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introduction

The Eastern Africa Working Group of the IGCESTD held its first meeting

from 21 to 23 November 1934. After reviewing the terms of reference given

to the subreg i onaI work i ng groups, the meet i ng gave 3 deta iIed cons i derat i on

to the three priority areas;

1. Science and; Technology Development

2. Basic needs covering food and agriculture, forestry, health, water,

housing and The environment .

3. Industry including energy, transport and communication

The meet i ng undertook a deta i I ed r-3v i ew of major i ssues and 4>r:ob I ems

under each priority area and identified the following specific :themes of

common i nterest whi ch couId form the bas i s for tn- dov«Iopment of subreg i onaI

projects:

Priority Area 1 - Science and Technology Development

1. impact of frontier technologies on development

2. Effectiveness of science and technology planning and pof icy-making

bodies.

Priority Area 2 - Basic Needs

1. Conservation and utilization of moisture for food production

2.■ Post-harvest losses.

Priority Area 3 - Industry including Energy, Transport and Communication

1- Energy for cooking

2, Energy for farmpower

3. Industrial energy

4, Saving of energy.

Concrete project proposals

In the light of the discussion at the first meeting and the emerging

needs, the Working Group is invited to consider the following project proposals

viz: Development of a SubregionaI poi icy in Science and Technology for East

African Subregion and Worer Conservation for Food Production, Justifications

for these projects are given in the project documents proper.
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■ PROJECT PROPOSAL

" Projeer Titter ' Development of a subregional policy in Science and Technology

for East African subregion

Sector: Science and Technology

Duration: One year

Government . .

: , . Implementing

Agencies: National focal points: on Science and

Technology

■, Estimated Budget:. US$23,300.-;

Executing Agency:

Starting Date:

..•v; j Government I nputs:

THE PROJECT

I. Development Objectives

.; ; >Tb3 long-term objective - of .a project ;on development of a subregionat

policy on science and technology are: :■ .

(a) Enable member States of tne East A;c.Gican_subragion to plari. .their

activities in the field of science and technofogy in a" hanndnized way so

as to make oprimal use of I imited resources.; : . . ■ ., -,- ■■; ;

(b) Enable member States of the subregion to develop ana apply science

and technology that meets-- the requirements of both national and subregional

socio-economic development,

(c) Assist member States to find a market for their products which will

not suffer the competition usually experienced when concerted action is absent:

I I• Immediate objectives

(a) Allow experts and policy makers of member States io discuss at a

v;'orkshop£ national policies in science and technology, and frame a suitable

subregional policy=

(b) Create and or strengthen su&regior.ol mechanisms for the development

and application of science ana technology, where necessary,

(c) Strenthen co-operation in The development and application of science

and technology for socio-economic development.
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Special Consitieration

W t rh the advent of new and emerg ing sc i ence and technoIogy, spec i a I I y
developed in the Nortn to meef the needs of developed countries, African
products are being gradually squeezed out of the world market, and are losing
their market competitiveness. Subregional agro-ecological endowments require
that a common policy be agreed upon to exploit the national products to the
bosr advarrrage of the member States, The presence of neighbour!no competitors
producing similar products in a subregion is a great asset to developed
countries who are the main buyers of these products- Science and technology
can be utilized 1o .nake the producs in such a way that neighbouring countries
do not lose their competitive edge. To develop and app fy such appropriate
science and Technology, it is essential to hove a subregional policy based

on co-operation between the member States, who arc keen on sharing common
knowledge ano exploiting new and emerging science and technology in a
harmonized way that maximizes on the I imiteo resources available.

The East African subregion is made of eic;ht States, seven of whom have
long s-rretchGs of marine coastal areas. Each State is trying to exploit
i.ie marine resources to the maximum/ very ofrs*. wi ih the help of foreign

powers, many of whom have interests in more than one country. The exploitation

of these rssources at national level is very often In competition with
neighbouring countries. There is no subregional policy that can autd* them
to maximize on their profits. Science and technology can be exploited to
make tnem more competitive on a subregional Isvel, and hence the need for
a subrecjional S&T policy that takes account of national policies, and
harmonizes the activities in the subr-gion, Many other examples in the ffPld
ot agriculture, minerals, forestry, water conservation, Transport, health
and i-he like, can be quoted, to show the need for a subreqional policy in
science and technology

I V„ Background and jnsH t icat ion

The^East-African subregional working group, in its first meeting in Addis
Kbabn m T^'t considered the working area on science and technology
development The stress at that time was on the establishment and
strengthening of National Science and Technology Bodies, and the formulation
of national science aaj technology policies. Many countries of the subregion
now havo such science and technology policies basod on government declarations
in national socto-eccomic objectives. These policies now need to be studied
in _ tne _oyeralI subrcgional. contexr, in 'trie Iight of international
socio-pohTicu, ana economic developments, and a subregional policy distilled
our of them. ;,uch o subregionQl policy will qu i de policy-makers and heads
of governments in orient-ing their national activities so as to capitalize
on the ex.st.ng and future trends in development. The role of science and
technology in th.s process cannot be overemphasized, specially with the advent
of new ano emerging technologies. Co-operation in the subregion enn only
be i^sed on common interesrs tr-mselves leading to common policies.

The East African l/orking Group in Science and Technology for Development
offers a forum for national experts to air thair views on common problems
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and to come up with projects for subregional development. The organization

of s subrogional workshop that can develop a subregionai policy in science

and technology is a project that will help member States to work towards

the objectives mentioned in I and II above.

(a) Workshop of experts and policy-makers of the East African subregion

that wilt allow them to meet and discuss national and subregional policies

on science and technology,

(b) Draft subregional policy on science and technology for Nie

consideration of member States at national levels,

(c) Report of the deliberations of the workshop.

V i. Inputs

1-From member States

(a) Member States contributions to the workshop in delegating experts

and high-level policy makers coversant on science and technology policies.

(b) Maiionai science and technology policy documents or policy

declarations that viM.form the basis for workshop discussions*

2. ECA and OAU Secretariats

EGA and OAU in collaboration with the convenor country will help in

organizing the workshop.

v!!• Budget

A pi i ni mum of two parT i c i pan is per member State are raquried, one expert

and the other a high-level policy-maker,

1. Travel of 14 participants US$9,000,00

2. DSA for one we^k 700 x 14 9,800.00

3» Travel and DSA of secretariat 3,-500,00

4. Administrative support 1^500,00

TOTAL 23.300
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PROJECT PROPOSAL I I

Project title: Moisture conservation for fooJ production

Sector: Science and Technology

Duration: One year

Government

imp lementi nrj

Agencies? Hinisrries of Agriculture and Ninistrles responsible for water
development

Executing agency: United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

Starting date:

Government i nputs:

Estimated budgets US5 59,000.00

TKE PROJECT

Th<3 long-term objectives of the project are:

(a) To motivale member States of East Africa into subregional co-operation
through joint projects;

(b) Ass i st menber States of the East Afr i can Work i ng Group of the
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Science and Technology development,
to develop new technologies to conserve moisture considered as crucial for
productions

(c) Assist member States of the East African Working Group to develop crop
varieties that will thrive on limited moisture. ■ - ■ ■

I i o immediate objectives

The immediate objectives are:

(a) Collection, compilation and analysis of information on water conservation,
irrigation; t^chniquas enJ water requirements with respect to different crops;

(b) Identification of those techniques for moisture conservation, management
and utiIization;

(c) iyiob i I i zat i on of i rr i gat i on experts w i th i n each coun try to study the
water supply potential of their respective coumry and devise effective
mechanism for moisture conservation and utilization.
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III. Speci al consideration.

A to™ should b-i organized in an appropriate interministerial commission
to act as a national 'oca. point which will hand Ie the issue of mo.sture
conservation, management and utilization for food production.

Th- n3tion^i focal point should popularize campaigns to sensitize the
people" on the need for moisture conserve Non and effective ut.l.zat.on for
food production.

R&U on various aspects of irrigation study should be organized and

strengthened by the notional focal point,

! V.. Background and ^jjSJJ^QjCjajJjJQ.

Th- East African subroqional Working Group, in its first meeting in.Addis
AbT,a >n 100a not-l with qreat concern the working problem of moisture
conservation leading" to drought in the subreglon. This problem has affecte,
a number of countries and has greatly r^o.d Their cpauty to feeo

themselves

Since food production cannot be carried out in the absence of adequate
moisture the problem deserve, the highest atvantion by all concerned. On
the ^ hand it is also felt that the main problem is not so much an
absolute" lack of moisture but inability to conserve and effectively utM.ze

■ >. - ; r ay5"' 1 "*b I ^ It is therefore felt that hign priority

"h ,?V^amTit^r^o V.e °developfrient .and effective utilization of techniques
for moisture conservation <-nd management,

There has been a steady decline in food production per unit land area
for a growing population in many countries of East Africa. ood product on

on fn red nois^ro. The technologies to conserve mo.Sture need not be
°l,bor^l and oxpon-Hvn. Some of these ,re well-kn^n and read.ly avanable
an'd information o:, suitable technologies developed elsewhere can be sought
through tho UN Sy^em, 3nri through intergovornmental organization.

he problem of moisture conservation is both short term and long term
° l ll b the people hanselvosThe

i
ure conservation is both short g

and ih-rf- i a lot thai can be done at national level by the people hanselvoss
«»pi; farmers can be mobilized for irrigation schemes Elaborate

ti tems ~an be develop in rhe long term National
«»pi; farmers can be mobilize ig

moi sturo conservation systems ~an be develop in rhe long term
institutions should be involved to study and .dentify needs for ,r.gat on
techniques and equipment, though surveys. There ,s also a neeI tc general y
sensitize governments to n>e needs to conserve moisture and unl.ze if

rationally,
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V,

(a) Report on identified techniques for moisture conservation, management

and utilization by member States of the Group;

Coi Establishment of a National Focal Poini for moisture conservation and

management;

(c) Report on thn coltection, cortpiletion and analysis of information on

water conservation, I rr i gat*ion techniques nnd '.'ater requirement for different

crops; this report should be circulated "io member SVotes of the Group and

discussed durine; the proposed workshop;

(d) Report on crop vnrieiies That wilt -thrive on limited moisture;

(e) Pro'ueiMon o- video films for fanners .;wd extension workers;

(f) Publication of findings.

V

African participation

Th3 African governments -.'it! nominate

moisture cons orva I'ion and management

moi stu~e -v.onsor'/Cil ion ?>nd -i:anaqer7ien1

wi ! ! i dent ify en -I moke

conservation and -t

Nn vi.-x-al Focal Point (NFP) for

This NFP constituted by experts on

i;i I I p.-Rptire a national paper which

inventor/ of cxie.tinq techniques for moisture

EGA i n coli aboraf ion w i th

will orovide ac'mi n i strar i vo fnc

! he convenor ui i I react as co-ordInator and

titie1^ for reports, meetings.

US$

K Eight national papers by

notional ey.pevts U

2. Consul rants: (1) Agronomist

Ci) irriqoTion rechnoloqist

:?.. Consulrotivo v.orkshop for iO exports

4D Adnim strative support

5. Product!oil of vi,a;o films

S. Publication of riruiinqs

16,000

15t000

15,000

10,000

3,000

5,000

5 y 00Q

OTAL 69c000.-




