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Introduction

1. Poverty is a multifaceted concept which has been defined in a different number of ways. In

general, it connotes deficiency or insufficiency of acceptable material needs of the people. Some

authors have defined it strictly in an economic sense. For instance, Ravallion (1994) posits that

poverty exists when some people in a given society do not attain a minimum level of economic

well-being set by that society.

2. Other definitions are broader than the one cited above which centres on material

possession. For example, Harrison (1993) identifies the poor to be: deprived in income or assets,

illiterate, malnourished, badly housed, with poor access to education, health care, family planning,

clean water and sanitation. Kingsbury, Brown and Poukouta (1995) have defined poverty as the

state of deprivation of fundamental human needs, such as access to sufficient food and water,

adequate shelter, good health, long life, knowledge and capacity to provide materially for oneself

and family through productive endeavour.

3. From the above definitions we can infer that poor people are vulnerable groups of

individuals who are unable to attain a standard of living that is consistent with acceptable social

norms in a society.

4. Poverty, however, can cover a range, from extreme want of basic necessities to falling

short of having comfortable means (Seal and Bansil, 1992; Magrabi et al, 1991; Harrison,1993).

This implies that the extent of poverty can be absolute and/or relative.

Absolute poverty refers to a level of income that imposes real physical suffering on people with

regard to hunger and disease. While hunger may be the painful focus of absolute poverty, disease

goes hand in hand with it. Relative poverty is in one sense associated with the perceived poverty

by those who fee! psychologically deprived when they compare with the standard of living of

others. It also refers to comparative measures of poverty between individuals and households

based on the distribution of income/expenditure within a country.

Extent of poverty in Africa

5. In many African countries relatively large segments of the population are considered poor.

This has been openly acknowledged in some countries. For example, the Presidential report to the

Ghanaian parliament (January 1995) states that despite the provision of improved access to

education, health care, safe water and other basic social amenities over the past decade, the social

conditions of many people were characterized by low living standards and generally poor quality of

life. It was estimated that more than one-third of Ghanaians lived below poverty line. In Zambia it

was reported that over 50 percent of Zambians whose expenditures in 1991 were below K962

lived below what was termed the "core poor poverty line" (Zambia Daily Mail, 1994). The above

two examples are just illustrative, as there are many more countries in similar if not worse

situations.

6. The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) (1993) estimated that in 1988

about 60 percent, thus about 204 million, of the rural population in Sub-Saharan Africa had

incomes and consumption below nationally defined poverty lines. During the same year out of the

estimated total population of 462 million in Sub-Saharan Africa, 73 percent lived in rural areas.

The views expressed are those of the author, and not of the organization he works for.
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7. Poverty and well-being issues are finding place on national agendas in some African

countries. This may be explained by worsening poverty situation-in many African countries, such

that the phenomenon can no longer be ignored. The democratisation process taking place in some

African countries, for example in Malawi {Nation, 1994), makes it easier for people to freely aiF

concerns on issues pertaining to life quality. In addition, donor institutions like the World Bank

have chosen poverty reduction as one of their preeminent focus of their work (Sandstrom, 1992).

The Bank is currently involved in many African countries helping to collect and analyse data for

monitoring poverty and well-being.

8. However, we should point out that many countries still exhibit some ambivalence in dealing

with poverty issues. This may be due to lack of necessary resources for tackling the problem

or/and lack of political will.

The Poverty line

9. The determination of the poverty line, which identifies a level below which a minimum set

of basic needs are unmet, facilitates poverty monitoring and analysis. It may literary be said to be

the dividing line between the poor and the non-poor. This moneymetric measure is usually a

combination of biologically determined minimum calorie requirements as well as the need for other

basic necessities which are usually determined by cultural, environmental and general economic

status of the society (Seal and Bansil, 1992). The food intake method is the most common, which

sets a minimum daily nutritional intake.

10. The generally acceptable criteria for the validity of a poverty line is the notion that it should

be the level at which the consumer unit is just able to afford a minimally adequate level of

consumption (Magrabi et al, 1991). The measurement common in African countries involves the

calculation of an income/expenditure distribution. All those whose income or expenditures fall

below the line are considered to be poor.

11. The poverty line can be defined in both, absolute and relative terms. When an absolute

approach is used a threshold is arbitrary set. A relative poverty line can be determined by

specifying, for instance, that individuals or households in the lowest 30 percent of the country's

income distribution could be considered as poor.

12. A number of African countries have, in the past, determined poverty lines. Many more

countries are bound to calculate poverty lines as data become more readily available through

household consumption and expenditure surveys; living standards measurement surveys (LSMS);

priority and integrated surveys. The latter three survey programmes are sponsored by the World

Bank.

13. Doubts have been raised over the adequacy of a nutritionally-based poverty lines. Such

measures are usually determined from household consumption expenditure surveys' data. In many

cases such surveys are adhoc and are conducted between long intervals, therefore there are

problems of extrapolating trends due to inadequacy of data points. This problem can only be

addressed through the collection of time series data at reasonable regular intervals.

14. Measurement of inadequacy of calorie intake is problematic because actual observations of

the level of calorie deficiency at different dates are rarely available in most African countries.

15. The selection of an appropriate price-deflator to be used in deriving a constant price

poverty line poses a problem. This is because general rise of prices in a country affect different
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income groups asymmetrically. In this regard use of an average cost of living index based on

expenditure weights of all income groups as the deflator, can lead to biases in the estimates of

changes in poverty overtime.

16. The extent of poverty may vary among regions and between rural and urban areas of a

country. While specifying a national poverty line is essential to permit comparison of living

standards at the national level, a threshold for the whole country may not be appropriate for

application to different regions. The regions may have different demographic, consumption basket

and price structures, especially in very diverse countries.

17. In addition, it may be argued that basic needs of an individual or a household are not only a

function of proper nutrition and health, but also other concerns such as housing, clothing,

education, employment, sanitationjust to mention a few. This implies that the adequate

measurement of poverty should include such other measures of normative interest. The field of

socii-economic indicators, therefore, offers prospects for a multidimensional approach to

measurement of well-being.

Social Indicators

18. The social indicators approach is gaining momentumm because of the realisation that an

individual's or household's basic needs are much more than components used in specifying the

poverty line. In this connection it is suggested that non-moneymetric measures should be included

in measuring poverty and well-being. Such measurements should ideally take into account most of

the fundamental concerns of society.

19. Conceptually, a social indicator has been defined in various ways. In general, it is thought

to be a statistic of direct normative interest which facilitates concise, comprehensive and balanced

judgements about major aspects of society. In this regard it is meant to be a direct and valid

statistical measure which may monitor levels and changes overtime in a fundamental concern. If

the changes in the indicator are in the right direction, ceteres paribus, that means things have

gotten better or people are better off.

20. Andrews (1974) recommends the following definition which draws key elements from

many sources. He states that a social indicator is one of a limited yet comprehensive set of

coherent, and significant indicators which can be monitored overtime and which can be

disaggregated to the level of the relevant social unit. From this diagnostic definition we can

deduce, from the key words, some of the perceived desirable properties of a social indicator:

limited so that social indicators can be understood, thus they should not be

very detailed, lengthy or complex;

comprehensive so that the most salient and critical aspects of society is included;

coherent they should hung together in some form that would eventually lead to

a model or theory about how society operates;

significant any indicator would be significant if the above were fulfilled, but a

further implication is that it should be of direct normative interest.

21. Social indicators are therefore statistical measures of well-being. Where well-being is a

general term depicting how well off people are. According to Magrabi et al. (1991) well-being is
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an outcome of consumption which is a state of health, comfort or happiness that results from,

among other things, the consumption of goods and services. Sen (1987) defines well-being as

simply being well, which can be measured by longevity, having sufficient food to eat, being

educated, having good health, et cetera.

22. Ideally, social indicators should be measures of output of a social system because that is

what society is ultimately concerned about rather than inputs. For example, infant mortality rates

and life expectancy are considered output indicators while a number of doctors per 100, 000

population is an input indicator. Malnutrition is an output indicator and a direct measure of nutrition

status as opposed to food production which is an input measure. In practice, however, both output

and input indicators are used in measuring well-being partly because of a dearth of information on

the former.

23. There are two types of social indicators which need to be considered for investigation in

African countries. Social indicators that tap the objective state of affairs and those that indicate

perceptions. Most of the indicators currently being produced tap the objective state of affairs such

as \iie expectancy, infant mortality, per capita Gross National Product (GNP), et cetera. Very little

work on subjective (perceptual) measurement involving self evaluation has been done in African

countries.

24. In this paper we advocate the use of both objective and subjective indicators in measuring

well-being. Although the two types of indicators may be different they complement and reinforce

each other. Chambers (1994) argues for a definition of poverty which takes cognisance of the

perceptions of the poor themselves. He states that tapping this perspective can help in the design

of ideal policies and projects that respond to their needs and aspirations.

Objective indicators

25. Objective indicators can be measured by counting occurrences of a given phenomenon,

thus, measuring a quantitative physical aspects of a situation. Different types of objective

indicators have and can be produced in African countries. For those which have been produced the

quantity and quality vary among countries.

Gross National Product

26. Indicators which have been produced at country level include economic and social

indicators. The GNP is an example of a common economic indicator produced by most African

countries. It is assumed that GNP, which is an average income of the population in a country,

measures economic progress. However, this indicator tells us little about the real nature of poverty

and GNP per capita is not, in itself, an adequate measure of well-being. Needs for income vary,

depending on the number people supported in a household according to their age and other

characteristics. While per capita income makes an adjustment for household size it does not for

other differences. Since the typical poor people may differ from the rest of the population per

capita income is certainly an inaccurate measure of poverty. For instance, it says nothing about

the inequality of distribution of income within a nation.

Simple percentage type indicators

27. Some of the common sets of indicators produced in African countries are the percentage

type indicators. Such measures show the extent of spread in the country of a condition or attribute

that is of normative interest. These types of indicators have, for example, been produced by the
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Kenyan and Zambian statistical offices in a series of publications on social perspective, social

indicators and country profile respectively (Heyers,4 1991; Central Statistical Office, 1992 and

1994). Examples of such indicators are given below:

• Economic: percentage of households with high share of expenditure on

food (e.g. 75 percent or more}; Percentage of households

having very low assets/consumer durables.

• Education: Percentage of households with very low adult literary rate;

percentage of household with low attendance to primary

school.

• Water and Sanitation: Percentage of households without access to safe tap water

within reasonable distance; Percentage of households staying

in houses without sanitary toilet facilities.

• Housing: Percentage of households living in mud and grass thatched
houses.

• Population: Percentage of households with relatively large family sizes;

percentage of households having high female illiteracy.

• Employment: percentage of labour force employed in the formal sector.

Composite indices

28. There are prospects for African countries to use a range of social indicators such as life

expectancy, infant mortality rate, literacy rates and GNP in developing composite measures of well-

being. Infant mortality rates and life expectancy figures are easily obtainable from country

population census and demographic survey results. Most African countries have at least conducted

two population censuses {ECA, 1993). GNP and education statistics are usually available, although
of varying depth and quality.

29. Examples of composite indices which combine a selected set of specific indicators include

those suggested by The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the International Fund for

Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the Overseas Development Council of the United States.

Three examples of composite indices are briefly discussed for illustrative purposes only. There are

many more composite indicators which could be developed or used subject to normative interest of
a country and availability of data.

Human Development Index (HDI)

30. The HDI is a composite index which is based on three concerns, namely, longevity,

knowledge and standard of living. Quantitatively the above are measured through life expectancy;

adult literacy and mean years of schooling and by purchasing power based on real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) per capita adjusted for local cost of living (UNDP, 1994).

31. It has been argued that it is possible to create separate HDIs for important domains in a
country, for example, gender, geographical region, income groups, et cetera. It has further been
stated that the HDI offers an alternative to GNP for measuring relative economic progress and it
enables people and their governments to evaluate progress overtime and to determine priorities for
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policy interventions. In addition, the HDI is thought to measure socioeconomic achievement more

directly than does an exclusively income based measure (kingsbury. Brown and Poukouta, 1995).

Basic needs index (BNI)

32. IFAD has also developed a number of composite indices for measuring poverty among them

is the BNI. The index has health and education components. The former includes population per

physician, infant mortality rate and access to services such as sanitation and safe water. The

education component includes adult literacy and primary school enrollment. The BNI can take

values between zero and one. The closer the value to one the higher the well-being or basic needs

status, of a particular segment of the population in a country.

33. We may add that IFAD has also proposed a framework for analysing and mapping rural

poverty at country level . The mapping is meant to identify the poor and dominant factors

perpetuating rural poverty. The analysis would also help to identify five types of poverty {IFAD,

1993, Pages 20-23):

• intersral poverty surrounded by power, affluence and ownership of assets caused by

material deprivation and alienation;

• peripheral poverty found in marginalised areas;

• overcrowding poverty is a result of material deprivation caused by population

pressure and limits on resources;

• sporadic poverty which is adhoc or transitory, for example caused by an ad hoc

drought;

• endemic poverty is due to isolation, alienation, technological deprivation,

dependence and lack of assets.'

Phvsicai Quality of Life Index (PQLI)

34. The above index comprises of literacy rate, infant mortality and life expectancy. The index

is calculated by taking an average score of on the three components.

35. The combining of a range of socio-economic indicators into one composite index has its

merit because you obtain one indicator which is supposed to summarize well-being.

36. However, it raises questions about how representative are the specific indicators included in

the composite index. It may be argued that the ideal situation would be to reflect most aspects of

human concerns. Lack of data,for instance, has been suggested as one justification for reflecting

only three components in the HDI (UNDP, 1993).

37. The other criticism of such indices is that overlapping components are used in their

computation. For example, infant mortality is reflected in life expectancy which are treated as if

they were independent components in the PQLI. Although the index is unweighted, implicitly

mortality is given more weight than education. Doubts have also been raised about the arbitrary

choice of functional forms of such indices (Gillingham and Reece 1986).

38. Johnston (1979) identified four conceptual problems of social indicator development,
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namely, differentiation of areas of concern; a single index of well-being was difficult to construct;

difficulty in distinguishing input and output indicators; and the problem of coverage.

Subjective Indicators

39. It has been stated that poverty is essentially a subjective notion, therefore respondents

should be asked what they themselves consider to be a condition of poverty and how they rate

themselves (World Bank, 1995). In this connection ( Andrews and Withey, 1976; Campbell,

Converse and Rodgers, 1976 ) have argued that well- being is a function not only of a person's

situation but also his/her expectations and aspirations. For example, satisfaction with health

decreases as the level of disability, consumption of medicines and number of disease symptoms

increase. It is therefore reasonable to assume that there are relationships between subjective and
objective measures.

40. Subjective indicators are usually based on questionnaires with a series of rating scales

which ask respondents to codify the satisfaction with or evaluations of a variety of aspects and

circumstances of their lives. Ordinal measurement are generally used in such studies. Although

such measurements are often represented by numbers on an index scale, such numbers have no

meaning other than the indication of rank order (Babbie, 1973). Thus a person scored 4 on a

poverty scale would be more poorer than a person scored 3 on that index, but this ordinal measure

would not give us an indication of the extent of poverty between the two.

Global and specific indicators

41. Measures of subjective well-being just like objective indicators may be classified with

respect to whether the perspective considered is.absolute, relative or pertains to change {Magrabi

et al, 1991). This implies that global indicators can be generated and complemented by an array

of more specific indicators. For instance, in studies of perceived well-being, a global measure could

be an individuals evaluation of his/her whole well-being. This could be complemented by more

specific evaluations of life concerns such as hqusing, health, neighborhood, work, economic

situation and others. Having indicators at different level of specific has the following advantages:

• the pressure of more data than even the experts in the field can easily comprehend

can be a potential problem of interpreting social indicators. The summary provided

by the more general global indicators is one solution and therefore particularly
helpful to non specialists;

• global indicators if they are separately measured and not just composites of more

specific indicators have an important scientific function as they can be used as

dependent variables. It is possible for instance, to use multivariate models to

measure multiple impacts and contingencies of well-being;

• the more specific indicators, on the other hand, provide the details that explain why

a global indicator changes overtime. Figure 1 below illustrates the assumed

relationships between specific sub-concerns and the global indicator.
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Dvnamics of Subjective Evaluation

42. In discussing approaches of subjective evaluations Andrews and Withey (1976); Campbell,

converse and Rodgers (1976) state that global evaluation seem to be the result of simple summings

of a set of separately measurable more specific evaluations. In this respect life satisfaction can be

adequately explained in terms of linear additive combination of domain-specific satisfaction scores.
For example, a person assesses his or her life as a whole on the basis of how that person evaluates
a number of key life concerns.

43. Subjective evaluations can be made in the context of domains, which are the physical or
social setting, and values. The latter is the criteria by which one evaluates well-being. There

is,therefore, some complementarity between domains and values, as domains are evaluated with
respect to values, while values are evaluated in the setting of domains. Figure 2 below illustrates
the assumed linkages.
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Figure 2

Conceptual linkages between domains, values, concerns,

and global assessment of well-being
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44. One of the major limitations cited, of the subjective approach is that each perspective

implies a standard which is usually not known. The relative perspective may be better if

respondents are asked to compare themselves with the same group of people and that they are

able to make informed comparisons. The change oriented perspective is-longitudinal, therefore,

enables each respondent to make comparisons with self, the snag is that the referents of the

comparisons are all different and likely to have different levels of well-being and aspirations
(Magrabi et al,, 1991).

45. On the other hand Kennedy, Northcott and Kinzel (1987) caution against the temptation to

rely only on global subjective indicators, they argue that the utility of subjective global indicators of

well-being is questionable without an assessment of social well-being at more specific levels. They

state that at the general level people tend to respond more positively, while at the level of

specificity they tend to be critical and valuative. This may suggest that it is prudent to collect data

on both specific and global evaluations.

Data Collection

46. In order to produce comprehensive measures of poverty and well-being it will be necessary

for countries to explore all possible data sources. This is more pertinent for most African countries

because of paucity of requisite data. We should stress that socii-economic indicators can be

derived from both secondary and primary sources.

Administrative records

47. Administrative records are sources of data for producing certain types of social indicators.

Heyer (1992) found administrative records to be a rich source of data for some indicators. The

most common sources of secondary data are ministries of Health and Education which compile

data, from health facilities and education institutions on a regular basis. The social indicators from

these sources are a combination of input and output indicators. Some of the common indicators

published are distribution of health facilities; morbidity by type of illness; numbers of hospital beds

and doctors per 100,000 population; distance to the nearest medical facility ( ECA, 1993; Republic

of Zambia, 1992). Indicators on education commonly produced from administrative records include:

enrolment as percentage of school going age, examination achievements and progression rates.

48. Social indicators from administrative records serve a useful purpose as they can, for

instance, describe the education or health profile of a country. However, their major limitation is

that they are usually incomplete. According to ECA (1993) owing to the expansion of education

programmes especially at the first levels and the mushrooming of private schools, the work of

compiling reliable statistics on school enrolment by level, age and sex became more difficult in the

1980s in comparison to the 1960s when school statistics were fairly reliable. For health statistics
apart from untimely publication of results ECA alludes to the questionable quality of some of the
data.

49. Although administrative records are relatively inexpensive as a source of data they can not
be a source all the required data for measuring poverty and well-being. Household surveys, which
are assuming prominence in the statistical agenda of most African countries are potentially rich
sources of relevant data.

Household surveys

50. In order for a country to generate adequate data for use in the measurement of poverty and
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well-being it appears essential to carry out household surveys at reasonably regular intervals. Many

African countries have now established some household survey capabilities at their national

statistical organisations (ECA, 1993; de Graft Johnson, 1993). It is, therefore, possible for such

countries to conduct surveys that can generate data relevant for measuring poverty and well-being.

Estimates of poverty ratios, to monitor, say, prevalence of poverty in different parts of a country,

can be based on household consumption and expenditure surveys. Such exercises could be

supplemented by field studies at manageable intervals to find out more directly the proportion of

the population who are visibly deprived of basic human needs (Seal & Bansil, 1992).

51. Household surveys should be flexible in terms of design and subject coverage to facilitate

the estimation more directly the proportion of the population who are deprived of basic human

needs. The surveys should be used to collect not only data pertaining to the minimum level of food

consumption needed for maintaining health but also other components which are essential for

human well-being. Data on perceptual evaluation should wherever possible be collected.

Household expenditure surveys

52. The national statistical offices in many African countries have conducted household

expenditure (budget) surveys. Although the main objective of such surveys is to obtain weights for

use in the calculation of consumer price indices, they can and serve a useful purpose as a source of

data for estimating poverty ratios.

Demographic and Health surveys

53. The Demographic and Health surveys which have been conducted in a number of African

countries are mainly a source of information on fertility; and maternal and child health areas of

concern.

Priority, Integrated and Living Standards Measurement surveys

54. The World Bank has initiated and assisted a number of African countries in conducting

LSMS, priority and integrated surveys. The priority survey uses a relatively simple questionnaire

designed to collect priority data to assess quickly the impact of structural adjustment on the

vulnerable and poor segments of a country's population. For instance, the survey collects limited

data on household income and expenditure and other intrahousehold dynamics (Kingsbury, Brown

and Poukouta, 1995). while the integrated survey is a source of data subject to more detailed

analysis.

55. Through the LSMS, intensive multi-disciplinary topics are covered through national

probability samples of households. The survey is designed to collect comprehensive data on all

major aspects of household and community well-being. LSMS, whose mandate revolves around

measuring and monitoring, welfare and income distribution, have been carried out in Cote, d'voire,

Ghana, Mauritania and Tanzania. Items covered in the surveys include: household composition;

age and sex distribution; education attainment; education expenses; literacy; health condition;

fertility; post-natal care; preventative health care; economic activity; employment and working

conditions; housing conditions; quality amenities; and occupancy; household expenditure; income

transfers; credit; assets and savings.

56. For countries which implemented the African household Capability Program (AHSCP) for a

measurable time span, capability has been developed for nationals to deal with most aspects of

survey undertaking (ECA,1993). Such countries could therefore, undertake country relevant
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studies on poverty and well-being.

Household survey design

57. While it is not possible to give a country tailored sample design, we give a general design

which has been used in African countries and could cater for countries which have not yet carried
out national wide household surveys.

58. For most African countries, multi-stage cluster stratified sampling designs are the most
feasible and relatively inexpensive sampling methods for carrying out household surveys in Africa
(Pember and Banda, 1993). The samples could be selected at various stages.

59. . A comprehensive and non-overlapping sampling frame is a prerequisite for selecting a good
representative sample. For most African countries which have conducted population censuses a

list of census enumeration areas (EAS) is available or could be updated. The frame at the first stage
provides the Primary Sampling units (PSUs) together with measures of size. The PSUs can be

stratified according to the relevant domains, namely, socii-economic, geographical, rural and urban.

60. The sample of first stage units can be drawn from each stratum, preferably, with probability
proportional to size. With measures of size being number of households or dwellings at the time of

the population census. If there is a long time lag between the census and the conduct of a survey,
measures of size could be updated. In order to maximize the benefits of clustering, the selection of
a reasonable number of optimally sized PSUs is recommended.

61. At the next stage a list of households should be prepared in each selected PSU, as close as
possible to the survey date. As the in the case of the list of PSUs, the household list, from which
a sample is to be selected, should be comprehensive and exhaustive.

62. Household survey data can generate both cross-sectional and longitudinal data. The latter
can provide a rich data set over a number of years which can be used to the measure the changes

in poverty and well-being over a period of time. The design being suggested is probablistic but

pragmatic in view of the limited resources at the disposal of most national statistical organizations.

63. In measuring poverty through national household surveys, we therefore suggest the use of
relatively inexpensive methods which take, among other things, advantage of clustering,

stratification, master samples, integrated surveys, et cetera. The design should preferably retain

the rigor of probability sampling. We advocate probability sampling because it facilitates the

measurement of sampling errors and making inferences on the population from which the sample is

selected. The design discussed above can be used to collect both objective and subjective data on
poverty and well-being.

64. The important constraint associated with national household surveys is that they are costly.
The problem is exacerbated by the long period it takes most national statistical offices to analyse
and disseminate the survey results.

Summary and conclusions

65. This paper discusses the concept of poverty and its measurement. Poverty can be
manifested in absolute and relative forms. There are broad groups of such measures, namely
moneymetric and non-income measures. While the moneymetric measure such as the poverty line
is useful, other measures of basic needs which may include housing, education, employment and
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, should be included in the measurements.

66. Social indicators can be objective and subjective. The two types can be different but they

complement each other. Simple and composite indicators can be produced in African countries.

The paper discusses the limitations of some measures of measures with the sole purpose of

ensuring that prospective users of such measures use them appropriately and with caution.

67. Administrative records and household surveys have been identified as possible sources of

data. While national household surveys are relatively expensive, there are sample designs that can

minimise costs. Above all the investment may be worthwhile if a country is serious to alleviate

poverty deprivation. Reliable quantitative data are a necessary and indispensable input into the

search for solutions.

68. National statistical offices can play a leading role in the fight against poverty by giving

ample attention to the collection, timely analysis and dissemination of poverty related information.
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