
UNITED NATIONS

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Staff Member on Mission Peter G. Robleh

Purpose of Mission: Preparation WTO Ministerial Conference -

Briefing for the Malawian Delegation to the

Conference

Venue of Mission: 18 August 2003

Blantyre, Malawi

Citation ofActivity Programme: Regional advisory service



Malawi National Meeting in Preparation for the 5th WTO Ministerial
Meeting in Cancun, Mexico

18 August 2003

Blantyre, Malawi

The Seminar was officially opened by the Minister of Commerce and

Industry of the Government of Malawi, Honourable Sam Mpasu, M.P.

The objective of the Seminar was to enhance knowledge on the Doha

Development agenda and preparation for the forthcoming WTO Ministerial

Conference with the main aim of strengthening the negotiating capacity of

the Malavvian Delegation to the Conference as well as assessing the impact

of liberalization on the economy of Malawi.

Assessing the key and strategic trade issues entailed in the Doha

Development agenda and stock taking on the status of the implementation of

the agreed commitments during the Doha Round has been a subject of major

preoccupation an intense discussion in various forms at the regional and

national level particularly among the developing and least developed

countries in the preparation for the. 5th WTO Ministerial Conference in

Cancun, Mexico, 10-14 September 2003.



The seminar conducted in Malawi was hence one of such

undertakings. The participants were comprised of senior staff of the Ministry

of Commerce and Industry, the private sector and civil society at large.

Delegates of UNCTAD and ECA serviced the Conference as presenters,

participants and resource persons.

In reviewing the Doha work programme, the participants endorsed the

idea that the Doha Development Agenda remains essentially the best route

for alleviating poverty and that development issues must be placed at the

center of its work programme. In this respect, the Seminar assessed critically

implementation made in the key and strategic issues of the work programme

and also made a call for the democratization or reforming the multilateral

trading system in order to remove existing imbalances.

With respect to the Doha work programme the Seminar explored the

following key issues:

(a) Agriculture

(b) Special and differential treatment

(c) Implementation issues

(d) Trade in Services

(e) Market access for non-agricultural products

(f) Trips and public health

(g) Trade related aspects of intellectual property rights



(h) Singapore issues, as well as other issues of the programme

including rules, regional trade agreements, dispute

settlement, debt, capacity building etc.

The thrust of the discussion however was made on agriculture as this

sector constitutes a lion's share of Africa's export to the world markets. The

high import tariff, tariff peaks and escalation, and imposition of other price-

based measures on agricultural import is seen as the most debilitating factor

and barriers against African exports.

The participants assailed the havoc which domestic support, export

subsidies and barriers to market access, wreak on African exports. The trade

distonionery results of such unfair trading exercise contained under the US

farm bill and the European Commission Agricultural Policy (CAP) has been

cited as most distorting. Not only was their elimination called for but it was.

expressed that compensatory mechanism for lost incomes must be

established.

The participants called for a level playing field in this respect and

underscored how the developed world's policy of "you liberalise, we

subsidise" by major trading countries continues to devastate the lives of

millions of African farmers.

Furthermore, the factors mitigating against diversification of African

manufactured and value added processed goods ranging from Phyto-



sanitary, the rules of origin and lack of infrastructure or the prohibitive cost

of transportation were discussed thoroughly.

Another area of major discussion was that of TRIPS and Public-

Health issues. It is evident that grave public health challenge continue to

afflict many developing countries and least developing countries. The

Seminar underscored the commitment in the Doha declaration for the

implementation of the TRIPS Agreement and the public's right.to protect

public health and promote access to medicine for all.

Of prime concern in this respect are the deadly triads of HIV/AIDS,

Tuberculosis and Malaria. It was the fervent hope of the participants that

agreement on patenting of generic drugs would be reached before Cancun.

On Singapore issues, i.e. investment, competition, trade facilitation

and transparency in government procurement, the participants and in line

with the agreed position of pan ACP trade negotiations, the position adopted

was that these issues be tabled for future negotiations for African countries

have neither the capacity nor the resource to negotiation on Singapore

issues.

In conclusion, the one day Seminar served as a refresher for issues

contained in the Doha Work Programme, as a stock taking of the progress

made thus far on the implementation of the agreed commitments during the

Doha Development Round.



It was concluded that regrettably there has been too little progress

made thus far on key and strategic issues of the Doha Development Work

Programme.

The Seminar adjourned with participants affirming their support and

solidarity for the negotiating positioning of the AC? groups of States.


