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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The seventh meeting of the Technical Preparatory COmMittee of the Whole

was held in Yaounde, Republic of Cameroon, from 7 to 14 April 19G6. The

meeting was formally opened by H.E. Mrs. Elizabeth Tankeu, Secretary of

State for the Plan and Regional Development. Statements were also made

at the opening ceremony by the Executive Secretary of ECA, Mr. Adebayo Adedeji,

and Mr. Djomatchoua Toko, representing the Secretary-General of the

Organization of African Unity.

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States

members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, the

Central African Republic, Chad, the Comoros, the Congo, Cote d'Ivoire,

Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopin, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana,

Guinea~ Kenya, Malawi, Mali p Morocco~ the Ni~er, Ni~eria~ Rwanda, Sao Tome

and Principe 7 Senegal, Sierra Lecne~ the Sudan~ Togo, Tunisia~ Uganda~ the

United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire anJ Zimha)we.

3. Observers from the following States Members of the United Nations not

members of the Commission were present: China (People's Repuhlic of), France,

Korea, Switzerland and the Unic~ of Soviet Socialist Republics. An observer

from the following State not a Member of the United Nations was also present:

the nemocratic People's Repuhlic of Korea.

4. In accordance with the Commission's rules of procedure, the African

National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the Pan-Africanist Congress of

Azania (PAC) were represented.

5. The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were

represented: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR), United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development

Programoe (UNDP), International Labour Organisation (ILO) , Food and Agriculture

Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), International Civil Aviation Organization

(ICAO), World Health Organization (WHO), World Meteorological Organization (WMO),

United Nations Industrial Development Orl'anization (UNIDO), United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP), World Food PrograMme (WFP) and the World Bank.
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6. Observers were present from the following intergovernmental and non­

governmental or~anizations: African Development Bank (ADB), African

Association of Trade Promotion Organization (AATPO), African Centre for

Monetary Studies (ACMS), African Institute for Higher Technical Training and

Research (AIHTTR), African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), Central

African Mineral Resources Development Centre (CAMP~C), Conseil International

des Femmes, Eastern and Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI),

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Eastern and Southern

African Mineral Resources Development Centre (ESAMRDC), Economic and Social

Council of Cameroon, International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF),

Pan-African Postal Union (PAPD), Regional Centre for Training in Aerial

Surveys (RECTAS) and Organization of African Unity (GAU).

7. The Committee unanimously elected the following bureau:

..

Chairnan,

First Vice-Chairman:

Second Vice-Chairman:

Rapporteur: .

Cancrcnn

Nali

Egypt

Ugand:l

e. The Committee decided to establish an open ended resolutions committee

composed of the following core member States from the different subregions:

Eastern and Southern Africa:

West Africa:

North Africa:

Central Africa:

Ethiopia, Kenya, the United

Republic of Tanzania

Mali, Ni~erin, Togo

Algeria, Morocco, the Sudan

Cameroon, Chad, Rwanda.

,
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B. AGENDA

9. On fl April 1986, the Committee adopted the followinr agenda:

1 •..

3.

4.

Openin0 of the meetinr.

Election of officers.

Adoption of the arenda and orranization of work.

Biennial report of the Executive Secretary on ECA activities,
,.; , '

1984-1985.

5. Review and appraisal of the econo~ic situation in 1984-1985

and perspectives for 1986:

(a) Survey of economic'hhd social conditions in Africa, 1984-1985;

(b) ECAIADB economic report on Africa 1986.

6 .
. " .,

Preparations for the International Conference on Africa's External
r- '-. i

Indebtedness.

7. The situation of food and arriculture in Africa:
, .

(a) Report to the Conference..of Ministers on the food situation

in AfriCa;

(b) Report to the Confe'rertce ofKl,nisters on review of food and

arricultural policies in Africa: A basis for improving govern-

ment policy plannlnr capacitie~;

(c) Report to the Conference of Ministers on measures for the
l r- j

·improvement·of co_operatives <lnd small farmers' organizationsl

associations in the marketinrc of food and livestock products;

(d) Report to the Conference of Ministers on a study of food import

substitution programmes in Africa;
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(e) Report to the Conference of Ministers on land-use policies

andfarning systems in Africa;

(f) Report on revfev of programmes and, strategies of interr,overn-

mental institutions to reduce food waste and losses in Africa;

(g) Report on a survey of constraints on the improvement of storage

facilities in Central anQ North Africa.

B. Pro~ress in the implementation of oneoing special programmes:

(a) United Nations Transport and Communications Decade for Africa:

Progress report on the secone phase prop,rA~e and considera-

"tion of future action;

(b) United Hations Industrial Development Decade for Africa:

Joint progress report by ECA, UI,IDO and OAU and considera-

tion of future action;

(c) P"vietJ ane' ,"ppraisal of the ['chi!2venents of the United Nations

Dccec~ for Women in Africa.

9. Promotion of economic co-operation and integration:

(A) Reports from the MULPOCs' Councils ,of Ministers;

(b) Biennial report of the Executive Secretary on the activities

of EC14-sponsored specLal Laed institutions; 1984-1985;

(c) Biennial consolidated programme of work and priorities includ-

ing budgets of ECA-sponsored SPecialized institutions, 1986-1987;

(d)' Regional and interregional economic and technical co-operation

issues for consideration.

..
•
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10. Institutional development: Establishment of the African Centre

for Meteorolo?icsl Applications for Development: Progress report

and required further action.

11. Special issues:

(a) The importance of coal in Africa: Basic proposals for its

development;

(b) Report of the Regional Expert Group Meeting in Preparation

for the United Nations Conference for the Promotion of Inter-

national Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy;

(c) Report to the ECA Conference of Ministers on the African

Hinistert:.11 Conf'everice on the En",iron'11~nt;

{d) Computer application and development.

Ie Reports from thQ s~beidiary or~ans of the Commission:

(a) ltepor't of the fourth session of the Joint Conference of

African Planners, Statisticians, Demographers and Information

Scien~i.sts;

(b) Repo~t of the fifth meetin~ of the Intergovernmental Committee

of Experts of the Least Developed African Countries;

(c) Repo~t.of the fourth meetinr, of the :i:tl~ergovernmer.tal Committee

for Science and Technology Development;

(d) Report of the seventh meeting of the Africa Regional Co-

ordinatinsComrnittee for the Integration of Women in

Development;
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(e) Report of the eir,hth meeting of the Conference of African

Hinisters of Trade;

(f) Report of the third meeting?f the Intergovernmental Group

of Experts from Ministries of Finance, Central Banks and

Leral Departments on the Ectd"lich"'cnt of an African Monetary Fund;

(g) Report of the third meeting of the ECA Joint Intergovernmental

Committee on Human Settlements and Environment;

(h) Report of the second meeting of the Regional Technical Com-

mit tee for PADIS;

(i) Report of the sixth Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-

•

,

regional and subregdona'l Institutions;'

(j) Report on the Regional Conference on Intra-African Tourism

Co-operation held in Niamey (the Niger) from 2 to 6 October

1934;

(k) Report of the fifth Conference of African Ministers of

Transport, Communications and Planning,

13. Follow-up on resolutions of the Commission and resolutions and

decisions adopted by the Economic and Social Council and the

General Assembly that are of interest to Africa:

(a) Follow-up action on other relevant resolutions adopted by

the twentieth session of the Comn,ission/eleventh meeting

of the Conference of Ministers;

(b) Resolutions and decisions adopted by the Economic and Social

Council at its second regular session of 1985 and by the

General Assembly at its fortieth session in the economic and

social sectors that are of interest to Africa;
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(c) Hork pror,ramme and priorities,

(i) Proposals for second updatin~ of and revision to the

Medium-term Plan, 1984-1989;

(ii) Proposals for updating the Proposed Programme Budr,et,

1986-1987 in the light of General Assembly approved

appropriations and availability of extrabudgetary

resources; and

(iii) Project on review and appraisal of the impact of the

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) on

African development - policy-making, programming and

executing of projects, 1975-1985.

14. UNDP Regional Programme for Africa, fourth cycle, 1987-1991

orientation paper.

15. Other business.

16. Date, venue and other matters relating to the eighth meetinr of the

Technical Preparatory Committee of the ~~ole.

17. Adoption of the report and draft resolutions "to the Conference of

Ministers.

18. Closure of the meeting.

C. ACCOVNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening addresses

10. Welcoming participants, the Executive Secretary of ECA, Professor

Adebayo Adedeji thanked the Government, nne people of Caneroan

for their hospitality and for the excellent facilities extended to the

meet Lng ,
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11. Africa's development problems remained the focus of concern of the

entire world. Only a few days previously, the African submission to the

special session of the General Assembly on the critical economic situation

in Africa, to be held in New York from 27 to 31 113y 1986, had been made

available to the Preparatory Committee of the ~fuole charged with the task

of preparing for that session. The elaboration of that submission had

preoccupied the EGA and OAU secretariats, as well as their legislative organs,

for some three months.

12. The process of implementing the proposals contained in Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recovery~ 1986-1990 adopted by the twenty-first session
,

of the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 1985 needed to

be set in motion immediately. Some hope was afforded by the fact that. total

domestic output for the region as a whole had expanded by about 3 per cent

in 1985, compared with 1.3 per cent in 1984, thanks largely to a better

overall performance in the agricultural sector. However, that promising

development had occurred at a time when the average 'debt-service burden for

the region was at an all-time high, the gap in the external rayments account

of most countries was wider than ever, and most countries could not even

afford some of , the most routine expenditures, let alone expansions in

capital outlay. Prospects for the future were rendered even more grim by

the alarming do~ward trend in the prices of most commodities of export

interest to Africa.

13. More details of performance in the major sectors of the African economy

in recent years were available in some of the background documents for the

meeting, notably the Sdrvey of etonomic and Bocial conditions in Africa

1984-1985, the ECA/ADB Economic Report on Africa 1986 and the Biennial

r-eport of the Executive Secretary on the activities ofthe'secretariat

during the two years 1984 and 1985.

14. The situation of food ·and agriculture was a Inajor item on the agenda.

To. allow the region to relive again a sit~ation of widespread hunger and

famine such as had been witnessed in the previous three y~ars would be

totally unacceptable. The eli~ination of mass poverty and the accompanying

release of the latent forces of demand and self-sustaining growth could

•

•
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only be realized' through a massive boost, In agricultt,lral incomes! Further­

,more, a r~vitalized, stable arid productive agricult4ral sector ",:,s, for

most countries' in the regiort, an' assured' means of acqu i r ing., the much
,

needed foreign exchange 'required' for sustained gro",th., ,It was also the

most practical means of ensuring the fullest narticipatiorlof ,t~e; greatest

number of people in the development process. Several documents devoted

to v'arious aspects of Lhe critical food and agricultural situation were

accorciinglybefore the raeer.tng to assist representa~ivesi~'foinlt.ilating

cogent and'practical recommendations in that all-imp~rtant area.

15. The urgency of debt-'related problems was second-only to trat of, food

and agriculture. Imaginative measures needed to"l1e taken ,collectively by

, boch recipients and creditors to alleviate 'the increa,sed debilit,ating

effects of those problems 'on African countries' already weakened economies.
, 1-:

Determined efforts were therefore required to ensur~ the holdi~g of the

~ro!,osed international Conference on Africa's External' Indebtedness, The

early establishment of the proposed African rronetary Fund wou~~also go a

long way towards helping African countries manap,etheir monetary and

financial affairs more effectively.

,Hi. The ExecutLve Secretary reiterated that success during the recovery

period depended to a large extent on parallel measures' to be taken in

other ,sectors, notably ~nd"stry and phyric:l', infrastructure, which

traditi~aily supported agriculture and in turn d~pended on it for raw

materials, supplies and markets. In the light of that fact, the Committee

should review ~rogress-in the implementation of such ongoiu? ~rqgramroes

as the United Nations Industrial Development Decade fpr Africa and Transport

and Communications Decade for Africa, as well as the programmes on the

integration of women, in development, and on the least developed African

countries".

17. The difficulties of the previous three years had demonstrated beyond. ,

doubt that the road to national economie and social survival was inextricably

linked to a strategy of regional co-operation and integration. lVbile

significant progress had been made, especially in terms of putting in place

the basic framework, machinery and instruments for regional collective
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self-reliance, much remained to be done especially in the areas of joint

planning and programming and financinp, the development and use of common

resources. ·ECA would continue to enhance the role of the MULPOCs as

catalytic centres for economic co-operation and integration, and all concerned

should give the required support to the various sectoral and mu1tisectoral

institutions established to promote technical and economic co-operation

in Africa.

18. History would judge the period 1975-1985 as one of the most crucial

and most eventful decades in the life of the Commission. During .thatperiod,

ECA had assumed its rightful role as a centre for the generation of ideas

and directions for Africa's socio-economic development, including its

technological aspects, and for the execution of projects at the national,

subregional and regional levels. The period had also been characterized by

an unprecedented crisis of developnent which had constituted a major challenge

not only to the Commission and its secretariat, but also to its member

States. Accordingly, it afforded .a good opportunity for an exercise in

self-evaluation with a view to revitalizing the organization and equipping

it to deliver even more effectively. To that end, an outline of a project

on the review and appraisal of the impact of ECA on African development,

covering the critical areas of policy-making, programming and execution of

projects during the period 1975-1985, was before the meeting for comment.

19. Finally, the Executive Secretary refe~red to the document on the

orientation of the fourth regional programming cycle of UNDP. ECA and UNDP

had collaborated closely in drawing up that document, which outlined the

framework within which UNDP would allocate resources to its various executing

agencies, of Which ECA was one, over the period 1987-1991.

20. The observer for OAU said that the increase in rainfall and the subsequent

improvement in agricultural production, coupled with the massive influx of

food aid, had given the false impression that Africa's food crisis was abating

somewhat. The experts should therefore examine the food situation from the

standpoint of the continent's overall economic performance, particularly in

the agriculture and food production support sectors.

•

•
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21. Even though the results Africa would obtain from the special session of

the General Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa would not

be known until the Committee's eighth meeting, experts should, when examining

the various agenda items, be guided by the need to recommend measures that

could lead to the rapid implementation of projects falling under the four main

priority areas of the Priority Progran~e. African States' main objective

in requesting the special session was to obtain the international community's

firm commitment and total support for their individual and collective efforts

to implement their economic recovery programmes effectively.

22. In considering the agenda item on the fourth UNDP programming cycle, the

Committee should formulate specific recommendations regarding the provisions

relatinr, to increasing UNDP's overall financial resources and the allocation

of a large part thereof to the Priority Programme and projects in Africa,

as well as regarding the new technical assistance approach being taken in

order to ensure effective programme implementation.

23. In opening the meeting, the Secretary of State for the Plan end ReGional

Development, H.E. Mrs. Elizabeth Tankeu, welcomed delegations and observers

on behalf of the Government ~nd people of CSDeroo~ DnG on her o,m behalf.

She cxnrc ssor! hcr hope t hc t the fc,cilities nadc 2.v:dV...b l ; to the Corum t t cc

t"1l..:rc adcqu-t c for the snoo t h functioning of the meeting.

24. The meeting was taking place at a crucial phase in Africa's development,

particularly in the light of the forthcoming special session of the General

Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa and the extraordinary

session of the Conference of Ministers which had met from 28 to 30 March 1986.

The African objective at the special session ',ould be to translate Africa's

Priority Programme into operational terms and obtain a broad measure of

commitment from the international community. That commitment was necessary

on account of the o!!enness of Afric.3n economies tu exteilnr.l factors 9 anG she

called for the goodwill and understanding of the international community

in that respect.
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25~ She underscored the need for Afric~'to rise to the challenge before it,

and appealed to the'meeting to make cogent and relevant reco~endations for

consideration by the Conference of llinisters. Food and agricul ture had'

been accorded high priority; and the Committee had to make recoffi8endati6ns

on measures for improving agricultural productivity. She dre" the attention

of the Committee to the issues of drought and desertification, preparations

for the conference on Africa's external debt and the need for a collective

approach. Reviewing ec6~omic co-operation arid integration, she stressed the

need for harmonization of policies and progra~es arid called for financial

support of ECA regional institutions.

26. Finally, she exhorted the Committee to analyse systematically' the

respective situations and to draw up recommendations addr~ssed to the

'various economic agents, and highlighted the role of Committee members in follow­

ing through the implementation of those recommendations at'the national level.

27. The representative of Tunisia read out a motion of thanks addressed

to His Excellency lir. Paul Biya, President of the Republic of Cameroon,

and to the Government and people of Cameroon for the generous hospitality

and "arm and fraternal welcome extended to all participants, and requested

the Executive Secretary to convey the motion to the Government of Cameroon.

Biennial report of the Executive Secretary, 1984-1985 (agenda item 4)

28. Introducing document E!ECA/Cll.12/3, the Executive Secretary said that

the biennial report was a vehicle for reporting to member States on the

activities of the Commission and its secretariat to promote economic growth. ' . ,

and development in the region and to assist member States individually and

collectively through their intergovernmental organizations, not only in

formul.at Ing appropriate policies but also in solving specific problems and

implement proj ec.t s ,
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29. The ,major activities undertaken by the commission in each of,the

programme areas of the Commission must be seen against the background of

the difficult economic and social situation which prevailed during the period

covered by the report; 'and was itself briefly analysed in the introductory

part of the report. He "iI'rew the' attention of representatives to the level

of resources made available to the secretariat for the implementation of the
"work programme, and dwelt at some length on the efforts that had been made

to promote technical and economic 'co-operation and integration as well .as
"

co-operation with African intergovernmental organizations.

30. In the discussion that followed several representatives commended the

Executive Secretary for the comprehensiveness of the report and for the efforts

made during the biennium under review to address Africa's socia-economic

problems. A number of representatives regretted the fact that the document

was received too late for a detailed study of its contents before the meeting.

In that connection, it wa~ suggested chat ECA should' improve it,S documents

,distribution system with a view to ensuring that its documen~s reached their

intended userS at the country level.

31. It was observed that in the analysis of the possible, causes of the prevail­

ing development' crisis in Africa, attention was seldom given to internal

policies and pOlitical and security factors which in some countries were as

important as economic factors. In view of the fact. that a specific item on

the survey of economic and social conditions in Africa was usually on the

Committee's agenda, it was suggested that the Executive, Secretary might

dispe~se with the chapter on that subject in his biennial reports •

.32., Repres~;'tatives noted with concern 'the relative decline in extra-budgetary
"

resources made avail~hletothe Commission, but were partly encouraged by the

rise in bil~teral resources. It was suggested that recommendations should be

made to the Conference of Ministers on the need to examine critically the

budgetary resources available to the Commission and. measures devised to augment

them.
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33., One representative observed that eVen though reference had been made

to the probl ems of Africa's external debt and to the Addis Ababa Declaration

on the subject, the issues involved should have been discussed in depth, as

the Executive Secretary had done during his 1985 end-of-year statement on

Africa.'s economic performance. Also, more should have been done to assist

member States in their efforts to cope with the problems of external debt.

34. The ,observer .from ACMS noted that no mention was made in the report of

co-operation between ECA and the Centre, which had been substantial during

the period under review. Furthermore; contrary to what was said in the

report, the, secretariat did not prepare the drafts of the joint statement

.,of the African Governors to the annual meetings of the Board of Governors

of IMF and the World Bank and the memoranda to the President of the Bank

and ..the l1anaging Director of the Fund. but simply provided inputs to those

documents.

35. The observer from UNESCO recalled that since 1979 annual joint concerta­

tion meetings between UNESCO and ECA had been held to develop joint programmes

and projects at the regional level within their respective and common fields

of competence. The Joint Concertation Meeting was now a fully institutionalized

forum for joint assistance to African member States. He recommended that both

ECA and UNESCO should bring to the attention of their respective governing

bodies information on the development of programmes and projects in specific

areas, within the context of the Lagos Plan of Action, Africa's Priority

Programme and the OAU resolution calling upon UNESCO to develop a special

programme for science and technology and research development for Africa.

36. In reply, the Executive Secretary explained that reference was made in the

repo r t to t.bc Addis P.c~b~ Dec l.arnt Lon on ~'l..frica? s external indebtedness. Moreover,

Ee;, pl annod to ~steLli"h ,~ debt Monitoring unit "ithin the scccctarf.ar in collabora­

t f rn >lith t h., \1;.;:-l.C Bcn!: anc' l');C'l';,P' (1n t hc "t' stion of budfCt"ry resources,

,it was his opinion that in view of the prevailing financial crisis in the United

Nat ions, not much could be done as far as regular budget resources .,ere concerned.

However, the l1inisters could take decisions on how to improve the flow of

trust fund resources. While the point on the chapter on review of economic and

social conditions was well taken, the basic reason for including that chapter
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in the biennial report was to provide background and thus have a self-contained

report. particularly in view of the fact that the. survey of economic and social

conditions in Africa might not always be available to readers of the biennial

report.

37. The Committee took note of the report.

Review and appraisal of economic situation in 1984-1985 and perspectives for J986

(agenda item 5)

(a) Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa 1904-1985

38. Introducing document E!ECA/CM.12!5, a representative of the secretariat

stated that the survey showed continued economic deterioration for the region

as a whole during the period under review and identified the severity of the

1984 drought as the major cause of the deterioration. Although some recovery had

been observed in 1985 following the return of the rains, and projections for 1986

indicated a slight increase in productivity, that increase would be dampened

by weak external demand and domestic constraints.

39. In the ensuing discussion, deleGations commended the secretariat for the

global view the survey presented of the economic and social conditions in Africa,

which was a prerequisite for any detailed sectoral discussions. However, the

survey had not been presented in time to permit thorour,h study and delegations

urged the secretariat to ensure that future surveys were presented in good time;

they should also be discussed by the Joint Conference of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers before review ~. the Committee.

40. Several representatives pointed out that the viewpoints and ideas reflected

in the document were too supportive of those of the International Monetary

Fund. Examples included price and currency adjustment policies and liberalization

of economies. Speakers pointed out the severity of I!1F conditionnlities, and

questioned the overall utility of IHF policy packages, which often ran counter to

development strategies and did not take into account the specific problems of

individual African countries. Furthermore, the report placed too much emphasis on

the financial difficulties of some countries, without giving due consideration to

their efforts which had resulted in positive contributions to the devleopment process.

However, one representative said that there was nothing basically wrong with the IMF

prescription of disciplined economic manasement, and added that while the observation
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that the Be~sures were unpopular because they threatened certain vested interests

WaS not true in some cQuntries, it \las nevertheless true in others. The Committee

called upon the ,secretariat to conduct a comp~rative analysis of countries

which had applied IIW adjustment ~easures and those which had not, so as to

provide racmbcr States with a su i t ab Le ."nd adequate framework for policy decisions.

41. Attention was also drawn to issues which should have been discussed'in the

'..report, ..such,..as. r econanendatdons for anp ropr.i.at e .poLicydnstruoent.a to ~increase

the development and utilization of domestic raw materials, create a favourable

investment climate, and promote barter trade, and an appeal for a study on the

latter "as made. The-'surVey 'shouVa1so have exan'irred the' effetts of fall ins

oil prices on both exporters and importe~s. A study on foreignexchanr,e,leakar,es

was proposed, and the secretariat. was requested to look more closely at the

causes of the fall in cotton prices.

,

42. Delegations acknowledged the importance of public debt monitoring systems,

'and felt that examples should have been provi.ded of countries with, established

systems. In a wider context, the use of foreiRn expertise was 'observed to be

costly nnd ~21egations rcquesteJ EC~. to look into the matter ~n~ ·~resent proposals.

43. Issues raised resardin~ the data given in the 'report included the criteria

used for the selection of the 11 countries whose profiles were presented. 'Errors

in the data were pointed out, and the Committeea~reed that the last sentence of

parar;raph US should be de l et'ed , On" (I.e legation stated that :)c~ral?iaph lrOwas

unacceptable, and paragraph 140 incomprehensible. Paragraph 57 was questioned

in the liGht of the provisions of th~ new international economic order regarding

equ<11'1.nJ aqu i t ab Le economic :.rel<'!ticl1.Ghips and it 'was propos c.I tl'.'1t it should

be .either deleted or reformulated. Corrections to the data in paragr~ph~ 24,

107. 108, 109, 110, lp4, 136, 147, 194, 197 and 218 were .proposed and the

Committee requested concerned member States to submit their amenclments to the

sBcretnriat in wri.ting. The Commi.ttee agreed, noreover, thflt member States should

in future endeavour to provide the secretariat .with timely and relinble data,

so as to avoid quary i ng the <lata during meetings. Some del"~,,ti0ns pointed out

that, except in rcr-ard to the feu -::'0J.nts trh i.ch had been qucs t ionc.", the survey

was s o l i.r.Ly bo.sc.l., Howcve r , ca r e ~;;l-ou-l,:l, be uxo r c iscd in the cho i.cc of \...o rd i nr ,

in v i cw of the ..locumen t "s i n t ernct i onn I :J.U ~iencc.
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41,. The Executive Secretory sa i d that "hile the Joint Conference of African

Planners~ Statisticians and Dcmo~raphers hco considered a sUIDRary of the

p r e scnt; survey at; its fourth se s s Lon , that could not aLway s he the case since

the Joint Conference Get once every trio years , "hile the survey "'2S prepared

every year. The survey had to be credible and should faithfully r ef Lec t whilt had

actually transpired in the countries uithout nny coverinr up. Its preparation

was n joint responsitility of the nc~ber States ~nd the sc~rGtari~t~ and

a strict timetable h~d to be observed in its prcparction; to fncilitete. that

t~Sk9 the rossitility of usin? netioncl correspondents Di~ht be considered.

Interpretation of dat c i f .:': 8 al't·.T8YS subject to debate and d~cussion; hovevar

the sccrctarIct hc~d taken no t e of c Ll obsc'rvat t.ons 5 and woul.d prepe r c n

revision of the docuoert based Qfi the~.

(b) ECA/ADB Economic Report on Africa 1986

1,5. Introducinr thee Joint rCA/tN' Fconorric I'eport on Africa 1936, a represcntn­

tive of the secretariat snid that part I dealt with cconoric developnents

durin~ lC~5 ~nd pro~pects for 1ge(~ while pnrt II dealt with 3priculturnl

po Lf c Les "nr' pcrfo'rriancc in the pe r Lod 1?70-l9il5. J1e hi~hli~htcc the re­

connenctations code in p8rt II of the report re[Drdin~ the pronation of

nrricultural research and extension an~ the rcforo of policies, ~nd drew the

attention of the Cow~ittee to new roles proposed in the report for ADTI end ECA.

4(.. In the cnsuLnr- (1iscussion~ delc..... e t toris congratu l ated the EGA nne ADD

secretaria'ts on the. report, nnd noted th~t the policy recor>nend2-tions it

contained lu;re in line ~dth Afric.a I s Priority Proo r amne for Econoru,c

Recovery 9 19SG-lS90. Howcver~ nuch as the spirit W2S cOQDendable, the report

covered the sm~e 8roun~ 28 the survey of ccononic nnd social conditions in

Africa 1934-1985: in future, the two docur-cnt s could be QeC'EOc'.
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t.7. ThO:=2 brief cor-p.rrrit tvo ana l ys I s of Q~ricltur21 policies lms discussed

at Lcnr-th, The lack of rrccision, objectivity ;:me1 anaLy t Lca I crLterLa

nnd the use of secondary fptn instead of priD~ry ont~ were criticized.

480 Concerntno the c1nta prescntoc' in the repcrt ~ the representative

of r~i~cria s~ic that Pircri~ h2G never prcducen pctroleun beyond its

OPEC (lu('t('l~. e.nr:' prof'OSCC1, (],::letion of the reference to t-1ir.reria in sub»

par2;,reph (b) on pa,r:;c 1. The rcp r c scntc t ivc of No.li proposed the follow­

inr nT.:endr.cnt o f t he second scntcr.cc o f t hc Las t; pe.rl\"'rClph on ra~c 13 ~

tlIn 1·1311, the ~.uthorities he.d t akon steps to reduce the Sta t c v s share in

the cconory Hith c. vicv to nakinr ccr t oLn ...r nt.crp r Lscs p r ivc t c or seni-

private, II The r ep r c s cnt a t Lve of 1'..1 r'e;r i[: rv.quc sted the (~e1ction of

the worrls "inefficiency and" in the second PClra.nraph of part I, scc t i on 33.

The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania requested a

definition of "pubLdc-iscc t cr dcrvc Lopr-cnt; cxncn(:iture en ar-r t cul tur-e" s

end inforned the Connittee thet the fi~ure for his country fer 1984-1985

was 30 per cent <, The country coverace and the rC"ionnl r r oup i.nos used

in the tables 'Jere questioned, ~nd the secr2t"ri~t was requested tc provide

nore c\8tnilQ

49. The r cp rcsent.at Ive of SencreL pcIrrt ed out t hat; the analysis and

cvaLua t Lcn in respect of his country was prcrrat.ur c , since. the new

<1friculturnl policy !",-cntionc~(l in the docuncnt had been adopted only in

1934 nnd had first been p.pplici in 19D5~ It w~s not true that price

controls on cereals wer-e used to help pro t cc t. urban coneuncr s , He also

took except Len to the r onar-k t hat; ~c1"1csal rcr.r-Lncd a hi?h-C0St food

producer both before and after t he new policy had been c,doptcd ~ and

expressed. his cele~8tion~s rescrv~tions on the sections of the report

de~lin~ with Scnernlb

50. One participont said th~t tht underutilizetion of nanufacturin~

c;;pacity \Ji:'.S partly attributable to th" shift froD foreif'n to do,","stic
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._r0'J. IJ..e.tct::iols ~ s i ncc ~:anuf,c..ct.Ui:i.nr c-qu'i,?ncn-t_.tk'lS -Q..-~-t~n.·-.(.J.e&i:Ffled -fnr·

specific rnH ne;terio.ls ~ wh i cb ':lifht not be ava i Lab Le uhcn ncencd.

510 Delc?ctions stressed th~ ir.~ortancc of upriculturcl rescnrch and

the transfer of t cchrv-Lor-y in 2sriculture~ end the need for collective:

sc l f-cr e Hrmce in t h it; arca , Pm7cver ~ there lJere difficulties in the

pronation of e~riceltural 2LO technclor,ical rese~rch in the Sahelian

envircnuento The neen to develop skills in projuct ~prrnisal 2n~

evaLuat Lcn as ucll as ncr-ot Lat Lr.r- skills ':7,:-'.5 pointed out 0 The observer

f r or.i MPTO cautioned en the. dan--c r s of policy SHipe"-;;, f r or: one cxt rcroe

to D.nother~

52. DcleSotions indicctcc that :.ricin~ policies ~Jere oftEn influe~ceJ

loy the level of Lnternat.Lonc I p r Lcc s , nne nc t c' the. proposed study on

the ha.. rmon.Lzc t Lor- of ;irricultur.n.l prLcLn« policies in the Ucs t African

subr'eoLon . Th~:. "hserv8r f ron F/D t hcn inforr:cc1 the. Cor-rnLt t ee t hat Ills

0r0"nnization he.d undcr t aken e nur.bcr of s t ud t cr In ."1rricultur{;'.l p r Ic Inr­

po l.Lc i es ~ D.n(~ H2S ready to i"~akc t hcr f:2vailable"

S:.L Del€,'""~ticns rccl corted the. nco rolc of I,n~.' in ~\r:ricultur~l o,evelop-

rerrt , but cnphr.aLz ed that it nccdcc' to be properly dcf Lncd .

54 Q The r eprescnt.c t Lvc of the sccrctc r i at r.s surc-' the Cormrl t t ec t hat

t hc secre t arLat hD.o t al.cn no t c of ,"11 (Observations anc: '\:·1()ul(~ tncornorat c

t hor: in Iuturo .repor t s ,

55 Q The Lxccut Lve Secretary t-.JClcor~-:.c(~ t hc Conr-Lt t cc 'I s 'brono ondorsoncnt

of the: report ~ whLch h?(~ f ocuscc' onrr-r i.cu Lt.u r a I ccaecr ch since even the

little rcscarcb tcin;' (~on(; nC1.8 extcrric l.Ly ,~rientc{~o The objective of

the conp:"rntivc anaLys i s in t h.. rcr-or t -:J,18 t«. stress the need fer country­

specific res£~rch.

S(; 0 The CO;'1r.ittcc' t ool: no t c of t h« report ['nd c,f the reservation stE'.tcc'

by the dclcf":1tion of SCTler'nlo
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Preparation for the International Conference on Africa's External Indebtedness

(agenda item 6)

57. Introducing docunent E/ECA/CM.12/23. a representative of the secretariat

recalled that the proposed Conference had been called for by the Assembly

of Heads of State and Government of the Or~anization of African Unity

at its twenty-first ordinary session. The objective of the Conference

as outlined in Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990

was to provide a forUM for international creditors and African borrowers

to discuss Africa's external debt with a view to arriving at appropriate

emergency, short-, medium- and long-term measures to alleviate Africa's

debt nroblems.

58. The document, prepared jointly by the secretoriats of OAU, ECA, ADB

and ACMS. which had been charged with preparing for the confer2~ce,

contained suggestions on where the Conference should be held, who the

participants should be, the choice of chairperson and the contents of the

docurlentation.

59. In the ensuing discussion, delegations suggested that participation

in the proposed conference should be open to all African countries to

ensure that the debt problems pnd issues confrontin~ each and everyone

of them were fully dealt with. Similarly, all the creditors should be

invited to participate. In that way, the issues could be discussed and

it would be demonstrated that Africa's debt ,!as a problem of both donors

and creditors.

60. Attention was dral'll to the need for the document to emphasize the

fact that external shocks arising from the international environment,

such as fluctuating and falling comrrDdity ~rices and currencies,

particularly the United States dollar, as well as sharply deteriorating

terms of trade, were major contributing factors to Africa's ever­

increasing external debt which were beyond Africa's control.

1
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61. Some delegations felt that accordinr, to the mandates given pythe

twenty-first session of the OI\U Assembly of Heads of State and Government,

the secretariats of ECA. OAU and ADB should concentrate on preparing

a basic document on substantive i~~ucs~ while procedural matters such as

participation, chairmanship and organization should be dealt with by

the current Chaiman of OAD) rhrough consultations to be under t aken ,

62. The view was also e"pressed tnat the document for the conference

should be desi~ed to serVe as n basis for negotiations. In that respect,

emphasis should be placed on hOH much contribution Africa's debt had made

to international development, thereby benefiting creditors' countries,

which should therefore bs considered as co-responsible for Africa's

indebtedness. The expected outcome of the Conferen~e should also have

a bearing on the international economic system SD as to prevent the re-

occurrence of the related ag~ravatin0 factors.

63. The representative of Moro~co recalled the fact thnt th~ four secretariats

had been worklng together to prepare relevant documents for the proposed

strongly supported, he was of the \iew thac political issues should not

COffie before the meetings of the cOL~ission. Accordingly, he stated his

country's strong reservation regardiug such working arrangements.

640 Replying to the que s t i.or,» ra i sed , the xeprcsantat i.ve of the

secretRriat said that due account would be taken, in preparing the

document for the conference , of the COMments and suggestions madc by

partic ipants.

b5. Referring to the concern expressed over the expected outcome of

the conference, he stressed the need to avoid t he conference turning

into a confrontation between debtors and creditors. Ind~ed, every

effort should be made to ensuee fruitful negotiations which would lead

among other things to the adoption of important measures and the

conclusion of effective agreements on possible debt cancellations and moratoria

dGsigne(~ to Lt.m rovc the f Lnancia l s Ltu.rt Loti of Lndeb t ed African countries.

context of agenda item l~(f) 0
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The situation of food and agriculture in Africa (agenda item 7)

(a) Report to the Conference of Hinisters on the food situation

in Africa

(b) Report to the Conference of Ninisters on revieH of food and

'agricultural policies in select~d African countries: A basis

for improving government policy planning capacities

67. Introducing document E/ECA/Ol.12/l2/Rev" 1 under sub-item (a), a

representative of the secretariat said that it analysed the food supply

situation in Africa, discussed past and proposed future efforts to

rehabilitate African agriculture, and identified a number of basic

constraints. to those efforts. On the vho l e , the food supp Iy situation

had improved in all but six African countries during the 1985/86 period,

due primarily to the recucn ...,: ~L,;; _.::._:~ .... ~ ~I~ v,;.·'::cr to improve the food

situation and rehabilitate agriculture in Africa, the report emphasized

the need for continuous short-, cedium- and long-term measures aimed

particularly at small farmers and ,wmen.

68. Introducing sub-item (b), ~ representative of the secretariat presented

document E/ECA/CM.12/15, which contained a brief survey of several

policies generally affecting the food and agricultural sector in Eastern

and Southern Africa and the associated recommendations for dealing with

the",. The policies were grouped into three ~)rotld ,'1rcas: (,'1.) sectoral

performance policies; (b) incentive poLi.c i es ; an d (c) suonor t services

policies. The inab1lity of the Governments concerned to develop effective

policies in each of those ~reas in an integrated manner had given rise

respectively to (i) the existence of parallel-market economies and

unfavourable domestic terms of trade against agriculture; (ii) inequitable

income distribution and subsidy allocation against food producers; and

(iii) limited and inefficient agricultural marketing and credit systems.

69. During the debate on the two documents, participants noted with

satisfaction, the irno roved food supply situation during the 1985/86 period.

•
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Concern was however expressed about problel'ls thl\t could nossibly arise fro",

the increased production. In thnt connec t i.on , par t i.cuIa r mention was made

of food surpluses and the difficulty of maximizinv, their use. To deal

with the problem, it was proposed that FAO and ECA should ~ssist in

~volvinr, arrangements for distributing such surpluses from the surplus

countries to deficit countries.

70. On the coverage of document; E/ECA/CH.12/1S, it ''11S pointed out that

the findings of a study on the experience of a select number of countries

could not nec~ssarily be generalized to all parts of Africa, particularly

because of ecological differences; accordingly, similar studies ne~ded

to be undertaken on experience in the other sub rerions , particularly rhe

Sahel. In addition, the Committee called for studies on agricultural

rese~rch, the cost of irri~3tion, and water usage.

71. Participants highlighted the vital link between agriculture and

industry, as well as the important role vomen played in the development

of the agricultural sector in Africa and the need to take that role into

consideration when developing programm~s and policies for the rehabilitation

of agriculture, particularly in the areas of food production, processing

and marketin~, where vomen were predominant.

72. The need to go bayond problem "identification" studies into practical

and concrete proposals for the rehabilitation of the agricultural sector

was stressed. The rcori"ntation of consumption patterns and the

disseminntion of inforrmtion on such reorientation to farmers uere

identified as being crucial in the formulation of such ?olicies. In that

connection, one participant described th~ factors which, in addition to

favourable weather, had led to the increase in agricultural vroduction 1n

his country: the Government had instituted concrete policies- such as

control of food imports, the granting of attractive incentive and

pricing packages to local producer s anrl ensurLnr- the availability of
a~ricultural inputs.
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(c) Report to the Conference of Ministers on l!leasures for the improvement

of co-operatives ann snell far~ersi orpanizations/associations in

the rnarketinp. of food and livestock products

73. Introducinp docunent E/ECA/CM.l.2Il6, a representative of the secretariat

said that the purpose cf the study whose f in.l ino s it cont.a iner' «as to

propose policies and propral'lmes that woul.d fnc Ll Lta t c rural end economic

development in Afri"e «ithin the fr1mework of the La~os Plan of Action ann

the African Re~ional Food Plan. The document ~ontained information on

those f ac tr-r s which had been resr·-msi~)le f or succcsse s in co-operative

movements in Africa, ,mn presented national and iefionel proposals "esigned

to enhance the capabilities of co-operatives in the marketing of food and

livestock prc"ucts.

74. The Committee tock note of the repcrt.

(,:1) Rerort to the Conference of Ministers on a study of food import

substitution progra~~es in AfricR

(0) Re:ccrt t" the Conference of Ministers on lnnd-use policies nnd

farming in Africa

75. Unda r sub-item (d ) , Q. r cprcscnt.at ivc of the secre t ar i at; Int rc-Iuce.t

document E/ECA/CM.l2Il7. «hich ccnt1ined the findinss of ~n assessment of

measures beinrr. taken 'J.:)y the GcvcrnI:1ents cf Botswana. Kenya~ MacJac:ascar~

Malawi~ ttaur i t ius , the Uni t cr: Reru'hlic of Tanzan i.a , Zambia an:' Zimbabwe to

achieve food self-sufficiency. Given the' t r en-ls in produc t i.on , -tr,:l(1e

and consumption r.a t t erns , it was c s t i mar ed that many of the countries of
. , '

the subrcz ion wou l d c'1cpenc: heav i.Ly en cxte rna I sources to meet their f0nd

requirements by the year 2000 unless drastic Deasures ann sounn strategies

for f ood self-sufficiency were A.dn:'te~," In crrio r tc address the pr ob Lerns

•

•
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identified, the doc~ment recommended' (i) formulation of policies to raise

per capita domestic food production, especially by small farmers, including

women; (iiY impl.ement.at i.on of import subs t i tut i.cn prograranes f ocus i.ng on

staple cropsJ (iii) ~ducation of consuners~ pLTticulnrly in urban ~1reuS, on

the need to utilize (lomestically produced fooels; (tv) efficient rnanar,ement

of agricultural production and marketing institutions in orner to avoid

waste of limited resources; and (v) co-ordination ann harmonization, at the

subrer,ional Lcvc l , of fQ0\~ development plans and policies.

76. Under sub-item (e), a representative of the secretariat introduced

document E!ECA!CM.12/6 containinf the findin~s of a study on land-~se

policies and f arminv systems in Kenya, Mozambiq~e, the Unite" Republic of

Tanzania and Zamb i.a , ThE::. major land-use, p rob l.eras arose f rcm Lnadaquat s

government~l policics~ such as those concerning lane-use plnnning~

irri,?,3tion and doncs t i.c ene":"fI;Y?' or from popuLat.i.on , climatic and soil

conditions~ severe overgrazing and lnnd desradati~n~ as well as from

conflicts between different land users. The following [;olicy options to deal

with the problems wcrc propo scd e (a) inte['t'ation of Iond-use planning

and fnrmin~ practi~es into PRtional RUn re~ional development plannin?;

(b) (1.evelopment of institutions and mcchan i srns for inte~rated planninf; and

co-ordination; (c) elimination of traditional conflicts between different

land users through the adoption of new Innd-use systems which would enhance

fooc self-sufficiency and mai.nta in ecc IorriccI ba l ance s ; and (ct) strengthening

of the institutional base for research~ r1nta collection and inf0rmatiou

fer planning 9 rnanaRement 2nd ~oilitCJrins of land-usc and farMing systems.

77~ During the discussion that followed 9 sev~ral participants reiterated

their r egre t. at the btc distribution of the documerrt s , advance study of

which by national ap,riculture and fnor1 experts wc,ul,J have benefited

the Committee.

78. The Cocnnittee tonk note of the reports under the tt·m sub-items.
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(f) Report on revie\v of pro:::r<1mmes and. strnterdes of intergovernmental

institutions to reduce fO:Jd waste and losses in _\frica

(g) Survey of constraints on the improvement of storage facilities in

Central and North Africa

79. Introducing clo~u,".e:." E/:CC.;/CU.12/38 ur.de r sub-item (0, a representative of

the secretariat said that the study on which the document was based had been

prepared in response to General Assemhly resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 1975, calling

on develo?inf countries to reduce food waste and losses by 50 per cent by 1985,

~nd to past decisions of the ECA Conference of Ministers4

80. One s i.oni.f icarrt f i.n-lLno of the s t udy was t hat; about 20 per cent of cereals

alone was lost and that in 1985 alone, such losses were estimated at 14 million

tons valued at approximately $US 2.9 billion. The study provided information

on the primary and sccoidarv causes of food waste and losses and on curative

and ~rophylactic measur-es ~ :~ri.J noted the constraints in human and material

resources f weak collaboration an ...i delays in irap l encn t inc ~rof~aI'!lf1(;s. To deal

with the "issues ir.vnlvecl.,. it- reeOI!1rnendCf; t ha t : (a) nemher State s should

a l l.ocat e arl.cqu<1~C' "t't;l:-:;ourc0.S to the r cc'uc t i on of f ood waste and losses; (b) {',reater

co l lnbora t i on shoul.d be promctcd aMonr institutions de a Li.ng with food waste

and l c s sc s ; an(!~ (c) full BUPr'0i.4 t should ce ?,iven teo the activities of those

institutions j which should imrlcnent ncc~rte~ pro;'rarnDes in collaboration with

other relevant n~encieso

•

•

81. Under sub-item (,» a representntive of the sccrctar i at i.ntror'uced document

E/ECA/Cll.12(39, which she,wed that most po s t vharvc s t; losses occurred at the stcr-ar-e

stage" In some ca s e s , sucu Los s e s amoun t ed \..0 ,-1t:::::U;: 10 per cent in cereals alone.

ThE. report also contained inf:'rf!12tion on the. functions and structures of scoragc

fncilities j neasures to re(~uce losses Rt storrt8e stage j including prosraMMCS and

projects at national ane sU~JreGional levcls~ and critical storase cGnstraints~

which inclurled pol i.ci.e s , srruc turcs and practices, pre-is t.or-age condition of crops,

pest control methods? research s extension/trainine-, services and institutional problems.

To ~ssist men~er States in denlin? with those constraints, the-refort reCOMmended

that: en.) ner.b e r Stat.e s s~_ .ul.d r chcb i l i tate and i.rp rove f oo.: storage f ac i l i t i.e s ~
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particularly in rural areas; (b) mass media should be used to educate farmers

on stora~e procedures and other measures; and (c) inter-country co-operation

in compatible areas or fields should be established and/or reinforced.

82. The meetinG took note of the reports submitted under the two sub-items.

Pro?,ress on the implementation of on~oinr srecial fTograrnmes (agenda item 8)

(a) United Nations Transport and Communications recade in Africa: Progress

report on the second ph?sc prop,ramme and consideration of future action

[(eport of the fifth Conference of the African 'Ministers of Transport,

Communic'ations and Planning Lagenda i t era 12 (k2?
83. In view of the fact that the two items dealt «ith the same programme, the

Committee decided to take them together.

84. Introducin~ document E/ECA/CM.IZ/1S, on proeress on the implementation of

the Decade programme, a representative of the secretariat said that it had been

prepared jointly by the Inter-Agency Co-ordinatin~ Committee for the Decade,

and had been considered by the African Ministers of Transnort, Communications

and Planning at their fifth meetinG held in Harare, Zimbabwe, from 3 to 11 March

1986. Of the 578 transport sector projects" 36 (6 per cent) had been completed

and another 106 (18 per cent) ~ere under execution in 19B5,while of the 472

communications sector projects, 24 had been completed and another 71 were under

implementation. $US 3.7 billion (20 per cent) out of the total $US 18.255

billion nrograrrme costs had been raised, about 61 and 39 per cent from internal

and external sources r~spectivcly.

850 Introducing the report of the fifth maet Lng of the Conference .of African

Mini~ters Of Transport, COMMunications and Planning (E!EC~/Ct\o12/43),

he drew the Committee's attention to the resolutions adopted by the Conference

and to the major recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit's evaluation

report on the Decade.

86. The representative of Horocco recalled resolutions 83/29 and 84/42 of the

Conference of African T'finisters of Transport, Communic"tions and Planning,

followin~ which l'orocco had organized the opening ",,,etin;! of the Tangiers­

Lagos highway ste~rin?- committee, attended by 10 countries of which seven

had been represented at the ministerial level 0
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87. Uorocco had been surprised, at t!)e Harare Conference, by the terms of
• - f . ')

document E/ECA/TCP/36/Corr.l, wh Lch pointed out..that a chanr-e in resolution

34/42 by the Conference of Finisters in its resolution 487 (XIX) had resulted

in the secretariat bein~ unable to organize the steering committee Meeting.

The conSensus resulting from the consultations on resolution 487 (XIX) was

stilted in docunent E/19P4r:l (E/ECA/CM.lO/38) as vfol Lotrs.: " ••• on the ,under-

standing that the resolutions ildapted by the Conference of Ministers of

Transport, ConnunLcat ions and P'LannLng at Conakry Fere still valid." Moreover,

documentc A!39/771 (E/1984/98), andA!40/409 (E/1985/l09) included the Tangiers­

Laros highway, in paragraphs 36 and 16 respectively, among the projects of

decisive iMportance to the developnent of t.ansport in l~rica.

88. ReiteratinE his country's reservations regarding the consultations which

had taken place at the Harare Conference and their outcome, he offered ,to

submit for consideration by the twelfth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

a draft resolution on the Tangiers-LaGOS highway which would be in conformity

with previous decisions.

89. The representative of Algeria remarked that the issue had been discussed

and decided by the Conference of'AfricanMinisters of Transport, Communications

and Planning on the basis of the overall consideration of the objectives of

the tagos'Plan of Action, and cautioned a~ainst reopening debate on the matter.

90. After observations by several representatives, the Committee concluded

that:

(a) The matter was a political one, and the matte~ had been considered

and decided on by the Conference of African Miaisters of Transport, Communica­

tions and Planning, which was the competent body to deal with it;

(b) The Committee was not competent to deal satisfactorily with the issue;

(c) The observations of the representative of ~~rocco would be reflected

in its report to the Conference of Ministers;

(d) Any parties were free to take up the matter at the Conference of

Ministers level, if they so desired.

91. The 'representative of UNESCO said that his organiza~ionwould continue

to collaborate with ECA in the implementation of the Pecade programF,e; in

•

•
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fort1Ulating a prograrntle for the second Decade, closer co-operation and a

multi-sectoral approach wciuld be e'ssential.

92. The ~epresentativeof ICAO described his organization's involvement in

the Decade and in proMoting'devclopnent and snfetytn air trensport. ECA's

efforts to libernlize the freedoms of the air, which largely depended on

good will, were to be cOl'lnended. He also'inforned the Committee of ICAO's

various Air Navigational Plans in Africa and its allocation of $US 1 oillion

for search and, re~cue missions in Africn, as well as· the continued close

collaboration between ICAO and ECA.

(b) United tlc.tic;ls Industrial Development Decade for Africe: .Iodrrt
~

progress report by ECA, (JEIDO and 0;;11 c:nd consideration for future

"ction

93. Introducing document EIECA/CM.l~/l9, a representative of the secretariat

said 'that it covered two main areas, inter-secretariat co-operation and policy

development1n the'imnlementation of the prop,ramme for the Decade and the

activities carried out.in suppor~ of that programme. Basically,two problems

had been encountered in implementing the Decade pror.ramme. relating respectively

to financing and· to data. ,With respect to financial problems. the African

Industrial Development Fund was not yet opereti~al and its viability was even

becoming dubiOUS because member States had not yet resronded to the call of the

Conference of l-iinisters [0 ac.;;euc to the Constitution of the Fund and pay their

contributions. Furthermore, the SUS 700,000 requ~~ted by the Commission. with

the support of the Economic and Social Council. for allocation to the Co~ission

out of the annual SUS 5 million allocated by the General Assembly to UNIPO for

the pror.rallll'le had not been made avnf.LabLe, The se<:retariat was taking ,steps

to seek clarification on that catter from United Nations Headquarters.

94. Regarding data problems, the secretariats had ~t been getting the informa­

tion on the status of subrep,ional and other industrial projects needed to enable

them to update such Frojects.
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95. The representative of liNIDO referred to the close co-operation between

the UNIDO, ECA and CAU secretariats as well as between UNIDO and African

countries, at both the national and subreryional levels in the selection,

formulation and execution of industrial projects under the Decade rrop,ranDe.,

The $US 5 million annual allocation "as rrossly inadequate in relation to the

imnense needs of Africa's industrialization. Therefore, the amount was b~inr

deployed in such a way as to fenerate maximum multiplier effect in selected

priority areas. Activities undertaken by UNIDO under the Decade prorramme

and financed f ror« thet allocation included the orranization of national

workshops on s t r ategLes and po l t cy deve l.opnent; and subrepIonaL meetinps

on industrial co-operation and mobilization of industrial investment finance,

the preparation of selected feasibility studies, the pub HcLzIno, of the Decade,

as well as the orGanization outside Africa of promotional meetinrs to mobilize

increased attention and support for the Decade.

96. There were, however, serious constraints effectinp the implementation of
r

the Decade. These included inadequate financial resources for both investment

and technical assistance, the unfavourable international attitude towards

ind4strialization in Africa, and the lack of epproflriate feasibility studies.

Co-operation had been established with both the World Bank and the African

Developtnent Bank with the objective of workinG out a common approach to

increasinr the fin~ncial base for inoustrial ;'rojects in Africa.

97. In the ensuinr: discussion, deler,ations enrhasized that l8ck of well

prepared· feasibility studies on Lnveet.nent projects constituted a major

constraint to the rlobilization of industrial investwent resources. ECA and

UNIDO should place strono er-ph.asLs on the developoent of indiJ7enous

car-abilities to rrcpnre f;uch studies, especially in the metal workinp: sector,

so thnt the countries of the rer,ion could absorb the technologies that vere

beinr transferred to the~.

98. Participants stronrly felt that the transformation of UNIDO into

specialized arency of the United Fat ions should not lead to a reduction in

the rrop,ra~l'1e, and hence a loss to Africa, as evidenced by the reduction of

the SUS 5 million nllocnted by the General Assembly to ImIDO for the Decade

Proframne to only $US 4.3 oillion nfter UNIDO's conversion into a specialized

, .
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ap,ency. It W~G noted that in order to secure the inclusion of even the

reduced level of funding in the 1%6-1987 re"ular pro?ranne of UNlDO had

requirc(\ intensive negotiiltions "nd a vote. In th'1t respect, tribute was

paid to the efforts nade by African countries at the meetings of UNIDO's

ProgrmFle and Budget COl'll'littee,Industrial Development ~oard and General

Conference to secure thet approval, and it was sUfr.ested that a resolution

be adopted urging AfricDn countries to continue to pnrtici""te massively

and effectively in these end oth8r such neetings.

99. Attention was drawn to raraf,raph 8 of document E/ECA/CY.12/l9 which the

participants felt needed to be Bnended to reflect the foct of, and the reasons

for, the postponel'lent to Septenber 1986 of the eip,hth Conference of African

'!inisters of Industry and the precedin? neetinr of the Interrovernmental Experts

of the Whole, which were initially scheduled to take place at Bujul'lbura

(Burundi) in }larch 1986. That anendncnt IVIW ncces sary as t.he report, contrary

to the established practice, had not been submitted to the Conference of African

Ministers of Industry prior to its subnission to the Conference of Ministers.

100. The Executive Secretary explained that the ei~hth Conference of African

llinisters of Industry wes not held in March 1986 as planned because its dates

conflicted with those of the series of ueetinr,s preparatory to the special

sessloflof the General Assembly on the critical ccononLc situation in f"frice,

which had to be Lnevf tobIy or~l'mizcd chrouphouc t'iarch. Pc was joined by

participants,includin~ UNIDO, in expressin" appreciation to the Governnent of

Burundi for the understandinp. shown in remainin~ ready to host the postponed

Conference in S"ptenber 1~86.

101. It WIlS noted that contrary to its title the document under consideration

contained no section dealinr with future action. It was therefore su~~ested

t hat in Iu t ur e the »r-og rce s report on trw dr-p Lcr-c-rt n t Lon of t.bo Dc.cadc p roercmne

should ~ in add t t Lor; to providinp ,'1t1 app r a Laa I of ::ctivitics a Lr cady undor t aken ,

3

i v e
['.180 an in:::licction of future nc t.Lon , Tho rcrrcscnt::.tive of U}.TIDO Lnd tcated

r hat his organ tznt tcn 'i..".:JS piving cnnsLdc r c t Lon -~c .~.n Gvr: Luc t Lon of sorc of the

IDDA projects upc-n their :'cturity, when such an "vduation w'uld be able to

lead to useful conclusions.
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102. The participants "ere informed of the activities being unrlertaken by

UNESCO in the area of ne T '1 and rcncvab Lc sources of cncray in suo no r t of

industrialization in Af r i ca , Pilot projects wer e under '{,my in Pest Africa

to improve energy informaticn networks, and proposals had been f o'rrnu la t ed

for extcnd i ng -nechanisGs for di s somirin t i ng research' and deve l opuent; results.

Those oc t iv i ti e s and proposals pcre in supno r t of the Dec ado p r og rarrmc ,

Co-ooeration bct\oleenmlIDC and UNESCO in this respect pas being intensified.

103. In response to a Question addressed to UNIDO rcearding.its co-o,eration

<lith ECA on the preparation of the 1984/1985 Econooic Survey of Africa which

presented a bleak picture of the industrial sector, the representative of

illlIDO indicated that the views expressed in the su~vey <lith regard to the

industrial sector Here t ho s., of ECA. lJhilc no t i.ng the cons t.rn in t s and

difficulties faced by rrmy African industrial enterprises, UNIDO r ersa iricd

basically optimistic re~Grdin8 the crucial role which industry was destined

to play if Africa uas to realize fully the objectives of the Lagos Plan of

Action apd the Final Act of Lasos as well as Africa's Priority ~ro~r3m~c

for Economic Recovery. African countries Bhou1d therefore be encouraged

to take a more positive vic~,: of i.ndus t r i.a l i cc t i.on , he added.

(c ) ReviC', and appraisal of the achieveoents of the Ur,iterl Nations

Decade for Women in Africa

Report of the seventh meeting of the Africa P.egional Co-ordinating

COJ11rlittee on the Integration of l'on2n in Development [agenda item l2(d) ]

1040 As the t'JO agenda i t cms '"tere: closely related, the Ccnmi t t cc decided to

discuss then together.

105. Introducing document; E/ECA/CN.12/20, n r cpr es en t a t i.ve of the secretariat

stated that the \Jorld Conf ercnc c to Rcv i.cw and Appra i sc t hc Ach i cvcrncn t s of

the United nations Decade for \)omen:Equality, DcveLopmcrrt and Peace, hel.d

in Hairo1>i in July 1985 had noted the progress made in auarencs s , legislation,

educ~tiont cQp10yment and wODen's grassroots org~niz~tions, but had drawn

attention tc persistent Qbst~clcs such 05 ne?ativc attitud2S~ discri~ination
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and insufficient r ccoon Lt Lon of t.cr-cn r:" cconorrtc contributions. 1\fric2p.

1.:'JOD(:D \~[l,d cnnr.1.f,izec1 t hoLr pa r t Lcu.l e r concc rn over f LlLr c rr.cy 9 the inac1!2nur:ttc

acccss of FOY"~n f c rr-cre to L'!'J(l ~ crcc1it andvcxt.c.ns Lon services c:.n(l the sc vcrc

tnpnet all. t.'O;'I,0t! of the current tfricar- crLs Ls , In c rc'c r to ovcrcorc those

ob s tcc Les the Conference PL:r:i .'.!(1opt(;d CCJrrChCI'.Eiv- forlJ['Ird-·lool>.in.... s t r at ::::"" I cs

for ppplicction at t h-, nat Lona L, r,,"".:.0icp.21,. int.crnf'.tione.l and «Lola I 1 r vc Ls

to cnsure the ccruLtarLc pfl.rtici!1E'·tion £1[1(: ['(.kquntc; r ecovr.t t ton of v.or.rcn in

(!evclopncnto

106. Tl:L PrceLdcr.r of the tfrL::~ r.cri('lr:~.l Co~-ordir..2tin.r. Cor.r-Lt t cc on t1K:

Lntccrat ion of nC'nc~ t!'~ r- -vc Lopr-crvt (,\PCC)? Lr t r-crtuc.Lno the r cnr-rt of tf.c:

Cor-rri t t cc t s st.vcnt l. -cct Ln- , G\.-:""!"~;:ri~cr the conclusions r cachcd or. the

nar t Lctpat i.on of 'FO! .on in the ~jTTr f our t h l1ro"'·r::'.l;:~.inrt cycle (l')e 7-'1~lJl) s the

Lr-pLer-crrtat Lon C'T FO'"1Cr..' s p r orra:: -cs at the subrc""'ic-T'f1.1 and rc:rionc,' levels s

the fo lIovi-up to t~~'L ilairoci ~~orl(;. Ccnf'c.rcnce . tl'.c: Lnco rpo r a t Lon of ~·:'or~cnls

nee-.Of: into nr t Lcno l. (1cvclo-rflcnt ';"'·~.GnsJ t l.c pe r t Lctr.c.t Ion of ~,·mr.cn in Lndus t r Le I

clcvclofvcnt [':.nc1 t hc prcpnrc t i ons for the snccLoL s".:;ssion of the United tat i.onc

rcnerel l\.Gsc8bly on tbc c r Lt Lcn t ccor.ordc r Lturt i.cn in !'fricr" The Conru t t cc

b.[\(~ expressed Lt e rrat Ltudc -fer l7:T'P's euppo r t but hp.d r-otcd pitll nravc. concern

cspcc Lr lly in t h,. GtfC:D.yj - ~. <" seQ <f'Cl ?GI'!"'.<"iorr>, 1:-PSC;(1 rTLP0Cs '> ~.nr h~c! cc:llcr fer

t l-c. ccccss of FOl:::rJ. tc 12r;~(; rc.sourc..-: suc l: cs tl c s-. to t c ::1obi!-i2.l'd t lrrour-h

per t f c Lpe t Lon cf 'TO:,-.C,.... .i.n t l.c !Jrc~i1r[1,tionD for tL<-.: fpecicl scs c ton. rinolly:

it I:£.O <':.copted too r... s oLu t Lonr fer cone i dcrc t i on t'O} t l.c Conference of l"inistcrs.

107. Pc r t ac t.pr-nr c cif ccu s ecd cs t cr.e Lv l y the ir~su(;s r<.1iscc1 by the t vo reports")

p[!.yir,~ t r fl.ur.c to /-.frienn t-o:'....:.r~ '8 ecLicvc:-"e:nt8 t'.nc~ si.'~nificG:.nt contributions

to dovc Lopncnr . T1'!cy !.'rri;:;(J t hrit tr:(2rL 1.'c.rc :-:,,.'1jor soc Lo lo ..... icAl ,"I r, (, f Lnr-nc Lc L

cons t reint s to the ,.(lvnncC:l"x~nt of l7oncn~ but urccc' t ba t n~c.c,r-nitiop l«. n-ivcn to

t l; concrete c f f or t s 't,c,in r ' ..,-)['r!e:.. lv f:mT('rp-1 icnt;s ir p ror-o t Lrv- l;·!Cncn. ~ cvcr a l.

pc r t i c tpant s pro-:-:'of,cr-i r':~c.ndJ"lcnt.s to the tv-o rGt.:clutions tJrc£c:nted ";ith r. vie':]

to c Lc.r Lf y i.rv; sorc issues c.nc' f[l.cilitc~tin"" tt.c. inplcT'"'cntntion of those rcsolu-

t Lonc , Tl',cy ,".leo strc-,sP0c. the nccJ for nC-~l~.,:r C'totcs and intcrnr.t i onal

or."'[mizntiont.~ to u t Ll.Lzc. [fric<:':} cxpr r t s [inti sur"::C:lptcd t h..t ['. spcc LaL r cr o Iut Lon
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108. The: oLscrvcr fro!V, UTT~('(l r cfc r r cr' to hie or;2niz,ntion v s continued CG-

f or effective co-ordination of ac t tvf t t c s not onl.y t.Lt.h.Ln the UnLte d ':9tions

syst er, but also 'Fit}: Cf',T ,.'hich 1\20 t.Lr.nncd to establish 2. unit on ,,:corien end

clcvc Loprscnt in ,L[Y'ic.:~,

ccnccrndno the dc c ioLon t al.cn t hc rr I rob t ~:orld Ccnfc r cr.cc to ador.t all

its docur-cn t s by cons cnsue J inrlic.:'.ttn" th~t t'Jt:~.t shor.Jr' h~V0- been r cfLcc ccc'

in tl:e: rc.pcr t 1,:::-rc t hc (lifficu~~tic[: ccuscd b y p r cj.o ca l.s f r orn ccr t a Ln countries.

110. The r c-vr c ecn t e t Lvc ('f ;'·crocco cxp r e s sccl Yis coun t ry l s t'cscrvat t.on on

r cso Iut i on 2 ip (10CUT.;tT,.tE/:.T/' !C- 01:' /31 C)P the Ge!'lcral ! ...sscL:bly') £ spcc t o I

session on t "0 c r i.t Lcr.I cconordc e i.turt Lon ir / f r Lce Q

111. Respcnc~i"ilr' to issues r.:-:.iscd 1;y ~)['rtj_cir::".nts., the I.pee ~re.sicent pnd tr-c

rcprcscncat tvc or the sccrcr arIr.t cxprc.cs cd :1pprcci,:'",tion for the positive

con t r It-ut t onc of t hc Cor.eif t t cc , The r cr-rcncntat tve of the sccrctar i e r <eve:

assuranccs t hat; the pr r t LcuLar s i.tuat.Lors in th::· Giscnyi-based and Tangiers­

br-eed l'TI,l)CC~. oould 1: c: r c-iul ar Lzc-' n Lthou....h th.e: j.o l.tcy orn,flns of t l:c Tan.... iers­

bCl.sc.d i.;ULP~C had to I::1<?lc.c ;rC!£'..tc.:r' efforts to r ev i t eLd ze t bc sul r c ..... Lon t s womcn " s

rro[!;rar,r'c.

112. The CG,~1r',ittcc t ocl no t c o f t h: t.tro reports D~d r ccorracndcd t l.c tranF-­

nission of the tvo resolutions <:'5 ['j.'clidcd to t hc Confcrcncc of i'inistcrsQ

113. T1:c currcrt c hr.Lri icn cf the ;-:ovcrninl ~.·O(~i08 of the Y£1ounuc, Lusaka , ?Ti<lDCY',

Cfscnyf, anc: Tc·rl'"'i'.:.r[,~·b[l[:£,~ ; '1;LPOCs Ln t r cduccd their respective rcr-c-r t c , l.-rhicp

doal.t p r Lr-er Ll v l,it}-, tl~c {'cd-. of cacl- llJLfCC's «ovcrnLnr body, t he stuclies c.on-

0uctecl, ccc t o r e I ac t xv i.t Lcs , ~(~vi~-;cry sc rv Lccs prov It'cd to 'r'1c':"'lbcr States,

resolut.ions cdor-tcd nt their lS;"( ·:;cc·tin::s arid ass i s t ance provided to vnrious

subregional "-::"OUrin""5 pr.d Lntcr o ovc rr-r-cnt z-L orranLze t Lons c They also dcuc r Ll cd

the Lnp Lcrtenta t r on 8t<~.tur of c::"cl: PLf'rC( ~ porL pror':'rC'flme for 1';~r; and the

nr-o l-Lcr-e ,~ncour.t:~re6<
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1146 t'hf.J.c. corv-rat.ul.c t.Ln- t.hc - -rrLP(Ic, eTC ECA occrc t arLat s in r:cfLcr2.1 on the

.efforts :.:2GC tc rkcer.tr~lizc GtC'.f~ <"nce other r csourr.cs in f'ur thcr,....ncr. of the

i1H.,PlJCs ~ t'lort r.ror-rarocc 9 pc r t t c t pant e r c-vrr.t tco t1~,c c orrt Lnu Ln: ovcr a l l

st.c r t acc of hU[1<:'-TI and f Lnanc Lo L resources ;:-',vo..ilnL,lc to the; i'ULP0Cs? anr' c e l l ed

on EC~\ to cor.t inue its cf f or tr. to t r aus f c r stc:fi 'fror l Lt r hC2(l(1\1<:-~rte.rL to

then. I v--,!:Jcr St8-tcs ~~7C'rc r coues t cd to rv.l.c cont r tbut f.onc tn ('rr10r to C'~;sist

115. ,be Cor.r.rit t cc t oolr nete of i.i.c reports,

(t) ~liC'nni?ll -report of t bc I;sccu-ti~::= ,f)cc.:-(~:.-~ry on t r.o activities 0f

;lL~j '~sp-9ns?r~d ins!.: i rut ior.s ~ 19C1~,~l~i -:.::

(c) ~ic:npicl cO.~E_o}i(:et_<:(l ;:"ror-r[,~'.'1.C: of nor]::. ;md prioritir:s .l_ncluci.nr­

bu(1~ctG ('f i~Cl'~spcn~G!c(~ crccic·lizc:<1 inst}tu~j.ons~ 1l),~·' -,1,)("\7

1160 Irit rcduc Ln-. t l.c eon so l Ldr.t or' l-I onnfa I r c ..ort on thrc ,,:,,ctivitics for 19:JL,.p,

lSG5 (E/":Cf../Ct \ l' /';5) ':",:..d cC'r.:rolj.(1At('r~ l.'icnn:t.al nGr~ ~'rc"'r['TC c.r.r:' [ud"'C't for

10~(··1l)~ j (E!r.CtJC." 1 /2(') of rC/'·-spC'n::-0rc<1 r-c-t Lono L 2.nc· GuLrcr-ir.nnl :f.:~f:titu-

t i.ons , the: rxc;;cut1.'1'c fr:;,,'crcL.'ry s,1i(~ tp£~t ['port f r or.: t bc f tnr.nc i a.l if':stitutions~

~11 ,ECI\-g!Joncorc~:t in:;titl:tior.,s 11,"0 ir thE' p;;.st r.uf f crcd no c onlv f r or serious

f f.nanc Lc.t cifficultic!: OCC<-l.Fionc(~ l y the l a tc r:",Y~'nt or non-jvryr-eu t. of '...cnl-c r

f, t at cs ~ COD t r fbu t t.onzi , rut tJ so f ror. insufficient 1-:-:cr,!:c.rshil1. Consc.cucnt; 1y ~

1170 II nunter of t hc r c inctitutior"c - for. C}~::·n.Dl-2 T'E,CT1\f, ECS~;;P;. -8TIC1 .'I.:,.cT -

services the,,! nrovir";,cc.-: t.n tl«, cort cxt of project cxr.cu t i 0P

'pr.:tch b.?c teen c(l1--:,,,~p,1.cc1 !J? t l.o "or l d Y::'1!"'.1. 0 1:(. c ppco Lcd to ucr-l.cr ~,t2tcS to

r.'i'Lc usc: of the cor-nultancy so rvi.cc e 0rovirlc(1 1.;' tl·(; ir~stitutiof1.['~ \o~:icr.
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118. During the ensuinr, debate, all speakers endorsed the Executive Secretary's

remarks concerning the institutions' importance. Some delegations complained

about the absence of up-to-date information on their financial obligations to

the institutions. In that connection, it was suggested that one way of reminding

member States of such obligations I?ould be to prepare a list of member States'

contributions and arrears as an annex to the annual report on the activities

of the institutions, which was usually submitted to the Conference of Ministers.

119. With regard to the implementation of the recommendations of the ~~!!~o~

Committee on the rationalization of the activities of the institutions

sponsored by ECA and QAU, one representative inquired whether there was going

to be a special report or not. As part of the answer to that question, a

representative reported briefly on the status of the implementation of the

recommendation on the merger of the African Cartography Association and the

African Remote Sensing Council.

120. A representative asked if the ECA-sponsored institutions co-operated

closely with their counterparts at the national level. Another inquired

whether IDEP was also affected by the current financial crisis, and asked why

it had not yet established the af,ricultural planning programme which had

first been suggested in the biennium 1978-1979. The representative of IDEP

replied that the financial crisis was indeed a major reason why that pro­

gramme had not been initiated'.

121. The representative of UNESCO informed the meeting that his or~anization

provided financial and technical support to some of the institutions. and

would continue to do so in the future in close co-operation with ECA.

122. Responding to the call for published information on the status of

payments of contributions/assessments, the Executive Secretary saiu that such

an approach might help. However, what was important was that if member

States could pay only 25 per cent of their arrears, the financial situation

of such institutions as IDEP couln improve appreciably, The implementation

of the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendations would be taken up under the

agenda item on follow-up on the resolutions adopted by the Commission in

1985.
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123. Where financial and technical support was concerned, ECA welcomed the

fact that not only UNESCO, but other bodies such as UNDP and UNFPA, had

always supported the institutions. The Executive Secretary reiterated that

the institutions. should to an jncreasing extent charge member States and

project-funding African and Un~ted Nations agencies for their services, so

as to augment their income. Similarly, member States, African funding

agencies and the agencies of the United Nations system should use the services

of these agencies to implement their "rojects.

124. After a further exchange of views, the Committee decided to appeal to

member States. for the prompt and regular fulfilment of their financial

obligations to the institutions.

125. It then took nete of the reports.

(d) Regional and interregional economic co-operation and technical

co-operation: Issues for consideration

126. Introducing document E/ECA/C1I,12/l3, a representative of the secretariat

described the secreta~iat's support for subregional economic 3rou~ings.

through the MU~POCs, and its promotion of regional and interregional co­

operation. While the paper presented concentrated on subregional economic

co-operation, the secretariat intended to submit to the next meeting of the

Conference of Ministers two detailed papers, one on technical co-operation

activities and another on interregional co-operation.

127. In the ensuing discussion, delegntions congratulated the secretariat on

the clear and succinct paper presented and took note of its intention to

submit papers on technical co-operation activities and interregional co­

operation to the next meeting of the Conference of Ministers. The need for

promotion of technical co-operation at subregional, regional and inter­

regional levels was emphasized, and attention was drawn to its use as a means

of promoting interregional transfer of technology. In view of the limited

resources available for intra-African technical co-operation activities,

attention needed to be focused on such nctivities at the interregional level,
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particularly within the framework of South-South co-operation. It.was pointed

out that as the objective of technical co··operation was the training

of human resources, i.nfo rmat i.or- rras required on cx i s t i.ng f rc il i t i.c s

and possibilities, and reference was made to the need for 'a d'ircctory

of those and information on their funding. Expertise .in different fields

already existed in various.African ccuntries, but funding continued to be a

problem, and the secreta.iat was requested to sUf;~est solutions.

128. The representative of Egypt said that his country allocated a portion of .its
Indi.cat i v., P'l ann i ng FiG,ure to t cchni ca l co-opcrntion ac.t i vi c i cs -:1flr1 had , in add i t Lon ,

created a fund for technical co-opora t i on with African countries under which Egyptian

experts ia African countries and African students in Egypt were financed.

129. Delegations called for the harmonization of the activities and work pro­

grammes of subrel;ional and regional institutions, and questioned the absence

of the chief executives of some such institutions from the Committee meeting.

The observer for OAU suggested d ..lc "t:.2.' c"g~v"al institutions should

participate in both the technical and ministerial meeting;; of the Conference.

130. The secretariat was requested to strengthen the Lusaka-based rWLPOC

and follow up on the development of low-cost building and c.onstruction

materials and the Building and Construction Code of Conduct, the co-ordination

of multimodal transport organization. a~d the establishment of the Eastern

and Southern African Commodity Exchange,. issues which had not been sufficiently

d i scus se«, at the las", i.,usai:..:.a--DE;.sed HuLPOC meeting" Horeover, the long-standing

request for the harmonization of the work of the Lusaka-based lWLPOC with those

of PTA and SADee under the leadership of the MULPOC should be attended to.

131. The sec~~t;ariat ur_dert::>o~: t o fc.l1ow up on .:111 out s t and i.ng issues.

Invitations had been sent out to all chief executives of subregion~l and

regional institutions. However, the change in dates as a result of the United

Nations special session on Africa had complicated the situation. Endeavours

would be made to ensure that the other regional and subregional organizationspartici­

pat ed i.r. mcct i.nr s of the Commission. ~Iith respect to the wcaknes s of the Lusaka-

ba sed i'WLPOC, the scc ret a r i a t acknow'l.cdgcd that the rIDLPOC h,'!cl suffered because

of the prolonRed sickness of the Director. Efforts were bein~ ~ade to recruit

another Director.

132. The meeting took note of document E!ECA!CM.12!13.
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Institutional development: Establishment of the African Centre for Heteoiologi­

cal Applications for Development: Progress report and required further action

(.:lpend:1 item 10)

133. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/14, its summary and addendum 1, a

representative of the secretariat said that despite the return of the rains in

most drought-stricken countries at the end of 1985, questions woul d still

continue to be asked as to the possible causes, periodicity~ trends and dura-

tion of drought, Africa therefore needed a system of c Li.ma t o l og i ca I and

hydrological watch over such climate-related natural disasters as drought, floods,

cyclones and storms, so that meteorological data and observations could be

applied to such critical economic develop~ent issues as food production~ water

resources management and energy~ He outlined the activities that the proposed African

Centre for Meteorological Applications for Development (ACIL~D) was to undertake,

as contained in the ECA/ffi10 feasibility study annexed to the document. Rez,arding

the l.oco t i.on of l\C1.AD of five n.:::,~!,iQn;J.l HetcoroloJdcal Centres (Cairo,

Dakar,. Nairobi, Niamey and Oman) which had been considered in the ECA/WllO

study, only Cairo and Nairobi had the necessary infrastructure on which to

build.

134. In the ensuing debate, delegations generally agreed that there was urgent

need to establish ACl1.'\D, anc~ th".t t h.. Locat i on of the Centre "~'.::' an important issue

to be discussed at the present oectin). Some representatives exrressed concern

over the financial implications of establishing AC~Uill, and noted the need to

mobilize human and material resources 9ithin existing national meteorological

services to deal with the impacts of global weather patterns on African socio­

economic development.

135. One representative pointed out that a few of the criteria used in the ECA!

ill10 Fc~sibility Study for location of the Centre were not scientifically

objective. The inter~agency team had spent less time at the Egyptian

Heteorological Authority ln Cairo than at the Kenya Neteorological Department

in Nairobi; be ob j ected to the comparison be t veen the Ca i ro and the Nairobi

institutions conta i ned in parap;raph 40 of the document , and requested its

deletion. The inter-agency team should visit all fGcilities, including

the Egyptian Remote Sensing Centre ,mich had been in operation since 19710
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136. Another representative said that the Centre should be located in the

Sudano-Sahelian region, where countries were most affected by drought. Another,

representative howev cr , po i.nt.od nut tbn.t the Centre had to der.'l net on l y wit h

drow;ht, but a l so wi t h other clim.,te-rcJated dls"stcrs such as cyclones.

137. The observer for ~~10 stressed that the present relief fro~ drought might

be only temporary. Since drought was still scientifically unpredicta bl c , the

need for the Centre to respond to all weather-sensitive development activities was

most urgent. ACllAD would be required to receive meteorological and related

data and processed information from various national, regional and world centres,

as well as high quality satellite data. It would process and adapt all available

data, ~nd distribute the tailored information to national meteorological services

for onward transmission to the various users. To be able to perform that task

effectively, ACllAD would require powerful and reliable telecommunications and

data-processing facilities, both computer-based, as well as a "critical mass"

of operational infrastructure and technological and intellectual resources

to enable it to serve as a focal point with subregional centres for drought

monitoring, early warning and others such as AGRIIYMET. In conclusion, he said

that paragraph 40 of document E!ECA!Cfl.12!14 should be seen in the light of

paragraph 25, (iil and (i'll, both of which referred to the present situation.

138. The observer for ICAO said t~at his organization, which was also dealing

with weather, especially in the area of civil aviation, should also be associated

with the study.
; ,

139. -The representati';d'of: the sccr ata r i.at said that in the future ICAO would

be invited to participate in any 2d hoc inter-agency committee dealing· with the

proj ect.

140. The Executive Secretary suggested the addition of a section (0 to paragraph

41 of the report stating that the host Government must be willing to underwrite

the capital cost of establishinr, ACI~D, as UNDP assistance was temporary, and

would cover only staffing and limited adwinistrative costs. The Committee

ap provad the inclusion of that condition.

141. In noting the report, the Committee recommended that the Conference of

Ministers should pay car~ful attention to the financial problems which might arise

in connection with the establishment of ACMAD, its location and the composition

of its governicg body.
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Special issues (agenda item 11)

(a) The importance of coal in Africa: Basic proposale for its development

142. Introducing document E!ECA/CM.12/7, a r epres ont.at i.va of the secretariat

briefed the Committee on the ongoing ECA study of coal in the various subregi0ns,

and appealed to member States to assist the study team in its work. Africa's

coal potential offered not only an alternative energy source to fuelwood and

oil, but favourable export prospects "s well. He therefore stressed the need

for African Governments to take urgent steps to formulate and implement measures

that would enhance the development and utilization of coal in Africa.

143. One participant observed that the document raised interesting issues;

measures must be taken to ensure that the ongoing study was not limited to an

inventory, and he suggested the inclusion 8f mnrket studies in relation to

intra-African and international trade.

144. The secretariat informed the Committee that preliminary reports on coal

prOduction and trade possibilities had been carried out and were available and

that the on8oing study would consider the production and trade aspects of coal

in Africa.

(b) Report of the rei]ional expert group meeting in preparation for the

United Nations Conference for the Promotion of International Co-operation

in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy

145. IntroducinS document E/ECA!CM.12!22, a representative of the secretariat

said that, after reviewing the present status of and prr,jected developments

in nuclear rower and other peaceful applications of nuclear energy in Africa~

the regional expert group meeting had concluded that although there was growing

awareness and fairly wide use of nuclear techniques in such fields as food and

agriculture g health and medicine? industry and water resources development~

Africa had yet to make use of nuclear power to ffi2et its energy needs, for

reasons which included the large capital investments required, lack of
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infrastructural and industrial support, anG insufficient qualified manpower.

In order to overcome those constraints, the experts had recommended inter-agency

co-operation in resource mob i Li z a t i on.jm.j in questions of accas s to nuclear

technology and materials, manpower development in African institutions, the

establishment of an appropriate international mechanism for co-ordination

and monitoring of co-operation activities, and the establishment of an

African association of nuclear scientists.

146. In the ensuing discussion, participants stressed the need for African

countries to become involved in nuclear research and development activities

from the start, rather than merely applyin~ finished nuclear technology,

which limited the possibilities of resional manpower development in that

important field. The Committee also agreed that in view of the vast

investments i.nvc.Ived , ex i st i ng national nuclear re-search institutions should

be strengthened to nee t the needs nf member States through regional

co-operation.

147. The Committee took note of the report and endorsed the experts' recommendations.

(c) Report to the ECA Conference of Ministers on the African Ministerial

Conference on th~ Environment

l4G. On the basis of agreement reached by the Committee, a representative of

the secretar1&at introduced documents E/ECA/CM.12/27, UNEP /AEC.l /2 and a

telex from the Chairman of the African Ministerial Conference on the

Environment to the ECA Executive Secretary.

149. After outlining the vario~s elements of the Cairo Programme for African

Co-operation on the environment and the machineries adopted by the Conference

for the implementation of the Cairo programme, he stressed that the Committee

should endorse the Cairo prosramme as a positive step, initiated by UNEP and

supported by ECA and OAU, towards alleviatin? environmental problems in the

resion. He pointed out, however, the adverse implications of resolution No. 1/1

of the Cairo Conference, nn ECA's environmQntal work prop'rarnme which reCOMmended
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inter alia, that the ECA Conference of Ministers should decide to entrust

the environmental functions assi~ned to the Joint Inter~overnmental Re~ional

Cornrri t t ee em Human Settlements and Environment to the African Ministerial

Conference on the Envircnment.

150. That recommendation could be complied with by enabling the Joint

Intergovernmental COlTImittee to act ~s ~n exp0rt ~Jvisory group to the Ministerial

Conference.

151. During the ensuin~ discussion, the representativ8 of Egypt read out the

telex froD the Chairman of the Ministerial Conference to the Executive

Secretary and sU2sested that the ECA final document be amended accordingly.

The Committee took note of the telex.

152. The representative of UNEF read a statement from his Executive Director

on the institutionalization of the African Ministerial Conference on the

Environment. He said that the Cairo Pror.ranmc for African Co-operation

had stressed that Africa's enviror;mental problems required African solutions,

and emphasized the importance of rL~'ional and subr~si0nal c0-operation in

formulatin8 and implementin~ solutions ano the need to allocate funds from

national IPFs to support environmental activities.

153. On the issue of institutionalizinr the African Ministerial Conference

on the Environment; the secret.'1rirrt emphasized the. need for An interagency

working group to facilitate coo-operation and harmonization of the activities

of the various orsanizations dea l i n.; with the environment in Africa.

154. The Cocrmittee acknowledged the need for such a policy orran~ but

cautioned against the financial implications to member States of establi3hins

new institutions and sUQ['este,' that cx i s t i.nn institutions shoul d be carefully

evaluntcd prior to establishing any new ones.

155, In conclusion, the Committee decL~e.d to recommend to the Conference of

Ministers the retention of the Joint Intergovernmental Region21 Committee

on Human Settlements anc' the Environment> as the technical a-lv i sory body

of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, whose ler,al status

still had to be determined by the Conference.
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(d) Computer application and development

156. A representative of the secretariat informed the Committee that in

accordance "ith article 6 of the rules of procedure of the Commission, the

Government of Cote d'Ivoire had submittcd document E!ECA!CM.12!28 for considera­

tion; however, for reasons beyond its control, its representative had not been

able t~ attend the meetinS. He therefore suggestod that the Committee should

continue with the rest of its ailenda until the representative of the member

State was available for the introduction of the item.

157. The Committee accepted the proposal.

Reports from the subsidiary organs of the Commission ('cgen,j" item In
(a) Report of the fourth session of the Joint Conference of African

Planners, Statisticians and Demographers and Information Scientists

lSi>. Introducing document E!ECA!CH.12!29, a representative of the secretariat

summarized the account of proceedings of the plenary se~sion and its decisions

taken on the recommendation of its various co~ittees, each of which had

adopted "ark programmes and strategies for 1986~1987 and indications of the

orientation of the proposed ;'Iedium-term Plan, 1990':'1995. He concluded by drawing

the attention of the me"ting to the dire financial situation of IDEP, RIPS and

IFORD draft resolutions which had been prepared for consideration by the meeting

159. In the ensuing discussions, delegation sought clarification on the proposals

for financing IDEP9 lne secretariat explained that measures proposed included

a request for the continuation of UtIDr support for a transitional period)

immediate recovery of 10 per cent outstandiue arrears due to IDEP from ml'mber

·States and rescheduling of remaining arrears over a limited time period;

payment of current contributions and the generation of income by IDEP from

consultancies and other appropriate activities.

160. The meeting took note of document E!ECA!CM.12!29.
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(b) Report of the fifth meet;n~ of the Inter~overnnental CC",Mittee of

Experts of the Least Developed African Countries

lfl. Introducing the report (E/EGA/LDCs.6/EXP.5/6 and Corr.l), the Chairman

of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts informed the meeting that the

Comnittee, which had met in Yaounde, Cameroon from 2 to 4 April 1986 to prepare

for the sixth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of LDCs, had in its

deliberations discussed four main items relating to African LDCs; (a) review

of economic and social conditions, major prob1ews and policies 1934-1985;

(b) progress t owar ds the implementation of the substantial n"" prornmnc of

cctio~ for the 19COs for the Least Developed Countries (SNPA); (c) assessment

of food strategies; and (d) r ev i.ew of ECA activities in 19&,',·,1985 and "ark programme

for 1986-1987. In connection with the progress towards the implementation of

SNPA, he highlighted the diminishing aDA flows and drew attention to the measures

and recommendations for incrcnsing aid to African LDCs_

162. The representative of Ruanda informed the meeting that Rwanda had pr-,;sided

over the last meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee, and t~at the President,

tIr. Rugaravu Apollinaire, had died on the opening day of the present meeting.

She extended Rwanda's thanks for the messages of sympathy which had been received,

and that added messages of condolence could stiLl be sent to the family of the

late ~rro Rugaravu who had had a very distinguished carEer and had continued to do

his work up to the last minute.

1f3. The Committee then observed rt minute of silence in memory of Mr. Rugaravu.

164. In the ensuing discussion~ delegations congratulated the Committee on its

work. One delegation inquired whether in general documents prepared on LDCs nnd

in pa r r i.cu Lnr- the document entitled 1~ Structu ra l adjustment ~ a painful p roces s "

could be made available to countries that were not LDCs, and if non-least developed

countries could participate in the meet i.ngs of least developed countries. The

Committee noted that the proposed study on the implications of structursl

adju s trnent and stabilization p rog r ammes for l.ong-..term g rowth and development 10

African LDCs would be done as " desk study, and wondered whether there were

no alternative ways of doing ito One dc l.egat i on , uhich had not beeri able to attend

the last meeting, said that the data relating to its country were !::ot correct

and it would be providing the secretiCriat with accurate data.
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165. The represcntat i vc of'!lalL informed the meet i nr; that, wi th the assistance

of UNIDO, a solidarity meeting on industrial deve Iopmcnt; 'JOuld'he' organized

In his country in September 1986 and extended an invitation to all other member

States.

166. Responding to the questions, the secretariat said that non-LDC member

States could attend the meetings of LDCs as observers, and that documents of

the meetin~ "ere availabl~ to all mCDber States.

167. The meeting took note of document E/ECA!LDCs./EXP.5/6 and Corr.l and of

the invitation extended by Mali.

(c) Report of the fourth meeting of the Intergovernmental committee

of Experts for Science and Technology Development

168. Introducing document E!ECA!CM.12/4, a representative of the secretariat said

that of the five working groups of the intergovernmental committee, the meeting

for Eas t e rn Africa ha~ been held i:l Ethiopin in Novcmbo r 198!~~ and that

for Central Africa in Cameroon in Harch 1986. The working group meeting for

North Africa was to be helJ in Cairo in June 1986, and those for West Africa

and Southern Africa later in the year.

169. Although new technology was not necessarily al',ays relevant to Africa,

the Intergovernmental Committee had singled out biotechnology, microelectronics,

nell energy t achno l og i.e s , n.at e r i.a l s sciences and remote s en s i.ng as technologies

which~ with careful adJptation, could find applications in African countries.

The Co~mittee also recommended that a survey be made of existing facilities for

research and development in selected areas of high technology which could be

developed to benefit African cotlntries~ namelY9 industrial prOMotion of vaccines~

hormones, antibiotics; applications of biotechnological techniques; and

astablishment of centres for promoting the application of microelectronics

technology.

170. Where rurnl technology was concerned, nember States had not mnde use of

the 25 TCDC fellowships offered by India in ru rn I technology. The African

Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT) h~d a demonstration centre where rurnl

technology was displayed.
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171. ARCT had also identified three institutes where chairs of science and

technology in food processing, biotechnology nutrition and health were to bc

sponsored as a contribution towards the implementation of the chapter on

science and technology in the Lagos Plan of Action.

172. During the ensuing discussion, representatives cophasized the

continuing need, which had been noted annually since 1982, for training and

the use of African expertise in science and technology, 50 that experience

could be accumulated as n result of assignments undertaken. It was reccgnized,

however, that the hiGh turnover cf senior scientific ~nd technical staff ~t

national level W1S c major constraint to the achievement of that objectivE.

173. The meeting noted that owin; to the delay in convening meetings of the

Working Groups, the Intergovernmental Committee h3d not been able to complete

its work on identificaticn of priorities.

174. The meeting agreed that information on rural t echnol.ogy training available

under the TCDC arrangcrnent s with In i ia shoul d be provide.1 to Member States

So that names of suitable candidates could be submitted to the Government of

India. It exrress~d surport for the estahlishment of chairs of science and

technology.

175. The repres~htative of Burundi announced that a meeting was to be convened in

Bujumbura from 6 to Ii Septemb~r 1986 to take important decisions concerning

the establishment of the African Centre f~r Solar Enersy.

176. Re3ardin~ microbiolo~y and biotechnolofY, the representative of UNESCO

stated that the organization had established three subregional networks (MIRCENs)

for the benefit of East Africa, West Africa and North Africa. vfuere science

and technolo3Y policy was conccrned~ UNESCO periodically or~anizeJ~ in or0cr to

fa~ilitate information exchanr,c and co-operation$ conferences of African and

Arab Ministers responsible for the aPrlication 0f science and technolopy

to development; the second such conference for Africa would be held in 1987.

l770 The rerresentative of WMO emphasized the impact of new technolo~y on

met eoroLogy j and stated his clr~~anizationf s willingness t o collaborate with ECA

in launchinp, the centre on solar enerzy , which, if it was to be a success>

must work closely with national ones.
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178. The representative of UNEP reit"rated th" Prop;raI:lIIJe's support for

science and technology within ths fraGework of the Caire Prof,ramme of

Action.

(d) Report of the seventh meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating

Committee for the Inte~ration of Womcn in Development

179. This item was discussed with item 8(c) abovo ,

(e) Report of the ei~hth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers

of Trade

180. IntroducinG the report (E/ECA/CM.12/8) a representative of the secretariat

said that the issues discussed by the Ministers were the recent development

in Africa's international trade relations, the cxpansion of doroestic and intra­

African trade, trade expansion and market research in Africa and activities

of transnational corporations in AfriCA. The Conference had also considered

the report on the establishment of an African Monetary Fund and a report on

the Ministerial FoLl ow-up Committee meetings.

181. In their main conclusions and recommendations the Ministers emphasized

the need for the industrialized countries to desist from introducing new

protectionist rneasures~ roll bnck existing measures against developing countries'

exports and aupoent the resources of the Common Fund established under the

Integrated Programme for Comoodities. They urged all countries to intensify

their co-operation so as to ensure that intra-African trade increased to 10

per cent of world total tra,'e by the end of 1995. Steps should also be taken

to link trade development with proGress in other sectors ~uch as industry 9

agriculture 9 education and trp.inin~9 transport and communications. Moreover, the

Ministers had decided to abolish the Ministerial Follow-up Co~mittee on Trade

and Finance for African Development. The Conference's biennial sessions would

henceforth be preceded by a meetinB of an InterBovernmental Group of Experts.

Lastly, the Conference had accepted "ith thanks the offers of Zaire and Zimbabwe to

host the fifth and sixth All-Africa Trade Fairs in 1938 and 1992 respectively

and decided that in the event of a withdrawal by Zaire, Zimbabwe should

automatically host the fiich Fa:',
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1820 In the ensuing di3cussion~ the meeting expressed concern that two­

thirds of the capital of the Common Fund had not yet been constituted

and that the Agreement establishing the Fund had not yet been signed by

countries such as the United States of America and the Union of SoviQt

Socialist Republics.

183. Delegations 2sked what steps had been taken to icplcment r~Golution 1

(VIII) of the Conference on a new round of Clultilateral t rade ne got.La t i.ons ,

It lJas suggested that an African expert meeting should be held to adopt an

African comraon position prior to the llinisterial 11eetin,; of the Group of 77

to take place in Brazil in hay 1986. To that end, the necessary guidnnce

should be given by the Committee to the African Group in Geneva. It was

also sug~ested that ECA should sunport and encourage African countries to

establish African multinational trading companies.

184. One delegation wanted to know how the trade information system would

work. Reservations were expressed regarding UNCTAD's performance of its

role in trade promotion, and the need for it to be more actively involved

in intra-African trade oromotion was strongly emphasized. Attention was

also drawn to the fact that althou!',h some of the provisions of tho Lome

Convention had been deemed inadequate to Africa's needs, the iiinisters

of Trade felt that it provided a basis for trade and other relations

between ACP and the European Economic Community. African countries were

therefore urged to take full advantage of the Convention.

185. Some dcleration. disar,reect with the statement th~t the North African

countries had made no progress towards the establishment of Q ~refareutiat

trade area: the North Africa MULPOC Council of Plenipotentiaries had

decided at its meeting held at Tangiers in ~~rch 1986, to organize an

expert meeting on the subject.

186. One delegation indicated that the list of constraints on intra-African

trade development given in paragraph 61 of the report should also include

drought. desertification, famine, the refugee problem, the negative role

of transnational corporations, the protectionist policies adopted by African

countries and their unwillingness to facilitate free movement of :800ds,

services and persons and implement trade preference schemes among themselves.
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187. The representative of Zaire conf i rmcl his Goverm"ent' s offer to host

the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair and added that his Government was )'lanning

to initiate consultations vri t h the CAD s ccectcr i ar on the matter.

Ion. The observer f rom the Union of S-eviet Socialist Republics stated that

contrary to the point of view exores2cd in oaraRraph 17 of the report, his

and other socialist countries had not only supported the Buenos Aires

p Lat.fo rm at UNCTAD-VI 9 but had never abstained from expand i ng their economic

and trade co-operation wi t h African countries on ;1 just and "mutually

bene:icial basis. The volume of trade between the socialist and African

countries hael increased t.oenty-Eo l.d dur ing t he period 1960-198<+, The

socialist countries had supported the idea of es t ab Li su i ng the Common Fund

and vrer e actively par t i c i.pat ing in discussions on means and way s of

realizing that decision. They Here not responsible for the exploitation

of African and ather developing countries whi ch was the oa i.n cause of those

countries' current economic crisis and under-development.

139. The ob se rve r from the Af r i car- Assoc i at i on of Trade Promotion

Organizations ~ojnted out that some of the major inad2quacies of the Lome

Convention lay in the fact that trade deve Lonmen t pas c on s i der cd in

isolation and not as an integral pa r t of overall soc i.o-veconomi.c development.

He also appealed far f Lnanc i a l suppor t to AATPO to enable it to discharge

its trade promotion role.

190. In r esponse to the. issues r a ised , the secretariat explained

that the proposed t r ode information system woul d be based on a trade data

b~nk operatinp "ithin the context of PADIS. UNCTAD would also be requested

to co-vo pe r at.e in p r ov i.d i nn data on trade of African countries. rleT!lher

States needed to maintain c on r i nu i t y in their de l cgn t ions to the Meetings

on multilateral trade nep.;otiations to ensure their active and efficient

participation. In that connection, he referred to the failure of U~CTAD-VI.

to the inadequate clauses of STABEX~ under ·,.;hich only a l oo volume of

real resources Has available~ and to the nroblem of indtistrializatiou5'

which had not been sa t i.s fr.c t or i.Lv dealt uith under the Lone III Convention.

1"10 The Committee took note of the report.
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(f) Report of the third meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of

Experts from l1inistries of Finance, Central Bnnks and Legal

Departments on the Esta!.> lishment of an African tIonetary Fund

192. Introducing the report (E/ECA/C~;.12/32), a representative of the

secretariat said that the third meeting of the Group of Experts had

introduced a number cf changes in the draft Articles of Agreement of the

African Honetary Fund, revie"ed the timetable of activities and recommended

that the agreement establishing the Fund should enter into force on 1 January

1988. Re~,arding the provision that the Fund Hould begin operations once at

least 4C per cent of subscriptions had been received, or at the latest 10

months after the entry into force of the agreement, the Group had recommended

that if after 10 months, 40 per cent of subscriptions had not heen received,

the Executive Secretary should convene a meeting of all siGnatories to revie"

the situation and recomnend cppro::ri8.te ::lction.

193. Th." Croup of Experts had also considered the report on preparations for

the international conference on Afr i.cr ' s external indebtednes:o (E/ECA/C:l.l2/23)

(for related discussion by the Technical Preparatory Committee .vf the i.Jhole, sec

a""n"a item 6 above), and had em"hasized the need for high-qui1lity technical

00cumentation for the conference.

194. The fourth meetinc of the Group would precede the meeting of the

Conference of African Uinisters of Finance to be held in Libreville (Gabon)

in June 1906.

195. In the ensu i ng d i.s cuan ion , it was unun imous Ly ;'i~:.reed '':l1'lt the 'I'ccbn i ce I

Preparatory Committee should simply note the tuo reports and transmit .then

to the Conference of Hinisters, responsible for economic deve l opmcnt and

planning leaving the continuation of the work to the fourth meeting of the

Group and the Conference of ;'Iinisters of Finance.

(g) Report of the third meet inc of the ECAJ~int Int~rgovernment~l

Committee on Human Settlements and Environrrtent

196. Introducinc document E/ECA/C;;.12/9, a representativp of the secretariat

recalled the Joint Commi t t ee Ls ()i;j'~ctives 3.f'O surmari.zed its discussions and.
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recommendations at its third meeting. vfuere the preparatory activities in
member States for the Int ernaticria'l Year of Shel t e r for ,the'Homeless uere

concerned, the country reports submi.t t ed by-delegations mould 'be combined

with the information already provided by member States at the Comnittee's

two previous meetings on the subject to form the Cornnittee's contribution to

the International Year.

197. He then reported on the Joint Committee's Hork in relation to member

States' efforts to improve the human settlements situation, particularly by

developing land policies in ur0an areas and housine proerammes for the ~asses

(E/ECA/HUS/12). decentralized systems of building materials production

(E/ECA/HUS/13 and 14), indicators for revised building codes and regulations

(E/SCA/HUS/lS) and co-operative self-help hous i ng systens (E/ECA/rIUS/16).

198. The Committee noted the report and endorsed the recomemndations of the

Joint Intergovernmental Committee at its third meeting.

(h) Report of the second meeting of the Regional Technical co~~ittee

for PADIS

199. Introducing docu~ent E/ECA/CrI.12/33, a representative of the secretariat

said that the Regional Technical CCP1nittee hnd ccnsidered and adopted

recommendations on matters arising from previous ECA Dleetinss~ progress made

in prograrrme implementation, initiatives and difficulties in mobilizing

finances for the PADIS programme, findings and recomnend~tions of an evaluation

conducted in September-October 1985, strater;ies for the period 19~~C-1990 and the

work plan for 1936-1987.

200. The delegation of a member State of the Regional Technical Committee

for PADIS apologized for the inability of the representative of its country to

at t en-' t h., mcct in-. of the 'I'ochn i cvI C~'~:T1ittee. That r~rrc:sc:ntntivc ha,' just been
:.>

3~:ointC" t') the post c f t cchn i.c..I adviser on informatics and he had had to assume

his nco rcsvonsibility ir.'.r:;(;din.t'.:ly.

201. Th> r::.:ctin n s t rcs sc.l t hc nc..:;, , i: r the, cf f cc t i.vc o~e.r,'J.tiGn ')f cxis t i nr- no t i ona l

inforootirn centres within the PADIS work programme, and tock note of the report.
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(i) Report of the sixth Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-sponsored

R8E,ional and Subrc~ion2.1 Institutions

202. lntroducing the report (E!ECA!CH.l2!34), a representative of the secretariat

said t hat; in parag r aph 2 'J[ the annex "t.hc Rcg i ono L Remote Sen,";inp Centre (cnro)

Ouagadougou" should be replaced by "the Institute for DeveLc-pment; and Economic

Pf.ann i n« (IDEP). n

203. 'l'l-'.c: s Lxt;"' ;.',onfcrGrcr. ,,'(1 rcvtc'F(;Ci r ror rec; r",2C'C i;:1 the L·l;lC'~'c.r.t.:'.ticp_ of

Coifcrenc c of ; ir~j~stcrs rcsoLut i.or. ~;~',J O'?) cr. thr- r;,--tion;}l~.~'pticD. cc.-orc tno-

of ~L~tncicl CUTTGrt fer sucl. .....,ctivitics.

uitL the i:\rlci.",~.:r,.t,::'.tior of tbc iC licrlsr---~t''-tC'-r.: £0;;' Hi)': Cot.rLt t cc's recor;~er:£2"'

ti01::G '", r.hc L t~,tl r:: of cont r i.out Lor.n by 'C '.. c r ~_,',:.:'_t(S <in,' tl«. TI8eO to intensify

Lnt r.rnn l rc:v.:::'nt',E~~"'Q.nE:r,-,tin"-~ rc t iv',-ti(~8.

204. In r esponec to the rcqucs t of the C:Or.::('T'S!1.CC; cr ;' IrLntcrc to P8ce:rtoip f ro-:

c. letter ['·::,6 1 (:(':;~ qrittcp ;',u,-' only one nC:7'~)(~r [:t,."t~·, 1-['cc1 r ccnor.dcd , UtE.~S "ere:

lK.. il1: U~L2n to c r cat c , (-'E', r couoz t.cc' ly re:soluLv:>t', ~::,r· (XX) ~ a co-ordinat i.ng

i..~L!t ill the sccrc.:::or:l..ot of r l:o Ccri is~~:'on ..

p,{, R-c r:o;-~l"L:ittu-;':c 'rc c cr r-cr-etct Lcnr- ur.d olo Fr'f." :'lti'":.'l.tcly Yc['";onsillc fe'!"

iT-plcr:'C:l1tL-:~ ~~YC'n" '_Otl{; c.cJ.c""21..ion~, also asked what was the technical

tJ2sis 0f the rr-co: ·'("D(~,~tior.~-' ".'.1"( ~'l:y t.l.e ru:,ort ~',i{' rot ~-cP..tion il~itii'·tivc:--

206. ThL'. secretariat r ep L'i ed that t.h., ultimate 'r c s pon s i b i Li t y for ir'1rlerwl1ting

the r econrsendat i on s rested wi t h mcrabc r State Governments t hrouth t hc Ccvcrn i nr

Councils of t he r cspect ivc institutions. ThE:: s l otc t,rC':"~ress in the irJplementa­

tion of th~ rcconnendat i ons h:ld been .Iue Larr-c l y t o the r'r~vision [j·T:e in the.

Ad Hoc G ';J,1Jitt~cts report which c a i l e.! for the holclinp of f u r t her c'--:nsultntions

between ECi\~ the host Goverrmen t s an.: the institutions :)rinr t o the t ak i n: of

a f i naL .:'c::cision.. The consu l tat i ons har! been i.n i t i.at.e-: , nn(~ all but t\v( of t hc

r;overnin,'-- br.t i e s hnr, !TI{->.t an' t ak.m -,~(;cisi()ns; however, consul.tat i ons we r e still

going em with T1\Hi'~ and TE:-JIA, Ptn,.J, t hc i r cutcone wou l.! be. rl2l,·:::'rtv'. nt the next r.eetin<~
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c.vc Lv ;« f ro.: tl~c fin(l.ip,,"::- of r t'po'·:;,-:,,''''y etu;"? c t r r i.cc' oct :',y the L'".. -': ,,:;"J\cr~·

~~t,..t:.:.: / -,(' Hoc .sxt: -itt~,

('ccisi.0r,~_ of ~:>(, !I'-:'<:' (o'.!"'ittc,.;: i~";,:'1·;L:<..;r~t:.::'J1~ t':.Lit1r. (i u e rotc' ·f t1.1C'. "lo r t '

i.fr~.cr'.e r c rLon IS c::r,;-:.ricnc,. iE the impL.::r·:crt:-.tiC'~ c~ Conf err nc r; of r.LnLs t c ru

r;~sclutier : 5(' C'''') 0

C.i) ~::c.j:_c'rt (Y;~ t'b.; Pc··icr-,0.1 Confc r cr.c c '-}ll I-dtr~.--i.fric.::'_n TC',Jris'

~(~~~!n~;.~~_~:-"o~l~J:':~_i~1~_l~-=7'".~:.::y"_thu ~~~=:,:.--L;, [~c~. 2 tE_! Cctol..lcr lS~/:

208. Introdu>cin" the report (E/ECMci'.17./40), ;, "cpre~entetivc of the

sccrct~ri~t v~icl th3t the R£~ional Ccnfcrcncc h~~ rccidec to: 2st2blish

:"" Ccnfc:.rcncc of t\frican Uinisters of Tou r i sr i , o s t cbL'i sh subrcr-LonaI co­

oper~tion r.achin~ries~ est2blish an intsr~~~cncy co-orcinctin;- cor~ittce

for the dcvcIopncnt of t our i s-. in Af r t.co , un-)crt",kL I'- series of studies on

the p rono t Lor- of tcurLsn ,::li.""!.c1 convene n rcr~cr[~l Lfricr'.p Conference on Hotel

Lr:n::.. .-.,.ccent. The Conf'c r cncc. of Pinioters r ecponsIb l.c for cccnor-Lc dcvclop-

Qcnt nnn pl~nn~n~ ~J~S cxrected to institution~li70 the Conference of

Af r Lccn I.Lnfs te r s of Tou r i.sr t ,

209 •. In ,the c.nsuLnr ('i:::CUDSicr. .. roscrvet t.ons iJcn..; i iadc 'with r csr-cc t to the

financial, inplicntions of the decisions t akcn by the TIenional Conf crcnce ,

rar t Icufcr ty l;-;ith r onr-cc t to the: r couc s t for LnatLtut Lone.Lf.zc t Lon , g or-e d e-Lcc a-e--

t Lons f ron crunt r Lcn where t cur i sr: cons t t tut c.' ,':'0, Ll;1j0r fo re Ivn exchan;~e earlier

s tr t ec' t hat; t hey t;'K'u1d sUPT'( rt any :·'cE:.:-,surcs .:'li:Jerl at the devcLcpnen t of the

sector includiE~' i;-j~:titution21izationof the i"linisterir.l Conference.

210. In not.Ln-t t l:r. r,:--:,crt, the CC'T'nitte2 [1r-re12,! t o t rrmsr-t t it t c the ennference

of NinistE:r~ C'f P1.~n:~dr<·· tC.'.'7(~:th(.r uith the C".f'!T'C:: t:~: cn(' the rcservat t.ons

cxprcssec1G

(l.) Re;-c:rt »f the. fifth C:'ufcrcnce cf ilfriCc~n Ministers of Transport

Cc:":'.l::unic .... tir:ns anc! f13nninr

211. This Lt c.n Ut:'iS discusscIJ 'irJith t t er- 8(.'1) o.brvco

•

•
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Follor-up on resolutions of froG: Cornission and resolution£" and decisions

2_i1opted by the EeonoDic and Soci"l Council nnc' the General lIssecobly that

are of interest to !\trica <c,,,en,l.q iten 13)

(~) Follou-up action on other relevant resolutiors "doptee by the

tHcntieth session of the COi-.-:r-:ission/clcvcnth ;!1cetinp of the

Conference of l!inistors

(b) P,esalutians ,md decisiGns adapte" by the FeonaDic and Social

Council 2t its second re~ulnr sessior. of 1985 and by the General

nssevtly ~t its fortieth session in the ccononic and social

sectors that are of interest to Afric3

212. Lnt rcduc Lnp document s E/EC!JCiJ,l?/n and E/ECMcI-LP/35, C\ representativ:o

of the sccretarLot described the vc r tous 11CL'.SUrCS tnker: in t hc inI)letlentntion

of the resolutions anc' dec i s Lons adopted by the trccnt Le th session of the

Cormission/eleventh neetin~ of t hc Conference of liinisters. The Conference

had ndoptcd 30 reGolutions ccvcrins 311 cocio-econonic developoent sectors o

Eisht of then - these on the Induatr Ir-L DcvcLopncnt. Decade for Africa, the

L\£ricnn Institute' for Econonic Dcve l opr-cnt ':md Plrlnnin::~ the least developed

couut r Lcs , Af r Lcan "~i~~r['.nt vror kc r s 9 t h., Transpo.r t rmd CornnunLce t Lons Decade in

Africa, the <'.f'point'.:"!c.nt of ::ULPOr. directors, noncn nnd dcvcLopncnt , and the

introduction of Por t.uruese ~s one of t hc official l-Jorkin n Inn....uar.cs of ECA

hac' been b.rourht; to the at t cnt f.on of the Econoru.c r.nd SocLaL Council s T"hich

had cc t cd upon t heri , However ~ at the General /.ssenb l.y , 2. 'decision t,T2S n.-dc

that no resolutions "lready ~eted upon by tho ;eonooio ana Social Council

should be tcken up c,;,'.:.:'.in unless t.hcy 11c d f Ln-mc LaL i;-'<:plicrticns" Even then,

those r csoLut t ons r hnt hp.n f inanc LxL Ir-pLtc nt tone ~H{l. not r ccc f.vc f avourabLc

conniderntionQ

213. In the ensuin~
.. -
l_l.SCus.s~()n, ,'.L1C::t:.i:L}fiB t hmkc.' the Exccu t iv; SccI'\.:;tary for

his cf f or t s to i.~~l!ler:cnt the vr.r toue r c so l.ut Lons , [',DO conrrc t u La t ed the

Actin" Director of the t-1nrth t.fric,- ('ULPOe on the uorl, he hile acco'1plishcd

oftEn under 0ifficult conditions~ The sccrctQrint reprcscnt~tivs s~id that

ell f"lcI!lber St::'1.tes of the i'llJl..POC vrouLd Lc notlfic~.1 of the decision rC'0"2.r(~if'r-:

the t'-prointT"1Cnt cf: the nE'~:r f-irector 0
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(c) Work programme nnd pri'lrities

(L) Pro?osals for second updatini' of and revisions to the !1edi.um­

term Plan 1984-1980

214. Introducing the ;Iroposals (E/ECA/CM.12/4l), a representative of the

secretariat said th~t the work of the secretariat was-prerared within the

framework of a six-year Medium··tcro Flan cs t ab Li shed by the General Assembly in

1982. The first updatin~ of the Plan h~d been approved by the Committee and

subsequently by the General Assembly in 1084. The ourrent proposals had been

occasioned by certain decisions taken by the Commission (luring the last few

years, and had been prepared in accordance with the rei'ulations and rules

Roverninr prograrn~e planning ~nu the ~ro~rar,~e aspects of the budget,

215. The Comnittec endcrscd the proI'osals.

(ii) Proposals hr updatin,· thG proposed proi'ramMe buctset 19G6-l9137

in the lir:ht of General AsseMbly approved appropriations and

avail"bility of extrabud"etary resources

216. Introducin' document E/ECiI/CI1.l2/36 containing the prClposals, a

representative of the secretariat said that the 19G6-l907 work programme had

been endorsed by the Committee prior to its consideration by the COl'1IDittee for

Pro~rarnme and Co-ordination (CrC) and adoption by the General Assenbly. Because

the actual reGular budget 3nd cxtraoucgctary reS8urces and some critic~l

aspects of activities had become known only after adoption of the prosramme by

the General Assembly~ it now had to be updated to match available resources and

incorporate inadvertently cmitteG activities.

217. Of the 14 new posts requested, only five hac! heen arprov"d for activities

on monitoring and evaluations, i.n t ejrra t i on of wcnen in deve Iopmen t ; env i ronment ;

and marine affairs. As a resul t ~ pr')':":,rBmMe f'1ana(!.ers had had to r cv i ew their

programmes. Fortunately~ some of then were able to absorb~ within the existin8

resources, the activities for which new posts were not availnble. The rroposals

be inc nad8 were th0se of pro2ra~e m~n~~ers who cou10 nct a~sorb such activities

with exi.s t i.n: resources. The iJrCJ0:rar.u:nes and sU[)-pr0?,ranmes affected included

•

•
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sub-pror-ramme 4: po l ic i.e s , institutions andvtechn i caI as s i stance for economic

co-operation; and sub-pro~ramme 5: education and training of the proBramme ­

develQpment issues and pol icies in Af r i.ca ; the prograi:lr!1G ~~ onvi.rcnncnt ~

subvprogramme 2 - water resources of the prccrammc - natural resources and the

prograonc ~ ropul3tiono

218. In the ensuing discussion, de1~pntions asked how the decisions of the

forthcoming United Nations special session on ~frica would he reflected in

ECA's work programme 2nd priorities since the Committee for PrGgr~r.mle and

Cc:-ordination would have concludec its l;/D6 session 1Jy the time the special

session ended.

219. The secretariat re:'lied that decisions of the General Assembly of themselves

constituted n onnrLnt2 fvr the Corm i s s i on to LmpLcr-ent; s~'ecific activities. In

that connect i.on , new activities coul c' bE esta.blishe(~ for .i.mp Lemen t a t j ort wi th new

resources either from the regular buoEet or from extrnhud8etary resources.

220. The Committee endorsed the proposals tor updatm? the 1~S6-1ge7 prOfjrarnme

budge t ,

(iii) Project on rev~ew and app~aisal of the i~pGct of the United Nations

Economic Coromis"i"" for Africa (ECA) on African development -

pol icy-Hakinf; , proSrrlmming an,' executinG projects, 1J75-19G5

221. tntrcduc in« the r epor t (E!ECA!Ct1.l2!42, the representntive of the

secretariat explained that the purpose of ::he project 'W.:1S to undertake an

internal evaluation of the operations an,l functioning of the secretariat,

The need for such an evaluation Wi-lS now even ,p,reatcr as member States were

becc~ir~~~ more and P:'ry;.'e c.~mc~.:rner_~. C1tOUt efficiency ~ particularly en account of

current financial d i f f i cu l t i.e s , The appr ai.se I would cover the: period 1975-1;Q5~

and he called for the suppert of COIDP.littee members in proviGins the inforr.1ation

and data requiredo

222. After lengthy discussions en the criteria for the selection of the p~riod to

he studied, the Committee decided that the appraisal should cover the period 1058­

19n5, with speci3l onphasis on the period 1975-1935. TInderscorine the

importance of the cva Iua t i.on, the Committee decider] that the study shouLL, after

completion, :,e sllhDittf;d to ea"h member State for conrnent before it was finalized.

Finally, the Committee commended the secretariat for its initiative and assured

it of its support.
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UNDP regional programme for Africa, fourth programming cycle, 1987-1991

orientation paper (agenda item 14)

223. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.12/37, a representative of the secretariat

said it had been prepared in close collaboration between the ECA and UNDP

secretariats. It outlined the new thematic approach to the programme, defined

priority development areas on which it should focus, and described the

procedures that would be fJllowed in preparing the fourth programming cycle.

If the Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development and

planning agreed to the proposal to dQ so, the document would be submitted in

October 1986 to a special session of the Conference which would consider the

draft regional programme for Africa to he suhmitted to the UNDP Governing

Council in June 1987.

224. The representative of UNDP endorsed the introductory remarks 9f the

secretariat representative ~nd 1:J:ri2t~_y h i cb l iohtcr' the structure of the

paper.

225. In the ensuing discussion, some participants asked if the $US 2 million

expected to be allocated during the fourth programming cycle might not decrease,

as had been the case durin?, the third cycle, an assurance that the total

would remain stable, or even increase, would be most welcome.

226. One participant enquired about the position of UNDP with regard to

the provision 0f financial support to ECA-sponS0red reGional an~ subre~ional

institutions, and the progress that had bean made , un.icr the third cycLe ,

in the UNDP evaluation of those instituti0ns. In that connection, the members

of the Econorri.c Community of the Great Lakcs countries (CEPCL) inquired as

to the status of the UNDP evaluation of that grouping's projects.

227. One participant said that the document made many unsupported ascertions,

many of which required more detailed study.

228. Many othc r dele,'ations, which were of the opinion that the document was

very valuable said that the proposals it contained should he alisned with

those made in Africa's Priority ProRramme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990.

The representative of OAU stronGly endorsed that view, and welcomed the close

co-operation between his 0r~anization and UNDP.

•

•
•
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229. The 'representative of ,UNESCO commended th2 co-orcrat Lon betl1C2n the'

crgan i aat i on and UND1\ ~,ut po i.n t ed out that the document (li,1 not :alw.:lys 'pIne\?

sufficient emphasis on proL10Ds of education.

230. The r2pres2ntative of FAO also welcomed the co-operation between his

organization and UNDP, and said that while the approach the rJocu!Il"nt:took, to,

africulture was a very interest ins on~~ it Incked 3 clQar fncus.

231. The representative of UNIDO said that, despite the good co-operation

which existed between UNDF and UNIDO, t.he -loeumen t ner l cc t ed industry,

232. The representat ive of ICAO welcomed the co-operation h,tween UNDP anc

his 0X::f,anization~ end expressed t ho hopo that in -the f cur th pro';"ramming

cycl e , mcrc c.npha s i s would be plnced on t ra In i.n.. in the f i.c l d of civil av i.at Ion ,

233. RepIy i.nr; to the comments mac'e, the representative of'UNDP said that only

the Pro~ramme I s ,GoverniI1;':: Council was in 0. pO'S it inn to t.~ecidc en the t ota I

allocations under the fourth proGramming cycle. The'third cycle evaluation

would be completed before the end of May 1986, and wouU therefore be available

to the propused speci~.l session of the Conference of P'l ann i n- Ministers. He would

ascertain the status of the evaluation of the'Gfeat Lakes countries' projects on his

return to New York, and contact the s<ccretariiitof the Corn",unity in that respect.

234. The Executive Secretary said that the Com~ittcc should express

its views on the nesira',ility of conven inr; a spcc ial session of the Afr i.can

Ministers responsible for economic development an" plann i ng t", consider the

draft re;;ional prnl--;rmYlIile fnr Africa in October 1986. The document beforc

the Committee dealt only with the sub-Saharan African countries, and was from

the UNDP Re~ional Bureau for Africa. It was envisaged thLt another document on

the N0rth African countries to he prepared by the Regional Bureau of Arab State

would be submitted to the Ministers for a;lproval in Octo!:'cro HG sYmpathized

with the suggestion that African specialized institutions must be involved in the

execution of UNDP projects. In that connection, he and his col1ea~ues - the

Secretary-General of OAU, the Assistant Administrator and ReRional Director for

Africa of UNDP s nnd. the President of ADB would ne.ct in May to disc.U5;R ways of

mobilizin~ resources for African development, the use of which the institutions

would benefit fro",.
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235. The Committee took note of the report, and endorsed the proposal that

a speoial session of the Conference of African Ministers Responsible for

Econo~ic Develop~ent and Planning should take place at Addis Ababa on 13 and

14 October 1986.

Other business (agenda ite~ 15)

236. The do18~ation of Zaire informec the Co~mittee that, in collaboration

with the dGler,ation of Burundi and Rwanda, it would prepare a draft

resolution requesting UNDP to release funds for the i~plenentation of

the CEPCL projects.

237. The representative of Chac thanked the Executive Secretary for not

publishin~ the arrears of paynent of contributions to ECA-sponsored institutions.

He proposed that arrears should be grouped into two periods, na~ely from 1979 to

1982 and fron 1983 to 1985. Since Chad had not benefited from the institutions'

services durinf the earlier period, it would make payments only in respect of

the second period.

Date and venue and other matters relating to the eighth meeting of the Technical

Preparatory Co~mittee of the vfuole (agenda item 16)

238. The Secretary of the commission informed the Committee that consultations

on the above subjects were still in proGress.
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