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Organization of the meeting
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1. The sixth meeting of the Standing Committee on Harmonization and
Standardization of Documentation and Information Systems in Africa was held at the
headquarters of the Economic Commission for Africa from 14-18 November 1994. It
was attended by 31 members of the PADIS network of national, subregional and
institutional participating centres, representatives of other organizations expert in
documentation and information systems and two observers. The Organisation of
Africa Unity and the United Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organisation
(UNESCO) were presented. The meeting was sponsored by the Carnegie Corporation
of New York and the Government of the Netherlands. A full list of participants
appears in Annex 1.

Opening

2. The meeting was opened by the Deputy Executive Secretary of the UNECA
Mr. Makhan D. Sarr, on behalf of the Executive Secretary, Mr. Layashi Yaker. In
the opening statement the importance of the work of this Committee in avoiding
duplication and fragmentation of efforts in the development and replication of
methods and standards was stressed. The ECA representative stressed that only
through co-operation and networking that African institutions could hope to make
information available for users for the socio-economic development of Africa. The
representative of the Carnegie Corporation conveyed the best wishes of his institution
for the success of the meeting and noted their commitment to further support the
work of the Standing Committee, in particular the dissemination of its results. A
message was read from the Chief of Meta-Information of the Department of Arts,
Culture, Science and Technology of the Republic of South Africa wishing the meeting
the best success. .

Election of Officers

. 3. The meeting elected Mr. George Okado as Vice-Chairperson and Ms. Cecile
Wesley as Rapporteur. The Chairmanship was retained by UNECA, as per the terms
of reference of the Committee. The individual subcommittees elected chairpersons
and rapporteurs as follows:

Subcommittee 1: PADIS Manual for Document Analysis
Chairperson: Ms. Catherine Zulu
Rapporteur: Mr. Sam Mohai

Subcommittee 2: Selection and evaluation of criteria of textual database
programmes
Chairperson: Dr. Peter Lor
Rapporteur: Mr. Nega Alemayu

Subcommittee 3: Evaluation of textual database formats and structures
Chairperson: Mr. Andre Roos
Rapporteur: Mr. Noah Nsumbuga
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Subcommittee 4: Selection and acquisition of microcomputer hardware
Chairperson: Mr. George Okado
Rapporteur: Ms. Rebecca Awudu

Subcommittee 5: Electronic networking
Chairperson: Mr. Benjamin Abraha
Rapporteur: Ms. Lulu Shewaye

Subcommittee 6: Authority files
Chairperson: Mr. Abou Moussa Ndongo
Rapporteur: Ms. Sharon Okinda

Adoption of the agenda

4. The agenda as presented in document ECAIPADIS/SCH/VII2 was adopted.

Report on Standardization

5. The secretariat represented a report (ECAIPADIS/SCHIVIIST11) on the
activities of the PADIS standardization programme since its first meeting in 1988,
focusing on the activities that had been undertaken since the awarding of the grant
from the Carnegie Corporation of New York to promote information exchange in
Africa.

Meetings of Subcommittees

Subcommittee 1: PADIS manual for document analysis COS/ISIS version

6. In addition to the officers listed above, members of the committee were:

1. Mr. S.R. Dube
2, Mrs. Joyce Phiri
3. Mr. Fadhel Diagne
4. Ms. Cecile Wesley
5. Mr. Maliki Abdoulaye

7. The Subcommittee made the following recommendations:

1. That there be a field for dissertations/theses
2. That there be a new field for standards and that patents and standards

should be separate fields.
3. That there be a new field for acquisition information relating to a

document, i.e., date of order, prices, source... etc.
4. That under PADdev sectoral codes there be included entries for:

environmental issues, women in development and trade.
5. That data conversion he promoted as a way of exchanging information

from various databases to PADdev database and vice-versa.
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6.

7.

For purposes of improving certain fields of the PADIS manual,
reference should be made to IDIN manualfor the creation and
management of a bibliographic database, prepared by OECD.
PADIS should explore further use of SAMARC and look into the
feasibility of connecting to SABINET and to examine the financial
modalities.

8. The subcommittee recommended further that:

.
1. Terms of reference and modus operandi should be spelt out for the

subcommittees.
2. PADIS should work at a strategy to disseminate all information

relating to the deliberations of the sub-committee to all national focal
points or any institution that operates as a national focal point.

3. For this subcommittee's proposals decision-makers are heads of
libraries/documentation centres. To sensitize them, regular
communication be made through such channels as: electronic
networks, PADIS newsletters, etc.

4. Institutions dealing with the scope of the subcommittee could be
strengthened by:

1. Training in PADIS methodologies
2. Dissemination of relevant information
3. Networking

5. On the general note, the role of PADIS regional centres should be
better defined. '

Subcommittee 2: Selectlen and evaluation of criteria for textual database
programs

9. The following is an outline of the themes that emerged from this discussion.
It is followed by the recommendations that the subcommittee formulated. The full
discussions have been recorded in Annex II.

2.1. Themes arising form discussion of "PADIS survey reviews"
(ECA/PADIS/SCHIVI/COMI2.2)

2.1.1 Improvement of future surveys

2.1.1.1 Need for larger and more representative response: explicit
delimitation of population; use of sampling

2.1.1.2 Additional questions

2.1.1.3 Presentation of survey results: use of graphic illustrations;
comparisons with results of earlier surveys.

2.1.2 Survey results
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2.1.2.1

2.1.2.2

Identification of areas of weakness/need in responding
institutions. Recommendations should be made to address
these areas.

Desired and/or anticipated improvements to the CDS/ISIS
software packages; specifically future developments relating to
MINISIS. .

I

2.1.2.3 Need for inclusion of non-textual data in database systems.

2.2 Themes arising from discussion of "Evaluation of micro computer
database software" (ECA/PADIS/SCH/VI/COM/2.1)

2.2.1 Expansion and improvement of the set of criteria: various additional
criteria were suggested.

2.2.2 Application of criteria: various comments on the merits of the Xbase
and CDS/ISIS software families.

2.2.3 Recommendation relating to the selection of specific systems. The
report is to be refined in the light of suggestions made, so that it can
serve as a set of guidelines for persons who have to select a software
package to meet specific needs.

2.2.4 Guidelines to be widely disseminated.

2.2.5 Criteria to be updated form time to time.

2.2.6 Evaluation of software packages to be undertaken on a continuous
basis.

3. Specific Recommendations

3. 1. On the survey

3. 1.1 Sampling: In the future survey. it is recommended to sample
institutions by using a stratified random sampling. This is for target
population within PADIS mandate.

3.1.2 Survey instrument (Questionnaire)

.In the future survey it is recommended to include items identifying the
following issues.

institution's core application
capacity of institution
type of activity of the institute
green computing energy
who initiated computerization
displacement of older users (personnel adjustment)
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comfortability of users with the introduction of new
technologies
management issues (such as, is there a regular budget in-house
developed software for maintenance, system upgrading, etc.)
shortcomings of systems (software) used.
profile of respondent (profession, status)
it is very important to convey such a survey every other year.
for the development' of the future survey instrument, the
committee recommended that members communicate through
any possible means preferably electronic conferencing.

3.1.3 Presentation of Results

It is recommended:
to include explanation for each group of table
to present the results in graphical form
to annex the questionnaire with the report
to compare the results with the previous survey

3.1.4 Dissemination of survey report

3.1.4.1 The committee recommended two types of documents be
prepared one for executives and one for information
professionals. The document for executives should be very
brief. The distributions should be through PADIS.. It was
further recommended the need to sensitize management through
the executive document.

3.1.4.2 The committee recommended that the reports presented in the
meeting be compiled in the form of a proceeding inaaice
readable way and be distributed to library and information
studies training schools in Africa with an invitation to submit
research proposals on the uses of computers and electronic '
communications in Africa.

3.2 On criteria for selection and evaluation of software. The committee
recommended that members need to communicate further points in
selection criteria among themselves and also to PADIS. Theissue
could be a research topic in future. Examples 1. comparative analysis
of textual databases. 2. innovative database application developed \II
African organizations are two appropriate research topics.

Subl.'ommittee 3: Evaluation of Textual database formats and structures

10. In addition to the officers listed above, members of the subcommittee were:

1. Mr"Duke Lawrence
. 2. Mr. Edward Chonelwa

3. Mr. M.E. Ibrahim
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4. Mr. Abebe Kirub
5. Mr. Feyi Asgill
6. Mr. Girma Jemaneh
7. Mr. Diarra M. Lamine
8. Mr. Marcos Sahlu

•
11. The subcommittee was mandated to review a report
(ECA/PADIS/SCHM/COM/3) which gives the procedures used for interface
development, and a use of 20 interfaces and conversion programs developed for
exchange of databases betweenPADIS and its network members.

Tools and Procedures for exchange of databases

12. These included the IS0-2709 standard for date exchange between databases,
the use of formatted field select tables to exchange data between CDS/ISIS databases
that have differing structures, Fangom - a routine for defining a conversion from any
tagged format or comma delimited format into CDS/ISIS ISO-2709, special
applications written in Q basic and the 'Giz no table for exchange of data between
CDS/ISIS and main frame computers. t;.l

13. The document also made proposals for additional fields to be incorporated to
handle document type patents.

14. Participants recognized Fangom as a workable solution to the problem of
incompatible databases but also noted its limitations particularly when confronted with
ASCII files without field delimiters.

15. The problem of importing descriptors that were taken form thesauri other than
the macrothesaurus and different data formats was discussed. Such descriptors could
be new terms or terms form disciplinary of multilingual thesaurii. Participants noted
the PADIS effort to issue yearly updated to the macrothesaurus.

16. Members recognized that all existing database management systems had
shortcomings but resisted as too costly and unnecessary the creation of a whole new
sottware to bridge such shortcomings. They noted that a windows version of
CDS/ISIS currently being developed would open new possibilities of software
integration, but also realised that it was currently possible to run parallel systems
such as xbase and CDS/ISIS in DOS and exploit their respective strengths.

...
Recommendations based on feedback from experts and observers

. ~
18. Although data exchange tools are being perfected the members should not~
sight of the primary objective of promoting in formulation exchange and increasing
its accessibility through the of common format.

17. Doubt was cast over the usefulness of the proposed additional data fields for
patent documents. They appeared too general for the specifics normally formed in
patents.

19. Members were urged to use standards as much as possible e.g. in entering
data and country codes.
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20. Qbasic should be used in writing special applications 'due to its inter
compatibility because it is available on most micro-computers.

21. As software developers were generally sensitive to known shortcomings of
their products members were.encouraged to send their complaints to such proprietors
(as UNESCO) for CDS/ISIS) to be considered when new editions of the software are
being developed.

22. Imported descriptors which cannot be validated should be treated as
searchable keywords and maintained in a separate index.

23. When dealing with patents, standards issued by WIPO should be taken into
account and observed.

24. It was felt that this committee should compare notes with committee I as their
two mandates are closely related.

25. In the future, Mr. Noah Nsubuga will be the chairman and Mr. Edward
Chonelwa the rapporteur, Mr. Andre Roos has switched over to subcommittee 6.

Recommendations

26. Strengthening further work of the subcommittee

The further work would entail giving advice to users on textual
database formats and structures. In this regard the subcommittee
would recommend the organization of regular demonstrations and
training workshops. .

There would be periodical surveys and monitoring to find out what
problems uses encounter and what conversion programs may be
available. This would include evaluation of the programs.

27. Methods for disseminating the subcommittee's results.

The subcommittee would send its report to PADIS to be merged with
those of other subcommittees for dissemination through the PADIS
mailing list.

send e-mail messages on its work to concerned parties who subscribe
to electronic networks.

Meet in plenary session once a year.

28. Sensitizing decision makers. This would be done at the technical and
managerial levels. The technical level would be advised on the importance of
designing or buying conversion software. They would also be asked to report
technical problems to the subcommittee.
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29. Managers. The managers would be advised on the importance and unity of
information to convince them on the justification of compatibility and exchange of
information. It was suggested that copies of reports with a tailored cover letter
would be sent to the managers.

30. Strengthening institutions in Africa.

Carry out a survey of the institutions to find out their status.

Disseminatereports to them and generally keep them in the picture of
the subcommittees work. .

cooperate with the SAMARC users to facilitate exchange of
information with the PADIS network.

•

Subcommittee 4: Selection and acquisition of microcomputer hardware

31. In addition to the officers listed above, members of the subcommittee were:

1. Ahmed Abdel Bassit
2. Adhana Mengsteab
3. James Muttunga
4. Michael Nageri
5. Woubalem Taye

32. The scope of this subcommittee should be amended to "subcommittee on
selection and acquisition of computer systems."

33. The scope of the current report which should be transformed into a guidelines
manual whose content should include, but clearly not limited to:

a. Feasibility studies
b. System development cycle
c. Preparation of RFP
d. Evaluation
e. Contract negotiation

34. The overall spirit of these guidelines and activities of the committee is to
encourage a positive contribution of the private sector.

35. Strengthening work of the subcommittee

Period meeting, at leastonce consistent with PADIS recommendations.

To define more clearly the role of the subcommittee, including the
following:

Regularly review the status of the technology, the choice and
selection of computer systems.
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Feedback from member countries on issues related to computer
selection and acquisitions.

Meet prior to annual training meeting to review awareness
success.

Review guideline on selection and acquisition manual

Co-opt additional members, as appropriate.

36. Disseminating the committee's results:

Training

Set up users group on internet on computer selection and
acquisition

Distribute the guideline manual

Produce an IT update newsletter

Sensitizing decision makers

to be regarded as one of the target groups in the dissemination
of the committee's results.

Strengthening institutions in Africa dealing with the scope of the
subcommittee.

Establish the register of institutions to establish on-going
communication.

Subcommittee 4 selection and acquisition of microcomputer hardware

37. Questions were raised during the session of the subcommittee and on selection
and acquisition of microcomputer hardware. It was felt that the report should
incorporate the full cycle of the selection processing (referred to as the conventional
procedures). Specifically the report should discuss matters relating to legal and
commercial aspects, and funding agencies.

38. Is it possible to classify microcomputers in relations to specific categories of
applications - recommended model configurations? This is quite possible and should
be considered.

39. Public domain and shareware software should be highlighted as a potential
source of software applications. It is a popular source often distributed free of charge
and where subscription is required, it is minimal. (Delegates reminded by the
chairman that they should read their material on the issue).

40. The manual should deal with basic things that non-specialist do not
understand, yet they appear to be significant in the selection process. For example,
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what is the difference between SX and DX? This concern also re-emphasized the
need to specify institutional and system requirements.

41. Questions were raised about developing guidelines on the life span of
equipment.

42. Delegates expressed a strong wish to transform the report into a procurement
guides which, as indicated earlier, should have procedures on:

(i) Feasibility study;
(ii) Guarantees;
(iii) Resource identification;
(iv) Donor agencies; and
(v) Government standards

Subcommittee 5 on electronic networking

43. In addition to the officers listed above, group members were:

1. Mr. Birru Dori
2. Mr. Yamba Yerbanga Jerome
3. Mr. Ebrima D. Jobe

44. The subcommittee discussed the paper "Guidelines and Standards for
Electronic Networking in Africa".

45. To overcome the bottlenecks of electronic communication in Africa, there is a
need of creating awareness among higher officials including telecommunication
authorities in that e-mail could improve the development of a country. Moreover, it
is also important that they should know networking as cost-effective. Encouragement
of user groups to participate in the network is also as equally important as persuasion
of higher officials on the other hand, improved software and hardware are developed
for improved communication in networking.

/ 46. As a result, most modems today are capable of.sending and receiving faxes.
Fax machines connected to e-mail offers a number of advantages to users. By doing
so, the cost can be reduced. Furthermore, fax services are made available without fax
machines (fax modems) and e-mail is much faster which does not need to have a
special phone.

47. And now, e-mail is taking or over fax, it makes the exchange of large amount
and various types of data possible; it is easier to use and it saves time. Due to ease
of use and cost factors, e-mail is surpassing fax machines.

48. The most important features of this networking technology (e-mail are: it
decreases cost; it increases volume of data transferred; it makes the transfer of many
types of data - text fields, voice, videos and pictures, and it would possibly be
integrated to intelligent networks.
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49. On the other hand, coming to the legal aspect of e-mail in Africa, there is a'
problem of recognition or acceptance of information received through e-mail, In this
context, there is a technique which could include the signature and letter head called
post script graphics and use of desk-top publishing ASCII command language.
However, the graphics takes large volume and again its cost could go higher. Of
course, e-mail could not be recognized by court which is also true to fax, depending
on the country. The problem ofaccented characters in e-mail was identified.
However, they are binaries and there is a universally accepted 'Internet standard
called MIME for the transmission of binaries. .

50. PADIS is the responsible body for the introduction of this new networking
technology. To this end, there are some steps taken.

51. A survey was conducted, problems are identified and national nodes are
selected under PADnet and consultants are assigned. And what is important is that
willing institutions should persuade the management taking cost-effectiveness into
consideration and should first contact the host institution.

52. Persuasion of higher bodies in order to respond positively in making decisions
should be emphasized.

53. As a result of this, there was a programme for experts and ministers of Africa
organized by,PADIS. It was then.that it is decided November 19 to be observed as
"African Information Day". This programme made officials aware and even some of
them had requested to, be members of the network. On the other hand, great effort is
seen in.African countries towards creating awareness. Cases in pint could be Lesotho
and Ethiopia. Additionally, there is areport concerning e-mail at PADIS, under the
title "Internet and the Art of the Possible".

54. The quality of the image received through e-mail, depends on the quality of
the scanner used and, type of compression programs used. However, the important
point is that because of high time dial up links, currently sending pictures through e
mail is expensive.

55. However, there was a question of minimum requirements to start the e-mail
networking. The minimum requirements could be 2 MB of hard disk, 720 k diskette,
390 kb of RAM, 8088 processor, modem and any phone line. As to who should be
in charge of is that which is thought to be the best with dedication and good-will.
Besides, the country needs system operator and from the side of CABECA, it helps
the' national nodes in providing a modem to new institutions and in giving training.

56: As it was observed, the status of telecommunication infrastructures of African
countries is not as poor as it is thought to be. And e-mail is perfectly working in
different countries of Africa. Although there are problems, what is observed at
present is that, it is encouraging - it is lost effective and it is very fast means of
communication, Of course, it does not necessarily connect institution individually in a
country. Despite this, e-mail is seen to be successful in communicating African
countries. It was noted also that CABECA (Capacity Building for Electronic
Communication in Africa) is in great contribution.
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57. It was also commented that, there are hinderance (technical) in using e-mail.
A librarian or anyone who is on the spot should be trained in application software in
relation to e-mail. Thus, information professionals need to be acquainted with such
software as scanning, screen editing and word processing.

58. Nowadays, there are other alternative media for the transfer of large amount
of data. The best example is CD-ROM. However, it was commented that it seems
that CD-ROM which have many features to developing countries is not much
discussed and emphasized.

Recommendations

1. In view of strengthening further work of the subcommittee:

a. The subcommittee should review its activities in every three months
through PAD/So

b. The subcommittee should review its activities in every three months
through PAD/So

c. Members of the subcommittee should exchange information with
PADIS.

d. PADIS should formalize the selection criteria for membership and
appointment.

e. PADIS should provide terms of reference for the subcommittee within
its scope.

2. In methods for disseminating the subcommittee's results

a. According to PAD/S's guidelines, reports should be distributed by
PAD/S through e-mail and/or hard copy.

3. In ways of sensitizing decision makers:

a. Case studies should be done and notify decision makers.

b. PAD/S should organize meetings for decision makers.

4. In ways of strengthening institutions in Africa dealing with the scope of the
subcommittee

a. CABECA project must be promoted to institutions.

b. PADIS should recommend and assist new clients to use e-mail by
giving free service (to some extent) such as training, communication
equipment etc. and continue its assistance.

c. PADIS must constantly use e-mail in communication and provide
information.

d ..pSlldocl.d·6'nh} 12



Subcommit~ 6 on Authority File

59. In addition to the officers listed above, members of the Committee were:

1. Mr. Andr~ Roos
2. Ms. Masry Maha
3. Ms. Sharon Okinda
4. Mr. Kebour Ghenna (consultant)
5. Mrs. Hiwot Berhane (consultant)

60. Three documents were presented for discussion namely:

Report on the Authority FiIe
A brief Overview ---- Designed to provide the Correct
Form of Institution Name
List of the Institutions Authority File

61. The content and subject matter of Authority Files does not lend itself to
extremely interesting or lively discussion, however, the information contained therein
is very useful for general and specific purposes.

62. . The List of the Institutions Authority File, hereinafter referred to as the List,
was created primarily for computerised systems. It is designed based on the IDRC
manual "Recommended Methods for Development - Information Systems, Vol. 2". It
is intended for use by PADIS network participating institutions which apply the
methodology advocated by PADIS.

OBJECTIVES: The main objectives of the Authority File is to promote
consistency for information retrieval and a clean data base for easy searching
and manipulation of stored information.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Published directories were used to obtain data for inclusion in the Authority
File. This was done to save time in the preparation of the draft document
containing 1000 records.

VALIDATION

CDS/ISIS lacks an in built validation program. As such PADIS designed a
validation program using the CDS/ISIS Pascal program. Inherent problems
and disadvantages of this validation program include the amount of time taken
to validate records as validation isdone at the end of the task rather than
simultaneously checking entry by entry. This makes the system susceptible to
queues and backlogs.

COMPATIBILITY AND FLEXIBILITY
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A number of participants raised their concern regarding theoolnpliHbi1itY and
flexibility of the Authority File in relation to existing tools of trade. It was
generally observedthat in creating the Authority File basic principles of
uniformity should be taken into consideration.

In view of the foregoing, therefore, this Sub-Committee, hereinafter referred
to as the Committee recommended that:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(9)

(10)

(II)

(12)

Amendments and additions to the Authority File be sent to PADIS
copied to the Chairman, Sub-Committee 6.

The current validation programme be re-examined and methods
for on-line validation be investigated to stem queues and
backlogs.

Information used to create the Authority File should be
provided by participating national and institutional centres.

National and Institutional participating centres should be identified as
soon as possible and lists circulated to enable information gatherers
and disseminators to forward data to the collection point without delay
for onward transmission to PADIS.

Where ACRONYMS are available these should be reflected in
the Authority File. Hence a field to accommodate
ACRONYMS should be created.

The layout and structure of the Authority File should be
revised both for aesthetic appearance and to make it easier to
read.

Firm guidelines on the frequency of updates should be adopted
and national centres advised appropriately. .

Updates of the Authority File should be issued at least once a
year to participating national centres.

Existing tools such as AACR2 or INIS etc. should 6e taken
into consideration in the process of compiling the Authority
File.

The coding system incorporating country code organization or
institution' type and sequential numerical numbers be adopted.

The three documents presented be consolidated into a single
report.

That PADIS make available copies of the current validation
program to the Committee members for familiarisation and
review.

14



The Committee would further recommend the following:

(1) That in order to strengthen the work of the Sub-Committee
PADIS provide specific terms of reference for the Committee
to follow in its operations.

•

(2) That there should be regular communication between the
Committee and PADIS throughout the year .

(3) That documents for discussion at forums such as the Sixth
Meeting be circulated to members of relevant Sub-Committees
ahead of time to enable participants to make informed
contribution and effective recommendations. As it happens this
Committee received crucial documents during the session.
This' meant that members had insufficient time to make critical
review.

(4) That the Committee disseminate results of its work through
PADIS newsletters and other media such as e-mail
communication and at conferences, seminars, and workshops
by way of brochures and flyers.

(5) For the above to become a reality this Committee recommends
that PADIS seek funds to provide suitable financial support.

(6) Decision-makers will be invited to participate in forums such as
workshops. conferences and seminars. Documents of the
results of the Committee's operations will also be made
available to decision makers.

(7) To interest institutions in Africa in the work of the Committee
copies of the directories as generated from data held in the
Authority File will be sent to them. PADIS may seek funds to
cover distribution costs.

(8) That there be cooperation and regular communication between
institutions dealing with the scope of the Sub-Committee ego
collaboration in data collection for institutions data base.

dwpSlldoc"oI-6[nbJ 15



Participants List

1. Mr. Marcos Sahlu, Documentation Supervisor
ILCA
P.O.Box 5689
Addis Ababa
Tel: 613215
Fax: 611892
e-mail ilca@cgnet.com

2. Mr. Zerubabel M. Nyiira
Executive Secretary
Uganda National Council for Science and Technology
Kampala, Uganda
P.O.Box 6884
Tel: 250431
Fax: 234579

3. Mr. Akin Adubifa
Programme Officer
Carnegie Corporation
437 Madison Avenue
New York, New York 10022 USA
Tel: (212) 371-3200
Fax: (212) 754-4073

4. Mr. Birru Dori
Ethiopian Science and Technology Commission
P.O.Box 2490
Tel: 511344 Ext. 232
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

5. Ms. Shewaye Lulu
Ethiopian Science and Technology Commission
P.O.Box 2490
Addis Ababa
Tel: 511344 Ext. 232

6. Ms. Maha EI Mastry
ALDOC
League of Arab States
Cairo, Egypt
Tel: 5750511

Annex I.
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P.O.Box 30772
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: 80250113/9
Telex: 22053 ICIPE
Fax: 803360
e-mail: icipe@arso.gn.apc.orgoricipe@cgnet.com
fax: 803360

17. Mr. Edward Chonelwa
Documentalist
African Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO)
P.O. Box 57363
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: 2245611330895

c:\wpSt\doc\act-6[nb] 18



•

•

Telex: 22097. ARSO
Fax: 218792
e-mail: sysop@arso.gn.apc.org

18. Mr. Sam Ramsay Dube
Director
National Library and Documentation Service
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e-mail: arct@endadak.gn.apc.org.
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Fax: 232-22-226180

c:\wp51 \doc\act-6(nb] 22



•

40. Mr. Benjamin Abraha
Engineer (Network specialist)
Netherlands
Balsemkruid 75
3068 DB Rotterdam
Rotterdam, Netherlands
Tel: 010-4203905
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Annex II.

Discussions of Subcommittee 2 (Day I - 14111/94)

Panelist: Mr. Patrick Ball
Chairman: Dr. Peter Lor
Rapporteur: Mr. Nega Alemayehu

1. Mr. Ballpresented his work entitled "PADIS survey Review" briefly.
According to his presentation most of the responding institutions use word processing
software. He emphasized that Dbase is reported to be equally applied as Micro-
CDS/ISIS. .

2. In the course of his presentation, Mr. Ball asked the participants to briefly
describe about their experience if they are not represented in the survey report. This
is said to be impractical as the questionnaire is not annexed with the survey report.

3. After the presentation, the floor was open to discussion. First from
committee members.

4. Mr. Kahssaye Kebede commented on the possibility of integration of graphical
elements within the textual database. It was indicated that this could be possible
when windows version of textual database management software are available and the
point is considered to be very important. One of the participant suggested this could
be done by integrating systems.

5. Mr. Peter Odiyo said that he has no experience on computerized bibliographic
database management systems and no comment for the time being. After members of
the sub-committee commented on the presentation, the floor was opened to other
participants of the meeting. Mr. Dandjinou asked a question about the size of
Mackintosh users and how are they treated. For this-question the presenter
responded by saying that there are institutions using Macintosh and are treated as 286
machines because of the class of Mackintosh.

6. Mr. Muttunga commented on the structure of the survey instrument
(questionnaire) specifically by saying in the questionnaire there is no item which
helps to identify the capacity of the institution.

7. Mr. Jobe commented on the presentation ofthe survey results. He said that it
would have been very informative and easily understandable if it was presented in
graphical forms. He added that a comparison with the previous survey would have
been very informative.

8. A participant from Lesotho asked a question on the size of e-mail and CD-
ROM usage in responding institution. Mr. Ball answered this cjuestion by saying, it
could be answered by counting e-mail addresses in the list annexed with the report.
About 1/3 of responding institutions use e-mail and CD-ROM.

y

,
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9. Mr. Birru Dori raised a question by saying in the survey report it is indicated
that 27 institutions responded how was this institutions selected and is it not a small
sample? Mr. Faye answered-the question by saying that the total No. of
questionnaires distributed was 120 and they are regional institutions, PADlS focal
points and some other institutions.

10; On this issue Mr. Nega Alemayehu, member of the sub-committee raised a
question on the validity of the survey where non-respondents are more than 75%
(100-27/120) .

11. The presenter answered this question by saying in the survey of this type., the
result is valid in the sense that the survey represented institutions here at the meeting.

12. Some other suggestions on the nature of the survey were forwarded i.
questions about core applications of the institute. ii. questions regarding management
issues be included in future surveys.

13. Mr. Ndongo suggested to annex the questionnaire with the survey report.

14. Mr. Faye tried to give a general comment to questions raised. "The aim of
the survey was to asses the institutions at regional level." He further explained on the
nature of CDS/ISIS. How it can be applied, what types of records(databases) can be
developed.

15. Mr. Benjamin Abraha raised a question on the use of the survey why and
how? This issue was answered by saying it is of high value in the endeavor to
assisting African information centers to upgrade their information
services/management.

16. Mr. Nsumbuga (ICIPE) suggested in future surveys it is of high value to asses
the comfortability of users on the application of new technologies.

17. Mr. Ball presented his paper entitled "Evaluation of micro-computer database
software". He discussed deeply the storage medium, comparison of workstation
hardware bases by operating environment and structural complexity, comparison of
software packages specially ISIS family and Xbase family.

18. Mr. Nega asked about the software comparison criteria fixed length structure
and flexibility are not mentioned why is that? 2.ln the report the database designer's
comfort i.s recommended to be the best criteria. Why?

19. These two questions were answered by Mr. Ball. In his explanation he
stresses the flexibility of ISIS is one of its powerful (strong) characteristic but this
could be compensated by the Xbase family software because they are capable of
handling multiple files and memo fields. Mr. ball tried to explain the second
question by explaining that every system designer has to look into the available
resources including locally available human resource. Therefore, the
recommendation in the report is considering this issue.
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files and memo fields. Mr. ball tried to explain the second question by explainill& that
every system designer has to look into the available resources including locally available
human resource. Therefore, the recommendation in the report is considering this issue.

20. Another technical question was forwarded from the participants about upgradill&
. systems, obtaining more memory by editing autoexec.bat and config.sys files, and about·
ISIS and windows. .

21. Mr. Ball explained system upgrading in a very elallorative manner by raising
very technical components of the system. He recommended instead of changing
components it is economical and comfortable to buy new systems.

22. On the question of ISIS and windows, there is no ISIS for windows at least
currently.

23. Does Xbase software need an intensive training? How is It compared to
CDS/ISIS?

A. It depends upon the user and the respondent informed that he does
not know exact length of training period.

Ms. Hafkin informed the participants about training facilities available on
ISIS family software. She pointed out the institutions providing training
support in the region. She further informed the meeting version H of
MINISIS, which runs on micro-computers, will be released latest by April
1995. She discussed some of the features of the new release. The other
point she discussed is that version H will not be offered free of charge
and the technical support will also be sold.

Mr. Lawrence commented about the advantages of optical disks which are
least mentioned in the report. He further discussed and raised some
technical issues concerning the consumption of memory and how we can
free memory.

Mr. Marcos Sahlu commented on the comparison of CDSIISISand
MINISIS. He raised some important issues how MINISIS is stronger than
CDS/ISIS.

Finally, Mr. Solbi discussed about full text databases and bibliographic
databases. And he tried to narne users of MINISIS in Africa. He further
explained the facilities of MINISIS.

The session was closed by Dr. Lor chairman of the sub-committee.

c:\Wp.s. \doc\lcI-6(Dh)

•

•




