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REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL,

REGIONA!. AND WORLD PLANS OF ACTION FOR THE INTEGRATION OF
WOMEN [N DEVELORIENT '

Alde~-Smoire

Background and purpose

[. The Unlted Natlons Economlc Commission for Africa Is organizing a
Reglona: Conference Tn Nouakohoit (Maurlianlal from Tuesday, 27 September
to Sunday, 2 October 1977. The main purpose of tha Conference Is to
review the progress made by meaber States, @s weii as by 'nter~governmental
and non—governmental organizatlons cperating In Africa, in The Implementa~
tlon of the Reglonal Plan.of Actlon which was officially adopted as part
of the World Plan of Actlon at the World Conference of the |nternational
Women's Year, In Maxlco In 1975,

2. The Regional Conference Is In line with Genaral Asseably Resolutlon
3520 (XXX) whlch stresses the Imncrtance of regular reviews and appralsals
of progress made at the natlonal and lccal levels (n achleving the goals
and objectlves of the Yorld Fian of fctlon. Furthermors, The Conference
Is deemed nacessary in view of the proclamailon by thz General Assembly

of the perlod 1976 - [985 as tha “Unlted Mations Dacade for Women :
Equality, Develcpment and Peace, 1o E2 dovotea to efrective and sustalned
natlonal, reglonal and lnternaticina, actvicn TS implemanT Tne Woric Fian
of Action and related resolutions™. o :

3. The deciaratlon of !Y75 as The Iniernational Women's Year was well
recelved by Afrlcan Governments, and the majority.of countries undertook
speclal projects and programmes. in observaince of {hie Year. Many Heads

of State and Government In Afrlce made proctamat’ons on practical actions
to be undertaken at The nationa: avd iccal levels. [n a number of
countrles, elther a new governme -t ministry, commi-slon or council for
the IntegraTticn of women in developmeni was established or the existing
machlinery was stiangthened. The Pap~African Women's Organizatlon, member
States and nztlonal weman's organlzations held seminars at reglenal,
natlonal and local levels, in,order to ldentlfy the real problems of
Afrlcan women and to determine hew best To solve them. In some countries,
policies for the pidmotion of womsn omplevad n thes srivete and publlc
sectors were established and are currentl!y being lmpiecmented. Reviews

of leglsiation were urged by women's groups, and These are also cunrently
belng undertaken In a numbar of ccuntrles to zlimlnate laws which™ -~ .
dlserimlnate agalnst women and to enforce thoss which recognize thelr
speclal needs: Researchrand actlon programmes wvere directed fowards
upgrading the ‘economic and soclal tasks of women _In rural areas. Inférmatlion
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and publlclty programmes were arranged through radlo, televislon, press,
pamphlets, films, posters, flags and commemorat!ive stamps.

4. At the reglonal level, ECA establlshed a Training and Research
Centre for Women, as successor to the Commisslon's former Women's
Programme, to assist member States more vigorousiy In thelr efforts to
Integrate women In development. These were but the beglnnings, however,
of the more extensive actlon required to achieve the goals of the Year :
equallty, development and peace. The maln obstacles to the attalnment
of these goals - poverty, ii{llteracy, disease, Ignorance and rapid
population growth - which make It difficult to provide services for all,
must now be tackled wlth renewed vigour during the Decade.

Speclfic objectives

5. The speclflc objectives ot the Conferenée“are :

(2) To review progress In the Implementation of Plans of
Action for the Integration of women in development
at the natlional and reglional levels, !ncluding the
effectiveness of varlous forms of national machinery
established In member countrlies for thls purpose,
and to propose further activities;

(b} To examine the |inkages between the Plan of Actlon
for the Integration of Women 1n Development In
Africa and the Role of Women In the ECA's Revlsed
Framework of Princlples for the Implementation of
the New iInternaTlonal Economic Order In Africa,
1976 - 198[ - {986;

(¢} To examine possible avenues for stronger. co-operation
and co~ordlination of actlvitles among organlzatlons
and agencles working at the reglonal level, with
the view to supporting the Implementation of the
Plans of Action and suggesting mechanisms for
achleving such co~operation and co~ordination;

(d) To examine varlous atternatives and to recommend
appropriate machinery, at the regional level, to
promote and guide ECA/ATRCW's activitles and pro-
grammes related to women's Integration In deveiopment.

Sggnsorshig

6. The Conference Is sponsored by ECA In collaboration with the Unlted
Natlons Centre for Soclal Development and Humanltarlan Affalrs (UNCSDHA)
and the Organlzation of African Unlty (OAU), and with the support of the

United States Agency for Internatlional Development (USAID) and the
Government of Belglum.
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I¥. Partlclpants

. 7. Fach ECA member State wli{ be Invlted to nominate one senior
Expert from the minlstry responsibie for natlonal development planning,
or from the natlonal commission on women and development (where
establlshed), or from the minlstry directly concerned with the Integra-
P tion of women In devéiopment. Although only this nominee will be
Invited to participate’ In the Conference at ECA expense, member States
are enco.iraged to send other rep-isentatives at thcr own expense. The
dead-line for recelipt of all nomlnations will be | August 1977,

V. Observers

L. 8.  Represeniatives of the following oirganlzations will be invited Yo
particlpate In the Conference as observers, at thelr own expense :

(a) Unlted Natlons and other Inter-governmental agencles
i, Interested In the subject-matter of the Conference;

(b) ‘Pan-African Women's Organlza+Ion;

(¢} Organlzatlons and governmenfs currentiy provlding
‘ support to ECA's Train'ng and Research Cenfre for
Women; and:

{d) Organlzatlons active In the reglon in programmes
related to women and development.

¥l. Languages '

9. The offlclal working languages of the Conference wll! be Engllsh
and French.

-
Vi, Agenda

I0. The provislonal agenda for the Conference Is as‘fo[lows :

Item |. Revlew of progress in the Implementation of Plans of
Action for the infegration of women In development
at the natlonal and regional levels.

- Workling documents -

W.D.1. Plan of Action for the Integration of Women

In Development In Afrlca : ‘drawn up by representatives
of African Governments at the Reglonal Semlnar on the
[ntegration of Women in Developrent, with Speclal
Reference to Population Factors, held In Addls Ababa In
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Item 2,

. W.D.2. Natlonal Machlnery for the Integratlon of

June 974, and subsequently adopted by the World
Conference In Mexico C'ty and endorsed by the
General Assembly at Its 30th sesslon In [975.

Women In Development Tn Afrlican Countries : a

compl[ation of Information concerning orAconTribufed .
by member State- of ECA (a progress report).

Background documents :

B.D.l. National Commissions on Women and Development .
and Women's Bureaux : A pamphlet emphaslzing the need ::’

to establlish governmental machlnery to ensure the full
participatlion of women In all sectors of economlc and

soclal development, and suggesting the possible location,
functlons, composition, of such machlnery at the

natlonai level. ‘ &

B.D.2. Declaration of Mexico : Plans of Actlon : +the
offlclal Unlted Natlons document contalning The World
Plan of Actlon and the regional plans for Afrlca and
for Asla and the Pacific, as well as the Declaration of
Mexlco, as endorsed by the General Assembiy.

B.D.3. ECA Conference of MInlsters resolution 269 (XI]),
adopted In Nalrobl in February 1975. - '

B.D.4. General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV), 3519 (XXX),
3520 (XXX}, 3521 (XXX), 3522 (XXX), 3523 (XXX), 3524 (XXX),
3505 (XXX}, 31/175, 31/133, 31/134, 31/136, 31/137, relating
to the Decade for Women and the Programme for the Decade.

B.D.5. African Women Vol.3, No.! (Women's Decade
edltion). African Women Is a newsletter published :3
three times a year to provide a forum for exchanges of

vlews and Tdeas among African women, In add!tion to

providing Informatlon on natlonal, reglonal and local

activlties to promote the soclal, economic cultural,. and Py
political advancement of women In the reglon. s’

Future prioritles and actlon for Increasing women's particl-

patlon in Africa’s development, and strafegles to achleve

the New [nternatlonal Economic Order and ECA's Revlsed

Framework of Princlples for the Impiementation of The New

International Economic Order In Afrlica, 1976 - 1981 - 1986,
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- Working documents :

W.D.2. Natlional Machinery for the Integration of
Women irr:Development In African Countrles (prospective
view), T

W.D.3., The New |nternational Economlc Order : What
Roles for Women 7 = A brief summary of The major global
and African iscues of the NIEO, and the actual and
potential roles of women of Africa in Its Implementation.

- Background documents :

B.D.6. Revised framework of princlples for the
Impiementation of the new Infernational economic order
in Africa, 1976 -~ T98] ~ 986 (EJCN,4/ECO/90 Rev.3) :
a document spelling out the strategy for ensuring
economlc development In the member States of ECA.

B.D.7. -African Women's Deveiopment Task Force : African
Women's Development Task Force : an Information pamphlef
descrlbing the volunteer Task Force, through which

African women can help. each other to-achieve development.

The Task Force Is béing organizeéd by the ECA Training
- and Research Centre for -Women. .

B.D.8. Women of Africa - Today and Tomorrow : a booklet
IMustrating the role of women In bofh Tradltlonal and

- modern soctetles in Africa, and women's contributions
to development. |t also emphaslizes the crucial needs
of rural women and the obstacies to thelr advancement,
suggesting methods for the solutlon of ' development '~
problems pertaining to women; and, speclflcally, measures
for ralsling famlly levels of |lving. '

I4em 3. Establlshment of reglonal machlnery fo enhance the role of

women_Tn the economic and soclal development of Africa, and
to_promote and guide ECA's Tralning and Research Centro
for Women,

‘¥ waklng'documeqi : ‘ -

W.D.4. Posslble Reglonal Machinery to Promote
Co-operation-and Co~ordination In Africa - suggestions
for varlous types of framework for co-operation and
co-ordinatlon among governments, voluntary agencles,
regfonal organizations, and the ECA/TRCW.
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- Background documents :

B.D.9. A Path to Progress for Afrlcan Women : a pamphlet
whlich summarizes the objectTves and work of the ECA
Tralnlng and Research Centre for Women.

B.D.10. The Orlgln and Growth of the ECA/TRCW : a
supplementary document contalnlng a brlef hlstory of
the Centre, and an assessment of !ts work, agalnst the

 background of the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly and the ECA Conference of Minlsters.

ftem 4. Natlonal and Reglonal action related to the International
Year of the Chl{d.

- Workling document :

W.D.5. The International Year of the Child : UNICEF
Strategles and Actlvitles In Africa, Tncluding fhe role
expected of ATRCW.

-~ Background documents :

- B.D.ll. General Assembly Resolution 31/169 deslgnating
1979 the International Year of the Child.

B.D.12. Declaration of Mexico : Plans of Actlon,

VI{i, Notes on agenda Items

[tem |

It. Thls wlll Involve both general considerations and a review of the
Implementation of the Worid and Reglonal Plans of Actlon adopted in
Mexico i/ and related resoiutions, in particular General Assemb |y
ResolutTon 3520 (XXX) which catted for examination of :

"The estabilshment of short-term, medlum-term and
long-term targets ... and prioritles ... taklng Into
account ... the minimum objectlives recommended for
achievement by |980;

"The adoption of natlonal strategles, plans and pro-
grammes for the Impiementation of the recommendatlons
within the framework of overall development plans,
pollcles and programmes'.

1/ Report of the World Conference of the international Women's Year :
Unlted Natlons publlcation (Sales No. E.76.{Vi, Chapter II,
Sectlon A, paragraph 46),

-_—
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12. In additlon, the Conference will consider structures and activities
of exlsting national machinery.for Increasing the access of women to
the means and rewards of development In Afrlca. Partlcipants from
countries where such national .machlnery exists or Is belng estabilshed
will be Invited to comment on thelr machlnery - Its advantages and
d!sadvantages, and thelr experlfence so far.

|tem 2

3. In the llght of the.review of progress achleved and dlfflculties
[dentifled under Agenda |tem [, and the trends emerging In regard tfo
women's integration In development, the Conference will examine the
Implications for the future. Relations between the Plans of Action and .
the search for a new Internatlonal economic order will be consldered

- together wlth the role women may play, Ip this process, agalnst the

background of Afrlca's strategles for the NIEO. The participants may
propose approprlate action which could'be taken by Governments, ECA, . OAU .

_and women!s and other organlizations operating In the reglon, In order to
“ensure the fullest possible participation of women In the New International

Economic Order.

Jtem 3

14, .. The establlshment of.regional machinery to enhance the role of
women.- has been recommended, by varfous United Nations bodles and.organizasy
tlons; and was agreed upon:by the ECA Conference of Minlsters In 1975,
Under.thls Item a representative.of the secretarlat will explaln the ..
orlglns, establlshment and planned work programme of the Trainlng and .. .
Research Centre for Women, the contribution I+ can make to the Implementation
of the Reglonal Pian of Actlon and the sources of the Centre's support. A
dlscussion wlil follow on the effectiveness.of these.programmes In terms -
of the real needs of women In Africa. The impllcations of the Genera{
Assembly!s. resqiution calling for the establlshment at Headquarters, New.
York, of a secretariat, within the regular budget of:the Unlted Natlons,. .
to deal with women and development wlll be examined, as will the vital
roles of ECA-1n representing this secretarlat In Afrlca:and In dealing
directly with member States of the Reglen,

15. The deslirablllty of establishing, at reglonal ievel, a machinery to
gulde and assist ECA and [ts member States In act{vities dlrected towards
the enhancement of women's roles In development and .Ip.the co-ardlination
of national and reglonal programmes wlll be dlscussed.; In concluslon

the Conference may proposé the structure, composition, functions, rules
of procedure and resources of such machlinery.

16. The participants will conslder possiti|itles for co-operation’ between
the Centre, OAU, the Pam-African Women's Organlzatlon and other organizations
In the reglon, In-iine with resoiutidn”l of the World Conference of the
International Women's Year and the World Plan of Actlon. The latter provides
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"The reglonal economic comm!sslons should provlde
asslstance to governmental and non-governmental
organtzations to Tdentify needed actlon, develop~
ment pollcles, strategies and programmes for
strengthening women's role In national development,
and formulate requests for technical and flnanclai
asslstance for such programmes.

"The reglonal commlsslons should also promote

technlcal co—operation between the countries of
the region, utiifzing the exlsting talent avallable". |/

Item 4

)

I7. The contribution which natlonal and reglonal agéencles concerned
wlth women and development can make to promoting the wel[-belng of
children in Africa during the International Year of +he Chlld will be
dlscussed. Proposals for action may be mede by the Conference participants. —~

Country papers

I18. The representative of each country Is Invlited to prepare a brief ...
background paper on the situatfon In his or her country In respect of .
The toplcs on the proposed agenda. Observers are also Invited to prepare
brief Informatlon notes on thelr activities refevant to the Implementation
of the Plans of Actlon. One hundred coples of these papers, !n English
and/or French, should ba-brought, to the Conference for distribution +o

. participants. : : ’

Flnanclal and other arrangements ’

19. ECA wlll meet the following expenses for one particlpant nominated
by each member State to attend the Conference °

(@) Return alp travel (by economy class) by the most direct
route from home country to the venue of the Conference;
and ~,

(b) A dally subslistence allowance to cover expenses for

room, board and some Incldental expenses, at the
rates offlclally estabilshed by the Unlted Natlons,
for the duratlon of the Conterence,

20, ECA will not assume responsiblilty for :

n . . ~ir—t-

(a) Travel or other costs Incurred by dependents accompanying
the particlpants; ; -

17 See Unlted Natlons, Worid Conference of the International Women's Year,
Declaration of Mexlco, Plans of Actlon, paragraph 209, page 52, 1975,
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(b) Salarles and related allowances for the particlpants
during the period of the Conference;

(c) Costs Incurred by participants with respect to
travel Insurance, medical bills or hospltallzation
fees In connectlon with thelr attendlng the
Conference;or

(d) Compensatlon In the event of death or disabi|lty of
particlipants in connection with thelr attending the
Conference;or

{e) Loss of or damage to the personal property of

participants durlng attendance at the Conference
or during trave! to and from the Conference.

Documentation

2l. The Working Documents (WD), noted under each Agenda ltem wlli be
distributed to the nominated experts before the Conference. The Back-
ground Documents (BD) noted In the Agenda Items wiil be clrculated to
particlpants at the Conference.

Correspondence

22. All correspondence should be addressed to :

Director

Soclal Development Dlvislon
Economlc Commlission for Afrlca
P.0. Box 3001

Addls Ababa

ETHIOPIA

Further Information

23. Detalls concerning accommodation of participants; arrlval and
departure arrangements; passports, visas, [nternatlonal vaccination
certlflcates; climatic conditions In Nouakchott; Government's Conference
Lialson Offlcer; etc., wlli be communicated direct to participants,





