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A. ATTENDANCE AND CORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The second Meeting of Directors of Centres Participating in the Stati-
stical Training Programme for Africa {STPA) was held at ECA headqguarters,
Addis Ababa from 2 to B Novembher 1881. The Meeting was opened by the
Deputy Executive Secretary of the Commissicn.

2. The BOirectors of the following STPA Centres or their representatives
attended the Meeting: Centre européen de formation des statisticiens
economistes des pays en voie de développement (CESD), Paris: Department

of Statistics, Mational University of Lesctho, Maseru; Department of
Statistics, University College of Botswana, Gaborone; Department of
Statistics, University of Ghana, Legon: Department of Statistics, University
of Ibadan: Ecpnle de statistigue d'Abidjan; Eastern Africae Statistical '
Training Centre (EASTC), Dar-es-Salaam; Institut africain e+ mauricien de
statistique et d’ dconomie appliquée [ TAMSEA) :Kigali: Instltut national de
statlstique et d'economie appllquee [INSCA). Rabat, and7Inst1tutddan$§atlst1que
de planification et o' econemie aamtr@uee ~{ISREA), Yaouhde. A repredentative
of .the -Mumich Centre for Advaneceds=kratnin~ in- Applied- SHakisfics. fRor. Eavelop—
ing Countries, a centre associated with STPA, was also present.

3. Participants from the folleowing countries attended in their capacity
as representatives of users of the Centres: Ethicpia, Kenya, the Congo,
Senegal and Zimbabwe.

4. The United Nations Statistical Office, the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities {UNFPA) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) were alsc represented.

5. Representatives of the following bodies alse participated as nbhservers:
Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation (CFTC), Londans Institute for
Development Studies (IDS); University of Sussex, Brighton; International
Statistical Institute (ISI), Voorburg: Institut national de la statistique
et des etudes gconomiques {INSEE), Paris; Ministry of Co-ocperation and
Development, Paris, France; Ministry of Economi¢ Co-operation, Bonn, Federal
Republic of Germany; Statistical Office of the European Communities,
Luxembourg, and tnhe Overseas Development Administration (0ODA), London.

6. The following officers were elected: Chairman, NMNr. L. Diop, Birector
of CESD: Vice-Chairman, Mr. S.I.K. Odeoom, Head of the Department of
Statistics, University of Ghana: Rapporteur, Mr. V.E. Muba, Acting
Oirector of EASTC.

B. AGENDA
7. The following agenda was adopted:

Opening address

Election of officers

. Adoption of the agenda and other organlzational matters

Progress report on the implementation of STPA

Integration of statistics and its implication for teaching

Consideration of the report of the Working Group on
Statistical Organization and Manpower

MW W
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7. Co-operative development of teaching programmes:
(1} "Considsration of. guide ‘syllabius for middle=~ 1evel training
. [1i) "Role of cerftres in training for AHSCP '
:-{iii) Programme of werkshep/seminere ‘
(iv)} Exchange of staff’
8. Technical and financial eseistance
' (i) Fellewenipe : :
¢ii) . Gther assistance =~ :
9. ‘Present state of .research at training centres
10. ‘Dissemination :of dnformaticn on training activities
11. Date and place of: next meeting :
12, Other :business
13.  Adoption of the 'report

. C. -ACCOUNT OF PRDCEEDINGS

Opening. address

8. In his opening:address., the Deputy Executive Secretary gave a brief
account of the historical background to STPA and its objective. STPA had
become operational in 1978 followinhg the recommendation of a special Working
Group that had examined theg problems of shortage aof- statistical pereennel '
in the regiaon. To achieve the objective of making Africa reasonably self-
sufficient in statistical personnel by the end of the 1980s, some centres,
designated as centres participsating #n the STPA, Were to be assisted. UNDP
had helped to launch the programme started by allocating a sum of 1.3 million
United States dollars from 1ts regional component for the period July 1878
to December 1381. Many other agencies had since given direct help to the
programme. He thanked all the various egenC1es for their past help and

the continued interest being ehewn by them as evidenced by their presence

at the meetlng :

9. ‘He then recalled the deliberatiens of the first meeting of the. directors
and drew attention to the fact that, although certain topics would have been
covered when reviewing the progress made since last: meeting.'theee items were
none the liess 1isted on the arendas for separate consideration. Thay WETa:

:(a) Co-operative development of teaching programme
(b} Technical and financial assistance’ -
{c)] Dissemination of information on teaching ac‘tivitie's.=

10. Under co-operative development, the issues which were to bs discussed
include the role of the STPA centres if training personnel for the African
Household Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP), consideration of guide
syllabus for middle-level personnel at English- and French-spsaking centres,
the programme of workshops/seminars and staff exchanges among STPA centres.

11. On the subject of technical and financial assistance, the leputy
Executive Secretary announced that the UNDP had agreed to continue its
regional support for the STPA (including 5pecial assistance to the Portuguese-
speaking African countries) with a sum of $US2 million for the five-year
period January 18682 to December 1988. "He thanked the UNTP for its continued
support. - ' T S
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1z, Although ECA would continue to seek regional support for the programme.
he called on the Directors to urge their Dovarmments to make use of their
respective indicative planing fipures (IPF) for statistical training.

That was all the more necessary 3s the ragional funds couli nol azet

the requirements of the region. and secondly because many aspects of S5TPA
were better financed at the country level.

13. He -then informed the meeting that the reaction to the request placed
before the European £concmic Tormmunity (ECC) for regional funding of the

STPA was not yet known.

Progress Report on the Implemantation of STPA (item 4)

i4, R:representative of the sscretariat irmiroduced the item on the basis
of document ST/ECA/STPA/LIM2/]. STPA had expanded rapidly in the last two
years, following a transiticnal period devoted primarily to organizational
questions. Project perscnnel hsd been performing their functions for a
large part of that period, ir spite of some changes, especially with regard
te statistical training advisers posts. Nevertheless, the work load was
such that it seemed necessary to strengthen the team by recruiting a thirc
statistical training adviser.

15. Assistance to STPA centres had continued, particularly in the form
of visitine professors in various specialized fields and fellowships for
the training of trainers. Consultation missions hacd alse been sent to
various organizations and donor agencies to ascertain the possibilities
of their prdviding assistence to STPA. The develcopment of STPA required
the concerted efforts of &ll bilateral and multilateral assistance bodies
interested in staetistical trazinine irn Africa. The reesional component
financed by UNDP was, in that context, a mechanism which made it possible
to co-ordinate activities ancd operate in specific arsas.

16. The guestion of special assistance to Portuguese-speaking countries
in statistical training had beenr given all due consideration during the
period under review. The countries of the group, at a meeting of their
representatives had recommended the rerionalization of the Lubango Centre
in Angola to train the required middle-level statistical personnel.

17. Finally, the secretariat, in accordance with the recommendation of

the first Meeting of Oirectors of STPA Centres, had prepared a guide
syllabus for the training of middle-level statistical personnel in English-
and French-speaking countries. Moreover, information on statistical
training activities bad continued to be disseminated in the STPA News end
the Directory of STPA Centr2s. Those matters would be taken up again under
other agenda items.

18. The Meeting commended the secrstariat for its work over the past two
years in implementing STPA. In view of the incressed activities, it
strongly hmped_fhat appropriate sclutions would be found so that an
additional statistical trainirg adviser could be recruitec.
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18, The guestion of the training of trainers was discussed at length,

Some participants felt that trainine was hampered by the lack of qualified
candidates, thers maintained that one of the major preblems lay in the
inadequate status of teaching staff., A related nroblem was the regidity

of civi! service regulations. In some countries, such reculations containey
@ list of training establishkments recognized by the State fer the purpose of
Joining the varicus branches of the civil service, which limited training
possibilitiss. Morecver, the lesal status of STPA Uentres often precluded .
the recruitment of agtaliflied Africens interestac in teaching when they were
not nationals of host codntries. It was suggested that the secretariat

should draw the attention of authorities to thosno problems durine missions .
to countries in order to fird appropriate solutions. The question of the ’
deployment of graduates after training was alse raised and, 1f possibie,

an over-all solution should be found in the context of STPA. The Meeting

considered in general that, instead of acopting ad _hec solutions, medium-
and lang-term planning should be carried out with respect to the training
of trainers for the STPA centres.

The secretariat reminded them of the procedure and sugrested that it should
be included in the next issue of STPA News.

Z21. Many participants agreed that in future steps should be taken to
establish a structure for the training of trainers in Africa. They were
refering to an economice solution thet would be better adapted to conditions
in Africa and would ensure that the candidates trained would ectually be
used. Some STPA centres were ahaout to strengthen their activities in that
area. In that context, there were plans in the long term to relocate

CESZ, the only STPA centre locaterd outside the region, to Africa. It was
suggested that the French-speaking centres in particular might train
certified ingénieurs statisticiens-fccromistes as trainers by means. of
organized and supervised field research which would he incorporated into
the centres’' curricula. Such research mizht lead to the coctorat du
troisieme cycle. The hope was expressed that financing for that type of
trainer training micht be consideread favourably within the context of STPA,

22, It was felt that the training of trainers in Africa could be _
supplemented by short-term trainingy outside the region. Some STPA centres
had already avopted surch a policy. Some particicents mentioned the lack
of information concerning such training possibilities, The secretariat
stated that it intended to distribute information on the courses provided
by training institutians outside Africa. The representative of the Munich
Centre preovided information on the Centra's activities and the available
documentation pertaining to them. One participant requested that a
directory should be prepared of ail centres which might train trainmers.

23. As concerned visiting lectuers, emphasis was placed on the difficulties
involved in identifying candidatés and in the recruitment process. First,
ECA received applications from the STPA centres for visitin: lecturers.

It then contacted possible candidates to ascertain their interest and
avallability and to obtain their particulars. After that, ECA sent the
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names and particulars of the candidates to the centres cancerned far their
approval.  ECA them made offers to the selected candidates who, following
thelr acceptance, had to receive clearance from their employers. It was
only at that time that ECA issuved the travel authorization and the in- :
structions for the payment of the daily subsistence allowance. It was _
mentiongd that CESD, in collaboration with INSEE, had been of great assist-
ance in identifying candidates for the French-speaking centres. It was
suggested that the centres themselves should, in so far as possible, submit,f
to ECA the names and addresses of those lectursrs they wished to host. o
The represetnative of NDA informed the Meeting that there was a directory
"of consultants in the United Kingdom which might facilitate the identifi-
cation of visiting professors from that country. The secretarilat asked

to be sent copies of the directory as well as similar directories from-
other countries. The Meeting was also informed of the existence of .a
directory of African statisticians, produced by ECA, which had been af
great help in 1dent1fying African consultants. With a view to speeding

up the recru1tment nrocess, .the secretariat recommended that requesting
centres should rapidly inform the Commission by ctable whether or not .they
accepted the proposed candldates.

24, Une participant remarked that it was difficelt to make requests fcr
visiting lecturers in advance because such requests were made when his
centre encounters. preblems of resources.. The. secretariat noted that
requests fram that centre for aesistance in certain specific areas were
received at regular intervals. It was therefore sugwested that the centre
should appraise the Commissien in advance of foreseeable needs, with the
understanding that excepticnal requests would be taken into consideration
within. the limits of available resources.

25, The Meeting reccmmended that the secretariat should draw up a questicn-
naire on the annual needs of the STPA centres for fellowships for the
training of trainers and visiting lecturers. . The gquestionnaire would bs

sent toc the various centres, which would then cemplete them and return them
to ECA. It would be assumed that those centres that did not return their
questionnaires within two months wculd have no requests 1n those areas.

26. The Meeting also requested that taking. inte account the rapidly in-
creasing demands for statisticians, the secretariat should update the 1877
study on the evaluation of statistical training needs.  The se:retariat
noted that that was already included in its programme of work. " The 1977 .,
figures were revised periodically and still constituted a reascnable base
for carrying out work pn implementing STPA. ~The results of the new survey
would make it possible to make any neceesary adjustments.

27. The representative of EASTC stated that EEC had indicated its willinp-
ness to finance part of the construction programme of his centre.

28. The. representative cF Senegal stated that the Colleae de statistique
of the Ecole nationale d'économie appliguée de Dakar would begin during
the current year to offer regional services by training 1ngénieurs des
travaux statistiques for the countries of the Sahel, The centre asked

for assistance in the form of visiting lecturers and Fellcwships for the
training of trainers.




ST/ECA/PSD.2/189
Page 6

28, _Cnmments were made on the possibility of links between the STPA
centres and universities located ocutside Africa with a good reputation in
the area of statistics as distinct from the concept of Associate Centres,
which was discussed elsewhere in the report. The ISI representative re-
ported that certain universities in the United Kingdom and guite possibly
glsewhere, had begun to develop links of that type.. The details varied

but one possibility was that & student registered for an M.8%c. in his home
(e.g. African) university might spend part of his time in the other centre.
Tt was noted that, of course, the details of such links need to be carefully
worked out. ’ .

Integration of Statistics and its Implications for Teaching (item 53}

30, In introducing the background document entitled "The Integration of
Statistics and its Implicetion for Teaching” (ST/ECA/STPA/DM2/2) the
secretariat referred to the problem of communication among statisticians.
There existed a communication gap at both the national and the international
jevel. Reference was also made to the conclusion of the Conference of
Commonwealth Statisticians that the education system of most countries did
not produce persons with the right training for work in government statistical
offices. Two issues which had been discussed at length in the international
context were also raised for discussion in relation to the Afrimn situation.
They related to methods of training statisticians and specilalizatiocn, and
their relationships to the communication gap. Various options for bridging
the gap were outlined. : : '

31. In the discussion which followed it was stressed that the problem

was not so much with specialization but with the methods of training. It

was recalled that in the East African subregion those questions had been
examined in detail before and the present course content of the Eastern
African Statistical Training Centre had taken into account the need for

the integration of statistics. The trainees of the centre had been found

to be useful not only in statistical offices but in other institutions where
they had worked. At the university level, the Institute of Statistics and
Applied Econcmics (ISAE) at Makerere University had instituted a degree -
known as B.Stat which took into account the main elements of integration.
That made it possible for the institute to have two course, the 8.Sc for

the academically inclined and the B.Stat for the professional trainee.

It was sugpgested that in looking at the problem of integration the experiment
at ISAE should be studied. In that cornexion, the secretariat indicated that
an evaluation of the ISAE experiment should be undertaken before any

proposal to extend it to other institutions could be considered. The
available evidence did not support the view that by merely emphasising
applications in syllabuses and using tutors with limited practical experience,
the institutions produced an "integrated® or “professional” statistician.

The Meeting was however informed that in evaluating the B.Stat course at
ISAE, it should be noted that the intake for the course was almost totally
confined to. in-service trainees with a langth of working experience in
national statistical services and also some of the teaching staff hitherto
had had operational working experience. Furthermecre the national statistical
services of the subregion had found statisticians who had undergone B.Stat
course to be very useful. ' ' S
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32. The Meeting censidered that intepration was desirable but that it

could be achieved more effectively by improvements in the methads of training
which produced a proper mix of theory, methods and applications. However

it was stressed that experience on the job could not be replaced by any

kind of formal trainming. but such training could minimize the period spent

orn training on the job. There was also the need for changes in course
centent at some of the centres especially if integration implied that
training of statisticians who were a“aptable to all arcas of application

and all kinds of warking qltua*loﬁs. It wzs, however, considered inasppropriate
to feature a large collection of official statistics in the syllabus since
they did not gererally help in attaining the objectives of intecration. The
secreteriat peinted out that mecst African training centres featured courses -
in officiel statistics in ane form or another. For example, the University
of Ibadan offered at the underzraduate level a course cn"official statistics®
and, at the Master's degree level. & caourse on “Topics in theo methodoleooy

of official statistics” The University of Ghana was ccnsiderlng similar
arrangements in its statist:u:n programme.

33. The Meeting also nuted that the stage at which spec1allzat10n usually
took place ‘at African trianing centres did not affect intepgration,. Students
usually specialized the M.Sc. or higher levels.

34, Stress was laid on the period of apprenticeship eithar as part of a
degree programme or outside it. That period could be as long as one year.
References were made to existing arrangements both in the English- and
French-speaking institutes relating to attachments to statistical institutions
during training. The secretariat pointed out however that there was need

for proper direction of those programmes of attachment. The experience in-
many cases had been that, without proper guidance from the institutes, the
period of attachment turned ocut to be largely wasted.

35, With respect to the question of the implication of the proposed re-
orientation in course centent. the Meeting referraed to the practice in some
institutes whereby some of the lectures were given by a practising statisti-~
cian from government ard other statistical instituticns. In addition
lecturers took part in surveys or other statistical activities carried out
by government statistical offices or other agenciss,

36. It was also stressed that in any kind of arrangements the aim of
training statisticians was to mept country needs and that, to that end,
different kinds of syllabusss and cuifferent opticrs would be needed. The
practice of students selecting universities or courses not appropriate to
their needs was highlighted. The cerntres were urged toc play a more positive -
role in guiding students who were recommended for training by them under

the "training of trainers® scheme. Sandwich courses were alspo sugpested

as a way of acquiring the necessary practical experience.

37. In conclusion, the Meeting stressed that Africans should not regard
themselves merely os users of importecd technigues. There should be an
attempt to look at the needs of African countries and to relate the stati-
stical technigues to the relevant thecry tc meet tlgsc neesds.
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The course contant at each level should therafore take into account all
relevant issues bearing in mind that the needs of today might be different
from those at the end of the centu Thus,not only there was need for
periodic reviews of syllabLses'bu%;centres should be encouraged to allow
their teachers to update their expertise continuously.

C0n51derat10n ef the report of the Working Group on Statistical
Organization and Manpower (item B)

38. The representative of the sacretariat explained the main conclusions
of the Working Group held thes nrevious wesk. Same of the issues, including
the reorientation of training courses to meet actual reguirements in re-
spect of statistical personnel, had already been examined in connexion

with the integration of statistics. The ™Meeting ther decided %o confine
its discussion to three main issues- regionalization, ©3P and research.

39. On the guestion of regieonalization, a careful examination was made

of current proposals to make African statistical centres more regional in
character. It was felt that a more preciss meaning and purpose of region-
alization was needed. ECA noted that regionalization involved the establi-
. shment of institutional arrangements which helpad to meet national needs
through optimal use of centres within a country and outside the country.

40. To that end, two kinds of institutional arrangement could be identified.
Firstly there was the situation in which national Centres offered training
facilities to other countries, which was the case with most STPA member
centres at present, Secondly there could be a form of arrangement when two
or more countries jointly financed the running of a particular centre. It
was the second of those options that had been the subject of recent
proposals and concerned centres such as EASTC and ISAE. Those centres had
been established with UNOP support and such support had not been withdrawn
or was in the process of being withdrawn. The Governments of the countries
in which such centres were located were either oblired in terms of project
agreement to take over the financial obligatlonq or unable te fund the
operations of such centres adegquately so as to enable them to centinue to
operate and render facilities on a regional basis as originally intended
and desired. Hence the problem and the need to restructure the operational
arrangemesnts. :

41. A number of directors attending the meeting described their own
situations with respect to regionalization. All centres were providing
regional services but, in other respects, there was considerable variation
among centres. From that it was further concluded that, even within the
context of an over-all plan for regionalization, it would be necessary to
make special arrangements for esach individual centre. Examples were gilven
of centres established from the outset as regional centres from external
sources. When such external sources were withdrawn the centres became
national centres but still continued to offer regional services. The
Meeting therefore felt that, in examining ihe problem, cognizance should
be taken of those fact.
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42.  The Meeting acknowledged that a move towards fuller regionalisation

of certain centres could have a number of distinct advantages. One was

the preference expressed by donor agencies for assisting regional_rathér
than national projects. In that connexion the Meetinpg welcomed a statement
by the EEC representative in support of regionalisation and was pleased teo
note that assistance would be given to the Dar-es-Salaam centre in de-
veloping its infrastructure.

43. Other advantages included the possibility of enlarging same centres
to make them more cost-effective, so that the resulting concentration of
training activities led to better services for user countriss which could
afford their own centres. Regional centres would also be a convenient
means of introducing new kinds of training facilities. The case of the
Castern African subregion was cited as an example of one where for many
years the regionalisation sentiment had besen very strong.

44, While supporting a move towards fuller regionalisation, the Meeting
felt that there were some attendant dangers and that arrangements would
have to be worked out carefully over a long period. The first requirement
in converting any centre to regional status was a clear commitment to its
suppert and use by several countries. Such a commitment involved financial
obligations and it must be clearly demonstrated that they wsre being met
before external support could be expected. Recent experience had shown
that a considerable amount of time was needed in negotiating the joint
sponsorship of ¢entres in the region and in obtaining external assistance.
The Meetins believed that careful attention had to be given to all such
questions if efforts to regionalise individual centres were to prove
successful. Against that, it was observed that the more traditional
arrangement under which national centres provided regional services had 1in
fact not resulted in too many financial problems as far as those national
centres were concerned. '

45. In the shorter term greater regionalisation was believed to be a means
of achieving the necessary increase in the output of STPA centres, despite
staffing problems. It was noted that in the longer term the need for
regionalisation might diminish as more countries developed their own stati-
stical traiming facilitises particularly at the middle level.

46. The meeting examined the question of selecting centres for partici-
pation in a mroe fully regionalised programme and emphasised that the number
involved should be fairly small. 1In addition it felt that the total
number of centres participating in STPA should not be allowed to proliferate.
It concluded that a plan for the development of statistical training is
needed for the continent as a whole to ensure that efforts towards region-
alisation are rational and effective.

47. The role of ECA and STPA was considered in relation to the reglonal-
isation proposals and it was noted that significant information and co-
ordination services would be reqguired. ECA would have to assume the leader-
ship in formulating @ comprehensive nlan and must alsc have a strong
influence in the selection of participating centres. In Connexion with the
latter it was proposed that a2 set of criteria should be. established and

some suggestions were made, taking copnizance of gg‘jurq'and_de facts

status of centres respectively. s
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48. The United Matiens Statistical Office indicated that it would support
regionalization if required to do so. The proposals had some advantages
but there were related funding problems and caution was needed. -The effort
to regionalise training of stacisticians in Africa should not hastily
supplant well-esvablished national centres.

49. With regard to data processing, the Meeting fully appreciated current
problems and helieved that they may be contributing to the delays in '
publishing official statistics and the data collected @nore directly through
surveys, etc. Nevertheless it was stressed that computers must be accepted
as an essential factor 1n the processing and dissemination of data in
Africa, particularly now that cheaper eguipment was becoming available,.

and tnat it was necessary to learn how to use those facilities effectively.
Within that context some manual processing supportec by suitable equipment
would continue to have a role to play. '

50, Current data processing problems were attributed to difficulties in
making appropriate organizational arrangements within statistical services,
the rapid change in technology which lead to problems in selecting effective
processing methods and lack of experience in using the technigques. ‘It

was noted that, in solving those problems. an gffort had to be made to
imposed the discipline reguired by new data processing arrangements.

51. The representative of INSEA infarmed the Meeting about the absence:

of students from cther French-speaking African countries in the two computer
science divisions of his Centre (adjoints technigues programmeurs and
ingénieurs analystes). He expressed the wish that fuller use should be

made of the facilities at INSEA.

52. A third topic considered by the meegting was research. There was

full apreement with the preceding working group that research is a necessary
activity of national siatistical services but it was emphasised that their
work in this area must be co-ordinated with the related activities of
universities. Formal arrangements for this purpose ave nucessaly to ensure
continuity.

Co-operative Development of Teaching Programmes (item 7]

(1) Consideration of guide syllabus for middle-levc} training

53. The secretariat introduced this item by recalling the recommendation
of the last Meeting of Directors thet guide syllabus for middle-level
traintng shaould be prepared. After the adaption of that recommendation,
two consultants, one for the French-language Centres and the other for the
English-language centres, were invited to prepare draft syllabuses for

the two educational systems bearing in mind possible language problems

and the different educational systems of the two language groups.

54. " The main objective of the exercice was to procduce a giide syllabus
taking into consideration:

(a) Existing syllabuses:

(b) Intra-language ETOUP differences:

{e) Inter-language group differences:

(d) Duties to be performed by the train=es



ST/ELA/PSD.2/19

Page 11
(e} Possitility of standardization in terms of
. . terminology and .quality of trainingy and
(f) Possibility of an integrated programme for hboth -
language groups
55. The Consultant for the French-language centres introduced document

ST/ECA/STPA/DM2/3.1, on the'guide syllabus for the training of middle-
level statistical personnel in French-speaking African countries.

56 . He said that the document had been produced after a careful examination
of available syllabuses at ECA, visits to some centres and statistical

offices. His own previous exprience as both a trainer and user had aIsq
been helpful in the exercise. L '

57. He then gave the principal objectives barn in mind in producing the
syllabus, which were aimed at fostering the development of students with
aptitude for mathematics and those with a practical turn of mind. They

were to prepare well informed statistical wakers:to train efficient and
productive administrators; and to deviss & flexible programme that could
prepare the ground for the more capable students to acquire higher training.

58. The agents technigues syllabus was presented under the following
subject matter groups:

{a) General studies: ceomprising mathematics, numerical
computation, French, English, economics, geography
(b} Basic statistics comprising statistical preparation and
‘ descriptive statistics . R
(c) Economics. and computer &ciences:

- Business accounting

- Genegral economics

- National accounts

- General computer processing
(d) Applied. statistics: ; '

~ Demography

- Extarnal trade

- Price statistics

- Industrial statistics

- Labour statistics

- Agricultural statistics’

- Transpert statistics

- Public finance and accounting
{e) Practical application:

. - a four week internship programme
The duration of the programme was one YEar.
59. For the adjoints techniques syllabus which would be studied in two

years, the subject matter prouping was essentially the same as for the
agents technigues syllabus, +he standard of course being higher.
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60. Bearing in mind the possible administrative duties of trainees at
that level and other pertinent points, some topics had been added under
appropriate subject groupings. - They included statistical organization

and preparation, notions of civil and commercial law, statistical analysis,
survey theory and practice, development and planning.

B1,. A representative of the secretariat introduced document ST/ECA/STPA/
BM2/3.2 containing. . the guide syllabus for subdegree training in statistics
in English-speaking African countries.

62. Taking as a benchmark the programme of the Eastern Africa Statistical
Training Centre (EASTC) Dar-es-Salaam, the programmes of many other

centres had been examined. The final syllabus was & blend of ideas from.
the various sources.

63. The objectives at both the certificate and the diploma level remained
essentially the same as for the French-languare programme. T '

64. The certificate syllabus had as its core subjects

(al Economics
: Micro-economics
Macro-economics
Applied economics including economic geocgraphy
(b} Mathematics : : . : :
{c) Statistics ‘ o .
Statistical theory and methods - ‘
Applied statistics with general pfficial statistics and
various areas of application such. as agricultural
statistics, national accounts, etc.
(d) Practicals . .
(e) Field project invelving a survey on a selected topic

E5. The course was expected to be completed in a year with entrants having
some O-level background and experience in statistical office.

66, The diploma syllabus which was at a higher level than the certificate
syllabus contained the same subject groupings.

67 . Apart from the higher standard, more options were included in the
areas of application under applied statistics plus organization and super-
vision of statistical work. The programme could be undertaken either as a
two- or three-year course after school or as a one- or two-year follow up
to the certificate course.

68. After the presentation of the syllabuéés, the secretariat drew attentior
to the main issuves on which some positive recommendations were expected to
arise from the discussion. They were :

{al Terminclogy: R o : - .

(b) Core subjects to be offered and their relative welghting:
(c) Other subjects to be offered;:

(d) Integration of the two language systems;
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(e} Location of training at the level in question whether within
a University or not:

{f) The problem and nature of apprenticeship/internship:

(g) Implications of an agreed syllahus for career prospects and
future training of products of the middle-lsvel training:

(h) Format to be adapted in the final presentaticn of recommended
puide. ' :

683. Subject to some supeestions an possible improvement of the proposed
syllabuses, the syllabuses were by and large found. acceptable to the Mesting.

70. Among the points on which the Meeting wanted some clarificatlon and
modifications, if necessary, were:

(a) Time (hours} allecation tc. the different topics partlcularly
rn the Eng*lsb speaking programme;

(b) Socme trimming'of the number of applied statistics options which
-presented the essential spirit witheout an unduly unwieldy list of excessive
length; ‘

{c) TIrnclusion of socciology:
td¢)  Inclusion of some elements of tax systems under economics;

=y Addition of comparative evaluaticn of available softwares and
computer languages: : :

(f) Need to consider training o? camputing sta?F pBr se as distinct
from training of =tatisticians with knowledge of dats processing.

71. Or the main issues the follogwing conclusions were drawn:

(a)l The terminology used at present could continue as laong as no
confusion arose;

_ ip) Ebonom4cs, statistics and mathematics were agreed as the core
subjects, subgoct to the observations alreacy made on matters of details;

(2} Studies in sociolepy were considered essential and should
be included: French should be introduced in the English-language centras;
some elements of commercial and business law. as contained in the French-
language programme scemed desirable-

(d} Interlanguage group integration was censidered ideal but could
be svolved only cautiously with time. For the time being ECA should make a
start by identifying commor arsas where integration could be mors easily-
and reallstlca]ly ac hleve : :

[e) The generél view is that location would ﬁppend on the prevailing
circumstances in each country:
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(f} With regard to apprenticeship/internship. the propasals in the
guide for acquiring practical skill through projects, field work or direct
attachment to cfficzs were accepted:

(g) Concerning implications for career prospects and further training,
it was agreed that flexible syllabuses such as the proposed ones which made
further treining possible should be adopted:

(hl In terms 5T presentaticn, the French-language format should be
followed, with the necessary adaptation.

72. Finally it was the view of the Meeting that any syllabus adopted
should be adhered to as much as possible when teaching particularly to
ensure that users had confidence in the products of the programme,

(ii) Statisticel training for AHSCP

73. In introducing the paper on statistical training feor African House-
hold Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP) (ST/ECA/STPA/DM2/4), representative
of the secretariat nointed cut that AHSCP was a big challenge for African
countries designed t3s build up a durable capability for conducting hausehold
surveys on-a permanent and continuing basis and thus to meet . a large part

of 'data needs for planning and policy making., The success of the programme
depended on the availability of a large number of professional, sub-
professicnal and other statistical persannel with various types of expertise,
skill and training. In that rerard the centres participating in STPA

could pley an important role. :

74, He then summarised the suggestions made in the paper. At the pro--
fessional !evel the centres could erganise twe types of formal training
courses for AHSCP, j.e., general and specialised. The general course

would concertirat: mainly on survey organization from the point of: view of
the objectivses of AMSCP. The specialized courses could cover specific
topics such as survey management, survey methodology, individual subiect
fields like economic statistics, apricultural statistics, labour statistics,
etc, cartogiaphy, computer programming and systems analysis. In addition
the centres could organize refresher courses and workshop sessions on
househeld si'svayve far professionaals engazed in that kind of work., For
sub-professicnals, in-service training, either at the centres or at national
statistical offices. through practical proiect work was sugpesied,

75. In the course uf the discussions several participants pointed out
that the present =yl.abuses of the. centres covered some of the subject- .
fields coming under AMSCP and in some cases the practical work assignments
related to househnld surveys. Additional details were also provided by
some of the participants. For example, the University of Botswana has
started & specilal one-year course on survey . research methods. The
University ot Ibadan ran summer courses on sample survey technigues and
methodology. The centres at Abidjan and Yaounde had hosted two seminars on
household stvrveys and agricultural statistics respectively organized by

the Munich Coentre. The Munich Centre intended to run two four-month courses
in 1382 on houssshold statistics, in English and French respectively. in
the United Kingdom the University of Ffast Anglia offered & course on census
cartography and the University of Kent one on agricultural statistics.
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75. Segveral participants identified areas where training was specially
called for in the context of AHSCF. The areas mentioned were agricultural
statistics, electronic data processing and systems analysis, cartography.,
geogranhy;_aCcuunts and repcrt writing. With regard to cartography, 1t was
mentioned that an ability to read and interpret maps was essential for

middle level staff and at professional level ability to co-ordinate various
sources of cartographic information and maps was neecded. It was stated

in that context that conditions varied from country to cduntry and in matters
of training a flexihle approach should be maintained.

77. The gensral opinion of the participants was that the regular courses
offered by the centres at present at middle and under-graduate level were
adequate -for the personnel reguired for AHSCP, although the number turned
out might not be sufficient. The main deficiency was in giving a practicai
orientation towards the type of work required for AHSCP. In that context
several participants emphasised the need for organizing refresher courses
and workshops at the regional or country level. It was sugprested that the
workshops should be specially structured to concentrate on specific topics.
The courses organized by ‘the Munich Centres on the African continent were
also commended. The representative of CFTC mentioned that his agency would
be interested in assisting financially in the orrganisation of training
workshops in developing Commonwealth countries. :

78. The secretariat summarised the various points of discussions and
expressed the view that, although the existing middle-level courses offered

by the centres were adequate, the same could not be said about professional
courses. The professional statisticians coming out of centres did not

exactly know how to use the tools. Therefore, it was rnecessary to have a
proper mixture of theory, methods end application in the professional courses.

An example was given in regyard to the analysis of survey data. ‘At present
the statisticians lacked capability for in-depth analysis of data, although
they could garry out routine analysis. In particular, AHSCP envisaged inter-
linking the results of different surveys. Mighly sophisticated techniques

of analysis were needed for that and the centres should cater to such

requirements.

79. The sacretariat pointed out that survey statisticilans often lacked a
forum to take their actual problems for solution. Therefore, training
workshops and in-service training could be organized specifically to fill

that need. Another alternative, as in the case of WFS, was to have a central
place where the survey data could be taken and expert advice would be  available
for handling such data. .In general, the -centres participating 4in STPA

should not just limit themselves to the training of personnel. They should
reach out to the national statiétiqal offices, concern themselves with the

_ many survey problems which arose .and offer their expertise and services to

solve such: problems.
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(1ii) Workshop and seminar programmes, 1982-13983

80. The item was introduced by a representative of the secretariat and
mentibn was made of the need to know the workshop and seminar programmes
and to distribute them to the region's training centres and statistical
services. The objective was to have a permanent treining system so that-
skills could be kept constantly up to date. The Meeting was then informed
cf the workshop and seminar programmes for 1982 and 1983 of those training
institutes which had responded to ECA's reqguest.

81. The representatives of the various training institutes were requested
to provide the Meeting with all necessary details concerning their workshop,
seminar and short-term course programmes for 1982 and 1983 so that STPA
could compile them in a publication to be distributed throughout the region.
The nesd was str@ssed for African training centres to give consideration

to developing co-operation in organizing workshop and seminars.

82. The Deputy Oirector of the Ecole de statistigue d'Abidjan spoke about
the seminar on agricultural surveys that his school had organized with
assistance from the Munich Centre and noted that participants had expressed
great interest in the organization ©f Such activities in Africa. He ex-
pressed the hope that many such activities would be organized in the region
and said that the school was willing to serve as & venue and to collaborate
in the organization of workshops and seminars in the future.

83. The Oireétar of CESD described the waorkshops and seminars that had

been organized by the Centre. The goal of the refresher training on stati-
stical data processing financed by the French Ministry of Co-operation and
Development was not to train computer scientists but to provide statisticians
working in statistical offices with the data processing knowledge necessary
to ensure an effective dialogue with computer scientists. He also mentioned
the d1FF1cu1t1es in financing scholarships for participation in the refresher
training, as a result of which the training had never had a full complement
of participants. In 1980, the Centre had organized, with European centres
for advanced training and dornor agencies such as EEC, ODA and the French
Ministry of Co-operation, a meeting to exchange views and experiences and

to avoid any overlap in their training activities. In 1881, at the request
of several African training centres, a workshop on the training of ingénieurs
des travaux statistiques had been held at the Centre. The workshop had

been used essentially far an in-depth exchange of views for the purpose of
‘ensuring that ingénieurs des travaux statistigues were continually brought
into line with the needs of their countries. This workshop had been financed
by EEC and the French Ministry of Co-operation and Development. It had
adopted a series of recommendations which would be implemented as from 1882
with technical assistance from CESD and INSEE Co-operation Office and financial
support from EEC and the French Ministry of Co-operation and Development.

84, Several participants deemed the information on the workshops and
seminars very useful and conseguently requested STPA to reproduce and
distribute it widely.
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85. The representative of INSEA at Rabat said that' his institute’s
workshop end seminar programmes, which had been submitted to participants,
were an integral part of the Institute's curriculum. INSEA had not vyet
undertakaq such training activities for outsiders because of problems of
Financing,:butlit,was prepared to provide any assistance in the organization .
of such workshops and semdinars, especlally on sampling techniques, provided
that financing could be found. ' '

BE. The Meeting felt that the suggestion of the representative of INSEA
on the possible organization of workshops on sampling techniques was very
interesting in the context of the African Household Survey Capability
Programme [(AHSCP). STPA was asked to participate in the organization of
such a workshop. : .

87. The Director of IAMSEA at Kigali agreed that it was valuable to
organize workshops and seminars., The Institute would set up such bodies as
soon as it was in a8 position to do so. , P

68. EASTC at Dar-es-Salaam was in the process of setting up wotkshop.and
seminar programmes and would inform STPA of them in due courses.

88. The CFTC representative stated that STPA could help to identify the
seminars and workshops which might be of ifterest to the region. The
experience of third world countries of other reglons in the organization

of workshops and seminars could be helpful. CFTC was prepared to respond
positively to requests for organizational facilities. MNevertheless, requests
for financial assistance should originate with the Directors of the training
centres. He also noted that such workshops could extend their scope %o
subjects dealing with the development of statistical information needed for
development plans which weare increasingly being used with an extensive level
of geographic disaggregation.

90. It was noted that the Overseas Development Administration would also
consider bilateral technical assistance for seminars and workshops by
providing the services of lecturers or other experts. It would be helpful
if requests for assistance were made as well in advance as possible.

91. In conclusion, the secretariat was requested to distribute to parti-
tipants as soon as possible the document which served as the basis for

that item, in spite of the fragmentary nature of the information it contained,
and to continue efforts to caomplete andtéirculate such information,

(iv) Exchange of staff

92, A representative of the secretariat introduced the item by recalling
the opening address of the Deputy Executive Secretary who had drawn attention
to the need:to make:optimal use of limited rescurces within the region
particularly in terms. of the staff available in the region.

93. OGne way of doing so was by exchanging staff among centres. That
practice was already applied informally, especially among the French-speaking
ctentres. Recently, through STPA, the practice had started in the English-~-
speaking centres.
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4. From the experience so far, it had become necessary to find a way of
formalizing such arrangements.

35, - Dhé'possibility was to . have an advance 1ist of staff from varigysg
centres including non-STPA centres who might be available to undertake
assignments at other cenfres, Such a list would contain information on
the available staff, time dfﬂayailability, area of interest etc. An
example was given of the case of a staff member from a non~STPA centre who
had been sent to an STPA centre, Eventually it was hoped that a list of
possible consultants coudld be drawn up and updated periodically.

86, The Meeting felt that was a wefdoms development and should be
implemented, In view of the processes that had to be gone through in most
centres before staff could be released, the need for early planning on the
part of Directors was emphasized. To that end, Directors were to send the
necessary information to the secretariat as soon as possible.

Technical and financial assistance {item 8)

i} Fellowships
‘(ii) Other assistance

87. The Meeting agreed that the two subitems should be discussed simultan-
eously. It was also agreed that the discussion should be based on:

(a) ODocument ST/ECA/STPA/DM2/5.

(bl An oral statement from the secretariat on the mission by ECA
- to certain bilateral and multilateral agencies and institutions
on the subject of STPA, with specisl reference to the proposals
made by ECA to EEC for regional funding of certain aspects of
STPA: : :

(e) Oral statements made by certain bilateral and multilateral
agencies describing their technical assistance programmes
and procedures that should be followed for requesting technical
assistance. -

38, In introducing document ST/ECA/STPA/DM2/5, a representative of the
secretariat stated that it consisted of two separate parts. Part A provided
summaries of issues arising in the training of statistical perspnnel in
general and part B contained a description of technical assistance for
training statisticians and programmers that were available from funds
provided by the regular budget of the United Mations, UNDP and UNFPA.

9§, The Meeting wes informed that the issues discussed in part A were
summaries of the views of ECA, other regional commissions and specialized
agencies of the United Nations. Those views were documented so as to enable
the fMeeting to know the views of ather parts of the United Nations system
concerned with training of statistical personnel, and in fields of statistics
other than those for which the United Nations had responsibility.
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i10a. Part B of the document presented the facilities and provisions
available for training statisticians and programmers. They were:

(a)l Interregional and regional advisers who were available to
undertake missions to national statistical offices to advise on specific ‘
issues arising cut of everyday 1ifz in those offices and who in the process
of such missions imparted technical know-hcw to caoaunterpart staff:

(b} An dinterregional projiect desipned to train nationeal computer
staff either through regional workshop courses, national courses or at
headquarters in the use of software packages develoned by United Nations
to help countries to process their population census and survey data:

{c) A project designed to train young statisticians and programmers
in another developing country within the region financed from the regular
budget of the United Nations. This was essentially "apprenticeship” type
training of short duration and specifically designed to improve the prectical
skills of the trainees:

{¢) Fellowships and study tours included in country projects which
were funded either by UNDP or UNFPA for training naticnal counterpart
staff so that they could continue work in the statistical area that had been
established, improved or strengthened during the period nof the project.

101, The secretariat also called the attention of the Meeting te natianal
in-service training schemes operated by certain countries in the region
and designed especially to train the middlie-level staff of national
statistical offices.

102. Finally the secretariat explained that UNDF and UMFPA were the two
primary sources from which the United MNations chtained funding fer its
technical assistance programme and referred to the procedures by which
technical assistance funds could be secured from these sources.

103. The secretariat then suggested that, in view of the reduction in the
total amount of funds now available for supporting the improvement nof
statistics, the Meeting mipght wish to discuss, sricrity fields of statistics
in which training should cencaentrate and what should be done to increase

the volume of technical assistance funds available fcr statistical training.

104. The secretariat made & stetement regarding the cutcome of its mission
to certaln bileteral and multilateral apgencies to seek taechnical and
financ*al support. In particular, it explained that the outcome of its
request for assistance for the STPA programme which had been submitted to
EEC with the support of the ECA Conference of Ministers and the ACP Council
af Ninlsters and which had been fully discussed and explalnnd to the EEC
secretariat was still unknown. The sscretariat explained fully the method
used in submitting the propoesals, the content of the proposals and the
action taken to allay the doubts and fears of EEC.
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105, In reply the representative of SOEC/FEC stated that the Commission
and member countries wished to stress the impoartance and contribution of
STPA on several counts (initial formulation of needs, sensitization of
States, initial activities). However, & de¥irite change could be observed
in the content of STPA. From a common fund for scholarship .contributions
it had developed intoc a global framework for the training of statisticians
in Africa. That change made consilderable adjustments necessary.

1086. The request for contributions tc the ZTPA comron fund was not
compatible with the machineries of the Community or the member countries.
To sdrmount the administrative difficulties and meet the reguirements of
the adaptation of STPA, member countries and the Commission of the European
Communities proposed that the following steps should be takan:

_ {al The process for granting fellowships should be improved by
having States agree to request felilowships falling within a predetermined
range for a period of one to three yesars. In return, Eurscpean sources of
financing would try to facilitate and speed up the process. That procedure
would constitute & genuine beginning of fellowship planning;

(B) The needs for statisticians should be reconsidered aon the basis
of the result of:

(i} & qualitative and quantitive survey dealing with global
needs for statisticians at different levels, tnhne needs of official
statistical services, the capacities and nseds of the training centrec
and financing and budgetary machineries;

{(ii) An anelysis of the information collected that would make
it possible to update STPA by setting cut the commitments of the
various partners (sources of financing, countries concerned) in
their respective areas (fellowships, stetus and carriers).

107. The study should bring topether ECA, EFC and its member countries and
the ACP secrstariat. FEC might undertake one part of the study and ECA

assistance would be welcome<. The study should be completed in approximatelv
gne and a half years from the present time.

108. The secretariat reiterated its position that all that haid been done

s0 far had been on the advice of the Commission through consultatiens.

Hence the central issus was one of asking the group of counrntries concernzd
to take a political deecision on the principle of a regional request for
funding fellowships, staffing., equipment etc... It was only after the
Commiesion had agreed +to that principle that further detailed work would be
called for. That had been done through the two resocolutions already referred
to. On the issue of control of funds, the secretariat made it clear that

it was entirely up to EEC to decide on the modus operandi of any funds it
might agree to spend on STPA and there was no guestiocn of a common Ffund.

e o T R R A AP RS o
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109, Many participants contributed their views to the discussion especially
with regard to the STPA proposals submitted to EEC. The meeting later
adopted the follédwing motion:

"The secand Meetinp of Directors of Centres Participating in the
Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA) was held at Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia., from 2 to 6 November 1881 and considered, under
agenda item 8, problems relating te technical and financial assistance
for statistical trainmning in Africa. Statements were made by a re-
presentative of the ECA secretariat and by a representative of the
Commission of the European Communities on the status of the regional
request submitted to EEC by the ALP secretariat for financing stati-
stical training for African countries.

"The statements Erought to- light some difficulties being en-
countered in the consideration of the reguest.

“Congidering the attention which should be given to the problem
and recalling the support of the ECA Conference of Ministers and the
Council of Ministers of the ACF countries for the reguest made by
the ECA secretariat, the Mesting of the Directors of Centres Partici-
pating in STPA requests the secretariat of ECA fto take, without delay,
necessary steps to surmount these difficulties with a view to finding
a just solution to the problem of regional financing of statistical
training in Africa.

"The Meeting would 1like the project to be financed as soon as
possible in the framework of the Lome II Convention.

"Considering further the scope and urgency of needs of the centres
participating in STPA, the Meeting requests that, pending a satis-
factory solution to the- problem of regional financing of statistical
training, all necessary steps should be taken by the parties concerned
so that the technical and financial assistance now received by the
traiping centres will be continuel and, if possible, increased®.

110. Certain hilateral and multilateral agencies made statéments explaining
their technical assistance 1n statlistics programmes and their procedures
for obtaining such assistance.

111, The representative of the Government of the Federal Republic of

Germany emphasized its support for the STPA programme directly or indirectly.
There were three main channels through which his country's technical
assistance programme in statistics was handled. They were the Munich

Training centre:; through EEC funds. to which the Federal Republic of Germany
contributed between 25 and 30 per cent. and through Universities in the country
which offered scholarships that included statistics, economics and mathematics
to developing countries.

112. " In addition to those channels the Federal Republic of Germany also
provided assistance to a few statisticians from national statistical offices
of developing countries to obtain practical training ir the national stati-
stical offices of the Federal Pepublic of Germany. '
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113. He was unable to state what the size of his country's future cantri-
bution would be bescause the federal budpet had yet to be approved. He
however believed the Munich training centre would carry out the various
seminars described under another agenda item. The Government of the Federal
Republic of Germany intended to send one long-term and some short-term

data processing advisers to ECA to support AHSCP.

114. He,plédged continued support for STPA but cautioned that the recipient
countries also had to show continued support for the programme.

115. The representafive of the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Cooperation
(CFTC) explained the connexion of the Fund with the Commonwealth secretariat.
The Fund sponsored the training of statisticians and alsoc offered long-

and short-term expert technical assistance and consultants to advise in the
form of his own services to countries of the Commonwealth. He however made
it clear that the Fund's activities did not extend to the provision of
hardware.

116. Reguests for sponsorship for training in its various forms e.g. in-
service training.'formal education, workshops and seminars, gtc. and for
technical assistance should be addressed to the Managing Birector of CFTC
and deposited with the CFTC contact apgency within the country concerned
while the latter could be made in an crdinary letter form, regquests for
sponsorships for training and education needed to be submitted on pre-
specified proformas. Requests for cansultant advise might be submitted
directly by a simple letter to CFTC in London without being routed through
the contact agency.

117. .He emphasized that the government department or agency in the country
orginating the request for technical assistance and/or education and

training sponsorship should take the initiative to secure priority for such
requests within the context of its CFTC country programme.

118, Rerional institutions were excepted from that rule. They could submit
their requests directly to CFTC without routing them through the contact
agency in the country in which such a regional institution happened to be
jocated. Although CFTC's operations were 1imited compared with certain
bilateral and multilateral agencies, that was compensated for by feasibility
and turn around time in CFTC's operational nrocedures. '

1128. The representative of the United Kingdom stated that technical assist-
ance in statistics as administered through the Jverseas Development Admini-
stration was provided primarily within the framework and over-all limits

of the technical co-operation apreements Wwith individual countries. That
policy ensures that aid granted reflected the priorities of the recipient
countries. ‘

120. The technical assistarce in statistics provided by 0DA covered the
provision of both long- and short-term experts, feilowships for training

in statistics and data processing and other assignments. OCA, in addition,
co-opserated with regional bodiles such as ESCAP and ECA by providing lecturers
and other training support at all levels. ' ' :
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121. He made a detailed statement about warkshops and courses arranged
by Universities and Institutes in the Unitad Kingdom. Where special
training requirements were needed, OJA would »e prepared to discuss the
development of new courses with suitable institutions.

122. With regard to the recently anounced cuts in public expenditurs in

the United Kingdom, althouch assistance in staetistics might be affected,

some country proecramme, for example Zimbabwe's programme, was beinp expanded.
Nevertheless, it wes important to note that the volume of United Kingdom

ald in statistics was dependent on the priority given to statistics hy
recipient countries.

123. The representative of ISI explained that, since it had no sipnificant
financial resources, it was mainly concerned with the benefits that could be
gained by bringinz experienced statisticians from all parts of the world
into contact in order to .discuss statistical questions. However TSI also
engared in certain co-operative activities with other hodies, notably in

the .World Fertifility Survey prosramme and the International Statistical
Education Centre in Calcutta. -

y Committee, which worked mainly
through its four task forces. Two task forces were of immediate interest
to the present Meeting, ane dealing with international statistical training
centres - {a definitive list of them was available) and the other with
training at university, professional and middle levels,

124. ISI had an Education and Training

125, ISI would welcame aoproaches and suggestions for its activities,
particularly in connexion with the two task forces and especially fraom
training institutions and national statistical offices.

125, The representative of the French Ministry of Cooperation and Develaop-
ment stated that French support to the statistical training programme for

the academic year 1980/81 had consisted of the mobilization of §,300,000
French francs (315 million CFA francs), half of which had been used to
recruit 14 professors in the four schools of the French-speaking countries.
She explained that the training of trainers was certainly one of the measures
which would make it possible to increase financial aic 4in other forms. OCOne
hundred and eighty fellowships for training in economics had been awarded,

90 to €0 of them for the trainine of statisticians.

127. Approximately one guarter of the funds had been disbursed for the
acquisition of books for schoel libraries and students and for the in-
stallation of computer equipment in two schools, "Assistance had been given
in the organizatien of seminars, the development of teaching materisals and
the conduct by students of practical field surveys. '

128. In 1982 assistance to statistical training might also cover in-service
training, as reguested by some Govermments. Several tvpes ofr aid were
implemented through onpoing collaboration with INSEE,

128. The representative of INSEE® “explaingd that his institute executed
programmes decided and financed by the Ministry of Co-operation and De-
velopment and the Ministry of External Affairs. That through its advisory
service, it served in a technical capaclity for the two ministries.
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It provided long-and short-term statistical experts and consultancies to
countries. and arranged for felbwship training and study tours of fellows
from developing countries. Its programme covered about 25 countries and
gave high priority to training of statisticians.

130. The French co-operation and development policy was expected to be
re-oriented and strengthened within the coming months and years. [!More
resources would he devoted with priority being given to less developed
countries and the actions likely to reinforce countries’ self-reliance.

131. On the basis of that last principle it was hoped that the actions
concerning training and particularly training of trainers would probably

be strengthened. It was alsc hoped that whatever would help countries to
assess the over-all economic, financial and social situation would receive
some pricrity and therefore co-operation in statistics, national accounts,
forecasting and planning should be strengthened. The activities undertaken
in past years in training statisticians would continue and be strengthened
and assistance would continue to be extended to training institutions.

132. Frem now on the following additional assistance was being given to
training centres:

{a). Aid to computing trainihg (equipment, trainers, pedagogics’ |
{b) Aid to practical training during field surveys or duringthe.courssas;

{c) Mounting topgether new pedagogic tools (case studies, simulation
documentation) -7 -

W, oevelopment of exchanges among training centres.

133, Ffrance would continue to provide aid to the centres which organised
permanent and refresher training (CEPEF, Munich Centre, CESD...} preferably
by organizing training in the interested countries.

134, Mew orisntations wcould be examined in conjunction with the countries
concerned: ’ ' :

(a) Clese co-ordination and co-operation in statistical activities
undertaken by the members of EEC and eventually setting up common co-operation. -
activity to be managed by the statistical office of the European Communities

{b) Undertaking activities for in-service training giving greater
consideration to national teams able to master certain fields or techniques
according toc the experience of INSEE in Latin America. National accounts
would be a subject of priority but the dissemination,statistical co-
ordination and the setting up of inter-administrative information systems
based on computing would be considered:

(c} Training of middle-level (certificate) staff in the countries
and in national statistical offices.. ..
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135, Two participants indicated that areas of priority training of stati-
sticians for which they would like zssistance are:

(a) Strengthening of their referance librarizs either through
donations cor by payment in local currencies because the 1nqt1tut10n5
lacked foreign gxchange:

"{b) Establishment or improvement of the traininr institutiaons'
statigtical laboratoriss by provisior of desk calculators, a mini or micro
computer and other statistical tccls:

{c) Schelarships to attach trainers to other training institutions
so as to widen their teachirz knowledsce and experience-:

1386. The secretariat indiceted that thoese matters would be taken up with
appropriate authorities. However that EZECA was not a funding arency and
was unable to state the reaction of the funding agencies to those reguests.

137. As regards ways whereby the amount available for training statisticians
could be increased, the secretariat emphasized that it was the responsibility
of statisticians to ensure that the outputs of their discipline were so
attractive and dimportant so a2s to serve not only the lonp-term needs but

the everyday needs of the Government in its endeavours to improve the daily
life of its citizens.

Present State of Research at Training Centres (item 2)

1348, A representative of the secretariat recaliled the discussion of the
Working Group on Statistical Organization and Manpower under arenda item 5.
In the sald discussion, attention had been drawn to the conclusion of the
Working Group on the need for applied research and indepth analysis in
statistical offices and closer collabeoration with training and research
centres.

133. In wview of the obvious role that such Centres could play in the
efforts of not only the statistical offices but alsc other agencisas,

it was relevent to have an indication of the type and nature of research
work undertaken in those centres and the extent of collaboration with other
national and private agencies.

140. 1In order to be able to see hgw the totality of the activities of

the centres had a bearirmz on national develoapment, a broad if not seriocusly
academic view of ressarch was desirable. In that respect asctivities could
be considered under the following headings

(a)l Student projects sither at subdegree or degrae levels
{b) Student postgraduate research

(c) .Staff research {(individuel or collective]

{d) OQOther activities such as consultancies etc.

(el Problems militating  aganist research

141, From the submissions from the centres represented, it became clear
that all the centres were actively invoslved in student projects of relevance
tc national needs and in mest caszses undertaken in collaboration or con-
sultation with the Sovernment or other apgencies. However by the nature

of those projects. financinz them was becoming a sericus prohlen.
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142. The projects generally were of two types (a) thcse carried out by
students for a short period of time durineg their course and (b) those done

on & longer basis varying from three to six months and in some cases in-
volving attachment to ministries during the field work. The latter situation,
normally for the more senior students, usuelly ended with writing a report

ocr thesis which was deferded before a panel.

143. At the postgraduate level where ressarch in *t-e *racditional sentce was
doane, not all centres were yst in a position to operate. The main reasons
were that (a) centres operated primarily in terms of middle-level training
and, (b) where degree programmes existed, the necessary facilities including
inadequate staff were lacking.

144, Research by staff members as distinct from supervision of student
projects as of now did not appear toc feature prominently in some centres.
However efforts were made at a few centres sither through individual staff
members or in a co-operative way involving staff members from within the
statistics centre and workers from outside the centre.

145, The directors gave examples of the work that had been done in their
centres. the mode of financing and plans for the future. Highlights of
the example were the following:

al Ghana
(i) Stucdent studies in official statistics which have heen
found useful by the department: '

{ii) Co-operative study con community health problems with
the medical school:

(i14) A survey on thé nature and scope of poverty by the
Institute of Statistics and Fconaomic flesearch which was a
coemponent pof the Ghana centre.

b} Ibadan
‘ (i} A large number of students projects in the areas of
official statistics and other aspects of statistics had been
undertaken. They would evontually be documented:

(ii) Studies in the improvement and development of techniques
used in continunus surveys:

(ii1) Studies in statistical problems of intercropping
experiments and an apricultural survey work involving intercropping:

(iv) Forecasting model for the Nigerian economy in collaboration
with the department of gconomics.

c! Abidjan

' " The initiation ints research at the Fcole de statistigue
d'Abidian-concerned the following areas. democraphyv, computer
science, collection and establishment of economic and social
statistics of various public, parastatal and private agencies.

The initiation took the form of case studies and internships.
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-~ The pertlnent results were reviewed, corrected and improved by

the permanent lecturlng staff and published in the revue of the
school entitled "Etude et recherche

‘Yaounde

Studies in various areas of official statistics involving,
collection, processing and analysis of date - an example of the
work on housing was piven.

With the introduction of the iﬂﬁé”iﬁﬂi eregremme, the
centre hoped to hecome more research-orisnted.

Kigali

Surveys on (i) cost of foodstuff in Kipali, (ii) salary
structure, (1ii) level of consumption, (iv) household characteri-
stics. The applied economic centre played a rele in those
endeavours, '

With the recent decleien of the centre's Governing Council
to glve support for the improvement of research methodology and

co-ordination of research activities, it would be possible in

the future to lay emphasis on more specific issues.

The uncertainly recardine the financial support of the
French Government Ministry of Co-operation and Development had
led to the suspension of some activities.

Rabat

Among the various prejeete undertaken were research on
(1} demography, (ii) corsumption studies, (iii} public financing,
{iv) retail prices, (v) fertility surveys and (vi) international
migration.

-The results of those etudlee were publiished in the
Institute's Bulletln.

CESD

The main Dbjective of CESD was to train, in statistics and
economics, high-level statistical personnel for developing
countries. However, the students could benefit from initiation

~into research during the third year of their study at the centre.

That initiation could be done within workshops during the third
year, during the preparation of e DEA (Dipléme d'!'études '
apprefendles) within the framework of agreements signed with some

universities in Parls or, on a more limited basis, within-the -
research unit of ENSAE which could receive each year two or three
former students of FISAE or CESOD. " In other respects, CESD under-

took, through external consultants, studies and research activities

which related amonp other things to:

(al] Establishment of teaching materials: course manuals,
case studies, simulation.
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(b) Econemic and statistical studies, e.g. the study on
relationships between economic growth and natural resources
in Africa and that on the co-ordination of the implementa-
tion of the project on international comparison of prices
in seven French-speaking African countries, project financed
by EEC.

h) EASTC

Surveys were carried out mainly for trainine purposes in
data collection processing and analysis.

With improvemeﬁt in the staff capability of the centre
efforts would be directed to work on the improvement of teaching
materials and intercountry studies.

i1} UBS (Gaborone)

Although work was sericusly hampered by an acute staff
shortage, some studiles particularly aiming at complementing the
efforts of the statistical office were undertaken. They covered
living conditions and forecasts of the labour force.

146. In its submission, IDS mentioned its close assoclation with research
work in Africa through

(a) The prouision-o? visiting fellows to the Institute:
(b) The implementation of specific research projects in the continent:
fc) Systems application to support research activities.

147. Some examples of research work in soccial l1ife profiles, the Inter-
national comparison project and measuring depletion of national resources
were given. :

148, The representative of Zimbabwe informed the Meeting that although
his office was being reorganized, studies wsre currently being undertaken
with other ministries: e.g. the Ministry of Labour and Social Serviegss on
physical disability surveys, and the Ministry of Manpower Planning and
Development on the assessment of the country's supply of skilled and
"semi-skilled” workers. In the office itself plans were at an advanced
stage for the implementation of family.budget surveys which Jould, for
the first time, cover both rural and urban areas.

151. The ODA representative noted that the Working Group on Statistical
Organization and Manpower had stressed in its report the need for applied
research in the region. He emphasized that co-ordinatéd and well structurec
methodalogical studiles carried out by students could produce important and
useful results. He however cautioned that inappropriate methodology in
students' projects could waste resources.
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11L; The Seneralese renreszntative snun-ec A nete’ef caution on the ceoncapt
of research. In her view studart nrojects which did not inveolve any :
serinus crigiral woerk should rot Se put an the same pedostal as the usucl,

i¥ ~more restricted. acauemic (original} research

103, In conclusion *the secrotariat cxplained that eiven the ranve ani
levels of traininr ot the varicus centres. projecrts which contritutes to
the develenment of the natinm hai tp e ‘mc:l”-‘r”4 in the present discussiorn.
It was hope” that, with timc. some well tocumented account of all acti-
vities would be available.

‘isseminaticon of Inforrmation en Treinine Activities (itar 10)

1054, The szcretariat irtroducs: this ite by referrin~ to document
ST/CCA/STPA/ 3V O/F, ontitled isse f¢na+ion of information on trainiis
act1v1t195 .

128, The “eatine was reminde? nf the Jdeliberations of tha Workine Troup

on Statistical firganization and fianpower.  The Working Group had felt that,
tiven the availablz trairinme facilities in the reion ant in view of the neen
for short-taerm specialise: training enurscs for servine officers. adventave
wouls s5till have to be taken o0f trainine facilities outside the re~inn. To

that end, information on susch facilities wouldd he needed.

15¢, Guided by the hizghly success®ul programme at tha liunich Centre, an
attempt was made to icentifv other contreos that could perform such a rola.

157, After consultations with various Tovernment apencies. an initisl
1ist of such centrous had been compilies in document ST/ECA/STEAZINI/A.

1535, The secretariat emnhasizes that the list was only an 1nitial one and
was by no means exhaustivs. Futurs svonts would cztormine if and when it
was necessary ta aus to the list .

159, The secretariat remindad the mretine that document ST/CCA/STRPA/m2/7,
Directory of Statistical Training Uentres participating in the Statisticeal
Prosramme for Afrina (oTPA) -, Tt was & mere revisinn DF an earliecr version
incorporatin~ comments received from centres

150, The Jirsctary was -~encrall azceptable to the Moetine, Somr directors
however hai 2 few corrections to make. Tt was agres: thet such corrections
should be communicated to the soc cretoriat.,

151. Particular attention wis morenver drawn to the ne=2 for EASTC to
hizhlight the composition of itsg "dvisocry Soard, Thet T"entre anc the Makarcre

Centre should alsc indicate the breoakdown of students by countries to
emphasize their rerional character.

Concerning the STPA ‘iews, the secr=tariat informed he Desting thet

luo.

the DJhGPLIUP of the 'aws was tn provide concise up-to-date and easily
geceessible information akout STPRE 4in anaral cn & rerular and more fregusent
basis than the Tiremctory. ’
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163, As that was a new cev-lopmant sincn the last ™Meetin~ of the Cirsctirs,

the secretariat theought fit t» inform the directors of it and to scek their
views or the policy guidinn the publication of the Mows particularly in

the areas of (a) reneral obiective {p) Ffreguency of nublicatien (o)
mailing list and (d] farmat.

164, The meeting saw the putlic=ation of the STPA “lews 7s a most welcome
devaleoment. The followiny surgestiors for improvernent were made.

(=) Inclusion of news about staff chancrnos at the centres

() Up-dated resume of resesrcn work highlichtine results of
natinnal impertance #ne the zoc-oper:tive pr collakorative role of naticnal
statlistical offices onl reloted hodiss

{c)} Publications emapatine from resecarch wark

{d rdoition of Ministries/ilirectorates of Porsonnsl and Manpower
in civil/public service machinery and [liristries/iirectnratzs of external

finance in Covernrants in the mrailing list.

185, The reprosantotive of ISI infarmoed the Meoting of the 2ctivities of
the Institute and particulerly of the existancz of an iducational iews-
letter. A brief writc up about 7P% =and the present Yesting would featurs
in the next issue of the “ewsletter.

-

DNate and place of the next meetinr (item 11)

160, The Merting decided that it would next convene during the first
fortnieht of 'ovember 1943, The Dircctors of centres would consult with
the competant ~utharities roesrdine the venue and weould forward any offers
to nost the m-eting tn EOA

cusiness (item 12}

167 . A representative of the secretariat stresscd that it was necessary

to measure the progress acnieved ir the de footo or e jure regicnslizetion
af the STRA cerntres, which involve.d 1ofﬂblv the Pﬂerpus'p ovided teo other
couniries in the rezion. The directors were therefore urered to publicize
their centres mor: widely, particulerly by sendine to potential user
countries gach year a circular letter detailing the conditlons and procadurss
for admission to their centres. :

15C. Severrl participants wanted to Kknow what provisions waere being

maie concerning future oper~tions in the context of the regional elemant

of STPA financed by UMNIP and requested that those provisliens should take

into consisraticn the issues wiscussed during the Peating. The secrstariat
replied that the project document concerning the recinonal element would Le
revised within the limits of the %US2? pillion allgceted by UYCP for fthe
120~ CLC procramme.  The revised project document would teke the conclusions
of the Jfesting inte consideraticn anc. once signed, would be sent to all
Herbers Stnbcs nf¥ For oand sirectors of ceontrns for their information.
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1649, The Meeting did not fsel that it should discuss the criteria for
the distribution of fellowships in th: framework of the regional reguest
submitted to FEC hecause of the current state of neeotiations.

Adoption af the report {(item 13)

i70. Tha Warking Croup adopte: the report as amended during its discussions
for transmission tg the Joint Conference of African Plarners. Statisticians
and Cemographers.



ANNMEX RELATIMG TO THE ECA-EEC DISCUSSIONS
a8 THE STPA

1. The representatives of FCA and [EC met in accordance with the
wishes expressed by the sweconcd Meetine of 2irectors of Centres Participatine

in STPA during the discussian cn the arsenra item &,

2. The lack of understanding and difficulties encounterec during the
different stapes of the pressntaticn of the STPA request to EFC could he

removed,
3. As a result the concerned parties will act in order to implement.

(a} The suggested process to improve the award of fellowships
(commitments of the countries on a number of reguests and actions by the
donors to facilitate the awarding according to the various existing

possibilitices)

(b) The jnint study [(ECA. 77, FECC member countriecs and ACP secretaria .
resulting in a definition of the possible actions an- responsibilities of

each party.





