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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

r

1. The seventh méeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee nof the Whole
was held in Yaounde; Republic of Cameroon, from 7 to 14 April 1936, The
meeting was formally opened by H.E. Mrs. Elizabeth Tankeu, Secretary of

State for the Plan and Regional Development. Statements were also made

at the opening ceremony by the Executive Secretary of ECA, Mr. Adebayo Adedeji,
and Mr.rDjomatchOUa Toko, representing the Secretary-General of the

Organizaticn of African Unity.

2, The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States
members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, the
Central African Republic, Chad, the Comoros, the Conao, CSte d'Ivoiré,
Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghaﬁa,
Guinea, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Moroccc, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sac Tome
and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Lecne, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Upanda, the

United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire and Zimbadwe.

3. Observers from the following States Members of the United Nations not
members of the Commission were present: China (People's Republic of), France,
Korea, Switzerland and the Unicrn of Soviet Socialist Republics. An cbserver
from the following State not a Member of the United Nations was also present:

the Democratic People's Repuhlic of Korea.

4., In accordance with the Commission'’s rules of procedure, the African
Naticnal Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan-Africanist Congress of

Azania (PAC) were represented,

5. The following United Nations bodies and specialized apencies were
represented: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) , United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), United Natipns Development
Programme (UNDP), International Labour Organisation (ILO), Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Natioms (FAO), United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), International Civil Aviation Orpanization
(ICAO), World Health Organization (WHO), Werld Metcorological Organization (WMO),
United Naticns Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP), World Feod Programme (WFP) and the World Bank,
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6. Observers were present from the following interpgovernmental and non-—
governmental orasanizations: African Development Bank (ADB), African
Association of Trade TPromotion Organization (AAT?O); African Centre for
Monetary Studies (ACMS), African Institute for Higher Technical Training and
Research (AIHTTR), African Repional Centre for Technolngy (ARCT), Central

African Mineral Rescurces Development Centre (CAMRINC), Conseil International

des Femmes, Eastern and Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI),
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Eastern and Southern
African Mineral Resources Development Centre (ESAMEDC), Economic and Social
Council of Camerdong International Planned Parenthcod Federation (IPFF),
Pan-African Postal Union (PAPU), Regional Centre for Training in Aerial

Surveys (RECTAS) and Organization of African Unity (OAU).

7. The Committee unanimously elected the following bureau:

Chairman: Cameromm
First Vice-Chairman: Mali
Second Vice~Chairman: Ecypt
Rapporteur:. Uganda
8. The Committee decided to establish an open ended resolutions committee

composed of the followinz core member States from the different subregions:

Eastern and Southern Africa: Ethicpia, Kenya, the United

Republic of Tanzania

West Africa: - Mali, Niperia, Togo
North Africa: ' Algeria, Morocco, the Sudan
Central Africa: Camercon, Chad, Rwanda.
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. B. AGCENDA

2. On 8 April 1986, the Committee adopted the following agenda:

1

1., Openiny of the meetiné.
e Elect;on.nf éfficers.
’73. Adopticn of the agenda and orfanizétiohréf work.,
4, Bicnniallféport of the Executive Secrctory on ECA zctivities,
1984-1985.
5. “Reﬁiéw'and appraisal of the eccnomic situation‘in 1984-1985

and perspectlives for I986:

- f

() Survey of éconbmic‘ﬁhd soclal conditions in Africa, 1984-1985;

.
fe

(b) ECA/ADB economic repori on Africe 1586,

6., Preparations for the Intermational Conference on Africa’s External
L - . o . o,

Indebtedness{

co

7. The situation of fébd and arriculture in Africa:

kté) Repo;t io:ﬁhé Conference:of Ministers on the food situation
in Afriéa:

{b) Peport to the Conference of\Min@g#ers:oﬁ review of food and
égfiéﬁltural-policies in Africa: A bésis for improving govern-
ment policy planning capacities;

(c) rkeport to the Conference of Ministers on measures for the
'improvement-éf co:oﬁera;ives and small farmers® organizations/
assoclations im the marketing-of food and livestock products;

(d) Report to the Conference of Ministers on a study of food import

substitution programmes in Africa;
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{e) PReport to the Conference of Ministers on land-use policies
and farning systems in Africa;
(f) Report on review of programmes and.stratepies of intergovern-
“mental institutions é& reduce food waste and losses in Africa;
(g) Report on a survey of constraints on the improvement of storage

facilities in Central and Northk Africa,
8. Prorsress in thelimplementation of ongoing special programmes:

(ajr United ﬁations Transport and Communications Decade for Africa:
Progress report onlphe second phase progfémme and considera-
“tion 6f fdéure action;
(b} United Mations Industrial ngelopment Decade for Africa:
Joint progress réport by ECA, UNIDO and OAU and considera-
tion of future actioﬁ;‘
(c) 7oview cﬁé'appraiséi?of the nchievenents .of the United Mations

Docede for Women in Africa.
9. Promotion of economic co-operation and intepration:

) (&) ‘Repbrté ffoﬁ the MULPOCs' Councils of Ministers;
(b) PRiennial report of the Executive Secretary on fhe activities
n " of ECA—sbdﬁsored speclalizeg institutions, 1984-1985;
{c) Biennial consglidated proagramme of work and priorities includ~
Ing budrets of ECA~sponsored specialized inmstitutions, 1986-1987;

(d)  Regional énd interrerional economic and technical co-operation

“{ssues for consideration.
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InstituﬁionaltaévéIOPmenf: "Establishment of the Africar Centre

for Meteorolorical Applications for Development: Progress report

aﬁd'fequired further action.
Speciallissues:
(2) The importance of coal 1in Africa: Basic proposals for its

development ;

(b) Report of the Repgional Expert Group Meetine in Preparation

for the United Nations‘Conference for the Promotioh of Inter-
nat;opal COuoperatiop in the Péaceful Useé'of Nuclear Energy:

(c) ‘Repér;'to the ECA Cénfefeﬁce of Ministers on the'African
_ﬁinis?efial Conference on tgé Enﬁironment;

{d) Copputer application and development.
Reports from the subsidiary orrans of the Commission:

(a)"Réport'of the fourth session of the Joint Conference of
African Planners, Statisticians, Demographers and Information
Sclentists;

(b). Report of the fifth meeting of-the Interpovernmental Committee
of Experts of the Least Developed African Countries;

(e) Report of the fourthlmeeting of the lucergovernmental Committee
for Sciénceland Teéhnblogy Developument;

(d) Report of the sgvénth Qeeting of the Africa Regional Co-
ordinating_Comﬁittee for the Integration of Women in

Development ;
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13,

(e)

()

(h)

(1)

1

(k)

Report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of African
Ministers of Trade; | .

Report of the third meeting‘pf the ;n;ergovernmental Group

of Experts from Ministries af‘Finéncé, Central Banks and

Lepal Departments on the Ectoblichnent bf an.African Monetary Fund;

Renort of the third meeting of the ECA Joint‘Intergovernmental

Committee on Human Settlements and Environment;

Report of the second meeting of the Regional Technical Com-

mittee for PADIS;

Report of the sixth Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-
cionsered  regional and subregional'Insfitutioﬁs{

Report on the Reglonal Conference on Intre-African Tourism
Co~operation held in Niamey (the Niger) from 2 to & QOctober
1534

Report of the fifth Conference of African Ministers of

Transport, Communications and Planning,

Follow-up on resolutions of the Commission and resolutions and

decisions adopted by the Economic and Socilal Council and the

Ceneral Assembly that are of interest to Africa:

(a)

(b)

Follow=-up action on other relevant resolutions adopted by
the twentieth session of the Comnission/eleventh meeting

of the Conference of Ministers;

Resolutioﬁs and decisions adopted by the Economic and Social
Council at its second regular sessiom of 1985 and by the
General Assembly at its fortieth session in the economic and

soclal sectors that are of interest to Africa;
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(¢} 'ork prosramme and priorities:
(i) Proposals for second updatinn of and revision to the
Medium~term Plan, 1984-1989;

(i1) Proposals for updating the Proposed Programme Budret,
1986-1987 in the lipht of General Assembly approved
appropriations and availability of extrabudgetary
resources; and

(411) Project on review and appraisal of the impact of the
United Nati&ﬁs Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) on
African developmént - policy-making, programming and
executing of projects, 1975-1985.
14, UNDP Regional Programme for Africa, fourth eyele, 198721991
orientation paper.
15, oOther business.
16, Date, venue and other matters relating to the eiphth meetinr of the
Technical Preparatorj Committee of the Whole.
17. Adoption of the report and draft resolutions to the Conference of
Ministers.

18, Closure of the meeting.
C, ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening addresses

10, Welcoming participants, the Fxecutive Secretary of ECA, Professor
Adebayo Adedeji thanked the Govermment, and pcople of Canmerocn
for their hospitality and for the excellent facilities extended to the

meeting.
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11, Africa's development problems remained the focus of concern of the
entire world. Only a few days previously, the African submission to the
special session of the General Assembly on the critical economic situation
_in Afrlca, to be held in New York from 27 to 31 May 1986, had been made
available to the Preparatory Committee of the Vhole charged with the task

of preparing”fdr that session. The elaboration of that submission had
preoccupied the ECA and OAU secretariats, as well as their legislative organs,

for some three months.

-12, . The process of implementing the proposals contained in Africa's Priority
Programme for Economlc Recovery, 1986—1990 adopted by the twenty-first session
of the QAU Assembly of Heads of atate and Government in July 1985 needed to
be set in motlon 1mmed1ate1y. Some hope was afforded by the fact that total
domestic output for the region as a whole had expanded by about 3 per cent

in 1985, compared with 1.3 per cent in 1984, thanks large}y‘to a hetter
overall performance in the agricultural sector, Honever,'that promising
development had occurred at a time when the average debt-service burden for
the region was at an all-time high, the gap in the external payments account
of most countries was wider than ever, and most countries could not even
afford some of the most routine expenditures, let alone expansions in

. cap1ta1 outlay. Prospects for the future were rendered ‘even more grim by

| the alarmlng downward trend in the prlces of most commodities of export

interest to Africa.

13. More details of performance in the major sectors of:the African economy
in recent years were available in some of the background documents for the

. L " . Y . .. . .
meeting, notably the Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa

1984~1935, the ECA/ADB Economic Report on Africa 1986 and the Biennial

report of the Executive Secretary on the activities of thé secretariat

" during the two vears 1984 and 1985.

l4. The situation of food :and agriculture was a major item on the agenda.
,,To allow the reglon to re11ve agaln a 51Cuatlon of wldespread hunger and
famine such as had been witnessed in the prev1ous three years would be
totally unacceptable. The elimination of mass poverty and the adcompanying

release of the latent forces of demand and self-sustaining growth could
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only be reallzed ‘through a massive boost: in agricultural 1ncomes. Further-
more, a rev1tallzed stable and productive agricultyral sector was, for
most countrles in the regiod, an" assured-means of acquiring. the much . "
needed forelgn excnange ‘required for sustained growth.. It was also the {r
most pract1cal means of ensuring ‘the fullest nart1c1patlon of the greatest
number of people in the development process. Several documents devoted

to various aspects of the critical food and agrlcultural 51tuat10n were
accordlngly ‘before the meeting to assist representatlves 1n formulatlng

togent ‘and practical recommendations in that all-lmportant area.

15. The urgency of debt<related problems was sécond only to thet of food
and agrlculture. Imaglnatlve measures neéded to-be takep,;ollectlvely by
_ hoth replplents and creditors to alleviate the increased debilitating J

effects of those prbbiems'oh African countries' already weakened economles.

rj.I

Determlned efforts were therefore required to ensure the holdxng of the

~ proposed international Conference on Africa's External Indebtedness. Thé
_ early estebl1shment of the proposed African Monetary Fund would. also-go a
long way towards helping African countries manage their monetary and

f1nanc1a1 affalrs more effectlvely.

.16, The Executive Secretary relterated that success during the recovery
period depended to a Iarpt extent on parallel measures to be taken in

other sectors, nOtdbly industry and phycical 1nfractructure, which
tradltlonally supported agr1cu1ture and in turn depended on 1t for raw

- macer1als, suppiies and markets. TIn the light of that fact,,the Commlttee
should review nrogress ‘in the implémentation of such ongoinz Drogranme s

as the United Natlons Industrlal Development Decade for Afrtca and Transport
and Communications Decade for Africa, as well as the programmes on the
1ntegratlon of women in development and on the least deve10ped African

count r:.es.

17. 1he dszlcultxes of the previous three years had demonstrated beyond
doubt that the road to national economic and social survival was 1nextr1cab1v
linked to a strategy of regional co-~operation and integration, While
significant progress had been made, especially in terms of putting in place

the basic framework, machinery and instruments for regional collective
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self-reliance, much remained to be done especially in the areas of joint
planning and programming and financing the development and use of common
resources. -ECA would continue to enhance the role of the MULPOCS as |
catalytic centres for economic co-operation and integratiom, and‘all concerned
should give the required support to the various sectoral and multisectoral
institutions established to promote technical and economic co-operation.

in Africa.

18, History would judge the period 1975-1985 as one of the most crucial

and most eventful decades in the life of the Commission. During that period,
ECA had assumed its rightful role as a centre for the generation of ideas
and directions for Africa's socio-economic development, including its
technological aspects, and for the execution of projects at the naﬁionai,
subregional and regional levels, The period had aiso been charaéterizgd by
an unprecedented crisis of development which had constituted a major challenge
not only to the Commission and its secretariat, but also to its membér
States. Accordingly, it afforded a good opportunity for an exercise in
self-evaluation with a view to revitalizing the organization and equipping

it to deliver even more effectively. To that end, an outline of a project
on the review and appraisal of the impact of ECA on African development,
covering the critical areas of policy-making, programming and execution of

projects during the period 1975-1985, was before the meeting for comment,

19. Finally, the Executive Secretary referred to the docﬁment on the
orientation of the fourth regional programming cycle of UNDP, ECA and UNDP
had collaborated closely in drawing up that document, which outlined the
framework within which UNDP would allocate resources to its various executing

agencies, of which ECA was one, over the period 1987-1991,

20, The observer for OAU said that the increase in rainfall and the subsequent
improvement in agricultural production, coupled with the massive influx of

food aid, had given the false impression that Africa’s food crisis was abating
somewhat. The experts should therefore examine the food situation from the
standpoint of the continent's overall economic performance, particulafly in

the agriculture and food production support sectors.
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21, Even though the results Africa would obtain from the special seSSiqn of
the General Assembly on the critical economic situvation in Africa would not

be known until the Committee's eighth meeting, experts should, when examining
the various agenda items, be guided by the need to recommend measures that
could lead to the rapid implementation of projects fa;ling under the four main
priority areas of the Priority Programme. African States' main objective

in requesting the special session was to obtain the international community's
firm commitment and total support for their individual and collective efforts

to implement their economic recovery programmes effectively.

22, In considering the agenda item on the fourth UNDP programming cycle, the
Committee should formulate specific recommendations regarding the provisions

relating to increasing UNDP's overall financial resources and thg allocation

of a large part thereof to the Priarity Programme and projects in Africa,

as well as regarding the new technical assistance approach being taken in

order to ensure effective programme implementation.

23, 1In opening the meeting, the Secretary of State for the Plan and Resional
Development, H,E, Mrs, Elizabeth Tankeu, welcomed delegations and observers
on behalf of the Government nnd peonle of Csmerocn snd enm her ovn beﬁalf.

She cxpressed her hepe that the focilities nade availsble to the Committec

were adequote {or the gmooth functioning of the meeting.

24, The meeting was taking place at a crucial phase in Africa’s develépment,
particularly in the light of the forthcoﬁing special session of the General
Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa and the extraordinary
session of the Conference of Ministers which had met from 25 to 30 March 1986,
The African objective at the special session would be to translate Africa's
Priority frogramme into operatidnal terms and obtain a broad méasure of
comnitment from the international community. That commitment was necessary
on account of the onenness of African economies to extewnnl factors, and she
called for the goodwill and understanding of the international community

in that respect.
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25. She underscored the need for Africa to rise to the challengé before it,
and appealed to the meeting to make cogent and relevant recommendations for
consideration by the Conference of linisters. Food and agriculture had -

been accorded high priority, and the Comﬁittee had to make recommendations

on measures for 1mprov1ng agricultural product1v1ty She drew the attention
of the Committee to the issues of drought and desertlflcatlon9 preparatlons
for the conference on Afr1ca s external debt and the neéd for a collectlve
approach. Rev1ew1ng econoimic co-operation and integration, she stressed the
need for harmonization of policies and programmes and called for financial

-gupport of ECA regional institutions.

26, Finally, she exhorted the Committee to analyse systematically ‘the
respective situations and to draw up recommendations addréssed to the
‘various economic'agents, and highlighted the role of Committee members in follow-

ing'ﬁhrough the implementation of those recommendations at the national level.

27. The representative of Tunisia read out a motion of thanks addressed
to His Exﬁellency Yir. Paul Biya, President of the Republic of Cameroon,

and to the Covernment and people of Cameroon for the generous hospitality
" and warm and fraternal welcome extended to all participants, and requested

the Executive Secretary to convey the motion to the Government of Cameroon.

Biennial report of the Executive Secretary, 1984-1985 (agenda item 4)

28. Introducing document EJECA/CH.12/3, the Eiecutive Secretary saia.that
the biennial report was a vehicle for reporting to member States on the
activities of the Commission and its secretariat to promote economic growth
and development in the region and to assist member States individually and
collectively through their intergovernmental organizations, not only in
foxrmulating appropriate policies but also in solving specific problems and

implement projects.
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29.;1The.major acﬁivities undertaken by thé Commission in each of the
programme areas of the Commission must be seen against the background of

the difficult economie:and social situation which prevailed during #he,period
covered by the repdff;'and was-itself-briefly analysed in the introductqry
part of the report. ‘He drew the attention of representatives to the level

of resaurces made available to the secretariat for the implementation of the
work programme, and dwelt at some length on the efforts that had been made

to promote technlcal and economic co-operation and integration as wellwae

co~operation with African intergovernmental organizations.

30. ‘iniﬁﬁe discussion that followed several representatives commended the
Exeeuti&e Secretary'for'the comprehensiveness of the. report and for the efforts
made.during the biennium under review to address Africa'’s socio~economic
problems. A number of representatives regretted the fact that the document
was received too late for a detailed study of its contents before the meeting.
In that chneetien;'it was suggested that ECA should improve its documents
ldisfributioe system with a view to ensuring that its documents reached their

-intended users at the country level.

31, It was observed that in the analysis of the posslble causes of the prevall-
ing development crisis in Africa, attention was seldom given to internal
pollc;es and polltlcal and security factors which in some countries were as
importaﬁt as economic factors. In view of the fact that a specific item on

the surﬁey“bf economic and social conditions in Africa was usually on the
Committee's agenda, it was suggested that the Executive. Secretary might -

dispense with the chapter on that subject in his biennial reports.

J;ZA Reb;esehtetivés ﬁoted with concern the relative decline in extra-budgetary
resources made ava11ab1e to the Commission, but were partly encouraged by the
rise in bllateral resources. It was suggested that-recommendations should be
made to the Conference of Ministers on the need to examine critically the

budgetary resources available to the Commission and measures devised to augment

them.
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33,. One rgpresen;atiVE observed that even though reference had been made
to the problems of Africa's external debt and to the Addis Ababa Declaration
on the subject,_;he issues involved should have been discussed in depth, as 7
the Executive Sec;etéry had done.during his 1985 end-of~year. statement on
Afriea’s economic pérformance. Also, more should have been done to ass;st

member States in their efforts to c0pe with the problems of external debt.

34. The;obsefyerAfroﬁ ACMS noted that no mention was made .in che.reéo;t éf
co-operation between ECA and the Centre, which had been substantial du;i#g.
the period under review, Furthermore, contrary to what was said in the
report; the secretariat did not prepare the drafts of the joint statement
:of the African Governors to the annual’ meetings of the Board of Governors
of IMF and the World Bank and the memaranda to the President of the Bank
and.the Managing Director of the Fund; but simply provided inputs to those

-documents.

35. The obseéver from UNESCO recalled that since 1979 annual joint cgnceff;-
tion meetings between UNESCO and ECA had been held to develop joint p;ogra@ﬁes
and projects at the regional level within their respective ’and_commoqffiélﬁs

- of competence. The Joint Concertation Meeting was now a fully ihstitdﬁiéﬂaiized
forum for joint assistance to African member States. He recommended that both
ECA and UNESCO shoﬁld bring to the attention of their respective governing
bodies informaticn on the development of programmes and projects‘in-specific
areas, within the context of the Lagos Plan of Action, Africa's Prioritf.
Programme and the OAU resolution calling upon UNESCO to develop a special

programme for science and technology and research development for Africa.

36. In reply, the Executive Secretary explained that reference was made in the
report to the Addis Ababo Declaration on Africa’s external indebtedness. Morcover,
ECA plonned to}:ct etlish a debt nonltvrin unit within the sccretariat in cellabora-
ticn with the Wortd Benl: and UNCEAD', COn the cv ztion of budgctoary résoufces,

it was his opinion that in view of the prevailing fimancial crisis in the United
Hations, not much could be done as far as regular budget resources were concerned.
However, the Ministers could take decisions on how to improve the flow of

trust fund resources. While the point on the chapter on review of economic and

social conditions was well taken, the basic reason for including that chapter
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in the biennial report was to provide background and thus have 2 self~contained
report, particularly in view of the fact that the. survey of economic and social

conditions in Africa might not always be available to readers of the biennial

report,

37. The Committee took note of the report.

Review and appraisal of economic situztion in 1984-1985 and perspectives for 1986

{agenda item 5)

(a) Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa 1984-1985

38, Imtroducing document E/ECA)CM.lZ/S, a representative of the secretariat
stated that the survey showed continued economic deterioration for the region
as a whole during the period under review and identified the severity of the

1984 drought as the major cause of the deterioration. Althouph some recovery had
been observed in 1985 following the return of the rains, and projections‘for 1986
indicated 2 slight increase in productivity, that increase would be dampened

by weak external demand and domestic constraints,

;9. In the ensuing discussion, delegations commended the secretariat for the
global Qiew the survey presented of the economic and social conditions in Africa,
which was a prerequisite for any detailed sectoral discussions, However, the
survey had not béen presented in time to permit thorough study and delegations
urged the secretariat to ensure that future surveys were presented in good time;
they should also be discussed by the Joint Conference of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers before review Ry the Committee,

40, Several representatives pointed out that the viewpoints and ideas reflected

in the document were too supportive of those of the International Monetary

Fund. Examples included price and currency adjustment policies and liberalization

of economies. Speakers pointed out the severity of IMF conditionnlities, and
questioned the overall utility of ILiF policy packages, which often ran counter to
development strategies and did not take into account the specific problems of
individual African countries. Furthermore, the report placed too much emphasis on
the financial difficulties of some countries, without giving duc consideration to
their efforts which had resulted in positive contributions to the devleopment process.
However, onc representative said that there was nothing basically wrong with the IMF

prescription of disciplined economic management, and added that while the observation
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.that the measures were unpopular because they threatened certain vested interests
was not true in some countries, it was nevertheless true in others, The Committee
called upon the .secretariat to conduct a comparative  analysis of countries

which had applied IMF adjustment measures and those which had not, so as to

provide memuver States with 2 suitahle and adequate framework for policy decisiomns.

41. Attention was also drawn to issues which should have been discussed in the
Treport;“suChmasNrecomméﬁdétidné for apprdpriéte:pdlicyminstrumentg_to!increase
the development and utilization of domestic raw materials, create a favourable
investment climate, and promote barter trade, and an appeal for a study on the
latter was nade, 'Thé;hurvéy“SBduid“alsb‘ﬁave exéﬁiﬁed thé'effaéts of falling
o0il prices on both exporters and importers. A study on foreign exchange leakapes
was-proposed, and the secretariat.was requested to look more closely at the

causes of the fall in cotton prices.

- 42, Delegations acknowledged the importance of public debt monitoring systems,
‘and felt that examples should have been provided of countries with-established
systems, In a wider context, thc usc of foreipn expertise was observed to be

costly and “clepations requested ECS to look into the matter snd present proposals,

43, Issues raised recarding the datz given in thé ‘report included thé criteria
ﬁsed for the selection of the 11 countries whose profiles were presented.'"Errors
in the data were pointed out, and the Committee agreed that the Iast sentence of
paranraph 115 should be déleted, One delegation stated that narap¥aph 1¥0‘was

" ‘unacceptable, and paragraph 140 incomprehensible. Paragraph 57 was questioned
in the linht of the provisions of the new international ecombdmic order regarding
equal "n'! cquitable cconomic ‘relationships and it Wwas proposed that it should

- be .either deleted or reformulated. Corrections.to the data in paragraphs 24,

107, 108, 109, ‘110, 134, 136, 147, 194, 197 and 218 were proposed and the

- Committee requested concerned member States to submit their amendments to the
gecraetariat in writing, The Committec agreed, moreover, that member States should
in future endaavour to provide the secretariat with timely and relisble data,

s0 as to avoid querying-the data during meetings.  Scme delerrtinns pointed out
that, except in rerard te the fow woints vhich had been questisne!, the survey
was solitly based. Bowgver, cars stoul?d be cxerciscd:in the choice of wording,

in view of the Jocument's internctional aulience.



E/ECA/TPCY.7/L.1
Pare 17

44, The Fxecutive Secretory said that while the Joint Conference of African
?lanners, Statisticians and Democraphers had considered a summary of the
rresent survey 2t its fourth session, that ceuld not always ba the case since
the Joint Conferemcec met once cvery tuo years; while the survey was prepared
every year, The survey had to be credible and should faithfully reflect what had
actually transpired in the countrics without any covering up. Its preparation
was a 3oint responsitility of the merber States and the secrctariat, and

2 strict timetable had to be observed in its preparztion: to facilitzte that
task, the possibility of usiny nztionzl correspondents micht be considered.
Interprctation of data wos always subject to debate oud discussion; however
the sccretariat had taken note of all observations,; and would prepearc a

revigion of the docunent bascd on then.

(t) ECA/ADB Economic Report on Africa 1986

£5. Introducing the Joint ICA/ADE Feononic Peport on Africa 1986, a representa-
tive of the sccretarilat said that part I dealt with cconoric developments

durinn 1295 and prospects for 1906, while Qart I1 dealt with arricultursl
policies ond perfornance in the period 1070-1985. Te hichlirhted the re-
comnendations wade in part II of the report regardine the pronotion of
arricultural rescarch ard cxtension and the reform of policies, and drew the

attention of the Copmittee to new roles proposed in the remcrt for ARE end ECA,

4t, In the ensuinp discussior, delerations conpratulated the ECA and ADE
secretariats on the report, and noted that the policy recormendations 1t
contained were in line with Africa's  Priority Prorramne for Economic
Recovery, 198(-1¢90, However, much as the spirit was cormendable, the report
covered the same ground as the survcy‘of ceononic and scclal conditionz in

Africa 1984~1985: in futurc, the two docurerts could be nmerred,
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47. The bricf corparative anslysis of acricliural policics was discussed
at lengtb. The lack of precision, cbjectivity and analytical criteria

and the use of secondary ata instcad of prinary data were criticized.

48, Concernine the data presented in the report, the ropresentative

of Mireria seid that YVircriz had never preduced petroleur beyond its

OPEC cucta, an? preposcd deletion of the reference to Niceria in sub-
parzereph (b) on page 1. The reprasentative of lMali propesed the follow-
ing arendrent of the sccond senterce of the last paracraph on pace 13

“In tiali, the authorities had tzken steps to reduce the Stot¢'s share in
the econery with 2 view te naking cortoin onterpriscs private or seni-
private," The representative of Alreria reguested the deletion of

the words "inefficiency and” in the second porarraph of part I, section 33,
The representative 0f the United Republic of Tanzania requested a
definition of ‘'public-sccter doveleprent exnemsiture con asriculture'

and inforried the Comnittee that the firure for his country fer 1284-1985
was 30 per cent. Tha country coverase and the re~iomal croupines used

in the tables werc questiomed; ~nd the secreterint was requested to provide

rore datail,

49, The representative of Sencerel pointed out that the analysis and
cvaluaticn in vespect of his courntry was prenature, since the new
agricultural policy mertiones! in the docuncnt had been adopted only in
1284 and had firset been epplied in 1935, It wns not true that price
controls on cereals were used ta help protect urban consumers. He also
took excenticn to the remarlk that Scnepgal rersined a hich-cost food
prcducer both before and after the new policy had been cdopted, and
expressed. his delenation’c rescrvotions on the sections of the report

dealin~ with Scnepol.

50, Dne participont said that the underutilization ¢f manufacturing

capacity wrs partly attributable to the shift from foreirn te domestic
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rau neterials, sincc nanufacturing cquionent.-iras witen-desdsned for-

specific raw materials, which might not be available when needed.

51. Delerotions stressced the importance of apricultural research and
fhc transfer of technelopy in arriculture, and the nced for collective
sclf-relinnce in thot area. Uowever, there were difficulties in the
promotion of acricultural and technolegical rescarch in the Sahelien
envircnment. The need to develop skills in projcet anpraisal ond
evaluaticn as Ucli as nerotiating skills wns pointed out. The observer
from AAPTC cautioned cn the denccrs of policy swines fror one extreme

to ancther.

5Z2. Delepgaticons indicated that rricing pclicics were cften influenced
Ly the level of internatinnel prices, and ncted the proposed study on

the harmeonizatiorn of acyiculturnl pricine policies in the Weset African
sutrerien. The rhserver from FAD ther inforred the Cormittee that his
creanization nad undertaken 2 nurber of studiers in arriculturzl pricine

pelicies, -and was ready to make ther available,

533. Deleraticnc welcored the new role of ADR in apricultursl develop-

rient, but cmphesized that it needed to be properly defined.

54, The representative of the secretariat cssurces the Commitiee that
the secretariat had taken noto eof -1l cbservaticns and would incorporate

ther: in futurce reports.

55. The Txccutive Sccretary welconed the Cormittec®s Lroad endorsement

of the rerort, which had focused cna~ricultural reseszrch since cven the
little research hoing done mag externclly srieated. The cbjective of

thie comprrative snalysis in th: rerort wos to stress the need for country—

specific research.

56. The Cormittec toclk note of the report and ~f tho reservation stated

by the deler2tion of Sceneral.
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Preparation for the International Conference on Africa'’s Ixternal Indebtedness

(agenda iten 6)

57. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/23, a representative of the secretariat
recalled that the proposed Conference had been called for by the Assenbly

of Heads of State and Government of the Orgpanization of African Unity

at its twenty-first ordinary session. The objective of the Conference

as outlined in Africa's Priority Propramme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990
was to provide a forum for international creditors and African borrowers

to discuss Africa's external debt with a view to arriving at appropriate
emergency, short-, medium— and long-term measures to alleviate Africa's

debt nroblems.

58. The documenﬁ, prepared jointly by the secretariats of OAU, ECA, ADB
and ACMS, which had been charged witﬁ preparing for the confercnce,
contained suggestions on where the Conference should be held, who the
participants should be, the choice of chairperson and the contents of the

docurentation.

5. In the ensuing discussion, delegations suggested that participation
in the proposed conference should be open to all African countries to
ensure that the debt problems and issues confrontine each and every one
of them were fully dealt with, Similarly, all the creditoré should be
invited to participate., In that wav, the iSSués could be discussed and
it would be demonstrated that Africa's debt was a problem of both donors

and creditors.

0. Attention was drawn to the need for the document to emphasize the
fact that external shocks arising from the internatiomal environment,
such as fluctuating and falling commodity orices and currencies,
narticularly the United States dollar, as well as sharply deteriorating
terms of trade, were major contributing factors to Africa's ever—-

increasing external debt which were beyond Africa's control.
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61. Some delegations felt that according to the mandates given by the
twenty-first session of the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government,
the secfetariaté of ECA. OAU and ADB should concentrate on preparing

a basic document on substantive i-rucs, while proecedural matters such as
participation, chairmanship and organization should be dealt with by

the current Chairman of OAU, thiough consultations to be undertaken.

62. The view was also expressed that the document for the conference
should be designed to serve as a basis for nepotiations. In that respect,
emphasis should be placed on how much contribution Africa's debt had made
to international development, thereby benefiting creditors' countries,
which should therefore bz comnsidered as co~responsible for Africa’s
indebtedness, The expected outcome of the Conference should also have

a bearing on the international zconomic system so as to prevent the re-

occurrence of the related agnravating factors.

63. The representative of Morocco recalled the fact thar tha four secretariats
had been working together to prepare relevant documents for the proposed
conference. While he recugnized ECA's ennnomic rele, vhirh his country
strongly supported, he was of the view thai political issues should neot

come before the meetings of the Commission. Accordingly, he stated his

country's strong reservation regarding sucn Working arrangements.

64, Replying to the questisue raised, tha repres:mtative of the
secretariat said that due account would be taken, in preparing the
document for the conference, of the comments and suggestions made by

participants,

£5. Referring to the concern expressed over the expected outcome‘of
the conference, he stressed the need to avoid the conference turning
into a confrontation between debtors and creditors. Indeed, every
effort shouid be made to ensure fruitful negotiafioné which wdﬁid lead
amoﬁg other things to the adoption of important measures and the

conclusion of effective agreements on possible debt cancellations and moratoria

dogigned to immrove the financial situationof indebted African countries.
66, The Cormitice zgiecd t~ continu~ dtn conglderation of this item in the

context of agenda item 12(f}.
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The situation of food and. agriculture in Africa (agenda item 7)

(a) Report to the Conference of Ministers on the food situation

in Africa

(b) Report to the Conference of Ministers on review of food and

‘agricultural policies in seiected African countries: A basis

i

for improving government policy planning capacities

67. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/12/Rev.l under sub-item (a), a.-
representative of the secretariat said that it analysed the food supply
situation in Africa, discussed past and proposed future efforts to
rehabilitate African agriculture, and identified a number of basic
constraingg to those efforts, -Cn the whole, the food supply situation
had improved in all but six African countries during the 1985/86 period,
due primarily to the revu¢n ol (he .2lii. In orider to improve the food
situation and rehabilitate agriculture in Africa, the report emphasized
the need for continuous short~, medium- and long-term measureé aimed

particularly at small farmers and women.

68. Introducing sub-item (b), = representative of the secretariat presented
document E/ECAICM.IZ/IS; which contained a brief survey of several
policies generally affecting the food and agricultural sector in Eastern
and Southern Africa and the associated recommendations for dealing with
them. The policies were grouped into three broad areas: {n) sectoral
performance policies; (b) incentive policiss; and (c¢) sunnort services
policies. The inability of the Governments concerned to develop effective
policies in each of those areas in an integrated manner had given rise
respectively to (i) the existence of parallel-market economies and
unfavourable domestic terms of trade against agriculture; (ii) inequitable
income distribution and subsidy allocation against food nroducers; and

(iii) limited and inefficient agricultural marketing and credit systems.

69. During the debate on the two documents, participants noted with

satisfaction, the improved food supply situation during the 1985/86 period.
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Concern was however expressad about problems that could possibly arise from
the increased production, In that comnection, particular menticn was made
of food surpluses and the Jifficulty of maximizing their use, To deal

with the problem, it was proposed that FAO and ECA should assist in
evolving arrangements for distributing such surbluses from the surplus

countries to deficit ccuntries.

70. On the coverage of document E/ECA/CM,12/15, it was pointéd out that
the findings of a study on the cxperience of a select number of countries
could not necessarily be generalized to all parts of Africa, particularly
because of ecological differences; accordingly, similar studies needed

to be undertaken on experience in the other subrevions, particularly the
Sahel. In addition, the Committee called for studies on agricultural

research, the cost of irriegation, and water usage,

71. Participants highlighted the vital link between agriculture and
industry, as well as the important role wonmen played in the development

of the agricultural sector in Africa and the need to take that role into
consideration when developing programmes and policies for the rehabilitation
of agriculture, particularly in the areas of food production, processing

and marketing, where women were predominant,

72. The need to go beyond problem "identification" studies into practical
and concrete proposals for the rehabilitation of the agricultural sector
was stressed. The reorientation of consumption patterns and the
dissemination of information on such reorientation to farmers vere
identified as being crucial in the formulation of such nolicies. In that
connection, one participant described the factors which, in addition to
favourable weather, had led to the increase in agricultural production in
his country: the Govermnment had instituted concrete policies. such as
control of food imports, the granting of attractive incentive and

pricing packages to local vproduccrs and ensuring the availability of
acricultural inputs.
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(¢) Report to the Conference of Ministers on measures for the improvement

- of co-operatives and small farmers® orranizations/associations in

the marketing of food and livestock products

73. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/16, a represcntative of the secretariat
said that the purpose cf the study whose findings it contained was to
‘propose policies and programmes that would facilitaterrufal and economic
development in Africz within the framework of the Lanos Plan of Action and
the African Rerional Fcod Tlan. The document contained information onm

those facters which had been respnnéiblé for successes in co-operative
movements in Africa, and preéented naticnal and’ Yericnal proposals Zesigned
to enhance the capabilities of‘co—operatives in the marketing of food and

livestock procucts.

74. The Committee tock note of the repert.

(1) Report to the Conference of Ministers on a study of focd import

“substitution programmes in Africa

(¢) Rencrt to the Conference of Ministers con land-use policies and

farming in Africa

75. . Under sub—item (d); a representative of the secretariat intreduced
decument E/ECA/CM.12/17, which contained the findings of an assessment of
measures heing taken by the Governments of Botswana; Kenya, Madapascar,
Malawi, Mauritius, the United Reputlic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe to
aqhiéve food self—sﬁfficiency. Given the trends in production, trade

'aﬁd consumptionlfatternsg it was estimated that many of the countries of
.thé.suﬁreﬂion would depend heavily on external sources to meet their food

requirements by the vear 2000 unless drastic measures and sound strategies

for food'selfwsufficiency'werc adonted. In order tc address the problems
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identified, the document recommended: (1) formulaticn of policies to raise
per capita domestic food production, especially by small farmers, including
women;(ii)Lﬁnplementation.of import substitution programmes focusing on
staple crops; (11i) oducation of consuners, perticularly in urban azreas, on
the need to utilize domestically produced foods; (iv) efficient manarement
of agricultural preoduction and marketingz institutions in order tc avoid
waste of limited resources; and (v) co—-ordination and harmonization, at the

subregional level, of food development plans and policies.

76, Under sub~item (e), a representative of the secretariat introduced
document E/ECA/CM.12/6 containing the findings of a study on land-use
policies and farming systems in Kenya, Mozambique, the United Republic of
Tanzania and Zambia. The major land-use problems arcse from inadequate
governmental policies, such as those concerning land-use planmming,

irriration and domestic enevey, or from population, climatic and seil
conditions, severe overgrazing and land degradation, as well as from
conflicts between aifferent land users. The following policy options to deal
with the problems werc propesed: (&) intepration of lond-use planning

and farining practizes inte rational and regional development planning;

(b) cdevelopment of institutions and mechanisms for intecrated planning and
co-ordination; (¢) elimination of traditional conflicts between different
land users through the adeption of new land-use systems which would enhance
food self-sufficiency and maintain ecoloriczl balances; and (d) strengpthening
of the instituticmal base for research, Jdata collection and information

for planning, manazement and monitoring of land-use and farming systems.

77. During the discussion that followed, several participants reiterated
their repgret at the late distribution of the documents,; advance study of
which by national apriculture and food experts would have benefited

the Committec.

78. The Committee tock note of the reports under the two sub-items.
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(f) Report on review of prosrammes and stratepies of intergovernmental

institutions to reduce fond waste and losses in Africa

() Survey of constraints on the improvement of storage facilities in

Central and North Africa

79. Introducing docuwneat E/IZCA/CM.12/38 under sub-item (f), a representative of
the secretariat said that the stuldy on which the document was based had‘been
prepared in responsc to General Assembly resclution 3362 (S-VII) of 1975, calling
on cdeveloping countries to reduce food waste and losses by 50 per cent hy 1985,

and to past decisions of the ECA Conference of Ministers.

80. One sirnificant findine of the study was that about 20 per cent of cereals
alone was lost and that in 1985 alone, such losses were estimated at 14 millicn
tons valued at approximately- §US 2.9 bhillion. The study provided infermation
on the primary and secondary causes of food waste and leosses and on curative
and prophylactic measures, and noted the constraints in human and material
resoutrces, weak collaboration and delays in implenenting procvamnes. To deal
with the issues irvelved, it recormended that: (a) member States should
allocate adccauate rescurces to the reduction of food waste and losses; (b) sreater
collabaratisn should he prometed among institutions dealing with focd waste

and lcsses; and (e) full suppert should be siven to the activities of those
institutions, which should implement accepted prosrammes in collaboration with

other relevant arencies.

81. Under sub-item (-} a representative of the seerctariat introduced document
E/ECA/CM.12/35, which showed that most post-harvest losses occurred at the storage
stage. Inm some cases, sucn losses amounted Lo abouc 10 per cent in cereals alone.
The report also contained information on the functions and structures of storage
facilities, rweasures to reduce losses at storage stage, including prografmes and
projects at national and subregicnal levels, and critical storage constraints,

which included policies, structurcs and practices, pre—storage condition of crops,

pest contrcl methods, research, extension/training services and institutional problems.

To assist memher States in dealiny with those constraints, the report recommended

that: (») mecber States ' .uld rebnbilitate and irprove fooo storage facilities,
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particularly in rural areas; (b) mass media should be used to educate farmers
on storame procedures and other measures; and (¢} inter-country co-operation

in compatible areas or fields should be established and/or reinforced.

82. The meeting took note of the reports submitted under the two sub-items.

Prorress on the imnlementation of ongoing srecial trogrammes (apenda item 8)

(a) United Nations Transport and Communications Necade in Africa: Progress

report on the second phase propramme and consideration of future action

Report of the fifth Conference of the African ‘Ministers of Transport,

Communications and Planning /dgenda itewm 12(k)7

83.: 1In view of the fact that the two items dealt with the same progranmme, the

- Committee decided to take them together.

84. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/13, on progress on the implementation of
the Decade pfdgramme; a representative of the secretariat said that ‘it had been
prepared jointly by the Inter-Agency Co-ordinating Committee for the Decade,

" and had been considered by the African Ministers of Transport, Communications
2nd Planning at their fifth meeting held in Harare, Zimbabwe, from 3 to 11 March
1986, Of the 578 transport sector projects,. 36 (6 per cent) had been completed
and another 106 (18 per cent) were under execution inm 1985, while of the 472
communications sector preojects, 24 had been completed and another 71 were under
implementation. SUS 3.7 billion {20 per éent) out of the total SUS 18.255
billien programme costs had been railsed, about 61 and 39 per cent from internal

znd external sources respectively.

85. Introduclng the report of the fifth meeting of the Conference of African
Minilsters of Trangport, Communicatfons and Plamning (E/ECA/CM.12/43),

. he drew the Committze's attention to the resolutions adopted by the Conference
‘and to the major recommendations of the Joint Insnection Unit's evaluation

report on the Decade,

86. The representative of Morocco recalled resolutions 83/29 and 84/42 of the
Conference of African ifinisters of Transpo:’rt9 Communicrtions and Planning,
: followinr which lorocco had orpanized the opening meetint of the Tangiers-
‘ Lapos hipghway stecring committee, attended by 10 countries of which seven

had been represented at the ministerial level.
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87, HMorocco had been surprised, at the Harare Conference, by the terms of
docunent E/ECA/TCD/36/Corr.l, which pointed out that a chanpe ig_:éspiution
84/42 by the Conference of Ministers in its resolution 437 {XIX) had resulted
7‘1n the secretariat being unable to organize the steering cormittee meeting,

The consensus res ulting from the consultations on resolution 487 (XIX) was
stated in document E/1984/71 (E/ECA/CM.10/38) as . follous- ("... on the.under-
standing that the resolutions adopted by the Confercnce of Ministers of
Transport, Connunications and Planniny at Conakry vere still valid," Moteover,
documents A/3%/771 (Ef1984/98), and A/40/409 (E/1985/109) {ncluded the Tangiers-
Lapos highway;'in paragraphs 3¢ and 16 respectively, among the projects of
decisive importance fo the deQeIOpnént of tramsport in Africa.

sy

88, Reiterating his country's reservations repgarding the consultations which
had taken place at the Harare Conference and their outcome, he offered to
pubmit for consideration by the twelfth meeting of the Conference of Ministers
'a draft resolution on the Tangiers-Lagos highway which would be in conformity
with previous decisions. '

© 89. The representative of Algeria remarked that the issue had been discussed
and decided by thée Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications

and Planning on the basis of the overall consideration of the objectives of

the Lagos Plan of Action, and cautioned asainst reopening debate on the matter,

90. After observations by several representatives, the Committee concluded

that:

(a) The matter was a political one, and the matter had been considered
and decided on by the Conference of African Miaisters of Transport, Communilce-

tions and Planning, which was the competent body to deal with 1it:
(b} The Committee was not competent to deal satisfactorily with the issue;

(¢) The observations of the representative of Mo:ogco would be reflected

in its report to the Conference of Ministers;

(d) Any parties were free to take up the matter at the Conference of

Ministers level, if they so desired.

g1. The representative of UNFSCO said that his organization would continue

to collaborate with ECA in the implementation of the Decade programme; in
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forrulating a programme for the second Decade, closer co-operation and a

rnulti-sectoral approach would be cssential,

92. The representative of iCAO described hic organization's involvement in
the Decade and in promotingddévciopment and safety in air transport. ECA's
cfforts to . liberalize the f;éédoms of the air, which largely depended on
good will, were to be commendéd. Héialso'infdrned the Committee of ICAG's
various Alr Wavigational Plans in Africa and its allocation of $US 1 million
for search and rescue misslons iﬂ;Africa, as well as the continued close

collabeoration between ICAO and ECA.

{(b) United Vaticns Industrial Development Decade for Africe: Jodnt

progress Yeport by ECA, UMIDO and 00 ~nd consideration for future

action

93, Introducing decurment E/ECA/CK.17/19, a representative of the secretariat
sald that it covered two main arecs, 1ntgr?séérgtariat co-operation and policy
development in the implementation of the progragmé'fér‘tﬁe Decade and the
activities carried out .in support of that ﬁrogxammé. Basically, two problems
had been ehcountered in implementing the Decade propramme, relating respectively
te financingg and to data. . . With respect to finapgial problaems, the African
Industrial Development Fund was not yet opetati&nal and 1ts viability was even
becoming dubious because member Statés had not yet responded to the call .of the
Conference of Hinistere to accede to the Constitution of the Fund and pay their
contributigns. Furthermore, the $US 700,000 requested by the Commission, with
the support of the-E;onomic‘and Social Council, for allocation to the Cormission
out of the annual 5US 5 miliibn'ailécated by the General Assembly to UNIDO for
the programme had not been made avnilable., The secretariat was taking steps

to seek clarification on that rmatter from United Nations Headquartera.

94. Regarding data problems, the secretariats had mot been getting the informa-
tion on the status of subresional and other industrial projects needed to enable

them to update such prolects,
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95, The representative of UNIDO referred to the close co-operation between
the UNIDOQ, TCA and CAU secretariats as well ac between UNIDO and African
countries, at both thc national and subrecional levels in the selection,
formulation and execution of industrial projects under the Decade programre..
The $US 5 million annual allecation was prossly inadequate in relation to the
irmmense needs of Africa'’s industrialization. Therefore, the amount was beéino
deployed in such a way 25 to generate maximurm multiplier effect In selected
priority areas. Activities undertaken by UMNIDO under the Decade prosrarme

ond financed from that allocation included the orcanization of national
wvorkshops on stratesles and policy development and subrerional meetings

on industrial co-oreration and mobilization of industrial investment finance,
the preparation of selected feasibility studles, the publicizinp of the Decade,
as well as the ornanization outside Africa of rromotional meetines to mobilize

increased attention and support for the Decade.

56. There were, however, serious constraints effectine the implementation ?f
the Decade. These included inadequate financial resources for botﬁ 1nvestmén;
and technical assistance, the unfavourable intern-~tionnl attitude towards .
induqtrialization in Africo, end the lack of appronriate feaslbility utUdiES.
Co-operation had been established with both the World Bank and the African |
Development Bank with the objective of working out & common approach to

increasinr the finoneial base for industrial vrojects in Africa,

97. 1In the ensuinn diSCUSSion,-delegations errhasized that lack of well
prepared- feasibility studies on investrment projects constituted a major
constraint to the nmobilization of industrial investment resources. ECA and. .
UNIDO should place strone emphasis on the developnent of indigenous
capabilities to prepare such studies, especially iIm the metal working sector,
so that the countries of the region could absorb the technolopies that wvere

beinr transferred to them.

08. Participants strongrly felt that the transformation of UNIDO into
specialized arency of the United Nations should not lead to a reduction in
the rrograrme, and hence a loss to Africa, as evidenced by the reduction of
the SUS 5 million ~llocated by the General Assembly to UNIDO for the Decade

Proeramme to only $US 4.3 million after UNIDO's conversion into a specialized
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arency. It wee noted that In erder to securc the inclusion of even the
reduced level of funding in the 1986-1%87 recular programme of UNIDO had
reguircd intensive negotiations and a2 vote. In thnt respect, tribute was
pald to the efforts made by African countries at the meetings of UNIDO's
Programme and Budcet Committee,Industrial Development Roard and General
Conference to secure thot approval, and 1t was suppested that a2 resolutiom
be adopted urgping Africon countries to continuc to particinate massively

and effectively iIn these a2nd other such meetings.

99. Attention was drawn to naragraph 8 of document E/TCA/CM.12/19 which the
participants felt needed to Be smended to reflact the faoct of, and the reasons
for, the postponerment to Septenber 1986 of the eishth Conference of Africen
HMinisters of Industry and the precedinr meeting of the Interpovernmental Exrerts
of the Whele, which were initially scheduled to take place at Bujumbura
(Burundi) in March 19286. Thot anendment was necessary as the report, contrary
to the established practice, had not been submitted to the Conference of African

Ministers of Industry prior to its submission to the Conference of Ministers.

100. The Executive Secretary explained that the eirhth Conference of African
Hinisters of Industry was not held in March 1986 as planned because its dates
conflicted with those of the series of meetings preparatory to the special
session of the General Assembly on the critical cconomic situation in Africa,
which had to be inevitably orranized throuphout barch. Pe was joined by
participants,includinﬁ UNIDO, in expressinr appreciation to the Government of
Burundi for the understanding shown in remaining ready to host the postponed

Conference in Septenber 1686,

101. It was noted that contrary to its title the document under consideration
contained no section dealins with future action. It was therefore surcested
that in futurc the progress report on the drplencntation of the Docade programme
should, in addition to providing an appraisal of nctivitics already undortaken,
2ive also an indication of future action. The ropresentative of UNIDO indicated
that his organization was giving consideration ¢ an evoluation of sore of the
IDDA prejects upen their vaturity, whoen such an cvoluation weuld be able to

lead to uscful ecenclusiens.




E/ECA/TPCW.7/L.1
Page 32

102. The participents were informed of the activities being undertaken by
UJESCO in the area of new and rencwable sources of encrey in suvnnort of
industrialization in Africa. Pilot projects were under way in Vest Africa
to improve energy informaticn networks, and provosals had been formulated
for extending mechanisms for disseminatineg rescarch and developrient results,
Those activities and promosals twre in support of the Ducade programme.

€o-oneration between UNIDC and UHESCO in this respect was being intensified,

103. In responsc to a question addressed to UNIDO rcgarding:its éo~operation
with ECA on the preparation of the 1%84/1935 Econonmic Survey of Africa which
prescnted a bleak pitture.of the indusﬁrial séctor, the.rapreéeﬁtative of
UNIDO indicated that the views cxpressed in the survey withlfeéafd'fo the
industrial sector were those of ECA, Hhilc noting the cbnstraint§land
difficuitics faced by maﬁf African industrial entéfppises; UNIDO rerained
basically optimistic reparding the crucial role which industry was dcsfined
to play if Africa was to realize fully the objectives of the Lagos Plan of
Action and the Final Act of Lagos as well as Africa’s DPriority Programme

for Eeonomic Recovaery. African countries should therefore be encouraged

i

to take a more positive view of iIndustrialization, he added.

{¢) Revicy and appraisal of thc achievements of the United Hations

H

Deccade for Women in Afvica

Report of the scventh meeting of the Africa Pegional Co-ordinating

Committee on the Integration of lomen in Development [agenda item 12(d))

104. As the two agenda itoms werc closely rclated, the Committee decided to

discuss them together,

105, Introducing docusent E/ECA/CM,.12/20, s reopresentative of the secretariat
stated that the Worid Conféiremce to Raview and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade for Yomen s "Equality, Development and Peace, held

in Mairobi in July 1985 had noted the proéress made in awareness, legislation,
education, cmployment and women' s gra?sroéts organizations, but had drawn

attention tc persistent obstacles such as nesative attitudes, discrimination
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and insufficicont recornition of veron's cecononmic contributicns. Africen
wonen “ad cnphazized thoir particuler comcern oveor illiterecy, the Inadecuatc
access of vomon formers to irnd, crcedit and cxtunsion servicos and the scverc
irpact on women of tho current Afriecar crisis. In corder to overcoug thosc
obstocles the Conforcnee bad adepted cor prehensive forward--looline stratarics
for eprnlicetion at the national, ruricnel, international and ~lolal Trovels

to cnsure thoe couitable participstion ard eodcquate recorrition of wowmen in

develonnent.

106. Tve President of the Africe Verier.l Co~ordinztine Conmittce on thc
Interration of onen in Towvelepoont (APCC), intreducins the ronert of the
Cormittee's scventh ccetine, suewrcrized the conclusions reached on the
participation of woiwen in the UITE fourth nrorrorine evele (1277-18915%. the
irplementation of wvonern’s prorrar scs at the subroecicral and rerional levels,
the followv-up to the Mairobi orld Cenfircnce, the dncorporation of womon's
neede into natienal develorment ~lons, the perticiration of wormen in industrisl
devolorment and the preparetions for the spocisl scssion of the United Yatione
Teneral fAsscmbly on the critical ccororiic cituation in Africe.  The Cormmittec
had cxpressed ite rratitude for UUTP's suprort Lut hed roted vith ~rave concern
the current procorious Tirepciel situsticon of tho ECA vorer’s preorrarme,
cspeeislly in the Siconvd irsced end Toreicro-Tasced TULPCOCs, and had czllee for
the zcceese of woronm e lorce rosources such #s thesz to to mebilized throurh
the UMY procreirins oxerciscs, The Cormittee hoo 2lse crphesized the inodeouato
participation of -rarir dn the preonarations for fho epecisl scecion., Tinally,

it i-ed adopted two resolutione fer cengideretion ty the Conferemec of !inisters,

107. Particirsrnte diccussed cxtenslve Iy the iszucs raiscd by the tro roperts,
payirye trilute te /fricap voron's ecticverente ond sirnificant contributions

to devclorment. They srrend thoat there verc major scciclorical ond firencinl
constrainte to the 9dvéncorent of woncn;but ur~cd that receenitior ¢ ~iven to
th concrete offerts bedns mede bty foverrnents ir nromotir~ weren. Ceveral
perticipante provosaed oendrents to the tite recclutions rrescnted vwith o view

to clerifyir~ sore issucs und facilitatin~ tho implerentotion of thosco resolu-
tiong. Thoy rlse stresecd the recd for movior Statcs and intcrartional
or~apizations to utiltice {fricen cuncrte and suroceted thot o speecial recolution

nirht Le forrulatoed to thot offcet,
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108, Thc obscrver frorm UILSCO rofcrrad to his orcsnization®s continued co-
epcration with rorlcer Tteates ard the "CA wonen®s prorramme, and aprcaled

for effective co-ordination of activitics nct oniy vithin the United Taticns
syster. but alsc with AU vhich bad plenned to cstablish 2 unit on wvorien and

devolopment in [frice.

109. e perticirant oliccted te porarrepl. 22 of document T/TCA/CIL17/ 0
cencernine the decision telen by the Trirebi Vorld Ceonfercrec to adopt all
its documents by consensue, indicatin~ that what should hove been reflected

in the veport wore the difficultics couecd by prepocals from certzin countrics.

110. The rerrcescontetive of lorocce cxpressed his countrv’s rcservation on
resolution 2 in docunernt E/700/C7.10/31 or the Gercral Asserkly’s special

scegion on t'e eriticel ceorerdce situction ir Africe,

111. Resgpondinc to ismues raiscd by meorticipants, the APCC President ond the
represcentative of the secretariat cupressed apprecirtion for the positive
coutributionrs of the Committee. The rerrcoocntative of the sceretarist sove
assurances that the prrticular situetiers in tho Gisenyi-based and Tangiers-
beced I'WLPRCe would e recularized, althouch the policy orrens of the Tanciers-
taged LULPRC bad to mele rroater cfforts to revitalize tbe sulrerion's women’s

TYOZrAarie .

112, The Cormitinc toc) rote of thi tio reports and recormended the trans-

mission of the tvo receolutiorns 2s avonded to the Conference of Vinisteors.,

Prorotion of cconomic co-operation and interrotior (arenda item )

() Tgoperte fro the IUTPCCs’ Cowneils of Tinisters

113. The currert chaipwn of the ~overninrs Locdies of the Yaoundc, lusaka, Misnev,
Cisenyi and Touricre-beored iTLPOCs introduced their respective reperts, vhich
dealt prirerily vith the rorh of cack I'ULT2C's coverrine body, the studies con-
ductad, scectoral activiticec, o~dviscry scrvices provided to member States,
resolutions adoprted at their 1270 wectings and assistance provided to various
subregional ~rourin~s end inter-overrrentel orcanizotions. They also descrited
the irplenentation status of cock ! ULPCC s worl prosrermme for 1779% and the

problers “ncounturacd.
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114. Thile conrratulctine the [ VLPOC ond ECA scerctariats in pencral on the
efforts made te deocentralize staff ond other rosources in furtherance of the
PULPNCe" work rrecrarces, porticipanis recrettad tké continuin~ overall

T

chertace of huren and financial resources rvailable teo the V'ULPRCs, and celled

on LECA te corntinue its aofforty to transfor stafi Frorm ite headeuartere to
them. erber Ttates were roouested to ralle contributions in ovder to 2ssist

tho 1™ in Aischarrin~ the functiens asgicrved to tiar.

115. The Cormittee took nete of it reports

(t) oSicennisl rvepeort of the Fxéeutive Sceyctary on tie activities of

 IC/~-sponscred inetitutiorsg, 19841077

(¢) Ticnrisl conoolifeted vrorromiwe of worl and prioritick includin~
itu

budrets of VCA-spensered crecislised inst tiong, 1077-1077

116. Introducin~ thc consolidated biennial rowert on the activitice for 197
1265 (B/TCA/C, 1 /75)Y »nd cremeolidated Yicmanisl wer! rrocrzire ard budeet for
C1ER0A0C T (B/ECAJG L J20) ef TCh-sponsercd fcvicnﬂl and culreceionnt institu-
tions, the Teecutive fecretery snid that epart frow the fincneial institutions,
all FCL-snoncorcd dnstitutions hod ir the po st suffered not orly fror serious
finencial difficultics cicasioncd Ly the lats poy ot or non-payment of member
States’ contributicvns, Put nlsa from insufficient rerlerchip. Conscouently,

their Ludrcts for the 1070-177 bienniur wvore ~onerelly redost,

117. A numter of thero institutione - for cewormle TRCTAS, PCSSIPL and ATCT -

vord nov seeldins to cnse the burden by chrroing Stater for the consultonew

scrvices thev rrovirfced in the cortent of projecht exceutiorn fn cuemnle vas

the services din hydroccoloriczl survevip-~ TOAET had provided to the Coreoros,

which had Leen cormomed by tle Torld for®, Vo ampealed to nerler Jfates to

crvicoe nrovided Lv fle institutions. =hich

roke use of the covsyltency s
frica’s socio-cecono:ie dovelomont,

F]aycd nr 1oportant rvole din Al
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118. During the ensuing dcbate, all speakers endorsed the Executive Secretary's
remarks concerning'the institutions' importance., Some delegations complained
about the absence of up-to-date information on their financial obligations to

the institutions, In that connection, it was sugpested that one way of reminding
member States of such obligations would be to prepare a list of member States'
contributions and arrears as an annex to the annual report on the activities

of the institutions, which was usually submitted to the Conference of Ministers.,

119. With regard to the implementation of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the rationalization of the activities of the institutions
sponsored by ECA and OAU, one representative inquired whether there was geing
to be a special report or not. As part of the answer to that question, a
representative reported briefly on the status of the implementation of the
recommendation on the merger of the African Cartography Association and the

African Remote Sensing Council,

120. A representative asked if the ECA-sponsored institutions co-operated
closely with their counterparts at the national level, Another inquired
whether IDEP was also affected by the current financial c¢risis, and asked why
it had not yet established the agricultural planning programme which had
firat been suggested in the biennium 1975-1979. The representative of IDEP
replied that the financial crisis was indeed a major reason why that pro-

gramme had not been initiated.

121. The representative of UNESCO informed the meeting that his organization
provided financial and technical support to some of the ingtitutions, and

would continue to do so in the future in close co-operation with ECA,

122. Responding to the call for published information on the status of
payments of contributions/assessments, the Executive Secretary said that such
an approach might help. However, what was important was that if member
States could pay only 25 per cent of their arrears, the financial situation
of such institutions as IDEP could improve appreciably, The implementation
of the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendzations would be taken up under the

agenda item on follow—up on the resolutions adopted by the Commission in

1985,
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123. Where flnanclal and techn1ca1 support was concerned, ECA welcomed the
fact that not only UNESCO, but other bodies such as UNDP and UNFPA had

always supported the institutions. The Executive Secretary reiterated that
the institutions should to an increasing extent phargg member States and
project-funding African and United'Nations égencies for their servicgs, s0

as to augment their income., $imilarly, member States, Africén funding‘
agencies and the agenéies of the United Nations syétem should use thezserviceé

of these agencies to implcment thair projects.

124. After a further exchange of views, the Committee decided to appeal to
member States for the prompt and regular fulfllment of thelr flnanc1a1 -

obllgatlons to the institutions.

125, It then tock ncte of the reports.

(d) Regional and interregional economic co~operation and technical

co-operation: Issues for consideration

126. Introducing document E/uCA/CN012(13, & reprcsertative of the secretariat
described the‘secrgtaplat 8 suppert fbr subrogional economiq orounings,
through the,MULPOCs? énd its promotion of regional and interregional co-
operation. While the paper presented ;oncentratéd on subregional economic
co-operation, the secfetariat intended to submit to the next meeting of the
Conference of Ministers two detailed papers, onme on technical co-oﬁeration

activities and another on interregional co-operation.

127. In the ensuing discussion, delepations congratulated the secretariat on
the clear and succinct paper presented and took note of its intention to
submit papers on technical co-operation activities and interfegional co~
operation to the next mgetj.ng of the Conference of Minist-ers. The need for
promotion of technical cg&oheration at subregional, regional and inter-
regional levels was emphasized, and attention was drawn to its use as a means
of promoting interregional transfer of technologf. In view of the limited
resources available for intra-African techmical co-operation activities,

attention needed to be focused on such nctivities at the interregional level,
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particularly within the framework of Scuth-South co-operatlon. It .was pointed

out that as the objective of Lechnlcal co-operation was the training

of humaon resourceq, 1nformﬂtlon vas requlred on existing fﬂL111t1_s

and pUSSlbllltluS, and refercnce was made to the need for a dlrecrory

of those and information on their fundzng. Expertlse in dlfferent fields

already existed in varlous Afr1can countrles, but fundlng contlnued to he a

problem, a2nd the secretariat was © quested to suggest solutlons.

128. The representative of Egypt said that his country .allocated a portion of .its
Indicative Planning Ficurc to technical co-operation activicics and had, in addition,
created a fund for technical co-operation with African countries under which Egyptian

experts in African countries and African students in Eg&pt were financed,

129, Delegations called for the harmonization of the activities and work pro=

grammes of subregional and regional institutions, and questioned the absence

of the chief executives of some such institutions from the Committee meeting.

The observer for OAU suggested C(hLdau Stlhey ieguonal institutions should

participate in both the tecﬁnicai and ﬁinistefial_meEtingS'of the Conference.
130. The secretariat was requested to steeoefheeAthe Lusaka-based MULPOC

and follow up on the deve opment of 1ow-cost building and construction

materials and the Bu11d1ng and Constructlon Code of Conduct, the co—ordlnatlon

of multimodal transport organ1zat1ons apd the establishment of the Eastern

and Southern African Commodity Eiehange;_issues which had not been sufficiehtly

discusses at the lasc Lusaxa"oesed MJLPOC meeting, Moreover, the 1oog-standing
request for the harmonization of the work of the Lusaka—based MULPOC with ﬁhose

of PTA and SADCC under the leadership of the MULPOC should be attended to.

131, The secratariat urdertaoh to follow up on 311 outstandlng issues.

Invitations had been sent out to all chief exezutives of subregional and

regional institutions. However, the ehange in dates as a result of the United
Nations special session on Africa had complicated the situation. Endeavours

would be made to ensure that the other regional and subregional organizations partici-
pated in mcetings of the Commission, TYiith respect to the wenkness of the Lusaka~
based IWLPOC, the secretariat acknovwledged that the MULPOC had suffered because

of the prolonged sickness of the Director, Efforts were being made to recruit

another Director.

132, The meeting took mote of document E/ECA/CM.12/13.
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Institutional development: Establishment of the African Centre for Meteorologi-

cal Applications for Development: Progress report and required further action

(agenin iten 10)

133, Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/14, its summary and addendum 1, a
representative of the secretariat said that despite the return of the rains in
most droughﬁ—stricken countries at the end of 1985, guestions would still

continue to be asked as to the possible causes, periodicity, trends and dura-

tion of drought., Africa therefore needed a system of climatological and
hydrological watch over such climate-related natural disasters as drought, floods,
cyclones and storms, so that meteorological data and observations could be

applied to such critical economic development issues as focd production, water
resources management and energy. He outlined the activities that the proposed African
Gentre for Meteorological Applications for Development (ACHAD) was to undertake,
as contained in the ECA/WMO feasibility study annexed to the document. Regarding
the location of ACMAD of five Rorional Meteorolopical Centres (fairo,

Dakar, Nairobi, Niamey and Oman) which had been considered in the ECA/WMO

study, only Cairo and Nairobi had the necessary infrastructure on which to

build.

134. In the ensuing debate, delegations generally agreed that there was urgent

need to establish ACIHAD, and th-t the location of the Centre '~ an important issue
to be discussed at the present meetim,. Some representatives expressed concern
over the financial implications of establishing ACMAD, and noted the need to
mobilize humar and material resources within existing national meteorological
services to deal with the impacts of global weather patterns on African socio-

economic development.

135. One representative pointed out that a few of the criteria used in the ECA/
WMO Feasibility Study for location of the Centre were not scientifically
objective. The inter—agency team had spent less time at the Egyptian
Meteorological Authority in Cairo than at the Kenya Meteorological Department
in Nairobi: Die objected to the comparison between the Cairo and the Nairobi
institutions contained in paragraph 40 of the document, and requested its
deletion. The inter~agency team should visit all facilities, including

the Egyptian Remote Sensing Centre which had been ip operation since 1971.
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136, Another representative said that the Centre should be located in the
Sudano-Sahelian region, where countries were most affected by drought. Another,
representative however, pointed@ out that the Centre had to denl net only with

droucht, bui also with other climate~rclated disasters such as cyclones.,

137. The observer for WMO stressed that the present relief from drought might

be only temporary. Since drought was still scientifically unpredictablc, the

need for the Centre to respond to all weather-sensitive development activities was
most urgent. ACMAD would be required to receive meteorological and related

data and processed information from various national, regional and world centres,
as well as high quality satellite data. It would process and adapt all available
data, and distribute the tailored information to national meteorological services
for onward transmission to the various users. To be able to ﬁerform that task
effectively, ACMAD would require powerful and reliable teiecommunications and
data-processing facilities, both computer-based, as well as a "critical mass™
of operatiocnal infrastructure and technological and intellectual resources

to enable it to serve as a focal point with'subregional centres for drought
mdnitoring9 early warning and others such as AGRHYMET. In conclusion, he said
that paragfaph 40 of document E/ECA/CM.12/14 should be seen in the iight of

paragraph 25, (ii) and (iv), both of which referred to the present situation.

133. The observer for ICAO said that his organization, which was also dealing

with weather, especially in the area of civil aviation, should also be associated

with the study. -

139 -The representative of the secretariat said that

-

in the future ICAQ would-
be invited to participate in any ad hoc inter-agency committee dealing with the
project. ' ‘

140. The Executive Secretary sugzested the addition of a section (f) to paragraph
41 of the report stating that the host Government must be willing to underwrite
the capital cost of establishing ACMAD, as UNDP assistance was. temporary, and
would cover only staffiny and limited adwinistrative costs. The Committee
approved the inclusion of that conditioen.

141. Tn noting the report, the Committee recommended that the Conference of
Ministers should pay careful attention to the financial problems which might arise
in connection with the establishment of ACMAD, its location and the composition

of its governing body.
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Special issues (agenda item 11)

(a) The importance of coal in Africa: Basic proposals for its development

142, Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/7, a represcntative of the sccretariat
briefed the Committee on the cngolng ECA study of coal in the various subregiocns,
and appealed to member States to assist the study team in its work. Africa’s
coal potential cffered not cnly an alternative energy source to fuelwcod and
0il, but favourable export prospects as well. He therefore stressed the need
for African Governments to take urpent steps to formulate and implement measures

that would enhance the development and utilization of ¢oal in Africa.

143, One participant observed that the document raised interestins issues:
measures must be taken to ensure that the cngoing study was not limited to an
inventory, and he sugpested the inclusion of market studies in relation to

intra-African and intermational trade,

144 . The secretariat informed the Committee that preliminary reports on coal
preduction and trade possibilities had been carried out and were available and
that the ongoing study would consider the production and trade aspects of coal

in Africa.

(b) Report of the repional expert group meeting in preparation for the

United Naticns Conference for the Promotion of Internaticnal Co-operation

in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Enersy

145, Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/22, a representative of the secretariat
said that,after reviewing the present status of and prnjected developments

in nuclear power and cother peacecful applications of nuclear energy in Africa,
the repional expert group meeting had concluded that although there was growing
awareness and fairly wide use of nuclear techniques in such fields as food and
agriculture, health and medicine, industry and water raesources development,
Africa had yet to make use of nuclear power to meet its energy needs, for

reasons which included the large capital investments required, lack of
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infrastructural and industrial support, and insufficient qualified manpower.

In order to overcome those constraints, the experts had recommended inter-agency
co-operation in resource mobilization.and in questions of access to nuclzar
technology and materials, manpower development in African institutioms, the
establishment of an appropriate international mechanism for co-ordination

and monitoring of Co-aperation activities, and the establishment of an

African associaticn of nuclear scientists.

146. In the ensuing discussion, participants stressed the need for African
countries to become invelved in nuclear research and deVelopmeht activities
from the start, rather than wmerely applying finished nuclear technology,
which limited the possibilities of regional manpower development in that
important field. The Committee also apreed that in view of the vast
investments invelved, ekisting national nuclear research institutions should
be strengthened to mect the needs ~f member States thrcough rezional

co-operation.

147. The Committee tcok note of the report and endorsed the experts’ recommendations,

(c} Report to the ECA Conference of Ministers on the African Ministerial

Conference on the Environment

'148. On the basis of agreement reached by the Committee, a representative of
the secretargat introduces documents E/ECA/CM.12/27, UNEP/AEC,1/2 and a
telex from the Chairman of the African Ministerial Conference on the

Environment tc the ECA Executive Secretary.

149, After outlining the various elements of the Caire Programme for African
Co-operation on the environment and the machineries adopted by the Conference
for the implementation of the Cairo progpramme, he stressed that the Committee
should endorse the Cairc programme as a positive step, initiated by UNEP and
supported by ECA and OAU, towards alleviating envircmmental problems in the
resion. He pointed out, however, the adverse implications of resolution No. 1/1

of the Cairc Conference, on ECA's envircmmental work programme which rccormended
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inter alia, that the ECA Conference of Ministers should decide to entrust
the environmental functicns assinmed to the Joint Intersovernmental Repional
Committee on Human Settlements and Enviromment tc the African Minister:al

Conference on the Envircnment.

150. That recommendation could be complied with by enabling the Joint
Intergovernmental Cormittee to act nis an expert advisorvy group io the Ministerial

Conference.

151. During the ensuine discussion, the representative of Egypt read out the
telex from the Chairman of the Ministerial Conference tc the Executive
Secretary and surgested that the ECA final document be amended accordincsly,

The Committee tock note of the telex.

152. The representative of UNET read a statement from his Executive Director
on the institutionalization of the African Ministerial Conference on the
Environﬁént. He said that the Cairc Procramme for African Co~operation

had stressed that Africa's environmental probléms required African sclutions,
and emphasized the importance of rer~ional and subregicnal co-operaticn in
formulating and implementing solutions and the need to allocate funds from

national IPFs to suppert envircnmental activities.

153. On the issue of instituticnalizing the African Ministerial Cenference
cn the Envircnment; the secretariat emphasized the need for an intcragency
working group to facilitate co-operation and harmonization cf the activities

of the various organizations dealin; with the enviromment in Africa,

154, The Committee acknowledged the neced for such 2 peliey orcan, but
cautioned against the financial implications to member States aof establishing
new institutions and suggested that existing institutions should be carefully

evaluated prior teo establishing any new ones.

155. In conclusion, the Committee decided to recommend to the Conference of
Ministers the retention of the Jeint Intergovernmental Regicnal Committee

on Human Settlements and the Environment, as the technical advisory body

of the African Ministerial Conferencc on the Environment, whose lepgal status

still had to be determined by the Conference.
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(d) Computer application and development

158. A representative.of the secretariat informed the Committee that in
accordance with article 6 of the rules of procedure of the Commission, the
Government of Cote d‘Ivoire had submittcd document E/ECA/CM.12/28 for considera-
tion; however. for reasons beyond its control, its representative had not been
able td attend the meeting. He therefore suggested that the Committee should
continue with the rest of its apenda until the representative of the member

State was available for the introduction of the item.

157. The Committee accepted the proposal.

H

Reports from the subsidiary organs of the Commission (z2gends item 12)-

{(a) Report of the fourth session of the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers and Information Scientists

156, Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/29, alrepresentafive of the secretariat
summarized the account of proceedings of the plenary session and its decisions
taken on the recommendation of its various cormittees, each of which had

adopted work progra&mes and strategies for 1966-1987 and indications of tha
orientation of the proposed Medium~term Plan, 1990-1995, He concluded by drawing
the attention of the meeting to the dire financial situation of IDEP, RIPS and

IFORD draft resolutions which had been prepared for consideration by the meeting

15¢. In the ensuing discussions, delegation sought clarification on the proposals
for financing IDEP. The secretariat explained that measures proposed included

a request for the continuation of UNDT support for a transitional period,
immediate recovery of 10 per cent outstanding arrears due to IDEP from member
‘States and rescheduling of remaining arrears over a limited time period,

payment of current contributions and the generation of income by IDEP from

consultancies and other appropriate activities.

160. The meeting took note of document E/ECA/CM.12/29,
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(b Report of the fifth meeting of the Intergovernnental Committee of

Experts of the Least Developed African Countries

1€1. Introducing the report (E/ECA/IDCs.6/EXP.5/6 and Corr.l1), the Chairman

of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts informed the meeting that the
Committee, which had met in Yaoundé&, Cameroon from 2 to 4 April 1966 to prepare
for the sixth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of LDCs, had in its
deliberations discussed four main items relating to African LDCs: (a) review

of economic and social conditions, major problems and policies 1934-1985;

(b) progress towards the ilmplementation of the substantial mnew pro~ramme of
nction for the 19£0s four the Least Developed Countries (SNPA): (c) assessment
of food strategies; and (d) review of ECA activities in 19&4-1985 and work programme
for 1986~1987. 1In connection with the progress towards the implementation of
SNPA, he highlighted the diminishing ODA {lows and drew attention to the measures

and recommendations for inercasing aid to African ILDCs,

162, The representative of Rvanda informed the meeting that Rwanda had presided
over the last ﬁéeting of the Intergovernmental Committee, and that the President,
Mr. Rugaravu Apollinaire, had disd on the opening day of the present meeting.

She extended Rwanda's thanks for the messages of sympathy which had been received,
and that added wessages of condeolence could still be sent to the family of the
late iir. Rugaravu who had had a very distinguished career and had continued to do

his work up to the last wminute.
1€3. The Committee then observed a minute of silence in memory of Mr. Rugaravu.

164, In the ensuing discussion, delegations congratulated the Committee on its
work. One delegation inquired whether in general documents prepared on LDCs and
in particular the document entitled " Structural adjustment: a painful process®
could be made available to countries that were not LDCs, and if non-least developed
countries could participate in the mectings of least developed countries. The
Committee noted that the propcsed study on the impliications of structural

adjustment and stabilization programmes for long~term growth and development in
African LDCs would be done as a desk study, and wondered whether there were

no alternative ways of doing it. One delegation, which had not been able to attend

the last meeting, said that the data rclating to its country were not correct

and it would be providing the secreteriat with accurate data.
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165, The representative of Mali informed the meeting that, with the assistance
of UNIDO, a solidarity meeting on industrial development would. be organized
in his country in September 1986 and extended an 1invitation to all other member

States.

16€. Responding to the guestions, the secretariat said that non~LDC member
States could attend the meetings of LDCs as observers, and that documents of

the meeting were available to all mcmber States.

167. The mceting took note of document E/ECA/LDCs./EXP.5/6 and Corr.l and of

the invitation extended by Mali.

{c) Report of the fourth meeting of the jntergovernmental Committee

of Experts for Science and Technology Development

168. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/4, a representative of the seé;e;ariat said
that of the five working groups of the intergovernmental committee, the meeting
for Eastern Africa had been held in Ethiopia in November 1924, and that

for Central Africa in Cameroon in March 1986. The working sroup meeting for
North Africa was to be held in Cairo in June 1986. and those for West Africa

"and Southern Africa later in the year.

169. Although new technology was not necessarily always relevant to Africa,

the Intergovernmental Cémmittee had singled out biotechnology, microelectronics,
new energy technologies, materials sciences and remote sensing as technologies
which, with careful adaptation, could find applicatioms in African countries.

The Committee also rccommended that a survey be made of existing facilities for
research and development in selected areas of high technology which could be
developed to benefit African countries, namely, industrial promotion of vaccines,
hormones, antibiotics: applications of biotechnological techniques; and
astablishment of centres for promoting the application of microelectronics

technology.

170. Yhere rural technology was concerned, member States had not made use of
the 25 TCDC fcllowships offered by India in rural technology. The African
Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT) had a demonstration centre where rural

technology was displayed.
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171. ARCT had also identified three institutes where chairs of science and
technology in food processing, biotechnology nutrition and health were to be
sponsored as a contribution towards the implementation of the chapter on

science and technology in the Lagos Plan of Actien.

172=,During the ensuing discussicn, representatives crmphasized the

confinuing need, which had been noted annually since 1982, for training and

the use of African expertise in science and technology, so that experience
could be accumulated as 2 result of assignments undertaken. It was reccgnized,
hcwever, that the high turnover cf senior scientific and technical staff at

national level wis & major constraint to the achievement of that objective.

173. The mecting noted that owing to the delay in convening mectings of the
Working Groups, the Intergovernmental Committee had not been able teo complete

its werk on identificaticn of priorities,

174. The meeting apreed that information on rural technolosy training available
under the TCDC arrangements with Inlia should be provide! to member States

so that names of suitable candidates cculd he submitted to the Government of
India. It expressed support for the establishment of chairs of science and

technology.

I75. The representative of Burundi announced that a meeting was to be convened in
Bujumbura from 6 to 11 September 1986 to take important decisicns concerning

the establishment of the African Centre for Solar Enersy.

176. Regarding microbioclopy and biotechnology, the representative of UNESCO
stated that fhe'organizétion had established three subregional networks (MIRCENs)
for the benefit of East Africa, West Africa and North Africa. Where science

and technolopy policy was concerned, UNESCO periodically orpanized, in order to
facilitate information exchanse and ceo-operaticn, conferences of African and
Arab Ministors responsible for the apflication nf secience and technolopy

to development; the second such conference for Africa would be held in 19487.

177. The rerresentative of WMO cmphasized the impact of new technology on
metecrolosy, and stated his crpanization's willingness tc collaborate with ECA
in launching the centre on solar enerpy, which, if it was to be a success;

must work closely with national omes.



E/ECA/TPCW.7/L.1
Page 48

178. The representative of UNEP reiterated the Propramme’s support for
sciecnce and technolegy within the framework of the Cairc Programme of

Action.

(d) Report of the seventh meeting of the Africa Regional Co~ordinating

Committee for the Interration of Women in Development

175. This item was discussed with item 8(c) above,

(e) Report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers
of Tralde

180. Introducing the report (E/ECA/CM.12/8) a representative of the secretariat
said that the issues discussed hy the Ministers were the recent development

in Africa's international trade relations, the cxpansion of domestic and intra-
African trade, trade expansion and market research in Africa and activities

of transnational corporations in Africa. The Conference had also considered
the report on the estabiishmeht of an African Monetary Fund and a report on

the Ministerial Follow-up Cormittee meetings.

181. In their main conclusicns and recommendations the Ministers emphasized

the need for the industrialized ccuntries to desist from introducing new
protectionist measures, rocll back existing measures azainst developing countries'
exports and aufment the resources of the Common Fund established under the
Integrated Programme for Commodities. They urged all countries to intensify
their co-operaticon sc as to ensure that intra-African trade increased to 10

per cent of world total trade by the end of 1995, Steps should alsc be taken

te link trade development with propress in other sectors such as industry,
apriculture; education and traininp, tramsport and communications, Moreover, the
Ministers had decided to abolish the Ministerial Fellow—up Committee on Trade

and Finance for African Development. The Conference’s biennial sessions would
henceforth be preceded by a meeting of an Interpgovernmental Group of Experts.
Lastly, the Conference had accepted with thanks the offers of Zaire and Zimbabwe to
host the fifth and sixth All-Africa Trade Fairs in 1938 and 1992 respectively

and decided that in the event of a withdrawal by Zaire, Zimhabwe should

automatically host the fiich Fal:.
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1382. In the ensuing discussion, the meeting expressed concern that two-
thirds of the capital of the Common Fund had not yet been constituted
and that the Agreement establishing the Fund had not yet been sigred by
countries such as the United States of America and the Union of Sovict

Socialist Republics,

183. Delegations asked what steps had been taken to implement reselution 1
(VITII) of the Conference on a new round of multilateral trade nepotiations.
It was suggested that an African expert wmeeting should be held to adopt an
African common position prior to the Ministerial Mecting of the Group of 77
to take place in Brazil in May 1986, To that end, the necessary guidance
should be gjven by the Committee to the African Group in Geneva. It vas:
also suggested that ECA should support and encourage African countries to

establish African multinational trading companies.

184. One deicpation wanted to know how the trade information system would
work. Reservations were expressed regarding UNCTAD's performance of its
role in trade promotion, and the need for it to be more actively involved
in intra-African trade promotion was strongly emphasized. Attention was
also drawn to the fact that although some of the provisions of thc Lomé
Convention had been deemed inadequate to Africa’s needs, the iiinisters

of Trade felt that it provided a basis for trade and other relations
between ACP and the Euronean Economic Community. African countries were

therefore urped to take full advantage of the Convention,

185, Some deolepations disasreed with the statement that the North African
countries had made no progress towards the establishment of a prefarential

trade area: the North Africa MULPOC Council of Plenipotentiaries had
decided at its weeting held at Tangiers in March 1986, to organize an

expert meeting on the subject.

186. One delegation indicated that the list of constraints on intra-African
trade development given jn parapraph 61 of the report should also include
drought, desertification, famine, the refugee problem, the negative role

of transnational corporations, the protectionist policies adopted by African
countries and their unwillingness to facilitate free movenent of :goods,

services and persons and implement trade preference schemes among themselves.,
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1€7. The representative of Zaire confirmed his Governiment's offer to host
the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair and added that his fovernment was nlanning

to initlate comnsultations with the CAU sccretariat on the matter,

138. The observer from the Union of 3oviet Socialist Republics stated that
contrary to the point of view expresced in paragraph 17 of the report, his
and other socialist countries had not only supported the Buenos Aires
platform at UNCTAD-VI, but had never abstained from expanding their economic
and trade co-operation with African courtries on a2 just and mutually
beneficial basis, The volume of trade between the socialist and African
countries had increased tventy—fold during the period 1360-1984, The
socialist countries had supported the idea of establishirg the Common Fund
and vere actively participating in discussions on means and ways of
realizing that decision, They were not responsible for the exploitation

of African and other developing countries which was the main cause of those

countries' current economic crisis and under-development.

139. The observer from the Africar Association of Trade Promotion
Organizations pointed out that some of the major inadzguacies of the Lome
Convention lay im the fac:t that trade development vas considered in
isolation and not as an integral part of overall szocio=-economic development.
He also appealed for fipancial support to AATPO to enable it to discharge

its trade promotion role.

190. In response to the issues raised, the sceretariat explained

that the proposed trade information system would be based on a trade data
Baﬁk‘opefating within the context of PADIS, UNCTAD would also be requested
to co-operate in providinn data on trade of African countries, lember
States needed to maintain continuity in their delegations to the meetings

on multilateral trade negotiations to emsure their active and efficient
participation., In that connection, he referred to the failure of UNCTAD-VI,
to the inadequate clauses of STABEX, under which only a low velume of

real resources was availakle, and to the nroblem of industrializationm,

which bad not been satisfactorily dealt with under the Lome III Convention.

191. The Committee took note of the report,
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(£) Report of the third meeting of the Intergovermmental Group of

Experts from Ministries of Finance, Central Banks and Lesgal

Departments on the Establishment of an African lionetary Fund

192, Introducing the report (E/ECA/CL,12/32), a representative of the
secretariat said that the third meeting of the Group of Experts had
introduced a number cf changes in the draft Articles of Agreement of the
African ifonetary Fund, reviewed the timetable of activities and recommended
that the agreement establishing the Fund should enter into force on 1 January
1968. Regarding the provision that the Fund would berin operations once at
least 4C per cent of subscriptions had been received, or at the latest 10
months after the entry into force of the agreement, the Group had recommended
that if after 1C months, 40 per cent of subscriptions had not bLeen received,
the Executive Secretary should convene a meeting of all sifnatories to review

the situation and recomnend approvnriaste action,

193, Tha Gréup of Experts Béd also considered the report on preparations for
the internationazl conference on Africa's external indebtedness (E/ECA/CH,12/23)
(for related discussion by the Technical Preparatory Committee ~f the Whole, sec
aren’a item 6 above), and had @mphasized the need for high~quality technical

drcumentation for the conference.

194. The fourth meeting of the Group would precede the meeting of the
Conference of African Hinisters of Finance to be held in Libreville {(Gabon)

in June 1886,

195. In the ensulng discussion, it was unanimously arrveed that the Technical
Preparatory Committee should simply note the tuo re@orts and transmit ;them
to the Conference of llinisters, responsible for economic development and
planning leaving the continuation of the work to the fourth meeting of the

Group and the Conference of ilinistars of Finance.

(z) Report of the third meeting of the ECA Jrint Tntorgovernment:2l

Committee on Human Settloments and Environment

196. Introducing document E/CCA/CiI,12/9, a representative of the secretariat

recalled the Joint Comuittee's cbjectives and surmarized its discussions and
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recommendations at its third meeting., Where the preparatory activities in
member States for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeléss vere

concerned, the country reports submittéd by delépgations would be combined
with the information already providéd by member States at the Comnittee's
two previous meetings on the sublect to form the Committee's contribution to

the International Year.

197. He then reported on the Joint Committee's work in relation to member
SGtates' efforts to improve the human settlements situation, particularly by
developing land policies in urban areas and housing programmes for the masses
(E/ECA/HUS/12), decentralized systems of building materials production
(E/ECA/HUS/13 and 14), indicators for revised building codes and fegulations
(E/ECA/HUS/15) and co—operative self-help housing systems (E/ECA/IIUS/16).

198. The Committee noted the report and endorsed the recomemndations of the

Joint Interpovermmental Committee at its third meeting,

(h) Report of the second meeting of the Regional Technical Committee

for PADIS

199, Introducing document E/ECA/Ci1.12/33, a representative of the secretariat

said that the Regional Technical Cermittee had ccnsidered and adopted
recommendations on matters arising from previous ECA meetings, progress made

in programme implementation, initiatives and difficulties in mobilizing

finances for the PADIS programme, findings and recommendations of an evaluation
conducted in September-October 1955, stratepies for the period 1975-1990 and the
work plan for 1936-1937,

200, The delegation of a member State of the Regional Technical Committee

for PADIS avologized for the inability of the representative of its country to
atten” th: meetin~ of the Technicsl Crunmittee, That represcntative had just been
anvainte” to the nost of technienl adviser on informatics and he had had to assume
his new responsibility immediat-ly.

201. Th~ retine stressed the nec’ frr the cffective operatisn »f cxistine national

informaticn contres within the PADIS work programme, and tock ncte of the report.
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(1) Report of the sixth Conference of Chief Exccutives of ECA-sponsored

Rezicnal and Subregicnal Institutions

202. Introducing the report (E/ECA/CH,12/34), a representative of the secretariat
sald that in paragraph 2 of the anmcx "the Rerional Remote Sensing Centre (CRTO)
Ouagadcuzou™ should be replaced by "the Institute for Devel:opment and Economic
Planninz (IDEP)."

203, The sixts Jonferarce lwd rovieved prorrazec rede in the iveleverteotion of

Covference of idnisters resolution D00 fFFY e the ratdopalizrtion, co-ordinn-

/

— Y

ior ond mey~er of the netivities of ICi--srmongored inctitutions ond the cecurinc
of finrncial cupport for suct cctivities. Sfccordinrly, it bad corcernce itcelf

vith the inplemuriatior of the 10 verter=ftntes A Hoe Conriticc’ s recormendas

tions, the ctotus of coniributions by o lor Luates arnd the need to intonsify

internsl reovenue-renerntine cctivautiee,

204, In responce te the request of the Zenicr cf Mristere to escertair from
host Covernnents ond @ 2l oY Zitetes thely continued irterest ir the iy otitutione,

.

oo letter baod teen uritten sund ornly ong merbey Tinte Fad resnonded,  Stens were
veine talen to create. &8s recuastod by resolutaen C70 (XX), a co-ordinating

t of the Ceorriecion.

3y

usizft i the scecroiori

ra
]

205, Purin~ tho ensuinc Jiccuccion, tle Comritter scu~ti clerificotion remard-

i~ tihe difficultdien wmdclh hind 1od to the Jlov dr the irnlerentation of tho

=~

Moo Hoe Cormittee’s reeerrerdotions and wlo wer vitinmately roeomeonsitle fev

irplenentins {rer.  Love deleceiions also asked vhat was the technical

4
A

the reco vendotione, orc kv the report i rot contilon iririctiver

ANl LI SR SN

tolken Ly otler D00 -crocoored Iunstituticns sech o TV aps T,

206. The secretariat replied that the ultimate responsibility for implementing
the reconmendations rested with member State Governments rhreu~h the Governing
Councils of the respective institutions. The slow prosress in the implementa-
tion of the recommendations had been Jdue lareely to the provision made in the

A} Hoe Crismittec's report which calle! for the holding nf further consultations
between ECA, the host Governments an! the institutions »ricr to the takin~ of

a final Jceision.  The eonsultations had been initiated, 2nd a2ll but twe of the
rovernin bo'ies had met an' takoin Tecisionsy; however, conmsultations were still

going on with TAHA and TEAHSA, and their cuteome would be rercrted at the next reetine o
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the Co-~ittce. Ferrrdire tho techricnl b-oin, the recorondrtions Bt

cvalvoe fron tho findincs of ~ two-yorr ctury corried cut Uy the 0= o-here-

Stete 8 Hee Serritto.

207, vhe Cerviitten cxprossod cuove eoncorh over fhe iorropor fenctionine

of the inctituticons, ctresscod the urront noce te find cuitehlc soluticuo.

art reaucctodd the Dxceuntive Lecrotory To vovs ~nd —eons of hovine the

’

docisions of the A9 Hoc Coormittes i-olorontod, toiiine due rote ~F the Yorreh

ffriesm yvorion'o conoricmes in the dmpleomertoticr of Corforenes of (inisters

rogcluticr 50 (7).

(i) Topert oo ths Pe-diencl Conforinec on Intr--/fricon Teouris

Co-oporrtron hold dp Tismey, the Viser, fron. 2 to 7 Ccholer 1074

208, Introducine the report (E/ECA/C.12/40), o representative of the
secrectarioat sadd that the Recional Ceorfercnco hod dacided to:  astablish

~ Cenference of African liinisters of Tourisr, cstzblish subregional co-
oper~tion nachine;iesg establish an inter-arency co-ordinstino corﬁitteé
for the development of tourier. in Africe, unlertake o scrics of studies on
the promotion of tourisn and cervenc a ~erersl ffricen Conforence on Hotel
Yanaﬁeﬁentu_ The Confoercrnce of Hinisters responsible for economic develop-
rent and planning wag exrected to institutionolirze the Conference cof '

Africen llinisters of Tourisn,

209._1n:the cnsuing ti:cussipns rascervaticons wrere nade with respect to the
financial inplicotions of the decisions taken by the Reﬁional’COnference9
rarticularly with respect to the reaueat for imstitutionelization. Scme delepa--
tionslfrom countrics where teourisn constituted 2 majer foreien exchanse earlier
strted that thav would support any nensurcs ained at the develbpment ef the

goetor includin: irctitutionclization of the Ministerial Conference,

210, In notin~ the reonert, the Cormnittee arreced to tronsmit it te the €nnference
of Ministers ~f Tlanmine tooother with the corres to ond the reservaticns

expressed,

(LY Repcrt of the fifth Conference c¢f Africon Ministers of Transport

Cemmunicoticons and Planning

211, This it wvas Adiscussed with iten 8(a) abrve,
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Follov-up on rescluticns of the Cornission and resclutiong and decisions

c¢topted by the Feoncric and Socisl Council and the Genceral Assembly that

are of interest to Africa (crendz iter 13)

(2} Follow-up acticn on other relevont resclutiors adopted by the

twentieth scssion of the Cormission/cleventh meetine of the

Conference of IMlinisters

(b) Tesolutions ond decisions adopted by the Eceoneonic and Soclal

Council =t its second recular sessior of 1285 and by the General

Assently at its forticth session in the cconomic and sccial

sectors that are of intercst te Africa

212, Introducine documents E/ECA/CiT.12/21 and EfTCA/CI.17/35, a representative
of the seccretorint described the verious nensures taken in the irnlaementation
of the resolutions and decisions adopted by the twentieth session of the
Comnission/eleventh rectin~ of the Conference of iiinisters. The Conference
had adopted 30 resolutions coverins all cocio-economic development sectors.
Eirht of them - those on the Industricl Developuent Decade for Africa, the
ffrican Institute for Econconic Neveloprment and Planninc, the lcast dcveloped
countries. African —icrant workers, th: Transpert ~nd Communicntions Decade in
Africa, the cppointiont of DULPOC directors, woncn snd develomment, and the
introduction of Porturuese ns one of the official workin~ lan~uansces of ECA
had been brourht to the attention of the Economice ~nd Social Council, which
had acted upon then. However, at the Generzl issenbly, o decision was nade
that ne resolutions alreedy acted upon by the Lconomic and Social Council
chould e trken up arain unless they had finaneisl irrlicsticns. Fven then,
those resolutions that hed financisl dirplications did not receive favourable

considerntion.

213, In the ensuin~ ‘iscussinon, .'cleniims thenke the Exccutiv: Scerctary for
his efforts to irplerment the vorious rcesolutions, ond -ceonmrratulated the

Actinr Director of the Morth Africs I'ULPOC on the worl he had nccomplished
often under difficult conditions. The sccretoriat representotive said that
A11 member States of the HULPOC would bte notified of the decision rerardins

the appointrent cf the nev Director.
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(¢} Work prosramme and priorities

(1) Proposals for second updating of and revisions to the Medium-

term Plan  1984-168373

214, Introducing the proposals (E/ECA/CM.12/41), a representative of the
secretariat said that the work of the secretariat Wagfprepared within the
framework of a six-year Medium-tern I'lan ¢stablished by the General Assembly in
1562, The first updating of the Plan hod been approved by the Committee and
subsequently by the Gencral Assembly in 1984. The current proposals had been
cccasicned by certain decisicns taken by the Commission during the last few
years, and had been prepared in accordance with the repulations and rules

poverning programme planning and the nrocramme aspects of the budget.

215. The Comnittee endcrsed the proposals.

(ii) DPropesals for updating the proposed programme budzet 1886-195G7

in the light of Gencral Assembly approved appropriations and

availability of extrabudsetary resources

216, Introducin: document E/ECA/CM.12/36 containing the proposals, a
representative of the secretariat said that the 19566-1987 work programme had
been cndorsed by the Committee pricr to its consideration by the Committee for
Procramme and Co-ordination (CFC) and adoption by the General Assembly. Because
the actual repular budget and extrabudpetary resources and some critical

aspects of activities had become known only after adoption of the programme by
the Ceneral Assemhly, it now had to be updated to match available resources and

inccrporate inadvertently omitted activities,

217. Of the 14 new posts requested, only five had been approved for activities
on monitering and evaluation; integpration of women in development; environment;
and marine affairs. As a result, prorramme manapers had had to review their
programmes. Fortunately, some of ther were able to ahbsorh, within the existing
resources, the activities for which new posts were not available. The proposals
beins made were those of programme managers who could net absorb such activities

with existin~ resources. The procrammes and sub-propranmes affected included
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sub-programme 4: policies; institutions and technical assistance for ecconowic
co~operation; and sub-prorramme 5: education and tréining of the programme -
development issues and policies in Africa; the prosramme - environment;

sub-propramre 2 — water rescurces of the programme ~ natural resources and the

programme = population.

218. In the ensuing discussion, delerations askcd how the cdecisions of the
forthcoming United Nations special session on Africa would he reflected in
ECA's work programme and priorities since the Committee for Progremme and
Cc-ordination would have concluded its 1306 session hy the time the special

session ended.

219, The secretariat rerlied that décisions of the General Assembly of themselvas
constituted a nandate for the Comnission to implenent specific aetivities. In
that connection, new activities could he establishes for implementation with new

resources either from the regular budset or from extrabudgetary resources.

220, The Committee endorsed the proposals rfor updating the 19£6-1537 propramme

budget.

(iii) Project on review and appraisal cof the impact of the United Nations

Economic Commissicn for Africa (ECA) on African development -

policy-Making, programming and executing projects, 1975-1G685

221, Introducins the report {(E/ECA/CM.12/42, the representative cf the
secretariat explained that the purpose of the project was to undertake an
internal evaluation of the operations and functioning of the secretariat.

The need for such an evaluaticn was now even greater as memher States were
becomin~ more and more concerned about efficiency, particularly on account of
currept financial difficulties. The appraisal would cover the period 1575-1585,
and ﬂe'balled for the suppcrt of Committee members in providing the information

and data required.

222, After lengthy discussions cn the criteria for the selection of the periocd to
he studied, the Committee decided that the appraisal should cover the period 1558-
1985, with special enphasis on the period 1875~1985. Underscoring the

importance of the cvaluation, the Committee decided that the study shculd; aftor
completion, be submitted to each member State for comment before it was finalized.
Finally, the Committee commended the secretariat for its initiative and assured

it of its support.
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UNDP regional programme for Africa, fourth programming cycle, 1987-1991

orientation paper (agenda item 14)

223. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/37, a representative of the seccrotariat
said it had been prepared in close collaboration betwcen the ECA and UNDP
secretariats. It outlined the new thematic approach to the programme, defined
priority development areas on which it should focus, and described the
procedures that would be followed in preparing the fourth rrogramming cycle.
If the Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development and
planning agreed to the propesal to do so, the document would be submitted in
Octcber 1986 to a special session of the Conference which would eonsider the
draft regional programme for Africa to be submitted to the UNDP Governing

Council in June 1927,

224, The representative of UNDP endorsed the introductory remarks of the
secretariat representative and hrizfly hirshlighted the structure of the

paper.

225. In the ensuing discussion, some participants asked if the $US 2 million
expected to be allocated during the fourth programming cyvcle might not decrease,
as had been the case during the third cycle, an assurance that the total

would remain stable, or even increase, would be most welcome.

226, One participant enquired about the position of UNDP with regard to

the provision of financial support to ECA-spomsored regional and subresional
ingtitutions, and the progress that had been made, under the third cycle,

in the UNDP evaluation of those institutions. In that comnecticn; the members
of the Econonic Community of the Great Lakes countries (CEPGL) inquired as

to the status of the UNDP evaluation of that grouping's projects.

227. One participant said that the document made many unsupported ascertions,

many of which required more detailed study.

223. Many cother delepations, which were of the opinion that the document was
very valuable said that the proposals it contained should be aligned with
those made in Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990,
The representative of O0AU strongzly endorsed that view, and welcomed the close

co-operation between his crranization and UNDE.
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229. The representative of UNESCG commended the co-creration between the
organization and UNDP, hut pointed out that the dccument i nnt always place

sufficient cmphasis on problens of education.

230. The representative of FAO also welcomed the co-cperation between his
crganization and UNDP, and szid that while the approach the document: tock, to

agriculture was a very interesting one, it lacked a clear focus.

231. The representative of UNIDO said that, despite the pgood.co-olreration

which existed between UNDET and UNIDO, the dceument neplected industry.

232, The representative of ICAU welcomed the co-operation hatween UNDE and
his organization, and expressed the hope that in the fourth trosramming

cycle, mcre eaphasis would Le placed on training. in the field of civil aviation.

233. Replying tc the comments made, the fepreseutativé~nfqﬁNDP said that only

the Prosramme's cherniﬁg Council was in & position to decide on the tptglr.
allocations under the fourth programming cycle. The third cycle evaluation

would be completed befcre the end of May 1986, and would! therefcre he available

to the proposed special session of the Conference of Plannine Ministers. He would
ascertain the status of the evaluaticn of the Gfeat Lakes countries' projects on his

return to New York, and contact the secretariat of the Community in that respect.

234, The Executive-Sécretary said that the Committec should exXpress

its views on the desira'.ility of convening a special session of the African
Ministers responsitle for economic development and planning to consider the
draft rezional prouwramme for Africa in Octcher 1986. The document before

the Committce dealt only with the sub-Saharan African countries, and was from
the UNDP Repional Bureau for Africa. 1Tt was envisaged that another document on
the North African countries to he prepared by the Regional Bureau of Arab State
would he submitted tc the Ministers for approval in Octoker. He sympathized
with the suggestion that African specialized institutions must be invelved in the
execution of UNDP projects. In that connection, he and his colleapues ~ the
Secretary~General of (AU, the Assistant Administratoer and Regional Director for
Africa of UNDP, and the President of ADBE would meet in May to discuss wayes of
mobilizing resources for African development, the use of which the instituticons

would benefit from,
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235. The Committee tocok note of the report, and endorsed the propesal that

a special session of the Conference of African Ministers Responsible for
Econcmic Development and Planning should take place at 4ddis Ataba cn 13 and
14 October 1986.

Other business (agenda item 15)

236. The deleration of Zaire informed the Committee that, in collaboration

with the dc¢ileration of Burundi and Rwanda, it would prepare a draft
resolution requesting UNDP to release funds for the implementation of

the CETGL projects.

. 237. The representative of Chad thanked the Executive Secretary for not
publishing the arrears of payment of contributioms to ECA-sponsored instituticns.
He proposed that arrears should be grouped ints two perieds, namely from 1979 to
1682 and from 1583 to 1%985. Since Chad had not benefited from the institutioms'
services during the earlicr period, it would make payments only in respect of

&

the seccnd period.

Date and venue and other matters relating to the eighth meeting of the Technicel

Preparatory Conrmittee of the Whole (agenda item 16)

238. The Secretary of the Commissicn informed the Committee that cconsultationms

on the above subjects were still in progress.
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