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.. COLLECTION OF ‘TﬁTISTIéStOF’MARITALTéT@?US:IH AFRICA

A INTRODUCTION' [ Cone R R R A

i.i Tals paper hoq bee p“opared at tne reques®. off the Semina¥-on
Populatlon Problcms in Apllca held in Cairo, 1962,;the Th;rd onference'
<of African btatlstlﬁ*lans9 Add?s Abab”‘71903, an@ uhs Afr¢can Semlnar on

| Vital Statistios] Addic’ Ababa,'i96¢ | o

"“2. 'In’ the past few yeero_(a.e; 1056m-964), a number of African
_ countrlas—/have omltted froh thﬂlr povulatlon ensuses any 1rqu1ry into
' marltal status, elthpr because thev fe1t that" ther° Were technlcal
drffIGU1t1es, or because tuey uhough+ the data were of "1nauff1clent
value‘ It 15 noped uhﬂu th° paper Wl]] help.to clarify some “of” these
dlfflculties. Aléo,iln ordef thau 1:h's a1ue of uhc data onr marital status

.,‘»\-:‘

may be- moTe w1dely Lnderstood a c*1,1.'anzrarv o? the uses of. marriage. ‘and

dlvorce statlstlcs (ezpcunded in th 19)8 lsﬂue of the Unlted Nations

-; Demqgraphlc Yearhmok) ‘is attembted 1n tﬁf follow1ng para aph$¢‘1151i¥_

EES

Rk i Demographlcally, tho marltal stauu; of *he populatlon has “an

'”0bV10US importaace as a iaotor influenu_ng populaulen gronth. fHth a

tabutation of marital stabus oota 1n re atﬂou to sex and. - age, the:

- e

.%nflugnceyof failure to s rrv, of the age at m'ﬁ aﬁe, znd -0f the

si°

j[:'I'e*amZLen@e--'€>‘i‘?‘W:‘Lc‘i‘t:1w~]:1f':n:>'r and” dlxorra upoa bh en;oduaplve,eap301ty of the

Dbopulation in.zeproductive’ ages ﬂay 1’w:fcw_(.,:4.mu1t—:'<1.

. _‘_”...._-wu e

4o cOnOmxcally d@La on merital stats
2

© . many: kinds~@£ﬂama?ygt§““ Taa formaum_;

holds", ) 1ndlcaued by narrjﬁ 2 and d¢vorce sua+lst1 s would uupply

‘needed . guldanca for hou 1ng prog:ummeu.(bouh number and typn), the planning

fﬂqf‘gpﬁgyplty:§§rv;ces (e.g. prov;s;on.of water supply, medical carey

hospitals, e3c.), and the development of enierprises concerned with newly

married couples (e.g. real estate projects, furnituve and clothing

1/ They include Bechuanaland(1963), Becutoland(1956), Comeres{1958), Kehya
(1962}, Nigeria(1963), Rhodesia(1962), Sierra Leons{1964), Tanganylka
(1957), Zanzibar(1958 ), Tunisia(1956), U“anda(l959}* Zamh&a(l963)

_7 Repo:t on_the 1658 Census of Populaticn of Zan21bar ‘Protectorate.
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manufactuiing,:infant“food and clothing, eto.). Simildrly, marital status
data could assist ih the analysis of problems of dependency and of factors
affecting the supply of labour (e.g. in the case of w1dowhood)

ConoilDe. Agaln, sueh statistics are of value for the study of sociological

. .and medical problems connected with bachelorhood, ‘spinsterhood;- W1dowhood, L
-and divorée.  In countries where consehsual unions and/or polygamous -

marriages are common, census data or sample surveys on these types of

unlon will prOV1de valuable 1nforma$10n for ‘the 8tudy of such customs.

‘;'g?f6 : Thus; from: demographlo, economic,- &8 well as SOClal po1ﬁts of

V1ew, the collection of data on marital status sither through popuiatlon
Census s or: demographlc sample surveys in "Africa, seems to be desirable as

- well as emsential for social and- economic development’ plannlng.f The ~

present siudy is based mainly on an analysis of country data'available,
with particular emphasis on the methodologi¢al "approach, comparablllty of
efinitions, classifications, and coverage;-and. the difficulties’ that may
be encountered in the application of 1n¢ernatlonal»recommendatlons theroonf
with the v1ew to providing some food for thought for the scheduled 1970
‘world populatlon census programme.

INTERNATIONAL HECOM:ENDATIONS ON ‘MARITAL STATUS. STATISTICS::

Te Internatlonal recommendations~/6n the compilat1on of marltal
‘status statistics consist’ of ‘thosé relatlng to classifloatlon of status
categories and their definitions, minimum age for marital status tabula-
“tionsyete.  The ‘recomuended statuses and definitions théreof are as
follows: - ’ R

(a) ingle, that is, never married.
S (w) Married, 1nclud1ng all persons formally marrled, whether or not
T living with spouses, and persons in stable de facto unlons,
' varzously known as consensual, common—law, trlbal, customany
:‘un:l.ons and the like. ' o e e

- 1/ Principles and Recommendations for Nationil Population Censqug_fUnited
Nations publication, sales No: 58 xvII.5 )y para. 410, Principles for a
Vital tatxstlcal System (UN publicatlon, Sales No. 1953fXVII;§5
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(¢) Yidowed,; that is,” a survivor of a marriage dissolved by dbetﬁ"”‘

“and’ not remarried.
(&) " Divorced, that is, a person whose marriage was dlssolved hy
legal means and who has not remarried, i including persons a
formezly living in stable dg fagle unions but no longer regarded
. as. forming part of such.a umion.. . -

(&) PMarital status not stated

8. In additionj* it is recommended that persons whose marfiagée have
been dnnulled may be included in either category (a) or (d}, atcérding to

the requirements of each country. Yhere the frequeﬁey of de facto

marriages is sufficient to-justify special provision and whefe it is

probable that reliable information will be obtained, it may’be”desirable“j
to sub-divide the "married" category into (1) ‘persons formally married and
(2);persons in stable de facto unions. . "Legally separated" persons may be

showu ag a .separate. sub—catevory under "divorced'.

‘9, On the coverage of data, it is recommended that 1nformat10n on
marital status should be collected for all persons above the miniium ager'
for marriage as specified by civil law or as determined by fhe:cuStems of
the country %bneerned. “Tabulations of marital status should show at 1east
ages M"under 15 years'" and "15 years and over! as separate groups, to

facilitate international comparison.

10. It is further recommended that census reporis shoﬁld eiplain

clearly the deflnltlon of each tabulated marital status category

el
-

(e.g. dlvorced, legally separated de facto se“arated, temporarlly

- separated, conseneually marrled, etc ), taklng 1nto account the enumeratlon

instructions’ and the data proce531ng procedures.

MARRIAGE PRACLICES N AFRICAo | e i e

1l Before exag;n;ng_ihe.ﬁppllaahlllxy*ef 1nternataoﬂa&-recommendahons-
to Afrlcan practlce,‘lt is necessary to summarlze the varlous types of .

Lira o

marriage that “are belng contracte “1n ETTlca. The attempted summary s

based on, rather l;m;ted 1nformat10n on the subaect, which, hewever, mqg;"’

R AR

serve to throw some’ llght on the categorles of statlstlcal 1nterest. “The
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avallable statlstlcsl studies are few, and the results are often of
questlonable 1nterpretatlon becauze of the small 31ze of populatlon groups
studled, of the p0531b111ty of bias resultlng from 1nev1table errors of -

A

observatlon and of selectlve factors in certaln cases.

124 Africa: is-currently experiencing a transition.from the age-old
isolation and primarily self-sufficing economy to that of modernization and
- development. Tiith the growth of towns -and rapid development of trade and
1ndustry, brlnglng in themr wake a grow1ng degree of moblllty of labour
; and greater 1nd1v1dual freedom, the authorlty of the famlly or clan on the
1nd1v1dual 1s fast decllnlng, and 1n time perhaps many of the varlous
marrlage praotlces now 1n force Wlll .become obsoclete. Nevertheless, for
the tlme at least and probably for some years to come, the remarks on“.=

Afrlcan marrlages in the fOllOWlnb paragraphs Wlll oontlnue to apply

13¢  In the minds of probably the majority of Africans today; marriage
is still regarded as "primarily an institution for procreation® g/withﬂf.
the "procreatlon of chllursn ag 1ts essentlal aim", 2_as Man ‘alliance
between the two _bodies of kin based on thelr -commorn 1nterest in the
marrlage 1tself and 1ts contlnuance, and 1n the offsprlng of the unlon,;
. who w1ll ‘be, of course, kin of both of the two kln-groups. As is common
‘1n a predomlnantly agrlcultural soclety, where oontlnuatlon of the
ancestral lineage and the provision of worklng teams are important, .
marrlage by payments (e.z. of cattle, hoes, beer, etc.) and counter-pay-.
ments 1n many parts of Afrlca, in acoordance with longustandlng tradltlons
and customs, would establlsh__gggi paternlty Sver the chlldren born, and
gives a husbind and hid’ Kin certarn rlghts in relatlon to hls W1fe and the
iichlldren she bears—/ For hln, this means that they are aééﬁers of hlSL i
working team (and in the 61d days hisg flghtlng force), are SubJGGt to hls

.—/ R. Blanc, Le llariage en Afrique .: Concepts. et _Aspects demographigues,
Internatlonal‘Pbpulatlon Conference, New York, 19 1, P. 172. o

2/ survey ‘of Affican Karriase and FamlI’ Llfe, edlted by A. Phlllps,:ﬁ
QOxford-University Press, 1953, p. 3 & “15. ‘ CRENe

_ ; agsy 6411647 Radeli e Brown &
1958, Oxford Unlversliy Press, Pps:46.&.50. ;0 .. -,

| Daryll Forde,
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authority, contribute to his support in old age, and if they are giris, he
recelves iheir mavrriege payments;. for them that he is the man they look to
for marriage cattle and land to .cultivate; to.sacrifice on their behalf to
the ancestors, and ultidmately for « share in his posses31ons.f/ It 1s due
to the desire for children, the. alliarc e beuween two. clans or klnsmen
rather thdn between uwo 1ndJTlduﬁlS in a marrlages and the general
pOSLtlon of dependence of a woman in an African 3001ety, that a number of

varieties ofAma Tluae pract;ce oxlst anozg the peOples of Afrlca today.

14, The ex1st;ng;types-of‘ggrp;age pract;sed in Africa may be
sumuarized under the following headingss:. .

,

with established traditions and customs, including marriages by
payments, Ey'éPrvice;‘or-by'servicé'and payient;
(11) Nor-customary marriages; which may be sub~d1v1ded intos .
{a) c1v1] marviages, " and '
" (h) murrlages performed according to rites of organized -
( rellglons, 2. g Chrlstlanlfj, Islam, etC., and
(iiﬂ Stabie de fdo+o unions” (consensua1 marrlages), which are -
:generally 161 regarded as legally blndlng by eitherof the two -
systeuws; custimary or otherwise,; but ghould be included under -

tae category M"marriedl -for stafmstlcal purposes.

irThe first two categories of marriage and their sub-categories may -
overlap in the cage ot - *customary and civil! and 'Churxch ard civil'

marrlgges.

151. BOuh monogamy and po‘ygamy may e dlstlngulshed under any of the
above three marrlage cateborleo _ Polygamy 1s 1mportant under Islamlc law
and also under 1oca1 custom in manv nonvhoslem s001et1es in Afrlca. 'A

special note on pulygany is presented below in Uaragraphs 31- 33

16. Uithin the custonavy *ovmw of marrlage, it is p0551b1e

distinguish a variety of practlces other than marr1¢ge by payment'an /or -

1/ Philips, Ov. Gite, De Gl

(i)  Customary marriages. that is, marriages contracted in-accordance
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service, ey include: (a) marriage by exchange, (b) secondery marriage;
(e)” ghoat naﬁrlage, (&) leviratic marriage, (e) woman~to-woman marriages. :
(£) = type of . polyandrous marriage (the'wife of the village'). 1In the .
following SeCulonS, some brief comments are made on these, as well-as on

non—custonary narriages and de facto unions.

lT._ harrlage by payment (cattle, hoes, cloths, spears, cowry shells,rlv

copper, rlngs9 1ron ba.rs9 beer, or cesh, etc. ) lixamples of such payments
are found in gast and Test Africa énd the Congo (Leopoldv1lle) 'In South
Africa, the cattle payment ‘ts ‘termed Lobola and constitutes one of the
prerequisites of a customary marriage: "The ‘marriage payment, whether.
it. be small_or. large, isﬁthezobjective-instrument by which & legal .
marriage-is established. In some ingtances 1t 1is a‘compensgtion or
indemhity to the woman's.-family for the loss. of . a member. This is par-
ticularly.-so where . the .marriage payment is con51derab1e and 1is used to
obtain a wife for the woman's brother.® l” In the case of a d;vorce, the
marriage payuent will have to be repaid. -In some tribes where the pay-
ment consists.of cattle, it-is the same:cattle with all their inerease
that should be- returned.—/ nhere the marriage cattle recelved for marrylng
a.sister is used in obiaining a w1fe for a. brother, a divorce from the

former may. precipitate that of the latter.

18. Narriage by services onlys consistes mainly of-iwe typess

(a) ¥here the: husband both. before and after his marriage,, livesuand;works

permnanently at- the willage of:his xifefs. father,_characterlstlc of the
matrilineal peoples of North-Eastern hhodesia and Nyasaland}{ and (b) In
some tribes where marrlage is normally legallzed by payment, a man who
.Jcannot make uhe payment 1s allowed to marry on the ba31s of service and
res1dence w1th hls wife's father, who claims the chlldren of the unlon 28

members of h1s llneagéb

LN .. e .

7 add;1ffe-Brown & Forde, op. 01t., p. 53.

_/ Ibld, P ‘5o,
3/ Philipps, op. cit., p. 7. R
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19. Marriage by service and payments: Wherc both payments and certain

. prescribed services are given to the girl's father in

the period before

the marriage, which is charact°ristio of the peoples of .ithe Nuba hills and

some trlbes of the Nigerian Plauoau- - The services may consist of the boy

anq,hls age-matesf‘kabour in.hut building and ferm work for extended

, peribds,

: 20.  Marriege by exchanme: a Gying cugtom im perts of Nigefiér{

i wherd there:is an exchaige of women, ezch grour (family; lineagd, or clan)

providing a wife for a men of the other. If a marriaze broke up through

the w1fe s, fault, no compensation was poss"ble other than the weturn of

the ‘Woman, exchangbd for her, and hence the dinssclution ofta socond

»

marrlage.

2 21.. ‘Becondory marriage: Among certain tribez o

Nomthﬁrxﬁﬂgerlh o

1o -woman’already married may be-sought in marriage by cuothor nun’. szo

would. involve an -element of L pomx{h @i i onivaneal” preu indad,

usually with:the agreement: ofl theé woman®s parea%:q—but‘é¢ain hO'WIEI

and without the knowledge of “tHe "Firut hwiband., ~ Seco

“-real marriages, and possess all the ritual ‘of & marrs

ndary marris gea anrs

aﬂe,"”ao is,

preliminary payments, 'bride price!, apocintmint of a wali {an arbitrator

of marltal dlspug=s), and a weddirg fea,u. Mho sooon

not annLl the primary marriage, for {he prirary husba:

dlssolve the marrzage and reclain the ‘briiqupricsib

cary marriage does
1d does not formally

He lives-in sthe hepe

that she Wlll one day regume her rparried life with biu, and Yhis she .

frequently does

Anise "224-:PGhogt marriage!’, recormimad
- nobably -:the Zulu, Basuto .and Lo Vewda

Nuer in the Southern Sudan and cthoer paris of Alrics-

:7—§£;i15§é, op. 01t., p. 7. _ N
T2/ I, poiii. T T e
3/ Ibid, p. 133. e e e
4/ Inid, p. 134 - S
5/ Ibid, p. 15.

_/ E.E. Evans-Pritchard, Soms _Aaneats of M

'Y"'"“ 200 a7 ?

~ort1 A?rﬂﬂa,

'7.°d hmong tHe
« In this type of
* - “c‘;

e Fanily Amone b
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‘marriage practice, a woman may be married "to the name" of a’man who has
_died'uhéarfied, or, though married before death, but died withouthale
_offsprlng, 50 that his line need not.die out. The marrlage 1s effected in
the dead man's name - by -one of ‘his kinswen, in which caSe, the 1egal
husband is the "ghost' in whose name the bride cattle were paid and the )
marriage ritual performed and the legal father of the children is the

'ghost', whlle their genltor and foster—father has the status of vdicarious

“husband to their mothe;.l

) 23. 'L1v1ratlc marriage': In the livirate, exempllfled by the
‘customs of the Hebrews, and in Africa by the Nuer and Zulu and many ‘other
peoplesﬂ{ when a man dies and his wife has not passed the age of child-

bearing it is the duty of the man's brother or other near, relatives to
.llve with the widow in order to raise chlldren. The widow Temains the wife
of the' dead man, and the children begotten by the new husband will also be
counted as those of the deceased. Similarly, in some tribes of South
Africa, such as the Zulu, if a woman proves to be barreny her kin will
provide a sister to bear children who will be counted as children of the

barren Wife.2

24. A ﬁémanwto—woman marriages . In several regions of Affiéa; there

- is a custom whereby a woman may go through a rite of marr1age w1th another
.woman and thereby she stands in the place of a father (pater) to the off-
8pring of the wife, whose physical father (genitor) is an 3531gned

lover. This is done sometimes by a barren woman to secure” ‘isgue for Ker

husband, but also by a2 wealihy woman =o as to found a compound.-of which

‘'she will be the headoﬂ/ The assigned or chosen 'lover' could be soc¢ially

1/ E.E. Bvans-Pritchard, Some Aspects of Marriage and the Famllliamong the
Nuer, 1645. .

2/ Radcliffe-~Brown & Forde, op. cit., p. 64.
3/ Radcliffe~Brown & Forde, op. cit., p. 4.
4/ Philips, op. cit., p. 128.
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- recognized as this woman's. husband, but his children would be regarded as

the children of the woman who had. made the ﬂarrlage payment. Thie

1/

o~ s 5 I P

25. A type of polyandrous marrlage,‘the ‘wife of the v111age', is

foun "Eﬁﬁng“the.Lelefnai tha.reg;gpﬂbetween‘the Kw11u and Kasal, and thelr

neighbours the Pende, Bunda, and Dlnga.2 She is theeretlcally the wlfe of

"a1l its wen except those who, as members of her own clan, call her their

sister.g/ This institution is forbidden by the law of the Congo, but "the

prohlbltlon has been 1neffect1ve" 2

- 26. Civil marriages: This type of marrlage is usually contracted in

accordance with the requirements of the civil law of a country, ‘and per—
formed in court; in municipal offices, or at home in the presence of
W1tnesses. The marriage contract may be either ertten or, as in some
“parts of Ethloplar/ oral. In South Africa, civil marriages must he per-
formed by a marriage officer (a magistrate, native commissioner; or: a

Minister of Religion).

27. lMarriages with rites of organizedmreiigiehéi'”that is, marriages

~contracted 1n Churcn or those performed w1th hoslem rltes, etc.

“ 28, " De fatto or consensual unions: which' may inolude’ 'trlal o

marrlages'i{ union by 'mutual consent!, widow-concubinages,  and gsalaried

- marrlage . (1.e. on'" monthly payments ), etc.

29. FPolygamous marriage, where a man may legally narry more than one

wife concurrently.

1/ E.E. Evans-Pritchard, op. cit., p. 38.
2/ Philips, op. cit., p. 90 & 91.
é/ Nathan Marein, The Ethiopian Impire~Federation and Laws, 1955. p. 161.

ﬁ/ Ruth Levin, Marriage in Langa Native Location, University of Cape Town,
1947, p. 43.

j/ Ingudte deémographique par Sondage, 1955-57, Congo (Leopoldville).
é/ Nathan Marein, op. cit., p. 162.

b g
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307 “To summarize, the folloWing practiced in regard to marrlage méy

be said to" exlst in’ parts of the fOIIOW1ng reglons of Afrlca.

Type of marr - ‘ Selected parts of B
marriage’ - . . .. "East .- Central .- :-West . . South
. Africa Africa Africa Africa ‘

(a) Marriage by: payment ... S ox

x . _
(p) " ~ " service ... xi/ 4 x

5
X

(e} . = ™ "M gervice &. - S R
Pa—yment oew - "‘- S g x . PR -
(d) Marriage by exchange .. - - -

(¢) Secondiry marrisge ... - & Fnageessiose o

(£) €i¥il marrifges ..cv.sn

)
Ly
M

(g) Marriages with rites of =
organized religions ;..

M
M

(h).”Ghost marriage" ..v..:

(i) "Leviratic marriage" ..-

Rus
M j:ii g

(3) Polygamous marriage ...

(k) De facto (or consensual) _ o S o
’ SRR V1 a5 K o) o7 PURCRNULNPNY" SNSRI SO SRR S SRR, SIS S

¥.B. "x" indieates'eiisteﬁce of type of marriage; "t indicates absence
‘of practice ag far as can bhe ascertalned with available 1nformat10n.
.- Among the Nyakyusa (see Philips, p. 63).: S : }li

Among the Shona of the north-—eagtern region of. Southern’ Rhodesla
(see Philips, p. 16).

AN

3/ ‘“Among the Pembav - < ot e
: ﬁ/ The custom is probably obsolete. S
2/ Among the Nuer, the Gusii and the Kipsigis.
&/ Recognized by the Zulu, Basotu, and the Venda group.
v Among the Ngonis, the Ila, and the Tonga. et
L ‘\_‘_,f:'
L N
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( Continued)

M R _mruaah%J_: B :1:W@wﬂwwm of; - ‘.Mwmu @qzﬂwﬁwWwavﬂwvm@ I ) ._mmwo05wmmm ”wmbomndmmm
o -QOUNDRY - = e data - | women for every - |- . of allymarried men! of all married

P ORI 1 M olcmwwmwﬂmv P 100 married men . : i A0men
P VUL U VONDUN [N R . C e e e e - ! S o . el
m mxmwamwmv m s & _,Eouo maw | Polygamy | Monogamy | Pdlyganmy
HE , 1 . et

m 4 ..». o [ i 3 b !

111, Togo ) : : .

. Urban census o le o f1958-60 147 R 68.0 32,0
i Rural survey © 5 1958-60 .o | w 62.7 . 31.3 | o
115, UAR (Zgypt) . C * 1960 is L 96. m:\ 5.8/

1/ Zxcluding oosmmumﬁmw unions . . ” ;
2/ Referring &o distribution of neads of 50¢m®50w@m (males)
w\ cwowﬁgwsm :amuuwm@ Smwmm over puberty" swdw no wife, i
h\ Ag wmuomﬁﬁmmm of . adult smpom (aged 16 and odev ﬂudw wives !
m\ Referring &o amHme& ?OWHmB males osH% m . m M .
i : : ! :
3 bs ; i
. ' i ! L i
; T ST R | 3 "
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THE EXTENT GF TOLYGAMI

31. Statlstlcs on the varlous practlces of marrlage are lacking with

iz

the, exceptlon of polygamy From data complled for 15 countries in Africa
fngg resulta of .population: censﬁses Gl &emographlc surveys conducted in
t wquId seem that . péliyga.morlm YdaFriage is still being widely

ay [ o4 wf ﬁéans"flmlted to the countrles

& OnL

-Hata are not avallable for most
S d SHTY {U"“i"

1955~64,

.Afrxcan cpuntiles in genérﬁl, anqjln.Gulnea, Togo, ﬁahomey, Mall, Central
. 'African R@pﬁﬁllc, nger, Senegal - AIvory Coast, ha' Congn.(Leopolgv1lle)

.""

';qn orderkof‘declgnlpg 1ﬁportance. Ag revealed in he

UH oy

. B reys; the" avgrage number of v}ves per mar;zedﬁgan ;gaahad
1.32 for the Central Afrlcan Rgpubllc, 1'44 for Dakotey, b1 fgs;@ogo

- {Ufban, Qanaus, 1958-60), and- 1. 57 for Gu.mea, due’ paftly 4o the early
R T

marriégé of glrls ‘and late marriage of men, and Partly ati 1east %@ -+he

custgm f "yidow 1nher1%ance“ In Dahomey, noi less ‘than 31% of the

marrled men were polygamous in 1961, and ov 52%*of2ﬁh@ q&rrled women

vbre marrled tnﬂnplygamous husbands, the corresﬁondlng pgggenyagea of
polygamously parried men in Togﬁ“irural gurvey), CGuinea, M“Ii“fﬂaute
Vhllee)belng 37%, 354, and 43ﬁ respect1ve1y= Of_hhg ‘three cqgntrles for

which data are ava&lable on distribution of married women by monogamy or
polygamy, the Congo (Léo.) Tecorded in 1955-57 that 31% of the married

wgmen were. married;to polygamous husbands, the correspondlng percentages
| fer Seﬂagal (Dakar oniy) -and Dahomey being 30% and 52 respectively.

33. Among the Nbrth_Af:zcan countries, data are avallablg only fer

“the Sudan and the United Arab Republic (Egypt). The 1955/56 Sudan census

showed that about 16% of the total number of "married males o#éflpuberty
and with w1ves“ were polygamous, while 1n the UAR (Egypt), only some 4% of
the total of "marrled Moslem maleg". had more than one wife in 1960. Data

for East African countrles are lacklng except for Tanzanla,_where the

o 1957 sample census of Tanganyika ahowed that about 21% of the "adult males"

(aged 16 years and. over) with WiVes were polyganously marrled. -




! . L]
B/CH. 14/@3 4/431:11/5
Page 14
‘PRGB}.H{SLOF' smmsncamnmasmm. N T 00 TA Y
e 34. in the follow1ng paragrapﬁs on problems of ‘definition,™
s A_J—;S E “»,:-‘ -y &3 0Ty
cla331flcatlon and statlstlcal measuremenf, what appiles to- populatlén
censuses and aeﬁéé%sphlc suiﬁe?g ﬁbuld perforce apply to 8ivil reglstraxixu
drownd oof Dafimii npoerr Ore

‘At present, reglstratlon of v1ta1 events, in partlcdlar fha% of’marrlages
VEosfdelieve trr gvg afab LSR8

and dlvorces, is not generally enfbrced in mosf Af%ican countrles. Th

problems of registration relate to compieteness of cbvarage, tlmellness

of da%é; etc., apart from the' usual définitishal’ and-classificatory

‘#'pioblemsi. .The: paper does not. gé-into the question of registration betause

bl

bffiﬁﬁﬁéifficulties at‘presentfﬁfévéiling:in?theuAﬂnican-rsginn.\fsgﬁfi

1cat1on and deflnltlon dlfflcult if not 1mposslble 1n some cases.' First
TR K
and foremost, the cla531f1cat10n of marital status categorles in ganeral.

Due to the relat1Ve 1nstab111ty of marrlages in certain parts of Africa,

and customary practlces of varled forms of'mafrlage,'ln partlcular, con-

»»»»»

sensual uﬂibns,‘lt 1s sometlmes 1mp053i%13 6" state clearly what a -

T

10U [3i .
person s marltal status 1s in 1Lalv ﬁﬁa cases. Roberts & Tanner 1n ‘their
AT

locallzed study 1n an area of low fbrtlllty in north-east Tanganyiks, -
1957/%8, observed that "the conaugai condltion cannot be speclfied in

L e T s Pt -

categories more detaiied than currently marrled' an&"currently hbt’

marrled', for it 1s 1mp0531b1e to dlstlnguzsh thelr sub—d1V1s1oss:TmThe
latter 1nclude fhe dlvoroed, wldowed, "and not yet marrled. The marrled
category 1ncludes those practlslng-aﬁ?Jof the seven d1fferent typgs 6%
‘marrlage-b%sbbvablevlnu%he avsdy-ﬂégéﬂhsr?thhmﬁhe:p&h&l@lpantSuln commop—

“lEw uhfons'é/*m.%huugh this referbiitis: pertained b s -phirviculer and tiny

CaIsE ofohe Afritah country onlyyiHeverthbless it fhilibates the problems

of classifivatibi that may exist In ‘othed’ paits of Africatas welly: This
Tig especlally 1mportantg as coun¥ries may zdopt different’ practibes and

3-_»,.‘.1..": ¥

"“in an Arearof ng‘

_/ D.F.’ Roberts & R.E.% Tanner,'ﬂaﬁgﬁ‘;
- Ferdili4y in Northe-east Taqgggwgka, oy
NO. l, July 1959’ p0.64t N . ,»»-) ‘.r L ;5_‘:.;' 3:
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definitions for the same marital status categories such that international
comparability of the resultant statistics would be seriously impaired. .
36. DPolygamy poses statistical problems in the following'wéy35"
(a) The definition of the hougebold: Should -polygamous ‘households

“ with‘a number-of wives-and their respective children e counted &g one

. housiehold or seVeral households? An international recommendation seems tb

"take“the line that in ‘the case of a‘pbiygahousﬂhnibn; it should be dounted

as one household: "if the members share the principal meels and geénerally
-are regarded as one unit, the various housing units may be considered as

separate sleepitg quarters since, the numbers. of the. group: household sleep

.~ Bpart hﬁyﬁeaﬁ,t§gethp:."l/_1f they glso‘agm,separataly,uthey‘maygbew
. ponsidered separate households -and steps must. be.taken to avoid over- -

nggpﬁ;né_qf-the husband. who lives with different wives at different: .. .
periods.

S .#p fthe post-enumeration survey of Gbana following its 1960 census,
huwever, a dlfferent approach sgems. to have ,been. adopted, namely, ..
L "If 1n a house oT. .compound, a-man has several wives, with each-wife
_and her chlldren .oceupying, their. own set of rooms: in. the: house, and the
man eats sucoe$31vely with each of his wives, the.whole house should be

treated as one household.}g/_h_-

. () Marital status of the husband.- In.case. of.divorce of one of a
polygamous husband's wives, the marital status of the husband would remain

. ‘unchanged although the W1fe 8. status would. be .changed from.'married" to

""dlvorced" - $imilarly, in case of death of the husbandy a number: of

wldows would result.“ T P T ALE o

(c) New family units: with polygamous husbands  taking.on additional

. w1vgs the marrlage -may .or may not give rise to the. formetion-of radditional

famlly unlts, and .this would have a bearing on the number of ;Yconsumer-

units"_and such other crlterla related to market research Jor - the newly

ER s M

_ marrled demand analys1s, etc.

: PANEE R v - e e - - e

-3;/ Handbook of Household Surve eys — A Iractical Guide for Inqulrles on
Levels of Living (United Natioms p publication: Sales NO. 64,XVII.13),
DP. 12.

;/ Instructions to Enumerators for Post-enumeration Survey, Ghana, 196G
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PSR,

37.. Other complications would occitr in' the following marriage

practioee:u

-

"becondary marriages" referred to in paragraph 19 mlght have the
. effect of double-countlng, ag both theg: prlmary;and the eecondary husband
would be counted as "marrled" in efatus (to= ‘the ‘same" woman), even though
there would be a separation in fact,: poseably only temporary, between the

.: woman and her primary husband.

T Comal
O '

Ll :‘_3&; Theoretlcally no probelme would be encountered in the type of
rirmarrlage, known as marrlage by exchange, and the type where the cattle
ﬁA: payment;("hrmde-prloe") recelved for a 31ster 1s ueed ;n obtalnlng a wife
i “for & brother. In both cases the "true" davorce rates a8 . related“to the
number of marrlagee would” he unduly 1nf1ated, on account of the d;ﬁruptlng

effect o0fione marriage ‘on 'the other. L

39; With "leviratic" marrlages, the dlfferent statletloal treatment
-accorded to Widows ‘franerited in dlfferent countrles would give niee to
problems of 1nternat10nal comparahlllty. Ae widows 1nher1ted are. still

* ‘considered to be& legally married to thelr deceaeed husbands (i.e. no re-
marriage}, the 1nher1t1ng brother or near relatlve of the deceaeed would

L Sy

40. De_facto (or oonseneual) unlons naturally glve rlse to additional
. . S s 1S

T s e IS
e et et

problemS° S

L oooirilkal L

rio A ikl

- (&) Where de’ fgggg unlone are 31ngled out as a eeparate eub—eategory
of the "marrled" in'd oensus “or sample eurvey, the possibility of -

gignificant undér-statement of thls type of union cannot be ruled out°

() Where stable___ﬁﬁagtg unlons are 1ncluded 1n the category

'"marrled" ‘while diesolutlon of the same unions are dleregarded and excluded
from the divorce” statlstlce (as in the 1955-57 Demographlo Survey of the
Congo (Leo.)), the net effect would be an under-statement of the divnrce

-1, 4

‘rater.

s st o B
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COUNTRY PRACTIC i3 IN’fLPUIAmluJ uhNSUDLM AQTD DERGG LhJHIU bUPVEYb

41. A study of country praciices in populatlonwnnsuses and demograp-
hic.surveys conduoted during the period 1955~64 in Africa gives the

following results:

summary of population censuses and demographic sample

gurveys in Africa, 1954-=1964 o

Total number of countries COVEred sseesecscescsssscsscsnssesons 39
Of which: no information .collected on marital status: ceceeesss 12 . :

Of the remaining 27 countries where marital status information
was included:

"separated" shown as separate category ceevsensencans 5
‘Mseparated & divorced" grouped together .iveiesecsesee 1
"Widowed & divorced" grouped. together .ievsseveecesse 1
"harltal status not stated" shown as separate

CATEBOTY cocoacnvitsvensssescansissnsssannnsll
Number of wives and/or ranking of wife .(polygamy) ...18
Type of marriage COTemMONY. cosesnsasensarcsnsasssossas O
Consensual UNIiON seceevosoversrsrovsvonenssanacossensall
Age at Tirst MATTiage cceseeceesvocerrinsssevcononcae i
Number of marriages CONtracted .eesresesscsccsneences T
Duration of present Marriafe eeeeeeessessceovsansanase 1
Duration of married life seretecsecciiiietittoicnains 1
Number of divorces (fOr WOMEN) veeeesees.. cessecsrase 1

AOop
T WL L

T T TR TN T, P T T

R T o
e Nt e Nl P N

* For list of countries see the following Appendices:
Appendix III. Type of data collected on marital status
in censuses or surveys in Africa,. 1954~64.
- Appendix IV. Additional questions included or data
. collected on marital condition in censuses
oT surveys in Africa, 1955—64.

_;42. On the minimum age limit to be used for marital status statistics
tabulatlons, the 1nternatlonal recommendations have by and large been
observed. The majority of the countries listed used 14 or 15 years of age
as the minimum age for sugh tabulations (bee Appendlx v for detalled
country 1nformat10n), the pr1n01pa1 varlants belng,

leerla° 10 years {1962 census)

Sudan, ~ Over puberty (1955/56 census),
SRS TR 11 years (Census of Wadi Halfa, 1960),

South ‘Africas - ‘No minimum age specified in questlonnalres (1960 Census
of Indigenous and non-indigenous poputations);




B/ G 14/ CAS, 4 GPB/E
Page 18

UAR (Beypi): 16 years & over for Temales, and 18 years & over for
wo oo Males,

2436700 the definitions of terms used, -only'8 cocuntries out of the
total of 27 which collected marital status svatistics in-thé-cénsuses or

surveys. took the trowu'c to deflre terns used, and one aadltlonal country

i L e S

did it 1nd1rectly 1n 1ts sta51 tl ai eports,___fbeo Aﬂpendlx I for
detailed country deflnltzgﬁs of mdrltal suatu; categOtles) The general
attitude toward marital status statistics collection-seems to' be best
illustrated by the instructions to enumerators issued in %he case of
Ethicpia and Ghana for their respective post~enumeTation surveys’ held in
1961 and 1960: SR

" Htniopias  Under definitieu of_"mafriedﬁ* "In. general, if a person
ca ‘ -'~cla1me to be marr1ed, you ehoqu acce--pr hig or her woard.
‘ﬂhLIf you express doubts,'or enqulre Loo much, you may
Liee. - embarass the Jntormant and loso his eou0perat10n."
‘iGhane; a Under "matluaT status" -;"In general vour gulde as to who
ig: 'married’™ 0% ﬂQt 1111 51mply be What the respondent
tells you,"

44. The inteTrnationally recemﬁended definitions of Ywidowed! and
ﬂ:"dlvorced":seem to have been t'cz'*jsomed throughout by the countries concer--
Aned, exoeptlng the Congo (Leopoldv111e);¢uhere in the Demographic Survey
;:ef 1955—57, separatlon, w1dowhood and divorce were made contingent on the
- legal. marrlage. Consequently, dlssolut=on of stable de facto unions was
not considered as divorce nor separatlon. In some countries at least, the
demarcation line between divérce and a separation was so difficult to draw

that the-category "divéerced or separated” had to ta' used” 1nstead.

45, Statistical treetment of "1nherlued wmdows" is of theoretlcal
élnterest as well as of statlstlcal 1mportance 1n certaln countrles.
Widows accounted for an average of well over lO% of tha total number of
females aged 14 years and over in 14 selected African ﬂourtr1e hornd o

their respectlve census or. sample survey results. Country practlues 1i

RS

,thls regpect differ. However, the coverage of the;ground. is-rather poon

RN
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~a3 1nformat10n-1s ‘Facking for the majorlty of countries where the custom
of Wldow 1nher1tance is . known to exist. Only four countrles indicated

. the;r methods of cla531fy1ng inherited w1dows, as ?eilgﬁs

iw"fﬂ Eeggp xBrazzaV1lle) (Census of Bolnte-ﬂ01re,.l9j8) dhen ﬁidows

were 1nher1ted,_they were counted as re—marrled.

Congo (Leopoldv1lle) (DemOfraphlc survey, 1955—5?) Inherlted

»“*rv K G e
Loin Wldows were counted as marrled once there Was

Tpmm o0 2

S B o e
FR Sl

BN

o ew o effective cohabltatlon.
Gulnea (Demographlc‘Survey, 1954—55) Included 1n "marrled" category
_ :_ only those 1nher1te& W1dows whb had.glven birth
“nuf;‘“ . %o at lesst one child’ by thets hew husband.
Sudan (1955-56 census) ‘The "marrled" category included widowed,

dlvorced, ahd: widows: inkeritedi-. :

| CONCLUDIVG RLhARKS ANU RLCOLHEND&TIONbﬂ

.  es Reann fmose fee
46, In ‘the. llght of, the coqceptual and methodolog}cal problems

“”pf “pevievwed 1n the .baper, the following recommendatlons are suggested for the

,.

con51derat10n‘of the Vorking Group:

. (a) The exidting 1nternét10nal ‘Tecommendations on parital status
categorles and thelr deflnltlons ﬁe used as a. frameﬁﬁrknW1th1n which
further refinement or- moalflcatlon may be made as necessary,

(b) Y 31mple questlon On marltal status (by tﬁe naln categorles
together wlth tnelr deflnitlons) be incliided in a general census question-
naires : 'i:”fi'irh"f‘ffi'“' Een

{¢) In view of the different-stagesfbf statistiééi:dévelopment reached
by individual countries, their particular needs for detailed data on
marital status may best be met by intensive sample surveys, which may
inelude such guestions as type of marriage ceremony, age at first marriage,
duration of marriage, number of marriages contracted, number of divorces,
etc.

() In as much as polygamy is still being practised to a greater or
lesser extent in various regions of Africa, such straight forward gquestions

as "the number of wives" of a married man may profltably be included in

either a census or a gample inguiry;
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f”( ) bt'ble de,fggto unlons should be regarded as 2 dlStlnct sub-.

R

o category Oﬁ the "married" only where it is belleved, o the bas1s of pre-.

tests or pllot studlea,that rellable 1nformat10n thereon “San %é ‘obtained;

Y'Ff otherwlse, “they ha& -better be merged in’ the Wparried” cabegory without

belng collected separatelj -Dissolutions of stable de facto unlons should

'tfﬂgiéally bE- regar&ed ‘a8 divorces or separatlons~~w;;

(f) Widows 1nher1ted should be oounted as re-married only where
effective cohabltatlon 1s establlshed, with their new 1nher1t1ng husbands

correspondlngiy oounted ae ”marrled" - nhere there is no cohabltatlon,

: such women should be counted as stlll widowed.

. (g) thle full reoognltlon 1s glven to the dlfflcult;es of obtaining
current statlstlcs of marrlage and divorce in. the reglon, it is neverthe-
legs reconuended that countrles whlch have the resources to do so, should
seek to introduce a system of reglstrat1on (or to expand and 1mprove an

ex1st1ng one), taklng 1nto acoount thée internatlonal recommendatlons.

Cxau, vt e
LN . S

Appendix I. Definitions 4rd coverage of marital -statusicategories

“ih- selectet countrles of- Afrloa,
SR e PR

Appeccii'll; Types oF data collected on marltal status YH censuses

or surveys 1n Afrlca, 1955—64,.

PR

.nwAppendix IlI,_Addltlonal questlons acked or data collected on marital

condition in censuses and surveys in Africa, .

FRES ) uﬁJ;;,;;hﬁl955f64;_

e " S .-
LT T - . - AR
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ApﬁéﬁaiifI}‘ Deflnitlons and GOVéTQEE”ﬁf”“Erltal_Status'Catqggrresw
T TTTin gelected toumtries of Africa
(Soupee: Census or burveys reports, or instructions to enumeraters | .
therefore lssued by the countrles concerned) e

S e e e e e e e Tl L i N U JR— ————- Nt bpe ey s U

:L¢Quhtry;‘ L .VTX?e;eferﬁjééjJ—;.Qﬁ”- “Pefinitions aﬁd’ébé&%@ég*

L

Crte e L e i e

data .

A s e e s m——e e e e e e e e 8 i wre.cmme& .,by. iaw_.and Wns.ecww..-w

Congo f;._ s 4 1955557.“L 1. "Marxie&“wincludes two types of
(Leopoldeﬂr e o marriages:
cmville) oo e (a) Regular marriage: following the
e i customary procedure of marriage,

- " rated by payment of a dot. -

{(b) "De_facto unions": Including
stable de fagto unions but exclu-
ding unstabtle concubinage.
Trial marriages (mariages 3

: . l'essai), tolerated and even en~-
el A couraged in certain tribes, are
h B included here.

. 2. Other states of marriage (separation,
R L BRREE divorce, widowhood, etc.) are con-

- P o sidered in relation to the legal
marriage. Therefore, no divorce or
widowhood unless the marriage had been
regularly established. Dissolution of
de facto unions are not taken into
account.

3+  M"Inherited widows" are included in
"married" once effective cohabitation
was started.

e Bom

Bthiopia. . . o e,
Addis Ababa . S, . 1961 .. 1. DNever: marrledv never marr;ed in any
' ' form, whether civil, religious, or by
custom.

G LrEe e 2. Married and living together: means
um%;m_"mumm.-u”h”“J;Jmmdmmwwu_wmw.m,ﬁmﬂJmnuugmuﬂnma,mlthwmheﬁspause =R+ 1 s R——
. , coso- .. livingy.and with no divorce,or gepar~
~.ation.. T CenLe

R L : w30 Widoweds appllee ‘to ‘4 ‘persod whd is
S A e e oy i dowed Hew, and not remarrled-“;\

' “}4:”;D1vorced or separated qyplles ‘where
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. Def1n1t10ns and coverage of marital status categories
A steq “f‘cbuntrles .of: Afyiea (QOntlnuedQ

o 4 H 2 Ll i

S e w—— in

Country  ~ Type of “Year =~ 7. Deflnltlons aud coverage

i { e L
oy

data RS oo : RO SR e v

S e -~ g persen-has- been-separated, eithar. .
legally or. by ggreement with: the. hUS* M
band or wife, :and has not remarried

J - 4 . T -Ep-opder-fobeentared as. - ...
e ~ such,. the person should have stated:
LT that he or she regards mhe«separatlon
as permanent, even if itidis not a
legal separation.

3. Ghand - - xS .-.1960 1. DNever married: never at one time or
another entered into any marital union,
irrespective of form or type of
marriage, e.g. customary, Moslem rites,
Christian rites, etec. )

2. larried*: All persons who have married
partners including those who are
married but living apart from their
partners.

- , e o 3. Consensually married: "Mutual consent'j
' ' for couples who claim to be married,
but have not performed any ceremony
and are simply living together.

N 4. Divorced: Persons who have formally
i ‘ (eitkher in court or customarily)
annulled their marriages or put off
T . their partners.

s T Lo 5. Widowed: Persons who have lost their
. a5 marriage partners through death and
LT e vE T T et T e ds ol

Qa' Mégf;tiﬁé; : ":f ”Ci . 19525 -« 1. harried: legally or reliéibﬁéiy
, R B R R married.

2. Consensually married: not single, and
IR S never married civilly or religiously.

i T

* A marridge is defined ih thé Pést-Enumeration Survey of Ghana, 1960, as:
A union between a man and a Womian for which customary or legally recogniz.l
rifes-or.ceremonies: have been performed. The type of marriage ceremony included,
(1)seustomary- only, (2) customary and ordinance, (3) Church and ordinance, and
~(4) Ofher, whlch‘lncludad Church marrlages, lMoslem rites marriages, consensual
’unlons, (37 R - .



""Abéendix;i;;w

E/CN.l4/Gls.4/GPH/5
Page 23

Defxnltlons and coveggge of marital status categorles

;p sglécted countries of Africa Toontlnued)

W

" . i ak

Country _
S ~ data

Type of Year o

Definitions and coverage J

5 .

bouth ﬁfrica.

Tndxgenous P LU gjf;'l960

1.

ceremonies (i.e. by magisirate,

"ligrried"s Includes marriages perfor-
med according to civil or religious

Bantu Comnmissioner or clergyman),
Bantu law or custom (Lobola), or both
Lobola and civil or religious, and
apparently, excludes dg facto. unions.

6.

Sudan:
Wadi Halfa C

1.
2.

3.

Singles A person never married.

Larried: Where a person has married,
and wife and husband are alive.

Widowed: Where a person has married
but her husband or his wife has died,
and no new marriage yet.

Divorced: Applies where a person has
married, but the marriage has been
broken up and no new marriage yet.

7-

Togo:

Urban Census C 1958-60

Single: A person never married.

Married: A polygamous man, who has
divorced one of his wives, is to be
registered as '"married" and not as
"divorced",

8.

UAR

(Egypt) C 1960

1.

o

4

Never married: Persons who are not
married at present and never been
married before.

llarried: Persons who are married zs of
the census night.

Divorced: For males or females who have
been divorced and are not remarried.

Widowed: A person whose spouse died
and whko has not remarried.
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9é  Fed. of Rhodedia.” . = 1. Married: Personsy who though not leg-
and Nyasaland - & . 1961““_"”f"-“‘Blly-ma:rie&y:have,sef up -a.-household
e (Panindigenous ' ST S opdeavg-Yiving as man and wife, mays
population) - e - - . _record themselves, for census purposes,

as married.

o, Sepated: Persons, though marriéd, not
-~ living-together -as man and wife as well
- : 7 as legally separated persons, who aré’
' not divorced. Married persons who are’
only temporarily separated should be
entered as "martried". '
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b munwh HH. mwﬂm oﬁ mmdm émdzwm&mn os marital status in Oensuses or ﬁﬂﬁd@ﬁm_wszbﬁauowr_HWn
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137 mzksmm.. ; : : -
-~ -Sample pupcpuw : ) S, - ,1954-55 |!
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Abidjan m ]! _ i Hmmma . g
Subdivision ow S
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1956-5T.
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15. Konya . : o 1962 - -f | - »
16. Liberia -~ . | " 11962 [ K L - e
17. Litya . 1964 : X
18. gmﬂwmmmomu M : : i “ {1959 :
19. Mali ] | ‘ : ! m :

) Gentral szmHHms Umwﬁm - m ~ 1956~58

. Bamako . m ” '1960 . -
moy.Emsupdw:mm\ W 11962~
2l. Morocoo . Lt n 1960
mm.:zoumsuwaﬁm. N S 1 E M . ”
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II. ..Bype.of data tabulated :on:marital. status in osensuses onsurveys 4in Africa, H@U&]@bfuvtr
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