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The rate 0f increase of agricultural production, and especially food-
produdtion,-in-Africa>appears to have slowed down in the last few years.  For
'4959/60, tha latest season for which data are available, provisional estimates
indicate that there was a slight fall in production from the level of.the
prev1ous year. On a per caput basis, food production appears to have fallen

‘:: below fhe prewar leVélfor the last threa years. The productlon statistics for
-3‘ba91c food crops and llvestock products in Africa are subject to a conslderable

i{margln of ‘error, however, so that these data can be regar@qd as no-more than

J.gpproximate indications of the trends that have probablj"déchrred.l_

The statistics of international trade are generally more rellablha CThe!
voluma of the region's agricultural exports has 1ncreased rapldly througout
the postwar period, and there was a particularly sharp rlse in . the calendar -
ye%r‘1959. Because of lower prices, however, total earnlngs from agrlcultural
exﬁbfts have grown much more slowly. In 1959, prices, especially for cocoa, -
coffee and cotton, fell steeply, so that export earnings were reduced in, splte
of the big rise in the wvolume of shlpments. Imports of agrlcultural pro&uots,

uQ Sy

although s8till small, are increasing rapldly.
The Afrlcan contlnent 15 so 1arge and dlverse that, 1n addltlon to the
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shortccmlngs in the statlstlcs,‘such overall magnltudes can give only a very
rough plcture of the food and agrlcultural 31tuat10n as it; affects Aindividual
countries.’ They do, however, serve 1o draw attention to the main problems

and issues of general importance. The remainder of this paﬁér’fefiews ;n more
detail the principal recent developments in agricultu;al-produétipn'én@ ﬁréde

and in food supplies and levels of nutrition, together with some account of
longer—-term irends. An Annex Table sets out details of the production of the
more important orops in the contlnent &8 a whole in the chief producing countries

for which statlstlcs are avallable.”‘"

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION
Agricultural production in Africa increased rapidly until 1956/57, but

in more recent years there appeans ‘to have been some slackening in the pace of
expansion except for non—-food products. In l957/58 agricultural production is
estimated to have fallen by about 2 percent (Table 1), chiefly because of poor
grain harvesis as a result of drought in the coiuntries of north-west :Africa.
Output recovéred~sharplyfin:1958/591to,a-record-level, though the increase.in
food production was smaller than that in agricultural production as a wholse.

Preliminary estimates indicate that there was again a slight decline 'in food

.Table 1. Indlcés.of fbé ﬁblume of A 1cﬁltﬁrbl éfbd&ctibnﬂI 
' in Rela‘tlon to Populatlon Growth in Afrlca. e ‘
‘Prewar Average ‘ S 1959/60
Average 1948/49- 1953/54 1954/55 1955/56 1956/57 1957/58 1958/59 (Preli-
1952/53 ... minary)

TOTAL PRODUCTION
411 agricultural

...,;;........;... Indlces, 1952/53 - 1955/57 average 2 100 2ieen'svneesnnos

products 73 89 - 98 100 710277 106 105 Iog " 108
Food products .74 - 89 96 - 100 102 106 104 <. 106 - 105
Non-food products~ 68 87 92 97 104 208 111 ... 124 128
Livestock product® 80 93 98 97 102" 106 10F ¢ #d108x- 108
POPULATION 15. 92 98 100 102 104 1Q6fw“:h199,, 112
PER CAPUT PROBUCTION | I
411 agricultural - Y o = - ‘ Lo T

products o8 96 100 100 L0 102;;J 98 . 100 97
Food products 929 97 101 100 100 102 91 97 94

£

_/ Coffee, tea, tobacco, 1ned1ble 01lseeds, anlmal and vegetable f1bres,‘and rubber.
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g/' These indices are based on price-weighted aggregates, and therefore differ
_ from the totals of grain produciion shows in the Annex Table., ‘
3/ Food products only. ‘

production and in total agricul tural production in 1959/60, but non-food .
' produotlon continued to increase. | '
Deollnes in produotlon were rather w1despread in 1959/60, both north and
‘south of the Sahara, and cocoa, coffee and rice were almost the only products
to show a large rise (about 10 percent) over the previous Yyear., ©Small increases
in wheat produotlon 1n Algerla and the Unlon of South Africa were more than
‘offset by lower orops in Morocco and Tunlsla. Malze production was reduced in
the Union of South Africa and the Egyptlan Reglon of the U.4.R., but rice
production recovered sharply in the Egyptlan ReglOn. Mauritius and Reunion had
large sugar harvests, but production was lower in the Union of South“Afrioao
Groundnut production declined in Nigeria and Sénegal.r Cotton productiOn Tose
oenly slightly. On the other hand, both Ghana and ngerla.had record crops of
cocoa, and coffee production increased in most of the major produolng oountrles.
. The small output of livestock products appears to have rsmalned approxlmately
unchanged from the level of ‘the previous year, though for this sector the statis-—
tics .are particularly unreliable. ' “' 
Progpects for 1960/61 production are 2till uncertain. Thse oountrieé'of

Aqorthéweat Africa have had better rains than in 1959, and wheat énd barley crops
are expected to show some increase over the‘lowlproduction of 1959/66; Sudan
expects a record crop of millst and sorghum. In the Egyptian Region of the
U.A.R. the acreage planted to cotton is estimated to have increésed’siightly,
but rice production is likely to be & 1ittle smaller than in 1959/60. The severe
.cyclone damage in Mauritius and Reunion at the beglnnlng of 1950 will sharply

reduce their 1960/61 sugar crops.

Production in Relation to E;pulatlon ‘ ,
‘ From 1948 =52 to 1959f60 the populatlon of Afrlca is estimated to have been

inorea51ng at an average annuallrate of 2.2 percent. Total agricultural produc-—
' tion'aéoears to hove increased at approximately the same rate, but therp has been

' a lag in food production, for which the rate of increase is estimated as only
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1.9 percent per year.
Per caput food productien fell sharply in 1957/58 and again in 1959/60 and

is now estimated at about 5 percent less than before the war. While the fall
in total food production is probably only temporary,- and the upward trend is
likely to be resumed in 1960/61, the deterioration in per caput food production
for the past three seasons must rise to some concern. Per caput food production
has fallen by about 8 percent sinece reaching a peak in 1956/57, and. it is bound
to take some years to make up this leeway, especially because of the accelerat-
1ng rate of populatlon growth, o
) Per ca.put productlon figures are, of course, only an indicator of the .

progreas of consumptlon in relation to population growth. As they take no.account
" of chahges in fhe'le#el of impérts and éiports, fhey can give no reliable indica-

tion of trends in food consumption.

Pattern of Productica

As noted above, food production has tended to increase more slowly than
agricultural production as a whole, Compared with the average for 1948~-52, food
p;ddgction.had risen by less than 20 percent by 1959/60, as against an increase
of almost 50 percent in non-food production. Non-food products (mainly coffee,
tea, tobacco, linseed, castor seed, cotton, sisal, wool and rubber) are produced

primarily for export, so that production for export appears to have increased

much more rapidly than production for domestic consumption. There has probably .
_been little change in the overall composition of agricultural output, however,
.for non-food products .account for only about 15 percent of the total.-/ Partly
also, the slower increase ol local food crops may be more apparent than real, as
the export crops are generally much better documented.

_A The tendency for a more rapid increase in export production is confirmed
by a compaiison of the trends for basic food crops (grains and starchy roots)
:and all other crops. Since 1948/49 the production of basic food crops is
estimated to have increased at an average rate of only about 1.5 percent. per
year, which is considerably slower than the grbwth of population and of agricul-
tural production as a whole. In many areas these crops are grown in mixed plots,
which makes their esfimation'particula:ly difficult, and crops such as cassava

preseht additional statistical problems, as they can be left unharvested for more
;/' On the basis of the price-weighted aggregates of the FAO production index.
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than one: season. Ewven allowing for the fapwulis in. the statistics, however, it
seems”oieer_that there has been a considerable lag in the production of basic
food crops. . ‘ , S S

-The,prcductdon of other crops has increased much faster, at a rate estimated
at pearly 4 percentrper year from 1948/49-to 1959/60.; This group includes, in
addition to the non-food crops listed eariier, mainly sugar, pulses, edible
oilseeds, fruit, vegetables and cocoa, .. .-

From the few indications that are avalleble, 1t seems that. the expen81on
of livestock produotlon has been slower than that of crops and also elower ‘than

the growth of populatlon, though it has exceeded the very slow 1ncrease in b331c

“gralns and roote. It 1e eetlmated that the 1959/60 output of livestock products

wae only ebout 15 percent more than the 1948-52 average, and that the average
annuel 1ncreeee since 1948/49 hae been about 1.7 percent. _
There are a number of other aepecte of the pattern of agricultural produo-
tion that are of rartloular 1nterest, but the statisiics are inadequate 1o indicate
the trende thet are ocourrlng. A moet 1mportant agpect is the tradltlon from sub-
ELBtence to commercial agrlculture.: The tendency for export crops to increase
faster than those for domeetlc oonsomptlon ig itself an . indication of this move-
ment. It would be ueeful, however, to have data on changes in the proportion
of produotlon for domeet1c ooneumptlon that is marketed, as a measure of . the

expanelon of food supplles for the grow:ng urben populetlons. The only statis-

‘tlcal ev1dence of the pace of the overall traneltlon to commercial agrlculture ds

for the Congo, where total 1nd1genous crop productlon and sales are estimated fto
have 1noreased at about the same rate until 1954, but since then sales have risen
much more rapidly. In 1959 the 1ndex of quantities sold stood at 186 (1947-49
100), ae compared W1th 139 for the 1ndex of crop production. .

Many countries 1n Africa are also attempting to increase the dlver31ty of |
their agricultural production, both in order to lessen their dependence on a
narrow range ot exporis and to 1mprove the nutrltlonal quallty of dlets.' Whlle
it'is not possible to obtain detalle of the progrese of thle movement, the
above analysis suggests- ‘that there mey have been &ome ellght increase in the
diversity of production for’ domestlo oonenmptlon, as the output of livestock

products appears to have 1noreaeed ellghly faster than the baelo food orops o
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that - dominate ‘tho dioct in most-arsas, It must.be repeated, howewer, thet ths
statistics are inadequate for any very firm conclusions to be drawn, while in

eny oase livestock production seems to have lagged behind the growth of population.
In many parts of Africa livestock numbers are relatively larger,'but'sales of
livestock products are limited'by social attitudes to cattle as well as by lack

of access to markets. Increased msales of livestock products would themselves

help to ease the overstocking of pasture that is prevalent in many arezs.

Trenda in Crop Areas and Yields

The statistical daté do not snable a2 detailed‘analysis of trends in crbp
areas and yields in Afripa. vSuch. da.‘ba &s are available, however, indicate',that, .
as in the other less-developed regions, the postwar expansion of production has
come very largely from fhe’enla:gement of the ecrop erea rather than from higher
yields per hectare, though'there'havé besn small increases in the lowrlevelhof
yields for most of the majof.crops for which information is available. Yield
‘data are generaliy not availabie for the main perennial export crops, however,
such as cocoa, coffee, tea, 51331 and rubber, for which there appear to have
been substantial increases in ylelds in some countries. .

‘ Graln yields are highly ‘variable in north-west Afrlca and in the drler areas
borderlng the Sahara. Accordlng to the FAO 1ndlces of agrlcultural production,
drought caused total agrlcultural productlon to drop in Algeria by about 10 .
percent in both 1955/56 and 1957/58, in Morocco by 15 percent in 1957/58, and Ain
Tunisia by 21 percent in 1955/56 and 13 percent in 1957/58. The sharp falls in
these countries in 1957/58 were the main factor in the decllne in the productlon
of the contlnent as a whole. In the Union of South Afrlca, the expan31on of the
‘wheét area in the summer rainfall zone, which has brought self—sufflclency in
several recent years, appears to have added greatly to the annual varlablllty

of the CTOP.

Maln Crops

Gralns account for about a quarter of Africa's crop production. Rice has
increased more rapldly than any other grain, and in 1959/60 production was double
the prewar 1eval. Production has more than dobled in the Egyptian Region of the

U.A.R., the main producer, though the acreage varies sharply with the. amount of-



B/CN.14/62
Page T

water available for irrigation. Madagascar's rice output is now rggular}y

above one million tons, and there have also been sharp increases in parts of

West Africa and in the Congo. Maize. production appears now to be aboud tW?,

- thirds more-than the prewar level, though most of the increase was during the

war and the earlier postwar years. Much of the more recent increase has been

in the Union of South Africa. Here and in a numbsr of other countries in .

Central and East Africa there has been a succession of record crops of maize in

geveral rqcéqtzygags?,which have sometimes given rise to export surpluses that
have begen difficult to dispose of. Wheat production has increased fairly

. rapidly in the countries of north-wesi Africa, the Egyptian Region of the U.A.R.
.. and .the Union of South Africa, though with sharp fluctuations from year to year.
. Barley production has fluctuated even mere sharply, and the low crop qf:1957/58

was even less than the prewar average. Statistics of millets, sorghums, the

, .+ 8tarchy root prqps_(qassava, swset Dolatoes,; yams.and cocoyams) and plantains,

#q;qh‘qraqﬁhgiremaining basic food crops, are too unreliable for analysis. It

. seems, however, that on the whole their production has increased relatively slowly.

.. Pulse creps are an important source of rrotein in soeme areas, and their

recorded production has generally increased in recent years. Sugar is an import-

.,ggﬁnggp in Mauritius,. Mogambique, Reunion and the Union.of South Africa, in

each of which production has increased very rapidly. Sugar production has also
expanded sharply in the Egyptian Region of the U.A.R. where it is used mainiy for
domestic consumption. Citrus fruit i. exported by the couﬁtriés dftﬁbrth—ﬁest
Afrlca and the Unlon of outh Afrlca, and there is also a larg»? outpuu for
domestlc 00nsumpt10n in thc Egvptlan Regnon of the U.A. R, The etpan51on of out-
put has been par 1cu1ar1y s¥riking in Morocco, where uhe productlon of oranges
was 1n31gn1flcunt before the nar but LOwW, &av nearTJ half 2 million uons, 1s the

largest 1n ﬁfrlca. Banana rreduction 1rcz°asei verv rap¢uiy in the earller post-

T,

war years, but the expen81on has now slowed Fown ﬂodklﬁnrablye Wlne productlon

‘Whaa fluctuated snarply from year to year, esp301ally in Algerla and Morocco, and

in several recent years the reglonal tetal has been legs than aefore the war.
Groundnuts are the” maJor 01lseed produoca in Africa. oductlon has

increased fairly rapidly in Nigeria and in moré recent years in Senegal, the

two principal producing countries, but the most spectacular increase has been

in the Union of Snuth Africa, under the influence of high guaranteed prices.
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The output of oil palm products, however, appears to have risen rather slowly.
Olive oil production is subject to a two-year cycle of fluctuations, but the
trend in the North African produclng countries shows a sharp increase.

Coffee, which is a major export of many countries in Africa, has 1ncreaaed
more rapidly than any other main crop, though the fastest increases of all have
been for rubber and tea, of which production is smaller. 1959/60 coffee produc—
tion was more than double the 1948-52 average.and between four and five times
the prewar level. Cocoa production, on the other hand, has tended to stagnate
until recently, and has sometimes been below prewar levels, though there have
been sharp increases in some of the smaller producing countries. In eaéh of
the last two seasons, however, there have been substantial increases in both
Ghana and Nigeria, partly as a result of improved disease control meaaures,.and
it appears that a new riging trend may finally have begun. The small outpuf of
tea has grown very rapidly, as has that of tobmooo; which has doubled in Southern
Rhodesla since 1948-52, '

Cottom production is about 50 percent above the prewar level, though in the
"Egyptlan Region of the U.A. R., the mein producer, there have been some variations
in production depending on Government acreage alloiments. Sisal productlon has
more than doubled since the war, with especially large expansions in Angols and
Tanganyika. The production of rubber in Liberia, Nigerialandrthe Congo waa
negligible before the war, but parily under the inﬂuen"ce)‘of i}’artime shortages .
has aince increased exiremely rapidly.

AGRICULTURAL TRALE
Agrlcultural Exporta.
Agricultural products account for the great bulk of the export trade Qf

- most countries in Africa. The main excepetions are the Congo, the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasalend, and the Union of South Africa, where there has been
‘substantlal mineral develoyment. :
- The volume of Africa's agricultural exports has expanded very rapldly
(Table 2). In 1959 the increase over the previous year was as much as 7 percent
énd took the volume of exports to

Table 2 Indices of Agricultural Trade in Africa
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Prewar Average ‘ 1959

average  1948-52 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 (Preli-
o _ S ‘minary

sresvssssacss Indices, 1952-53 average = 100 +seeecesecsocvras

VOLUME' OF GROSS EXPORTS

411 agrieultiural products 82 193 105 111 119 124 126 128 137
Grains- ‘ 113 129 - 100 152 181 184 172 213 106
Vegetable oils and

oilseeds (edible) 89 90 106 121 112 128 125 141 142
Beverages and tobacco 73 92 103 109 124 131 140 128 144
‘:gricultural raw materials 87 . 93 - 106 100 105 106 101 107 130

AVERAGE PRICES (UNIT
VALUE) OF EXPORTS

All agricultural producté, _;31“ 99 95 102 93 90 92 92 - B3
(rains ; o 39 85 98 82 17 70 67 63 67
Vegetable oils and o C

oilseeds (editle) - 26 97 .. 97 93 87 93 95 84 - 86
Beverages and tobacco 27 91 g9 122 103 89 91 110 g0
Agricultural raw materials 31 111 © 88 90 88 90 95 79 74
TOTAL VALUE OF EXPORTS | | | "
A1l agricultural products s 25 92 99 113 110 111 116 118 114
Grains 44 109 99 124 140 129 116 134 T1
Vegetable oils and S ‘ . ,

oilgeeds {edible) ' 23 87 103 113 98 119 118 119 122
CVerages and tobacco 20" B4 - 102 133 127 116 127 1417130
Agricultural raw materials 27 03 94 90 92 95 .96 .. 85. 96
VOLUME OF GROSS IMPORTS .
All agricultural products . 62 88 99 96 104 121 - 129 - 127 143
Grains 60 92 93 64 1T 117 134 - 131 - 195
VOLUME OF NET EXPORTS
A1l agricultural products 89 -~ 95 = 106 116 124 125 125 129°°° 134

Food products . 122 106 114 167 161 151 136 174 - 104

Average export prices more than trebled between 1934-38 and 1948-52, but since
then have fluctuated. about a declining trend. In 1958, as a result of the
recession in .economic activity in the industrialized countries of the world,
a3 well as the heavy pressurs of supplies, export prices fell sharply‘fbf'most

. .. products, and especially for cotton and other raw materials of agriculﬁﬁrdi
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origin. Cocoa prices rose steeply, howeyez, 80 that average export unit values
for the total agriculturhl exports of Africa were maintained in 1958 at the
same level as in 1957. In 1959, on the other hand, cocoa prices joined the
general downward movement, and average export unit values for Africa's agricul-
turel exports dropped by almost 9 percent. As a result total agrioultural
export earningsofell 5& over 3 pefcent, in spite of the large rise in the volume
of shipments. . . ‘ ‘
iAgrioultur&l.expoff eafnings afe now some five times the rather depressed
prevar levél, and havé increased By'about a quarter since 1948-—52.: These data ’
and those in Table 2 are in current prices. MNuch of the gain in export earnings
has, however, been w1ped out by the general rise in prices. If the flgures in’
Table 2 are deflated by the UN index of average export prlces for manufactured -
goods in world trade, as a rough 1ndloator of ohanges in Y"real" values, it
appears that the rise’ of about 70 percent 1n the volume of exportis since the
prewar perlod has brought the total "real" wvalue to more than twice the prewar
level. In comparison with 1948-52, however, the volume of exports was nearly
50 percent larger in 1959, as agalnst an increase of only 15 percent in thelr,'VA
"real' value. N :

The bevsrages and tobacco group (coffee, cocoa, tea, wine and tobacco) is the

most important in the" agrlcultural export trade of Africa, and acoounted for
about 40 percent of the total value of its agricultural exports in 1955—59.
Coffee has Dbeen the main contributor to the rapid rise in the volume of exports
of this group. Coffee prlues rose very sharply until 1954, but in 1955 they

fell by more than a quarter, from 1955 to 1958 the fluctuated about a declining
trend and in 1959 dropped by about one fifth. In line with the trend of produc— .
tion, the volume :of cocoa exports has increased very little and has fluctuated
sharply from year to yeai. In 1958 cocos shlpments were even 1ess than before
the war, though they ‘recovered in 1959 "and the recent renewed expan310n of
production should bring a Sharp rise in export volumes, once consumption in the
importing countries. reacts to.the present lower prices. As a result of the
limited supply (Africa provides about .70 percent of world exports), cocoa

prices rose steeply until 1954. A-sharp decline followedj there was some recovery
in 1958, but a renewed fall in 1959 and the beginning of 1960. The small volume

of exports of teaz and toYacco has risen rapidly, but wine exports have tended
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to stagnate at about 20 percent above the prewar level.

+ Agricultuzal raw materials are the second most important commodity group,
and represent nearly 30 percent of the total value of agrlcultural exports.'
The volume of cotton exports has increased steadily, and with a very ‘sharp
expansion on 1959 was more than a thlrd hlgher than in 1948-52. Ezporis of -
sisal and rubber have growm even more rapldly.‘ The Union of South Africa is the
world's fourth largest exporter of woolj; exports had been declining for some
years until 1959, when they recovered sharply. Prices for all these products
weré severely affected in 1957 and 1958 by the recession in economic activity
in the industrialized countries, but most of them showed some signs of recovery
in late 1959 and early 1960. It should be noted that the data for agricultural
raw materials in Table 2 do not include hides and skins, which are a major
export inrmany parts of Africa but for which statistics are very inadequate.

Vegétable oils and oilseeds are ilhe next most important group, acoountirg
for almost 20 percent of the total value of agricultural exporte. Exports of
groundnuts and oil have-increased rapidly, and in some countries, especially
Senegal and Soudan, an increasingly large proportion of the total is exported
in the form of o0il. The volume of palm 0il exports has inc¢reased much more ™
slowly, however, and those of palm kernels are only a little more than before
the war. As indicated eariier, the @roduction of .0il palm products appears to
have inoreased relatively slowly, while especially for palm kernels, ‘higher -
domestic demand has alsc affected the level of exports. Average export’ prices
for the oils and oilseeds group as & whole rose rapidly after the war, but have
slowly declined over the past decade. With the reduction of exports from the
Far East, Africa now accounts for about 40 percent of world exports of edible
oilé ‘and oilseeds, as compared with about 35 percent before the war., Bt

Grains and fruit, the principal remaining commodity. groups, play a relatively
small part in the agricultural exports of Africa as a whole, but.are of cénsider-
able importance in severgl individual countries. Wheat and barley exports from
the countries north of the Sahara have fluctuated very widely, :and the region's
1959 exports of wheat were only one third of the record level of 1955.
Madagascar's rice exports reached nearly 60,000 tons.in 1958, but were halved’
in 1959. Grain prices have been declining since about 1953, with the Heavy -

supplies on world marksts. The volume of exports of oranges fron North Africa
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and the Union of South Africa has risen at a spectacular rate. Banana exports,

”espeqially from Cameroon, have also increased rapidly, though in 1958 and 1959
shipments declined sharply from the record 1957 level.

Agricultural Imports and the Net Trade Position
Africa is a substantial net exporter of agriculitural products, and its

gross imports amount to less than 30 percent (by value) of its gross ekports

of these commodities. The wvolume of imports has increased slightly faster

than exports, but because imports are so much smaller net exports have fairly 9
.closely followed the trend of gross exports. Net exports of foodstuffs,

however, have fluctuated sharply. In 1959 the volume of gross imporis of
agricultural products roas by as much as 12 percent, and the greatly expanded
imports and reduced exports.of grain caused a fall of well over a third in

net exports of foodstuffs,

Only for wheat and flour, and tea, do the region's gross imports substantial-
ly exceed its gross exports, though the net imports of condensed and evaporat-
ed'milk.a:e also beginning to assume important proportions. Smaller net
imports include potatoes, some vegetable oils, prepared and canned meat, butter
anﬁ,qhese, Gross and net imports of most of these commodities have grown -
rapidly. . Gross imports of wheat and flour in 1959 were more than nine times .
as high as before the war. This, and also the substantial increases in imports
:?fxpotatoés, prepared and canned meat, and dairy products, is to some extent: -

,lép:iqdication of changes in diets that are occurring with urbanization and ..
#iging,inGOmes. The largest importer of wheat and wheat flour is the Egyptian
Region of the United Arab Republic, but its imports have fluctuated sharply -
from year to year, varying from a million tons in 1951 to less than 100,000 -
tons in 1954 and 1955. There were no imports of wheat and wheat flour into the
Union of South Africa in 1957 and 1958, as a result of two successive record -
harvests, but they rose again to 370,000 tons in 1959 - The inoreases in imports

 of.potatoes, canned meat and dairy products . are spread over most of the continent,
though imports_ofrprepared meat go mostly to Ghana. Imports of tea, especially
to Mqroccb and the Union of South Africa, have grown rapidly; those of the
Egyptién Region,of‘the-United Arab Republic have remained fairly stable in the
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lagt few years. _
Of the products for whlch exports generally exceed gross imports, there
is regularly a substantial gross 1mporr only of sugar and rice. Gross imports
of sugar have risen‘te ebeut fwo and e helf times the prewar velume. This
very rapid increase also reflects urbanization and rising incomes and is spread
over most of the continent except for.the few areas where there is substantial
local production (and also expor{e). Morocco‘acccunts for. about one third of
the torel sugar importe. For rice Afrlca is a large net exporter in some years

and & large net importer in othere. On the grose export side, there are large

‘fluctuations in the exports of the Egyptian Region of the United Arab Republic,

which fell from 386,000 tons in 1958 to only 40,000 tons in 1959. With the

worldside shortage of rlce after the war, gross 1mports fell to less than & third

‘of their average prewar level but in 1955 and 1956 Wlth the improvement in

supplies they recovered eharply to epprox1metely the same as _before the war.
Since then there have been rather sharp annual fluctuetlons. The main importers
of rice are some parte of the former French West Afrlca, Mauritius, Reunion,
the Union of South Afrlca, and Zanzibar. There was also a fairly large gross
import of malze 1nto some countrles in the earlier postwar years, in some of -
which Afrlea as a whole wag actually a net importer. This position had mainly
been determined by harvests in the Union of South Africa and sharply fluctuat-
ing 1mports into the Egyptian Reglon of the United Arab Repnbllc. Following
very large crops in, the Union of South Africa from 1952/53 onwards, Africa's:
net exports have recovered and in some years have been double the prewar level.
In perte of ast end Central Afrlce maize imports and exports fluctuated rather

sharply from yeer to yeer.

FOOD' SUPPLIES AND NUTRITION

As noted earlier, the statistical 1nformatlon on which to base an assees—
ment of the levsl of food consumption in Africa is far from satlsfactory. In
other regions the Food Balance Sheet method enables the eetlmatlon of netlonel
per caput food suppllee on the basis of statistics of production, trade and
distribution. Such information is available for very few'counfries‘of_Africa,

However, and ‘knowledge of eonsumprion levels isfbeeed mainly on the'drerery
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surveys that have been carrled out in some countries. These surveys are not
always suff1C1ently ccmprehenslve and their geographical coverage is still.
far from enough, but they provide useful information about the pattern of
consumptlon. | _ .

Millets and sorghums are the staple food in all the drier.areas bordering
the Sashara and Kalahari deserts. Maize assumes greater importance where the
ralnfall is a little higher, ad is. the staple. food in wide areas, especially
"1n Fast, Central and Southern Africa. Wheat and barley are the main food crops
”1n the countrles north of the Sahara, and rice in a few limited areas, particu-
larly in Madagascar and, parts of West Afrlca. In the forest zone, especially
of West and Central Africa, these graln crops tend to be mainly replaced by the
starchy root crops (cassava, sweet potatoes, yams and cocoyams) and .plantains.

Dletary surveys 1ndlcate that - very 1arge proportion of total calorie
1ntakes comes from these predcmlnantly starchy crops. They also suggest that
calorle 1ntakes generally more or less coincide with esitimated requirements,
except in those areas where there are sharp seasonal fluctuations giving rise
to the well-known-"hungry season" before the harvesi. This occurs mainly in

the drier areas 1mmed1ately south of the Bahara desert, but little exact

1nformat10n is ava:.lable on its frequency or severity. In addition to low and .
fluctuatlng ralnfall it is assoclated with inadequate storage and sometimes, -
in the nelghbcurhood of large centres of population, with ex09531ve sales of
food in relatlon to farm needs. In the North African countrles harvests .also
"fluctuate sharply from year to year, but while the diets of at least some.
'sectlcns of the poPulatlcn must be affected, there are also large affecting
fluctuations in the level of imports and exports of grains.

It is also evident from the dietary surveys, as well:as from clinical
information, that the quality of the diet is far from satisfactory in almost
all parts.of the region. Intakes of protein, especially animal protein, and
of the necessary vitamins and minerals are very low. The quality as well as
the quantity of the diet appears to suffer during the 'hungry ecaenn".

_ Information on the trends in food consumption levels is even 'more scanty.
The preoduction indices discussed earlier indicate that since 1956/57-per caput
food production has fallen by 8 percent, and in 1959/60 was back to about 5
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percent below the low prewar level. The production especially of basic food

crops appears to have lagged behind the growth of population. Although these
data take no account of changes in imports and exports, trends in aciual food
consumption levels, however, have probably not been very different from those
in per caput production.

These are only rough indications, but they are all that exist., The
trends that they suggest are all the more serious in that a. reduction in
supplies tends to be unevenly distributed over the different sociao-economic
groups and even within the family. The diets of women and young children are
particularly inadequate, partly because of various food taboos, and their
insufficient intakes of animal protein lead to deficiency diseases such as

kwashiorkor in children aged from one to four.




AUNEX  TABLE

Production of Hasor Creps, Africa Continent and

- Principal Producing‘Countries,l/

Prewar Average 11959/60
Average 1948-52 1953/54 1954/55 1955/56 1956/57 1957/58 1958/59 (Preli-
mlnary
Qe sPE PR LGB CIDPANBTEESEBTO R RERD thousand metrlc 'tons R R R N E N N I A A B I O N ]
Wheat 3,860 4,300 5,340 6,060 5,410 5,910 5,240 5,400 5,200
Egypt 1,184 1,113 1,547 1,729\ 1,451 1,547 1,467 1,412 1,443
Algeria e 952 996 1,101 1,392 1,306 1,536 1,359 1,129 1,105
Morecgo 648 787 1,182 1,342 1,030 1,114 744 1,281 956
Union of South 4217 558 526 600 830 830 788 657 720
frica : - .
‘;Enisia 385 452 580 624 395 477 499 539 517 .
Barley 2,880 3,380 3,790 3,960 2,980 3,870 2,420 3,430 2,700 .
Morocco 1,186 1,481 2,010 2,342 1,493 1,844 796 1,590  1;119
Algeria ‘ 704 808 723 935 693 1,023 616 780 642
Tunisia 167 218 180 170 81 156 185 282 239
Egypt 225 123 103 116 127 129 131 135 142
Maize 6,200 8,400 10,200 10,200 10,500 10,900 10,200 11,000 10,300
Union of South , Lo .
Africa 1,995 2,453 3,539 3,397 3,391 3,926 3,343 3,659 = 3,671
Egypt 1,616 1,378 1,853 1,568 1,714 1,652 1,498 1,758 1,397
Rice (paddy) 2,200 3,450 3,300 3,800 4,100 4,300 4,700 4,000 4,400
Egypt 609 971 652 1,118 1,309 1,573 1,709. 1,082 1,535
dagascar 613 829 1,025 991 1,025 955 1,120 1,100 - 1,040
erra Leone 187 260 2/ 222 224 220 220 228 23€ - 226 &
Congo (former '
Belgin 60 152 177 179 198 185 179 .. 173 180 &

Total Grains 25,230 30,760 35,570 35,920 35,230 37,010 34,130 35;536 134’;8Q'

Sugar (raw 1,100 1,50 1,870 2,050 2,240 2,270 2,455 2,555 2,615

Valus) ‘ - '
Union of South ‘

Africa 1 409 555 658 658 752 770 871 1,016 853 &
Mauritius 278 443 512 499 533 573 562 526 580 . -
Egypt - 146 196 271 319 312 299 306 & 329 & 320 &
Renuion 81 116 171 175 177 193 208 165 200
Mozambique 72 86 90" 90 124 139 164 153 165
Wine 2,140 1,720 2,270 2,510 2,070 2,490 2,160° 2,050 2,530
Algeria 1,788 1,3% 1,829 1,925 1,440 1,862 1,529 1,383 1,858
Union of South , '

Africa | 133 228 255 288 322 283 286 & 2854 285
Morocco ‘ 54 64 119 191 191 & 225 177 210 275

Tunisia 165 T4 66 105 112 & 130 160 195 ' 1?0&
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Annex ( ii )
? > Prewar Average 1959/60
ags average 1948-52 1953/54 1954/55 1955/56 1956/57 1957/58 1958/59 (preli-
minary
..........Tw,,..1,,3,}.,,,§pqgsang metrlo tons..........................
Oranges 530 990 1,220 1,240 1,360 1,370 1,450 1,400 1,540
Morocco 29 & 170 178 206 243 281 348 385 4764k
Union of South L B . : oo
Africa 132 199 228 270 - 274 289 338 291 & 305%
Algeria 91 219 327 324 341 372 337 340 302
Egypt - 184 263 . 324 295 327 - 282 - 267 - 303 300
Bananas 300 350 - 460 470 - 550 - 550 600 600 6004
Somalia e 36 60 55 73 65 60 83 ves
Egypt 39 38 37 50 48 44 48 ..
Congo( former : - ' ’ o
Belgian) 16 39 26 38 45 49 42 48 @
Ethiopia aee 23 22 21 24 25 28 28 cas
Olive 0il : 70 - 90+ 140 120 - 60 170" 90 29 110 . .
Tunisia , 45 53 ° 93 61 25  101- 50 - 135 37
Algeria 12 i8 24 27 16 23" 17 17 30
Morocco 10 13 16 27 14 37 T& 25 18 &
Palm Kernels 690 740 810 830 780 860 800 870 850
ngerlafﬁjr ves - 373 441 469 430 470 420 468 440
Congo (fGrmer : LT
Belgian) 5/ 128 . 117 ~ 119. 118 120 140 146 144 1404
Sierra Leone 6/ ... 74 .. 10 69 59 59 54 56 59 .-
Palm 0il o 620 820 .. 870 920 890 960: 920 960 . 950
Nigeria ]/  ees-. 3487 0 420 450 . 420 460 409 - 457 433
Congc (former . - T TR
Belgian) 5/ ... 202. 180 196 197 221 234 225 . .us e
Groundnuts(in . 1,900 2,420 3,040 2,800 3,240 3,440 4,090 3,700 3,530
Wigeria  °°11) Seox 684k 870k 790k 1,000k 770k 1,300k 1,050k < 900
Senegal 8/ 491 420 551 390 539 712 "808 675 " was
Union of South . : ‘ L
Africa 14 105 =~ 202 196 223 182 142 194 173 .
Sudan 6 20 38 44 €5 146 129 138 139
Copra 100. 100 120 120 120 120 120 120 120
Mozambique 9/ 36 46 46 44 48 52 59 54 38
Coffee 140 290 340 380. 490 510 540 590 630
Ivory Coast 8/ ... 58 49 85 98 117 104 158 -
Uganda eee- 35 3 M4 75 62 79 - 71 109
Angola _ 17 55. 45 69 85 81k T8 88 95"
Congo (former ' ' ' . - i
Belgian) 17 21 23 28 29 39 43 54 .55
Madagascar 24 k3| 45 44 55 51 56 53 .48
Ethiopia 20k 34 40 46 54 52 57 48k 48
Cameroon 2 9 10 11 14 19 23 27 30
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(iii) Aénéx
Prewar Average ' 1959/§O
average 1948-52 1953/54 1954/55 1955/56 1956/57 1957/58 1958/59 (Preli-
minary
........... vessecsnsssacssesthousand metric tON8 sessssssscrsrscnceneanse
Kenya 18 10 12 130 . 24 19 2l 24 24
Tanganyika 15 14 15 20 19 23 21 23 - 25
Cocca 490 500 470 490 530 580 4" 570 630
Chana 280 253 214 224 241 2¢9 210 260 315
Nigeria 94 109 100 91 116 137 90 142 150
Cameroon 25 49 54 56 58 60 65 60 63
‘:gvory Coast 8/ ces 53 57 13 71 73 46 56 ces
Tea 9 19 20 27 30 34, 34 40 44
Nyasaland 4 7 6 8 8 9 8 11 11
Kenya 4 6 6 8 9 10 10 11 E 13
Tobaceo 70 140 166 150 170 160 180 200 200
Southern Rhodesia 11 44 55 56 75 62 67 82 96
Cotton (lint) 600 690 - 670 700 - 690 730 760 870 890
Egypt 400 396 318 348 335, 325 405 446 457
Uganda 59 66 73 54 65 69 69 73 654
Congo (former
Belgian) 3L 46 45 48. 49 52 46 48 60#
Mozambique 6 29%& 33 28 21 35 3% 43k 38k
Nigeria 10/ 10 14k 26 34 28 25 42% 30% 384
Tanganyika 10 10 9 i8 22 24 31 31 EYF:
c:gudan 56 74 91 89 95 128 49 128 122
Sisal 160 230 280 290 300 310 330 350 360
Tanganyika 90 137 172 181 179 189 188 200 104.
Angola 6 21 31 31k 41k 3Tk A6k 534 52&
Kenya 30 38 39 35 39 40 42 47 49
Mozambique 22 19 22 25 27k 29 31k 33 284
Rubber 10 60 80 90 100 120 120 130 140
Liberia 2 31 35 38 39 39 39 43 43
Nigeria 2 14 22 21 31 39 40 42 53
Congo (former
Belgian) 1 10 18 23 26 33 34 35 40

l/ Production statistics are not available for all of the major producing countries.
In particular few dnta arc'sq_far available for tho iddividunl countries of the

former French Equatdrial and French West Africa.
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Erere vew e

Four~-year average.

Including also millets and sorghums, oats and rice (milled equivalent).

Purchases for export. ' |

Plantation‘ production an'di produotion from fruits delivered by African
growers.' - |

Exports. . , L

PAO estimates. ‘ o o

Marketed output.'

Exports of copra and coconut oil in copra equivalent,

Purchases by Marketing Board,

«sss Data unavailable. & unofficial data,
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