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1. The first important contact outlined the nature of tho environmental

machinery in the country.

Resume of discussions held; .

2. The Egyptian concern for the environment is high;

Research has "been carried out for r^any yearc by ^arioa^ o\-^r.^ i:S

government but -up- to. only- about- two years-agO'this-effort-was not

co-ordinated;

It is lelt'^that tHe best vp.y to co-ordinate' is through a non-political »

machinery which recognizes the role of specialized.national agencies

and departments« That body is the National- Academy."of , Scientific .'■

■ Research and Technology (with its" various councils').* .'It. ^s co-ordinated
by the Rational Supreme Council and through the efforts of the different

ministries. ; ;

Discussions;with the President, of the Academy of: Scientific Research and _ ;

technology revealed the fo11owing:

3- Environmental concern in the Academy started since early_1972« But even

before, there were water and air pollution laboratories in E^ypto There was

also research on industrial and professional medicines for so^s industries..

With the'above as a basis for environmental concern, the concept of Habitat

has now been included..

4. Many aspects of the environment are in different research institutes

and are discussed and considered in 14 different Councils including the Council

for .Environrne-atal-Research ^mde-P'tks national AesJdemy 'of-Scientific'Research :'

and Technpl ;:*y. ] _ . ' . ^ - '.; ■

5« Recently, people;have become aware of the environment i.e, pollution,

housing both in urban'and rural arsas. In Cairo,: fo'r instance, the problems \
of. .traffic and- housing are- -among- tne-key problems., •• •- '

6o The Council for Environmental Kesearch is a fcopj. ^oint .for :.nier".^l anti

external matters on environment • _ .......

7« There is also a horizontal concept of the environment as conducted %y .

the different specialized councils of the Academy, The President of the

Acaderny feels,tho Egyptian experience will.be a good example to other countries

in Africa. There.is.serious concern on "human pollution" as a result of social-

economic changes as well, particularly in relation to the post-war situation

where there is a change of direction in the use and conservation of natural

resources.. The impact of this shift in government policy is quite big.. ' .,

8» He also fegls that since the establishment of the Council for Environ
ment Research there is increased earnest awareness and will among the most

"environmental ministries" e.g. the Ministries of Agriculture, Industry, and

Irrigation, The intention is to have "environment" advisory sections in each

Ministry to ensure implementation of standards etcc Personnel would not be

a constraint.
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The structure is as follows:

The National Supreme Council of Planning

Chaired by the Ex-Prime Minister

(on behalf of the Head of State)
(45 members)

Academy of Scientific

Research and Technology

(Members include Under
Secretaries of Ministries

There are 18 selected

members).

Ministers epresenting .Ministries

Council for Environmental Research

l^one of 14 councils under the

board of the Academy)

Committee on Personnel

and incentives

Committee on Science

Policy and Planning

Committee on

Scientific

Equipment

Committee

on Foreign

Relations

10. The functioning of this structure is best illustrated in examples. But
conceptually and in practice, the Academy of Scientific Research brings to the

attention of the. Supreme Council, chaired by the Prime Minister, issues which
have already been considered by the Councils (one or all fourteen of them).
The text of the message of the Academy.will be the results of a specialized
research part of the most relevant Ministry; ther is therefore little room
for disagreement - the Academy is the coordinator and mouthpiece,

11. The National Academy lacks statutes, norms and standards and also
lacks effective policing mandate and ability.
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a^e of I^f^\+f°r Hnvir0^en"ial Kea^ch and the Council .in the Academy
are of the eight universities and Under Secretaries of ministries of"

rtf1 Fi of the *cade.y la Chairman of
■ •

19. 'The Academy is Central Government financed and this finance is*to
\n°ZT- "c?ntlT?B *$ **&<** to other coj^cils. There^are, for e^l«, ■
30 projeojs.. on the effects of the '-high da*"; six of them are already
financed by the Academy. The results are ™ade known to the Academy and

ttl^T Y co-ordinates inte^inisterial inter-disciplinary research
JmSo

The Main Problems ■

20, ■- Action on the environment was delayed and problems were not
stopped, (prevented), -Real action started two years ago whilst
researches etc. had gone on for more than 50 years. The real

. problem.was to get the researches oriented and co-ordinated
oowards one goal* Perhaps the war between Israel and Egypt
also delayed meaningful response.

- Lack pf effective dissipation of information, transfer of
information and application of research results.

- The Academy dees not have "institutional poncing" ability bftt
if tdvice to a ministry is not heeded the issue is brought to
th_. National Council (cha-^d by the ex-?ri-.^ Klnis+er although
the Head of State is the head of the Council,) ■ '
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1. Prof. Dr.A. ABOU-EL-AZk, President, Academy of Scientific
Research and Technology

2. Prof. Dr. H. ISI&IL, President, Environment Research Council

3. Dr. AWd Ibrahim HEGUIB, Head, Aerobiology Section, Department

of External Scientific Relations, Academy of Scientific Research

and Technology - j^ber of the Board of Directors, National Re-
search Centre

4. Dr. Ah^ed CW1 ABDEL SAffi'E, Academy of Scientific Research
and Technology


