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< :;.-, :: COLLECTION OP STATISTICS OF MARITAL STATUS IN AFRICA

IETTRODUCTIpE> ■ ■ :- ,,-.. ...-;■.■ . ; ■. ■ ' ■ " :-'■-""■ ' ' /

!• This paper has been prepared, .at, tfre. request of the Seminar' on

-Population" Problems in Africa held in Cairo, 1962, the Third Conference

;of African Statisti-isd'ansV Add5.'s Ababa? '19&3* and th? African Seminar on

Vital1-.'Statis"tics"J'Addis";'Atabas1 1964-

■l';-;' ~2. In' the past few years (i.e. 195.6^964).? a number of African
■ ■■. ' -: \/ " ..■..-■--■ :': ■'...."."""
countries—'Have omitted^troia their popul-ati.on-oenisuses.anj7' inquiry, into

metrical status s either because they vfelt that there were technical .-.

'dj^ficiiltiess or because they thought the .data were of .^insufficient

value"--'. It is lJ.oped that the paper will help, .to clarify -sbihe of these

difficulties.' J^iso, in order that tho value of th-e data an mar-ital status

may-^e'^ore widely; understoods a sumniary of the uses of, raarriage^and1'

divorce; statistics (expounded in- the 1958 .issue of the United Uat.ions

p.e,mc-jgrLap,hie., Teaxb©ok);is attempted in the following paragraphs* v _ j.;.

'-■ --'-v-3/'-■ Deifl'ographicailys the marital sta,tus of the population n'as "an

■-6-iivious importance as a factor influencing populatipari .grov^. (With a

tabulation of marital status data in relation, to sex and.-age, iijle.i

influence... of flaii'Ure to' m"a'rry3 o'f' the age at marriages amd,.-of the

preyalertper.of-~jridCi.whooi:V and"divoro^ upon the re.prqduc£ive-re^ipacity of the

.pppulation in-j-xeproduetlve a!ges may be do-terniined. :.lL . ... ;./,;.

4. 'Economically? data on..marital .fj:ta^",%.;-^&:^%xsMe^^'-^f^^^ "th

■many k^nd^-^-^a^^^:&:'Z'^Ke formatidfx of"- riev;" '"^fsisily .u^ia.tp.-.". pj? _HliohJ|se-

holdsHV~as"Xndicated by marrig,ge and divorce statistics would supply

needed ;gtddafibe;1 for housing .pro^aranies (both number and type)3 the planning

■■;ifff p'dfiimunity services (e.g. provision of water? supply? medical care?

hospitals, etc.), as4 the development of enterprises concerned with newly

married couples (e.g. real estate projects, furniture and clothing

1/ They include Beohuanaland(l963), Bactitoland(l956)s. Comores(l958), Kenya
(I962), Kigeria(l963)5 Rhodesia(l962), Sierra Leo&o(l964), Tanganyika

(1957)» 2anzibar(l9f;8)? Tunisi'aCl956), U( 3 (^g

2/ Report^ctcu^the 195^ Census of Population of Zanzibar Protectorate.
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manufacturing,, infant: food andVclothing, etc.)- Similarly, marital status

data could assist in the analysis of problems of dependency and of factors

affecting the supply of labour (e.g. in the case of widowhood). ' "

> ,..% Again, such statistics are of value for the study of sociological

.;,and medical problems connected with bachelorhood, &pineterhobdr widowhood,

and- .divorce. In countries where consensual, unions and/or polygamous

marriages are common, census data or sample surveys on these tyfces-of

union will provide valuable information for the study of such customs.

— v 6.:-Thus, from demographic, economic,.as well as social: -poirits 6?

view, .the collection of data on marital'status Either, through population

censuses: or. demographic sample surveys in Africa, seems to be desirable as

well as essential for social and economic development -plannxngV The

present s.tudy is based mainly on an analysis of country data available,

.Kith particular emphasis on the methodological approach, comparability of

.definitions, classifications, and coverage,-and-the' difficulties that may

be encountered in the application of iatemational-recoBmendations thereon,

with.the.view to providing some food for; thought,for.the scheduled 1970

world population census programmer

IKTERHATIOKAi itECOPaiENDATIOTTS ON tiAPJTAL STATUS STATISTICS s: -.:.-.■-:

7* International recomniendations^'on the compilation of marital
status statistics consist of those relating to classification of status

categories and their definitions, minimum age for marital status tabula-

:-t.ions,ete. The recommended statuses and definitions thereof are as
follows; *■-.'.■ .. . ; : . --

(a7 Single, that is, never married.

(b) Married, including all persons formally married,"whether^or not

living with spouses, and persons in stable de facto unions.

variously known as consensual, common-law, tribal, customary

unions and the like.

litlitpara

Plication, Salee No



E/CN. 14/CaS . 4/CPH/5
Page 3

(c) Widowed, that is',: a survivor of a marriage dissolved "by death'

"■ :' and not remarried.

(dT Divorced, that is? a person whose marriage was dissolved-"by-

legal means and who has not remarried, including persons"

formerly living in stable cfo faojp- unions Taut no longer regarded

- as forming part of suqh.a union.,

(a) Marital status not stated . . .

8. In addition^ it is recommended that persons whose marriages have

been annulled may be included in either category (a) or -(d), according to

the requirements of each country. Where the frequency of de facto

marriages is sufficient to justify special provision and where it is

probable that reliable information will be obtained, it may be"desirable

to sub-divide the "married" category into (l) persons formally^riarried arid

(2) .persons in stable _de facto unions. "Legally separated" persons may be

shown as a .separate sub-category under "divorced"•

9. On the coverage" of data, it is recommended that information on

marital status should be collected for all persons above the minimum age

for marriage- as -specified by civil law or as determined by the customs of

the country'Concerned. Tabulations of marital status should show at least

ages "under- A5 years" and "15 years and over" as separate groups, to

facilitate international comparison.

10. It is further recommended that census reports should explain

clearly the definition of each tabulated marital status category

(e.g. divorced, legally separated, jle facto"separated, temporarily

separated, consensually married, etc.), taking into account the enumeration

instructions and the data processing procedures. . .

MAIffilAGE FRACTICES DT AFRICAz „ .. ^ ...

tL- ;Befqrje_-examin.i»g.^e.^plical^i^^^

to African practice*," it is necessary to summarize the various types of

marriage thaf^are being contradt'e1i"Kr'Af?ic'ar*:'rne. attempted .aiimmary xb

based on rathex limited information on the subject, whiQ^^o^e^rjp^mair^.,^ .■

serve to throw some:1 light oh the categories of statistical interest. The
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available statistical studies are few, and the results are often of

questionable interpretation because of the small size of"population groups

studied, of the possibility of bias resulting from inevitable errors of

observation and of selective factors in certain cases.-^ '"'

. . . .12... Afr-ioa: is. currentlyr.esEerjLencing a tradition-.,from the age-old

isolation and primarily self-sufficing economy to. that .of modernization and

■ development. Tvith the growth of towns^and_rapid development^of trade and

. i**Su^r*>.. Ringing in their wake a growing degree of mobility of labour

and greater individual freedom, the authority of the family or clan on the

individual, is fast declining, and in time perhaps many of the various

marriage practices now in force will become obsolete. Nevertheless, for

the time at least and probably for some years to come, the remarks^on

African marriages in the following paragraphs, will continue to appO^r.

13* In the minds of probably the majority of Africans .today, marriage

is still regarded as "primarily.an institution for procreation",-^with

the "procreation of children as its essential, aim'S^as "an alliance
between the two bodies of kin based on their common interest in the .

marriage itse.lf and its continuance, and;in the offspring of the union,

who will be, of course, kin of both of the two kin-groups."^ As is common
in a predominantly agricultural society, where., continuation of the

ancestral lineage and the provision of working teams are important,

marriage by payments (e.g. of cattle, hoes, beer, etc.) and counter-pay

ments in'many parts' of Africa, in accordance with long-standing traditions

and customs, would establish legal paternity over the' cHildren bom, and

gives a husband and his^EIn berteitr fights in relation to his wife and the

"children she beafs^A For him, this means that'"they are members of his '
working team (and in the oid'days his fighting^ force),' are' subject '"to his

1/ R. Blanc, Le llariage, en Afrique.s Concepts ..et Aspects demographi
International Population Conference, ITew York, l^l, p^ 172.

2/ Survey of African Harriage and Family Life, edited by A.
Qxford^Univetrsity: Press, 195^:, p. :0 a?^- ■: . - . -....:.,.- ;--

e

uaryii ijorde, 195o, Oxford Uniyers-.iiy. Pre.ss, pp» ;46..& 50*
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authority, .contribute to his support in old age3 and if they axe girls, he

receives. .tiLeir- maT-1'iag.o payments;.for them that he is the man .they look to

for marriage cattle and land to cultivate, to-sacrifice on their behalf to,

the ancestors, and ultimately for l. share in hie possessions.-^ It is due

to the desire for children, the. alliance between two.clans or kinsmen,

rather than between two individuals in a marriage5 and the general

position of dependence of a woman in an African society, that a"number of '

varieties of marriage practice exist among the peoples of Africa today.1"'

14. The existing, types, o.f marriage practised in Africa may be ■ .

summarized under the following headings.^

(i) Customary marriages« that is, marriages contraoted in accordance

with established traditions and customs, including marriages -by

payments, by service,"or by service and payments

(ii) Non-customary marrrages:, which may be*" sub-divided intos .

(a) civil marriages; -and' - ::■/

(h) marriages performed according to rites of organized ■ -..

religionsj" e.g. Christianity5 Islam, etc.? and "

(iii) Stable .de_facto_ unions' (consensual marriages)^ which are - '

generally not regarded as legally binding "by either'of the two

syste^G, custcmary or othen-rlse, but should be included under .

tne category "married1:1. >for statistical purposes.

The first two categories of carriage and their sub-categories may

overlap in the case"of ■•customary and civil' and 'Church and civil1 ■

marriages. -■■:..... .■_ . . -■ . • ■ ■ ■ ...

15.. .Both monogamy and polygamy may be distinguished under any of the

above three marriage categories.. Polygamy is'important under Islamic law

and also under local custom in many non-Moslem societies in Africa. A

special note on polygamy is presented below in paragraphs 31-33.

16* Uithin the customary ^o^ms of marriage^ it is possible.-.,to

distinguish a variety of practices other than marriage by payment and/or "!~

1/ Philips, op. cit., p. 54.
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service*. They includes (a) marriage by exchange, (h) secondary marriage,

(c)"ghost marriage, (d) leviratic marriage, (e) woman-to-woman marriage,-:

(f) "a type of-polyandrous marriage (the'wife of the village* ). In the .

following sections, sbme brief comments are made oh these, as-well-as on

non-custoraary marriages and de facto unions.

17. carriage by_ p_ay_ment (cattle, hoes, cloths, spears, cowry shells,

copper rings, iron bars, beer, or crsh, etc.). Examples of such payments

are found in Sast and West Africa and the Congo (Leopoldville). In South

Africa,'the^cattle :payment is-termed I^q^ola and constitutes one of the

prerequisites of a customary marriage, *Th£ marriage payment, whether

it be small.or,large* is the objective instrument by which a legal,

marriage' ia esta^iiahed. In some instance^ it is a compensation or

indemnity to the woman's:family for the loss.of a member. This is par

ticularly, so where .the-marriage payment is considerable and.is used.to

obtain a wife for the woman's brother."^ In the case of a divorce, the

marriage parment.will.have to be repaid. ,In some tribes where the pay

ment consists.qf cattle, it, is the same. rca-ttle with all their increase

that should be :returnecU^ Where the marriage cattle received, for marrying

a; sister is used in obtaining a-wife for a. brother, a divorce from the

former, may. .precipitate that of the latter. ... ._.

13. liarrxape"'by services onlys consists mainly of;two typess

(a)i&exe the^ liusiand both: before and after his marriage,, lives .and: works

permanently at-the. village of: his Kife> father, characteristic of the.T..

matrilineal peoples of North-Eastern Rhodesia and Nyasalandr^ and. (.b)..In

some tribes where marriage is normally legalized by payment, a man who

cannot make the paymeni is allowed to marry on the;basis of service and

residence'with his wife's father, who claims the children of the union as

members of his lineagt

1/ EacLiliffe-Brown & Forde, op. cit,, p. 53:

2/ ibid, p. 52.

2/ Philipps, op. cit., p. 7«
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19* Marriage b,y service and Payments Where both payments and certain

prescribed services are given to the girPs father in the--period■■"before

the marriage, which is .characteristic of the peoples of-the ITuba hills and

some tribes, .of the Nigerian Plateau-^ Tho services may consist of the boy

and .his age-mates' .labour in,hut building and farm work for extended

periods.. , ■ . ■, ■

- 2/
: 20- Marriage'by exchanges a dying-custom in parts of Nigeria-^

-where -there- as an exchange of womons eaoh group (family, lineage,' or clan)

providing a wife for a man of the other. If a marriage broke up ^through

the wife's fault, no compensation was poEaiblepthor than the, return of

_ the woman, exchanged for her, and. hence the.dissolution of-a second.

. marriage.. ....'. ■.■-■.

.■ ■ . ■ 21* i Secondary marriage: Among certain tribes of JToi-themNige'ria, a

woman: already Carried may be sought- in ■marriage" by ^uothor nsnrK Tiis

■would involve .an. element of- A^pcv^rfi o—-_.- c-.-.p^—Ojrear'or pretended,

usually with'-the- agreement^ of -V:he Trocian1'^ parent?? but" a^ainct tio will

and without the knowledge of the fir^t hu^znd. Secondary marriages ars

real marriages9 ancf'.:-"pbssess all the ritual of a marriagei"'that' is,

preliminary paymsnts? 'bride price13 appointment of a wall (an arbitrator

_of marital disputes), and a wedding feast, "The secondary marria-ge docs

not annul the primary marriage, for the priory husband .does .not formally

, the, marriage and reclaim the ' bride...price.1, .He lives.-in the hope

sfee will, one day remise her married li.fo; -with .him. and this, .she .

frequently does. "-■' . > :: .,..- ,. =>■ ""^, •,.-■..-

cofTt^e'd by-"bomo'' triVc:" in' £touth; A'frioa,

..the" 2uluy Basiito and", tho- Vbnda, ^Vap*--{ c.r..-f praoi;iEed ain'ong tlie

Nuer in the Southern Sudan and cthor parts of A£ricr/-{ In this type of

1/ Philipps, op. cit., p. 7.. . ,... ... ...„;. .,., \z

2f Ibid," p7 131, " • ■;..^:.\

j/ Ibid, p. 133. ....,/ .,--- ■- - ::--.-^i., -

4/ :ib-id, p. 134 ■-■■ - ■■ - ■ •■■■■■ ■ "" - ■"■■■■- '-■'■■'--^ ^

5/ Ibid, p. 15. " - ■-•:: . --- \i;.

6/ E.E. Evans-Pritohard, Some_J opgo t n of, Mcrrr.9.^0 ar.i the PsnjJ?/"
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marriage practice, a woman may be married "to the name" of^ a man who has

died unmarried, or, though married before :death, but died without male

offspring, so that his line need not die out- The marriage is effected in

the dead man's name by one of his kinsmen, in which case, the legal

husband is the Tghost1 in whose name the bride cattle were paid and the

marriage ritual performed, and the legal father of the children is the

1 ghost1, while their genxtor and foster-father has thw status of vicarious

husband to their mother.-'

23. 'Liviratic marriage's In the livirate, exemplified by the

customs of the Hebrews, and in Africa by the Kuer and Zulu and many other
2/ -

peoples^, when a man dies and his wife has not passed the age of child-

bearing it is the duty of the man's brother .or other near relatives to

live with the widow in order to raise children. The wi|Low: remains the wife

of the dead man, and the children begotten by the new husband will also be

counted as those of the deceased. Similarly, in some tribes of South

Africa, such as the Zulu, if a woman proves to be barren^her kin will

provide a sister to bear children who will be counted as children of the

barren wife.-^ .:

24« A woman-to-woman marriage; . In several regions of Africa, there

is a custom whereby a woman may go through a rite of marriage with another

woman and thereby she stands in the place of a father (pater) to the off

spring of the wife, whose physical father (genitor) is an assigned

lover.^ This is done sometimes by a barren woman to secure issue for her

husband, but also by a wealthy woman so as to found a compound of which

she will be the head.,-^ The assigned or chosen 'lover' could be -socially

1/ E.E. Evans-Pritchard, Some Aspects of Marriage and the Family among the
Nuer, 1945. .

2/ Radcliffe-Brown & Porde, op. cit.? p. 64.

Radcliffe-Brown & Forde, op. cit., p. 4.

Philips, op. cit., p. 128. .
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recognized as this wonan^s husband, "but his children would be regarded as

the children- of the- woman- who h.ad made the marriage payment. This

practice was reported to exist also among the Nuer of the Southern Sudan.-'

25- A,.type of polyandrous marriage, the 'wife of the village*, is

^ Kwilu and Kasai, and their

neighbours the Pende, BundEt-, and Dinga.—' She is theoretically the wife of

all its men except those who, as members of her .own clan7 call her their

2/
sister.-' This institution is forbidden by the law of the Congo, but "the

2/
prohibition has been ineffective",—'

26. Civil marriages: This type of marriage is usually contracted in

accordance with the requirements of the civil law of a country, and per

formed in court, in municipal offices, or at home in the presence of

witnesses. The marriage contract may be either written or, as in some

parts of Ethiopia^ oral. In South Africa, civil marriages must be per

formed \>y a marriage officer (a magistrate, native commissioner, or a

Minister of Religion).-^ ':

27. Marriages with rites of organized religiong; that is, marriages

...contracted in Church or those performed with Moslem rites, etc.

28. Se faCtoor consensual unions; which may include 'trial
57

marriages'^, union by 'mutual consent1; widow-concubinages, and salaried

marriages--' (i.e. on monthly payments), etc.

29. Polygamous marriage, where a man may legally marry more than one

wife concurrently*

l/ E.E. Evans-Pritcharcl, op. cit., p. .38.

2/ Philips, op. cit., p. 90 & 91.

^3/ Nathan Hareins The Ethiopian Empire—Federation and Laws, 1955* P* 161.

^1 Ruth Levin, Marriage in Langa Native Location, University of Cape Town,

1947, P. 43.

^/ liinquete de'mographique par Bondage, 1955~57? Congo (Le'opoldville).

6/ Nathan Marein, op. cit., p. 162.

-'■ --
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30. To summarize, the following practiced in regard t6' marriage' may'

be said to e3cist in parts of the following regions of Africa:

Type of marr

marriage1 ■

Selected parts of

■ East

Africa

X

,. Central

Africa

_■■::! I

mm

;:-West ■ -•..

Africa

x ■

X

South

Africa

■ ..':':■. X _...(a) flarriage byj payment ...

(b) " a .'.'.■ service ...

(c) ; " ■," service &.

payment

(d) Marriage "by exchange ..

(e) Secondary" marriage .'...

(f)~ di^ril marriages '

(g) Marriages'ttith rites of

organized .religions ■., • •

(h)..."Ghost marriage", ..*...

(i) "Leviratic marriage" .-

(j) Polygamous marriage - - -

(k) De facto (or consensual)

3E

X

unions--m

x

X

"I

X

X

N.B

2/

4/

5/
6/

11

"x" indicates existence of type of marriage % "-" indicates absence

of practice, as far as can be ascertained with available information.

Among the liyakyusa,(see Philips9 p» 63). . : >~-:. - ■ ■■ .

Among the Shona of the north-eastern region of Southern Rhodesia.-■.•.■.:

(see Philips, p. 16).

--'Among

The custom is probably obsolete..

Among the Nuer, the Gusii and the Kipsigis.

Eecogniaed by the Zulu, Basotu9 and the Venda group.

Among the Ngonis, the Ilas and the Toitga.

\ C
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31. Statistics on the various practices of marriage are lacking with

the exception Of~polygamy... Froffl-data compiled for 15 countries in Africa

m resuitsxbf ^population censUs'es^b'r"-'demographic surveys conducted in

fe'would seem tft&t pb-Jt^gamotis<iaarriage is still being widely

practised. 5j.11 Afj?ics -Tteod$$v'-T^PKid ^*S/"^:i^" *iiQ "tffeans limited to the countries

wng'^£b$&i T^^Sata-'ar^not available for most

and South Africa. ' """' ■■■■*■ ;;

r- 32!•vfeiSMSre seems to ben a.:high percentage of polygamy, in Western

African poetries in genei'&l) an^ in. Gfuinea, Togo ^IBahoiaey, Mali, Pentral

African Repualic, Niger,r Sene^L,, 57°^ Coast, ^d Co^nga (^.eopoXdyilie)

'in particular,, in ordeif^f 'decl^nin^ .importance. As revea^d in.^tie

, the avet^ge'laumber ,pf wives per maj?ried?i»ao.. reached

.tral African ^epHblic, 1.44 for' Dala%By,: ^47 Xo^u'Jogo

Census, 195S-6O), and 1.57 for Guinea, due paWly to; the early

'M of girls'aiid late marriage of men, an&'p'artly fiji-!!least -tO:T*he

custom of "widow inheritance". In Dahomey, noi'less^ than 31$ of the

married men were polygamous in 1961, and ovef; S^^of^^^v.ig^rried women

it&r& married to^polygamous husbands, the corr^s^bhding ^grgenjages of

polygamously married men in Togo7£rural survey), Guinea, MaTt'^Saute

Vallee) being 377^ 35>> and 43^ respectivelyi--Of riUe three entries fox

which data are avadleble on distribution of married women by monogamy or

polygamy, the Congo (Leo.) recorded in 1955-57 that 31> of the married

w^men, were marriedS.lEo^ polygamous husbands, the corresponding percentages

for Senegal (Dakar ■only7) and Dahomey being 30$ and 52$ respectively.

33« Among the Nbfta African countries, data are available only f©r

the Sudan and the United Arab Republic (Egypt). The 1955/56 Sudan census

showed that about 16% of the total number of "married males over puberty

and with wives'' were polygamous, while in the UAR (Egypt), only some 45b of

the total of "married Moslem males".had more than one wife in i960. Data

for East African countries are lacking except for Tanzania, where the

1957 sample census of Tanganyika showed that about 21$ of the "adult males"

(aged 16 years and over) with wives were pol^ganouslj marrieU.
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34- In the following paragraphs on problems of■'definition,0*

classification "and statistical "measurement, what applies"'to'

censuses and demographic surveys would'perforce apply to'civil registratkn.

At present, registration of'vital events, in paaSiWLara Ika'V" o':f': inarrla^es

and divorces, is'not generally enforced in mosV'A^^

problems of registration relate to completeness of coverage, timelin'ess

of aavay etc«, &p&rt from the' ustial, denf-iftijtitrfial^' and"-<jlassi£icat*Kry

|»ro^>lems4 The pa^er does not-. go^intb itdafe question of registration beteause

oti th"Bi"'4i/fi(icultles at preseat ^rW-aaling^in the. African rflg4onfc.\«o±'j■ f :■-

35« is"evident from the foregoing paragraphs'on marriage^practice

and polygamy, a number of problems pose ■themselves''which render classif

ication and definition difficult if not impossible in's'ome cases. &Lrst

and foremost, the classification of marital status Categories'in general.

Due to the relative' instability of marriages in certain parts of Africa,

and customary practices of varied^drms of marriage, in particular, con

sensual unions, it is sometimW^impbssible to' state clearly what a"" : '

person's marital status is in"individual cases. Roberts' & Tanner ih their

localized study' in an" area"' of"low'^fertility in norti-east Tanganyiita, '

I957/58, observed that "the conjugal' condition cannot be specified in

categories more detailed"than 'currently married1 and" 'currently noV

married1, for it is impossible to distinguish their sub-divisions.5v''G?£e

latter include tne divorced, widowed,'and not'yet married.""Tne" married

category includes those practising any" of t'He seven different types of

ils«torables'in:--t^e at%avtl1^^etbiea'i:%ith^%heI pait*i©ipants--in common-

uni'dhs."r*aM%hough this^reifeteiftje'i^eri^ljiedf'-^tb'^a pari&ciil^ and tiny

ie A^5?±c^i country only,:(flev^?Haieless i% in^ib^tes the problems

of cl'-aiEsifiOa'fc'ioii itiiat may exist '%£*'■&'%&&%-'$%&$& of A3P3?ic:a^:asJ:weil-i; mtis

Is especially7 lm£otffcarit^ as counties aay ao^>jpt diff«a?Skiii; praciibes

1/ D.F. Roberts & Ii.fi.S. Tanner, A l)emo^raphic sfady^ in an Area ok tovT
F^r^ili^t" in Hor-th^east Taafeaa&ifca; Pb^aation gtudiegj V&l
Ho. 1^ JilLv. 1959, p. 64. . .". ... ..^,._. .v,,. .„,
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definitions for the same marital status categories such that international

comparability- of the resultant statistics would be seriously impaired,.

36. Polygamy poses statistical problems in the following wayss

(a) The definition of the household: Should polygamous households

with a number of wives:-and their respective children be counted as one

household or several'households? &h international recoDimendation seems to

take the line tha% in ;the case of a polygamous "union, it should be bbunted

as one households "if the members share thr principal mBals and generally

are, regarded as one unit^ the various housing, units, may be, considered as

separate sleeping quarters since, the numbers, of ttte, groups household, .sleep

apart but- eat together."-' If they also ea^.separately, they may b© -

considered, ,sejiara-fce households and steps must. be. taken to avoid over-

l Gpunting of the husband, who tlj,yes.. with different wives a.% different ,a

periods. . . . ■-...-:-. - ■ '

,,,Jn #?.e; post-enumeration survey of^ Ghana following, its i960 census,

however, a different approach s.eems to have,>een,,adopted, namely,-.

. "If in a: house or. .compound, a man has several wives, wit^ ^ach:#ife

^and^her. children ocQupyingvthe.ir,own set of rooms in. the■ house,- and.the

, man eats( successively with e.acji,of hia wives, the-whole house should be

treated as one household."-' . .

Marital status; pf. the husbands -. In., pase. of divprc-e of one of a

polygamous husband's wives, the marital status of the husband would, remain

unptianged although the wife!s status would.be changed from '•married" to

"divorced",, ^^imilarly, in case of death of the husband,- a number, pf

widows, would result. . _ . ,. ... , .. - .. - ,i ,

(■<?) M"ew family .units.:. with polygamous husbands .taking on additional

."^?s}-;tiie m^r?iage ^ay..or may,not;_^ive ris,e to , the ^formation;-of; additional

family units, and this would have a;bearing on,the number of;"consura^aNf

.laii^ts'.' an.d. such, o.^er,criteria related to market research ..for. /foe. newly

married, demand analysis, etc. ,. . . ,

\J Handbook of Household Surveys - A Practical Guide for Inquiries on
Levels of Living (United Nations publication: Sales NO. 64.XVTI. 13),
p. 12.

1/ Instructions to Shunierators for Post-enumeration Survey, Ghana,
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37 • Other complications would occur in the following marriage

practices?, . ... ; "-■■

■ . ■-■ "Secondary marriages", referred to ih paragraph-.19 inight have the

, effect of double-counting, as_-;^c^.-.j^ipyljiu^^Bn6\t^-vseconda^

would "be counted as "married" in status (to-the same woman), even though

there would, be a separation in fact, possibly only temporary, between the

woman and her primary husband.' -.. ''=■'"■ ■ '■■ ""' ; ■■ . .

,"-,;. _ 3§-. Theoretically no protielms would be encountered in the. type, of

marriage, known as marriage by exchange, and the type where the cattle

; payflisBFfc3("bride-price1^ received for a sister, is used .in, obtaining a. wife

for a.brother. In botti cases the "true" divorce rates.as relateeL t,Q: the

number ©f marriages would "be unduly inflated, on account: of^th^d^ffiiiptin

effect of:one marriagefi6h ihe other. .r-.-v ■■'■-■

39» With "leviratic" marriages, the different ..statistical treatment

-.acoorUed to widows lriKefite'd'in different^ countries woul^ give. Fise to

probleias of international comparability. ""As widows inherited a^e still

'considered to be' legally married to their deceased husbands {i^e^n,© xe-

-marriage}> the ^ihneriting' brother or near relative of the deceased would

■■in soci©'-countries be considered as not "married".

40. De facto (or consensual) unions naturally give rise, to additional

problemss. ■■■-"■- -L ■*" '" ■ - ^ :;. ,.,..■ .. ■■■■-.■ -j. j- .

(a) Where defacijo unions are singled out as a separate sub—category

of the "married" in a: census or sample survey, the possibility- of '

significant under-statement of this type of union cannot be. ruled out|

(b) Where stable de facto, unions are included in the category

"married" while dissolution of the same unions~are disregarded and excluded

from .the divorce "statistics (as in the 1955-57 Demographic Survey of the

Congo (Leo.)), the net effect would be an under-statement.of the divorce

rates. ' . .
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COUNTRY PRACTICES Iff POPULATION CENSUoLS i-sll) DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEYS e

41. A study of country practices in population censuses and demograp

hic surveys conducted during the period 1955-64 in Africa gives the

following resultss

Summary of population censuses and demographic sample

Surveys in Africa, 1934-1964

Total number of countries covered .. 39

Of whichs no information collected on marital status 12....;.

Of the remaining 27 countries where marital status information ....
was includedz

a) "separated" shown as separate category 5
b) "separated & divorced" grouped together .L..... 1
(c) "Widowed & divorced" grouped, together .... * 1
(d) "Marital status not stated" shown as separate

category ........12

(e) Number of wives and/or ranking of wif,a .(polygamy) ...18
(f) Type of marriage ceremony. , 6
(g) Consensual union n
(h) Age at first marriage 4
(i) Number of marriages contracted „ 7
(j) Duration of present marriage 1
(k) Duration of married life ..„ 1
(l) Number of divorces (for women) 1

* For list of countries see the following Appendices £

Appendix III. Type of data collected on marital status

in censuses or surveys in Africa, 1954-64.

Appendix IV. Additional questions included or data

collected on marital condition in censuses

or surveys in Africa, 1955-64.

.42. On the minimum age limit to be used for marital status statistics

tabulations3 the international recommendations have by and large been

observed. The majority of the countries listed used 14.or 15 years of age

as the minimum age for suorh tabulations (See Appendix V for detailed

country information), the principal variants beings

Liberia; 10 years (1962 census)?

Sudans Over puberty (1955/56 census),

i , 11 years (Census of K'adx Haifa, 196O)| " * '

South Africas No minimum age specified in questionnaires (i960 Census
of Indigenous and non-indigenous populations) ;
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UAE (j^gyp"O ^ j-°" ^oa.Pb & over for famalesj and 18 years & over for
. ., .,, .... males,,.

-■-■■"i4*3^-':Grt the definitions of terms used, onl^S countries out of the

total of 27 which collected marital status statistics in the Censuses or

surveys took .the .trouble to define terras used?.. aix.& one additional country

did it indirectly in its statistical reports,,.,,(3ee Appendix I for

detailed country definitions of marital status categories). The general

attitude toward marital status statistics collection -seems to- "be best

illustrated by tHe instructions to enumerators issued in the case of

Ethiopia and-Ghana for their respective- post-enumeration surveys1 held in

1961 and 1960s

: ' 'Ethiop'ia; Under definition of "married"^ "In.general, if a person

■ * . . - - claims to be married/ you should accent his or her wordt

If you express doubts, or enquire too much, you may

'-■?-- , . ■ :■■ embarass the' informant and lose his bo-operation."

Ghana 1 Under "marital status "_s . MJn general your guide as to who

is 'marrieti* oafnot "will simply be what the' respondent

tells you." ■ :■;....■■■

44» The internationally recommended definitions of "widowed" and

"divorced": seem to have. .been;.followed, throughout by the countries concer-

iied., excepting' the Congo -(-Leopbidvilie) j-11 where in the Demographic Survey

of 1955-57». separation^ widowhood and divorce were made contingent on the

legal 'marriage* ConsequentlyV dissolution of stable de facto unions was

not'considered as divorce nor separation. In some countries at least, the

demarcation line between divorce and a separation was so difficult to draw

that the category "divorced or separated" had to b'e! used itis%e-a&.

45- Statistical treatment of "inherited widows" is of theoretical

interest as well as of statistical importance in certain countries.

Widows accounted for an average of well over lOfo of the total number of

females aged 14 years and over in 14 selected African countriesj br.:^ rv>

their respective census or.sample survey, results. Country practices in

this respect .differ. However? the coverage of the^ground. is, rather poor
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dnformatftirHis lacking for the majority of countries where the custom

Q;f widow inheritance is ..known to exist. Only four countries indicated

. methods"'of classifying inherited widows, "as fh

':'f~j v;.£©jago ^Brazzaville); (Census of Pointe-Ifoire,.1958)° V/hen widows

'"T"""1: -■■■- were ^inherited, they were counted as" re—married.

.^. C}ongo (Leopoldville): .(.Demographic Survey, 1955-5J)". Inherited'

:.::.y.o-.,- ~"~ c'■■"'■""":. :;,^ widows were counted as married:.once there was

.,-.-.r.- ■ " "~ ■ ■■■ .-■ ■ effective cohabitation.

Guinea (Demographic Survey; 1954-55)s included in*"married" category

only tHose inherited widows w&6r*ia& given, birth

"■''■:=i to at least one child'by 'tftelr' H^w-'-husiba^id.-

Sudan (1955-56 census)?;The "married" category included widowed,

- . ±-: divorced^ : aad widows inheri-tedi;. ::

CONCLUDING RM-.IARKS MD RlJCOMJElIDATIOfe s ' " : '' ':''"'"" "-'"'-"-'

--.;. Q&. In the. light of,. the. conceptual and. methodological,, problems

revi,ew.e.d..ij;. the,,paper,...the .following recommendations, are suggested for the

consideration "<St the forking Groups

(a) The existing international xecoBmendations on. marital status

categories and their definitions.be used,. as a: framework within which

further refinement op .modification may be made'as necessary?

-*'' •-■-(ibJ.-jLjsimple question"6n marital status '(by' 'tiie main1 categories

together vijh their defindtions) be included"in a general census question

naire

(c) In view of the different stages1 of statistical development reached

by individual countries, their particular- needs for detailed data on

marital status may best be met by intensive sample surveys, which may

include such questions as type of marriage ceremony, age at first marriage,

duration of marriage, number of marriages contracted, number of divorces,

etc.

(d) In as much as polygamy is still "being practised to a greater or

lesser extent in various regions of Africa, such straight forward questions

as "the number of wives" of a married man may profitably be included in

either a census or a sample inquiry|
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(e) Stable de^ -£acto. union's should beregarded as a" distinct sub-

'XGaiegory p^ ^tne'"married", only where it is believed, "on the basis of pre-..

tests or pilot studies, that reliable information thereon 'can'~fi" obtained?

°' otherwise,- they Had-better be merged in tbe •'hharri&A') category without

" 'being 'Collected separately. Dissolutions of stable de facto unions should

fo%i;ea;lly "be regarded as divorces or separations ;.»* :.;

: (f) Widows inherited should be counted as re-married only where

effective cohabitation is established, with their new inheriting husbands

correspondingly .counted as ^married''.^"^'^^^ there is nbuc6habitation,

such women should be.counted as still widowed,

■;.v ; >,(.g) Tlhile.full reoognition is given/to the^difficulties of obtaining

current,statisti.csv:Gf marriage. an^,,divorce in the region, it is neverthe

less reconi-iended that countries which have the resources to do so, should

seek to introduce a system of registration (br to "expand'aM' improve an

""existing one)ij taking into account the internati-©nal-;>ecoimendations.

Appendix I. Definitions -^arieL coverage ^f marital-

' ■■ ■ -in-selected countries' of-""A-frica| ■ -;" ■ ■

Appendix II. Types of data collected on"marital status' in censuses

: ' or surveys in Africa,, 1955-641,". '.' . . . \.r

-Appendix III,, Additional a^estions,.asked or da^.co^epted on marital

condition in censuses and surveys in

,,.,,,,.,;..;,-■1955-645. . ,;. .... ,--.. .

-'•''' .A-'-
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x I. Jefinltions.'.and 6oV€?5g$,_pt :^rx'tal"~3i7a-txig-

of Africa

(Sources Census or ourveys reports, or instructions to

therefore issued "by the countries concerned)

., .Country -of Year.
:3 )

Definitions and coverage

data

1...- Congo

(.Leopold—

ville)

1955r57 1.

2.

3*

"Married" includes two types of

marriages:

(a) Regular marriages following the

customary procedure of marriage.

(b)

rated by payment of a dot. ■

"De facto unions"s Including

stable de facto unions but excl-u~

ding unstable concubinage.

Trial marriages (mariages a
l'essai), tolerated and even en

couraged in certain tribes, are

included here.

Other states of marriage (separation?
divorce, widowhood, etc.) are con

sidered in relation to the legal

marriage. Therefore, no divorce or

widowhood unless the marriage had been

regularly established. Dissolution of

de facto unions are not taken into

account.

"Inherited widows" are included in

"married" once effective cohabitation

was started.

Addis Afcaba 1961 Never: marrieds never married in any.

form, whether civil, religious, or by

custom. ■

Married and living together; means

ma.t-ri arj

1.

2,

3*: ;¥idowe'di applies to a-person wH6-ris

■- widowed--new*- and'-ricPt reiaarried. ■ :

where

;. living, :,an4;wi.th;no- divo,rce-,or_;separj

4- t)ivorced or separated
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Appendix I. Definitions and coverage of marital status categories

^^--~::~...-::-.^^ (continued).

Country Type of Year

data

Definitions

Ethiopia fcont1d)"
legj&lly or, by agreement wi;th; ^e hus

band or wife,), and has not remarried

euohr the parson should have, ..stiatedi.

that he or she regards .the- separation

as permanent, even if it.;-is not a

legal separation.

3- Ghana S I960 Never married: never at one time or

another entered into any marital union,

irrespective of form or type of

marriage? e.g. customary, Moslem rites,

Christian rites, etc.

Married*! All persons who have married

partners including those who are

married but living apart from their

partners.

Consensually married; "Mutual consent"?

for couples who claim to be married,

but have not performed any ceremony

and are simply living together.

Divorced^ Persons who have formally

(either in court or customarily)

annulled their marriages or put off

their partners.

Widowed! Persons who have lost their

marriage partners through death and

ITot

4. Mauritius'- 1962 1. liarrieds legally or religjous.ly

married.

2. Consensually marrieds not single, and

never married civilly or religious3.y.

A marriage-is defined in the"Post-Enumeration Survey of Ghanay i960, asi

A union between a man and a woman for which customary or legally recogninoJ.

rites-.!??- ceren19n3L.es;iiaye been performed. The type of marriage ceremony included,

(lJej^ustp^ary only,, {^.customary and ordinance, (3) Church and ordinance, and
(4) Other, which included Church marriages, Moslem rites marriages, consensual
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Appendix.■:$. .=.■-■■definitions" aridiooverajg'e of marital status categories

:-■ '•'-" ■- ■ •■ jn selected;countries of Africa (continued)

Country- of Year

data

Definitions and coverage

5-^. Africa

bus I960 1. "Married"s Includes marriages perfor

med according to civil or religious

. .ceremonies (i.e. by magistrate,

.-■. Bantu Commissioner or clergyman),

Bantu law or custom (Lobola), or both

Lobola and civil or religious, and

apparently, excludes de__£acji£.. unions.

6. Sudan1

tfadi Haifa i960

1. Singles-A person ..never married.

2. Married: Y/here a person has married;,

and wife and husband are alive.

3. Widowed: Where a person has married

but her husband or his wife has died,

and no new marriage yet.

4- Divorceds Applies where a person has

married, but the marriage has been

broken up and no new marriage yet.

7. Togos

Urban Census 1958-60
1. Singles A person never married.

2. Marriede A polygamous man, who has

divorced one of his wives, is to be

registered as "married" and not as

"divorced".

8. UAR

(Egypt) I960
1. Fever marrieds Persons who are not

married at present and never been

married before.

2. Harried; Persons who are married as of

the census night.

3- Divorceds For males or females who have

been divorced and are not remarried.

4» Widowed: A person whose spouse died

and who has not remarried.



b/CN.14/CA3,4/CTH/5 '
Page 24

Fed. of Ehodedia 1. Married: Person*, who though not leg-
■ and Nyasalahd 0 " '"". 196T - ally married,--have set up a household

(non-indigenous " ' a&d are-livins as man and wxfe, may-
population) - - .^record themselves,, for census purposes,
(g

population)
as married-

2. Sepabed: Persons, though married, not

- living-together as man andwife_ as well

as legally separated persons, who are

not divorced. Married persons who are"

only temporarily separated should be

entered as "married".
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