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T. INTRODUCTION: o . . ..o

1. In the dooument entitled Progress Repprt ‘on the lQ?O‘World

Populatlon and Hous1ng Census Programmes (EfCN 3/337), the Secretary

General of the Unlted Nations reported to the Thlrteenth Session of
the Statlstloal Comm1551on on the obaectlves of and the proms tional
aot1V1t1es enV1saged for the world programme of censuses to be' taken
around 1979, The programme, as set out in that’ aocument will comprlse
a number of related international, regional and national activities

to encourage in the period 1965-74 the maximum number of population and
housing censuses designed so as to prOV1de rellable basic data for

social and economic plannlng “and researoh

2. UWhereas this is the third period for which. .census progragmes

have been formulated on.a. Worldw1de basis, for the Afrlcan reglon as a
whole it represents the; second stage of part1c1pat10n. In the perlod
1955-64 almost every oountry 1n Afrlca conducted a national populatlon
census or survey, a number of them for the flrst time 1n “their history.
Housing 1nqu1r1es are a relatlvely new field in Afrloa as'in other

parts of the world however, cons1derab1e progress Was made in this
respect also. These operatlons ‘are reV1ewed 1n “the papers. Methods

and Problems of Population Censuses-and Surveys in Africa, 1955-64
(E/CN.14/CAS.3/3/ReV.1) and Methodg of .Houging Censuses and Surveys :
International Recommendations and African-Practice (E/CN.14/CAS.4/CPH/T).

3. With thls background of nmlonal experlences on which to draw,

1t becomes 90551ble for.countrles of the’ reglon to consider to what

extent thelr requlrements may dlffer f rom those ‘examined in the
OO0 o

Unlted Natlons paper- Prlnolples and Recommendations for a Population
Censuso Drait Recommendations for the 1970 Censuges (E/CN 3/330) and

Principles and Recommendations for a Hous1ng Census: Draft

Recommendations for the 1970 Censuses (E/CN.3/332). If, as seem

likely, it ig.felt that there is need to amplify certain parts of the
irtternational recommendations for use in Africa,; they may be

supplemented by suggestions as to their applicability in population and
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housing censuses in the particulat conditions of the African region.

4.‘ Therefore, the Worklng Group has been convened in-order to
glve fo representatlves of countrles of the reglon,the opportunity to
formulate a prellmlnary Afrlcan prograﬁme for the 1970 censueee;i::i
Suggestlons are made below for the procedure by which this prellmlnary
programme may be developed end approved. The ‘suggested procedure is

parallel %o that proposed in Europe, 1n A51a and the Far East and in

e

Latln Amerlca.‘r_

II. PROGRESS TO DATE

Population census programme

5. At thTee récent meectings major steps were taken in the

promotlon of a'balanced programme of collection of reliable data?l

a) The Semlnar on Populatlon Problems in Africa, held in Calro
1n 1962 wh1ch streSSed the need for extension and 1mprovement
of b351c demographlc statletlcs and recommended the study of

several toplcs of dlrect relevance to, .census— taklng,ﬂ_,;n“(

_,b); The-Third Gonference:af African Statisticians:held dn:

... Addis Absba in;1963; which endorsed the:recommendations Of

-~ the Cairo-Semimar; -

LA AT e B A RO ahcincrindg g SR RS A L S

"c) The Afrlcan Seminar on Vital Statistics held in Addis Ababa
- B 1n 1964 in fulflllment of one of these recommendations;
:, the conclus1ons reached at thls meeting are relevant to the

- census programme because of the tendency in African countries,
- ,_r; to uee the Censue as ‘a means of obtalnlng substitutes for

current v1tel statistics.

6. Apart from organising the Seminar on Vital Statistiés, the
Economic ‘Commission has fulfilled other recommendations of the

Cairo Seminar on Population Problems and the Third Conference of
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Afridan Statlstlolans by maklng the review of tne .densuses of 1954 64
referred to inm pararr&pa 2ma%ove, and by- preparlng Studles of aspects
of ‘data collection which- present speolal difficul ties in Afrlca- the
enumeration of nomaos, the - 1nvest1bat10n of economic charaoterlstios,
the investigation of marital stazius and the problems of Migrafioh
statistics, all of which will be presented tc the Working Group and to

the Fourth Conference of African. btatlstlclans.‘H

Housing dénsﬁs programme . s

7. As noted above, this is a. relatlvely new fleld 1n Afrloa and
the major activity has been the review of recent hous:l.-nJ censuses and
surveys referred s an paragraph 2. above.‘ lee the review of populatlon
censuses and BuUrveys, this paper w111 be presented to the norklng Group

and to the Fourth Conference of otatlstlolans.

8. The promotion of the collection of hous1ng statlstlcs 1n

Africa will be advanced by the seminar on this subasct whloh 1t is

proposed should be held in 1966

~I1II. FUTURE ACTIVITIES

The Working Group

9. The prlorlty for the near future is the preparation of
reglonal-reoommendatlens -forx Afrloanupartiolpatlon in the 1970 Census
Programme. This may be initiated by~themerking Groupws conclueions in
regard to the. experience of the 1960 censuges. and the special studies
which will be examined during the meeting, which may lead to
recommendations concerning the types of dats whick should be collected,
the methods of collecting the required data, the control of accuraoy,‘
the tabulations likely to be most useful, etc. It may not be posslble
for thé‘“orkiﬁg'Group to complete its work in one session, "and for this
réason,” it may be necessary, ‘subject to the avallablllty of funds, o

to Gohvene a second meeting perhaps early in 1967.

— fpr A L/ s /a
ﬂ/cr.m p“,.r CP0
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10, Obv¢ously the formulation oif an African programme will have

1mpllcat10ns for the Principles and ﬁecommendations formulated by

the Unlted Nations and, to assist in the subsequent revi51on of these
drafts, the Worxlng Group may w1sh to summarlse thls aspect of its
flndlngs 1n the form of brief commenis on the draft versions of the

documents.

The Conference of African Statisticians =~ * =

11. As the body which most widely represents the statlstloal o
interests of African countries, the Conference may serve (a) to promote
the 1970 Programme im its genéfal aspects and (b) to consider the
conclusions yeached by the Working Group ou both the African Programme

and the comments on the Principles and Recommendations and (c¢) to make

such additional contributions as it may see fit on any aspect of the

Programme.

The Economic Commisgion

12. The Secretariat of the Comm1351on may partlclpate in the

census programme in a variety of ways accordlng to the needs and Wlshes

of the countries of the region, for example:-

a) by assisting with %echnical meetings, such as the proposed

Housing Statistics Seminar;

b) by cooralnatlng the tralnlng programme in the reglon (See

paragraphs 21 - 24 of Progress Report on the 1970 World

Population and Housing Census Programme );

¢) by cdordinating other forms of technical assistance in the
region, for example, through country expertis or through the

.regional advisory service.
Tlme-table‘

13. It 1s suggented that the orﬁlng uroup should submlt 1ts

comments on the Principles and Recommendatlons to the Fourth Conferenoe

of Afrlcan Statlstlclans 1n October 1965 In addltlon 1t may submlt
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such sections of the African Programme as it may be able to formulate in

the time available during the June meeting of the Working Group.

14. The comments on the Principles and Recommendations, in the

form approved by the Fourth Conference, could then be submitted for the
consideration of the United Nations and the specialised agencics.
Comments will be sought from member and associate member countries in
each region by early 1966, after which the United Nations will prepare
a revised draft of each of the documents, which will then be presented
to a small group of international census experts and to the Statistical
Commission of the United Nations. Endorsement of the recommendations

. for population censuses would also be sought from the Population
Commission. The dates of the relevant sessions of these two bodies are
not yet final, but it is hoped that they will be fixed at times which
will enable the final adoption of the worldwide recommendations in

1967 and their publication in 1968.

15. Meanwhile, for the African region provision may be made for the
Working Group to meet again in early 1967 to complete the formulation
of the African programme which could be presented to the Fif th Conference

of Statisticians in 1967 for endorsement.
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ANNEX

Time-table of International and African Meetings Concerned with

the Development of the United Nations 1970 "Principles and

Recommendations for a Population Census!.and "Principles ahd

Recommendations for a Housing Census" and with the Formulation

of the African Census Programmes.

June 1965

ECA: Working Group on Censuses of Population and

Housing {(1st Session)
Will consider drafts of United Nations Principles

and Recomﬁgﬁdéfioné for'1970mbénsuses and the

experience of African countries and will begin to

formulate a census programme for the region.

October 1965 .. ECA:. Fourth Conference.of African Statisticians -

~Late 1965
early 1966

Farly 1966

Date to Dbe
Tfixed

Will consider the report of the first session of
the Working Group on Censuses of Population and Housing

and drafts of United Nations Principles and

_Regommendations for 1970 censuses, and make ‘such.

suggestions as it may see fit on the promotiéz.bf the

regional programme.

Governments of  African countries will be asked for their

coniién ts on the Principles and Recommendations

Revision by the United Nations of the draft Principles

and Recommendations

Uhited"Natiohs:_Meeting of group of international

experts on population and housing censuses

Will re#iew the revised drafts of the Principlea

and Recommendations.
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Date to be
fixed

United Nations Sﬁatistical Comnmigsion

[l T U S PR S

Early 1967

PR

Uhlted Iatlons recommendatlons

ECA. norklng uroup on uensuseg of Populatlon and.
o, WARNRER CPA LR R

SRR

Houslng (End SeSSlon) i

+Will continue- the formulation of the African

- census Progranme.

“African census pidéfamme." T
;. Date to:be. - -United»Nations: Populatigngﬂommission
£3
ixed "m~#hﬂ_.L_&}u $eSSLOnl T
Jlll con51der the rev1sed draft of Principles
and Recommendatlons ( or Populatlon Censuses, and
nay adopt Unlted Naticns recommendatlons.
RS RN
Rt L

'ECA: Fifth Conference of Afrigan Statisticians

May adopt final recommendatlons for the
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