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.UNICEF AID 10 CHILD HEALTH AND WELF%RE PBLJECTS
. ON TEE AFRICAN GONTIHENT

rPrepared by the United Nations--Children's Fund -

1. From the inception of UNICEF up to.the. end of 1961, UNICEF aid
has been given for 188 child care projeots in 44 countries and territories
_on the African continent. A total of more than §26 million in aid.
:has been given for these pro;ectS. (Aﬁéunté of assistance allocated
-?for each country and project are shown in the table at Annex I.
Thirty~seven of the projects have been completad thh_regpect~to the
Fungislaééistance.) Wile this ;aprésénta:bnly_ahégt 8 éar cent of all
‘UNICEF assistance 1o child care programmes over the past fifteen years,
;the percentage of assistance going to this contlnent is steadlly

' increa51ng, allocataons for 1ong-range pro;ects for continental Africa
in 1961 totalling $4 760 000, a 11ttle less than 30 per cent of aid

.}approved for, all reglons.
"Z,f ,UNICEF'is currently helpihg 141 projecté'in 40‘GOﬁn$ries and

i .~ territories. Allocatlons approved for Africa in the past two years
" 'otal 37,367 000, as shown 1n the table on page 4 below. '

{f‘3,t‘ Co-ordlnatlon W1th other United Natlona Agenclea: thle
\admlnistratlon of UNICEF-aided projects is the respon91b111ty of the
fgovernments of ‘the a331sted countrles, who provide bulldlngs, labour,
and locally available supplies, internal technical assistance is

:hbégiiﬁgdlby,the appropriate technical agencies of ihe United Nations
ﬂ‘s?éieh;aJMany of the international experts who work on UNICEF-aided
~ projects are sent out under the Expanded programme of hichnical

.. Assigtance. , In the past, UNICEF has had its closest relations with
.. the Food and Agriculture Organiza<tion (FAO),the World Health Organization

(WHO);:agd the United N.tions Bureau of Social Affairs. Now, as the
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scope of 1ts aSSlSt&nce widens, UNIC“F_ls belng brought into close
relation with the International Labour Organlzatlon (1L0) and the
Uhited Nations Educatlonal, Sclentlflo and Cultural Organigation
(UNESCO). Through the co—operative use of their resources, UNICEF and
the teohnlcal agenoles can render effective assistance that none of
them would be - in poesition to offer alone, ‘and duplication and -
:.E'fragmentatlon of efforts are avoided.’ '

e In the1r oo—operatlve programme, the d1v1slon of reepon81bility
between UNICEF and the teohnloal agencles has been worked out as’ follows:

“a)FFBOth UNICEF ahd the agencies assistﬂgovernment§<in;planning
£f. " &p .. programmes $0 nectthe needs of their children, and both

. assist the government ministries cohcerned in’ drawing up
. © concrete project plans of opsration. . : &

©7b) - UNICEF proviflés a variety of direct project assistance. It
. furnishes.cpitical supplies and technical equipment that must

.. 7 be imported - drugs, 1nsact1oldes, ¢linic equipmént, dairy<plant
S e +;equ1pmen%, véhicles, well< -digging rigs, ‘tools. teaching aids,

etc, — seeing to the procurement and shlpplpg of these as well

as paying for them. It provides direct financial support:to

training programmes and. training centres; in some cases, funds
- may be granted to provide stlnends for students and to pay

teachsts! or professors! salaries. UNICEF. also. sends & certain

number: of: skilled engineers into the field to assist governments

in dairy plant and other food conservation projects,

c):. The fechnical agencies provide expert advice to UNICEF and to

- the governments. Tho UNICEF Bxecutive Board does nos apbrove
aid for a particular project until. the project plan: of
operations has received: the. .technical approval of the agency
or agencies compeient in that fleld. In many 1netan09l, the
‘agencies furnish experts to. the' governments for a few years

. o _help them carry out upprvved.P:Q]eCuS. These. arrangements
ensure sound technical support for UNICEF-aided programmes.
Much of the aid given by UNICEP would not be practicable without
the broader preparatory work .that the teohnlcal agen01es have
‘oarried out in their specialigzed fields: "

'§i”' UNICEF and the United Nations technical agericies alsd co-ordinate
‘-ﬁhelr aotlvitles, so far as possible, with bilateral aid given by Varlous
';governmente or &roups of governments for programmes diréctly or:

indirectly affecting children.
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Government matching

6. The Governments assisted are requifed to make locél'provision of
supplies, buildings, labour, and personnel, and they carry full
responsibility for administration of thé projects. The local resources
thus made available are known in UNICEF terminology a8 "Matching |
funds". The "matching pr1n01ple" is fundamental to UNICEF'S operation
and has the effect of obtaining a higher prlorlty for'ohild cars
services and a greater share of the country's resources. The monetary
expression of government matching is only a-partial measure of its
value. In recent years, governments have provided on the.averhgé an
equivalent of US§2.50 in matching funds‘for every $1.00 éllocate&"

by UNICEF., The UNICIF Dresutive Board bas, however, taken

the view that considerable flexibility should bé given to the applioca-
tion of the matching principal in;cbnﬁexion'with'aid torthe newly
independeht countrieé ofiAfrica-where the needs are genérally;far

out.of propertion to the local resources.

60uﬁtributions 10 UNICEF'frdm Africa

T. The.desire of African countries not‘bnly to participate in

benefits from UNICEF but also to contribute to the UNICEF central

fund within the limits of their modest economies is now clearly eiﬁresseds
twentyuthreé‘governments on the continent of Africa have made?or pledged
dontributions to UNICEF in recent years (see Annex II).

Asslstance to current ErO]ects

8. The table on the follow1ng page shows UNICEF project aid
approved in the past two years, and 1ndicates the percentage of aid

g01ng to each type of programme.‘
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Currently assisted programmes

9. The earliest efforts of UNICEF in Africa were predominantly in
the‘field‘of mass disease control. In the past few years, however,

there haé been accelerated pace in the development of nutrition

projects and a rapidly increasing demand for help in basic health services,

family welfare and education.

10. Basic health services:  The table on the previous page shows that

over 37 per cent of UNICEF aid approved for the African continent in 1960

and 1961 has been for basic health services and tralnlng. By the end of
1960 UNICEF had helped 26 countries and territories <o organlze 1 3526
health centres to provide maternal and child health and welfare serviced.
In relation to the total population lacking such services, this is atill
only a modest flgure. A marked increase of activity in this field was
evident in the requests from African éouhtries to the December 1961
session of the.Execﬁtive Board which madé allocations to twelve basio
HCH projects in Africa, including seven new projects for which aid had
not previously been asked. UNICEF helps make it possible for the
governmsnts to expand thesé services by providing teaching: equipment and,
in qerﬁaln instances, stipends for trainees and grants for payments 1o
1nstructorslfor the training of both brofessional and auxiliary personnel

wno will be needed in increasing numbers.

L. . Ziicase control: Almost 32 per cent of UNICEF aid to Africa in the

past two years has been for disease.control, Of the $23 million allocated

for such projects, about 40 per cent has been for leprosy contrel

prajects which now provide treatment for over 900,000 patients, or 55 per
cent of the estimated total of 1,650,000 cases in Africa. Assistance

for:yaws and syphilis control campaigns represents almost 20 per cent of

total aid for disease control. Yaws control campaigns are now active in
& vast area of West and Central Africa and in Ethiopia. Over 16,6000,000
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Dersons have been freated so far, or about two-thirds of all known cases
in Africa. The pattern of UNICEF' s assistance in disease control has been
to combat the major endemic diseases by special mass campaigns carried

out by mobile teams. Control campaigns have now progressed to the point
whers, as indicated above, governments can direct iﬂcreased attention

to the establishment of permanent health services. Anounts allocated

for malaria control in 1960 and 1961 represent abou 16 per cent of the

" total for disease control. Results in thig field have been rather _
discouraging since, despite the protection afforded by residual spraying
of insecticides, effective methods of arresting transmission in countries

south of the Sahara have not been demonstrated on a wide scale.

12. Emphasis oh training: In June 1961 the UNICEF Executive Board

adopted a policy which broadens the scope of UNICEF aid for training and
"allows it %o be used more exten51vely for gtaff in all the varlous fields
of services for children, and for all levels of work - plannlng, dlrectlng,
teachlng, profe5310nal and auxiliary. U?IC?W can thus partlclpate in
tralnlng from prlmary school through unlver51ty and postugraduate
tralnlng. It can offer mater1a1 and f1nanc1al aid to a wide wvariety of
tralnlng 1nst1tut10ns or special training cburses. It can, if necessary,
help pay for teachers and for students. In many projects assisted by
UNICEF in AFrlca, as much as 40 ner cent of UWICmr aid is directed to
uralnlng. An 1mnortant beglnnlng in paedlatxlc tralnlng at the University
‘level was made in 1959 at the Makerere University in Kampala. A first
step in training of African nutritionists ﬁas taken this year with the
organization of a course in Iekar for the training of Frencnespeaking
- persamnel. It ip planned to extend and widen this method. ngrioﬁltUral
extension and nutrition, (regional as well as country seminars) are being
‘Planned; numerous agricultural extension, nutrition and home economics
fellowshipa are .to bé granted and consultants and lecturers in these
subjects are to be provided. Several projects are under comsideration in
other .countries for the strengthening of existing training facilitie's and
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‘for eiﬁansion to offer new courses. There is no doubt that the shortage
of" adequately trained African staff will continue for many years, and that
the role of UNICEF in stimulating and strengthenlng training programmes will
continue to be very important.

13. Femily and child welfare: The amounts of UNICIF aid for mothercraft
and homecraft projects and for the promotion of social services for

children have beén relatively small, but the resulting expansion of work
in these fields is being widely recognized and sppreciated by the govern-
ments, as is the valué of training of mothers and young women in ways to

.- improve child ocare and family life, both as homemakers. and as leaders

in their villages, = The programmes thus far developed are rooted in the
needs :and: social structure of the countries themselves and are in no sense
imposaed or transplanted from outside. - The homecraft and mothercraft.
projects reflect the spontaneous demands of African women for a more
effectlve role 1n their societies. Although international aid'of"%his type
is comparatlvely new there is already ev1denoe of its congtructive
influence. Two projects belng sgsisted in Afrloa have the obaectlve of
impfoving services for the care of delinquent or unemployed boys and giris
and the trainigg of youth leaders. | |

14. Nutrition: Aid to nutrition projects represents about 19 per cent of
the total assistance approved in 1960 and 1961. It should be noted :
that UNICDF gives also, for child feeding prosects substant1a1 quantitxes
of cost-free milk powder (prov1ded by the United States and Canadlan

Governments), UNICEF paying only the ocean freight,

s015. UNICEF is assisting milk conservation projects in Sthiopia, Kenya,

Nigeria, Tanganyika and the United Arab Republic. These projects are
aimed at providing free milk to selected mothers and children, cheap
and safe milk to -the rest of the population and méinly to low income
groups. In the long run they may be viewed as an important adjunct to

programmes of nutrition education. In Kenya, a new project was approved
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. 1n December 1961 to establlsh 50 small mllk collectlon units in V111ages
and to dlstrlbute mllk 1n the v111ages. There 1s a ready outlet for

) mllk in Afrlca 1f it can be made avallable at low cost. Almost all the
‘mllk from Kenya centres will be dlstrlbuted 1n the 1mmed1ate v101n1ty

of the collection centres.

i '116 Varlous proteln—rlch foods, based on locally produced staples

such as malze, millet and groundnuts, are the ba31s of exper1mentation
g01ng forward in varlous countrles of Afrlca, and acceptablllty“tests

and promotlon campalgns are belng conducted W1th UNICEF a331stance.

114 Education: Aid to .education has been ‘very llmlted up : to the present.
-Only one.project is being assisted, but more are being prepared. UNICEF
 assigtance in these cases has been directed chiefly to health and

nutrition aspects of primary education. e

Firther

ortunities for assistance _
18,7 In June:1961 the Bxecutive Board decided to broaden ite approach

in assistance to- children’s problems.and.te :give greater recognition

to the views and priorities which Zovernments themselves placed on ..

" the needs of their ‘children. The Board encouraged the staff to-aid: . i

countries to make surveys of their.children's needs and to help'them'

., - plan programmes designed to meet those needs wherever p0531hle ‘a8 an

integral part of broader economic and soclal devalopment.

1§,  With- population growth, the needs.of African ch1ldrenxwi11
inevitably incretse in coming years. The. child-population under- 15
years of age in the countries and territories of Africa.assisted by
UNICEF:may be exﬁected to 1ncrease by 1965 to over 86,1 million. Apart
from.inadequate nutrltlon and the varlety of dlseases Whlch threaten
child healtk from the time of birth, there are many factors involvgd in
child welfare policy which must be part of a broader policy for the

..welfare of the family and of:thergommunlty as a whole. Gomprehensive
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studies of the needs of children have been made in the past year by

several countries and territories of Africa, end others are in process.

20. During the recent past, the rapid political and administrative
changes on the ATlrican continent have to some extent slowed down the
rate of progress of UNICEF aided projects as new governmental
administrations took over. Although UNICKEF allocations to Africa have
been increasing each year, efforts {o expand aid have been obstructed
by the fact that many of the ccunirics. had only recently become in-
dependent and their governmenis were faced with the problems of setting
up new governmental machinery, developing the economic facilities of
the country, and training personnel to plan and carry out programmes.
The shertage of young perscns with a basic education has made it
difficult to train staff in adequate numbers for» health, nutrition
and social welfare services and the governments are faced with the

competing claims of the various ministries for budgetary funds.
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AWNEX I

UNICEF Aid to the Continent of Africa
1o January 1962

TN

Sl UNICEF Assistance
SV in US$000

Algeria (French Depts. of)

Trachoma S 18a50 0
Total 21.3
Basutoiénd : , .
4B control 5944
Immunization , 18,8
Nutrition education S 64.0
Total 152.3
Beohuanﬁlah&'
¥ilaws 27 l6. e
*Inmuni zation e 15.0
Freight .
Total 4%.1
Belgihﬁﬂﬂbngo and Buanda Urundi
kPeeding .. 169.5
Freight 247
Total 194.2
Cameroun S L =
NCH . . 36.2
Nalaria control S L 244.6
Leprosy - 124.2 :
Freight - ) 41.7
Total 459.0
Central African Republic ‘
Leprosy ‘ 72.7
Froight o 5
Total I 88.2

&/ Project-includes powdered milk free of cost.
& Assistance completed prior to mid-1961 .,
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Chad

MCH
Leprosy
.~ Freight
Total

Congo {Brazzaville)
Leprosy
Freight
Total
Co Leopoldville
Health services
MCH
Sociel mervices
Emergency feeding
Emergency (vehicles)
Freight
Total
Dahomey
Malaria control
Ya.WS_ B
Leprosy
Nutrition
Feeding
Freight
Total

Zthiopia
MCH
Environmental Sanitation
Socisl services
¥ Malaria eradication
% BCG
m P
Yo S
Leprosy
Trachoms
Feeding
Child nutrition
MiIK conservation
Nutrition education
Freight
Total

a/ Project includes powdered milk free of cost
X Assistance completed prior to mid~1961,

UNICEF Assistance
in US§000

83.5%/

101.6

15.8
300.9

41.7
—et

187.0
62,0
20.6
306.0
384.5
6'
1,007.0

. 175.8 .
- 1,430.7
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o UNICEF Assistance
French Equatorial Africa .~ (in_US3600)
Yaws : - 137-1 a
Leprosy = 197.3
% Feeding ‘ 44.8
Freight
Total 424-7
French West Afrioca R
Yaws S 2% T
Leprosy 531.4
Feeding 6'5'/
Freight o Aw.d
Total 213.0
French Hest Afr1ca, Cameroons and Togoland
Malaria ‘ oo . 2 288 0
Total
Gabon
TTMCE
Leprosy
Freight .
Total
Gombia - -
MCH =
. Leprosy - 2ot
* Teeding 8-45/
Freight - —ALle5
Total 99.5
Gbana ~ -
CHeL - 231.7%/
Hothercraft and homecraft 6.8
% Malaria . T 6.6
IIB ...m'_,".. B P 63 -\0 EN
Yaws 220 |4
Loprosy 12432 .
T g a-ht . 82.1 B
Total _ T8G9 8-
Guinca - '7q7 ' L
THUCH 8.4
Bavironmental sanitation SR 3 £ S
Yaws y . 36.3
Leprosy ' '
Freight - A
Total

a/ Project includes powdered milk free of cost.
% Assistance completed prior to mid-1961.
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Ivo gx Coast
Social services

Mothercraft and homecrafi
Yaws - )
Teprosy " e
ﬂutrltion education
Freight

Total

Environmmental sanitation
Community development
% Malaria .
™ .
Nutrition survey and training
Milk -conservation
Freight
Total

Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda
Malaria =~ = -
Freight
Total

Liberia -
JUIH:| -
Malaria -
Yaws/malaria
Yaws
Freight. . .
T@tal‘ ‘
Iibya = .
MCH 7 . .':_" -
# BCG Ve
TR -
Feedlng ;j“
Putrltiop education

I'reig
Tot -~
J

Madagascar.hn
MCH ...

Leprosy
Freight
Total .

a/ Project includes powdered milk free of cost.
%  Assistance completed prior to wid-196l.

UNICEF Agsistance
in US$000
88.5
45.5
T0.0

19.1
- 104.2: -

1.0

774.&‘-‘/
143.1
173.8
58.7
151.1
2105 )
287.0

G %éé;g;f'iﬁi'
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UNICEF Assistance

Freight
.. Total
Niger:
MCH - !
Leprosy
“Feeding
Freéight
Total
Nigeria
MCH
Mothercraft and homecraft
Malaria
% BCG
EB .
Yaws s
Leprosy
Feeding
Milk conservation
Freight
Total

Q/ Project includes powdered milk free of cost.
® Assistance completed prior to mid-1961.,

. I in US$000
C Mali
Leprosy 95;9::':
Preight 17.
- Total 200.0
Mauritania -
La“prosy ’ lO.OE/
% Emergency feeding S s §
- Freight L 23.9
Total | 71200
Mauritius
HCH . 29;35/
% Immunization '3.22/
k Emergency aid o900~
Freoight <300
T Total 92.5
Morogco™ -
MCH 263.1
Community Development 21.6
X BCG 281.6
Syphilis control 1432.,8
Trachoma 43%:5
Futrition education - 18.8
_Emergency (refugees) 253.1
Bergency (misc. ) 78.6
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UNICEF Assistance

__ in US$000
Northern Rhodesis B
*MCH 23.9
Freight 30
O TTotal 2%.9
Nyasaland S
% MCH 46-.03/
_Mothercraft and Homecraft - 33-0“/.

. Freight ST 9,8 -
Pl T

Ruands Urundi (under Belgian admin.

— MCH 88.8 "
Freight 6.2
o otal S TERO
St. Hélena S,
Foeding 1038/
Freight 4.0
Senegal :
HCE
‘Environmental sanitation
Mglaria
Leprosy
Freight
ﬁt Total
Seychelles.
MCH .-
Freight
- Total
Sierra lecne Ly
MCH ~15.,
Environmental sanitation - 30.0
Mothercraft and homecraft 70.8
Yaws ; 99.4: "
Leprosy 29.5:
Freight : . _25.0
. Total 270.2

2/ Project includes powdered milk free of ocost.
% Assistance completed prior to mid-1961,




T

Somalisa. -
MCH ..
Malaria control
TB control
# Feeding
% BEmergency feeding
Freight
Total
Southerh Rhod331a
% Malaria
Freight
Motal

Sudan
MCH
% Malarla eradication
% BCG- ——e,nm
Trachoma
Freight
Tntal

Swazi and
TB ¢ontrol
Feeding -
Freight
Total.

Tangggxika
MCH . -
Community development
Milk ,conssrvation
% Emergency feedlng
Freight' |
Total

Togéaé*f%
MCH.:
Malarla control
Yaﬂs ~
Fre&ght
Total

s
.‘F‘

a/ Project includes powdered milk free of cost.
% Assistance completed prior to m1d—l96l. .

St s S e g b e e
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UNICEF Assistanoce
{in US#OOOJ._;WM
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Tunigia =~ .
MCH
& Mothercraft and homecraft
Xk BCG
TB T
Trachoﬁ&'
A Feading'
Nutrition education
Energondy:-{refugees)
Freight’
Total

Ugands
MCH

Social mervices
Community development

Leprosy - ..
Tutrition education
Freight.
Total.

United - Arab Bepubllc
TMCE '
Social services

A Malaria. . -

% DDT production

x BCG
e e
Trachoma
Bilharziasis

Nutrltlon survey
Miik conservatlon
i Emergencmes
Freight =
Totad~ - -
Upper Volta
MCH
Malaria
Leprosy .
Feeding
Primary education
Preight
Total

gt

SUTPRRER T €l o
a/ Project includes powdered'ﬁi&f’fﬁéécﬁf cost.
% Assistance completed prior to mid-1961.

UNICEF Assistance
in US8000

149.6
55.5. - .
97.1

1182.8

30547

166.3

481 37




Zanzibar

MCH

Malaria

Freight
Total

Regional

Nutrition seminar
Paediatric training (Bast Africa)
Training, Agriculture, Nutrition and
Home Economios
% TB Survey Team
Total

% Assistance comgleted prior to mid-1961.

E/CN.14/155
Annex I
Page 9

UNICEF Assistance
in US$000

9.5
267,
280
305.3

42.0
104.0

500.0

it
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ANNEX 11

Contributions to UNICEP from
countries and territories on the Continent of Africa
as of 21 December 1961

1959 1960 1961
Chad - - o/ 8,065
Congo (Brazzaville) - 3,930% 3,930a/
Dahomey - 5,000 -
Ethiopis 12,000 18,000 18,000
Gabon - 5,000 102
Gambia - 1,680 560
Chana 14,000 16,800 16,8008/
Guinea - 8,097 -
Liberia 5,000 5,000 5,000
Libya - T,000 -
Madagascar - - 5y000a/
Mali - - 5,000
Morooco 17,887 17,921 -
Niger - 24041 -
Nigeria - 21,000 -
Sierra leone 280 280 -
Somalia - - 3,0008/
Sudan 10,000 94969 9,978
Tunisia 8,160 8,160 -
Ugenda - - 2,800
Union of South Africa - 23,000 30,040
United Arab Republic 106,907 106,908 106,907
Upper Volta - 34061 3,061 &/

&/ Pledged
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AMNEX_IIT

UNICEF sid to Africa for training, 1961

During 1961 the UNICEF Executive Board approved assistance for African
countries for 28 projects involving traluing and education. Of the total of
$4,760,000 approved for African projects during the year, about one third was
for education and training in maternal and child health, nutrition, soclal

services, mothercraft and homecraft, disease control and wilk conservation.

For the largest «f these projects a total of $1,345,009 was epproved for
s three-year period to help countries extend and orient their agriculture and
home economics extension services to include the teaching of human autrition,
in particular the production and consumption of foods required for yeung
children.

By type of project, the allocations approved for training and education

were as follows:

Besic maternsl and child health $596, 800
Social services 76,900
Mothercraft and homecraft 176,700
Disease control 13,600
Nutrition education 659,300
Milk conservation 53,408
Total . $1,576,700

Tt is expected that governmental requests for assistance in training and
education will inerease. A number of govermment propwsals are under discussion

jointly with UNESCO with reference to varlous aspects of primary and secondary
educstion.





