooperation of international financial institutions in the review could be .
requested by interested countries;

{c? Promote, in the countries with economies in transition, an
integrated approach to the transformat1on process, addressing the social
consequences of reforms and human resource development needs;
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(d} Reinforce the social development components of all adjustment ‘
policies and programmes, including those resulting from the globalization of
markets and rapid technological change, by designing policies to promote more
equitable and enhanced access to income and resources;

e Ensure that women do not bear a disproportionate burden of the
trangitional costs of such processes.

At the international level, we will:

(£) Work to ensure that multilateral development banks and other donors
complement adjustment lending with enhanced.targeted social development
investment lending;

(g} Strive to ‘ensure that structural adjustment programmes respond to
the economic and social conditions, concerns-and needs of each country;

(h} Enlist the support and cooperation of r;gional and international
organizations and the United Nations system, in particular the Bretton Woods:
ingtitutions, in the design, social management and assessment of structural .
adjuStment policies, and in implementing social development goals and
integrating them 1nto.the1r policies, programmes and gperations.

Commitment 9

We commit ourselves to increase significantly and/or utilize more
efficiently the resources allocated to social development in order to achieve
the goals of the Summxt through national action and regional and 1nternat10nal
cooperation.

To this end, at the national level, we will;

{a) Develop economic policies to promote and mobilize domestic savings
and attract external resources for productive investment, and seek 1nnovat1ve
sources of funding, both public and private, for social programmes ‘while-
ensuring their effectlve utilization;

ib) Implement macroeconomic and microeconomic policies to ensure
Sustained economiC growth and sustainable development o support social
development;

(c} Promote increased access to credit for small and micro-enterprises,
including those in the informal sector, with particular emphasis on the
disadvantaged sectors of society;

(d} Ensure that reliable statistics and statistical 1nd1catcrs are used
to develop and assess social pollc1es and programmes s0 that econocmic and
social resources are used efficiently and effectively;

{e). Ensure that, in accordance with national pricrities and policies,
taxation systems are fair, progressive and economically efficieat, cognizant
of sustainable development concerns, and ensure effective collection of tax
liabilities;
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(L) In the budgetary process, ensure transparency and accountability in
the use of public rescurces and give priority to providing and improving basic
social services;

{(g) Undertake to explore new ways of generating new public and private
financial resources, jinter alis, through the appropriate reduction of
excessive military expenditures, including glcbal military expeénditures and
arms trade, and investments for arms production and acquisition, taking into
consideration national security requirements, so as to allow possible
allocation of additional funds for social and economic development;

(h) Utilize and develop fully the potential and contribution of
cooperatives for the attainment of social development goals, in particular the
eradication of poverty, the generation of full and productive employment and
the enhancement of social integration.

At the internaticnal level, we will:

(i) Seek to mobilize new and additional financial resources that are
both adequate and predictable and mobilized in a way that maximizes the
availability of such resources and uses all available funding sources and. ,
mechanisms, jnter alia, multilateral, bilateral and private sources, including
"on ceoncessignal and grant terms;

{j) Facilitate the flow, to developing countries, of international
finance, technology and human skill in order to realize the objective of
providing new and additional resources that are both adeguate and predictable;

(k) Facilitate the flow of international finance, technology and human
skill towards the countries with economies in transition;

{1) Strive for the fulfilment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of
gross national product for overall official development assistance as soon as
possible, and increase the share of funding for social development programmes,
commensurate with the scope and scale of activities required to achieve the
objectives and goals of the present Declaration and the Programme of Action of
the Summit;

{m} Increase the flow of internaticnal resources to meet the needs of
countries facing problems relating to refugees and displaced persons;

{n) Support South-South cooperation, which can cake advantage of the
experience of developing countries that have overcome similar difficulties;

(o) Ensure the urgent implementation of existing debt-relief agreements
and negotiate further initiatives, in addition to existing ones, to alleviate
the debts of the poorest and most heavily indebted low-income countries at an
early date, eapecially through more favourable terms of debt forgiveness,
including application of the terms of debt forgiveness agreed upon in the
Paris Club in December 1994, which encompass debt reduction, including
cancellation or other debt-relief measures; where appropriate, these countries
should be given a reducation of their bilateral official debt sufficient to
enable them to exit from the rescheduling process and resume growth and
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development; invite the international financial institutions to examine
innovative approaches to assist low-income countries with a high proportion of
myltilateral debt, with a view to alleviating their debt burden; develop
.technigues of debt conversion applied to social development programmes and
projects in conformity with Summit priorities;

(p} Fully implement the Final Act of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral
Trade Negotiations as scheduled, including the complementary provisions
specified in the Marrakesh agreement, in recognition of the fact that broadly
based growth in incomesg, employment and trade are mutually reinforcing, taking
into account the need to assist African countries and the least developed
countries in evaluating the impact ©f the implementation of the Final Act 80
that they can benefit fully:; :

{q} Monitor the impact of trade liberalization on the progress made in
developing countries to meet basic human needs, giving particular attention to
new initiatives to expand their access to international markets;

‘(r) Give attention to the needs of countries with economies_ in
transition with respect to international cooperation and financial and
technical assistance, stressing the need for the full integration of economies
in transition into the world economy, in particular to improve market access
for exports in accordance with multilateral trade rules, taking into account
the needs of developing countries;

{a) Support United Nations development efforts by a substantial
increase in resources for operational activities on a predictable, continuous
.and assured basis, commensurate with the increasing needs of developing
‘‘countries, as stated in General Assembly resolution 47/199, and strengthen the
capacity of the United Naticons and the specialized agencies to fulfil their
responsibilities in the 1mp1ementatlon of the outcome of the World Summit for
Social Development.

‘ . .

We commit ourselves to an improved and strengthened framework for
international, regional and subregional cooperation for social development, in
a spirit of partnership, through the United Nations and other multilateral
institutions.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Adopt the appropriate measures and mechanisms for 1mp1emenc1ng and
monitoring the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development, with the
agsistance upon request, of the agencies, programmes and regional commissions
of the United Nations system, with broad participation of all sectors of civil
society. :

At the regional level, we will:
{b) Pursue such mechanisms and measures as are necessary and

appropriate in particular regions or subregions. The regional commissions, in
tooperation with regional intergovernmental organizations and banks, could



A/CONF.166/L.3/Aadd.1
page 21

" convene, on a biennial basis, a meeting at a high political level to evaluate
progreas made towards fulfilling the outcome of the Summit, exchange views on
their respective experiences and adopt appropriate measures. The regicnal
commissions should report, through the appropriate mechanisms, to the Economic
and Social Council on the outcome of the meeting.

At the international level, we will:

{c) Instruct our representatives to the institutions of the United
Nations system, international development agencies and multilateral
development banks to enlist the support and cooperation of these institutions
to take appropriate and ceordinated measures for continuous and sustained
progress in attaining the goals and commitments agreed to by the Summit. The
United Nations and the Bretton Woods institutions should establish regular and
gubstantive dialogue, including at the field level, for more effective and
" efficient coordinaticn of assistance for social development;

(d) Refrain from any unilateral measure not in accordance with
internaticnal law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles
to trade relations among States;

(e) Strengthen the structures, rescurces and processes of the Economic
and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies and other organizations within
the United Nationg system that are concerned with economic and social
development :

{i) The Economic and Social Council should review and assess, on
the basis of reports of the naticnal Governments, regional
commissions, relevant functional commissions and
United Nations specialized agencies, progress made by the
international community towards implementing the outcome of
the World Summit for Social Development and should report to
the General Assembly, accordingly, for its approprlate
consideration and action;

{ii) The General Assembly should hold a special session in the
year 2000 for an overall review and appraisal of the
implementation of the outcome of the Summit and consider
further actions and initiatives.



e b

UNITED

NATIONS
., WORLD SUMMIT FOR T piser
. SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT . LIMITED

A/CONF . 166 /L. 3/Add 2
10 March, 1985 .. -

Copenhagen, Denhark

‘8-12-March 1985 oOriginal: ENGLISH

Agenda item 10

DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE WORLD SUMMIT
FOR SQCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Report of the Maip Committee
Addendum

1. At the 4th meeting, on 9 March, the Main Committee approved a new -
commitment for the draft declaration, to be included in the dec¢lararion as
commltment 6, ‘and recommended it to the plenary for adoption. Statements
were made by the representatives of Tunisia, Indonella, the Holy- 8ge, Brazil,
India, the United States of America, Egypt, Canada, Benin, SwitZerlamd;- i -
Uganda, Guatemala, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Algeria, Malta’'-France (on
behalf of the Stateés Members of the United Nations that are members of the
European Unlon). the Sudan, Fiji, Pakistan and the Philippines t{én behalf of
the States Members of the United Nations that are members‘cf the- Group of 77

and China).' The Vice-Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Shah’ (India), also made -
a statement. : .

2. The text of the commitment ?gadsuéﬁ follows:

Comgitmens 6

We ‘commit ourselves to prom051ng and attaining the goals of. universal
and equitable access to quallty education, the highest attainable- standard. of
physical and mental health and the access of all to primary health care,
‘making particular efforts to rectify inequalities relating to social
conditions and without distinction’ as to race, natiorial origin, gender, age
or disabilitys reSpectlng and promoclng ‘our commen and particular cultures;
striving to strengthen the role ¢f culture -in development; preserving the
essential bases of people-centred ‘sustainable development -and .contributing to
the full development of human resources and to social development. The
purpose of these activities is to eradicate poverty, promote full and
product;ve employment and foscer SOClal 1ntegrac1on R

CPH.95-108
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To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Formulate and strengthen timebound national strategies‘ﬁor the
eradication of illiteracy and universalization of basic education, ‘which
includes early childhood education, primary education and education for the
illiterate, in all communities, in particular for the introduction, if
possible, of national languages in the educational system and by support of
the various means of non-formal education, striving to attain the highest
possible standard of learning;

{b) Emphasize lifelong learning by seeking to improve the quality of: s+’
education to ensure that people of all ages are provided with useful
knowledge, reasoning ability, skills and ethical and social values reguired to
develop their full capacities in health and dignity and to participate fully
in the social, economic and political process of development. 1In this regard,
women and girls should be considered a priority group:

{e) Ensure that children, particularly girls, enjoy their rights and
promote the exercise of those rights by making education, adeguate nutrition
and health care accessible to them, consistent with the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, and recognizing the rights, duties and responsibilities
of parents and other persons legally responsible for children:;

(d). 'Take apprpbriate and affirmative steps to enable all children and
adolescents to attend and complete school and to close the gender gap in
primary, secondary, vocational and higher education;

{e) Ensure full and equal access to education for girls and women,
recognizing that. investing in women’s education is the key element in
achieving social equality, higher productivity and social returns in terms of
health, lower infant mortality and the reduced need for high fertility;

(£) Ensure equal educational opportunities at all levels for children,
youth and adults with disabilities, in integrated settings, taking full
account of individual differences and situations;

-2 Recognize and support the right of indigenous people to education
in 'a manner that is-regponsive to their specific needs, agpirations and
cultures. ‘and ensure. their full access to health care; :

(h) ' Develop specific educational policies, with gender perspective, and
design appropriate mechanisms at all levels of society in order to accelerate
the conversion of general and specific information available worldwide into
knowledge, and knowledge into creativity, increased productive capacity and
active participation in society; B ‘

(i) Strengthen the links between labour market and education policies, ‘
realizing that education and vocational training are vital elements in job
creation and in combating unemployment and social exclusion in ocur societies,
and emphasize the role of higher education and scientific research in all
plans of social development;
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{j) Develop broad-based education programmes that promote and
strengthen respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including
the right to development, promote the values of :olerancq,.respon91b111ty and
respect for the'diversity and rights of others, and provide training in
peaceful conflict resolution, in recognition of the United Natlons Decade for
Human Rights Education (1995-2005); i

- {k} Focus on learning acquisition and outcome, broaden the means and
scope of basic education, enhance the environment for learning and strengthen
partnerships among Governments, non-governmental organizations, the private
sector, local communities, religious groups and families to achieve the goal
of education for- all;

(1} Establish or strengthen both school-based and community-based
health education programmes  for children, adolescents and adults, with special
attention to ‘girls and women, on a whole range of healtH 'issues, as one of the
prerequisites for social development, recognizing”theé rights’"'duties and
responsibilities of parents and other persons legally responsible for children
and consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Child-

{m) Expedite efforts to ach;gve the goals of national health-for-all
strategies, based. o eguality and. 80¢1a1 ;nstzce in line with the Declaration

on Primary Health Care, by developing or updating country attion plans or
programmes to-ensure universal, nan-discriminatory access to basic health
services, ircluding sanitation and drlnkzng water, to protect health and
promote nutrition education and preventive health programmeg,p_ K

{n) Strive to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to
rehabilitation -and other independent living services and assistive technology
to enable them o maximize their well-being, 1ndependence and full
partic;paclan in. sec1ety.

(o) Ensure an lntegrated and intersectoral approach 80 as to provide
for the protection and promotion of health for all in economic and social
development. takxng cognizance of health dimenslons of pollCleS in all
sectors; .

(p)”i‘SEek to attain maternal and child health objectives, especially the
objectives of reducing child and maternal mortality of the 1990 World Summit
for Children, the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development and the 1994 International Conference on Population and
Development;

{q) Strengthen natiocnal efforts to address more effectively the growing
HIV/AIDS pandemic by providing necessary education and prevention services,
working to ensure that appropriate care and support services are available and
accessible to those affected by HIV/AIDS, and taking all necessary steps to
eliminate every form of discrimination against and isolation of those living
with HIV/AIDS; |

{r) Promote, in all educational and health polices and programmes,
environmental awareness, including awareness of unsustainable patterns of
consumption and production.
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At the international level, we will:

(s} Strive to ensure that international organizations, in part;cular
the international financial institutions, support these objectlves, , .
integrating them into their policy programmes and operations as approprlate
This should be complemented by renewed bilateral and regional cooperation; E

{ty Recognize the importance of the cultural dimension of development
to ensure regpect for cultural diversity and that of our common human cultural
heritage. Creativity should be recognized and promoted; o

(u) Request United Nations agencies, notably the United Nations
Econcmic and Social Council and the World Health Organization, and other '
international organizations dedicated to the promotion of education, culture
and health, to give greater emphasis to the overriding goals of eradicating
poverty, promoting full and productive employment and foster;ng soc;al
integration;

(v} Strengthen intergovernmental organizations that utilize various
forms of education to promote culture; disseminate information through
education and comminicarion media; help spread the use of technologies: and
promote technié&l'&ﬂd ﬁrofessional training and scientific research;

(w) Provide support for stronger, better coordinated giobal actions
against major diseases that take a heavy toll of human lives, such as malaria,
tuberculosis, choléra, typhoid and HIV/AIDS. In thie context, continue to
support the joint and co-sponsored United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS;

(x) Share knowledge, experience and expertise and enhance creat1v1ty,
for example by promoting the transfer of technology, and in the deszgnlng and’
delivery of effective education, training and health programmes and p011C1es.
including substance-abuse awareness, prevention and rehabilitation programmes,
which will result, jinter alja, in-endogenous capacity-building;

(v} Intensify and coordinate international suppo:t for education and
health programmes based on respect for human dignity and focused on the '~
protection of all women and children, especially against expleoitation,
'traffzckzng and harmful practices such as child prostitution, female genital
mutilation and chlld marrlages .
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1. - At the Sth meeting, on 10 March, the Main Committee approved chapter I

of the draft programme of acction and recommended 1: to the plenary for
adopc;on

2. The text of chapcer I reads as follows

PART TWO ‘ *
PROGRAMME OF ACTION

1. The pregent Programme of Action outlines poclicies, actions and measures
to implement the principles and fulfil the commitments enunciated in the
Declaration adopted by the World Summit for SOC1a1 Development Our success
will be based on the results that we achieve. : .

2. Actions are recommended to create, in a framework of sustained economic
growth and sustainable development, a national and international environment
favourable to social development, to eradicate poverty. to enhance productive
employment and reduce unemployment; and te foster social integration All
the recommended actions are linked, either in the requirements for their =
design, 1nc1ud1ng the partxc;pat1on of all concerned, or in their . o
consequences for the varicus facets of the human condition. PDILCleS to
eradicate. poverty and reduce disparities and combat social exclu51on Tequire
the. creat;on of employment opportunities and would be incomplete and
1ne§fect;vc ‘without measures to eliminate discriminacion -and promote
parzlcxpatxon and harmonicus social relationships among groups  and nations.
Enhanc;ng posicfve interaction between environmental, economic and social
pol;cxes is 4lso essential for success in the longer term. The well-being of
people alsc requires the exercise of all human rights and fundemental
freedoms, access to the provision of good educatlon health care and other
basic public services, and the development of harmonious relacions

CPH.95-115
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within communities. Social integratiom, or the capacity of people to live '
together with full respect for the dignity of each individual, the common
good, pluralism and diversity, non-violence-and scolidarity, as well as their
ability to participate in social, cultural, economic and political life,.
encompasses all aspects of social development and all policies. . It requives
the protection of the weak, as well as the right to differ, toc créate and .to
innovate. It calls for a sound economic environment, as well as for cultures
based on freedom and responsibility. It also calls for the full invelvement
of both the State and civil society.

3,. _.Many of the iSSues mentioned in the pregsent Programme of Action have been
.addressed in greater detail by previous world conferences concerned with )
guestions closely related to the different aspects of social develcpment. The
Programme of Action was elaborated against the background of, and taking into
account the commitments, principles and recommendations of, these other
conferences, and is also based on the experience of many countries in
promoting social cbjectives in the context of their particular conditions.

The special importance of the Programme ¢f Action iies in its integrated
approach and its attempt toc combine many different actions for poverty
eradication, employment creation and social integration in coherent national
and international strategies for social development. The implementation of
the recommendations contained in the Programme of Action is the sovereign
right of each country, consistent with national laws and development
priorities, with full respect for the varigus religious and ethical values and
cultural backgrounds of its people, and in conformity with all human rights
and fundamental freedoms, Each country will also take action in accordance
with its evolving capacities. The ocutcomes of relevant international.
conferences should also be duly taken into account in the 1mp1ementatlon of
the present Programme of Action. :

Chaprer 1

AN ENABLING ENVIROMMENT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT.
Bag i r acti i iv

4. Social development is inseparable from the cultural, ecological,
economic, political and spiritual environment in which it takes place. It
cannot be pursued as a sectoral initiative. Social development 1is also
clearly linked to the development of peace, freedom, stability and security,
both naticonally and internationally. To promote social development requires
an orientation of values, objectives and priorities towards the well-being of
all and the strengthening and promotion of conducive institutions and
p011c1es Human dignity, all human rights and fundamental freedoms, eguality,
equlty “and social justice constitute the fundamental values of all societies.
The pursult promotion and protection of these values, among others, provides
the ba51c legxtxmacy of all instictutions and all exercise of author1ty and
promates an-environment in which human beings are at the centre of concern for
sustairiable development. They are entitled to a healthy and productive life
in harmony 'With nature. '

5. The ecorndmies and societies of the world are becoming increasingly
interdependent. Trade and capital flows, migrations, scientific and
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technological innovations, communications and cultural exchanges are shaping
the global community. The game global community isthreatetied by
envxrpnmental ‘degradation, severe food crises, epidemics, all forms of racial
dlscrimination xencphobia, variocus forms of intolérdmce, violence and
criminality and the risk of losing the richness of cultural divéfsity.
Governments increasingly recognize that their responses to changing
circumatances and their desires to achieve sustainable development and social
progress will require increased solidarity, expressed through appropriate
multilateral programmes and strengthened international cooperation. Such |
cooperation ig particularly crucial to ensure that countries in need of
agsistance, such as those in Africa and the leaat developed countries, can

benefit from the process of globalization.

6. Economic activztles, through which individuals express their initiative
and creativity and which enhance the wealth of communities, are a fundameni )
bagis for social progress. But scocial progress will not be realized simply
through the free interaction of market forces. Public policies are necessary
to correct market failures, to complement market mechanisms, to maintain

" social stability and to create a national and incernational economic
environment that promotes sustainable growth on a global scale. Such growth
should promote equity and social justice, tolerance, responsibility and

involvement"i~

7. ?he h1t1mate goal of soc1al development is to improve and enhance the
quality of life of all pepple, It reqguires democratic institutions, respect
for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, 1ncreasea -and equal economic
opportunities, the rule of law, promotion of respect for- “eultural diversity
and rights of persons belonging to minorities and an active involvement of the
civil society. Empowerment and participation are essential for democracy,
harmony and social development. All members of society should have the
opportunity and be able to exercise the right and responsibility to take an
active part in the affairs of the community in which they live. Gender
equality and equity and the full participation of women in all economic,
social and political activities'-is: essential. The obstacles that have limited
the access of women to decision-making, education, health-care services and
productive employment must be eliminated and an equitable partnership between
men and women established, 'involving men’s full responsibility in family life.
i1t is necessary to change the prevailing social paradigm of gender tob usher in
a new generation of women and men working together to create a more humane

world order.

8. ~-~Against ‘this batkground, we will promote an enabling environment -based on
a people-centred approach to sustainable developmenc with the following

features

g '“'” Broad-based participation and involvement of civil society in the
formulation and implementation of decisions determining the
functioning and well-being of our societies;

o Broad-based paecerns of sugtained economic growth and sustainable
development and the integration of population into economic and
development strategies, which will speed up the pace of sustainable
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development and poverty eradication and contribute to the
achievement of population cbjectives and an improved quality of
life of the population;

* " Equitable and non-discriminatory distribution of the benefits of
growth among social groups and countries and expanded access to
productive resources for people living in poverty; :

'! "An 1nteract1on of market forces conduclve to eff;cxency and socxal
development, ' )

. Public policies that seek to overcomé socially divisive disparities
and that respect pluralism and diversity;

L A supportive and stable political and legal framework th;t promotes
the mutua}ly reinforcing relationship between democracy,
development and all human rights and fundamental freedoms:

. Political and social processes that avoid exclusion while
.~ respecting pluralism and diversity, including religious and
cultural diversity; R S

o ‘A strengthened role for the family in accordance with the
principles, .goals and commitments of the Declaration of the World
Summit for Social Development and those of the International

=" Conference on Populatlon and Development, as well as for community

" and civil society:

. Expanded access to knowledge, technology, education, health-care
services and. information; -

s - Increased solidarity, partnership and cooperation at all levels;

b public policies that empower people to enjoy good health and
; prcducc1v1ty throughout their lives;

i Protection and conseryation of the natural environment inﬂtbe‘
context of people-centred sustainable development.

A. p favourable national and interpational economi¢ environment.

9. The promotion of mutually reinforcing broad-based sustained economic
growth and sustainable development on a global, scale as well as.growth in
production, a non-discriminatory and multilateral rule-based international
trading system, employment and incomes, as a basis for social development, the
following actions:

{a) Promoting the establishment of an open, equitable, cooperative and
mutually beneficial internationdl economic environment;
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{b) Implementing sound and stable macroeconomic and sectoral policies
that encourage broad-based, sustained economic growth and sustainable and
equitabie development, and generate jobs, and that are geared towards
eradicating poverty, reducing social and economic inequalities and exclusion;

(¢)  Promoting enterprise and productive investment and expanded access
te open and dynamic markets in the context of an open, equitable, secure,
non-discriminatory, predictable, transparent and multilateral rule-based
internatidnal trading system and technologies for all people, particularly
those 11vxng in poverty -and the disadvantaged, as well as the least developed
countries:;

{d) -Implementing fully and as scheduled the Final Act of the Uruguay
- Round of multilateral trade negotiations;

{e) © Refraining from any unilateral measure not in accordance with
international law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates cbstacles
to trade relations among States, impedes the full realization of social and.
econcmic development and hinders the well-being of the population in the
affected countries;

{£) Increasing food production, through the sustainable development of
the agricultural sector and improvement of market opportunities, and improving
access to food by low-income people in developing countries, as a means of
alleV1at1ng poverty, eliminacing malnutrition and raising thelr stendards of
living; bl

{g) Promoting the coordination of macroeconomic policies at the
national, subregional, regional and international levels in order to promote
an international financial system thar is more conducive to stable and
sustained economic growth and sustainable development through, inter alja, a
higher degree of stability in firancial markets, reducing the risk of
financial crisis, improving the stability of exchange rates, stabilizing and
striving for low real interest rates in the long run and reducing
uncertainties of financial flows;

{h) Establishing, strengthenlng or rehabzlltat1ng nter alia, through
capacity-building, where necessary. national and znternatzonal structures,
' processes-and resources available to ensure appropriate consideration and
coordination of economic policy, with special emphasis on social development:

- (i) Promoting or strengthening capacity-building in developing
countries, particularly in Africa and the least developed countries, to
develop social activities;

{3} Ensuring cthat, in accordance with Agenda 21 and the various
consensus agreements, conventions and programmes of action adopted within the
framework of the follow-up to the ocutcome of the United Nations Conference on
Environmént and. Development, broad-based, sustained economic growth and
sustainable development respects the need to protect the env1ronment and the
interests of future generations;
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(k) Ensurlng that the special needs and vulnerabilities of small island
developing States are. adequately addressad in order to enable them.to achleve
sustained economic growth and sustainable development with equity by
implementing the Programme cof Action for the Sustainable. Development of Small
Island Developing States.

10. To ensure that the benefits of global economic growth are equitably
distributed among countries, the following acticons are essential:

(a) Continuing efforts to alleviate the onerous debt and debt-service
burdens connected with the various types of debt of many developing countries,
on the basis of an equitable and durable approach and, where appropriate,
addressing the full stock of debt of the poorest and most indebted developing
countries as a matter of priority, reducing trade barriers and promoting
expanded accessg by all countries to markets, in the context of an open,
equitable, secure, non-discriminatory, predictable, transparent and
multilateral rule-based international trading system, as well as for
productive investment, technologies and know-how;

{b) Strengthening and improving technical and financial assistance to
developing countries to promote sustainable development and overcome
hindrances to their full and effective participation in the world econocomy;

{c) Changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns, taking
into account that the major cause of the continued deterioration of the global
envireonment is the unsustainable pattern of consumption and production,
particularly in industrialized countries, which is a2 matter of grave concern,
aggravating poverty and imbalances; :

(d) Elaborating policies to enable developing countries to take
advantage of expanded international trading opportunities in -the context of
the full implementation of the Final Act of the Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations; and assisting countries, particularly in Africa, that are
not currently in a position to beneflt fully from the liberalization of the
world economy;

(e} Supporting the efforts of developing countries, particularly those
heavily dependent on commodity exports, to diversify their economies.

11. Within the framework of support to developing countries, giving priority
to the needs of Africa and the least developed countries, the following e
acrions are necessary at the national and international levels, as
appropriate: : '

(al Implementing effective policies and development strategies that
establish a more favourable climate for social development, trade and
investments, giving priority to human resource development and promoting the
furcher development of demodra;;c institutions;

(b} -Supporting African countries and least developed countries in their
efforts to create an enabling environment that attracts foreign-and domestic
direct investment, encourages savings, induces the return of flight capital
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and promotes the full participation of the private sector, including
non-governmental organizations, in the growth and development process;

(c) Supporting economic reforms to improve the functioning of commodity
markets and commodity diversification efforts through appropriate mechanisms,
bilateral and multilateral financ¢ing and technical cooperation, including
- South-South cooperation, as well as through trade and partnership:

(d) Continuing to support the commodity diversificatjon efforts of
Africa and the least developed countries, integr alja, by providing technical
and financial agsistance for the preparatory phase of their commodity
diversification projects and programmes;:

(e} Finding effectivej development-oriented and durable solutions to
the external debt problems, through the immediate 1mplementat10n of the terms
of debt forglveness agreed upon in the Paris Club in December 1994, which
encompass debt reduction, including cancellation or other debt relief
measures; inviting the internaticnal financial institutions to examine
innovative approaches to assist low-income countries with a high proportion of
multilateral debt with a view to alleviating their debt burden; developing
techniques of debt conversion applied to social development programmes and
projects in conformity with Summit priorities. These actions should take into
account the mid-term review of the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s and the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the 1990s and should be implemented as -soon as

possible;

A£f) Supporting the development of strategies adopted by these countries
and working in partnership to ensure the implementation of measures for their

development;

{g) Taking appropriate actions, consistent with the Final Act of the
Uruguay Round of multrilateral trarde negotiations, in particular the decision
on measures in favour of the least developed countries and the decision on
measures concerning the possible negati-re effects of the reform programme on
the least developed countries and the net food importing developing countries,
in order to give these countries special attention, with a view to enhancing
their participation in the multilateral trading system and to mitigating any
adverse effects of the impIEmencation of the Uruguay Round, while stressing
the need to supporc the Afrzcan countries so that they can benefit fully from
the results of the Uruguay Round;

(hi} Increasing official development assistance, both in rotal and for
social programmes and improving its impact, consistent with countries’
economic circumstances and capabilities to assist, and consistent with
commitments in international agreements, and striving to attain the agreed
upon target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product for official development
iassistance and 0.15 per cent to the least developed countries, as soon as

pessible. ey DI

PN

12. Making economic growth and the interaction of market forces more
conducive to social development requires the following actions:
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(a) Implemencing measures to open market apportunities for ail,
especially people living in poverty and the disadvantaged, and to encourage
individuals and communities to take economic initiatives, innovate and invest
in activities that contribute to social development while promoting
broad-based sustained economic growth and sustainable development:

{b) improving, broadening and regulating, to the extent necessary, the
functicning of markets to promote sustained economic growth and sustainable
development and stability and long-term investment, fair competitien and
‘ethical conduct, and adopting and implementing policies to promote equitable
distribution of the benefits of growth and protect crucial social services,
inter ia, through complementing market mechanisms and mitigating any
negative impacts posged by market forces, and implementing complementary
policies to foster sociel development, while dismantling, consistent with the
provisions of the Final Act of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade
negotiations, protectionist measures, and to integrate social and economic
develcopment ; : :

{c) Establishing an open market poelicy that reduces barriers to entry,
promotes transparency cf markets through, inter alia, better access to
information and widens the choices available to congumars;

{(d) Promoting greater access to technology and technical assistance, as
well as corresponding know-how, especially for micro-enterprises and small and
medium-sized enterprises in all countries, particularly in developing
countries;

{e) Encouraging transnational and national corporations to operate in a
framework of respect for the environment while complying with national laws
and legislation, and in accordance with international agreements and
conventions, and with proper consideration for the social and cultural impact
of their activities; o

(£) Adopting and implementing long-term strategies tc ensure )
substantial, well-airected public and private investment in the construcrtion
and renewal of basic infrastructure, which will benefit people living in
poverty and gensrate employment;

(g 'BnSuring substantial public and private investment in human
resource development, and for capacity-building in heaith and education. as
well as in empowerment and participation, especially for people living in
poverty or suffering from social exclusion;

th) Supporting and paying special attention to the development of
small-scale and micro-enterprises, particularly in rural areas, as well as
subsistence .economies, to secure their safe interaction with larger economies;

{1} Supporting the econcmic activities of indigenous people. improving
their conditions and development and securing their safe interaction with
larger economies;

{3 Supporting institutions, programmes and systems to disseminate
practical information to promote social progress.
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13. Ensuring that figcal systems and other public policies are geared towards
poverty eradication and do not generate soczally divisive dlsparztles calls

for:

(a) Enacting rules and regulaticns and creating a moral and ethical
climate that prevents all forms of corruption and exploitation of 1nd1v1duals
. families, and groups;

(b) Promoting ‘fair competition and ethical ‘responsibility in business
activities and enhancing cooperation and interaction among Governménts, the
private secteor ang civil soczety,

(c) . Ensuring that fiscal and monetary policies promote savings and
long-term 1nve3tment 1n productive activities in accordance w1th natlonal
priorities and policies; -

.{d)  Considering measures to address inequities arising from
accumulaticn of wealth through, ipter alia, the use of appropriate taxation at
the national level, and to reduce inefficiencies and improve stablllty 1n
financial marekts in accordance with national priorities and policies;

(e} Re-examining the distribution of subsidies, inter alia, between
1ndustry and agr1Culture, urban and rural areas, and private and public
consumptlon, to?ensure that subsgidy systems benefit people living in poverty.
especially. the vulnerable'"and reduce disparities;

t@)‘” Prombting international agreements that address effectively issues
of double taxation, as well as cross-border tax evasion, in accordance ‘with
the priorities and policies of the States concerned, while improving the
efficiency and fairness of tax ccllection;

} {g) . Agsisting developing countries, upon their request, to establish
efficient and fair tax systems by strengthening the administrative capac1ty
for tax assessment and collection and tax evader prosecution, and to support &
more progressive tax system; : -

th) Assisting countries with ecconomies in transition to establish fair
and effective systems of taxation on a solid legal basis, contributing to the
socic-economic reforms under way in those countries.

B. A _favourable national and international

litical and le environm ﬁ‘“"_;‘
14, To ensure that the political framework supports the ObjECthES of ‘social
development. the following actions are essential:

{a) Ensuring that governmental institutions and agencies responsible
for the plannxng and implementation of social policies have the status,
,.resources and information necessary to give high prioricy to soc1a1
development in policy-making;

(b) Ensuring the rule of law and democracy and the existence of rules
and processes to create transparency and accountability for all public and
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ﬁrivate institutions angd to prevent and combat all forms of corruption,
sustained through education and the development of attitudes and values
promoting responsibility, solidarity and a strengthened civil society;

{c) Eliminating all forms of discrimination, while developing and
encouraging educatlional programmes and media campaigns to that- end;

(d) Encouraging decentralization of public institutions and services to
a level that, compatibkble with the overall responsibilities, priorities and
objectives of Governments, responds properly. to local needs and facilitates
local parcicipation;

{e) Establishing conditions for the social partners to organize and
function freely and responsibly, with guaranteed freedom of expression and
agsgciation and the right to engage in collective bargaining and teo promote
mutual interests, taking due account of national laws and regulations{

{£) BEstablighing similar conditions for profeSSLOnal crganlzatlons and
organizations of independent workers; -

{g) Promoting political and social processes inclusive of all members
of society and respectful of political pluralism and cultural diversity;

{h) Strengthening the capacities and opportunltles of all peoplé,-
especially those who are disadvantaged or vulnerable, to enhance their own
economic and social development, to establish and maintain organizations
representing their interests and to be involved in the plannlng and
implementation of government policies and programmes by Wthh they will be
directly affected; :

{i) Ensuring full involvement and participation of women at all levels
in the decision-making and implementation process, and in the economic and
political mechanisms through which.policies are formulated and implemented:

{3) Removing all legal 1mped1ments te the ownership of all means of
,productxon and property by men and women;

(k]  Taking measures, in cooperation with the internatiocnal community,
as appreopriate, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, cther international instruments and
relevant United Nations resolutions, to create the appropriate political and
legal environment to address the root cguse‘bf movements of refugees, to allow
their voluntary return in safety and dignity. Measures should also be taken
at the national level, with intcernational cooperation, as appropriate, in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, to create conditions for
internally diSplaced persons to voluntarily return to their places of origin.

15. It ig essential for social development that all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, including the right to development as an 1ntegra1 part
of fundamental human rights, be promoted and protected thrcugh che fcllow;ng
acrions:
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{a) Encouraging ratification of existing international human rights'
conventions that have not been ratified; and implementing the provisions of
conventions and covenants that have been ratified;

(b) Reaffirming and promoting all human rights and fundamental
freedoms, which are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated,
including the right to development, and striwving to ensure that they are
respected, protected and observed through appropriate legislation,
dissemination of information, education and training and the provision of
effective mechanisms and remedies for enforcement, jnter aiia, through the
establishment or strengthening of naticnal institutions responsible for
monitoring and enforcement;

() Taking measures to ensure that every human person and all peoples
are entitled to participate, to contribute tc and to enjoy economic, social,
cultural and pelitical development:; encouraging all human persons to take
responsibility for development, individually and collectively; and recognizing
that States have the primary responsibility for the creation of national and
international conditions favourable for the realization of the right to
develcpment, taking into account the relevant provisions of the Vienn
Declaration and Programme cof Action;

(g} Promoting the realization of the right to development through
strengthening democracy, development and respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms and through effective development policies at the
national level, as well as equitable economic relations and a favourable
economic environment at the international level, since sustained action is
indispensable for fostering a more rapid development of developing countries;

(e) Removing cbstacles to the realization of the right of peoples to
self-determination, in parcicular of peoples living under colonial or other
forms of alien domination or foreign occupatior, which adversely affect their
social and economic developmenc; '

{f) Promoting and protecting the human rights of women and remcving all
obstacles to full equality and equity between women and men in politiceal,
civil, economic, social and cultural life:

{g) Giving special attention to promoting and protéccing the rights of
the child, with particular attention to the rights of the girl child, by,
inter alia, enccuraging the ratification and implementation of the Conventicn
on the Rights of the Child and the Plan of Action fer Implementing the Worlg
Declaration on the Survival, Proteccion and Development of Children in the
19905 adopred at rhe World Summit for Children;

{h) Providing all people, in particular the vulnerable and
disadvantaged in society, with the benefit of an independent, fair and
effecrive system of justice, and ensuring access by all to competent sources
of advice aboutr legal rights and obligations; ‘

{i) Taking effecrive measures to bring to an end all de jure and de
facto discrimination against persons with disabilities;
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() Strengthening the ability of civil society and the community to
participate actively in the planning, decision-making and implementation of
social development programmes, by education and access to resources;

(k) éromoting and protecting the rights of individuals in order to
prevent and eliminate situations of domestic discrimination and violence.

16. An open political and economic system iequires access by all to
knowledge, education and information by:

{a) Strengthening the educational system at all levels, as well as
other means of acquiring skills and knowledge, and ensuring universal access
to basic education and lifelong educational opportunities, while removing
economic and socio-cultural barriers to the exercise of the right to
education;

{b} Raising public awareness and promoting gender-sensitivity education
to eliminate all obstacles to full gender equality and equity;

(c) Enabling and encouraging access by all to a wide range of
information and copinion on matters of general interest through the mass media

and other means;

(d) Encouraging education systems and, to the extent consistent with
freedom of expression, communication media to raise people’'s understanding and
awareness of all aspects of social integration, including gender sensitivity,
non-violence, tolerance and solidarity and respect for the diversity of
cultures and interests, and to discourage the exhibition of pornography and
the gratuitous depiction of explicit wviolence and cruelty in the media;

(e} Improving the reliability, validity, utility and public
availability of statistical and other information on social development and
gender issues, including the effective use of gender-disaggregated srcatistics
ccllected at the national, regicnal and international levels, including
through support to academic and research institutions.

17. Internaticonal support for national efforts to promote g favourable
pelitical and legal environment, must be in conformity with the Charter of the
United Nations, principles of international law and the Declaration on
Principles of Internaticonal Law concerning Friendly Relatidns and Cooperation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. Support
calls for the following actions:

(al Making use, as appropriate, of the capacity of the United Nat:ions
and other relevant international, regional and subregional organizations to
prevent and resolve armed conflicts and promote social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom;

(b} Coordinating policies, actions and legal instruments and/or
measures to combat terrorism, all forms of extremist violence, illicit arms
trafficking, organized crime and illicit drug problems, money laundering and



e rmar— o

A/CONF.166/L.3/Add.3
page 13

related crimes, trafficking in women, adolescents, children, migrants, and
human organs, and other activities contrary to human rights and human dignity:;

(c} States cooperating with one another in ensuring development and
eliminatirg obstacles to development. The international community should
promote effective international cooperation, supporting the efforts of
developing countries, for the full realization of the right to development and
the elimimtion of obstacles to development, through, jinter alia, the
implementation of the provisions of the Declaration on the Right to
Development, as reaffirmed by the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.
Lasting progress towards the implementation of the right to development
requires effective development policies at the national level, as well as
equitable sconomic relations and a favourable economic environment at the.
internatiocnal level. The right to development should be fulfilled sc as to
equitably neet the social, developmental and environmental needs of present
and future generations.

{d) Ensuring that human persons are at the centre of social development
and that this is fully reflected in the programmes and activities of
subregional, regional and international organizations;

(e) Feinforcing, within existing rescurces, the capacity of relevant
national, regional and international organizations, within their mandates, to
promote and monitor the implementation of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms, including the right to development and the elimination of all forms
of discrimination;

(£) Elaborating policies, within the mandates and functions of the
various international institutions, that will support the objectives of social
development and contribute to institutional development through capacity-
building and other forms of cooperation;

(g} Strengthening the capacities of Governments, the private sector and
civil society, especially in Africa and the least developed countries, to
enable them to meet their specific and global responsibilities;

{(h) Reinforcing the capacities of Governments, the private sector and
civil society in the countries in transition, with a view to helping them in
the process of transforming their economies from centrally planned to markerc-
oriented ones.
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1. At the 4th meeting, on 9 March, the Main Committee approved chapter Il
of the draft programme of action-and recommended it to the plenary for
adoption. Statements were made by the representatives of Canada, the
~United States of America, Pakistan, Guatemala, the United Arab Emirates,
the  Sudan, Norway, Mongolia, Zambia, Jamaica, Saudi Arabia,.Australia, Malta,
.Eaugladesh the Holy See, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Egypt. :

Coarye -

2, The text of chapter Il reads as follows:
.Chapter I1 :
ERADICATION OF POVERTY
E"’ . E . : ! ) .v 2

18. Over 1 billjon people in the world today live under unacceptable
conditions of poverty, mostly in developxng countries, and particularly in
rural areas of low-income Asia and the Pacific, Afr;ca, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and the leas: developed countries.

19. Poverty has various manifestations, including lack of income and _
productive resources sufficient to ensure sustainable livelihoods: hunger and
malnutrition; ill health; limiced or lack of access to education and other
basic services; inéreased morbidity and mortallty from illness; homelessness
7 and inadequate housing. unsafe environments; and social discrimination. and
" exclusion., It is also characterized by a lack of part1c1pation in
decisiori-making and in civil, soc1a1 and cultural life. It occurs in all
countries: ac mess’ poverty in many | developing countrles peckets of poverty

CPH.95-102
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amid wealth in developed countries, loss of 11ve11hoods as a result-of -
economic recession, sudden poverty as a result of disaster or conflict, the
poverty of low-wage workers, and the utter destitution of people who fall
outside family support systems, social institutions and safety nets. Women
bear a dlsproportlonate burden of poverty, and children growing up® i’ poverty
are often permanently disadvantaged. Older people, people with disabi
indigenous people, refugees and internally displaced persons are alsp,. -
particularly vulnerable to poverty. Furthermore, poverty in its various'forms
represents a barrier to communication and access to services, as well as a
major health rigk,. and people living 'in poverty are partlculag;y vulnerable to
the consequences of disasters and conflicts. Absolute povérty is a condition
characterized by severe deprivation of basic human needs, including fogd, safe
Laginking wate¥,sanitdtioh Tacilities, "Health, sHElter “EAULHECINH ERAFE-
information. It depends not only on income, but also on access to social
services. : S e

20. There is genéral agreement that persistent widespread poverty, as well as
serious social and gender inequities, have significant influences on, and are
in turn influenced by, demographic parameters such as population growth,
structure and distribution. There is also general agreement that
unsustainable consumption and production patterns are contributing to the
unsustainable use of natural resources and environmental degradation, as well
as to the reinforcement of sccial inequities and poverty, with the

- above- mentloned consequences for demographic parameters._

21. Urban poverty is rapidly increasing in pace with overall urbanlaatlon.
1t i a growing phenomenon in all countries and reglons, and often poseé
“special probklems such as overcrowdlng. contaminated- ‘water and’ ‘bad sanxtat;on
unsafe shelter, crime and additidnal social problems. An 1ncrea31ng ‘Himber of
low-income urban households are female-maintained.

22. Amcong people living in poverty, gender disparities are marked, especially
in the increase in female-maintained households. With increasing population,
the numbers of youth living in poverty will increase significantly.

Therefore, specific measures are needed to address the juvenilization and
feminization of poverty.

23. Poverty has various causes, including structural ones. Poverty is a
complex mu1t1d1men51ona1 problem with origins in both the national and - -
lnternatlonal domaing. No uniform solution can be found for global .

"appllcatlon Rather, country-specific programmes to.rackle. paverty.angd @ .

international efforts supporting national efforts, as well as the parallel
process of creating a supportive international -environment,.are crucial for a

‘" golution to this problem: Poverty is inseparably linked to lack of control

over resources, including land, skills, knowledge, capital and social
connections. Without those resources, people are easily neglected by poticy
makers and have limited access to institutions, markets,. employment and public
services. The eradication of poverty cannot be accomplished through
anti-poverty programmes alone, but will require democratic partitipation and
changes in economic structures in order to ensure access for all toirescurces,
opportunities and public services, to undertake policies geared to more
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equitable dlstrxbution of wealth ‘and income, to provide soc1a1 ‘protection for
those who cannot support themsélves, and to assist people confronted by
unforeseen catastrophe, whether individual or collective, natural, social or

technological.

24. The eradication of poverty requires universal access to economic
opportunities which will promote sustainable livelihood and basic social
services, as well as special efforts to facilitate access Lo opportunities and
gervices for the disadvantaged, - People: living in poverty and vulnerable

. groups must be empowered through orgadnization and part1c1pa n in all aspects
of political, economic and social life.and, in particular, the planning and
implementation of policiés thit affect them, and thus enable them to become
‘genuine partners in development.

T3

25. 'There is'therefore an urgent need.for:

. National strategzes to reduce overall poverty substant1ally,

" including measures’ to remove the structural.barriers that prevent
people from escaping poverty, with specific time-bound commitments
to_eradicate absolute.poverty by a target date to be specified by
eéch'country in its-national context;

. Stronger international c00peration and the support of 1nternat10na1
_institutions to assist ‘councries in their efforts to eradicate
poverty and to provide basic social protection and services;

. Development of methods to measure all forms of poverty, especially
absolute poverty, and to assess and monitor the c1rCumstances of
those -at tisk; w;thin the national context; i

. _Regular national reviews of economic policies and natiOnal‘budgets
"'to orient -them towards eradicating poverty and reducing
'1nequa11cies~* : i

L
» 7 Expanded opportuhities to enable people liv1ng in poverty to

enhance their overall capacities: and improve thexr economic and
social conditions, while managing resources sustainably;

. Human resource development and 1mproved 1nfrastructural facilities;
EER

. Coprehensive prowision for the h351c'needs of all;

. Policies ensuring that all people have adequate economic and social

‘protection during unemployment, ill health, maternity, disabilicy
and old age; SR

. Policies that strengthen the family and contribute to its stabilicy
in accordance with the principles, goals and commitments of the
Declaration of the World Summit for Scocial Development and those of
the Internaticnal Conference on Population and Development;
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e Mobilization of both the public and the prlvate sectora, more
- developed areas, educational and academic institutions and
non- governmental organizatlons to assist poverty- stricken areas.
Actiong

A.. W@ﬁ

26. Governments should glve greater focus to publlc efforts to eradlcate
absolute poverty and to reduce overali poverty substantiallytiy

(a) Promotlng sustained economic growth, in the context of sustalnable
development, and social progress, requiring that growth be broadly basged,
offering equal opportunities to all people. All countries should recognize
their common but differentiated responsibilities. The developed countries
acknowledge the responsibility they bear in the international pursuit of
sustainable development, and should continue to improve their efforts to

.promote sustained economic growth and to narrow imbalances in a manner that

IS

- can benefit all countrles, particularly the developing countrles,

{b) Formulating or strengthening, preferably by the year 1996, and
implementing national poverty eradication plans to address the structural
causes of poverty, encompassing action on the local, national, subregional,
regional and international. levels. These plans should. .establish, within each
national context, strategies and affordable cime-bound goals and targets for
the substantial reduction of overall poverty and the,eradlcetlon of absolute
poverty In the context of the national plans, particular attention should be
glven to employment creation as a wmeans of eradicating poverty. giving
appropriate consideration to health and education, assigning a higher priority
to basic social services, generating household income, and promoting access to
productlve assets and economlc opportunltles.

{c) Identifying the livelihood systems, survival strategies and
self-help organizations of people living in poverty and working with such
organizations to develop programmes for combating poverty that build on their
efforts, ensuring the full part1cxpat10n of the people concerned and
responding to their actual needs; s

(d}) Elaborating at the national level, the measurements, criteria and
indicators for determining the extent and distribution of absolute poverty.
Each country should develop a precise definition and assessment of absolute
poverty, preferably by 1996, the International Year for the Eradlcatzon of
Poverty, =

(e) Establishing policies, objectives and'measurable targets to enhance
and broaden women’s economic opportunities and their access to productive

resources, particularly women who have no source of income;
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() Promoting effectlve enaoymeﬂt by all- people of civil, cultural,
economic, polxtical and social rights, and “sccess to existing social .
protection and public'servlcesJ 1ﬁ’partidu1ar through encouraging the.
ratification and ensuring ;h@,tU&i ‘implementation of relevant human. rlghts,
instruments, such as the International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultiral Rights and the International Covenant on Polirical and Civil Rights;

2

)

{g) Eliminating the injustice and cbstacles that- women are taced with,
and encouragiﬁg and strengthening the ‘participation’ of women in taking. -
decisions and“in implameénting them, &s well as their accessdgo producciue.;
resources and land ownergship and their right 'to inherit. goo

(hy Encouraging and supporting local community development projects that
foster the skill, self-reliance and self-confidence of .people- living in
poverty and that fac111tate thelr active partlcipation in efforts. to eradlcate

poverty

27. Governments are urged to integrate goals:and. targets for combating ..
poverty into overall economic and social policies and planning at the 1oca1

national and. where appropriate. regional levels by:

{a) Analysxng policies and programmes, 1nc1ud1ng.those.relooiﬁpgogg

macroeconomic stability, structural adjustment programmes, taxation,

ihvestments, employment, markets -and all releévant sectors -of .the ecconomy, with
respect to-'their impact on poverty and inequality; and assess their impatt on

‘family ‘well- bglng And conditions, as well as thegis gender implicargons.,aog
‘adfust-them, as appropriate, to promote a more equitable distribution.of-

productive assets, wealth, opportunities, income and services;

“4b)" Redesignring public investment policies that relate to
infrastructure development. the management of natural resources and-human,.
resource development to benefit people living in poverty angd that are

‘' compatible with the long-term improvement of theirrlivelihood'f

(c) Ensuring that development policies beneflt 1ow 1ncome c0mmunzt1es

“and rdral«and agr1cultura1 development;

i3 . . .
I wos ok

!df“ Selecting, wherever poss1b1e. development schemes that do not

‘displace lotal populations, and designing an appropriate pol1cy Ang - 1egal,

framework to compensate the displaced for their losses, to help them to

‘re-establigh their livelihoods and to promote their recovery from soc1a1 and

cultural disruptzon.

{e} - Designing and 1mplement1ng env1ronmental protection and reaource
management measures: that take ‘into account the needs of people. living in-
poverty and vulnerable- groups in accordance with Agenda 21' and:the varlous
consensus-agreements, conventions -and: programmeéng ‘action aﬁopted iin thé.
framework:of the fellow:up of the:outcome of the Unxted Nations Conferenco on
Environment and Development; . s
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-(£). Establishing and strengthening, as appropriate, mechanisms for the
coordinat;on of efforts to combat poverty. in collaboratmon with civil
society,. xncludlng the private sector, and developing integrated 1ntersectora1
andﬂlntra&governmental responses for such purpoaes.

.

25._; People 11v1ng in poverty and their organizac1ons should be empowered by:

st~ ., . {(a) Involving them fully in the setting of targets and in the deslgn.
1mp1ementation, monitorlng and assessment of naticnal strategxes and
programmes “for poverty eradication and community- -based develq;nent and

: ensuring that such programmes reflect their prioricies, L ;“ "

““ . (b) Integrating gender concerns in the planning and. ;mplementatlon of
pol1czes and programmes for the empowerment of women; . L o 3

PR

{c) Ensuring that policies and programmes affecting peopIE”li?iﬁg‘ﬁn
poverty respect their dignity and culture and make full use of their
knowledge, skills and resourcefulness;

(d) Strengthening education-at all levels and. ensurlng the aCCese to
education of people living in poverty, in particular their access to primary
education and other basic educatxon opportunxties;

. el Encouraging and’ asslstlng peaple living in poverty to. organlze 80
that their representatzves ‘can part1c1pate in “economic and social
' pql1cy making and work more effect;vely w;th governmental non- governmental
and other relevant instxtutxons to obtain the serv1ces and opportuhitzes ﬁhey
need; -
(£) Placing special emphasis on capacity-building and community-based
management ; : L ' " i

{g) ‘ Educatlng people about thEII rxghts. the poclitical system and the
availability of programmes.

29. There iz a need to perlodzcally monltor,_assess and share 1nformatxon on
the performance of poverty eradication plans, evaluate p011c1es to combat
poverty, and promote an understanding and awareness of poverty and its causes
and consequences This could be done, by Governments, 1n;g;_g;1§, through:

= (a) Developlng. updatxng and disseminating specific and agreed gender
dlsaggregated indicators of poverty and vulnerability, including income, %
wealth, nutrition, physical and mental health, education, llteracy, famlly
-conditions, unemployment, social exclusion and isolation, homelessness,
landlessness and other factors, as well as indicators of the nat:onal and
interpational causes underlying poverty, for this purpose, gathering -
comprehenslve and comparable data. disaggregated by ethnicity, gendér.

, ﬁisabilmties, family status, language groupings, reglons and economlc and“
social sectors; : oo
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(b} Monitoring and assessing the achievement of goals and targets

'agreed to in international.forums in the area of social development,

evaluating, quantltatlvely and qualitatively, changes in poverty levels, the
persistence of poverty, and vulnerability to poverty, particularly concerning

. household income levels and access to resources and services and agsessing the

effectiveness of poverty eradicatlon strategies, based on the priorities and
perceptions of, households living in poverty and low-income communities; e

(c) Strengthening international data collection snd statistical systems
to support countries in monitoring sccial development goals, pand encouraging

.the expans1on of internatlonal databases to incorporate socially beneficial

activities that are not included in available data, such as women’s e -

unremunerated work and contributions to society, the informal economy and
suscalnable livelihoods;

PR T

___._’,il i

{d) Mobilizing public awarenesgs, in partlcular through educatlonal
institutions, non-governmental organizations and the media, to enable society
to prioritize the . struggle against poverty, while focuSLng attention on
progress or fa:lure in the pursuit of defined goals and targets,,;b iy

(e) MOblllZlﬂg the rescurces of universities and research inst:tutzons
to improve the understanding of the causes of poverty and their solutions, as
well as the impact of structural adjustment measures on people living in
poverty ‘and the effectiveness of anti-poverty strategres and programmes,
strengthening the capacity for social science research.in developing gountries
and integrating, as appropriate, the results of research inteo decision-making
processes;

(f) Facilitating and promoting the exchange of knowledge and
experience, especially among developing countries, through inter alija,
subreglonal and reglonal organizations.

30. Members of the 1nternat10nal community should, bilaterally or through-
multilateral organizations, foster an enabling environment for poverty
eradication by:

(a) Coord1nat1ng po11C1es and programmes to support the measures being
taken.in. the: developlng countrles, particularly in Africa and the least
developed countries, to eradicate poverty, provide remunerative work and
strengthen social integration in order to meet basic social development goals
and targets. : T e

oy Promotxng 1nternaczonal cooperation.to assist. developlng countries,
at their requesty inutheir efforts, in particular at the .community level,.
towards. ach;evxng gender ‘equality and the empowerment of women; N d:wJK
b el

(o) Strengthening the capacities of developing countries to monltor the
progress -of ‘national 'poverty -eradication plans and to assegs the impact of
national and 1nternat10na1 ‘policies and programmes. on people llvxng an poverty
and address their- negatlve 1mpacts, A , e :
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oo td) Strengthining the capacity of countries with econdmies' in transition
te develop their sdcial. grotecrion systems and social polxcies for, :

.1ﬂ;§;_§11§ the roductxon of poverty:

, (e) ' Addreasing the spocxal needs of small island developing States with
‘respect to eradicating pdverty and meeting poverty eradication goals and
targets, within the contdxt of social development progfammes that reflect
their national pridrities;

e Addresalhg the problems faced by the land- lccked QQFoloping
countries in eradicating poverty and suppcrting their etfortn aimed. at social

development;

(éi ' éupporning societies disrupted by conflict in their efforts to
rebuild their socidl protection systems and eradicate poverty.

31. The oppoftunitiea for income generation, diversification of activities
and increase ofiproductiVity in low-income and poor cofmunities should be
enhanced by: - :

o (a) Improvihg the -availability and acce531bilicy of transportation,
communication, powér and energy services at the local or comtwnity level in
 particular for 1aoiated remote and marginalized commuhities; .

(b} Ensuring that investments in infrastructure support sUstaingble-
development at the local or community levels;

(c) Emphasleng the need for developing ¢ountries. that are heavily
dependent on primary comnodities to continue to promote a domestic policy and
an insticutional environment that encourage diversification and enhance
compotit1veness. :

{d) sopporting thé importance of commodity diversification as a means to
increase the export revenues of developing countries atid to improve their
competitivenegs in the face of the persistent instability in the price of some
‘primary .commoditiel and the general deterioration in the rerms of trade.

(e) Promotxng, 1nc1udzng by micro-enterprises, . rural non- farm
production and service attivities, such as agro-processing, sales and services
of agricultural equipment and inputs, irrigation, credit services and other
income-generating activities through, inter alia. supportive. laws and
administrative meagures, credit pelicies and technical and administrative .
training; T I ’ : ‘ :

{£) Strengthbnzng and improving financial and tethnical ‘assistance for
community-based de#q&opmgng and self-help programmes, and strengthening. -
cooperation. among - Gby;:nmenus, community .organizations, ccoperatives, formal
and infermal banking incstizuticns, private enterprises and international.
agencies, with the aim of mobilizing local savings, promoting the creation of
local financial networks and increasing the availability of credit and market
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information .to small entrepreneurs, small farmers and other low-income
self- employed workers, with particular efforts to ensure.the avallabxllty of
such serv;ces to women; :

(g} Strengthen1ng organizations of small farmers, landless tenants and
labourers, other small producers, fishérfolk, community-based and workeérs’
cooperatlvés, especially those run by women, in order to, inter alia, improve
market access and increase productivity, provide inputs and technical advice,
promote cooperation in production and marketing operations, and strengthen
par;itipation in the planning and implementation of rural deyelopment ;

(h) Promoting national and international assistance in providing
economically viable alternatives for social groups, especially farmers
involved in the cultlvatlon and proce351ng of crops used for the illegal drug
trade;

{i} Impraoving .the competitiveness of natural products with.environmental
advantages and the impact that this could have on promoting sustainable
consumption and production patterns, and strengthening and improving financial
and technical assistance to the developing countries for research and
development of such products;

{j} Promoting comprehensive rural development, including by land reform,
land improvement and economic diversification;

{k) Economic opportunities for rural women should be improved through
the elimination of legal, social, cultural end practical obstacles to women's .
participation in economic activities and ensuring that women have egual access
to productive resources.

32.. Rural poverty should be addressed by:

(a) - Expanding and improving land ownership through such measures as
land reform and improving the sgcurity of land tenure, and ensuring the equal
right of women and men in this respect, developing new agricultural land,
promoting fair land rents, making land transfers mere efficient and fair, and
adjudicating land disputes; .

(b) Promoting fair wages and improving the conditions of agricultural
labour, and increasing the access of small farmers to water, credit, extension
services and appropriate technology. including.for women, persons with
dlsabzlltles and'VUlnerable groups on the basis. of equality:

(c) Strengthening measures and actions designed to improve the social,
economi¢c and living conditions in rural areas and thereby dxscouragzng rural
exodus;

. (d) Promoting opportunities for small farmers and other agrlcultural
forestry and fishery workers on terms that respect sustainable development,

(e} Improving access to markets and market information in order to
enable small producers to cbtain better prices for their products and pay
better prices for the materials they need;
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(f} Protecting, within the national context, the traditional rights to
. land and other resourceés of pastoralists, fishery workers and nomadic and.
indigenous people, and strengthening land management in the areas of pastoral
or nomadic activity, building on traditicnal communal practices, controlling
encroachment by others, and developing improved systems of range management
and access to water, markets, credit, animal production, veterinary services,
health including health services, education and information;

(g} Promoting education, research and development on farming systems
and smallholder cultivation and animal husbandry technigues, qPrticularly in
_environmentally fragile areas, building on local and traditional practices of
sustainable agriculture and taking particular advantage of women‘s knowledge;

(h} Strengthening agricultural training and extension services to
promote a more effective use of existing technologies and indigenous knowledge
systems and to disseminate new technologies in order to reach both men and
women farmers and other agricultural- workers including through the hiring of
more women as extension workers; -

(i) Promoting infrastructural and instituticnal investment in
small-scale farming in resource-poor regions so that small-scale farmers can
fully explore market opportunities, within the context of liberalization,

33. Access to tredit by small rural or urban producers, landless farmers and
other people with low or no income should be substantially improved, with
special attention to the needs of women and disadvantaged: and vulnerable
groups, by: e :

(a) Reviewing national legal, regulatory and institutional frameworks
that restrict the access of pecple living in poverty, especially women, to
credit on reasonable terms;

(B ‘Promoting realistic targets for access to affordable credit, where
approprlaCe"

(¢) © Providing incentives for improving access to and strengthening the
capacities of the organized credit system to deliver credit and related
services to people living in poverty and vulnerable groups;

{d) Expanding financial networks, building on existing community
networks, promoting attractive opportunities for savings and ensuring
equitable access to credit at the local level.

34. Urban poverty should further be addressed by:

(a) Promoting and strengthening micro-enterprises, new small
businesses, cooperative enterprises, and expanded market and other employment
opportunities and, where approprlate, facilitating the transition from the
informal to the formal sector:
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(b)  Promoting sustainable livelihocods for people living in urban

f poverty through the provision or expansion of access to training, education

and other employment assistance services, in particular for women, youth, the
unemployed and the underemployed;

. {c) Promoting public and private investments to improve for the
deprived the overall human envircnment and infrastructure, in partlcular
housing, water and sanitation, ‘and public transportation;

{4y Ensuring that strategxes for shelter give. spec;a*tatcencion to
women and children, bearing in mind ‘the perspectives of women in the )
development of such strategies;

(e) Promoting social and other essential services, including, where
necessary, assistance for people to move to areas that offer better employment
opportunlties, housing, education, health and other aocial serv1ces

(f) -~ Ensuring safety through effective criminal justice admlnzstracxon
and protective measures that are responsive to the needs and concerns of the

Communl tY h

{g) Strengthening the role and expanding the means of municipal
authorities, non-governmental organizations, universities. and other o
educational institutions, businesses and community organizatlons. enabllng
them to be more actively involved in urban planning, policy development and

"implementation;

(h} Ensuring that special measures are taken to protect the displaced,
the homeless, street children, unaccompanied minors and children in special
and difficult circumstances, orphans, adolescents and single mothers, people
with disabilities, and older persons, and to ensure that they are integraced
into their communities.

35. Governments, in partnership with all other dev@lcpmént actors, in

particular organizations of and people living in poverty, should cooperate to
meet the basic human needs of all, including people living in poverty and

_vulnerable Qrﬁups, by:

{a) Ensuring universal access to basic social serv1cgs, w1th particular
efforts to facilitate access by people living in poverty and vuinerable
groups;

(b} Creating public awareness that the satisfaction of basic human
needs is an essérntial element of poverty reduction; these needs are closely
interrelated and comprise nutrition, health, water and san1tat1on, education,
employment, housing and participation in cultural and social life;

e
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{e)  Enguring full and equal access to social services, especially
education, legal services and health-care services for women of all ages and
children, recognizing the rights, duties and respon51b111t1es of parents . and
other persons legally responsible for children, and consistent with the '
Convention on the Rights of the Child; '

‘(d) " Ensuring that due priority is given and adeguate resources made
available, at the national, regional and international levels, to combat the
threat to indiwvidual and public health posed by the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS
globaliy and by the re-emergence of major diseases, such as erculosis,

malaria, onchocercias:s {river blzndness) and dzarrhoeal dlseases, in
particular cholera; ‘ :

(e) Taking particular actions to enhance the productive capacities of
indigenous people, ensuring their full and eqgual access to Social services and
their participation in the elabcration and implementation of pelicies-that
affect their development, with full respect for their cialtures, languages,
~traditions and forms of social organizations, as well as their own

initiatives; ‘ ' ' '

(£} Providing appropriate social services to enable vulnerable people
and people living in poverty to improve their lives, to exercise their rights
and to participate fully in all social, economic and political activities and
to contribute to social and economic development;

(g} "Recognizing that improving people’s health is inseparably linked to
sound envircnment;

{h)  Ensuring phy51cal access to all basic 5001a1 services for persons
who are ‘older, disabled or homebound;

{i) Ensuring that people living in poverty have full and equal access
to justice, including knowledge of their rights and, as appropriate, thrdugh
the provision of free legal assistance. The legal system should be made more
sensitive and responsive to the needs and special circumstances of vulnerable
and disadvantaged groups in order to ensure a strong and independent
‘admlnlstratlon of justice;

(3 Promoting full restorative services, in particular for those who
require instituticnal care or are homebound, and a comprehensive array of
community-based, long-term care services for those facing loss of
independence. L ' !

36. Governments should implement the commitments that have been made to meet
the basic needs of all, with assistance from the international community
consistent with chapter V .of the present Programme of Actlon including, |
inter alia, the following: : . o

(a) By the year 2000, universal access to basic education and
completion of primary education by at least 80 per cent of primary schcol-age
children; closing the gender gap in primary and secondary school education by
the year 2005; universal primary education in all countries before the
year 2015;
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(b) By the year 2000, life expectancy will not be less than 60 years in
any country; .

{c¢) By the year 2000, reduction of mortality rates of infants and
children under five years of .age by one third of the 1990 level, or 50 to 70
per 1,000 live births, whichever is less; by the year 2015, aim to ach;eve”an
infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live births and an under-five
mortality rate below 45 per 1,000;

(d} By the year 2000, a reduction in maternal mortali;y by one half of
the 1990 level; by the year 2015, a further reduction by one half;

{e) Achieving food security by ensuring a safe and nutritionally
adequate food supply, at both the national and international levels, a
reasonable degree of stability in the supply of food, as . well as physical,
social and economic access to encugh food for all, while reaffirming that food
should not be used as a tool for political pressure;

. (f) By the year 2000, a reduction of severe and moderate malnutrition
among children under five years of age by half of the 1990 level;

(g} By the year 2000, attainment by all pecples of the world of a level
of healch that will permit them to lead a socially and economically productive
life, and to thigs end, ensuring primary health care for ali;

{h) Make accessible through the primary health-care system reproductive -
heaith to all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later
than the year 2015, in accordance with the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development, and taking. into
account the reservations and declarations made at that Conference, especially
those concerning the need for parental guidance and parental responsibility: -

{i) Strengthening efforts and increasing commitments with the aim, by
the year 2000, of reducing malaria mortality and morbidity by at. least .. -
20 per cent compared to 1995 levels in at least 75 per cent of affected:-
countries, as well as reducing soci{al and economic losges due to malaria in
the developing countries, especially in Africa, where the overwhelming -
majority both of cases and of deaths occur;

{j) By the year 2000, to eradicate, eliminate or control major digeases
constituting gleobal health problems, in accordance with paragraph 6.12 of
Agenda 21;

{k} Reducing the adult illiteracy rate - the appropriate age group Lo
be determined in each country - to at least half its 1%90 level, with an
emphasis on female literacy. Achieving universal access to quality education,
with particular priority being given to primary and technical education and
job training, combating illiteracy and eliminating gender disparities in
access to, retention in, and support for, education;

(1} Providing, on a sustainable basis, access t¢ safe drinking water in
gsufficient guantities and proper sanitatrion for alil;
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“(m) Improving the availability of affordable and adequate shelter for
all, in accordance with the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000;

{n). Monitoring the implementation of those commitments at the highest
appropriate level and considering the possibility of expediting their
implementation through the dissemination of sufficient and accurate
statistical data and appropriate indicators.

37. Access to social services for people living in poverty and vulnerable

groups should be improved through - iy

{a) Facilitating access and improving the quality of education for
people living in poverty by establishing schools in unserved areas, providing
social services, such as meals and health care, as incentives for families in
poverty to keep children in school, and improving the quality cof schools in
low-income communities;

(b) Expanding and improving oppertunities for continuing education and.
training by means of public and private initiatives and non-formal education
in order to improve opportuniities for people living in poverty, including
people with disabilities, and in order to develop the skills and knowledge
that they need to better their conditions and livelihoods; L

(c}) Expanding and improving preschool education, formal and non-formal,
including through new learning technologies, radio and television, te overcome
some of the disadvantages faced by young children growing up in poverty;

{d) Ensuring that pecple living in poverty and low-income communities
have access to quality health care, including primary health-care services,.. -
consistent with the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Populatien and Development, free of charge or at affordable rates;

(e) Promoting cooperation among government agencies, health-care
workers, non-governmental organizations, w~omen's organizations and other
institutions of civil society in order to develop a comprehensive natiocnal
strategy for improving reproductive health rare and child health-care services
and ensuring that pecple living in poverty have full access to those services,
including, inter alia, education and services on family planning, safe
motherhood and prenatal and postnatal care, and the benefits of
breast -feeding, consistent with the Programme of Action of the Internaticonal
Conference on Population and Development.

(f) Encouraging health-care workers to work in low-income communities
and rural areas, and providing outreach services to make health care available
to orherwise unserved areas, recognizirig that investing in a primary
health-care system that ensures prevention, treatment and rehabilitation for
all individuals is an effective means of promoting social and economic
development as well as broad participation in society.
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~38. - Social pfbfééfion syatems should be based on legislation and, as

" appropriate, strengthened and expanded, as necessary, in order :to- ‘protect from
poverty people who cannot” find work; people who cannot work due to sickness,
disability, old age or maternity, or to their caring for children and sick or
older relatives; families that have lost a breadwinner through death or
marital breakup; and people who have lost their livelihoods due to natural
disasters or civil violence, wars or forced displacement. Due attention
should be given to people affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.!; Aét’ibns_ to this
end should include: _ '

(a} Strengthen;ng “and expanding programmes targeted to those in need,
programmes prov;dlng universal basic protection, and social gecurity insurance
programmes, with the choice of programmes depending on national financial and
administrative capacities;

(b} Developing, where necessary, & Strategy fora gradual expandion of
social protection programmes that provide social security for all, according
to 2 schedule and terms and conditions related to national contexts;

(¢} Ensuring that social safety nets associated with economic
restructuring are considered as complementary strategies to overall poverty
reduction and an increas€ in productive employment. Short term by nature,
safety nets must protect people livihg in poverty and enable them to flnd
productive employment.

{d) Designlng social protection and support programmes to help people
become self-sufficient as fully and quickly as possible, to assist and protect
families, to reintegrate people excluded from economic acciv1ty and to prevent
the social isclation or stigmavization of those who need protection;

(e) Exploring & variety of means for raising revenues to strengthén
social protection programmes, and promoting efforts by the” private sector and
voluntary associations to provide social protection and support;

{£) Promoting the innovative efforts of self-help organizations,
professional associations and other organizations of civil SOClety in this
sphere;”

{g) Expanding and strengthening social protection programmes to protect
working people, including the self-employed and their families, from the risk
of falling into poverty, by extending coverage to as many as possible,
_providing benefits quickly and ensuring that entitlements’continue:when
workers change jobs;

{h) Ensuring, through appropriate regulation, that contributory social
protection plans are efficient and transparent so that the contributions of
_ workers, employers and the State and the- accumulatlon of reeources can be
" monitored by the participants;

{i) Ensuring an adeguate social safety net under structural adjustment
programmes ;
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() Ensuring that social protection and social support programmes meet
the needs of women and, especially that they take into account women'’s
-multiple  roles and concerns, in particular their reintegration into formal
work after perieds of absence, support for older women, and the promotion of
acceptance of women’'s multiple roles and responsibilities.

39. Particular efforts should be made to protect children and youth by:

(a) Promoting family stability and supporting families in providing
mutual support, including in their rdle as nurturers and eduggtors of
children; b

{b) Promoting social support, including good quality child care and
working conditions that allow both parents to reconcile parenthood with
working life;

(c) Supporting and involving family organizations and networks in
~community activities;

(d) Taking the necessary legislative, administrative, social and
educational measures to protect and promote the rights of the child, with
particular attention to the girl child;

(e} " Improving the situation and protecting the rights of children in
especially difficult circumstances, including in areas of armed conflict,
children who lack adeguate family support, including urban street children,
abandoned children, children with disabilities, children addicted to narcotic
drugs, children affected by war or natural and man-made disasters,
unaccompanied minor refugee children, working children and children whe are
economically and sexually exploited -or abused, including the victims of the
sale and trafficking of children; and ensuring that they have access to food,
shelter, education and health care and are protected from abuse and violence,
as well as provided with the necessary social and psychological assistance for
their healthy reintegration into society, family reunification consistent with
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and substituting education for
child work;

(f) Developing and strengthening programmes targeted at youth living in
poverty in order to enhance their egonomic, educational, social and cultural
opportunities, to promote constructive social relations amcong them and to
provide them with connections outside their communities to break the
intergenerational cycle of paoverty;

(g) Addressing the special needs of indigenous children and their
families, particularly those living in poor areas, enabling them to benefit
adequately from economic and social development programmes, with full respect
for their cultures, languages and traditions;

(h) Improving the condition of the single parent in society and
ensuring that single-parent families and female-headed or female-maintained
households receive the social support they need, including support for
adequate housing and child care.
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40. Particular efforts should be made to protect older persons, including
those with dlsabilxtzes. by:
(a) Strengthening family support systems;
(b) Improving the situation of older persons, in particular in cases

where they lack adequate family support, including rural older persons,

working older persons, those affected by armed conflicts and natiiral or.

man- made disasters, and those who are exploited, physically or psychologically
neglect®d, or abused; = 2

(¢) Ensuring that older persons are able to meet their basic human
needs through access to social services and social security, that those in
need are-assisted, that older persons aré protected from abuse'and V1olence
and are treated as a resource and not a burden;

(d) Providing assistance to grandparents who have been réquired to
assume responsxblllty for children, particularly of parents whc are affected
by seriocus diseases, including AIDS or leprosy, or others who are unable to
care for their dependants;

(e) Creating a financial environment that encourages people to save for

- their old age,

(f} Strengthening measures and mechanisms to ensure that retired
workers do not fall into poverty, taking into account their contribution to

‘“the development of their countries;

(g} Encouraging and supporting cross-generational participation in
pelicy and programme develcopment and in decision-making bodies at all levels.

41, People and communities should be protected from impoverishment and long-
term displacement and exclusion resulting from disasters through the following
actions at the national and international levels, as appropriate:

{a} Designing effective mechanisms to reduce the impact and to mitigate
the effects of natural disasters, such as droughts, earthguakes, cyclones and
floods;

(b} Developing long-term strategies and contingency plans for the
effective mitigation of natural disasters and for famine, including early
warning, assessment, information dissemination and management, as well as
rapid response strategies, that ensure the guick evolution of relief
activities into rehabilitation and development;

{c) Developing complementary mechanisms that integrate governmental,
intergovernmental and non-governmental efforts, including the establishment of
national wvolunteer corps to support United Nations activities in the areas of
humanitarian emergency assistance, as well as mechanisms to promote a smooth
transition from relief vo rehabilitation, reconstruction and develcpment, in
accordance with General Assembly resolutions 46/182 and 4%/139 B;
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{d) Developing and strengthening emergency food reserves as & means to
prevent acute food shortages and stabilize prices, with facilities for food
storage, trangportation and distribution durzng emergenc:es, maklng full use
of traditional and market mechanisms;

(e) In disaster-prone areas and in cooperation with community-based
organizations, developing drought and flood mitigation agronomic practices and
resource conservation and infrastructure building programmes, using food-for-
. work, where appropriate, and incorporating traditional disaster-response
practices, which can be rapidly expanded into emergency empqument and
.rebuildzng programmes in disaster situations;

(£} Establishing the necessary planning and logistical mechanisms to
enable quick and effective response in disaster situations to provide food,
paychological and social care, medicines, medical Bupplies and other relief to
‘victims, especially women and children, and ensuring that the relief is
effectlvely targeted to those who need it; and channelling and organizing
disaster assistance so as to regenerate the locai economy and support resource
protection and development efforts;

{g) Mobilizing and coordinating regional and international assistance,
including assistance from the United Nations system, and from ﬁpn-governmental
organizations, to support the actions of Governments and communities
confronting disaster situations;

(h) Reducing vulnerability to natural diSasters thrdugh the development
of early warning systems.
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1. At the 4th meeting, on 9 March, the Main Committee approved chapter III
of the draft programme of acticon and recommended it to the plenary for
adoption. Statementg were made hy the representatives of the United States
of America and Australia.

2. The text of chapter III reads as follows:

Chapter III

THE EXPANSION OF PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT AND THE
- REDUCTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT

£ i and obj i v

42, Productive work -and employment are central elements of development as
well as decisive elements of human identity. Sustained economic growth and
sustainable development as well as the expansion of productive employment
should go hand in hand. #Full and adequately and appropriately remunerated
employment is an effective method of combating poverty and promoting social
integration. The goal of full employment requires that the State, the social
partners and all the other parts of civil society at all levels cooperate to
create conditions that enable everyone to participate in and benefit from
productive work. In.a world of increasing globalization and interdependence
among countries, nat10na1 efforts need to be buttressed by international
cooperation

43, Globaljization and rapld technological development give rise to
increased labour moblllty. bringing new employment opportunities as well as
new uncertainties. There has been an increase in part-time, casual and other
forms of atypical employment. In addirtion to requiring the creation of new
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employment opportunities on an unprecedented scale, such an environment calls
for expanded efforts to enhance human resources development for sustainable
development by, jinter alia, enhancing the knowiedge and skills necessary for
people, particularly for women and youth, to weork productively and adapt to’
changing requirements.

44. In many developed countries, growth in employment is currently great in
small and medium-sized enterprises and in self-employment. In many developing
countries, informal sector activities are often the leading source of
employment opportunities for pepple with limired access to formal-sector wage
employment, in particular for women. The removal of obstacles to the
operation of such enterprises and the provision of support for their creation
and expansion must be accompanied by protection ¢of the basic rights, health
and safety of workers and the progressive improvement of overall working
conditions, together with the strengthening of efforts to make some
enterprises part of the formal sector.

45, While all groups can benefit from more employment opportunities, specific
needs and changing demographic patterns and trends call for appropriate
measures. Particular efforts by the public and private sectors are requlred
in all spheres of employment policy to ensure gender eguality, equal
opportunity and non-discrimination on the basis of race/ethnic group,

religion, age, health, disability and with fuil respect for applicable
international instruments. Special attention must: also be paid to the needs
of groups who face particular disadvantage in their ‘a¢cess to the labour
market So as to ensure their integration into productive activities, including
through the promotion of effective support mechanisms.

46. Much unremunerated productive work, such as caring for children and older
persons, producing and preparing food for the family, protecting the
environment and providing voluntary assistance to vulnerable and digadvantaged
individuals and groups, is of great social importance. Worldwide, most of
this work is done by womer who often face the double burden of remunerated and
unremunerated work. Efforts are needed to acknowledge the social and economic
importance and value of unremunerated work, to facilitate labour-force
participation in combination with such work through flexible working
arrangements, encouraging voluntary social activities as well as broadening
the very conception of productive work, and tc accord social recognition for
such work, including by developing methods for reflecting its value in
guantitative terms for possible reflection in accounts that may be produced
separately from but congistent with core national accounts.

47. There is therefore an urgent need, in the overall context of promotlng
sustained economic growth and sustainable develoPment for:

. Placing the creation of employment at the centre of national
strategies and policies, with the full participation of employers
and trade unions and other parts of civil society;

¢+ . Policies to expand work opportunities and increase productivity in
both rural and urban sectors;
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- '4Educat1on and traxnlng that enable workers and entrepreneurs to
adapt to changlng technologies and economic conditions;

. Quality jobs, with full respect for the basic rights of workers as
defined by relevant ILO and other internaticnal instruments;

. Giving speécial priority, in the design of policies, to the problems
of structural, long-term unemployment and underemployment of youth,
womern, persons with disabilities and all other disadvantaged groups

~and 1nd1v1duals.

. Empowerment of women, gender balance in decision-making processes
at all levels and gender analysis in policy development to ensure
equal employment opportunities and wage rates for women and to
enhance harmonicus and mutually beneficial partnerships between
women and men in sharing family and employment responsibilities;

) Empowerment of members of vulnerable and disadvantagéd groups,
including through the provision of education and training;

. A broader recognition and understanding of work and employment and

greater flexibility in working time arrangements for both men and
women.
Actions |
A. T :“ entrality of empl nt in i formulation
48. Placing the égpansion of productive employment at the centre of

sustainable development strategies and economic and social policies requires:

{a) Promoting and pursuing active policies for full, productive,
-appropriately remunerated and freely chosen employment;

. (b} Giving .priority at the national and international levels to the
polxcxes that can address the problems of unemployment and underemployment .

49, Minimizing the negative impact on jobs of measures for macroeconomic
stability reguires:

(a)  Pursuing the coordination of macroeconcmic policies so that they
are mutually reinforcing and conducive to broad-based and sustained economic
growth- and- sustainable development, as well as substantial increases in
produbﬁ1v938mployment.expansion and a decline in unemployment worldwide;

T L

() Giving priority to programmes that most dlrectly promote vzable and

lcng cerm jOb growth when budgetary adjustments are requlred

-
“ -

(U) fRemOvihg strudtural constraints to economic growth and employment
creation a#+-s part of stabilization policies;
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(d) Enabling competing claims on resources to be resolved in a.
non-inflationary manner through the development and use of sound industrial
relations systems;

{e) "Monitoring, analysing and disgseminating informaticn on the impact
of trade and investment liberalization on the economy, especially on
employment ;

(£) Exchanging information on different employment promotion measures
and their consequences, and monitoring the development of global employment
trends;

() Establishing appropriate social safety mechanisms to minimize the
adverge effects of structural adjustment, stabilization or reform programmes
on the work force, especially the wulnerable, and for those who lose their
jobs, creating conditions for their re-entry through, jinter alia, continuing
education and retraining.

50. Promoting patterns of economic growth that maximize employment creation
requires:

“{a) Encouraging, as appropriate, labour-intensive investments in
economic and social infrastructure that use local resources and create,
maintain and rehabilitate community assets in both rural and urban areas;

(b) Promoting technological innovations and industrial policies that
have the potential to stimulate short and long-term employment creation and to
consider their impact on wvulnerable and disadvantaged groups:

{c) Giving developing ccuntries the capacity to select specific and
suitable technologies;

(d) Providing technical assistance and expanded transfer of technology
to developing countries to integrate technology and employment policies with
other social objectives, and to establish and strengthen national and lccal
technolegy institutions;

{e) Encouraging the realization in the countries with economies in
transition of programmes for on-the-job personnel training, facilitating their
adaptation to market-oriented reforms and reducing mass unemployment;

{f) Promoting mutually supportive improvements in rural farm and
non-farm production, including animal husbandry, forestry, fisheries and
agro-processing industries, aiming to expand and diversify environmentally
sound, sustained economic activity and productive employment in the rural
sector;

{g) Encouraging community ecconomic development strategies that build on
partnerships among Governments and members of civil society to create jobs and
address the social circumstances of individuals, families and communities;

{hY Introducing sound policies to mobilize savings and stimulate
investment in capital-short areas;
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(i} Maximiéing the job creation potential inherent'in Agenda 21 through.
the conservation and management of natural resources, the promotion of
alternative livelihoods in fragile ecosystems, and the rehabilitation and
regeneration of crltlcally affected and vulnerable land areas and natural

resources; ’ : ‘ .

{j) Encouraging the utilization of renewable energy, based on local
employment-intensive resources, in particular in rural areas.

51. Enhanc1ng opportunltles for the creation and growth of private sector
enterprises that would generate addltlonal employment requires.

(a) Removing obstacles faced by small and medium-sized enterprises and
easing regulations that discourage private initiatiwve;

- k) Fargilitating access by small and medium-sized enterprises to
credit, national and international markets, management training and
technological information; -

(c) Fac111tat1ng arrangements between large and small enterprises, such
as subcontractlng programmes, with full respect for workers’ rights;

{d) - Improving opportunltzes and working condikions for women and youth
entrepreneurs by eliminating discrimination in access to credit, productlve
regources and sorial security protection, and providing and increasing, as
appropriate, family benefits and social support, such as health care and child

care;

(e) Promoting, supporting and establishing legal frameworks to foster
the development of cooperative enterprises, and encouraging them to mobilize
capital,‘QQvelop innovative lending p;ogrammes'and promote entrepreneurship;

(f} Assisting informal sectors and local enterprises to become more
productive and progressively integrated iuto the formal economy through access
to affordable credit, information, wider markets, new technology and
appropriate technological and management skills, opportunities to upgrade
technical and management skills, and improved premises and other physical
infrastructure, as well as by progressively extending labour standards and
social protection without destroying the ability of informal sectors to
generate employment;

(q) Promoting the creation and development of independent
organizations, such as chambers and other associations or self-help
institutions of -small formal and informal enterprises;

{h) Facilitating the expansion of the training and employment-
generating opportunities of industries.

B. | ien re ining a 1 ici

52. FacllltaCLng people’'s access to productlve employment in. today s rapldly
changing, global environment and developing better, quality jobs requires:
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(a) Establishing well- deflned educational prlorltiea and 1nvesting
effectively in education and training systems;

{b} Introducing new and revitalized partnerships between education and
other government departments, including labour, and communications and
partnerships between Governments and non-governmental organizations, the
pr;vate gector, local communities, religious groups and families;

{c) Ensuring broad basic education, esperially literacy, and promoting
general -education, including the analytical and critical thinking that is
<ssential to improve learning skills. This is the foundation for acquiring
specialized skills and for renewing, adapting and upgrading them rapldly to
facilitate horizontal and vertical occupational mobility;

(d) Promoting the active participation of youth and adult learners in
the design of literacy campaigns, education and training programmes to ensure
that the labour force and sccial realities of diverse groups are taken into
account ; '

(e) Promoting lifelong learning to ensure that education and training
programmes respond to changes in the economy, provide full and egual access to
training opportunities, secure the access of women to training programmes,
offer incentives for public and private sectors to provide, and for workers to
acquire, training on a -ontinuous basis, and stimulate entrepreneurial skills;

(f) Encouraging and supporting through technical assistance programmes,
including those of the United Nations system, well-designed and adaptable
vocational training and apprenticeship programmes to enhance productivity and
productive employment;

(g) Promoting and strengthening training programmes for the employment
of new entrants to the job market and retraining programmes for displaced and
retrenched workers;

{h) Developing an enhanced capacity for research and knowiedge
dissemination by.encouraging national and international exchangee of
information on innovative models and best practices;

{i} Developing. in the area of vocational and continuing education,
innovative methods of teaching and learning, including interactive
technologies and inductive methods involving close coordination between
working experience and training.

53. Helping workers to adapt and to enhance their employment opportunities
under changing economic conditions reguires:

{a) Designing, developing, implementing, analysing and monitoring
active labour policies to stimulate the demand for labour in order to ensure
that the burden of indirect labour costs on employers does not constitute a
disincentive to hiring workers, identifying skill shortages and surpluses,
providing vocational guidance and counselling services and active help in job
searches, promoting occupational choice and mobility, offering advisory
services and support to enterprises, particularly small enterprises, for the
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more effective use and development of their work force, and establishing
institutions and processes that prevent all forms of discrimination and
improve the employment oppoftunities of groups that are vulnerable and
disadvantaged;

(b) Improving employment opportunities and increasing ways and means of
helping youth and persons with disabilities to develop the skills they need to
enable them to find employment;

{c) Promoting access by women and girls to traditionally male-dominated
occupations;

(d) Developing strategies to address the needs of people engaged in
various formg of atypical employment;

{e} Promoting labour mobility, retraining and maintenance of adeguate
levels of social protection to facilitate worker redeployment when there is
phasing out of production or c¢losure of an enterprise, giving special
attention to vulnerable and disadvantaged groups;

(£) Facilitating the integration or reintegration of women into the
work force by developing adequate child care, care for older persons and other
support services and facilities;

{g) Encouraging cocperation between employers and workers to prepare
for the intreduction of new technologies and to plan for their employment
effects as far in advance as possible, while ensuring adequate protection and
adjustment ; :

{h} Strengthening public and private employment services to assist
workers to adapt to changing jcob markets and provide sccial safety mechanismsg,
occupational guidance, employment and job search counselling, training,
placement, apprenticeships and the sharing of information;

{i) Strengthening labour market information systems, particularly the
development of appropriate data and indicators on employment, underemployment,
unemployment and earnings, asg well as dissemination of information concerning
labour markets in¢luding, - as far as possible, work situations outside formal
markets. All such data should be disaggregated by gender in order t¢o monitor
the status of women relative to men.

C. Enhanced gualify of wgrk angd emplgyment

54. Governments should enhance rthe quality of work and employment by:

(a} Observing and fully 1mp1ement1ng the human rights obligaticons that
they have assumed;

(b) Safeguarding and promoting respect for basic workers’ rights,
including the prohibition of forced labour and child labour, freedom of
association and the right to organize and bargain collectively, equal
remuneration for men and women for work of equal value, and non-discrimination
in employment, and fully implementing the conventionsg of the International
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Labour Organization in the case of States party to those conventions and
taking into account the principles embodied in those conventions in the case
of those countriea that are not States party to thus achieve truly sustalned
economic growth and sustainable development;

{c) Strongly c¢onsidering ratification and full implementation of 1LO
conventions in these areas, as well as those relatlng to the employment rights
of minors, women, youth, persons with disabilities and indigenous people;

{d) Using existing international labour standards to guide the
formulation of national labour legislation and policies; =

(e) Promoting the role of the ILO, particularly as regards improving
the level of employment and the quality of work;

(f) Encouraging, where appropriate, employers and workers to consider
ways and means for enhancing the sharing of workers in the profits of
enterprises and promoting cooperation between workers and employers in the
decisions of enterprises.

55.. .To achieve a healthy and safe working environment, remove exploitation,
abolish child labour, raise productivity and enhance the quality of life
" requires:

(a) Developing and implementing policies designed to promote improved
working conditionsg, including health and safety conditions;

{b) Improving health policies that reduce, with a view to eliminating,
environmental health hazards and provide for occupational health and safety,
in conformity with the relevant conventions providing informal sector
enterprises and all workers with accessible information and gu1dance on how to
enhance occupational safety and to. reduce health risksa;

(c) Promoting, in accordance with national laws and regulations, scund
labour relations based on tripartite cooperation and full respect for the
freedom of association and the right to organize and bargain cdellectively;

(d) Setting specific target dates for eliminating all forms of child
labour that are contrary to accepted international standards and ensuring the
full enforcement of relevant existing laws, and, where appropriate, enacting
the legislation necessary to implement the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, and ILO standards, ensuring the protection of working children, in
particular of street children, tarough the provision of appropriate health,
education and other social services;

{e) Designing labour policies and programmes to help eradicate family
poverty, which is a main cause of child labour, eliminating child labour and
encouraging parents to send their children to schocl through, inter alia, the
provigsion of social services and other incentives;

{f} . Establishing policies and programmeé to protect workers, especially
women, from sexual harassment and violence;
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(g} Ericouraging incentives to public and private enterprises to
develop, trafnsfer -and adopt technologies and know-how that improve the working
environment, enkahce ioccupational safety and reduce, with a view to
eliminating, héalth risks. :

56. The full participation of women in the labour market and their equall‘
access to employment opportunities require: '

{a) - Egtablishing the principle of equality betweern men and women as a
basis for employment policy and promoting gender sen91t1vity tralnlng to
eliminate prejudice against the employment of women;

: {b) Eliminating gender discrimination, including by taking positive
action, where appropriate, in hiring, wages, access to credit, benefits,
promoticn, training, career development, job assignment, working conditions,
job security and social security benefits;

{c) Improving women’s access to technologies that facilitate their
occupativnal and domestic work, encourage self-support, generate income,
transform gender-prescribed roles within the productive process and enable
them to move out of stereotyped, low-paying jobs:

(d) Changing those policies and attitudes that reinforce the division
of labour based on gender, and providing institutional support, such as social
protection for maternity, parental leave, technologies that facilitate the
sharing and reduce the burden of domestic chores, and flexible working
arrangements, including parental voluntary part-time employment and
work-sharing as well as accessible and affordable guality child-care
facilities, to enable working parents to reconcile work with family
respongibilities, paying particular attention to the needs of single-parent
households;

(e} Encouraging men to take an active part in all areas of family and
household ‘responsibilities, including the sharing of child-rearing and
housework.

"D. 1 nities r
with gpecific needs
57. The improvement of the design of policies and programmes requires:

(a) Identifying and reflecting the specific needs of particular groups,
and ensuring that programmes arc .equitable and non-discriminatory, efficient
and effective in meeting the needs of those groups;

(b} Actively involving representatives of these groups in planning,
design and management, and monitoring, evaluating and reorientihg these
programmes by providing access to accurate information and sufficient
resources to ensure that they reach their intended beneficiaries.

4.

58. Employment policies can better address the problem of short and long term
unemployment by:
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{a) Incorporating, with the involvement of the unemploved and/or their
‘agsociations, a comprehensive set of measures, including employment planning,
re-education and training programmes, literacy, skills upgrading, counselling
and job-search assistance, temporary work schemes, frequent contact with
employment service offices and preparing for entry and re-entry into the
labour market; ’ ’

{b) Analysing the underlying causes of long-term unemployment and their
effect on different groups, including older workers and single parents, and
designing employment and other supporting policies that address specific
-gituations and needs;

() Promoting social security schemes that reduce barriers and
disincentives to employment so as to enable the unemployed to improve their
capacity to participate actively in society, to maintain an adequate standard
of living and to be able to take advantage of employment opportunities.

39. Programmes for entry or re-entry into the labour market aimed at
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups can effectively combat the causes of
exclusion on the labour market by:

(a) Complementing literacy actions, general education or vocational
training by work experience that may include support and instruction on
business management and training so as to give better knowledge of the value
" of entrepreneurship and other private-sector contributions to society;

{b) Increasing the level of gkills, and also improving the ability of
getting a job through improvements in housing, health and family life.

60. Policies should seek to guarantee all youth constructive options for
their future by:

{a) Providing equal access to education at the primary and secondary
levels, with literacy as a priority and with special attention to girls;

{b) Encouraging the struggle against illiteracy and promoting literacy
training in national languages in developing countries, in particular in
Africa;

{c) Encouraging varicus actors to joln forces in designing and carrying
out comprehensive and coordinated programmes that stimulate the
resourcefulness of youth, preparing them for durable employment or
self-employment, and providing them with guidance, vocational and managerial
training, social skills, work experience and education in social values;

(d) Ensuring the participation of youth, commensurate with their age
and responsibility, in planning and decision-making with regard to their
future. )

61. The full participation of indigenous people in the labour market and
their equal access to employment opportunities requires developing
comprehensive employment, education and training programmes that take account
of the particular needs of indigenous people.
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62. Broadening the range of employment opportunltiee for persons with
dxsabilities tequlres- - .

ta) Enduring that laws and regulatlons do not discriminate against
personé wzth~éisabilit;es,

(b) Taking proactive measures, such as organizing support services,
devising 1ncent1ve schemes and supporting self-help schemes and small
businesses; e

-(¢) - Making appropriate adjustments in the work place to accommodate
persons with disabilities, including in that respect the promotiocn of
innovative technologles.

(d) Developing alternative forms of employment, such as supported
employment, for persons with disabilities who need thege services;

(e} - Prdmetlng public awareness within society regarding the impact of
the negative stereotyping of persons with disabilities on their participation
in the labour market;

63. There is need for intensified internationa) cooperation and national
attention to the situation of migrant workers and their families. To that

end:

(a) Governments are invited to consider ratifying existing instruments
pertaining to migrant workers, particularly the International Convention on
.the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their .

Families;

(b) In accordance with national legislation, Governments of receiving
countries are urged to consider extending to documented migrants who meet
appropriate length-of-stay regquirements and toc members of their families whose
stay in the receiving country is regular treatment equal to that accorded
their own nationals with regard ¢o the enjoyment of basic human rights,
including equality of opportunity and treatment in respect of religious
practices, working conditions, social security, participation in trade unions
and acéess to health, educatien, cultural and other social services, as well
as equal-accegs te the judicial: system and equal treatment before the law;

(c) Governments of countries of origin, transit countries and countries
of destination are urged to ¢ooperate in reducing the causes of undocumented
migration, safeguarding the bas c human rights of undocumented migrants and
preventing their exploitation;

.

(d) Governments of both receiving countries and countries of origin
should adopt effective sanctions against those who organize undocumented
migration, exploit undccumented mlgrants or engage in trafficking in
undocumsnted mlgrants. :

(e) Governments of countries of origin are urged to facilitate the
return of migrants and their reintegration into their home communities and to
devigse ways of using their skills. Governments of countries of origim.should
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consider collaborating 'with countries of destination and engaging the support
of appropriate internaticonal organizations in promoting the return on a
voluntary basis of qualified migrants who can play a crucial role in the
transfer of knowledge, skills and technology. <Countries of destination are
encouraged to facilitate return migration on a voluntary basis’' by adopting
flexible policies, such as the transferability of pensions and other work
benefits. ' :

E. A br r r ition and er din £ n 1) I
64. A broader recognition and understanding of work and employment requires:
(a) Acknowledging the important contribution of unremunerated work to

societal well-being and bringing respect, dignity and value to societal
perceptions &f such work and the people who do it;

(b} Developing a more comprehensive knowledge of work and employment
through, i’;g; alia, efforts to measure and better understand the type, extent
and distribution of unremunerated work, particularly work in caring for
dependants and unremunerated work done for family farms or businesses, and
encouraging, sharing and disseminating information, studies and experience in
this field, including on the development of methods for assessing its value in
guantitative terms, for possible reflection in accounts that may be produced
separately from but consistent with core national accounts;

"~ {e) Recognizing the relationship between remunerated employment and
unremunerated work in developing strategies to expand productive employment,
to ensure equal access by women and men to employment, and to ensure the care
and well-being of children and other dependants, as well as to combat poverty
and promote social integration;

(d)° Encouraging an open dialogue on the possxballtzes and” 1nst1tut10na1
requlrements for a broader understanding of varicus forms of work ard
employment ;

(e} Examining a range of policies and programmes, including social
security legislation, and taxaticn systems, 'in accordance with national
priorities and policies, to ascertain how to facilitate flexibility in the way
people divide their time between education and training, paid employment, '
family responsibilities, volunteer activity and other socially useful forms of
work, leisure and retirement, giving parrticular attentlon to the s;tuatlon cf
women, especially in female-maintained households;

(£} Promoting socially useful volunteer work and allocating'appropriate
resources to support such work without diluting the objectlves regardlng
employment expansxon,

(g) Intensifying international exchange of experience on various
aspects of change in the recognition and understanding of work and employment
and on new forms of flexible working time arrangements over the lifetime.

€5. The develcpment of add1t10na1 soc;ally useful new types of employment and
work requires, inter a
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. (a} Helping wvulnerable and disadvantaged groups to integrate better
into society and, by this means. to participate more effectively in economic

and social development;

(b) Helping older persons who are dependent or providing support for
families in need of educational assistance or soc¢ial support;

(c) Strengthening sacial ties through these forms of employment and
work, which represents an important realization of social development policy.
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Addendum

1. At the 4th meeting, on 9 March, the Main Committee approved chapter IV
of the draft programme of action and recommended it to the plenary for
adoption. Statements were made by the representatives of the Philippines (on
behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the
Group of 77 and Ch1na) Canada and the Holy See.

2. The text of chapter IV reads as follows:
Chapter IV
SOCIAL. INTEGRATION
(s £ . 1 obiecti

66. The aim of social integration is to create "a society for all", where
evéry individual, each with rights and responsibilities, has an active role
to play. Such an inclusive society must be based upon respect for all human
rights and fundamental freedoms, cultural and religious diversity, social
justice and the special needs of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups,
democratic partlcxpatxon and the rule of law. The pluralistic nature of mosc
soc:et;ea has at txmes regulted in problems for the different groups to
achxeve and mazntazn harmcny and cooperation, and to have equal access to all
.reSOurces in society Full recognition of each individudal‘s rights in the
context of the rule of law has not always been fully guaranteed. Since the
founding of the United Nations, this quest for humane, stable, safe, tolerant
and just societies has shown at best a mixed record.

CPH.95-141
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67. Nevertheless, progress has been noted, as shown in the continuation of
the ongoing process of decolonization; the elimination of apartheid; the
spread of democracy; wider recognition of the need to respect human dignicy,
all human rights and fundamental freedoms and cultural diversity; the
unacceptability of discrimination; increasing recognition of the unique
concerns of indigenous peoplie in the world:; an expanded notion of collective
regponsibility for all members of a scociety; expanded economic and educational
opportunities and the globalization of communication; and greater possibility
for.social mobility, choice and autonomy of action.

68. Notwithstanding these, there are negative developments that include

" social polarization and fragmentation; widening disparities and inequalities
of income and wealth within and among nations; problems arising from
uncontrolled urban development and the degradation of the environment;
marginalization of people, families, social groups, communities and even
entire countries; the strains on individuals, families, communities and
institutions as a result of the rapid pace of social change, economic
transformation, migration and major dislocations of population, particularly
in the areas of armed conflicet.

69. Furthermore, violence, in its many manifestations, including domestic
violence, especially against women, children, older persons and people with
disabilities, is a growing threat to the security of individuals, families and
communities everywhere. Total social breakdown is an all too real
contemporary experience. Organized crime, illegal drugs, the illicit arms
trade, trafficking in women and children, ethnic and religious conflict, civil
war, terrorism, and all forms of extremist violence, xenophobia, politically
motivated killing and even genocide present fundamental threats to societies
and the global sccial order. These are compelling and urgent reasons for
action by Governments individually and, as appropriate, jointly to foster
gsocial cohesion while recognizing, protecting and valuing diversity.

70. There 1s therefore an urgent need for:

. Transparent and accountable public institutions that are accessiblile
to people on an equal basis and are regponsive to their needs:;

. Opportunities for all to participate in all spheres of public life;
. Strengthen the participation and involvement of civil society in

the formulation, implementation and evaluation of decisions
determining the functioning and well-heing of their societies;

. Publicly available objective data to enable people to make informed
decisions;

o Maintenance of social stability and promotion of social justice and
progress: -

. Promotion of non-discrimination, tvolerance and mutual respect for

and value of diversivy;
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e Equity and equality of.oppdrcuﬁi;y'and social @éﬁliity:
b Gender equality and equity and empowerment of women;

L Elimination of physical and social barriers with the aim of ‘
creating a society accessible for al}l. wi:n special emphasis onﬁ
measures to mest the needl and intereats of those who face
obstacles in participating fully in society;

. Giving special attention to the right to the enjoyment of the.
' highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, and to
health as a factor of development:; ‘ .

L] Promoting the principle of caring for each other‘'s well- béing ahd
fostering the spirit of mutual support, within the ccntext of human
rights education;.

.. While acknowledging legitimate national defence needs, the dangers
- to- society of armed conflict and the negativa effect of excessive

military expenditures, trade in arms, especially of those arms .that
are particularly injurious or have indiscriminate effeccs, and an
excessive inveéstment for arms production and acquisition should be
recognized and addressed. Similarly, the need to combat illicit
arms trafficking., violence, crime, the production, use and =
trafficking of illicit drugs, and trafficking in women and
children; should be recognized:

. ®  -The elimination of all forms of vioclence and the full
implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Viclence
against Women.

A":"..BEE o0Si government and £ I] ici . I 5o .

71. Governments should promote and protect all human, rights and fundamental
freedoms, ificluding the right to development, bearing in mind the
interdependent and mutually reinforcing relationship betwegn democracy.,
developmen: and respect. for human rights, and should make publlc 1n3t1tut1ons
more responsive to people’s needs by:

{a) Ensuring that decisions are bagsed on accyrate data and are taken
with the participation of those who will be affected keeping under review,
within each country’s constitutional framework, the responsibilities of the
different levels of government and the administrative arrangements for
organ;zzng and delzverzng services;. '

(b) Keepxng under review, within each country s constitutional
framework, the national, provincial, municipal and local capacity and
capapility in raising revenue, and allecating résources to promote local
initiatives in maintaining and increasing community cohesion;

= B o * a ¥ - = aininr e e — G £
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(c) Simplifying administrative regulations, disseminating information
about public policy issues and initiatives for collective interests, and
facilitating maximum access to information;

{d) Opening channels and promoting full confidence between citizens and
government agencies, and developing affordable recourse procedures accessible
all people, especially those who have no access to channels and agencies of
cnmmunicatinn,tc seek. redress of grisvances; :

- (e} Encouraging the production of relevant studies/research to assess

the consequences of global and technological changes on.social integration and
the production of evaluations of the policies and: programmes put in place to
achieve the various components of social integraticon; and encouraging national
and international exchanges and dxsseminat1on of information on innovative
models and succesaful practices;

(f) Requiring acccuntability for the honest, just and equitable
delivery of public services to the people from all public officials;

{g) Making their services accessible to all citizens and taking special
care to ensure that the services are provided to all persons in need;

{h) Strengthening popular political‘participation. and promoting the
transparency. and accountability of political groupings ar the local and
naticnal levels; S

(1) Encouraging the ratification, the avoidance as far as possible of
the resort to reservations and the implementation of international human
rights instruments aiming to el;m;nate barriers tc the full enjoyment of all
human rights.

72. Encouraging the fullest participation in society requires:

{a) Strengthening the capacities and opportunities for all people,
especially those who are vulnerable and disadvantaged, to establish and
maintain independent organizations representing their interests, within each
country’'s constiturional framework;

- (b} Enabling institutions of civil society, with special attentien to
those represgenting vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, to participate in the
formulation, on a consultative basis, implementation and evaluation of
policies related to social development;

{c) Giving community organizations greater involvement in- the design
and implementation of local projects, particularfly in the areas of education,
health care, resource management and social protecrtion;

{(d) Ensuring a legal framework and a support structure that encourages
- the formation of, and constructive contributions from, communlty organzzac;ons
and voluntary associations of 1nd1v1duals.,
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(e) Eﬁcouragxng all members of society to exercise theif rights, fulfil
their responsibilities and participate fully in their societies, recognzzlng
that Governments alone cannot meet all needs in society;

: m(fj ~ Establishing a universal and flexible social safety net that trakes
into account available economic resources and encourages rehabxlxta:;on and
active participation in society;

(g) Facilitating the access of disadvantaged and marginalized people to
education and information, as well as their participation in social and
cultural life;

- {(h) Promoting equalzty and social integracion through sports and
cultural activities.

B.Wwﬂn_wu
regpect for and value of divergity

73. Eliminating discrimination and promoting tolerance and mutual respect for
and the value of diversity at the national and international levels requires:

{a) Enacring and implementing appropriate laws and other regulatjons to
combat racism, racial discrimination, religious intolerance in all its various
forms, xenophobia and all forms of discrimination in all walks cof life in

societies;

(b} Encouraging the early ratification of, and considering the removal
or limxtatzon of reservations to and the implemesntation of internaticnal
instruments, including the Internaticnal Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination and ithe Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Diascrimination against Women;

(c) Taking specific measures, in the context of the implementation of
the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, to remove
long-standing legal and social barriers to employment, education, productive
resources and public services; assist women in becoming aware of and realizing
their rights; and ensure the elimination of intra-family discrimination for
the girl child. especially in regard to health, nutrition and education;

(di Ensuring gender equality and equity through changes in attitudes,
policies and practices, encouraging the fﬁxiyparticipation and empowerment of
women in social, €conomic and political life, and enhancing gender balance in
decision-making processes at all levels;

(e) Rev1eving with a view to changing legislation, publxc codes and
praccices tha: pefpetuare discrzmxnatory praccices;

. -... (£) Disséminating information 1n_pla;nqlangua§e to all groups in
society about people‘s rights and the means available to redress complaints;
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{g);.  Strengthening or establishing machinery for monitoring and
resolving disputes and conflicts related tp discriminatory practices, and
developing arbitration and conciliation procedures at the local and naticonal.
levels;

{h} Setting an example through State institutions and the educational
system to promote and protect respect for freedom of expression; democracy.
"political pluralism: divergity of hsritage, cultures and vziues: religious.
tolerance and principles; and the national traditions on which a country has
beenn built; '

{1} Re&ognizing that the languages spoken or used in the world should
be respected and protected;

(i) Recognizing that it is of ucmost importance for all people to live
in cooperation and harmony, and ensuring that the traditions and cultural
heritage of nations must be fully protected;

{k) Encouraging independent communication media that promote people’s
‘understanding and awareness of all aspects of social integration, with full
regpect for freedom of information and expression.

C. Equality and social jugtice
74. Governments should promote eguality and social justice by:
(&) Ensuring that a}l people are equal before the law;

{b) Carrying out a regqular review of public policy. including health
and education policies, and public spending from a social and gender equality
and equity perspective, and promotine their positive contribution to
equalizing opportunities;

(c) Expanding and improving access to basic services with the aim of
ensuring universal coverage;

(d) Providing equal opportunities in public-sector employment and
providing guidance, information and, as appropriate, incentives te private
employers to do the same; B

(e} Encouraging the free formation of cooperatives, community and other
grass-roots: organizations, mutual support groups, recreational/sports
associations amd similar institucions that tend to strengthen social
integration, paying particular attention to policies that agsist families in
their support, educational, socializing and nurturing roles;

{f) Ensuring that structural adjustment programmes are so designed as to
minimize their negacive effects on vulnerable and disadvantaged groups and
communities while ensuring their positive effects on them by preventing their
marginalization in economic and social activities, and devising measures to
ensure thatr such groups and communities gain access to and conctrol over.
economic resources and economic and sccial activitiag; actions ghould be taken
to redute inequality and economic disparicy:
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‘Lnigij' Promoting full access to preventxve and curative health care to
1mprove the quality of life, especially by the vulnerable and disadvantaged
groups. in particular women and children;

{h)  Expanding basic education by developing special measures to provide
schooling the children and youth living in sparsely populated and remote
areas, for children and youth of nomadic, pastoral, migrant or indigencus
parents, and.for streec children, children and youth working or looking aftér
younger siblings and disabled or aged parents, and disabled children and
youth; establishing, in partnership with indigenous people, educational
systems that will meet the unique needs of their cultures;

(i} Ensuring that the expansion of basic education is accompanied by
improved quality, appropriate attention to children of different abilities,
cooperation between family and school, and a close link between the school
curriculum and the needs of the work place;

(j) Evaluating school systems on a regular basis by results achieved,
and dissemlnatlng research findings regardang the appropriatenegs of different
methods of evaluation:

{k) Ensuring that all pecple can have access toc a variety of formal and
non-formal learning activities throughout their lives that allows them co
contribute to and benefit from full participation in society; making use of.
all forms of education, including non-conventional and experimental means of
education, such ag tele-courses and correspondence courses, through public
institutions, the institutions of civil society and the private sector, ‘to
provide educatxonal opportunities for those who in childhood missed necessary
schooling, fpg_youth in the process of transition from school t¢ work, and for
those who wish to continue education and upgrade skills throughout their
lives;

(1} Providing equal access for girls to all levels of education,
including non-tradicional and vocational training, and ensuring that measures
-are rtaken to address the various cultural and practical barriers that impede
their access to education through such measures as the hiring of female
teachers, flexible hours, care cof dependants and siblings, and appropriate
facilities.

D. Reggponges to gpecial sgcial needs
75. Governmental responses to special needs of social groups should include:

_[é) Identifying specific means to encourage institucions_aﬁd serﬁices
to adapt to the special needs of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups;

‘ {(b) Recognizing and promoting the abilities, talents and expééience of
those groups that are vulnerable and disadvantaged, and identifying ways to

. prevent isolation.and alienanzcn and enabllng ‘them to make a positive
contrlbutlon to society; o
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{c) PBnsuring access to work and social services through such measures
as education, language training and technical assistance for people adversely
affected by language barriers;

(d) Supporting by legislation, incentives and other means, where
approprzate organizations of the vulnerable and disadvantaged groups so that
they may promote the interests of the groups concerned and become involved in
local and national, economic, social’ and polzttcal decizion-making that gu;des
society as a whole;

{e). Improving the opportunities for pegple who are disadvan:ﬁged'or
" vulnerable to geek positions in legislatures, Governments, judiciaries and
other positions of public authority or influence;

. (f} Taking measures to integrate into economic and social life
demcbilized persons and persons displaced by civil conflict and disasters;

(g} Promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous people, and
empowering them to make choices that enable them to retain their cultural
identity while participating in national, economic and social life, with full
regpect for their cultural values, languages, traditions and forms of social
organization;

(h) implementing the Plan of Action adopted by the World Summit for
Children in 1990 and ratifying, as appropriate, and 1mp1ement1ng the
provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child; :

{ij Encouraging youth to participate in discussions and decisions
affecting them and in the design., implementation and evaluation of policies
and programmes; ensuring that youth acquire the skills to participate in all
aspects of life in society and to lead self-sufficient lives through the
provision of relevant and innovative educational programmes; and establishing
lawg and measures that ensure the protection of youth aga;nst physical and
mental abuse and economic exploitation;

(3) Adopting specific mgasures to equip young people for responsible
adulthood, particularly out-of-school youth and street children;

{k) Promoting the United Nations Standard Rules on the Egualization of
Cpportunities for Persons with Disabilities and developing stravregies for
implementing the Rules; Governménts, in ¢ollaboration with organizations of
people with disabilities and the rrivate sector, should work towards the
equalization of oppeortunities so that people with disabilities can concribute
to and benefit from full participation in society; policies concerning people
with disahilities should focus on their abilities rather than their
dzsabllxtzes and should ensure their dignity as citizens;

‘%lii;~w1th1n the context of the Unxted Nations Principles for Older
Persons and the Global Targets on Ageing for the Year 2001, reviewing or
developing strategies for implementing the Vienna International Plan of Action
on Ageing so that older perscns can maximize their contribution to scciety and
play their full part in the community;
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(m) Facilitating the implementation of the Guidelines for Further
Planning and Suitable Follow-up in the field of Youth with a view to promOtﬂng
the ineegret:mn of youth into societjes;

_ {n} Taking measures to enable persons belonging to minorities to
participate fully and contribute to the development of their society.

E. Responses to gpecific scocial needs of refugees, displaced
pergons and asvium seekers, documenred miqrants and
76. In order to addreass the special needs of refugees, displaced persons and
alylum geekers: .

{(a) Governments are urged to address che root causes of movements of
refugees and displaced persons by taking appropriate measures, particularly
with respect to-.conflict resolution; the promotion of peace and
reconciliation; respect for human rights, including those of persons belonging
to minorities; and respect for the independence, territorial integrity and
sovereignty of States. Governments and all other entities should respect and
safeguard the right of people to remain in safety in their homes and should
refrain from policies or practices that torce people to rlee.

(b) Governments are urged to strengther their support for. 1nternat10na1
protection and assistance activities on behalf of refugees and, as '
appropriate, displaced persons and to promate the search for durable solutions
.o their jplight. 1In 80 doing, Governments are encouraged to enhance. regicnal
and international mechanisms that promote appropriate -shared reaponsibility
for the protection and assistance needs of refugees. All necessary measures
‘should'be taken to ensure the physical protection of refugees, in particular
that of refugee women and refugee children and especially against
exploitation, abuse and all forms of violence;

{¢} Adeguate international support should be extended to countries of
asylum to meet the basic needs of refugees and to assist in the search for
durable solutions. Refugee populations should be assisted in achieving
self-sufficiency. Refugees. particularly refugee women, should be involved in
the planning of. refugee assistance activities and in their implementation. In
planning and 1mplement1ng refugee assistance activities; special attention '
should be given ro. the specific needs of refugee and dxspleced women and -
children. nefugees should be pr0V1ded with access to adequate accommodation,
education, healnh.servxces 1n;1udxng family planning, and other necessary
social services. Refugees ‘'should respect the laws and regulations of their
countrzes of asylum;

(a) Governments end other relevant actors should create comprehens:ve
conditions that allow for the voluntary repacriatzon of refugees in safety and
_dignity, and the voluntary and safe retdrn of internally displaced persons to
their homes of origin and the;r smooth re;ntegre:ion into society;
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(e} .-Governments are urged to abide by international law concerning
refugees. States that have not already done so are invited co conaider
acceding ‘to the inrernational instruments concerning refugees, in particular
the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol
to the Convention. Governments are furthermore urged to respect the principle
of non-refoulement (i.e. the principle of no forcible return of perscns co
places where their lives or freedom would be threatened because of race,
religion,. na:icnality, membership in a particular social group or political
opinion). Governments should ensure that agylum seekers in the Government'’s

territory have access to a fair hearing and should facilitate the expeditious
"processing of asylum regquests, ensuring that guidelines and procedures for the’
determination of refugee status are sensitive to the particular sxtuation of
womean ; :

" (f) Governments and relevant actors should respect the right of people
to seek and aniocy. in other countries asylum from persecution. :

7. To promote the equitable treatment and integration of documented
migrants,  particularly documented migrant workers and members of their
families-

- {a) Governments should ensure that documented migrants receive fair and
equal treatment, including full respect of their human rights, protection of
the laws of the host society, appropriate access to economic opportunities and
social services; protection against racism, ethnocentrism and xenophobia; and
protection from violence and exploitation. Language training should be
provided, - in recognition of the centrality of language acquisitzon to-the

- effective .integration of documented migrants, including those not destined for
the labour market in so far as rescurces permit. Early integration is the key
to allowing documented migrants to contribute their skills, knowledge and
potential to the development of countries of destination, and inﬁolvea mutual
understanding by documented migrants and the host society. The former need to
know and respect the values, laws, traditions and principles of the host
society, which in turn should respect the religioans, cultures and tradirions
of documented migrants;

-{bY Governments of receiving countries are urged to consider giving to
documented. migrants having the right to long-term residence civil and =
‘political rlghcs and responsibilities, as appropriate, and facilitating their
naturalization. - Special efforts should be made to enhance the integration of
the children of long-term migrants .by providing them with educational and
training opportunities equal to tiose of nationals, allowing them to exercise
an economic activity and facilitating the naturalization of those who have
been raised in the receiving country. Consistent with article 10 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and all relevant universally reécognized
human rights. instruments, all Govermments, particularly those of receiving
. countries, must recognize the vital imporcance of family reunification and
“‘promote its integration inte their naticnal legislation in order to ensure
protection of -the unity of the iam;lzes of documented migrants. Governmants
of receiving countries must ensure the protection of migrants arid their
families, giving priority to programmes and strategies that combat religious
intolerance, racism, ethnocentrism, xenophobia and gender discrimination, and
that generate the necessary public sensitivicty in that regard;
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~ (c). _Governments and relevant actors should encourage the international
exchange of information on educational and training institutions in orQer to
promote the productive employment of documented migrants through greater
recognition of foreign education and credentials;

(aq) Governments should encourage 1nterracia1 harmony and cross opltural
understanding through educational programmes, where appropriate, 1nc1ud1ng
alternative-dispute- ;eoolution and conflict pt!Vention_tra1n1ng in schools.

78. - In order to address the concerns and basic human needs related to
undocumented migrantsg:

f;(iﬁ Governments are urged to cooperate in reducing the causes of

......

migrants. prevent1ng ‘their exploitation and offering them appropraq;e means of

. appeal according to nationel legislation, and punishing criminals uho oryganize

trafficking in human ‘bBeings; ‘ e

(b} Countries of destination, countries of transit and countries of
origin should cooperate. as appropriate, to manage immigration flows, prevent
undocumented migration, and, if appropriate, facilitate the return of migrants
and their reintegration in their home communities; : :

{c) Governments are urged to cooperate to reduce the effects of
undocumented migration on réceiving countries, bearing in mind the special
circumstances and needs of such countries, in particular developing countries;

(d) Governments are urged to promote effective measures to protect all
undocumented migrants and members of their fam;lzes against racism,
ethnocentrism and xenophobia.

73.. Addresszng the problems created by v1olence.,crxme. substance abuse and

production the use and trafficking of illicit druga. and the rehabilitation
of additts requires: - .

(a) Introducing and implementing specific policies -and public health
and social service programmes to prevent and eliminate all forms of violence

. in society, particularly to prevent and eliminate domestic violence and to

protect the victims of violence, with particular atctention to violence against

' women, children, older persons and persons with disabilities. In particular,

the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women. should be .
implemented and enforced nationally. 1In addition, the provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child should be respected;

(B)" “That countries should take full measures to eliminate all forms of

-exploitation, -abuse, harassment and violence:against women, - in particular

domestic violence and rape. Special attention should be given to violence
resulcing from harmful traditional or customary practices and all forms of
extremism, which implies both preventive actions and the rehabxl;tation of
victims;

S —— A
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(c) In order to prevent the participation of children and youth in
crime, viclence, and drug abuse and trafficking, implementing programmes that
channel their energy and creat1v1ty towards improv1ng themselves and their
communities;

(d) Improving mechanisms for resolving conflicts peacefully and
reintegrating society following conflicts, ‘including efforts towards
reconciliation and confidence-building between the- conflicting groups,
training in non-violent conflict resolution at all levels of education, the
reconstruction of social institutions that have been destroyed, the
reintegration of displaced and disabled persons, and the re-establishment of
the rule of law and respect for all human rights;

(e} Establishing partnerships with non-governmental organizations and
community organizations. to make adequate provision for the rehabilitarion. and
reintegration into society of offenders, especially young offenders; measures
will include efforts to maintain links with their families during detention
and to reintegrate them into productive employment and social life after their
release from detention;

(£) Strengthening international cooperation and coordination in
devisgsing strategies, policies, legislation and other measures in combating
national and transnational organized crime and the use of violence and
terrorism;

{(g) Adopting effective and environmentally sound national strategies to
prevent or substantially reduce the cultivation and processing of crops used
for the illegal drug trade, paying particular attention to national and
international support for development programmes that create viable economic
alternatives to drug production towards the full zntegratlon of the social
groups involved in sug¢h activities; :

{h) Combating drug and substance abuse and drug trafficking, corruption
and related criminal activities through national and internationally
" coordinated measures, while strengthening integrated, multisectoral programmes
te prevent and reduce the demand for consumption of drugs in order to create a
society free of illicit drugs. In cooperation with the ‘institurions of civil
society and the private sector, drug abuse prevention as well as preventive
education for children and youth, rehabilitation and education programmes for
former drug and alcohol addicts, especially children and youth, to enable them
Lo obtain productive employment and achieve the independence; dlgnlty and
respons;bllzty for a drug-free, crime-free, productive life;

{i}  Working mnationally and internationally to'identify narcotics
trafficking and money laundering networks, prosecuting their leaders and
seizing assets derived from such criminal activities;

(i) Supporting comprehensive drug interdiction strategies and
-strengthening efforts to control precursor. chemicals and firearms, ammunition
and explosives to prevent their diversion to drug trafficking and terrorist
groups;
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(k) Combating trafficking in women and children through national and
internationally coordinated measures, at the same time establishing or
strengthening institutions for the rehabilitation of the victims of the
trafficking of women and children. .

-G. Social intearation and family responsibilities

80. The family i3 the basic unit of society amd as such should be
strengthened. It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support.
In different cultural, political and social systems, varigus forms of the
family exist. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the

" intending spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners.

Bl. Helping the family in its supporting, educating and nurturing roles in
contributing to social integration should involve:

{(a) Encouraging social and economic policies that are designed to meet
the needs of families and their individual members, especially the most
disadvantaged and vulnerable members, with particular attention to the care of
children; '

{b) Ensuring opportunities for family members to understand and meet
their social responsibilities;

{c) Promoting mutual respect, tclerance and coopsration within the
family and within society;

{d) Promoting equal partnership between women and men in the family.
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1.' At the 5th meeting, on 10 March, the Main Committee apprdved chaﬁter v

of the draft programme of action and recommended it to the plenary for
adopticn.

2. “The text of chapter V reads as follows:

Chapter V
EMPLEMENTATION AND FOLLOW—UP

‘82 Nothing short of a renewed and massive political will at the national
and international levels to invest in people and their well- belﬂg wlll
achieve the objectives of social developmen-. Social development and the
implementation of the Programme of Action of the Summit are primarily the
responsibility of Governments, although international cooperation and
assistance are essentlal for their full implementation. At all levels of
implementat1on " the cruc1al and essential reguirements are:

d The promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamentcal
freedoms.. the support -for democratic: 1nst1tut10ns and the
empowerment of women;

bl The integraticn of goals, programmes and review mechanisms that--
.”have developed separately in response to- specmflt problems.

'4 .

. Partnerspip ;pvo;yiqg States, local authorltxes ‘nen- governmental
organizations, especially voluntary crganizations, other: major”
groups as defined in Agenda 21, the media, families and :

- individuals; R
.  '§:The recognltlon of ‘the dlveralty in the world and the need to take
' measures geared to achieve the Summit's goals;

T L . .
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d The empowerment of - people. who are to be assisted so that they

fully participate in setting goals, designing programmes,
implementing activities and evaluating performance;

. Bfforts to mobilize new and additional financial resources that are
both adeguate and predictable, and are mobilized in a way that
maximizes the availability of such resources, and uses all
available funding scurces and mechanisms, inter alia, multilateral,
bilateral and private sources, including on concessional and grant
terms; R | :

. Solidarity, extending the concept of partnership and a moral
imperative of mutual respect and ceoncern among individuals,.
commnities and nations.

A. National strategieg. evalyationg and reviews

83. The promotion of an integrated approach to the implementation of the
Programme of Action at the national level, in accordance with national
specific;tles, requires:

(a) Analyaing and reviewing macroeconomic, microeconomic and sectoral
policies and their impact on poverty, employment, social integration and
. social development;

{b} Enhancing Government policies and programmes Lo promote gocial
-development by strengthening che coordination of all efforts by national and
international actors, strengthening the efficiency and operational capacity of
public management structures, and facilitating the effective and transparent
use of resources, taking due account of the recommendations and follow-up to
Agenda 21;

{c) Assessing the extent, distribution and characteristics of poverty,
unemployment, social tensions, and social exclusion, taking measures aiming at
eradicating poverty, increasing productive employment and enhancing sociatl
integration:

(d) Formulating or strengthening by 1996 comprehensive cross-sectoral
strategies for implementing the Summit outcome and national strategies for
social development, including government action, actions by States in
cooperation with other Governments, international, regional and subregional
"organizations, and actions taken in partnership and cooperation with actors of
civil society, the private sector and cooperatives, with specific
regponsibilities .to be .undertaken by .each actor and with agreed priorities and
time-frames;

(e) Integrating sccial development goals into national development
plans, policies and budgets, cutting across traditional sectoral boundaries,
. with trangparency and accountability, and formulated and implemented with .the
_partlcxpation of the groups directly affecred; :
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(£} Defining txme ~bound  goals’ and rvargets for reducing overall poverty
and eradicating extreme poverty, expanding employment and reducing
unemployment and enhanc1ng social 1ntegratzon, within' each natlonal-context;

(g) : Promoting and strengthenzng institutional capac1ty-bu11d1ng for
inter-ministerial coordination, 1ntersectora1 collaboration, the coordinated
allocation of resources and the wvertical lntegratlon from national capitals to
local districts; : :

(h) . Developing gquantitative and gualitative indicators of social
development, including, where possible, disaggregation by gender, to assess
poverty, employment, social integration and other social factors, to monitor
the impact of social policies and programmes, and to find ways to improve the
é;fgctiv@nessﬁpf policies and programmes and introducé new programmes;

‘(1Y Strengthening implementation and monitoring mechanisms, including
arrangements for the participation of civil scciety in policy-making and.
implementation and ¢ollaboration with international organizations;

(3} all countrles should regularly assess ‘their progress towards
implementing the outcome of the Summit, possibly in the form of periodic
national reports, outlining successes, problems and obstacles. - Such. reports
could be congidered within the framework of an appropriate consclidated
reporting system, taking into account the different reporting procedures in
the economic, social and environmental fields;

(k) The Gengeral Assembly, at its fiftieth segsion, should declare the
first United Nations decade for the eradication of poverty following the
Interriational Year for the Eradication of Poverty (1996} with a view to its
considering further initiatives on the eradication of poverty.

84. International support for the formularion of national strategies for
SOClal development will require actions by bilateral and multllateral agenC1es
for: :

(a)  Assisting countries to strengthen or rebuild their capacities for
formulating, ccordinating, implementing and monitoring integrated strategies

for social development;

{b) Coordlnatlng the assistance provided by different agenc1es for
similar planning processes under other international action plans

{c) Developing improved concepts and programmes for the collection and
dissemination of statistics and indicators for social development to
facilitate review and policy analysis and provide expertise, advicé and
support to coun:r;esTap their request. -
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B. Involvement of civil society
85, Effective implementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action of
the Summit requires strengthening community organizations and non-profit
non-governmental organizations in the sphere of education, health, poverty,
social integration, human rights, improvement of the quality of life, relief

and rehabilitation, enabling them to participate constructively in
policy-making and implementation. This will require:

(a) Encouraging and supporting the creation and development of such
organizations, particularly among the disadvantaged and vulnerable people; -
. . i
(b) Establishing legislative and regulatory frameworks, institutional
arrangements and consultative mechanisms for involving such organizations in
the design, implementation and evaluation of social development strategies and.
programmes ; :

(c) Supporting capacity-building programmes for such organlzatlons in
critical areas, such as participatory planning, programme design,
implementation and evaluation, economic and financial analysis, credit
. management, research, information and advocacy;

{(d) Providing reacurces through such measures as small grant
programmes, and technical and other ‘administrative support for initiatives
taken and managed at the community lavel;

(e}  Strengthening networklng and exchange of expertise and experience
among such organizatlons.

86. The contribution of civil society, including the private sector, to
social development can be enhanced by:

(a) Developing planning and policy-making procedures that facilitate
partnership and cooperation between Governments and civil society in social
development ; '

(b} Encouraging business enterprises to pursue investment and other
policies, including non-commercial activities, which will contribute to social -
development, especially in relation to the generation of work opportunitles,
social support services at the work place, access to productive resources and
congtruction of infrastructure;

{c) Enabling and encouraging trade unions to participate in the
planning and implementation of social develcpment programmes, especially in
relation to the generation of work opportunities under fair conditions, tie
provision of training, health care and other basic services, and the
development of an ‘economic environment that facilitates sustained economic
growth and sustainable development;

(d) Enabling and encouraging farmers’ representative organizations and
cooperatives to participate in the formulation and implementation of
sustainable agricultural and rural development policies and programmes;
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{e) Encouraging and facilitating the development of cooperatives,
includinhg among people living in poverty or belonging to wulnerable groups

(£}  Supporting academic and research institutzons. particularly in the
developing countries, in their contribution to social development programmes,
and facilltatlng mechanisms for independent, detached, impartial, and objective
monitoring of social progress, especially through collecting, analysing and
disseminating information and ideas about economic and social develongnc.

{g} Encouraging educational institutions, the media and other sources
of'public information and opinion to give special prominence to the challenges
of social development and to facilitate widespread and well- informed debate
about social policies throughout the community.

C. Mebilization of finagcial resqurces

87. The implementation of the Declaration and the Programme of Action of the
Summit at the naticnal level may require substantial new and additional
‘regsources, both in the public and the private sectors. Augmenting the
availability of public resources for social development requires at the
national level: .

{a] Implementing macroeconomi¢ and microeconomic policies in accordance
with national priorities and policies, aimed at encouraging greater domestic
savings and investment required for public spending, through progressive, fair
and economically efficient taxes that are cognf:qnt of sustainable development
concerns, and throggh cutting back on subsidies that do not benefit the poor:

(b} Reducing as appropriate, excessive military expenditures and
investments for arms production and acquisition, consistent with national
security requirements, in order to increase resources for social and economic
development; ’

(c) Giving high priority to social development in the allocation of
public spending and ensuring predictable funding for the relevant programmes;

_ (d).© Ensuring that the resources for social development are available at
the level:of administration that is responsible for formulating and
implementing the relevant programmes;

{e) Increasing the effective and transparent utilization of public
resources, reducing waste and combating corruption, and concentrating on the
areas of greatest social need;

(f) Developing innovative sources of funding, both publlc and private.
for social programmes, and creating a supportive environment for the
mobilization of resources by civil society, including beneficiary
contributions and individual voluntary contributions, for social development.

88. Implementation of the Declaration and the Programme .of Action in
developing countries, in particular in Africa and the least developed
countrieg, will need additional fimancial resources and more effective
development cooperation and assistance. This will require:
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(a} Tranalating the commitments of the Summit into financial
implications for social development programmes in develgping countries,
' partlcularly Africa and the least developed countries; i

(b) Striving for the fulfilment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of
gross natiocnal product (GNP) for overall official development assistance as
soon as possible, and increasing the share of funding for social development
programmes, commensurate with’ the scope and scale of activities reguired to .
achieve the objectives and goals of the Declaration and Programme of Action;

{¢)} Agreeing on a mutual commitment between interésted developed and
developing country partners to allocate, on average, 20 per. cent of ODA and
20 per cent of the national budget, respectively, to basic social programmes;

(d} Giving high priority in ODA to the eradication of poverty in
developing countries, in particular Africa, low-income countries in Asia and
the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the least developed
countr:es,

‘{e)”’ Providing assistance for gsocial-sector activities, such ag the
rehabilitation and development of social infrastructure, including in the form
of grants or soft lcans; ,

(£) Implementation of the commitments of the international community to
- the special needs and vulnerabilities of the small island developing States,

- in particular by prowviding effective means, including adequate, predictable,
new and additional resources . -for social gdevelopment programmes in accordance
with the Declaration of Barbados and on the basis of the relevant provisions
of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island
Developing States;

{(g) Providing international support and assistance to the land-locked
developing countries in their efforts to implement the cutcome of the Summit,
. taking into account the challenges and problems characteristic to those
countries;

(h) Giving preference, wherever possible, to the utilization of
competent national experts or, where necessary, competent experts from within
the subregion or region or from other developing countries in. project and
programme design, preparation and implementation, and to. the bulldang of local
expertise where it does not exist;

(1) Exploring ways and means to strengthen suppeort and expand
South-South cooperation based on partnership between developing dnd dévaloped
countries, as well as enhanced cooperation among developing countries;

(i} ~ Maximizing project and programme eff;c;ency by keeplng overhead
costs to a m:.m.mum-

{k) Developing eccnomic policies to promote and mobilize domestic
savings, attract external resources for productlve investment and seek
innovative sources of funding, both public and prlvate for social programmes
while ensuring their effective utlllzatlon, !

-
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(1) . Monitoring the impact of. trade liberalization on progress made in
developing .countries' to meet basic human needs, giv;ng perticuler attention to
new 1nit1atives to expand the access of develop;ng-oountrzes to internetlonal

markets; : v

(m) Encouraging direct cooperation to promote joint ventures., including
in the sector of social programmes and infrastructure;

{(n} Bncouraging reciplent Governments to strengthen their ﬁationalyl
coordination mechanisms for international cooperation in social development
and to ensure the effective use of international.:assistance so as to assist

" doaors to secure commitment to further resources for national action plans;

(o) Inviting multilateral and bilateral donors to consult, with a view
to coordinating their financing policies and planning procedures, to improve
the impact, complementarity and cost effectiveness of their contributions to
the achievement of the objectivee of social development programmes of
developing countries.

89. 'Impiementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action of the Summit

in countries with economies in transition will require continued international
cooperation and aseistanCe. To this end, there'isea need“to-

{a} Assess the finenc1a1 1mp11catlons of the commitments [o} 4 the Summit
for locial development programmes in countries with'’ economies in tranlztlon,

(b) Enhance technlcal and financial assistance for the implementation
of programmee of macroeconomic stabilization in order to ensure eusta1ned ‘

'economlc growth and sustainable development ;

{c) Support and encourage transformationsg in the field of human

‘resources development;

.{d})  Invite multilateral and bilateral donors to consult, with a view to

" coordinating their financing policies and planning procedures, to improve the

impact of their contribution to the achievement of the objectives of soc1al
development programmes of countries with economies in transition.

90. Substantlal debt reduction is needed to enable developing countries to
implement the Declaration and Programme of Action. Building on, ipnter alia,
the momentum from the July 1994 meeting of the seven major industrialized
countries. in Naples and the October 13994 meeting of the governors of ‘the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund, further progress can be. made by

{a) Inviting the 1nternatlonel community, including the,;nternational
financial institutions, to continue to explore ways of implementing additional
and innovative measures to alleviate substantially the debt burdens of
developing countrieés, in particular of the highly indebted low-income
countries, in order to help them to achieve sustained econgomic growth and
sustainable development without falling into a new debt crisis;
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(b) Adoptlng measures to substantlally reduce the bilateral debts of .
the least develdped countries, in particular the countries of Africa, as soon
as possible, and exploring other innovative approaches to managing and-
_alleviating the onerous debts and debt service burdens of other developing
'countrzes as soon as possible; :

(¢} Giving specidl consigeration to those develbping countries where
the miltilateral debt constitutes an important part of their total debt in
order to seek a durable sclution to this increasing problem;

, {(d) Encouraging the possibilities of debt swaps for social development,
with the rescurces released by debt cancellation or reduction to be invested -
in social development programmes, without prejudice to more durable solutlons,
such as debt reduction and/or cancellation;

(e) Mobilizing the resources of the IDA Debt Reduction Facility in
order to help eligible developing countries to reduce their commercial debt;
con51dering alternative mechanisms to complement that faclllty,

(£} Inviting creditor countries, private banks and mult11atera1
financial institutions, within their prerogatives, to consider continuing the
initiatives and efforts to address the commercial debt problemg of the least
developed countries and of low and middle-income developing countries; to
consider the extension of appropriate new financial support to the low-income
countries with substantial debt burdens that continue, at great cost, to
service debt and meet their international obligations; to continue to explore
‘ways of implementing additional and innovative measures to substantially
alleviate the debt burdens of developing countries, in particular of the
highly indebted low-income countrieg, in order to -help them achieve sustained
economic growth and sustainable development without falling jinto a new debt
crisis.

Si. In order to ensure that structural adjustment programmes include social

. development goals, in particular the eradication of poverty. the generation of
,Lﬁroductive‘employment and the enhancement of social integratiocon, Governments,

in cooperation with the international financial institutions and other’

international organizations, should: . 2 :

{a) Protect basic social programmes and expenditures, in particular
those affectlng the poor and vulnerable segments of society, from budget
reductlons. ) : e

(b) Review the impact of structural adjustment programmes on social
development by means of gender-sensitive social-impact assessments and other
relevant methods, and develop policies to reduce their negatlve effects and
lmprove their positive impact:

(cy 'Further promote policies enabling small enterpriges, cooperatives
and other forms of micro-enterprises to develop the1r capaC1t1es for 1ncome
‘generation and employment creation.
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92. International financial institutions should contribute to the -
mobilization of resources for the implementation of the Declaration and ]
Programme of Action. To this end, the relevant institutions are urged to take
the following measures: ‘

{a) The World Bank, the Internaticnal Monetary Fund, the regional and
. subregional development banks and funds, and all other international finance
organizations should further integrate social development goals in their
policies, programmes and operations, including by giving higher priority to
social-sector lending, where applicable, in their lending programmes;

.{bh) The Bretton Woods institutions and other organizations of the
United Nations system should work together with concerned countries to improve.
policy dialogues and develop new initiatives te ensure that structural '
adjustment programmes promote sustained economic and social development, with
particular attention to their impact on people living in poverty and
vulnerable groups; '

{c) The United Nations should, in cooperation with the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and other multilateral development insgtitutions,
study the impact of structural adjustment programmes on economic and social
development and assist adjusting countries in creating conditions for economic
growth, job creation, poverty eradication and social development.

93. In addition to augmenting the flow of resources through established
channels, the relevant United Nations bodies, in particular the Economic and
Social Council, should be requested to consider new and innovative ideas for
generating funds and to offer for this purpose any useful suggestions.

D. The role of the United Nations svstem

94. A framework for international cooperation must be developed in the
context of the agenda for development in order to ensure the integrated and
comprehensive implementation, follow-up and assessment of the outcome of the
- Summit, together with the results of other recent and planned United Nations
conferences related to social development, in particular the World Summit for
Children, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, the
World Conference on Human Rights, the Global Conference on the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing States, the United Nations Conference
on Human Settlements (Habitat I1I), the International Conference on Population
- and Development, and the Fourth World Conference on Women. On the
international level, as on the national, the financial and organizational
implications of the commitments, goals and targets should be assesgsed,
.priorities established and budgets and work programmes planned,

95. With regardlto‘the consideration of social development at the
" intergovernmental level, special consideration should be given to the role of
the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. To this end:

(a} The General Assembly, as the highest intergovernmental mechanism,
is the principal policy-making and appraisal organ on matters relating .to the
follow-up to the Summit. The Assembly should include the follow-up to the:
Summit in its agenda as an item entitled "Implementation of the outcome of the
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World Summxt for Social Development" ~In 193§, it should review the
effectiveness of the steps taken to implement the outcome of the Summit with
regard to poverty eradication, as part of the activities relating to the
International Year for the Eradication of Poverty; ' ‘

(b) The Assembly should hold a special session in the year 2000 for an
overall review and appraisal of the implementation of the outcome of the
Summit and consider further action and initiatives; - ‘

(c) . The Assembly, asg well as the Economic and Social Council could
convene meetings of high-level representatives to promote internaticnal
" dialogue on c¢ritical social issues and on p011c1es for addresslng them through
1nternational cooperation;

(d} ‘ The Assembly should draw upeon the initial work of the agenda for
development working group on a common framework for the implementation of the
outcome of conferences;

{e) The Economic and Social Council, in the context of its role under
the Charter of the United Nations yig-3-vig the General Assembly and in
accordance with Assembly resolutions 45/264, 46/235 and 48/162, would oversee
‘system-wide coordination in the implementation of the Summit outcome and make
recommendations in this regard. It should look at ways to strengthen,iq .
consistent with the mandates of the Charter of the United Nations, the role
and authority, structures, resources and processes of the Council, bringing
specialized agencies into a closer working relationship with the Council so
that it can review progress made towards fulfilling the outcome of the Summit
as well asg improving the Councilts effectiveness. The Council, at its
substantive session of 1995, shoild be invited to review the mandate, agenda
and composition of the Commission for Social Development, including
considerations of the strengthening of the Commission, taking into account the
need for synergy with other related commissions and conference follow-up. The
Council should also draw upon -any initial work completed by that time on a
-common framework for the implementation of conference outcomes (see paras. 94
and 95 (d) abové). The Council should also be invited to review the reporting
system in the area of social development with a. view to establishing a
' coherent system that: would result in clear policy recommendations for
Governments and international actors; ' )

(£} Within the framework of the .discussiong on an agenda for
development and the discussions of the Rconomic and Social Council at its
coordination segment of 19395 on a common framewnrk for the implementation of
the outcome of United Nations conferences in the economic and social fields,
congideration should be given to the possibility of holding ]Oint ‘meetings of
the Council and the Development Committee of the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. The Secretary-General of the heads of IMF, the
World Bank and the ILO, the United Nations funds and programmes, and other
‘relevant agencies ahould consider the possibility of holding “j¢
for the purpose of considering the 1mp1ementation of the Declaratlon and the
Programme of Action prior tc the Development Committee sessions;
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() To promote. impleméntation of the cutcomes at the regional and
subregibnhl levels, the regional commissions, in cooperation with the regzonal
intergovernmental organizations and banks, could convene, on a blennlal ba51s
a meeting at a high political level to review progress made towards fulfilling
the outcome of the Summit, exchange views on their respective experiences and
adopt the appropriate measures. The reglonal commissions should report
through the appropriate mechanisms to the Council on their outcome;

(h) The important role of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights in monitoring those aspects of the Declaration and Programme
of Action that relate to compliance, by States Parties, with the Internaticnal
Covenant on Bconomic, Social and Cultural Rights should be emphasized.

96. The United Nations system should provide technical cooperation and other
forms of assistance to the developing countries, in particular Africa and the
least developed countries, in implementing the Declaration and Programme of
Action, To thia end:

{a) The United Nations system, including the technical and sectoral
‘agencies and the Bretton Woods institutions, should expand and improve their
caoperation in the field of social development to ensure that their efforts
are complementary and, where possible, should combine resources in joint
initiatives for social development built around common objectives of the
Summit;

(b} In order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of United
Nations organizations in providing support for social development efforts at
the national level, and to enhance their capacity to serve the objectives of
the Summit, there is a need to renew, reform and revitalize the various parts
of the United Nations system, in particular its operational activities. All
specialized agencies and related organizations of the United Nations system
are invited to strengthen and adjust their activities, programmes and medium-
term strategies, as appropriate, to take into acecount the follow up to the
Summit. Relevant governing bodies should review their policies, programmes,-
budgets and activities in this regard;

{c) The- Administrative Committee on Coordination should consider how
the participating entities might best coordinate their activities to 1mp1ement
the objectives of the Summit;

{d) Regular reports should be provided by the funds and programmes and
the specialized agencies to the appropriate forums, regarding their plans and
programmes related to implementatiom.

97, The United Nations system should consider and provide appropriate
technical ¢ooperation and other forms of assiatance to the countrles with
economies in transition. To this end

(a) The respective United Nations bodies should assist efforts of those
countries in designing and implementing social development programmes:;
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(b) The United Natlons Development Programme : should contlnue to -
undertake efforts to support the implementation of the social development
programmes, taking into account SpelelC needs of the. countries with economies
in transition;

{c) The organizations and bodies of the United Nations system,
including the technical and sectoral agencies, the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank, should continue their cooperation in the field of social
development of countries with economieg. in transition.,

58. The implementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action of the
Summit will involve many entities in the system. In order to ensure coherence
" in this effort, the General Assembly ghould give consideration to:

{a) Promoting and strengthening the coordination of United Nations
system activities, the Bretton Woocds institutiong and the World Trade
Organization at the global, regional and national levels in the area of
economic and social development programmes, including, inger alia, through
reports to and meetings in coordination with the Economic and Social Council;

{b) Inviting the World Trade Organization to consider how it might
contribute to the implementation of the Programme of Action, including
activities in cooperation with the United Nations system;

(c) Requesting the Internationszl Labour COrganization, which because of
its mandate, tripartite structures and expertise has a special role to play in
the field of employment and social development, to contribute to the
implementation of the Programme of Action;

. {d) Requesting the Secretary-General to ensure effective coordxnatlon
of the implementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action. :

99. - United Nations operational activities for development should be
strengthened in order to implement the Summit cutcome, in accordance with

. relevant resolutions, particularly General Assembly resclution 47/199, and to
this end:

(a) The United Nations Development Programme should organize
United Nations system efforts towards capacity-building at the local, national
and regional levels, and should support the coordinated implementation of
© gocial development programmes through its network of field offices;

(b) Coordination at the country level should be improved through the
resident coordinator system to take full account of the present Declaration
and Programme of Action and related internaticnal agreements;

(e} The United Nations system should enccurage and assist South-South
cooperation and technical cooperation among developing countries, at all
levels, as an important instrument for social development and the
implementation of the Programme of Action;
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(d) United Nations development efforts should be supported by a
substantial increase in resources for operational activities for development
on a predictable, continuous and assured basgis, commensurate with the
increasing needs of developing countries, as stated in resolution 47/199;

(e} Strengthen the United Nations system’s capacity for gathering and
analysing information and developing indicators of social development, taking
into account the work carried ocut by different countries, in particular
developing countries, and strengthen the capacity of the United Nations system
in providing policy and technical support and advice, upon request to improve
nat10na1 capacities in this regard.

100. The support and participation of major groups as defined in Agenda 21 are
essential to the success of the implementation of the Programme of Action. To
ensure the commitment of these groups, they must be involved in planning,
elaboration, implementation and evaluation at both the national and the
international lewvels. To this end, mechanisms are needed to suppoert, promote
and allow their effective participation in all relevant United Nations bodies,
including the mechanisms responsible for reviewing the implementation of the
Programme of Action,






