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The twenty-fifth session of the Economic Commission for Afiica and sixteenth meeting of the 
ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for economic devefopment and planning was held at Tripoli, 
the Great Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya under the overall theme "Africa in the 1990s: 
Marching Forward with the Transformation on the African Economy" at the invitation of the Great 
Jamahiriya. The meeting was opened at a solemn ceremony on 15 May 1990 at the Peopk's Congress 
Hall by His Escellency Staff Major Abdu Salam Ahnled Jaloud, Member of the Misto~ical Leadership 
of the Great A1 Fate11 Revolution. 

A message from the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Mr. Javiez Perez de Cuellnr, was 
read to the Conference by Mr. Antoine Blanca, Director-General for Development and International 
Economic Co-operation of the United Nations. Formal addreszes were also delivered at the opening 
ceremony by Professor Adebayo Adedeji, LTnited Nations Under-Secretary-General and Esecutive 
Secretary of ECA, Ambassador B.N. Dede, Assistant SecletalY-General of the Organization of African 
Unity, and Comrade hlersie Ejigu, Minister of Planning of the People's Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia, outgolng Chairman of the Commission. 

On its last day, the confdrence had the distinguished honour and privilege of being addressed 
by H.E. Mr. Nelson Mandela, Deputy President of the African National Congtess on recent 
developments in South Africa particularly on the ongoing negotiations between his organization and 
the Government on the dismantling of apartheid. It will be recalled that the 4 X C  is one of national 
liberation movements recognized by ECA. The Conference was also addre~sed by hlr. 11. Saby, 
Chairman of the Commission on International Co-operation and Development of the European 
Parliament on Europe 1992, and the recent Lome IV Convention. 

The meeting unanimously elected Dr. Lofti Farhat, Sec~etary of Planning of Libya as Chairman. 
He was assisted by a Bureau composed of the following other elected officets: Mr. D.N. hlt$&g, 
Deputy-Minister, Botswana, First Vice Chairman; Mr. Ndanga Badel, Deputy-Minister of Planning and 
Territory Management, Cameroon, Secondvice-Cbaiman; and, Mr. hlichel Kamano, Director-General 
of Planning at the Ministry of Planning and Co-operation, Guinea, Rapporteur. 

The following 34 States members of the Commission took part in the meeting, represented by 
their Ministers responsible for economic development and planning, hfinisters Plenipotentiary, and 
other plenipotentia~ies: Algesia, Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, the Gambia, Guinea, Kenya, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, 
Malawi, hfali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, the 
Sudan, Tchad, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zaile. 

The meeting was also attended by obse~vers representing the folloning eight States Members 
of the United Nations but not members of the Commission: China. Flance. German Democ~atic 
Republic, India, the Netherlands. Hungary, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Sweden. 

The Organization of African Unity, as well as most United Nations bodies and specialized 
agencies, several intergovernmental and notl-gove~nmentnl o~ganizations including seve~al ECA- 
sponsored institutions, were represented in an observer capacity. The Holy See was also represented. 

The meeting was the culmination of six separate ECA intergovernmental meetings which were 
also held in Tripoli during the course of the previous two weeks as follows: the ninth meeting of the 
Intergovernmental Committee of Experls of Afiican Least Developed Countries ( ? - ~ 4  May)! the elewnth 
meeting of the African Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of V'omen in 
Development (6-10 May), the eleventh meeting of the Technical Preparato~y Committee of the n'hole 
(TEPCOW), (5-13 May), the tenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of Af~ican Least 1)eveloped 
Countries (14-15 May), the follow-up Committee of the EC.4 hlultinational Programming and 
Operational Centre (MULPOC) of North Africa (14-15 May) and the meeting of the hliniste~inl 
Follow-up Conlmittee of Ten of the Af~ican Ministers responsible for human resources planning, 
development and utilization 114-15 May). The Governing Council of the EC.4-sponsored African 
Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP) also met in Tripoli during the period. 

Several factors had converged to make the thenle of the Confexence Africa in the 1990s: 
Marchinz Forward aith the Transformation of the Afiican Economy and the session itself, pal titularly 



significant. The session took place at the crossroads in time when Afiica %'as bidding farewell to the 
tumultuous decade of the 1930s and ushering in tlie dawn of the muchtalked about decade of the 
1990s. It also took place exactly one year since tlie African Alternative Framework to Stmctural 
Adiustment Programmes for Socio-Economic Recovery and Tratlsformation (AAF-SAP) ~vas adopted 
in the historic Joint Conference of African 'finisters o f  Finance and hIiiiisters of Economic 
Development and Planning in April 1989, by the ,%ican Heads of State and Gowmment at the 
Summit hIeeting of the Organization of African Vnity in July and by tlie General Assembly of the 
United Nations at its forty-fourth Session in Noveniber 1989. 

The session reviewed Africa's oterall socio-economic performance during the decade of the 
1930s and the prospects and challenges facing the continent in the 1990s. It viewed nith great concem 
tlie results of the past decade and expressed dete~mination that the 1990s must be an ela of sustained 
and su~taitiable self-~eliant gronth. development and t~ansformation on the hasis of UF-SAP and not 
another decade of adjustment. The unfolding developments in the international economic and political 
environment makes this an imperati~e and u~gent  task. 

In this connection, the Conference observed nith satisfaction that AAF-SAP had set the new 
perspectives on Aftican development problen~s and priorities and had set the Ftage f o ~  the forniulation 
and implementation of national economic policy arid reform measules based on the sound frarnevork 
of adjustment with transfomiation. Equally noted with satisfaction was the tremendous build-up of 
consensus around AAF-SAP as the continent's launching pad and strategy by which the dichotomy 
between short-term structural adjustment concerns and long-tenn development goals. nhich 
characterized the decade of the 1980s and the beleagured African economy. had been removed. 

.At stake %as tlie need for the urgent implementation of MF-SAP at the national lebel and the 
formulation of appropriate policy instruments. In this regard, the Conference consideled three 
coniprehe~isive studies on policy instruments f o ~  the operationalizatio~i of MF-SAP. ahich xere 
prepared by the secretariat; namely, multiple exchange rate systems; selective credit-control and 
differential interests late policy; and, ag~icultural production subsidies and other ptice support measules 
for increased food self-sufficiency. The studies provided a critical examination of the feasibilit~-. design 
and the modalities for the practical application of these instruments under Afiican conditions. 

The Conference welcomed the studies and recommended their widest dissemination. It stressed 
the need to consider all the three policy instruments in a general frame~vork along nith other relevant 
factors including those of a political nature. It noted that, on the xhole, generalized devaluation was 
not a solution to ensure the transformation of tlie economy, and that production subsidies were 
required to stimulate production for greater food self-sufficiency. While it xas  recognized that most 
African countries faced difficult situations in applying some of the policy instruments, member States 
were urged to muster the required political will to implement the needed refom~s if the required 
transformation were ever to be realized. 

The Conference was emphatic on the expressed awareness that sustained development and 
transformation cannot take place without putting the people first. The foundation for self-~wliant and 
internally self-sustaining processes of development is people's participation. It accordingly ivelcomed 
with enthusiasm, the outcome of the International Conference on Popular Participation in the Recuvely 
and Development process in Africa held in Asusha, Llnited Republic of Tanza~iia, from 12 to 16 
February 1990 under the auspices of ECA and the Inter-Agency Task Force on the impletnentation 
of TUN-PAAERD and in collaboration ~ i t h  African people's  organization^, the African governments, 
non-governmental organizations and United Nntions agencies. The session unanimously adopted the 
African Charter for Popular Participation in Developoment and Transformation, n.hich was the outcome 
of the Arusha Conference, and reconlmended its submission to the twenty-sixth sesrinn of the 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU, as well as? to the forty-fifth ~ e p l a r  session 
of the General Assembly of the TJnited Nations. It also requested the Executive Secretmy of ECA and 
the Secretaq General of the OAU to disseminate the Charter ~videly and to set up mechanisms for its 
implementation and monitoting at all levels. 



The Conference was concerned that the final review and exaluation of the implementation of 
UN-PMERD which the Geneml Assembly of the United Nations nil1 conduct in 1991, should be an 
occasion for an in-depth appraisal of tlie actions taken by all sides in the implementation of the 
Programme as well as of the measutes that are needed to sustain accelerated g~owvth and development 
in Africa beyond 1991. To that end, it recommended inter alia that mechanisms for the final ~e\ien. 
should be similar to those of the mid-term review of the Programme. The Conference decided that it 
would, itself, address a Special hlen~orandnm to be  prepared at the nest session of the Commission 
to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole that the Conference recommended that the General Assembly 
should establish for the purpose of the final ~eview of the Programme. The Conference ~uged all 
member States to participate actively in the p~eparation of that Special hfemorandum. It also requested 
ECA to mount interdisciplinary fact-finding missions to rnembe~ States during the last quattel of 1990 
to obtain up-to-date information on the implementation of the Programme. In order to habe as up 
to date a review as soon as possible it decided that the n e ~ t  session of the Commission should take 
place in May 1991. 

! 

The session also undertook examination of othet components of the main theme that have 
practical operational implications for Africa's development agenda in the 1930's; namely. Fove~ty 
alleviation and equity; human resources delelopment; capacity building; cleation of an enabling 
environment; population grovdh as a structural constraint: environmental degradation and sustainable 
development; transport and industry; the imperatives of r7egional co-operation and integ~ation; 
establishment of the African Economic Community; increased resource flows, especially, to the least 
developed countries; improved nia~ket access for developing count~y products; and. ~eduction in the 
stock of debt; the effectiveness of tecl~nical assistance plogmmmes in Afiica; t~ade  facilitation; 
integration of women in development; m~rltinational co -operation in fishe~ies development. The 
MULPOCs remain important instmments for the strengthening of subregional co-opelation. The 
Conference reaffirmed their importance, and prepared a n~emorandum to the General Assembly 
containing recommendations for their revitalization. The financial plight of ECA-sponsored subregional 
and regional institutions and ways and means to deal with it was also an important issue. 

The urgency with which practical measures wele called for and proposed at the session in these 
and other areas attested to the fact that this was a continent in a hutry. Delegates were all too awue 
that political dedication and speed was of the utmost essence given Africa's uneniiable position at the 
margin of world's economic scene, and the ongoing politicial and economic re-orientation of Europe, 
the rapid and growing differentiation of third world countries, and the pace with which the 
technological revolution was side-stepping Africa. 

The various strands of the specific questions which mere of immediate concern to the 
Commission in all these aleas were admirably put together in the comprehensive repott of the 
Technical Preparatory Committee of the W11ole (TEPCOW) which had met in T~ipoli from 5 to 13 Rlay 
1990. The session welcomed the escellent p~eparatory work undertaken by the Committee and 
registered its appreciation to the secreta~int for the quality of the backg~ound documents and the 
substantive expert support it had probided under the able leadership of its Euecutile Secreta~y. In all, 
the Session adopted 25 resolutions and one memorandum on tlie issues considered. 

As is the custom, the Conference received and endorsed the report of the t?nth meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries. The Conference focused on the 
preparations for the Second United Nations Conference on the LDCs, to be held in Paiis in September, 
1990. In this regard, it formulated a memorandum on Africa's position on a11 outstanding issues which 
are currently the subject of negotiation in preparation for the Faris Conference and requested the 
Executive Secretaiy of the Commission and the Secretalp-General of the O.4U to submit it to the 
African Heads of State and Government-at their July 1390 Summit meeting for approval alxd 
endorsement. 

<,. ,.&' ;*f 

The Conference also received and -f the report of the fifth meeting of the hlinisterhl ,. 

Follow-up Committee of Ten of the Conference of African hli~xisters-responsible for human resources 
planning, development and utilization. The fifth meeting of that Committee had reviewed recent trends 



in human resources development and utilization and adopted a Regional Framework for Human 
Resources Development in Africa for the decade of the 1990. 

At its closing session, the Conference, expressed its profound gratitude and appreciation to His 
Excellency Colonel Muammar .A-Qaddafi, Leader of the Great Al-Fateh Rei-olution and through him, 
to the people of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for their denerous hospitality and for the excellent 
facilities which had been placed at the disposal of the Confe~ence. 

Done at T~ipoli 
The Great Socialist People's Lib>-an 

Arab Jamahi~iya 
19 May 1990 


