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‘OF INTERNATIOFAL WOMEN'S YEAR

I.  Origin and_purpose

1. In response to General Assembly resolution 3010(XXVII) proclaiming the year
1975 as International Women's Year and to ECOSOC resolution 1851(LVI) calling

upon the Secretary=General to convene an international conference in consultation
with member States, specialized agencies and interested non—governmental organiza=— ’
tions, the World Conference of International Women's Year was held in Mexico City
from 19 June to 2 July 1975. The theme of the Year and of the Conference was
"Equality, Development and Peace",

2. The objectives of the Conference, as per the above—cited ECOSOC resolution,
were '"to examine to what extent the organizations of the United Nations system have
implemented the recommendations for the elimination of -discrimination against women,
made by the Commiesion on the Status of Women since its establishment, and to launch
an international action programme including.short—term and long~term measures aimed
at achieving the integration of women as full and equal partners with men in the
total development effort and eliminating discrimination on grounds of sex, and at
achieving the widest involvement of women in strengthening international peace and
eliminating racial discrimination'.

3.  Resolution 3276(XXIX) of the. General Assembly requested the Conference to
submit its proposals and recommendations to the Seventh Special Session of the
General Assembly to be held in September 1975. The proposals and recommendations
of the Conference are also scheduled to be considered at the thirtieth session of

the General Assembly, in 1975.
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4. Among ithe regional and interregiocnal meetings and consultations held in 1974~

1975 in preparation for the Conference was the Resziopal Seminar fo i b
tegration of W ' oppent ith Specjal R exce to Populatj

(Addis Ababa, June 1974). This Seminar succeeded in formmlating an Africa's Plag

0 tion for % catjon of W i Q ich 56 ong its

priorities the establishment by ECA of the African Training and Research Centre for
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Women. ;/ The Centre's programme is designed to take training courses and other
projects to all countries of the region, concentrating on such fields, as food and
mitrition, small-scale industries, upgrading of wage-employed women, promotion of
labour—~saving village technelogy and integration of women in national development.
A communication unit within the Centre will disseminate information and publish

training materials; for development of skills and changing of attitudes towards o
women's role. The Centre will also organize and operate the African Women's
Development Task Force.

- "
5e Other activities undertaken by the secretariat in connexion with the Conference, -
included:

(2) The submission of two study papers on "Current trends and changes in the-
status and roles of women and men"; and on "Integration of Women in the Development
process as equal partners with men" (relating to Conference agenda items 2 and 3):

(v) The publication of: Special issues of the Newsletter, African Women;
an information pamphlet on the Centre entitled, A Path to Progress for African Women;
a special poster captioned the Women of Africa; and a pictorial brochure: HWomen
of Africa - Today and Tomorrow, describing the work and responsibility of women in
the region and proposing specific action programme for women's integration and
development ; ot e

(c) A report of the secretariat programme activities on behalf of women.

Note: Tﬁe publications (in'English and French) were distributed‘to Conference‘
participants as well as to member States and national women's organiza-
tions.

6. Activities on the national level: A majority of countries in the region have
undertaken special projects end programmes in observance of the International Women's
Year. Most Heads of State have made proclamations, including practical actions to

be undertazken at the nmational and local levels. In addition to the establishment of
seven Mational Commissions or Councils on Women and Development, during the first half
of 1975, others are planned to be set up in the course of this year. National women's
organizations and governments have held seminars .and training courses, from local
through national levels. In some countries, policies for the promotion of women
employed in the private sectors and in the civil service have been established and

are being implemented., Review of legislations is being undertaken in a number of .
countries, to eliminate those which discriminate against women and enforce those which
recognize any special needs of women and children. Research and action programmes

are directed to women in rural areas, towards the upgrading of both their economic _
and their social tasks., Programmes for literacy and adult education, as well as plans
for increased enrolment of girls in formal education, are being intensified.

T On the publicity side, information programmes are being arranged through radio,
TV, and the press; some pamphlets, films, posters, flags and commemorative stamps
have been issued; and school competitions and festivals are being held. These and
other activities of governments and women's organizations within- the Africa-region -
are being supported whenever possible by the ECA, through its Africa Training and
Research Centre for Women.

A ] Corm R
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l/ The,Cenjre.was established within the secretariat on 31 March 1975:;19- e
response to Commission resolution 269(XII), as a co—operative venture -in close partner-
ship with FAO and with the assistance of UNDP, UNICEF, ILO and a number of bilateral

and voluntary agencies.
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8. Representatlves of*133 member,States, 1nclud1ng 37 from'the.ﬁfrica,region,.
partlclpated "in’ the Conference.: 98 nor—governmental, organizations, 6. 11berat1on
mOVEmeHt 5 from'the“nfrlca"reglonf-andhthe 04U attended ag observers. ‘The regio
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economic commiBS1ons,>1nclud1ng the | ECA,,were represented. 2/ Pear weiteing ey Te uedar
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9"‘“ The“Conference waSzopened‘Qy.the Seoretary-Genersl of tﬁe 'In

his address,-he obderved thatthe great: ‘problems,, wh1chlaff11ct us now,Jand whlch ;
will GOnfFont fus even. moredseverely in the future unless We, resolve thém, are not"' .
capable of solution by individualinations, .or- -even Jgroups; of natlons....the problems‘f}
of the role of women in society, food, population, the env1ronment, human settlementst

health and education are not single problems. Each is a component ..part of the ... o

av

complex system that dominates the lives of all of us..." He e expressed “tHe Beliaf™
that the hidden discrimination which affected: omenywascnot jso. much. ev1denced 1n ;the
law, as in the "deeply ingrained attitudes of society". The problems of” soc:.sty
could only be resolved withithe active 1nvolvement ofoWomenes:: it i, -
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10. Addressing this first meeting, the PreSident”of México" emph331zed”thatfthe purpose
of the Conference was "to find methods and strategies which. ¥ill enable. (women)f... to
be actively incorporated into the development process and partlclpate in al1l" the

tasks which the attainment of world” péacé entailsty’ 2R s Man ind isputable fact!,

that women in all countries haveiiparticipated onia minority. basis + in, no country, is
equal participation of men and women a reality. Throughout the years, Women's v1rtues,
unlike those of men, have been defined in terms of their: abstent1ons, ‘Father’ than!
their acts, * "~ "TIOTT il Goiokfeg Feeiowq (YD arol 1.
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1l. The Pres1dentﬁpalled.upon the women 1n the deveIOped count Figs to v1ew‘the

problems in a spirit ofcsolldarlty W1th women throughout the’ world, Xy’ seelng the
S1tuat10ns of poverty in the rest of the world' as @n‘intrinsic- part of' theif cause.
The 1ndustr1&112ed nat1ons “should.be the "internal opponents of a system, condemning
the majority 'of- nati6Hs' to arprecarious anhdrmarginal- ex1stenoe"w. .He uarned that,

"if the status of women is to be improved,.social. transformatzons .in, both the internal
and the~1nternat10nal order will have to be carried out but these transformatlons,

in turn, requlre increasing part101paﬁ1on by woren”in- all fields-of" act1v1ty.... .only
a critical, radical effort will make possible the true liberation of -Womén; “that -

ig, the l1berat10n of humanity and the iransformation of -the.world, .economic order".
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2/ The ECA delegatlon also-assisteéd-the: IhY»Trlbune, an - 1ndspendent nom— _;,”TT
governmental forum which was held concurrently with the Conference in lexico’ Clty.
In addition, the ECA Consultant on Women's Programme acted as a resource person at
the Seminar on Women and Development, sponsored by the American Association for
the Advancement of Science (AAS) in conjunction with UNITAR and UNDP, also in
Mexico City before the Conference.
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12. The Secretary-General of the World Conference of the IWY welcomed :all. delegates 711
to the first 1nte“governmental meet ing where women form part of virtually" every
delegatlon“i St Btated 4hat"it 'is Nigh' vime o> acknowledge that. the denial.ofr-:i .0
wemen's rlghte ‘and opportunltlee {8’ at-the :very root. of: our: development problems, ;and-. .
goc io—edonomic 1113..5‘1nclud1ng {¥l.iteracy: malnutrit ion, mass: -poverty and. unchecgeg_‘
rates of populatlon growthow WOmen'euproblemSHShould'no longer -be: coneldered“ae oo
separate from those of society, as had been the international custom'.,

an_ VEr J‘ o«;ll ~ ,.;'-...,., 4: T
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13, At the first plenary meet ing, the Conference elected ty acclamation the ttorney—
General of " M3X1CO ae‘Pre51dent of “tHe ‘Conference.. ~Addressing the: - session, he;referred ,

to the outetendlng representat1on ‘of governments.as teet1fy1ng t01the:1mportance of eid
the subaect ‘of. dlecu551onf'and 166k8d to thé United Nations. bodies, as well. as: the iy
;2' Lobdnlo. Hi

NGO“'?ﬁfeeen%at1ves“at “the Tribuneyitot asezst .the :deliberations.
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(1) Opening of the Conference“end election of:ithe Pree1dent'
37«(2)3<Ad0ption=of .the.rules of Procedure. o .4 . ciiso-
(3)'3A r"’c:Lon of“the agenda~ soknanzda (s ‘r
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(ﬂ)\aEstabl1ehment of commltteee,and organlzatlon of wo k :

MR r! Fam -.-‘1‘- s

s - - - . ~ e ' LI S
oy LT DATGL TR LGAMIIATIS edl docrw -*ic,z.}
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(6)i- Credentials, of repreeentatlvee Svar st homeinl “
| . I LR IVSe w003 R0 TUH SR
(7) The objectives and goals of IWY; present pOllGleS and programmes ) .

(8);:!iThe; .involvement. of, women 1n,etrengthen1ng 1nternat10na1 peace and
oL

;:-~ellm1nat1ng4;a01em? apartheld,'re01al dlscrlmlnatlon, colonlallsm, @
sy akien d smination and, acqu191t10n of terr1torles“tw for033!“*: :
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(9) ”Currept‘trends and - changee;lnxthefetatus and rolee ‘of. Wwomen. .and: menh_and oy
T magor obstacles 40 vbe ‘overcome.in the'achlevement of; equal ::'a.glrrt:s,.f,,rI i

'LLF' '
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\;oo(lo) Theulntegratlon of, women 1n.$hp development process 48
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(12) Adoption of the Report of the Conference.

nat items 1-6, and item 12 should be discussed in

15, The Conference decided t
; item 11 was allocated

plenary; item 7 and 8 should be considered jointly in plenary
to Committee I, and items 9 and 10 to Committee II.

16. The_ Conference elected 46 Vice—~Presidents, including 11 from Africa. The._ . ..

Chalrman of Conmittes I—was Mme “Jeanne Martin Cissé. (Guinea)e;s-n_ lez iti 2 0
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17.”‘The Plenary S addressed*by Her Fxcellencerre, Sirimao Bandaranalke, Prime .. .
M1n1eter of Sr1’Laﬁka'~and Hig Excellency Mr;:0dofsPalmey Prime. M1n1ster;of Sweden.;,_
Several Heade of’State, including: thosétofySomalias - Sudan,’ Eth10p1a3a1d Gulnea, eent
messagee.“‘Representatlves bf+125.- member:States) . and repreeentatlves of Unlted Nat1one
bodlee, 11berat1on movements; L1ntergovernmenta.l organlzatlons and non—governmental ,‘;

organizations’ addressed the‘Plenary, o roelrulove Baoosgwron el Tabnongss vilain g :J
Finn Moo e
: L
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18, Some African country representatives spoke of the need to establleh"i”new'norld
economlc order- whilé “others ‘emphasized: theynecessity ofi;giving: special, attention tgé

(Y

women's’ mtegratlon ‘4h development Tsbothiwithin: countries,; and, on: the reglonal e;.m'i e
1nternat10nal~levels=" ‘Attention was focused‘onrthenrural women. whoselgasks werei“lri
said to be Srten over—burdeneome -and underproduotlve,.deeplte the 1mportant role ... N
they vere’ playing: “towardsisthHe present .and Ffuture- generatlons,*ln food productlon, .
health nutrition, etc. Most representatives agreed that women s‘legal poelt1on wae
on the whole satisfactory in their countries, but attitudes and lack of knowlédge
impeded women's assuming their roles side by gide with men. One delegate, eumma.r:.zedL
the eltuatlon of women in Africa: "Traditionally.. the women have been n Working ‘side

by side with their menfolk on the farms and ‘inrother sheavy-household . chores, in,
addltlon to their maternal and home~making duties. Today, for example; the market
‘wB“ﬁﬁ of Neet Afrlca aréVan‘ecotiomic sforce tobe creckoned with; and: :most,of, the, - (-
rural women lare engaged in “dottage -industriess: ‘The way our. urban women have organlzed
themselvee “into profe551onaribod1ee andﬁoo—operat1vea3001et1eeu1s veny ccmmendable.(-

Wl

What - 1s requ1red ‘How+1s’ t0f1mprove thewquality.of the. contrlbutlon of_rur women to_

Jroe PR - . . - a\\-J
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19. “Several”speakers 1nlthe”Plenary referredvto “the , ECA Afrlcan Trammo and Reeearch
Centre for Women as a model for activity in.other regions. . Interest in, ECA'B Tra1n1ng
and Research, Centre for WOmen was widespread —~ in particular because 1t is the only ~
ex1et1ng :c'eg;lona'| act1v1ty oﬂmateﬁeortnf1Add1t10nally, the.establishment :of, an. "
"1nternat10nal reeearch céntre oh womeén.was proposedi:and . Iranﬁoffered to hoet‘euch'jf
1nst'tu+1on° ~Mhe? Chief’ ofi‘the” Human Resources, Development D1v1elon of ECA epoke.

on the ”

J..

ny ‘endeaVours’ ofi the" Commission; ‘since.-its; eetablashment in 1958 tq_pf', e
accelerate "the! 1n+egret10n of " women::in.the: region s.development effort. He deecrlbed
the planned programme activities of the Africa Training. and Research Centre for
WomenF commend1ng ‘the new ewareneeeuamong -Governments.-in the region, of therneces
of“promot1nrr greater participation ‘ofiwomen . in the. development, effortI w1th .spe
attentlon“+o The Women1iving -andworking -in-the ‘rural, areas.. . Among othere,the_
representatlvee of '0AU, UNDP;“UNICEF :and:FAO -confirmed their eupport.of the ECA Centre.

20, The Plenary debate on the question of Development brought out many 1eeuee
relevent “fo the ‘Africd Reglon'%'Ofﬁprlmenyalmportance“to the..developing countrlee was
“HE" TeEue ‘of “the" ‘New “International Economic Ordery as. 2. pre-requlslte fo or an U
eesentlel ‘slément“in the’ provision .of. opportunities forrWonen'e advancement.; Some,

T speakere noted that' the dide=effectsiof ~economicgrowth ‘Were, not alweys poe1t1ve };
for women;—and*attentlon of!governments"and ‘international agen01ee muet be drawn to’
thlS fact. Women were often confined to traditional activities, with little atteéntion
pald to»the~eeeent1al “nature ‘of the1r;workyﬂwh11e men-entered the modern sectors of,

- f-
their develop1ng economlesn-uj‘qu:x ot welded i)

gores \r..f . I3
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21, The situation of women in urban slums and shanty towns demanded: attentlon,aas -
well ae_that of wemen in rural areas. Population policy was referred t6 48 hav1ng o
a direct” relatlonshlp £ women g situationis -Aumajor theme- of..the Conference- Speakerei
was‘that” leglslatlve actioh; whileiesséiitial;- offered -no; guarantee of -vomen's ful}xflq
1m%mhmmTMNﬂmawﬁemnﬂmﬁmwwmmh%mMMdmcmMMNmMMmg

placement of women 1n-p1ann1ng'and decision—making posts;” and: establlshlng natlonal _;
bodits to ‘monitor the progress:of:woments’advancement. - Research was: con31dered v1tal,
especially concerning the source and evolution of attltudes of bcth men and . womemr N

towarda women‘s role. T e

s dortiarne of ,
boaa 03 3-“’&“‘ n ';rl. Lo -

BT T SU

22.r The need'for H'dstermined and. co~ordinated: effort; by . all partners in tha‘develq,ﬁ
opment process - natlonalrbllateral,ﬁ1nternatlona1 —-was\often relterated.wl
was forclbly p01nted out %y oneuspeaker' “ihat.ds needed is not only, & fundamental.4"
change” of attitudey it one that is translated .without delay. 1ntofmod1flcatlonhof'=

exlatlng structures anq the! establishment'/Gf inew ones -~ almost, in.fact,. another S

A

11 - SR g ey ,,_..
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23,° The Secretarlat of the Unlted ‘Nat fons, rand: @- ConsultatiVe Commzttee, had*prepared

r)’_

‘dzaf £ World Plan of-Adtién for consideration by -Committee, I.u thle afflrmlng the
draft‘lnpr1nc1ple,many delegatee stressed-the need for relatlng 1t more closely to..
othes United ‘Nations-proclamations; suchiassthe:New International, nconomlc Order-” o
others underlined the importance of giving high priority to the neede‘of the largeet
numbers of women in the developing countries, — those inthe rural areas and ths urbahn

”ﬁoor. Many p01nted out’ that hlgher\eccnomlc-growth -did not: necessarlly effect an

-1mprovement in® the*partlclpailon of womeneits w#: "

A A A T LR O L P
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24._ Among the sub1ects~broubht ~forth: forhrntegratlon in: the Plan wercdthe relatlon-
ShlpS beﬁween populatloncondltzoneamd the mituation of women, the effec«s of. 1nternal
and* 1nternat10na1-m1grat10n on' women,~the: possible” re-dlstrlbutlon of functlons and

resgon31b111t1es in the” famlly, the’ role.of theimass-media: in, changlnw attltudes,ﬁ
‘the hegd, for womeh' t0 have: an ‘&qual whare: infeducation: and training opportunltles,"d
and 1n echnologlcal developmentao T4 wwas. suggested that, outdated 1nternat1ona1 ":“‘
7e ons; ind ‘declardtidns ‘that ‘mightrhave, adversesyeffect on. women's. emplojmen )
1t1es ahould “be’ revlewedy and” that: regional«or; nat ional reeearch centres. be
&.estapllshed o etudy‘the problemsﬂof ‘Women, 7, .Thé,.creat ion; of, natlonal machlnerlestlﬂ
*Sich as ‘nafional ‘commigsionstand  women's ‘bureaux, .10 promote the advancement ofw'":“
women, was emphasized. o

P T TG r' P - el
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25 Fdllow1ng'submlss1on‘of '€ome -300 proposediiamendments, to,therPlan of Act1on,

1nforma1 worklng groups were app01nted viithin the Commitiee o revise the Introauct1on

and’ Chapter T of the draft Plan. “Thesetrevisions, together W1th the remalnder of ..

the draft Planr ‘Were approved'ln Committee -and -transmitted. to the Plenar;y.\t {ncorporated
pﬂ%nrtﬁe}Plan of Actlon_were.the Reglonal iPlans -of: ‘Action for Africa and A51a.}Lhw ety -

26rJ The“Commlttee also! con31dered it ‘riecessary-~toradopt. a su001nct Deqlaraj;gﬁ gnll

the Equality of Women and their Contribution to Development.and Peace. _4 draft, was.

presented by the Committee of T7. The Declaration emphasizes that "underndevelopment
imposes upon women & double burden of exploitation which must be rapidly eliminated,

dLn £, b ‘i"'l r)d r'\v"—“ - 4 ﬂ

i ad
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and: that: full, implementation .of -nat mnal developmenta pOllCJ.e [to,"thls objective. is ag
ser:.ouelyphmdered- foyid he exi stmg memuta.blej.eystem,of 1nterna.t10na1 economic. oo
- relationssie. It:al.50, notes; uha.t"_'the attainment of»economlp, a.nd socla.l goale,d eo e
. _baelclto- the ~r1ghts of, women,; dor not.y, however,. of-:themselves,,br:.ng about the full For
integration of;-women -in development. .“munless 5pe01flc MeAJUres.. a.re m.nderta.ken. Of S

¢ eeiedl/isctherefore imporbant to; formulate. and, 1mp,1ement' mo;lels of develOpment that,cn
w111 promote; the participatien, a.ndr advancement of Momen. in-all flelds.. o ;'I'_he
Declaration- refers (to; modernizat ion of‘ ’chej,agrlcultural sector ae a.n 1ndz.eperi'e'able)q "6
elementi for progress, _a.z.d s*multaneously, a: mea.ns of, ,creatmg opportun:.tles for ...

millions} ofsrural, wonen tox par,-i;'lpateﬁ in, de,velopment fos, It then calle .upon, Govex;ppevrgte,
the United Natlons. its spe01a11zed agencies and other competen‘t reglona.]: R:5Ts SN
international organizations to 'support projects designed to utilize the maximum

potentiiali-and;to:develop the: (eelf--vella.me of ,rural; women', ‘Measures aimed. at_.a. ,e8
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more intensgifiied; 1ntegra.t10n ©ofy women. Ang development‘,.can only, ‘De eucceesfully, 1mp1 vl
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28, ‘Governmen‘t representa.t:wes were glven opportun1ty to- ‘report ‘onh the poeltlon of
women in the1r respectlve countrles, with special- attentlon to their- 1ntegrat10n 1nu
development S Almostall- reported that thére were ric”'legal barriers, and women were
not consolously dlscr1m1nated-aga1nst. Many representat1ves -stated thattwo..of ‘the i
ma jor causes of - dlscrlmlnatlon were ‘thé Customs and the attitudes inherent in ‘théir 7
soc1et1es “PHiS view' was partlcularly stressed by representatives from Latin Amer1oa, &
Africa &nd Asla, There Was -a strong feeling among the’ developlng countries = i, iLb
espec1ally the Latln Amerlcan group, ‘supported by the East European group = that ~: -7
.there should be & new world economic order; bedaiise the problems of womer in the.:.2f-
“developlng countrles were very closely related to the general underdevelopment of.a;f

¢

these countrles. - : el R

o

byl . e T . R . .
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29. Many representatlves y01ced their concern that, although women in the rural’ 2! i
areds. were 1nvolved in economic activities, their contribution 'was gerierally not ‘tom
taken into account when formilating development’ programmes. These.women were.. . ..
consequent ly exper1enc1ng grave hardships due to migration of men, laclk of tra1n1ng,

lack of credit facilities and of ‘extension services, and water supplies; etc, .- ..

- ..,a

ines: ! “Although ‘equal access to education and training was
granted by‘laﬁ in most countries;’'the level of women's participation in these two
sectors ‘was not yet satlsfaotory.' One reason-for-this situation in the déveloping
countrles was sald to be the 'inhibitions ahd conflicts created in women thémselves,
when they' Were torn between’ contlnulng their education or marrying and having:
childrer, Furthermore, they were rarely glven asslstanoe in combining these roles.

. .

31. Participants recommended that research should be undertaken to 1dent1fy the
oustoms, practices, attitudes and prejudices that hindered, the advancement of women.
The{redults-of-such~ a-study«should bé uséd-to’ enllghten publlc opinion on the need
for women to be educated together with -men. ... ... .. -
32.-—Tﬂt‘ﬁam;l "'Some--countries =-espécially the Latin American group — felt strongly
that the :E‘am11y should be the only recognized social unit; the ‘developed countries
stressed that this-approach could prejudice the Opportunrh ieg of women -in ‘oiher
gocial units. The rights of individuals and couples to decide responsibly the
number, and spacing of children and the right to the means for doing so was re—affirmed.
Polygamyr dowry, ‘and | mlnlmum age of-- marrlage were' also discussed, ' . Tty

PSRN S - . e . - ..t
33, Eoiifjbs[ng-- It was’ polnted out - that; although.women had' the right :to vote
and stand for election, they often- failed t0-'use these rights. It was therefore
recommended that women should form civic pressure groups to influence voting in
favour”of "women's" needs; and ‘womer candidates. Hational machineries.such.as.icom
missions on women and development and Women's bureaux were encouraged,li.to be
established at the highest possible levels.

34. ntesration of Wom i Develo t P :+ It was made clear that“it*'*
was not:only-a=question of economic growth, or the stage of economic development, -
whigh:affected..the 1ntegrat10n ‘of women. Sp601flc measure 8. were, needed to promote

the access of women-to the tools and pos1t10ns to play the:r part.

35, iong: 58 'draft resolutions emerging from the deliberation were consoli-
dated so that only 20 were finally adopted, for presentatlon to Plenary,” Those
whose subjects are of special interest to the Africa Region are as follows:

a mb
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There was mich concern over the lacL oF hard ?ata op “tlie par$1C1pat1on ‘of womenb'
. bFAXD Al D A ._'!‘j ! '-". Bt e
in development. The Resol on the lation of poligh e £ a=

tion of women in the development process requests the Secretary;General+to eetablleh
a United Nations system-wide research progrmme on the poeltlon‘and*role“of*women in

develoPment,nto obtain, gqualitative.and, Jguantitative. data, and, to present to’ the¥60th
BBBSlOﬂ of: ECOSOC a'rep B th “tHe OHE go hg"and plaeped“reeearch“"and*d1esem1nate
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The Rggo;ut;on "on _research on © ulatio
oprant recommends research on mlgratlon of men ds it affects’ “the* quallty of famlly““'

1ife and the condition of women, and on the relationship of. child~bearing to maternal

WAy
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The Reeolut;on -on. reV}51on .and._expansic i i " gtandapd ¢ iL3 i
tiong ofi-occupatjons. T requests. study:. of, all categorles w1th1n the exlstlng c1a531fgg§4
tions Ahat.amply: thaty & Job'EEn"oﬁly be,done by, elther 3, female or_ male,,wlth tﬁ.:“
aim of making any neceeeany re—definitions of current ‘clalssifications.” It also, iy ‘i
requests the United Nations to assist governments in the conduct of naticnal censuses,
to include proper classification of the actual functions .of ;women, who, arehnot currently
defined as economically active, These new categorles Would inelude” carlng for "

dependenthuhoueework,halliforme-of ;domest ic, productlon, ard so forthe. : .45 .o
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ThemResolutlon on.-an. 1nternatlonal research agd training 1nst;tgj§ for jheqw_"qu
promot jon of women requests the Seoretary—General to appolnt a group of experte'fd;p;
agsist him in the establrehment of this ‘institute &nd to draw up ité “Yerms of " “O*C

reference. B o O W 4 e L 1 P MY
(b)Jlesggvantgged swomen in.rural and.urban 8reag: .. .4: e e
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The Resolution on the condition of wamen in rural areas takes hotd"oF women's”
role in productlon and processing of fouds, calls on govermments: "to, 1dent1fy needs .
and to formuiate and implement, with greater financial and policy support““rurar o
"development"programmee,,partlcularly those. which benefit women 11v1nb~1n situations
of .rural.poverty-and;of dlsadvantage" and to gather data necessary “to “1dent1fy and, I
evaluatesrthe .participation of..woemen. in productwve llfe, and measure the results f‘"
rural;development programmee..xlt areo requests 1nternatlonal agen01es t6 rev1ew L

e E
o

Sr T To

their,assisfance;to ruralwdevelopment,Jyle-a~v1s the 1ntegrat10n of women and’ glrle.J
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o4t The= RegoLutlon en access: Of women g ilnanc;al ass;etancg recommends that gov rn—
R L N
mente‘eetab11eh mechanlsms to meet the needs ror credlt of women 1n low—lncome v

K
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groups, both rural and urbanc and” fac111tate the acc'ss of w0men Ao low—lncome groups
to existing financial institutionsi It also ‘encourages "thE" initiat ivedoof NGDs® "EH
&D@cﬂﬁlﬂntéFYMWPNGn'sﬂOrggnl%at;Qns toegstabllsh theln oWn f1nancla1 1nst1tut10ns .
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I =The~ olution: o ditjcal and 50 r‘ecommendst
governments ''should establish natlonal 00mm1551ons;(on(momen and development
the highest political level where appropriate and in & manhe¥ to be determined by
governments, in order to ensure the active participation of women in structural reforms

and the achievement of economic and social development and international peace',




L W S I Y
EjCN, 14/ECO/85
Page 10

The Resolution on popylar participation recommends to member States that they
sponsor voluntary social promotion programmes, such as self—help groups, co—operatlvear
women'e groups, ‘and other organ1zat10ns.

- ..-......i.:.....:a.._x...w..:.d,-u,. LY S AP . ) I L .. . . P
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urges governments to take energetlc action to put an end to forced prostitution-ahd -*'
traffic. in women, considering these forms of exp101tat10n. The ngglui;gn_gn__hg
__41;lz’sfr69565 1ts prlnary Tole 1n human 3001ety."u T e ot

calls for the'actlve partlc1pat1on of mass communlcatlon agenc1ee 1n the process N

of educatlon.'aﬁ:”;j N 7 R A A e T

L.

[
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The Reeolutlon Galls for the ‘speediest ‘ratification of the relevant convent1ons
and other instruments elaborated by the United Nations system, and commends the
progress*ma&E‘en the draft1ng of -an - 1nternataonal-conventlon relating. to women's'

roles’ in all flelds, to be glven h1gh prlorlty 1n 1976 RTINS
: B S I
IX. Adogption gf_ghg_;gggzg SOt o

36. The Declaration, the World-Plan of Action, and all.those Resclutions noted’
above, were adopmed W1th1n the final Plenary meet:mgp 2 July 1975.
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370:~A serles of- caucuses for Afrlcan delegatlons were convened by the QAU representa—
t1ve durlng the Conference. The first of these was devoted to the establishmerit and«
functlonlng of the ECA African Training and Research Centre for Women, The" leader v
of ECA delegat1on explained the” hlstory and’ nature of the work, and reésponded- to"

questlone.‘ As 2 result of the caucuses, the resolutions’ concerning Afrlca“Reglonal
-action as noted 2bove, were agreed upon. The group unanimously recommended that the
ECA’ should 1o0k into the pOSS1b111ty of- convenmb a-regional meet ing.to considér the
pha91ng\of the Centre'e activities and what essent1a1 support ehould be forthcom1ngm
from Afrlcan governments ‘and women‘s organlzatlons, T ) Coae oz I

S S :
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38, ~The’ CA delegatidﬁ took advantage of opportunities presented during the: African"
group meetings, to arrange follow-up meetings with African national delegations,- for®
planning the Itinerant Training of Trainers in Programmes to Improve the Quality of
Rural Life, for countries which had not already hosted-the trainihg.’ .A150; schedules
were finalized for the seminars on National Commissions and Women's Bureaux, in
eountrles deelrlng them.l Several contacts-were also made wnth potentlal bilateral
donors to the Centpe and/or to natlonal pro;ects. ‘ T ‘.-, e LA
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1 XI. Do rping jca
1able to all delegations attending the Conference:

L 39, Two ECA documents were made avai

() The Role of Women in Africa Develoument (B/CONF.66/BP/8);

SER.B/6/Add.1).






