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A intfdduction l

"1l The ides of the World Plan of Actlon arose as. a consequence ‘of the

- General Assembly. resolutlon 1944(XVIII) in which the Assenbly requested

the United Nations Advisory Committee o the Appllcatlon of Science and
Technology to Deévelopment (UNACAST) t6 examlne the p0551b111ty ot esue,'hl:l_elcl-~
ing a programme of international co—operatlon in geience and technology for
the economic and social development of the developing countriess ~The-
Advisory Committee in its third report (?/4178) presented the view that

such a programme of international co—operation in science. and’ technolozy
would be more- suitably undertaken within. the framework of a World Plan of
Action. thch would be primarily directsd towards bulldlng up, in developing -
ﬁcountrles, the infrastructure necessary for the application of science and
technology and would include programmes of concerted attack to molve certain
_problems of partlcular importance %o these ‘countries. . :

24 Followlng the‘ submission of the- third report, ECOR0C in 1ts
resolution 1155(XLI) approved the proposals of the Adv1sory Committee that

a Wcrld Plan of A¢tion should be prepared and the General Asmembly by its

resolution 2318(KXII) adopted the resolution of ECCSOC ahd confirmed the
ohgectlves of the World Flan of Action as contalned in -the ECOSQC resolution.
~In the same reeolutlon, the General Assembly. requested that in the prepara—
tlon of the Plan.the regional aspects should be properly taken into considera-
tion and that the World Plan of Action itsself should be prepared as a closely
co—ordlnated port1on of the Second Development Decade. '
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3. In the preparation of the Plan; the Advisory Committee has been
guided by a number of general principles as follows: : '

{a) The World Plan of .Action should be considered as a part of the
Second Develcpment Decade Plan which should benefit specially
from the initiative and from the action of the United Nations
system of organigations in its preparation and implementetion;

(b) That the World Plan of Actior should be a Plan of Action as -
' distinct from an indicative plan.’ This implies that the WPA
should be elaborated by the United Nations system right down .
ta the leavel of programmes and individual projects in sp601f1ed
countries;

(e) That the World Plan of Action should receive special financial
support from United Nations development aid funds in terms of
getting action started on iis implementation. It is not expected
that the United Nations can prov1de all-the funds neceggary for
the implementation of the plan, but United Nations fuads can aot

. ' as seed-money for getting action gtarted and therefore considera—

: tion should be given for providing such financial support. :

4.  In fulfilment of Ceneral Assembly resolution 2318(XXIX) and eariier
resolutions of the United Nations, the Advisory Committee has now prepared
the plan document for the World Plan of Action. ‘The World Plan of Action
document is in two volumeés which deal primarily with the areas for special
action and with &ecforal ‘priorities in rine sectors. -It will be presented.

‘to the flfty—flrst session of ECOSCC for consideration and approval end for
o transm1551on to the General Assembly.

-
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5. The prlnclpal obgectlves of the World Plan of Actlon are°
(a) To. assist the developlng countrmes Ain bulldlng the necessary
infrastructure of institutions, national or regional, and.
training the’ neoessary skilled persounel on;which their capablllty '
to apply-science and technology to development 1n their countries
will depend,

(b)) To promote a- more effectlve appllcatlon of ex1st1ng sclentlflc-
" knowlédge and technology in the development of the less. developed
. countries, and, with. that in view,. to improve the . arrangements
for the transfer and adoption of knowledge and technology already
available in more .developed countries; at the same time to develop
“'a c¢limate in- developing countries more favourable to the adopiion
of” 1nnovat10ns in the technlques of productlon, :
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ﬂr(o)"lncrea51ngly to focus +hé" attention and. to moblllze the efforts
o of. scientists and: research organlzatlons, in: hlghly developed
.,countrles as well as in the developlng countries, on. problems
-, the solution of whlch will be of special benefit to the develop—
Cing countrles and to encourage co—operatlon of developed and
developlng countries to this end; :

" (d)  To promote a greater knowledge among Governménts, the .scientific -
" and- technological community, -the: general public and egpecially
. young people in developed as well as. developlng oountrles, of the
Tpﬂneed of the developlng countrlee for 301ence end technology.

6. The World Plan when fully elaborated w111 be inm terms of action to be

1mplemented by the United Fations syetem with targete for natlonal pollclee
and for action by developlng and advanced countries. It will consist of two

__;flvemyear plans which will be co—ordlnated ‘with the Second Development
- Decade and W111 teke account of the poss1b111t1es of multlnatlonal co— -
ioperatlon. : ‘

Plan Structure ,_Q

e

'?..' The global PLAN RWPORT which is now ready is in. two parts. The first
_lpart deals with the general subject of national 1nst1tut10nal 1nfrastructure
on which a eelf-sustalnlng effort Tor the utlllzatlon of scienceé and

technology can be’ based. " This part also selects the pr1or1ty areas for '

:'research to obtain new knowledge and for the appllcatlon of existing -
knowledge to the solution 6f development’ prcblems. ‘The flret part 1ncludee

propesals for further elaboration of the Plan into programmes and progects.
It also deals with the all—lmportant queetlon of 1mplementet10n and the

!'need ‘for - fundlng, partlcularly with a proposal to earmark a minimum level
o of flnanolal assistance tOWards 1mp1ementat10n to be prov1ded from Unlted :
' Natlons resources durlng the SecOnd Development Decade. ' .

80 The second part of the global PLAN REPORT contalns eectorel propoeals.

This part deale with the problems, the needs and typlcal programmee

,Suggeeted under the nine sectors 1nto whlch the PLAN ‘has been subdlvidedt
The nine sectors ate: - S,

(a) Soience-development* pOllCleS and 1nst1tut10ns,
(v) .801ence -and technology educatlon, ' |
_ (é) 'Natnral reeources,_' '
‘(d);J?ood*and'agriculture;
.'.‘(e)' lnduetry;‘ _
_(f) Transport and telecommunlcatlons, o
.‘“(é) dHou51ng, bulldlng end urban develcpment,
(h) Healths ' '
(i) Popoletion.f
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‘9., A chapter has been devotedlto‘eaoh sector. The tenth chapter of the

gecond part of the PLAN REPORT draws attention to the potential benefits
to be derived from a number of" HGW'technologles properly applied in a
number of problem-~areas where they are: partlcularly relevant and c¢anh provide

f-qulcker results, sometimes with' 1mproved ‘geonomy. The new technologies e
-dlsoussed are nuclear technology, space technology and computer technology.

[ TRy

World Plan of Aotlon

N

1@ Withln ‘the framework provlded by the global report the WPA 15 to be

‘further elaborated into regional plans of action. There will be three

separate régional plans for Africa, Asia and latin: America and these are
t0 be prepared by the ‘regional economic commissions.. ' Thé reglonal plans

‘will set targets and define. programmes in each sector of the World Plan:

" of Action for'the region. concerned. < These regional plans will then form’
+“the framework for the:preparation of country plans and for the 1dentif10a—
_ tlon of reglonal ‘and oountry progects. :

Fundlng and Implementatlon of the Wbrld Plan of Actlon\

'11. A plan of the scope and magnitude of the World Plan of :Action W111

require considerable resources in terms of funds and specialized exPertlse

40 implement it, more than can be provided by any individual developlng .
" gountry; or by the United Nations alone. It.is envisaged that resourdes

will be sought from developed countries and from United Nations agencies
which provide technical and financial 3551stance for: develoPment, in '

addltlon to resources to be prov1ded by eaoh country.

—512.. However, ‘it has ‘been empha51zed by the Adv1sory Committee that the

United Natlons should, provide 1n1t1at1ng action to start off” 1mplementatlon

" and this is the import of the last two chapters of Part I of the global
~World Plan of Action Report. The most notable proposal of the Advisory -

Commlttee in these last “two chapters is that the United Natione set apart
a fund, for support of implementation, of the order of US$125 million

"annually ‘during the years of the Second Development Decade. This proposal
~1s to be placed before ECOSOC a+% 1ts:f1ftyhf1rst meeting in July for

approval'and onward transmission to the 'General Assembly se3310n thls year.



