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INTRODUCTION

1. Three types of demographic data collection systems may be
distinguished.' These are population censuses, demographic

surveys and registration systems.

2. In the African region, however, population censuses and

surveys constitute the major sources of demographic data. A few
countries have on-going projects to improve and extend births and
deaths registration systems but processing of the records for the
provision of statistical data is at a low level, if at all.

3. The paper focuses mainly on the issues and problems relating
to censuses in the African region during the period 1982 to 1987
with a brief review of the status of demographic surveys. This
is because censuses continued to be the major demographic data
collection activity in the region during the period and the
issues and problems relating to censuses refer also to the

demographic surveys although to a limited extent.

4. The discussion is divided into two parts. The first part

deals with developments as well as issues and problems regarding
the collection and processing of demographic data and the second

focuses on the evaluation, analysis and dissemination aspects of

the data collected.

5. It may be recalled that at the third session of the Joint

Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers in

March 1984 an account of the activities in the field of
demographic data collection and analysis in the African region
during the preceding two years was given. Also during the next

session in March 1986, a paper on the evaluation of the 1980
round of censuses {1975 to 1984) was presented. Thus the present
discussion will overlap the presentations made during the last

two sessions of the Joint Conference,

COLLECTION AND PHOCESSING OF DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

6. Generally, there has been significant improvement in the

field of demographic data collection and processing in the

African region following the assistance given under the African

Census Programme and subsequent related projects. A number of
issues and problems, however still remains and they have been
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outlined in the paper and strategies for their redress suggested
for the consideration of the Conference. It must be pointed out
from the outset, though, that some of the problems which have
been raised are not new. Indeed they were raised at a number ot
previous meetings but they are raised again in this paper since

they seem to be persisting.

Population censuses

7 The period under review constitutes the last three years and
the first three of the 1980 and 1990 rounds of population and

housing censuses respectively.

8. During the period 2B out of the 50 EGA member States carried
out their population census enumeration. Most of the remaining

22 countries were at various stages of preparations for their

next census.

9. Seventeen of the censuses conducted were part of the 1980
round and in the case of four countries, namely, Djibouti,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia and Zaire, it was their tirst
national population census experience. The remaining 11 censuses

fall under the 1990 round. The full list of countries which
conducted censuses during the period with indication of the year
of the census enumeration is given in Annex I.

10. As indicated above, most of the countries which did not
conduct census enumeration during the period under consideration

were at the planning stage for their next census. In seven ot
the countries the preparations were at advanced stages. me

countries concerned and the respective years for census
enumeration are: Central African Republic (1988), Cote d^Ivoire
(1988), Kenya (1989), Mauritania (1988), Niger (1988), Senegal
(1988) and Tqanzania (1988). Ten other countries formulated
cewnsua project documents for submission to UNFPA and other aonor
agencies. In the case of the remaining five countries there was
no information at EGA regarding plans for their next population
census at the time of preparing this paper. One of the countries
is Chad which is yet to conduct its first population census. For
the remaining four countries, the available information indicates

that if they are to maintain decennial censuses then the next
census should be conducted in 1990 in Gabon, 1989 in Guinea

Bissau and 1991 in Sao Tome/Principe and Togo.
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Interval between censuses

11. One of the essential features of a population census, as

stated in the United Nations publication: Principles and

Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses is "defined

periodicity". It has therefore been recommended that African

countries should endeavour to maintain regular ten-year intervals

between censuses. This will ensure the availability of

comparable information in a fixed sequence and also make it

possible to carry out cohort analysis readily.

12. A review of the dates of census enumeration in African

countries since the 1970 round of censuses clearly shows that

many countries have been unable to maintain regular ten-year

interval between censuses. During the period under review half

the number of countries with a previous census experience were

unable to maintain a ten-year interval between their last two

censuses. For eight of the countries, the interval was 11 years

and the rest had an interval of 13 or 14 years.

13. The problems which have made it difficult for countries to

adhere strictly to decennial censuses include: general economic

difficulties, delay in providing the legal basis for the census,

inadequate supervision andmonitoring of census preparatory

activities, lack of permanent census offices, civil/political

disturbances and parliamentary/presidential elections.

14. Some of the problems are outside the control of the

statistical/census offices but in many instances dynamic and

effective leadership in the statistical organization together

with long-term planning and effective collaboration with various

government agencies particularly those responsible for central

and local government administration and electoral matters should

have minimized the effect of many of the problems if not resolve

them completely.

15. Other strategies which have been recommended to improve the

situation include the establishment of permanent census offices

and provision of the legal basis for censuses under the general

statistical legislation of a country. Where financial

constraints may not make it feasible to have a separate

establishment, the census office could be a section or a division

of the national statistical organization.
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16. It is argued that a permanent census office will not only

enable technical staff improve their skills and gain more

experience but also improve the chances of early initiation of

census preparatory activities and ensure the availability of the

necessary personnel for census post-enumeration activities. On

the other hand, the inclusion of the population census under the

general statistical legislation would remove problems associated

with the delay in the enactment of special census law.

17. A related recommendation is that African countries should

include decennial censuses in their statistical development

programmes which also should be incorporated in the country's

development plans to ensure adequate forward budgeting and timely

mobilization of the necessary resources for censuses.

Organizational issues

18. The planning and execution of a population census in the

African region does not only require technical expertise but also

managerial and organizational capabilities in view of the large

number of staff involved and the limited infrastructural

facilities. Indeed, during the period under consideration the

administrative and organizational aspects of census programmes

tended to be more crucial. On the whole, there seemed to have

been a reasonably good grasp of many of the technical issues

involved but managerial skills were in many instances lacking.

19. The administrative and organizational aspects of censuses

therefore seemed to have been handled with less efficiency. That

state of affairs may be attributed to the high turnover of staff

which had depleted the stock of experienced staff for census

operations in many statistical/census offices.

20. The problem was made worse by the lack of detailed

documentation on past census activities particularly the

administrative and organizational aspects. Thus census
organizers during the period tended to repeat past practices and

procedures withoutthe advantage of past lessons which would have
called for some modifications.

21. The failure of many statistical offices to establish

efficient machinery to plan and conduct censuses also impeded the

smooth implementation of census programmes. In almost all

countries, the census plans included the preparation of an

organizational structure indicating the various units under the

census office and their areas of responsibility. Regrettably, in

many instances, the census organizational structure remained a

chart on a wall or in a file or a diagram in the census project

document. A number of units/sections never became operational.
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In a number of countries, attempts were made to set up the

various units as envisaged but the staff required were released

for census duties either late or only on part-time basis. This

was particularly the situation with regard to administrative

support services.

22. Under those circumstances of poor administrative set up,

some heads of census/statistical office had to assume day-to-day

responsibility for administration as well as organizational and

technical issues. Such situations generally caused delays in the

completion of some census preparatory activities.

2 3. Another issue which requires some consideration is the role

of census committees and their effectiveness in census planning.

The committees which were set up during the period may be

classified into two broad types. These were committees

responsible for policy and co-ordinating matters and those

concerned with technical aspects of the census.

24. In some countries the committees were very useful and they

contributed in no small measure to the success of the census.

However, in a number of countries the committees were ineffective

or even a handicap. In a few other cases, the roles and

responsibilities of the census committee were either not clearly

defined or inappropriate. It should be pointed out that with the

relatively short history of national population censuses in the

African region, at least during the post™independence period, and

the limited experience and poor infrastructural facilities,

population censuses need to be regarded as national exercises

requiring effective collaboration of various agencies and

individual specialists, Under the circumstances, census

committees have a vital role to play in the planning and

execution of censuses in many African counmtries, if not all.

When effectively used, national census committees or commissions

could be instrumental in the mobilization of essential inputs.

They can be particularly helpful with regard to the secondment of

staff from other agencies and issues relating to the priority

status of census work. The technical committees also provide

opportunity to make use of national expertise in various census

related fields to the extent possible,

25. If the potential of the committees would be fully realized

then great care needs to be taken in setting them up and their

role properly defined. The policy-making committee, for

instance, needs to be set up by the Government at a fairly early

stage of the census planning and given appropriate authority.
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Serious consideration should be given to the membership of the

committee in order to make it effective. It is therefore highly

desirable that representation of the collaborating agencies on

the committee is at a level "with the necessary authority to

commit their agencies but not of such high rank that they will be

unable to attend meetings regularly.

26. In the case of the technical committee, the director of the

Statistics/census office or the head of the relevant Ministry

should have the responsibility to set it up. The committee

should be regarded as an advisory body and its establishment

should not effect the leading role of the Statistical/Census

office since the final responsibility for the planning and

execution of the census should remain with that office.

27 . The Statistics/census office will be able to play the

leading role required of it only if it Is properly established

and adequately staffed. Also the various sections/units need to

be made fully operational and the chain of command in the

organization made quite clear in the early stages of the census

planning.

28. The organizational structure of a census office could take

several forms but it should be such as would enable the census

activities to be carried out smoothly and In accordance with the

census time table. Thus, while the duties of each section/unit

and staff need be well defined, the structure should be flexible

enough to permit the shifting of staff between sections in

response to the volume of work at the various stages of census

operations.

29. The major census activities which need to be assigned to

specific sections of a census office include the following:

determination of content of census questionnaire,

concepts, enumeration procedures and preparation of

related documents;

determination and implementation of sampling and

quality control procedures;

- cartography;

field operations and publicity;

data processing;

evaluation, analysis and dissemination; and

administration and finance.
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Cartography

30. Much effort was put into the cartographic preparations for

the censuses carried out during the period under review. Some

countries seemed to have managed the cartographic work fairly

well but others encountered problems and had to resort to crash

programmes or even abandon the exercise altogether or restrict it

to selected areas of the country.

31. In many countries the cartographic units established for

previous censuses were not maintained after the census

enumeration and consequently there was virtually no inter-censal

mapping activity. Thus, cartographic units had to be set up from

scratch in many of the countries which carried out census

cartographic preparations during the period and invariably it

took some time for the units to become fully operational. Often

the support required from other government agencies such as the

Surveys department and/or physical planning divisions were

either lacking or were given grudgingly since those

establishments themselves were under-staffed and did not have the

facilities for their regular activities. In a few instances the

surveys department only saw its involvement in the census as an

opportunity to obtain additional equipment for the department and

thus made demands which go beyond the requirements of census

cartographic work.

32. It is therefore considered necessary that Statistical/census

offices maintain permanent cartographic units, however moderate.

In order to ensure that the cartographic units would be fully

occupied, well-defined cartographic programme should be prepared.

The programme should clearly indicate the short-, medium- and

long-term objectives covering the pre-enumeration and post-

enumeration phases of censuses as well as the intercensal period

respectively.

33. It should be pointed out that permanent cartography units

with well-defined programme of work as indicated above would

reduce the costs of cartographic work for subsequent censuses

since the preservations and continuous updating of cartographic

documents could then be reasonably assured.

34. Lack of adequate base maps also constituted a serious

problem for the cartographic work carried out during the period.

In a number of countries the topographic and planimetric maps

available at the surveys department or other relevant agency were

old editions and often not at the appropriate scale for census

work or were even out of stock. The use of such maps

considerably increased the workload of cartographic units since
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they had to carryout scale transformations by photographic and

other mechanical processes, undertake extensive field work and

use recent remote sensing materials as well as the relevant

equipment to update their contents. Such work entails

considerable expense in terms of human and material resources.

In many instances, Statistical/Census offices did not have the

necessary resources for the exercise and thus had to carry out

cartographic preparations without proper base maps and this

resulted in the production of deficient maps for the control of

census enumeration.

35. Another issue of concern during the period was the lack of

adequate supervision of field mapping particularly in the cases

where cartographic work was decentralized. In a number of

countries, the regional offices of the national statistical

orgqanization or the offices of local administration were given

the responsibility of recruiting and training the cartographic

field staff and also supervising the cartographic field work.

Often such offices did not have the staff with the necessary

expertise to carryout the assignment efficiently.

36. It is therefore desirable that where the cartographic work

needs to be decentralized, the central Statistical/Census office

should be actively involved in the recruitment and training of

the field staff and local offices made mainly responsible for the

administrative and organizational aspects of the exercise. Also

the central office should identify the supervisory staff from the

outset and give them the necessary training to ensure adequate

supervision of the subsequent field mapping.

37. Some census organizers also did not give serious attention

to the training of enumerators on the use of census enumeration

area (EA) maps. Thus, often some enumerators discarded the maps

and attempted to cover their areas without the help of maps.

Such practices caused confusion and might have had adverse effect

on census coverage.

38. It cannot be over-emphasized therefore, that detailed

instructions on the use of E.A. maps need to be included in the

Enumerator's Manual. Provision should also be made for the

coverage of that topic in the training programme for enumeration

field staff so that enumerators and supervisors could be taught

the proper use of E.A., and supervision area {SA} maps.
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39. A review of the cartographic work including the E.A. maps

produced during the period seems to confirm that in many

instances, the potential uses of the EA maps after the census

enumeration were not given due consideration. Thus, often after

the census, field work had to be done to split EAs to make them

more efficient for some types fo intercensal sample surveys.

There was also at least one country where the EAs could not be

used as a frame for an agricultural census and similar enquiries

since the EAs could not be regrouped to constitute the

agricultural divisions of the country. If therefore the

delineation of EAs is done not only on the basis of

administrative boundaries, as was the case in most countries,

but also taking into consideration other geo-physical factors

such as land use, climate, etc., the census EA maps could be more

effectively used as a frame for various statistical enquiries

after the census.

40. In view of the high cost of census cartographic work,

efforts need to be made to maximize the applications of the

various census maps. Thus, mechanism for effective continuing

dialogue with potential users of the various census maps should

be established.

41. Another essential aspect of census mapping programme which

was mostly neglected during the period was the evaluation of

cartographic work after the census enumeration. In fact only one

country is known to have carried out a full evaluation of its

cartographic work. A few others managed only minimal evaluation.

42. Such evaluation is considered essential since it will assist

in making any needed revis ions in procedures and thus assure

satisfactory subsequent cartographic work.

Enumeration procedures

43. Issues relating to enumeration procedures also need to be

raised since they involve the most critical phase of census

programmes.

44. Enumeration procedures are the processes for the collection

of information from the population. A review of the

procedures used during the period indicates that they were

generally satisfactory. A few aspects, however, still require

some attention.
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45. One positive development which should be noted is the use of

the houshold as an additional unit of enumeration in all the

censuses carried out during the period. it may be recalled that

during the I960 and 1970 rounds of censuses some African

countries considered the household an unsuitable concept for use

in their censuses.

46. The general use of the concept during the period 1982 to

1987 seems to be in recognition of the fact that in all

countries there is a basic socio-economic unit within which

individuals could be identified and that such a unit needs to be

used as an additional unit of enumeration in order to enrich the

subsequent analysis of the census results and thus ensure wider

application of the data.

47. it must be pointed out though that despite the general

acceptance of the concept, some countries found its application

in the field rather difficult. There is therefore the need for

further research in order to identify adequately and provide

satisfactory definition of the household or other similar basic

socio-economic unit in relation to the different cultures and

traditions in the region and with due consideration to the

operational constraints of data collection.

48. A few practices regarding data collection procedures during

the period also need re-examination. They include some aspects

of census questionnaire design, coverage of the homeless and the

treatment of nationals outside the country at the time of the

census

49. The issues relating to the census questionnaire are the

wording of the items to be investigated and the related issue of

the language of the questionnaire in countries with two or more

languages.

50. In a number of the censuses conducted during the period

almost ail the items to be investigated had topic headings on the

questionnaire without the questions which enumerators were

expected to put to respondents. For example, in one country, the

topic heading "Economic Sector" was indicated on the

questionnaire and the enumerator was to frame the relevant

question(s) at the time of enumeration to determine the industry

in which the respondant worked.

51. The situation was further complicated when a country uses

two or more languages and therefore in many instances the

language of interview was different from the language of the

questionnaire and yet no attempt had been made by census

orgqanizers to provide standard translations of the census

questions or the topic headings.
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52. The practice was adopted mainly because of space constraint

and indeed it made the census questionnaire uncluttered but the

danger of enumerators varying the intent of the topic when they

had not only to frame the questions themselves but also improvise

translations during the enumeration cannot be ignored.

53. It is therefore contended that efforts made by census

organizers through tests to determine the wording of census

questions and to include in the Enumerator's Manual standard

translations of the questions, particularly those relating to

economic characteristics, in at least a few major languages, may

help in obtaining accurate and consistent answers and thus help

in improving the overall quality of census data.

54. Another issue which did not receive adequate treatment in

some of the censuses was the coverage of the homeless persons.

Generally, supervisors were expected to have prepared lists of

locations where the homeless could be found at night and to

estimate the number of such persons in each location and then to

assign sufficient number of enumerators for their coverage on a

designated night.

55. In many instances the preparations proved to be inadequate.

The overall impression is that some census organizers took the

view that the homeless constituted a very small proportion of the

total population and thus it was not worth the effort and expense

required for their coverage. It needs however to be remembered

that even though the homeless may constitute a small proportion of

the total population, they may be a significant element in some

areas of many large cities and therefore of special interest to

town planners and social welfare agencies.

56. In the case of nationals outside the country at the time of

the census enumeration, it has been noted that some countries

included them in the census count irrespective of the duration of

absence. Also detailed information in respect of such absent

nationals, some of whom had been away for a number of years, were

collected by questioning members of household who were present

during enumeration. The quality of such information is indeed
doubtful and may even be misleading,

57. It is therefore suggested that where data on absent

nationals need to be collected, information relating to them may

be restricted to name, sex, age, relationship and length of

absence. Further, it is pertinent to point out that one of the

recommendations for the 1990 round of population and housing
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censuses in Africa made by a working group convened at ECA

Headquarters in May 1987 was that "the treatment of special

population groups such as refugees, nationals temporarily in

another country as migrant workers, diplomatic personnel and

their families and other such groups should be clearly indicated

and the sise of each such group in the total population given in

census publications to help in international comparison".

Quality control

58. One of the glaring weak points in the census programme

during the period was the absence of formal quality control

system particularly during the enumeration period.

59. Generally; the training sessions organized for enumerators

and supervisors and the provision of one supervisor for about

five enumerators constituted the strategy to ensure good quality

enumeration.

60. In some countries the training programme was quite extensive

covering a period of about two weeks and strict procedures were

adopted for the selection of sujjervisors and enumerators. In a

few other countries, however, the training session lasted only a

few days and it consisted of lectures and demonstration

interviews without field exercises. In one country, secondary

school teachers were given one or two days training and they were

then required to train the students who were later selecterd as

enumerators. Field exercises were not included in the training

programme.

61. Further, in many instances, the Supervisor* s Manual

contained only general instructions that the supervisor should

check the work of enumerators to ensure good coverage and

accuracy of completed questionnaires. It was quite obvious that

supervisors could not check the work of their enumerators on 100

per cent basis yet no detailed guidelines were given in respect

of the procedures to be used by the supervisors.

62. It cannot be over-emphasized that census organizers need to

prepare and implement a quality control programme for the entire

census operation in order to ensure acceptable quality of census

data. The programme should be simple but it should involve

systematic sample verification, proper record keeping and

definite standards for accepting or rejecting an operator's work.
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63. The quality control of the enumeration phase should involve

rigorous training and selection of enumeration field staff. It

should also have provision for supervisor/enumerator ratio which

would ensure that the supervisor could observe each enumerator at

work very early during the enumeration so that any necessary

remedial measures could be taken timely.

Data processing

64. Some countries seemed to have made satisfactory progress in

the processing of their census data but generally, the data

processing phase still continued to be the major bottleneck in

census programmes during the period.

65. Most of the problems experienced in the processing of census

data during the period were due mainly to inadequate planning of

data processing activities. In most of the countries a design

process was not prepared at the early stages of the census

planning.

66 . The documentation regarding the design process would have

provided census organizers a comprehensive descriptiobn of the

various tasks to be performed, their functional links and an

assessment of the time frame required to implement them in the

light of the human and material resources available or required.

67. The failure to prepare the design process may be attributed

to the lack of experienced personnel in data processing in many

Statistical/Census offices and/or the late arrival of

international experts on the scene.

68. Also, in a number of instances census organizers estimated

the equipment and personnel required for data processing rather

mechanically. In the case of data entry equipment, for example,

only the past performance rate of operators and the time

indicated in the census work plan for the completion of the

operation were the factors used to estimate the number of

machines needed. No allowance was made for power cuts, problems
relating to the shift system such as transportation difficulties

and other unforeseen circumstances. The result was that the

number of equipment and/or the duration of the operation was

often underestimated.
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69. A related factor which also prolonged the data processing

phase was the delay in installing data entry equipment. There

were delays not only in the ordering and delivery of equipment

but also in the preparation of the site for the equipment. These

were avoidable planning problems and it has been recommended that

census organizers should take steps to acquire and install the

data processing equipment prior to the pilot census to enable

the system to be tested and to save time during the data

processing and analysis phases.

70. A development in the area of data entry practice which needs

to be noted is the increasing use of stand alone micro computers.

This development has made it possible to use appropriate software

packages for validity checks during data keying. The RODE/PC was

the main software package used to carry out data entry on micro

computers during the period. The trend was a departure from the

early 1980s when terminals linked to micro computers were mainly

used for data entry with in-house data entry programs.

71. It should, however, be noted that excessive checks during

data entry greatly reduces the speed of the operators so the

number and nature of the checks at that stage of data processing

need to be kept within reasonable limits.

72. The main defect of data entry operation during the period

was the general neglect to monitor the opertation. It is

therefore recommended that census organizers should establish

operational control system and set up control units to ensure

proper monitoring of various operations.

73. In general the one area which caused serious problems was

the editing stage. The main reason was the tendency for

Statistical/Census offices to consider machine editing as

entirely the responsibility of data processing personnel.

Effective collaboration between data processing personnel and

subject-matter specialists in the preparation of edit

specifications and the overall data validation was therefore

generally lacking.

74. The main reason for that state of affairs seems to be that

in many instances the subject mattert specialists lacked the

skills and experience for the preparation of appropriate editing

specifications.

75. There is therefore a great need to train both data

processing personnel and subject-matter specialists

(demographers/statisticians) in the techniques of data editing.

Such training is likely to ensure their effective collaboration

in the preparation of edit specifications and the instructions

for automatic correction of consistency errors.
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76. Another development during the latter part of the period is

the increasing use of micro-computers not only for data entry but

editing, tabulation and other census activities including

questionnaire design, demographic analyses and the preparation of

reports.

77. In this connection, it should be mentioned that micro

computers are getting more powerful and the storage problem can

now be resolved through the use of appropriate peripherals which

can be linked to the micro-computer.

78. It has therefore been recommended that, wherever

appropriate, African census organizers should take advantage of

the new development in computer .technology to use stand alone

micro computers for census data entry, validation and tabulation.

This is because it will require much less effort to train the

required personnel and it is also considered an appropriate

strategy for the general improvement of the data processing

capability of statistical offices.

79. Further, it is recommended that wherever feasible,

Statistical/Census offices should use available standard software

packages for the different stages of census data processing (data

entry, editing and tabulation) instead of attempting to develop

their own programs. The software packages which have been used

in a number of countries include CONCOR for editing and CENTS4

for tabulation among others.

Demographic surveys

80. Information available at ECA at the time of writing

indicates that about 29 general or specialized demographic

surveys were conducted in 19 ECA member States during the period

1982 to 1987. In addition, a number of other household surveys

concerned primarily with other topics such as labour force and

health care but which included some basic information on

demographic characteristics were carried out. Such surveys

included the Rural Health Survey in Ethiopia (1982/83), the

Health and Nutrition Survey (1983/1984) in Botswana, Family

formation Survey (1984) in Malawi and the Literacy Survey (1986)

in Zimbabwe, to name a few.

81. The demographic surveys conducted during the period

comprised those which combined demographic and other subjects as

well as those concerned with only demographic items. The surveys

may also be classified into two main types: demographic surveys

conducted under continuing survey programmes and ad-hoc surveys.
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82. The first type were surveys conducted by countries

participating in the African Household Survey Capability

Programme (AHSCP) and as such they were carried out within the

framework of on going household surveys programme in the

respective countries.

83. The AHSGP is intended to assist African countries to develop

the capability for a continuing programme of household surveys

covering different fields. The topics to be covered in any round

of surveys are determined on the basis of a country's data needs.

Generally data users committees are set up to ensure a continuing

dialogue between the statistics office and the major data users

to make sure that the survey programme will respond to changing

data needs in the country.

84. During the period under consideration 14 countries had fully

operational household surveys programme under the AHSCP

and seven of them carried out demographic surveys.

85. In the case of the ad-hoc demographic surveys, almost all of

them were conducted under the Demographic and Health Surveys

Programme (DHS) under which 35 surveys are expected to be carried

out in selected countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America

during the period 1984 to 1989. The programme is funded

primarily by the U.S. Agency for International Development

(USAID) and it is being implemented by the Institute for Resource

Development at Westinghouse.

86. The objectives of the DHS are:

to provide decision makers in the survey countries with

a data base and analysis useful for informed policy

choices;

to expand the international population and health data

base;

to advance methodologies and procedures for conducting

surveys; and

to develop in participating countries the skills and

resources necessary to conduct high quality demographic

and health surveys.

87. By the end of 1987, six African countries had carried out

surveys under the DHS and the survey reports were at various

stages of preparation. Also, a contract has been signed to

conduct a similar survey in Uganda in 1988 and negotiations were

under way in the following six African countries: Egypt, Ghana,

Swaziland, Togo Tunisia and Zimbabwe. The duration of each

survey is estimated to be 18 to 24 months.
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88. A review of the various aspects of the demographic surveys

conducted during the period 1982 to 1987 raises some issues such

as type of survey programme which African countries should

consider instituting, the choice between single round and multi-

round demographic surveys and the relationship between

demographic surveys and other national data collection activities

particularly the population census.

89. As indicated earlier, the demographic surveys conducted

during the period may be classified into ad-hoc surveys and those

conducted as part of national continuing survey programmes.

90. In this connection, survey planners need to address the

issue regarding the type of survey programme which will best

serve the interest of African countries particularly under the

prevailing conditions of limited resources.

91. It is recognized that both ad-hoc and continuing surveys

have definite roles to play in household survey programmes.

However, it is suggested that, on the whole, it is desirable that

African countries strive to establish, at least at the national

level, continuing survey programmes since ad-hoc surveys are

unlikely to provide them with a framework for continuing data

base and a time series of data in specific fields.

92. A close study of past survey activities in the region will

show that, in many instances, the ad-hoc surveys were carried out

in response to a specific immediate need or at the suggestion of

an external agency; and in most cases the survey did not appear

to have been co-ordinated with other data collection activities

in the respective countries.

93. On the other hand, a continuing survey programme has a

greater potential to enable a country develop and maintain a

capability for data collection, processing and analyses since the

staff of the statistical organization have the opportunity to

acquire cumulative technical and operational experience.

Further, such a programme provides the opportunity to ascertain

the overall data needs of a country within a time frame and to

plan for the satisfaction of the needs in the most cost-effective

manner and also without over-stretching the available human and

material resources.
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94. It is pertinent to note that one of the objectives of the

DHS is stated to be the development of skills and resources for

high quality demographic and health surveys in the participating

countries. It is suggested that the objective would have had a

better chance of being realized if the demographic and health

surveys had been conducted within the framework of ongoing survey

programmes in the countries where such programmes exist. In

countries without such programme, opportunity should have been

taken to initiate one with the demographic and health survey as

the first of the surveys in the initial survey round.

95. Another issue which planners of demographic surveys in the

African region had to address was the choice between single round

and multi-round survey. It must be pointed out though that most

of the demographic surveys carried out during the period under

consideration were single round surveys.

96. It is well known that vital events have not been reported

accurately in the single round surveys with retrospective

questions which have been conducted in many African countries.

There have been errors of omission and of dating. The multi-

round survey is one of the methods designed to reduce such errors

and thus improve the estimation of components of population

change. The method, however, has its limitations and further it

is expensive and complex. An important limitation of the method

is that it cannot cover persons who move in or out of the sample

area between rounds as well as infants who are born after one

round and die before the next. These two categories of persons

can only be detected by asking retrospective questions similar to

the approach in a single round survey.

97. When demographic survey organizers opt for a multi-round

survey an issue they need to consider carefully is the frequency

of rounds. More closely spaced rounds will reduce failures

arising from infant deaths and population mobility but it will

also mean a smaller number of events to be recorded at each
round. A related factor is that more frequent rounds will

increase the cost of the survey. A careful balance therefore

needs to be struck. The indications are that six months has been
the most commonly used interval.

98. It is quite clear that both types of surveys have problems

associated with them. Indeed there are examples of both types of

surveys which have failed to provide satisfactory results.
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99. It is therefore suggested that African survey organizers

should not base their choice mainly on the theoretical advantages

of one type or the other. In addition to the cost factor,

greater weight should be placed on the method which is more

likely to ensure good quality field work bearing in mind the

level of competence of the available field staff.

100. The relationship between demographic surveys and national

decennial population censuses is also an important issue which

should be given serious attention by survey organizers.

101. Some surveys such as post-enumeration surveys and sample

enquiries conducted concurrently with censuses are really part of

the census programme and their relationship with the census is

quite obvious.

102. The demographic surveys being considered in this paper are

those conducted during inter censal periods. Generally they are

intended to up-date the census information and to investigate

some topics which could not be covered in the census. The

relationship between the survey and the census is complementary.

Thus issues regarding standard concepts and timing of the

demographic survey need serious consideration.

103. If an intercensal survey will truly complement the census

data and ensure the availability of information on population

characteristics at reasonably regular short intervals then it is

desirable that it should be conducted approximately half-way

between two censuses,

104. The indications seems to be that the complementary

relationship between a survey and the census was not given much

weight in fixing the date for the demographic surveys which were

carried out during the period under review. Indeed only four of

the demographic surveys listed in Annex II were conducted about

mid-way between censuses in the countries concerned. A number of

the surveys were carried out about one or two years after a

census and others seven to nine years.

105. Finally the opportunity offered by an intercensal

demographic survey to experiment on the use of various concepts

and innovations in data collection should not be overlooked by

African survey planners.
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DATA EVALUATION, ANALYSIS AND DISSEMINATION

106. Among the lessons drawn from the experience of African

population censuses conducted in the 1970s, it has been observed

that:

(i) A population and housing survey cannot be free of

errror Consequently, the census results must be

evaluated on the one hand to provide users with a

qualitative appreciation of the data and for that

reason their degree of reliability and, on the other

hand, to gather such information as would make for

improvement in future censuses and surveys. In this

regard, the working group set up to prepare

recommendations for the 1980 round of censuses in

Africa requested that "a post-enumeration survey (PES )

for census evaluation should be planned, organized and

executed as an integral part of the census and that

evaluations for content errors should be evaluated by

other methods such as demographic analyses". It

should also be be noted that the Working Group on

Recommendations for the 1990 Round of Population and

Housing Censuses in Africa held in Addis Ababa in May

1987 considerded the PES as a desirable component in the

census evaluation programme;

(ii) Once evaluated, the census data should be analysed,

interpreted and presented in a form accessible to

various users;

(iii) The mere publication of raw data and analytical

reports did not have the expected impact on users.

Consequently, it was suggested that seminars or

dissemination workshops should be organized and in

addition to substantive reports, a practical report

should be prepared to allow planners, decision-makers

and administrators to derive greater benefit from the

evaluation and analysis of census data and their

implications in order to know what measures should be

taken;

{iv) If they are to achieve their objectives, the

evaluation, analysis, publication and dissemination of

census results should be designed from the outset as

part and parcel of the census operation. Accordingly,

adequate plans should be made for these various phases

right from the preparatory phase in relation to a

tabulation plan which provides, on the basis of census

objectives, the necessary cross-gestalt of the

variables observed.
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107. On the basis of the foregoing lessons, the census has been
defined by the United Nations 1/ as the total process of

collecting, compiling, evaluating, analysing and publishing or
otherwise disseminating demographic, economic and social data

pertaining, at a specified time, to all persons in a country or

in a well-deliminited part of a country.

108- Bearing the lessons and recommendations described above in

mind, an attempt will be made to provide an assessment of the

place and results of demographic data evaluation, analysis,

publication and dissemination carried out from 1982 to 1987. Not

only will this be limited to data collected between those two

years, but also, data collected since 197 5 but on which action,

had not been taken until the period under review will be

considred.

Data evaluation

109. According to information available at ECA, the status of
evaluation of data coilectd in 47 national censuses carried out

from 1975 to 1984 was the following at the beginning of 1987:
currently being processed (17), evaluation carried out in full pr

in part (30). Among the 30 censuses whose results had been

evaluated in full or in part, 20 had been subjected to

evaluations concerning their completeness and errors of content,

two had been checked for completeness while only three had been

evaluated for errors of content alone. No specifics were given

concerning the evaluation of data results of the five other

censuses. Thirteen countries: Algeria, Botswana, Burkina Faso,

Cameroon, Cote D'lvoire Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Kenya,

Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, Zambia and Equatorial Guinea had

conducted post-census evaluation surveys but only six of them had
used the survey results to evaluate the census data. The other

countries had felt that their surveys had not been successful,

The failure of most post-census surveys was ascribed to a number

of causes, in particular poor cartographic preparation, the

existence of common persons in the enumeration area, population

mobility and fatigue on the part of agents who had already

participated in the general enumeration. All these causes can be
summed up as one, namely the lack of preparation for the post-

census survey. It has indeed been observd that the countries

which achieved good results were those in which the post-census

survey had been well received before the enumeration was carried
out and considered part of the census. In those countries, the

exercise had been".

17 United Nations Principles and Recommendations for Population

and Housing Censues, series M. No. 67.
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conducted by field staff selected from among the most

experienced agents;

conducted little after the enumeration;

based on a random sampling taken from a good cartographic

base which specified the content of the enumeration zones;

financed from funds allocated from the outset in the

census budget.

110. On account of the observation made earlier, the failures

tha't occurred should not open to question the principle of the
post-census survey itself. If well organized, such surveys

constitute a good basis for evaluating the results of a census.

111. Twenty-four out of the 30 countries mentioned above had used
demographic analysis techniques to evaluate the data from their

census while six had used the results of the post-census survey.

112* Apparently, the evaluation of the census coverage nowhere

revealed a swelling of the population. Conversely, omissions,

particularly of young children, women and of people absent from

their homes at the time of enumeration were reported. With

regard to errors of content, poor age declaration seems to be the

factor most seriously affecting demographic data.

Data analysis

113. Just as with evaluation, the quality and scope of analysis

together with the interpretation of results for users were

largely influenced by whether or not analysts and users were

involved from the outset in planning the census. In the few

countries where they were involved, an evaluation analysis and
tabulation plan was prepared right from the preliminary phase on

the basis of the specific objectives assigned to the census. In

certain countries, the lack of a plan previously prepared
considerably complicated and prolonged the processing time and
led to the production of data whose importance was quite

secondary, while the priority tables had been forgotten. This

considerably disturbed data evaluation and analysis.

114. Among the 30 censuses whose evaluation had been carried out

in full or in part at the beginning of 1987, the result analysis

had been completed or initiated in 29 of the countries. No

specifics could be secured on the status of data analysis carried
out in the 30th country. Of the 29, four only had prepared an

evaluation, analysis and tabulation plan right from the
preliminary phase. Five had prepared theirs after the
enumeration but before the end of data processing; 17 had done so
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after producing the tables and three had done their work' at

periods which could not be determined. It would seem fortunate

that the recent trend is to prepare evaluation, analysis and

tabulation plans right from the preparatory phase of the census.

Indeed, the information available on 23 censuses conducted from

1982 to 1987 and on four others scheduled for 1987/1988 indicate

that eight countries (the Sudan and Djibouti 1983, Libya and Zaire

1984, Cameroon 1987, 8te d*Ivoire, Mauritania and Central

African Republic 1988) had prepared their evaluation analysis and

tabulation plans during the preparatory phase. Five of the

countries (Zimbabwe 1982, the Gambia, Mauritius and Equatorial

Guinea 1983 and Burkina Faso 1985) had done this after the

enumeration but before the processing and four of the countries

(Ghana, Liberia, Ethiopia and the Congo 1984) had done this

after producing the results. At the time of writing this report,

no information had been received on the 10 other countries

(Guinea 1983, Mali 1987, Morocco 1982, Egypt 1986, Tunisia 1985

and Senegal 1988).

115, Many questions raised on the census can be divided into five

categories, namely geographical and migration data, structural

and natural movement data, socio-economic data, household and

family data and housing data. At the time of finalizing this

report, 16 census analysis reports had been consulted ( 'Cote

dJIvoire 1975, Rwanda 1978, Sao Tome and Principe 1981, Senegal

1976, Tunisia 1975, Zimbabwe 1982, Tanzania 1978, Mali 1976,

Kenya 1979, Zambia 1980, Swaziland 1976, Mauritania 1976, Lesotho

1976, Botswana 1980, Cameroon 1976 and Central African Republic

1975). On considering these reports, it emerged that analysts

did not show the same degree of interest in the five main groups

of data collected.

■U- • All the 16 countries listed above were interested in
studying spatial distribution and internal migration, structural

data and natural movement analysis. The problems of population

density, rural exodus and urbanization were studied. Various

parameters of the population dynamic were estimated and certain

countries even constructed mortality tables before making

projections of total population, active population and the school

age population On the other hand, very few of the

countries had (like Senegal and Morocco) made speculative

projections showing the implications of population increase on

such key sectors as education and employment. It should be

mentioned here that very few of the countries had made an attempt

to process, evaluate and analyse civil registration data. Among

the few attempts reported, it should be mentioned that Burundi

derived from the 1982-1984 data an estimate for civil

registration coverage and demographic parameters.
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H7 With regard to socio-economic data, an impressive quantity

of data had been collected on the characteristics of education

and economic activity. However, even for those censuses

conducted more than seven years ago, the data collected had

neither been evaluated nor analysed. Only a few countries had

conducted a limited analysis of such data and published the

conclusions in their studies. Among these countries were

Mauritius, the Sudan (Red Sea province), Tunisia and Zimbabwe

(1:10 survey). Such countries as the Congo, Equatorial Guinea

and Ghana plan to analyse their data.

118. ln practically all the censuses, the household servey as the

basic unit for enumeration. However, very few of the countries

had studied household and family data and for that reason, the

tabulation had in general been limited to individual

charcteristics. Certain countries had even considered the

information gathered, in particular concerning the line of

kinship with the head of the household, as simple control

variables that were useful only at the time of enumeration and

were not worth coding. In cases, these variables were coded but

not tabulated while in others they had been tabulated but seldom

analysed and interpreted. In the latter case, data on the size,

composition and structure of the household as well as on the

characteristics of the head of the household (which would have

made it possible to have some indication of the lifestyle), had

been rarely analysed. In fact, the analysis of household data is

a recent occurrence and only a very small number of countries had

tried to analyse the household data with a view to planning in

the area of housing and habitat. Among these countries are

Ethiopia (Addis Ababa), Mauritius, the Sudan (Red Sea province),

Tunisia and Zimbabwe (1:10 survey). Morocco has an ambitious

project to analyse the 1982 census data in relation to the

planning of housing and habitat. The project includes an in-depth

study of household characteristics.

Households are also important, not only from the viewpoint

of data collection, but also because they constitute one of the

most important production, consumption and reproduction units.

This is why household data are useful for socio-economic

planning. They are indispensable for estimating the demand for

goods and services, one of whose most important components is the

basic need for shelter. Consequently, it would not be

superfluous to insist on the need to make better use of household

data.

T2o. Before going on to examine what has been done with respect

to housing and habitat data analysis, it would be appropriate to

make a few preliminary remarks on the relationship which exists

between purely demographic data and household statistics.
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121. In most cases, where housing surveys are an operation
distinct from population censues, the latter has been based on
the former. And yet, no effort seems to have beeiTraade to link
the two separately. Even in the case where the two operations
are carried out simultaneously and the information recorded on

the same questionnaire, incorrect and insufficient
identification of details would make it impossible to consider
the two exercises together. What is more, in cases where
sampling had been used, certain difficulties emerged when the
results had to be extrapolated, in particular when the basic data
had been adjusted (in the case of Liberia and the Sudan). This
resulted from the fact that the housing stastistics were based on
the number of housing units rather than on the population. For
instance, the availability of drinking water which varies
according to the size and other characteristics of households was
treated on the basis of the number of households and not the
number of people involved. There was also no idea of the extent
to which the inclusion of housing information had affected the
quality of the other data. The manner in which census agents
reported certain particularly difficult items of information such

as the age of building (year of construction, the number of rooms
and such other details as the type of walls, roofing, floor,
etc.) was not clarified. In some cases, even the tabulation of
housing data was not complete while in others no tabulation at
all had been done. It can therefore be said that of the;, -data
collected during censuses, housing and household information
received the lowest priority in terms of processing and analysis.
A wide variety of information on housing quantity, facilities and
schemes were collected in most countries but only in a few such
as Tunisia and Mauritius were they processed in order to be made

available to users. As has been mentioned earlier, Morocco
intends to conduct an in-depth study of such data. According to
some information, the Gambia will analyse household and housing
data with a view to carrying out housing plans.

In terms of expertise in demographic data analysis, the
information available indicates that in the 30 countries where
data evaluation had been carried out in full or in part, the
evaluation and analysis was entrusted to:

nationals alone in seven countries (Mali, Tunisia
Kenya, Senegal, Ethiopia, the Congo and Libya);

nationals with consultants carrying out support

missions in five of the countries;

resident international experts working alone or
with nationals in 17 countries;

the type of expertise was not specified in the
30th country.
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Data publication

It was mentioned earlier that at the beginning of 1987, the

results of 30 censuses conducted in Africa during the 1980s had

been completely evaluated or were being evaluated. With regard

to publication, 21 countries had published their raw data and the

16 countries which had completed the evaluation and analysis of

their data had all published analytical reports. Among the 16

countries, only 10 had published an administrative and

methodological report. It was not possible to say how many of

these countries have prepared a practical report to address the
specific needs of various users.

124. After the publication of raw data or analytical reports 13
countries organized seminars for disseminating the results of the

census in order to allow planners, decision-makers,

administrators and representatives of various sectors of socio-

economic activity to discuss the census results, the implications

of the observed demographic trends and so on. These countries

included Tunisia, Cote U'lvoire, Mali, Cameroon, Rwanda, Sao Tome

and Principe, Botswana, Comoros, Lesotho, Mauritius, Swaziland,

Tanzania, Zimbabwe and the Congo.

125* The integration of population variables in development

planning is the main objective of demographic data analysis. To

do this, several countries have set up or are setting up

population units in their ministry of economic planning. The

latest units so installed include those of Mali, Niger, Zaire,

the Congo and Cameroon.

Remarks

126. Systematically, the evaluation, analysis and tabulation

plans should be prepared right from the beginning of .census

preparation. This should be done in co-operation with users,

data-processing specialists, systems analysts and data collectors

in order to ensure that the information gathered becomes fully

useful and relevant.

127. Census data analysis should go through the process of simple

demographic analysis in order to associate demographic and socio-

economic phenomena with a view to formulating more effective

development planning policies and programraes.

if a post-census evaluation survey is envisaged, it should

be prepared properly in advance and considered from the beginning

as part of the planning for all the census operations.
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]_29 Prior planning of data analysis and proper definition of the

necessary data should make it possible to avoid collecting data

and information which will not be used. This is one reason why

stress is laid on the need for users and analysts to work

together right from the beginning.

130. Data processing would be easier if the necessary tables are

defined in advance. This means that the data-processing

specialists and systems analysts should be intimately involved in

all the phases of the census right from the planning of the

census exercise.

131. To date, much has been done to analyse purely demographic

data and in particular to study fertility and mortality. These

efforts have resulted, among other things, in the development of

software for demographic data analysis. Similar efforts should

be made to assist those who analyse migration, socio-economic and

other data.

132. To the extent that information on socio-economic activity,

housing and households are derived from administrative sources

and ad hoc operations, it is essential for these data to be used

when analysing the census data.

133. It often happens that there is an inadmissible delay between

data collection and data analysis. Such delays have led to the

abandonment of data for more recent information or to a situation

where the data ceases to be of any importance. An effort should

be made to reduce this delay. However, even if in spite of these

efforts, the data are produced only at the time when they are

already outdated, they should still be analysed and interpreted

because of the lessons that can always be drawn from them.
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STATUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES IN AFRICA, 1982-1987

Sub-region Date of

and country Census Present status

NORTH AFRICA

Algeria Marc h 1987

Egypt November 1986

Libyan Arab August 1984

Jamahiriya

Morocco September 1932

Sudan February 1983

Preliminary census results

have been released in the

quarterly issue; Statistique,

July/Sept., 1987, No.16.

Data processing completed.

Preliminary results released.

Data process ing completed.

The preliminary census results

have been published in four

volumes in Arabic. Data Pro

cessing is in progress.

A volume entitled "Legal

population of Morocco" was

published in November 1983.

Data on the distribution of

the population by sex and age

group and its cultural and

professional characteristics

based on a sample of 5 per

cent of the questionnaires,

are available. A sample of 20

per cent was also being

processed but it is not known

at EGA whether the results

have been published or not.

Population figures for pro

vinces classified by urban,

rural and nomadic were

released in 1985. Administra

tive Report was published in

November 1988 . Evaluation and

analysis of the census data at

national level was expected to

be pubi i shed in 8 volumes.
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STATUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES IN AFRICA, 1982-1987

Sub-region

and country

Date of

Census Present status

Sudan (Cont'd)

Tunisia March 1984

It was also planned to produce

2 volumes at national level

giving information on socio-

economic characteristics and

housing conditions by rural

and urban and also for the

nomadic population.

The following publications

have been published:

Vol.1-Population according to

administrative division.

Vol.2-Housing condition in

Tunisia.

Vol,3-Educational

characteristics

Vol.4-Demographic

characteristics

Vol.5-Economic

characteristics.

WEST

AFRICA

Burkina

Faso

Gambia

December 1985

April 1983

Provisional results were pub

lished in April 1986. Data

processing is under way.

The preliminary census results

were published in June 1983.

A provisional report was pub

lished in March 1986. Data

processing has been completed.

Census analysis has also been

completed and a preliminary

report drafted.
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STATUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES IN AFRICA, 1982-1987

Sub-region Date of

and country Census Present status

Ghana March 1984

Guinea February 1983

Liberia February 1984

Mali

Sierra

Leone

CENTRAL

AFRICA

April 1987

December 198 5

The preliminary census results

have been published. Data

entry, data editing and part

of the tabulation have been

completed. There are plans

to publish the final census

results in five volumes and two

special reports.

The preliminary census results

have been published. Data

processing is under way.

Analysis of the results has

started.

Summary Population Results was

published in 1987. The report

contains graphic and

descriptive analysis of some

salient demographic character-

ristics. Tabulations on

population characteristics are

expected to be reviewed before

publication. Tabulations on
housing conditions have not

yet been produced.

Data processing

progress.

is

The preliminary results have

been published. Data

processing is under wav.

Cameroon April 1987 Data processing is under way
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STATUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES IN AFRICA, 1982-1987

Sub-region Date of

and country Census Present status

Congo December 1984

Equatorial

Guinea

Zaire

July 1983

July 1984

EAST AND

SOUTHERN

AFRICA

Angola 1983

The results of the census have

been published in three

volumes:

Vol. I-Provisional Results

{June 1985),

Vol. II-Preliminary Results

(based on 20% sample)

(June 1988),

Vol.Ill-Final Results (June

1987).

Due to financial constraints,

only Section I (out of 7

sections) of Vol.Ill has been

printed. The others will be

printed progressively as funds

become available.

Data processing and analysis

ace under way.

Provisional census results

were published in December

1984. Processing of census

data on the basis of 10% sample

has been completed but there is

significant difference between

the provisional figures and the

data from the 10% sample and

this is being investigated.

Census was conducted

in Luanda Province

only.
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STATUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES IN AFRICA, 1982-1987

Sub-region

and country

Date of

Census Present status

Comoros September 1980

and July 1981

April/May 1982

Djibouti January 1983

The first census enumeration

was carried out in September

1980 and July 1981 and the pro

visional results prepared. The

Government however set as ide

the results and requested

UNFPA's assistance to carry out

the enumeration again in ten

localities in April/May 1982.

The results of the census were

published in three volumes:

- Vol. I-Demographic Chara

cteristics and

Population

Movement.

- Vol. II~Population Census

Statistical

Te/hTcs.

- Vol.Ill-Analysis of

Housing Census Re

sults and Tables.

A report entitled: Population

and Housing Census (January

1983) - provisional results has

been published. Data

processing was completed in

December 1985. Analysis of the
result is under way.
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STATUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES IN AFRICA, 1982-1987

Sub-region

and country

Date of

Census Present status

Ethiopia May 1984

Lesotho April 1986

Malawi September 1987

The preliminary census results

were published in September

1984. Another volume: Analysis

Report on Results For Addis

Ababa was published in January

1987. Data processing is in

progress. It is planned to

produce about 90 tables at the

administrative area level. At

the time of writing this paper

only tables for Arsi region

have been produced.

The preliminary results of the

population census were

were released in January

1987. Data processing is in

progress. Planned publica

tions include a village

list, census tables, an

analytical report, a users pub

lication and an administrative
report.

A preliminary report has been

prepared and data processing is

in progress.

Mauritius March - May 1983;

July 1983

Somalia November 1986

(Sedentary)

February 1987

(Nomads)

The final census results were

published in six volumes.

First five of the anticipated

eight volumes of analytical

reports have already been pub-

published. The remaining three

were expected to be out by

March 1988.

Data processing in progress.
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STATUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES IN AFRICA, 1982-1987

Sub-region

and country

Date of

Census Present status

Swaziland

Zimbabwe

August 1986

August/September

1982

Data processing in progress.

The preliminary census results

were released in November 1982.

Two volumes have been

published: Main demographic

features of the population of

Zimbabwe (an advance report

based on a 10% sample) and

population projections of

Zimbabwe: 1982 - 2032.

An administrative report should

also have been completed.

It is planned to publish

projections of the populations

of the provinces, rural-urban

areas and other sub-national

areas of the country as

necessary.
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BERGGRAPHIC AND OTHER 3SLBCTED HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS

A. Deiographic 3urveys, 1982 - 198?

Sub-region/ Date and Type

country of Survey

Saaple Sise Present Status Beiarks

NORTH AFRICA

Algeria

Norocco

pbi-j Survey

Demographic arid

Health Survey

lApril-June iW)

Demographic Survey

Tf}00 ever

sarried soieri.

15-4S years q£

age

Report published

in 1935

Preliminary report

published in Oct.

198? and frist

report expected to

be out by June 198E

Report cublisfeed

in' 1

KfiST AFRICA

Benin Deti!?graphic Survey il)l>0 households

faulti-rcund survey;

(1981-83)

Fertility Survey

(1981-82)

Universe! all

woien.15-43

years of a.|e.

l-iri-5 Eub-

Eafspie of the

20030 houseloidt

of tae Ceaogra-

phic Survey was

taken

Data processing

coiplet&d

First reuort

Burkina ?aso Infant Mortality

Survey f[§81-82*

Liberia Desatgraphic and

Health Survey

f F e b. -July 13 B t5 ?

t) 2 3 9 woien,

aged 15-49

irenmnary report

was published in

Harch 1987. Final

report in cr

Ad-hoc survey

Ad-hoc survey

Ad-hoc survey

Part of on

going survey

prograarae

Ad-hoc survey

Ad-hoc survev



Annex II

Page I

Sub-region/ Date and Type

country of Survey

Saiple Site Present Status Beiarks

WEST AFRICA

(Cont'di

Mali

Niger

Senegal

flsacgrapkic Survey 3540 households Preliminary result

(June-July 1985;

Part cf Nation-

Demographic and

Heaith Survey;

Denograpitic and

Health Survey

iHale Survey}

Survey on Deter-

tE of Ferti

VL'v'i woien,

aged 15-4 §

1000 males,

aged 20-55

lity and

Mortality «; 19

Nigeria Fertility

Survey 11981-82)

Dcut 10000

caen

5-^S years

Oeatograuhic and 453$ woaen.

tk Survey el' 15-^ij years

the Qado State, of age

(Seutesber 138S-

January 1987 J

Infant Mortality

Survey f1931-1984 >

Preliminary report

in progress

Preliminary report

in

Principal reports

published in two

vohrcee in 1334

Preliminary report

completed, final

report in progress

Survey Capabi

lity Prograase

(8HSCP1

Ad-hoc survey

Ad-hoc survey

Ad-hoc survey

Ad-hoc Eurvey

Ad-hoc survey

Fart of on

going survey
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Sub-region/ Date and Type

country of Survey

SaapLe Sice Present Statue Reiarks

Senegal

(Cont'd)

adolescent

Fertility Surve;

119 S 5 *

Migration and

Labour Force

Survey J1382 ■

Deraographio and 4415 women,

and Health survsy aged IMS

Aa-noc sarvey

Report published Ad-hoc survey

Preliminary report Ad-hoc survey

published in Jar:.

123". final report

iri progress

Botswana

Kenya

Deaographie

Survey

!138?'S8)

Ethiopia Demographic Survey

Vital Statistics

Survey f Fsb. ISHSi

National Peiogra- 80000

pbic Survey households

June-Deceisber 198-J

Data collection

in progress

Data processing

completed

Data croceEsing

in progress

,,,

Ad-hoc survey

Part of the

National In

tegrated

Household

Survey Frog-

raime tNIHSPl

Part oi SliiSP

Part of on

going survey

cro grannie
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Sub-region/

country

EAST AMD

SOUTHERN

AFRICA

(Cent'dl

Malawi

iCont'dl

Za,bia

Date and Type

of Survey

Malawi Demographic

Surv&y

iUovesber IM'L)

Faaily Formation

Survey

(8ay-July 13341

Demographic

Survey (19871-

Saiple Site

housebo Id~

Rural:50(50 and

Present Status

Heport published

Data processing

in progress

Seiarks

Part of on

going survey

profjraime

Ad-hoc Burve?

Part of the

second phase

Labour Force

Survey

Beato graphic Socio- .,,

Bconoraic Survey

! of the coiiiBOiial

lands'!

iOct.-Nov. 19831

Seports for ccietEonal Part of the

1ande on provincial National

level have been Household

published. Survey Capabi

lity Prograaae

iZHHSCPl
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Sub-region/

country

C8HT8AL

AFBICA

Burundi

Date

of

Deno^T

Healt

Deito?

Realt

and Type

Survej

aphic and

p. Survey

rqaphic and

h Survey

Survey!

Saaple Siee

■)S"0 woieri.

a^ed 15-4S

5« h.b.fd.

Present Status

Preiiiinary report

vis published ir.

tec, 19B7, final

report in prcgreEE

completed, final

report ir, progress

geiarks

Ad-hoo survey

Ad-hoc survej

Central

African

Infant Mortality

Harvey fU!

Aa-hoc s

Rwarida Fertility Surve? Report publishtd Ad-hoc survey.

No information not available at ECA.
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OTHER SBLBCTBC HOUSEHOLD 3URVSY3

1982 - 1987

Sub-region/

Country

Date and Type

of Survey Satple Sice

Deiograpliic Related Topics

Investigated Present Status Seaarks

NORTH

AFRICA

Egypt Labour Force

Sanple Survey

-conducted on

annual rota

tion basis

since 1964

All cities A towns and

a saipie of villages

covered. Over-all

saipling fractions:

0.3S for Cairo 4 Gisa,

Q.&-2X other urban

areas & 0.3-0,rA for

the rural areas

Relation to

hold, sex,

attainment.

employment

of work (if

head of house-

age, educational

aarital status,

status and kind

any)

Conducted on

annual rotation

basis since

1964

R8T

AFRICA

Cote

d'lvoire

Nigeria

Permanent

Household

Survays

(19855

General House

hold Survey

(Annually since

1980)

16000 households Soite of the questions in

cluded were: household coa-

position, level of educa

tion nigration and ferti

lity.

Data collected include

relationship to head of

household, age, sex,

aarital status, survival

of Barents, place of birth,

Provisional re

sults published in

in July 1986

Reports for the

1981/82, 1333/84

and 1984/85

surveys published

Cn-going survey

Part of the

National

Integrated

Survey of House

hold itilSHl

Health and

Nutrition

Survey

(1983/84)

Labour Force

Sample Survey

11983}

2385 households

A little less than

2000 households

language, educational

attainment and economic

activity

ftge, sex, educational level Report published

k literacy, occupation, fer

tility k child mortality,

were covered asong others

Part of NISH

Age, sex, activity and

employment status of the

population were covered

among others

Report published Part of NI3H

conducted annual
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Sab-region/

Country

BAST AND

SOUTHERN

AFRICA

Botswana

Ethiopia

Bite and Type

of Survey

Botswana Family

Health 8urvey

(15341

Rural Realth

Survey

{1382/83}

Saiple Sue

3064 households

Round 1:13256 and

Round 2:12982

households

Beiographic Belated Topics

Investigated

Naae. residence, sex, age

for all iReabers of the

household, Sonen 15-49

years of age were inter

viewed in detail

Relationship to head of

households Bex and age were

investigated araong others

Present Status

Report published

in 1985

Report published

in two volumes

Reiarks

Ad-hoc survey

Part of on

going survey

prograane

(HIBSPt.

No information available at EGA.




