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INTRODUGTIQNi

'1. _ Thls paper deals w1th the present demographlc struetures of the
populatlon in the Western Afrlcan countrles followed by a study of the
recent populatlon trends and the prospects for the future._‘

. 2+ . The countrles that make up the Western African sub-region and ars

. under study.ln this paper are ngerla, Ghana, Upper Volta, Mali, Ivory

.. Coast, Guinea, Benegal, nger, Dahoney, Sierra Leone,- Togo, Liberia,
Maurltanla, Portuguese Gulnea, Gambia, Cape Verde Island,-and St..Helena.
- With a total land surface area of 6.1 million square kilometres which

is 20.4 per cent of the tqtallarea_of Africa, this sub-reégion.is the
second largest (next to the Northern sub-region) in Africs. :According
to. 1964 @id#yearﬁestimates,_ﬁestern,Africa had a total population of
96+1 million (or 31.7 per cent .of the total population of Africa) which

- makes it the most populous of the five sub~regions of Africa. - The  popu=
lation o£=this sub-region ig eﬁtimated to be increasing at. the rate of
2.7 per cent per annum which is & rate higher than that'ofzﬁhe-Whole
,region (2-5 per cent per. annum). The rate of growth ig- one of ‘the high~

a8t among the sub~regionsg of. Africa,

3 lee ‘the' other sub—reglons of hfrica, demographlc statlstlcs ‘are
‘not’ adequate an& rellable espe01ally ag far as data on Vltai Statlstlcs
are concerned, waever,_each of the countries has up to-date, taken

at leagt two censuses or sample surveys to determine thé total'popula—

‘ tlon and other demographlo oharacterlstlos at dlfferent perlods. Of the
' [seventeen countrles in the subnreglon, &t least- twelve undertook elther

"‘a census or a sample survey between 1959 and 1964. ﬂ

I, DEMOGRAPHIC STRUCTURE or TBE POPULATION

1(a) Total populatlon

4.7 The total populatlon of Western Afrloa is estlmated at 96 l mllllon
"(Table l) in 1964 There are, however, wide dlfferences between the

: populatlon of the dlfferent countrles as shown in Table 1 Unllke
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Bagtern Africa where the largest country (Ethiopia) is also the most
pppuloue, in Western Afrloa, ngerla Whloh ig the most populous (Wlth
156 4 mllllon or 58 7 per cent of the total populatlon 1n “the eub-reglon)
':15 only the fourth largest 1n lard area w1th 15 per oent of the total
land area. After ngerla, the only oountry Witk a populatlon above
-5 million i& ‘Ghena'with 7.5 million persons 1n-l964”or'7¢8 per cent of
'”fhe:%éﬁ&l%populetioﬁ.in’the”sub—region;-*TheseftWO sowmtries, with less
than 20 per tent of the total land area; meke'up'66.5lper'cent'of*fhe
v o fotal population -in the sub;regionej After Oharna ‘come Upper Tolta
“{ 4.8 million) and Mali (4,5'@11110n)5*whichffdgethér'with'24.2 per “cent
‘of total area 6Ff the sub-région make up-only 9g6'per‘oent”of the ﬁotal
- population.  ‘After these some 6 countries with populetiéh”ﬁetweeﬁ”?
'million?an&~3;7”miilﬁon, “THe largest ‘country in:land area, nger,ls
-fin-thie'grdup,' With nore- +haﬂ 20 per cent of the totel area of ‘the
o gub-region Nigdr has only 3,3 million populatlon or 3.4 per cent ¢f the
ﬁdtal=population“ofEWQSternwAfrioaaf'Tbeﬁremaihing?éeven countries;
including “the small islands, have population between 5,000 and 1.6
~ . million, - Western ‘Africat & ‘population is thewefore dominated by Nigeria,
which with 15 per .cent of the total area oonﬁribufee-neafly 60 per cent
.. of the populatlon 1n the eub-reglon, Whlle the remaining sixieen gqoun—
;o:trles w1th 85 pex, oent of the. . total area together. contribute only 40 per
-cent of ihe-total populetiogx S e

('b) Denslty -0f ponula‘blon .

sl

“f :5; _ The den31ty of populatlon in Western Afrloa, measured oy the number

"vof éereone per equare kllometre of 1and 1s eetlmated at 16, thus maklng
this sub—reglon mors densely populated ‘than any of the other sub-reglone
of Africa. This oompares w1th a denelty of 10 per square kilometre for
the whole of Africa. There are, however, w1de varletlons in the densities
for the different countries of the sub-region. - They: rangewheﬁween‘61 for
Nigeria %o l in Maurlﬁanla. Exoludlng the 1slande of Cape Verde and

' St. Eelena, ‘the oountrles that come after Nigerla a“e Ghana (32), Gambla
'(32)9 Sierra Leone (31) and Togo (28) The rest have den51t1ee between
20 (:Ln Dehomey) and 3 (z.n nger) '
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6. Since Western Africa, like the rest of Africa, is still mainly
_agricﬁltural, other indicators to show thé extent of pressure on land

in thls sub—reglon are the density per square kilometre of arable land,
and den51ty Per square kilometre of arable land in the rural areas.,
Thege are given in Table 2, Unfortunately there are no data for all
the éountries of the sub-region.  For ths 14 countries whioh have data
on area of arable land the density per square kilomstre of ‘arable 1and
is 140 This can be taken &s an approximation of the. figure Ffor the
whole sub—reglon. Excluding the small iglands, Portuguese CGuinea has.
the hlghest densmty Per square kilometre of arable land (1,750). followed
by Wigeria (258), Gambia (162), Dahoney (153) and Chana (142). . The ..
lowest figure is recorded in nger (28). The figure for the whole of
Africa in 1964 was 176, whiie the figure for Raatern Africa at the same
time was 110. In the rural areas +oo there are data for only ten of |
.the countrles in the sub-region, The country with the hlghest denszty
in the rural areas is CGambia with = den31ty of 148 per square kllometre
of arable land. for the rural population, followed by Nigeria with 130,
Dahomey. 125 and Chana 111, The rost of the countries all have somethlng
below 70 except Upper Volta whlch haeg 89, The density of rural popula— ‘
tion per gquare kilomeire of arable land in the whole of Africa around
1964 was 110 and 125 for Western Africa. This means that, as compared
with fhe rest of Africa, ‘the pressure on arable land in Wegtern Africa

is greater, though the density can still be con31dered low,

( ) Age structure of the population

Te The gex and age distributions of a population usually glve some
1nd10at10ns of the manpower potentlal of the population and also provide
- a measure of its dependency load, consumptlon needs and +the gocial
requlrements Dotk for the present and +the future. A knowledge of thé
st:uctgre of a population is, therefore, indispensablé in the economio

planniﬁg Of:a country.

8. Though the age data collected in the censuses and surveys in the
countries of thig" gub-region, like data from the ofher parts of Afrlca,

are known to be inaccurate, they, however, give at leass a rough idea
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of the situation in tke sub-region. The age data {Table 3) show that
like all high fertility areas thé countries of +the sub-region have young
_aﬁd_grpwing populations, In general childrén-undar 15 make up about
45 per cent of the total population.. Persons in the working zge groups
- 15«59 ﬁsual iy form Jjust about 50 per dent of the total ponulatﬁon, whlle

the aged (60 years and over) form sbouth 4 per cent,

9¢ - This type of age ‘distribubtion is of course a great'handicap.to

economic development in the sub-region. First since about half of the
population is under 15 years, it meams the coﬁﬁtries of the sub-region
have 1o invesﬁ'large'portions of their revenue on items 1iks_eduqation

Whioh take a long tim@ to yield dividends.

10, Second.yF the depend ney load fends to be very heavy. The usual
rough meagure of the depeade wy load is the ratio of the number of
persqns aged under L5 years and those 60 and over; %o the total number
of perscn ' aged 1553 ye“rqu In Westein Africa there are about 9 perscns
in the dependont ageq for every ten persons in the workinhg age groups.
This 1n fact means that in {his sub-region slightly more than 50 per '
‘cent of the toial population ha V& to support the whols population. Ior
‘couniries with the relevant Gata the highest dependency ratiocs are
observed in St. Helera (116), Togo {114}, Chana (98), Mali (95.3) and
Wiger (94). The'loﬁeéi is in Caps Verde Islands (69.8), 1In fact,
apartjfrom‘Capﬂ Varde Hhe“s is not even one country with a dependency -
load belcw 88, (;@b la 3), ‘

{a) Sex-ratic

11, Table 4 shows the gex- rat (number of males per 100 females) of
the totwl populauﬂon end Where ﬂvawTabje for the wrban, rural, indigenous
&g well ag of the nam«;rd;gbncau populatlon of the various countries

of the sub—reglono

12, As indicated by the ratios the countries of the sub-~region can be
generally said to have low sex-ratios, Foxr the total population, femaleg

outnumber males in 21l the coumtries except Jambia (104), Ghana (102.2)
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and Ivory Coast (102 DR For countries with data for the indigenous
African populatlon only Ghana (102 1) and Upper Volta (lOO 8) have
ratios above 100, OF COUrse, Ghana is known to have a considerable .
number of immigrants and therefore, the eex~ratlo is not unueual Bven

for Ghana the sex~ratio of the CGhanaian orlgin pOpulatlon is as 1ow as

9Te2a

f13 Theee Jlow SerratlDS noted in almost all the ueetern Afrloan coun-
fries 1s in contrast to the observed hlgh proportlon of males 1n other

- under-devel oped countrles of Asia and Latin Amerlca and would partly be
" explained by the mlgratlon of’ male 1abour from oountrles like Togo,

-~ Dahomey,  Upper: Volta and others ana perhaps by the sex—raﬁlo at blrth

intthese” oountrles. Unfortunately, however, none of the countrles have

accurate’ dats on eexﬁratlo at birth and so thle second p0351ble reason
will only remaln a hypotheele untll data beoome avallable ln theee coun~

trles elther Lo oonflrm or refute 1tn

’14,? Data on sex—ratlos fox urban populatlon are avallable for Togo,
Ghana, and Senegal Even here it is only in Ghana that the ‘males. out—
numher the females a8 it is generally ;ound in urban areas-. owing to the

mlgratlon of malee from the rural arezs to the urban areas: to find Jobs.

. 15.I For “the nonuﬂfrloan population there is a general tendenoy for the
malee to outnumber the females in all the countries which have data.
The hlgheet ratio. is found in Mauritania (225) followed by‘nger Wlth
162 and Ghana wWith 146,

(e)'ié --Ethnic ' com‘pOS ition

16;? As compared Wlth the other sub-regions of Afrloa, Weetern Afrlca

' oan be sald to be predomlnantly populated by indigenous Afrloans. Apart
from Cape Verde Island which had only 28 per cent Afrloan populatlon
-in 1950 (see Table 5); no other country and anything more than 2 per
oent of non-Afrlcan populetlon. Thege compare Wlth those of say South
Afrloa w1th about 32 per centy Rhodes1a with 6 per oent9 Zambia and
Kenya eaoh with about 3 per cent non-African populatlon in 1960. Apart
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from. the" uambla W1th 2 per cent of nonmﬁﬂrloan populatlon and Senegal
with 1. 9 per oent, none of the: rest had anythlng more than 1, 3 per |

cent. -

_(f) The urban populatlon .

.17. A knowledge of the urban population of a country and 1ts growth

is of great 1mportanoe to planners. For standardlzatlon it 13 ugnal
f“to:oon31der only towns and 01t1es w1th 20,000 and more 1nhab1tants,
“1&5 studles of urbanlzatlona Usually the relatlvo share of the population
'ih CltleS.W1th lOO OOO and more 1nhab3tants among the- total number of
towns and Clules w1th 20 , 000 and more inhabitants is used as a measure
~of the ooncentratlon of the urban populatlon. Available data show -that
lﬂln Western Afrlca the uLban populatlon (towns and .cities with- populatlon
-'20 OOO and more) formed about 12 v per cent of the total populatlon
'around 1960 This compares w1th g figure of 13 er oent for the whole
of Afrloa and about 5 per oent for ‘Bastern Afrioca about the same tlme.
The proportion of the ‘urban populatlon 11V1ng 1n oltles of lOO OOO |
and more irhabitants in Western Africa ilsg also ostlmated to be about

7.6 per cent 6f the -total populatlon, which oompares W1th about 3 per

~cent for Eastern Aftica around 1960 and 5 per cent for Africa around

. 1950, Thus, of the population of 85.6 million living in Wegterh Afrloa
.1n 1960. about 10.6 million lived in towns with population 20,000 and
nore while 6.5 million lived in cities with porulation 100,000 and more,
This means that 61 per cent of the urban population of Western Afrloa
‘were concentrated in cities with Population 100 OOO and more. The -
figures given above indicate that the rate of urbanlzatlon in Western

~ Africa is quite high and that the’ oonoentratlon of the populatlon 1n a

"o few urbahicities ism appreolably hlghn

18. As shown 1n Table 6 the oountry w1th the hlghest proportion of ite
populatlon in urban aroas (towns with populatlon 203000 and more) i
-'Senegal (22 6 per oent), followed by ngerla (14.0 per cent),. Ghana.’
(12 3 per oent), Gambla (8.9 per cent), Dahomey (8.3 per cent): and



(g) Internatlonal mlgratlon

: 21. One maaor problem in Western Afrlca whlch should be of graat concern

_mlgratlon which usually takes the form of overland _orossings from one

J':country to another. Movemenb across land frontlers in West Africa is
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. Liberia (7.9 per‘cent) Thé ‘countries with the lowest of persons in
*. urban ‘areas are Mali (4.6 per cent)s; Upper Volta (3 1 per cent) and

Niger (1 3 per cent),

- 194 - THe- populatlon of oapltal cities and cltles Wlth populatlon 100,000
-and more is shown in Table 7. As usual ngerla hag the blggest share

followed by Ghana. Altogether thers were 31 Gities with populatlon

100,000 and more in Western Africa around 1960, twentybthree out of

.these are located in: ngerla, three in Ghana while Mall, Slerra Leone,

Ivory Coast, Senegal and Guinea had one each,

.20.. Thig as well ag’ the density of- populatlon in the varlous countrles
“indicates that the' population of the sub-region is hlghly concentrated

in a few countries. - For while the eleven cities Wlth populatlon 100,000

- and more .in Bastérn Africa’ are 1ooated in seven countrles the 31 such
:eities in Western Africa are located in only seven countrles, w1th over
. ‘T per cent of them in only one country, ngerla. As shown in Table 7
. Lagos (ngerla) with 665,000 in 1963 has the’ Targest city population,
-+ Tollowed by Thadan - (627,000 “in 1963) also in Nideria then Dakar (Senegal)
- With, 3745000 in- 1960, Accra (Ghana) with 338,000 ‘in 1960 and Ogbomosho
o (ngerla) with 320,000 in 1963. 411 the other cltles had populatlons

of less than 200, 000 except Kano, Oshogbo and Ilorln in all ngerla

] ‘w1th populatlons 295,000, 210,000 and 209,000 respectlvely. S

to the countrles is the non—avallablllty of statlstlcs on international

al phenomenon wh;ch has been known to be. g01ng on in the sub—meglon for

fa long tlme. The Hangara’s for 1nstanoe in Mall are known to have

”'started mlgratlng to Kano (ngerla) and the present Ghana, ‘as far. back

as the ‘16th Century and to have extended their power over nearly .all
West Afrlca.l Even during the slave trade, Wangara and Hansa tradersl

;/ Jean Rouch ~ 'Notes on Migrations into the Cold Ceoast®,
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are known'to ‘have followed the .strictly controlled slave routes: End
establlshed 1mportant markets in Kumasi.and Salaga in the then Gold
Ooast (Ghana) ‘ i

22, In modern times it has besn known that mlgrante from the North,
Weet_apd,Eestern borders of Ghana come into Ghana either to work on
cocoa farme or as manualklabourere,in the mines- or with constructional
organlzatlone and as traders. (Table 8 ghowg estimates of migrants from
_the former French West Africa in certain occupations given by Jean Rouch

in his Survey on Mlgmatlone in the Gold Coast (1954).

”:-23, It isy hewever, ufortunate that very little is being done by the
'_;governmente in the eub—reglon to collect statistics which could give

estlmatee of the volume of migration in the region.  Yet it is an

”__Jlmportant problem Wthh has to -be solved., for without migration. -

‘rstatletlcs, many of the gountries will find 1t diffiocult:to: have acourate
‘_eetlmates of thelr poPulatlon. For example, Ghana's: 1960 census:indieates

J that about 12 per . cent of Ghana'e populatlon wag of foreign erigin.
:'These mlgrante originate mainly from Togo, Upper Volta, Nigeriay ="Ivory
__Coaet, Dahomey and Niger. By all standards the rate of¥ 1mm1gratlon

rlnte Ghana can be considered to be quite substantial. - Yet the aefual

‘ volume and annual rate ie siill not known and is very difficult to lmow,

24. Here, therefore, is one field which callg for the co-operation of
the countries of Western Africa, and in. Which cohoperaﬁidnfwill'be
beneflclal to the sub—reglon as a Whole and to the different countries,
“"Unless & JOlnt efTort 1e made by the dlfferent countrles mlgratlon
“statistios W111 alwaye rema&n poor and worthless, for as already
mentioned a greater part of the movement is by land routee across the
" frontiers., The’ routes are ueually 80 many that no elngle?country‘ean
effectiveiy cdver'all fhe'roﬁtee eiong its frentiere; Co—operetion
batween the countrles in thls fleld w111, apart from yleldlng useful
:statletlce, help to reduce the p0331b1e antl—soclal aot1v1tles a0T0Es

<'the land’ frontlers in the eubﬂreglon.
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IT. MAJCR POPULATION TRENDS AND PROSPECTS

_(a) .Rate of populaticn growth

25. Table 9 shows the rates of population growth for the different
countries of the sub-region. As the figures indicate the annual rates f
of populétion growth for the last 1wo censuses or surveys recorded.inzx
many of the countries can be ssen to be_unreaiistio. .For.exaﬁple with
the amount of-emmigration known fo fake place in Upper Volta, Togo and
- Dahomey the rates of growth recorded in these countries can be regarded
ag too high. So are the rates recorded in Benegal, ngerla and Ghana
even though Ghana and Scﬂegal are counzrle which receive immigrants
from neighbouring countrles. The main cause of these high.raiéé of
yopulation growth iecor&gd in these countries is the varying degrées
of_acéuracy and coverage of the two. censuses or surveys considered

in the calculation of the rates of growth.

26, Yot sven w1th all these errors, rates of population growth in the
Western Afrlcan countrles ars gene“ally high as shown 1n Table 9 Whlch
gives, the latest estimates of natural increase in the dlfferegt countries
of the.sub_régionc These'estiﬁates renge between the 16west 1,8 per

cent per;apnum fof Ga&bia ana Upper Volta and 3.1 per éent racorded in
Mali,j,In_fact, out of sleven oqumtries with data only two have';ates
belcw:2 rer pent per annum while eigh% have rates above 2 per,ceﬁt, L
The ofher reasons for the high rates recorded in the last two. census

or surweys in the diffsrent countrieg of the sub—rogwon are these high
rates of natural increase (malnly the regult of high fer tlllty) and

varlcus rates of net 1mm3grat10n in some of the countries,

27 The!rates of growth of the urban populaticn in the different
countries are shown in Table 10, The highest rate is recorded injDahomey;/
(24 pér cent) followed by Mali (23.0 per cent), Liberia (18.3 per cent),
Nigeria (16,5 per cent) and Upper Volta (15.5 ver cent). Togo 13! per cent,
_/ Thig high rate of growth is a joint product of the growth of orlglnal
towns (two in number) for the base year (1956) and the increase in
the number of towns to three at the end of the pericd oons1dered

(1961),
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Niger and Upper Volta 12 per cent each and Ghana 11,5 per cent. These
figures indicate high rate of growth of the urban population in all the
countries. The lowest.ig 3 per oent recorded in Gambia, but .even that

is three times the rate of growth of the total population.

28, Similarly the rates of growth of oities with population 100,000
and more are high., The hichess 15 per cent ig recorded in Seneﬂal

followed by 14 per went in ngerwa aqd ] per cent in CGhana.

(b} Levels of fertility snd mortality

29, Both measures of fertility and mortality have been shown for the
different countries in Tables 11. Like the countries of the other
sub-regions the data or rates shown have all, except for Cape'Verde,
been derived from Sample Surveys or by analytical methods since all’
these countries have not got aﬁy reliable compulsory and complete wvital

registration systems.

30. - Estimates for the countries of Africa show that the highest
fertility rates are recorded in Western Africa, Of the fourtecn coun
tries shown, only three have crude birth rates lower than 4? per‘thoﬁsaﬁd
persons: thers are Gambia with the lowest (39/1000) Capé Verde (42/1000)
and Senegal'(43/1000)o Gf the remaining eleven, as many as eight have
rates above 52/1000, Ominea ané Mali recording the highest rates of
62/1000 and 61/1000 respsciively. The gene“ﬂl fertility rate (number

of births in one ysar to 1000 fomales in the child-besring ages 15-49
years) is also generelly high for the ten countries for which data are
available, -~ At least eight of the countries have rates above 200. Ths
other fertility rate considered is gross reproduciion rate, which shows’
the number of daughters that would be born to a generation of women
':_having,-at each age in the potential child-bearing psriod of their - -
liveﬂ} the age-~specific female birth rates observed for a given popula-

~ tion.at a given iHime, on the.assumptiqn that none of the women die before
reaching the limit of her potential fertile years, This rate tco is

‘generally high for the Western African countries. OFf the twelve countries
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in the sub-region wi+h data, cight have rates between 3 and 3. He - Bven
after alIOW1ng for a poggible exaﬂgeratlon in gome of uhe rates the
fertlllty rates in Western ﬂfrlca are highen . than - rates in all the

other sub_reglons.

3l, lee all areag Wlth very high fertility rates in Afrlca,'Western
Afrlcan countrles have . very high mortalwty - Apart from Cape Verde which
has a orude death raae of. 12/1000 populatwon and Senegal with 17 the -
rates for the othexr countries range beuween 21 in Gambia and 40 in

_Gulneae- Excluﬂlng Cape Verde and Senegal, infant mortality rates are-

i.“;from 111 per 1000 live blrta;.&n Dahomey.$o 200 in Niger. The life

' expeotancy at bl?th repﬁeseﬁuo the ave“aﬂe yearg of 1vfe 0 which. a.
group of new borun 1nfanus could look forward if they were subject to-
Tiske of death at each ame, accordlnm +o the uor%alwty rates observed
at each 16V@*.0L agas in uhe country dUTng the perlod to Whlch the measure
refers, it varies f*om the lowe t 26 yeurs in Mali to 43 Joars in Gambia.
‘Lack of accurate 6a+a me&ce.a it dlfflcult uo estvmate aucurately the future
trend ot mortallty Jn the aubwLeglon, yot w1th the effort belrg made by
the djfﬁerent oounsrles o 1mprove medlcal faclllt*es ag Well as the
economlu qnd soola_ coniltlons of their peoples ‘here ig the llkellhood
' that the level of mo:talltJ Wall decline in uhe subureblona The extent

‘j‘of the dncllne 1n the oountrle will, bowe"er, dbpenu on the effort of

eéc " doun

' 32;= The a+es of naJu¢ 1 increase whlch are obtalned fronm the dlfference

betw en ! the bjrth aﬂd dcach rotes ere given iw Table §. Thege: rates-:'

range”from 'bhe lowe t 198 per cent per smnun in Upper Volta and Gambia

to 3 l per cent in Mwllp

(0) Polvgapv, size of houschold and Fferbility.

33, In Afrlca nolygamy, Bize 01 ‘household -and. fertility seem 0 be

closely related,. &vallable data from: Gulnea in Western Africa and
Congo (Klnshasa) in Central i4frica seem to indicate that monogamous
marrlageb tbnd to be more fertile than polygamos marriages. Table 12

shows the number of wives per each husband aged 60-64 years for eight
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. countries and in the cass of Ghana the average number of wives per

husband (irrespective of age). PFrom the Sable it can be 1nferred that

polygamy 18 an accepted practice in Western Africa,

34. Table 13 gives the average size of private hougeholds in nihe

- countries in the sub-region, The private household is here defined

. ag consigting of one ‘person or & group of persons 11v1ng and’ "eatlng

together", As the table shows the size of hovsehold is géneially high

in the sub-region. A number of factors account for thiés'the rate of
fertility and the size of the u«-omrfﬁp11y9 the extent of the extended
family, polygamy, the degree of urbenization and the extent of subslstence

agriculture,

35, With increased 1ndustr1allzatlon in thes submreglon urbaﬁlzatlon is

also llkely to increase. UTban llfe usually leads to sma}ler nuclear

families and smaller houoehold 8 lowering of the fertility level may

therefore be 1ndlcated 1t ¢s usu@]ly oelleved that one of the reagons

for polyganmy is the neeess“ty Ox extra labour in subslstence agriculture.

Thig implies therefores that with increased 1ndustr1allzat10n and gradual

reductlon in sub31stenca agrlcultu+e polygamy will grudually give way to
monogamy in Wemtern ﬁfrlcwc as aTreadv menuloned this nay have a pOQ1t1ve
effect on fer'bllluya Of course, 51nce in the countries of the sub-region
generally there are nore fumales then malss,; there is also,the_90551b111ty

that the increase in monogamous marriages as well as the delayed marriages

~agsociated with wrbanization may raise the peroentage of never—married

females at any particular tlmeg which in turn tends to reduce fertlllty.
The net effect of all these snd other forces will determine to some )

extent the future frend of fertility in the gub-Tregion,

(4) Population prospects 1960-1980

36. Population projections have boen made by the'Unite&'Nations for -
the different'regions'andISub-regions of the world under different

agsunptions of future fertility and mortality. From ‘the sub-regional
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proaectlonsé/eetlmates of the populatlon of‘Western African countries
for 1960, 1965 and 1980.

~31,.;According to-the "medium" estimates which assume moderate increase
in %he life expectaney at birth and a constant fertility up to 1980,

' the. population of,Afrioa‘is expected %o rise from 27l million -in 1960

to 444 million in 1980 while that of Western Africa rises from 8%5.6
.:ﬁillien*to 147.8 million in 1980 and 272,1 million in 2000, . Thus Western
- Africa:will increase itg share of Africa's totdl population from 31.6
gper;cent-in.l960’t0:33.2 per cent. in 1980 and -35.8 per cent in 2000.

This means :that the population of the sub~region will be igrowing at

a. faster rate than the total population. of Africa. - The rates are .even
likely t0 be higher than predicted if mortallty happens 1o decline. more

-,-sharply than egtimated,

(&) *Changesfzn the age structure

38. Ae already pointed out the age structure of a populatlon is 1mportant
to plannere since it glves an 1ndlcaﬁ10n of the supply of labour, children
of school—golng age, etc, Table 14 shows the distribution of the "medium"
p0pulat10n estimates for Western Africa for: 1960, 1965, 1975 and 1980 in
'"the broad age groups - 0—14 (young), 15-44 and’ 45-59 (which together
,eonstltu e the working age groupe) and 60 years and over (older persons)

'Wlth hlgh and constant fertlllty ‘and a decllnlng mortallty the prOportlon
Cof tHe. populatlon in the youmg ‘age group (0-14) is expected to rise
ellghtly from 45.6 per cent in 1960 to 45.9 per cent in 1980 Slmllarly
-the proportlon in the-working age groups is expected to fall 'ag the
prOportlon in the. younger group rises and to rige ag the proportion in

' This means that up to 1980 the populatlon of

' Beyond l980-theu

*'est group falls.

a Natldns, Provisional Report on World Populatlon Prospeoﬁe,
ias, Aseeesad in 19635 ST/SOA/Ser.R/T, 1964.

o ;/ Unl_
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_III, CONCLUDING REMARKS

39. In ﬁhe foregoing paragraphs an attempt héésﬁééh made fo'ﬁfeééﬁﬁ

 the demographic situation in the Western Africa sub~region. . Thé avail-
able data preésented~indicate that the sub-région like most of Africa

s still not densely populated. At the same’ time fertility is very

high in the sub-region and ‘80 even with the present relatively high’

”f-mortaiity"leVels'rates of natural indrease are . also high. - ‘There is no

© indication that theffértiliﬁy-leve1 would ‘decline in the coming decade

o7 twoy while with the improvements in hedlth: facilities and the standard
of living in gereral, mortxlity rates are Tikely to decline, perhaps

: yery sharply in some countries.’ This will of course Tesult in higher

" bates of populdtion gréwth.™ The populatiéh ig yoimg and is likely ‘to

groﬁ younger still at 1eést for some time. With industrialization the
rates of urbanization are likely tq‘inoxggsg_é?ﬁ,P?¥hﬁﬁﬁﬁrﬁ?idly-infsome

;“_areas of the eubwreglon.

. 4C. To ‘sum up, in contrast to the densely populated reglons at a
_relatlvely advanoed stage of development West Africa like .the rest of
Afrlca generally is spamcely populated and stlll at an early stage of
development° the demograph;c features that are highlighted in the sub—
reglon are & hlgh rate of growth of populatlon W1th a prospeot for
_further acceleratlon in thB near futureg =y eon51derable volume of migra~
tlon, p0551h111ty of an 1ncrease in the.page of urbanlzatlon, and  the

- young age structure of the populatlon.

41, 411 these Factors have effects’on, and some of thém are in Yurn
. effected by, plang for econpmic=and'sociél‘developmenta* Population
" .trends have, therefore, to be the subject of a deliberate and comprehensive

policy in the-cduntries'whichfareMSeeking‘to*&aise the standard of living

-7 of the peoplse through!ecdnomicfand“éocialldeVélbpment-plénﬁing; and not

merely an item to be taken into account in planning. -~ Such récognition
of the population factor in developmental planning should proceed with
w51multaneous study on,different demographlc aspeots.‘ These mlght 1nclude

studies on 1mpllcat10ns‘bf populatlon trends on- investuent needs 1n
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different sectors of the economy; ievé;sAand trends of overland
migrationg.%hé relationships of fértiiiﬁ& and mortality with levels
of living, detribalization, urbsnization, industrialization; and

the cost.andfeffectijeness of differénﬁ‘kinds:qf population policies
»undér_fhe condifions_of tribal_organiéation; modern agriculture, and
‘urban societies, taking into account tﬁe éooial barriers to effective
| §§§ulétion poli@ies.regaiding migration;.pgrticipatién in economic

activities, re~dsployment and training oflmanpower, and family planning.

42.. It might also be mentioned that the recent resolution of the
United Nations Ecomomic and Social Council enables the United Nations .
now: to provide advisory services and training on action programmes
in the field of population at the request of governments desiring

assistance in‘ﬁhis field,l/

l/.iUhited Nations Boonomic and Social Council, Resolution Adopted -
by_the Eoonomio and Social Council, 1084(XXXTX) Work Programmes
~ .and priorities in Population fields (E/RES/1084 (XXXIX), .
30 July 1965. T | - o
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TABLE 1
Area “and Populatlon of'Western Afrlcan Countrleq, 1964

e e D e g T M‘Ld--l964
T o Area Popalatlon estlmates

Gﬁﬁhﬁ&&”?:f*-”?”’."'“(thouéand””““Perdeﬁ;'*‘“"NUmbex in = Perceutage
fetyn L e S g ) ~bage. 0 i thougands o o distribue
N ! dlstrlbutlon . ... . Yionm .

Mauri%ﬁniéﬁV*'f?7ﬂ”V“3"7”1?0305*?“” -16;9J‘ S ' ’éOOJ”'*’Q; “6c§"
CMBLAS - AR e 19202 R - T MR x49485 S 437
Senegal; i soiyiien e BO6 s w D 3,200 34000 L e 36 B
Cape Verde Tslemde.: . w o (4eQn 2007 T 2200 062!
Gambis - e e ol R0 ey 0025 0w B24 i i 063
Por%uguese Gulnea ymgéyaw‘)ﬁ:36ﬁd-‘-: 20s6, i e 525 L 50,5
Quinea _ 246 4.0 oo 34RO vowriide 6y
Sierra Leone T2 1.2 ﬁZ,ZOO 2.3
Liberis 111 1.8 1,041 1,1
Ivory Coast 322 563 3,750 3.9
Upper Volta 274 405 ' 445757 449
Ghana 239 3.9 ﬂT;53T T8
‘ Togo 57 0.9 Ig1,603 1.7
Dahomey : 113 1.9 3“29300@/ 2,4
Niger 1,267 20.8 3,250 3.4
Figeria 924 15.1 56,400 58.7

8t. Helena,; including :
dependencies 0.4 0,006 5 0.005

Total Western Africa 6,103 100.0 96,110 00,0

30,216 $10060. 302,832 B ©100,0:

tloaj Yearoook,

‘atlbns, Demographlc'Yéarbook, 1964, Sta S
A964 and Statisbioal Paperse"” P

= Provigional,
x United Nationg estimate,

a/ Africen population only.
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TABLE 2

" Demsity of .Population, 1964
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Persons per. km

Rural populationéf

| Total. area. Arable-land'-.per-kma of arable land
ngerla 61 . 258 1362/_.;
Cape Verde Islands 55 . - 220 0
Ghana 32 142 111
 Gambia 1 32 162 148
‘Sésrra Leone : X .60 55
Pogo 28 T3 65
Daliomney 20 183 125
Senegal 17 62 47
Upper Volta | 17 97 89
Eortuguese Gulnea 15 ,750 0]
Guinea 14 - eon coe
St.- Helena, mcludlng |
dependengies 13 - 250 sea
Ivory Coast .- 12 s s
leerla ‘ 9 55 50,
Meli 4 e s
"nger o oy | 28__ -25f
fauri Sl ‘.-”160; ;T‘ | _}‘01
'I‘dft'g.l Wes“tern Africa 16 = 1409/ | 1252/
"Afilaa ?;1 10 114—/ "106§[
Sduroe.; Unzted Natlons, Demographlo Yéarbook, 1964, FAO Productlon Yoarbook,

1964, Statistical Yearbook, 1964 and Statlstlcal Paperdg.

e

For 1952—53.
Estlmate.
196Q_est1mate.

Rl

Populatzon in towng with less than 20,000 1nhab1tants, accordlng to the
.latest available estimates, .
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| TABLE 3 -
Percentage distributionﬂof_pogulat;on in age groups
Comtxy e Umers 1o 60 yeems Deperggncy
Togo ' 1961 T47.9 46.8 5.3 113.7
Dahomey - 1961 46.09/ 48.49/ 5.69/ .os
Ghana 1960 44.5 5046 449 97.6
Nigeria . 1952-53 4443 470 T= 8.0 eee
Mali 1960~61  43.8 51.2 5.0 95,3
Figer 1959-60  43.8 5L.6 4.6 93,8
St. Helena, including B
dependencies 1956 43.6 46,3 10.1 1160
Ivory Coast 1957-58  43.6 - 52.9 345 ~ 89,0
Mauritania 1960-61  43.0 523 4.7 - 91,2
Senegal 1960-61 42,4  52.1 506 92,1
Guines 1954-55  42.0 53,0 4.9 88,5
Upper Volta 1960-61  41.6 53.1 53 . 88,3
Gambia - - 17.IV.63 37.6 49.49/ 13. 04/ .es
Cape Verds Island 1950 34.1 58,9 7.0 8047
Total Western Afrioa 1960  45.6 50.9 3.5 9645

Source:  United Nations, Demcgraphic Yearbook, 1963, 1964 and Eaonomioc

Bulletin for Africa Vol.V, Part B. {pre-publication text) and

Enqudtes Demographlgpes réecentes réallaeas en Afrigue Noire d'expreow

31on Frangaige ™ et a Madagagcar.

q/ Numher of persons under age 15 and 60 years and over per lOO @ersons

“aged 15~59 years.,

_/ ‘Under 34" years, 35-74 years ‘and 75 years and over,

S s ‘15—45 years and 50 years and over respectlvely._

a/ For 15-44 years.‘
_/' For 45 years and over,



Sex—rat%o of population {(number of males per 100 females) .

TABLE 4
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SR e s _ Af?icén o anuAfrican
”1Qoggjry_ ciiew . Bector - Year - Total (indigenous) (nonaind;genous)
Mauritania total 1961~-1962 : - - 255.22/
‘ ., urban 19611962 104.3 - -
_ “rural 19611962 - - -
‘ . Cgme 3/ |
Mali total 12.XI1,1956 .  99.: ~ -
: uiban 12,XI1.,1956 .. = -~ - -
rural 12,X11,1956 - - -
“Senegal " otal CIV.1960-VITT,1961  97.1 96.8 113.3
urban. »IV.1960-VIIE,1961 . 100,1 - -
rural IV.1960~VITI 1961 96.2 - -
Gambia total 17.IV.1963 104.0 - -
Urban ITOIv. 1963 - - -
rural 17.I7.1963 - - -
Guinea total | C1.VITL1959(E) 101,1 ~- -

- total 15-31.V.1955 90,8 - -
urban 15-31.V.1955 - 96.9 -
rural 15-31.V.1955 - 90.3 -

Liberia total 2.IV.1962 98.2 - -
urban 2,1IV,1962 - - -
rural 2.,IV,1962 - - -

Ivory Coast total I,VII,1961€E3 102.7 - 124.45/
urba/n l nVII 019 61 E - - .

| rural 1.VII,1961(E) - - -

Upper Volta fotal 30,IX,.1960--20,IV,.1961 - 100,8 127.82/
1.1I'-ba-n 30:391960—204:11\?-'1961 - -
rural  30.IX.1960-20,IV.1961 - - -

Ghana total 20,11, 1960:i§ - 102,2 102 19/ 146,0
urban 20,111, 196Olu/ 106,2 - -
rural 20.I1T.1960° i01.1 - -

Togo total X1.1958-XI1.1960 91.0 - -
U.I‘b&l’l XI019 58—HID 19 60 91' 3 - =
rural L. 19 58"XII +19 60 92.0 - -

Dahomey total 12.XI1.1956 - 96.1 121.4
urban 12 wXII.1956 - - -
rursl 12.X11.19576 - ~ -
total 25.V-30,IX.1961 - 96.1 -
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TABIE 4 (Cont'd)

African

) . Non—-African
.Gountry ' ”m”"“§?0t°r - Tear ‘Total (indigenous) {non-indigenous)
 Wiger 7 total - 1961(E) 98.7 - 1619 *
rural ~ 1961(E} ; - - 4 -
total X.I950-ITT,1960 . 98.1 98,85/ -
Wigeria total | VIT.1952-VI.1953 95,7 - -
urban = VIL.1952=VI.1953 - - e
rural  VII.1952-VI.1953 - - -

Scurce: Tnited Na%iohs Demogravhic Yearb00k519605 1963 and 1964;

a/ For 1956,
:p/ For 1963,

g/ The gex rati¢ of peraons of Ghana origin was 97.2 in 1960. .

a 'For 1962,



TABLE - 5
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Porcentagedistribution of population in ethnid groups

Indigenous . .. Buropeans

Mizxed -

1950

28.4

:_Cguntry_ , "Yéér‘ L (Africans) (whites) (coloured) Asiane Others
Ivory Coast XT,1957-1958 100.0 - os . ae o
Toge . 1948 100,0. 0.0 . .o ‘e
Niger ‘X.1959,II.1960 = 100.0 " . . .
Nigeria 1953 99.9 0.1
Upper Volta 1960-1961 .99.8. . 0.2
Portuguese o | SR o

Guines 1950 98,7 : Dl - 0.9 0.0 o
Ghana 1960 99,6 0.3 . 0.1 .
Senegal '1960-1961 98,1 1.2 0.2 0.5 0.0
Gambia 1951 98.0 2.0
Cape Vérde o :

Islands 2,0 69.6 0.0 0.0

Source:  United Nationg Demograrphic Yearboék, 1963, Bconomic Bullstin for Africa

- 'Vol.V, January 1965 and National Publication.

a/ Persons

of non Ghanaisn ori

population.

gin, hoWeVef, form about 12 per cent of the total
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TABLE 6
Peroentage of total populatlon in urbsn arsas jj
(towns of 20,000 and more 1nha.b1‘bants) o
o T e D e
Country . Year - . z:t:iwﬁgpgiatlon percentagze of:
20,000 and: mome (i) total {ii) poPulation in
inhabitents o/ poplation - towns of .
noze inhabit-
| ~ants g/
Sonegal 1960/61 22,5 12,6 55,9
 Wigeria 1963 14.0 T8.T 6138
 Ghana 1960 12,3 9.5 7.7
Gambia , . 1.VII.1964 849 e coe
 Dehomey 1961 8.3 veo
Liberia 1960 7.9 e Cees
" Sierra Leone 1962 Te l; - 59 . 82}§”;” 
Ivory Goast” =~ 1860 = 7.0 56 7943
Guinea - ~im o TXRIE0- < Gafe g gt
Mali | 1962 4.7 | 2.3 - 7005
Upper Volta IV.1960 3.1 ces cee
Niger 1963 1.3 oo oo
Chimon o 1962 2.2 7.6% 61. 3%/

Sources Unlted Nations, Demographic Yearbook, 1962, 1963, 1964 and Nat1onal
Publications.

3/ Including cities of 100,000 and more inhabitants.
b/ Estimate.
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TABLE T |
- ropalation of capital cities and ecities of 100,000-and more

"fopulation

. 65ﬁ£££§75ﬁé”bity' prr— "”m"ﬁété“”” — atie | -
. ~ City proper Urban agglomeration

Mauritania PRI _ T
NOUACKCHOTT S 1964(E) . 12,500 .o

Mali Rt ,

BAMAKO - St 1960 o cos 135,200

Senegal G O_/
DAKAR . ICII o1961 ; [N ) . 374’ TO
Cape Ve‘r’de Izlands el - . _
PRAIA s ';.5-;.}{11.19 50 9,980 _ b .;.'.;._
Gambia R
BATHURST : ot 1WVITL1964(E) S 28,896 L e
Por.tugu-efse Guinea SR L _ Teen P/
BISSAU ° SR _J..15‘.VI.1950 3 sen 18,309

Guinea . ,, FoL . el OP/
- CONAKRY co 2 VIL1960 ~ 175,000 - 175,00
Sierra Lgone e o SRR
FREE}TOWN 3 _-;L'.IV.1963 o 127,917 L ea
leerla _
MONROVIA © 2.1V, 1962 80,992 _ voe

CABIDJAN » = © o e 1960(E)_,._: Lo e oeee oot - 180,000
opon ‘Vol'ba, . R | S S
OUGADOUGOU o . IvV.1961 . . 7 59 ,_126 o . ver

Ghana R U S TP ORI P S SR

ACCRA 20.IIT.1960 ' 337,828 © 388, 39
Kumagi ' " 180,642 218 172—/
Sekondl—Tekoradl "o 75,450-/ ,;;;123,31

Togo . : L L - o :
LOWE 1.,1,1962(B) - ‘+W‘~'='80;ooo:c- oS 90,000
Dahomey S et oes Dol U0 v Toncan et
PORTONOVO ' 1.,7.1961(E) 65,000 cve
Cotonou 10,1V,1964 . . . .. 1099328 . i T des
Nig:e:e ‘ ‘
NIAMEY 1962(E) 40,000 coe
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TABLE 7 (Cont'd)
Population
- Country &‘Clty 3ate City proper Urban agglomeration
'77Nigeria;?ffmm-,- R
O LAGOS e e e e, . 1963 . 665,246 . o
Aba " 131,003 ces
 Abeokuta _ _ " 187,292 Cews
Ado - o " 157,519 eae
Benin. - " - 100,694 .
~Ede Cae " 134,550 se
Enugu n 138 ,457 van
Ibadan ' n 627 [ 379 'XES . G
! Ife T e " 130,050 se o':-
Ikere n 107,216 vee
I_lesha . P " ,165,822 “ea
Tlorin " 208,546 see
IWO . " 158’583 s
Kaduna s H 149,910 -
Kano " 295’432 e
Malduguri e " . ,139 ,969 'Y
Mushin " 189 ’755 s
Oe'bompsho . " 319 ,881 coes
Oniteha R " 163,032 ee
OShOg-bO " 210, 384 .o
O.;Z’G . SO ] 77112 ’ 349 “ees
Port Harcourt " 1794563 coe
Zaria o " 166,170 wee

Yource: United Nations, Demographic Yéarbook, 1960, 1962, 1963, 1964 and National

Publications.

Notes The capital city of each country is shown in

(BE) indicates an estimate of population.

Dé'jﬁre population.

c e m;';;'f

Comprises Sekondi (pop.34513) and Takoradi (Pop.

Compriseg city proper, sﬁburbs and Iles de Loos.,

40937).

*~For "eity councils" includes some rural areas., = -

apital letters.
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TABLE 8 |
Estimate of théﬁnumﬁér'andfpercéhtagé‘bf'Migrants in the
_..main occupations in the Gold Coast {Ghana) 1954 ...

- Total Ashantl Total migrants Total migranis

--9°°“P9ti?n o and Golony from the North from French
o ' West Africa
Male wage-esrners . . Number = 524,000 . 300,000 200,000
(excludlng agrlculture) (percentage) N (100)- . (60) (40)
agrlcultureumales-ﬁf- o Number - . 300,000 "“-*'180,000. 120,000 -
(excludlng Cocoa) (percentage) - (60) fﬁ(40);¢.
Traders . . . Number . . 400',000 S "'110 000 65,000
(ma}e.and female) o (percentage) S (27) (16).
Total population " Number ,,3,312,.000 S 600,000 385,000 '

(male and female) o . {percentage) ' o (18) e (12).

Source:. Notes on Migration into the Gold Coast (Ghana) ‘
(Flrst report of ithe mission oarrled out in the. Gold Coast from March to-
December, 1954 ) Jean Rouch.
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TABLE 9.

%:Rates of growth of populatlon e

Recorded or official rate of
gxowth -of - population, .

Estimated rate of natural
...increase of pepulation

L 3

Perlod Eerjqqnt per year

Period  Per‘cent per year

T Ganbia "

Upper Volta
Dahomey
Nigégs/
Ghana -

.Ma11~/§/

Ivory Goast—/ i
Gu1neaﬁ/ ‘ )
Sierra Leofie
Cape Verde Island
Portuguese Guinea

Mauritania

196551960 -
t2i1953-1963

195541960 ¢ L -~y
- 1956-1961 4¢22/m-:;,wu_
U igEs-196

L 1955-1960

o TGBLRTGBITT 7

719561963

5. 8°
C

1955-1962 5,
R )

3.6

3,28
H2.4 i
2.3

1948-196Q

R i

19551961

19581960 7 0.5

— —

1958-1964

- 19E0RTIET
o 1952-1953 7
B 1961 Sel e
e 19601961 ¢ i

1960 |

°{1957-1958
w¢1j177=_-“3=m

1954-1955 ¢

i 7

dli,.‘.

::tl.a—fa/
1961 2R2 8—/
W ;“2.827
'3¥jw§}1fiﬁ;i
“é:OE/“T
g g

‘TQ‘Z%%?YE%

1960

1962
1940~1945

Source: United Nations, Demographic Yearbook, 1962, 1963, 1964 and National

Publications.

E/ Ingtitut National de la Statistique et des dtudes Beonomique, Enquétes démo-
graphiques récentesréalisées en Afrigue Noire d'expression frangalse et &

Madagascar:

Tableau d'ensemble, avril, 1965,

2/ For Commune of Dakar comprising city proper,the suburban village and Gorée,
o/

There is an apparent lack of comparability between estimates available from
which rate of growth was computed,
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Footnote to Table 9 (continued)

g'/ .

RN

e

t 7, ke

Adjusted estimated natural increase computed at the Princeton office
for population research is 1.3 per cent per year; Ansley J, Coale

 "igtimetes of Fertility and mortality in Tropmcal Africa", First
iAfrlcan populatlon, Ibadan, 1966 :

 Ad3usted rate on analy51s by recall perlod made at the Economic
_"Comm1351on for Afrlca, on. ba31s of data supplle& by INSEE; Paris was
1.8 per cent pexr year,

- In the same . paper as in g/the estlmated natural 1nerease in 1960 was

1.6 per cent per year.

Iri the same paper as in &/the estlmated natural inorease in 1960 wag .

.9 per cent per year.

”Unofflclal estlmate,.on adjus tment for under-enumeratlon in 1948,

egtimated at 10 per cent by the UNTA.Expert observed rate is 4.
per cent.

United Nations, Populatlon and Vital Statistics Report (Data avallable |
as of January 1, 1966). (ST/STA.T/SER AfT5). :

African populatiOn'ohly.

In the same paper as in g/the estlmated natural 1ncrease for 1957-58
Was 2.3 per cent per year.

In the same paper as in g/the estimated natural 1ncrease in 1960 wasg

1. 6 per cent pel‘ yea.r. . . S O
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TABLE 10 S
Rates qf growth of urban and fofal population
(a&nual compound rates in“percentage)
) I Annuai -éte of growth (per cent)
Comty  Beel e oo G
o 7'1nhab1tants 9/ . inhabitents

wa1s?/ 1955-1960 2.4 23,0 -
SenegalS 1955—1966 6.0 ,%@;8 B o ;ig;g
Gambia 1951-1964 1.1 3,0 -
Guinea 1956-1960 0.5 8.4 R
 Sierra Leone 1956-1963 0.5 10.4 6.3
Liveria '~ 1956=1960 " [ - 18.3 | j', gt
Ivory Coast 1955-1961 2,3 12,2 6.9
Upper, Volta? | 1955-1960 4.7 15,5 -
Ghana '1948-1960 . . 4. 15/ 11,5 9,1
Congo 1955-1962 - 5.0 SA3.1 -
DahomeyS 1956-1961 4.2 2404 -

Wiger 1955-1962 3.6 i
Nigeriag/ - 1952/53-1963 548 16,5 13.8

Sources United Wations Demographic Yearbook, 1962, 1963, 1964 and National
Publications.

g/ Including cities of 100,000 and more inhabitants.

e g

S

For 1959-63.

For 1959-61.

African population only.

cent.

There ie an apparent lack of comparability between estimates available from
which rate of growth was computed,

The uwnofficial estimafe on adjustment of under enureration in 1948 census,
egtimated at 10 per cent by UNTA expert is 3.2 per
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TABZE il (oéntiﬁuedjﬂ

éYPE OF CCODES

%{ Gomplete.registray;on.
ﬁm .Saﬁple Sufvey &até.- ‘
. C.(2)"Reverse - Survival" estimates, data of low or ;noeftainiﬁéliability.
D. Oher sstimates. | -
Institut national de la Statisztique et des études Economiques;Enquetes

demographlques récentes réalisgées en Afrique.noire d’expreasxon frangalse
ot & lMadagascar: Tableau d!ensemble, avril, 1965

i
i

In the same paper as in Q/ gstimates for 1954—55 ares Blrth rate 46%0,
death rate 38%0 and 1nfant mortallty rate 246%0.

.@L  .giw¢;‘

Excludlng data for the province of Sardaunsa (the formexr Brltlsh
Noxrthern Cameroons) :

PoPulatlon Bulletln of the Unlted Natlons, N0.7—1963 (ST/SOA/SER.N/T)

In the same pape¢ az in j/, adJusted estlmates for 1957- 58 are,
. Birth rate 55%0, death rate 32%0, and infant mortallty rate 195%0.

@\ e

Economic Bulletin for Africa, Vol.V. January, 1965: Chapter B 1,
"Hecent Demographic levels and Trends in Africa,

L

For 1956.

.Ei.”EL.

In the same paper az in g/, estimates foxr 1961 are: Birth rate 49%0,
death rate 33%0, and infant mortallty rate 221%b )

Bstimate made at the Economic Commigsion for Afrlca on double 1nter-
polation in a graph prepared from Table 21 of the United Wations.
The future growth of World Population, 1958, (ST/SOA/SER.A/28) based
on stable populatlon model,

S

Adgusted estlmates at the’ Prlnceton offlce for populatlon research,
are 49%0 for births, 33%o for deaths and 270%6 for infant mortalitys
Ansley J. Coale "Estimates of fertility and mortality in Tropical
Africa", First African Populatlon Conference, Ibadan, 1966. :

RO
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Footnote to Table 11 {Continued)

y

Adjusted rates on analysls by recall perlod nade at the Economlc
- Commission for Africa on basis of data supplied by INSEE, Paris;

- the unadjusted rates were 50%0 for births, 32%o for deaths, 48%@

for natural increage, and 200%c for GFR.

@ W e Rl

In the same paper as in g/estlmates for 1960 are: Birth rate 58%@,

death 29%0 and infant mortallty rate 211%0.

" United Wations, Population and Vital Statistics Reports (data avall—
. able ag- of 1 Jaruary- 1966)(ST/STAT/SER 4/75) :

Estimated by the Economic Commission for Africa{
Relating to 1950-55,
Corresponding to the official projected used for development plan.

Estimate for 27 urban centres, based on blrths durlng 12 months
period preceding urban census.

In the same paper as for j/estimate for 1960-61 ig 46%o,
United Nations Demographic Yearbook, 1964.

For 1959,
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TABLE 12
Number of wives per husband :
&
Guinea  Ivory Togo Upper Dahomey Seﬁegal ' Mali -Nigéf Ghana &

- Coast Volta - ‘
1954-55 1957-58 1961 ~1960-61 1961  1960-61 "1960-61 1959-60 1960

Number of , A : /- '
wives per = 1393/ -1.72/ l.79/ ;.72/ 1;69/ ' 1.53/f _1,59/ _ 1.4E/ 1.4Q/

husband '

\ .
| N . ST ) s - e L o R ; ,
i Source: (1) [nquétes démographiques récentes-réslisdes en Afrique Noire d'expression
! Trangaise et a Madagascar.

{b) Trives in Ghana.
For husbands aged 60-64 years.
husbands aged 60 &ears'and over.

For hushaﬁdé'age&:60469 FEars .

e e Tl
zj

Average number of wivesm per husband. .

TABLE 13 TS
Size of household '

] T
Portu~ Togo Cuinea Upper Mali Dahomey Cape  Chana Wiger
guese ' Volta Verde
Guinea Island-

1950 1961 1954-55 1960-61 1960-61 1961 1950 1960  1959-60

Number of : a
peI‘SOnS per 7.8 507 5.3 502 ’ 5¢l 4.5 402 4.2-/ 4.1
household

Source:Enquétes émographiques récentes réalisées en Afrique Noire 4'expression
frangaise et 3 Madagascar, Economic Bulletin for Africa Vol.V. January 1965;
and National Publications.

g/ From unpublished data.
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E/CN.14/INR/115
Page 33 -

... Medium Population Estimates (in thousendg); 1960 - 1980

Population estimates in thousandsg

| foumtry 1960 1965 ig70 . 1975 ~1980°
Nigeria 50,000 . 58,000 - . 67,500 78,500 91,000
. Ghana . 6,771 TsT40 8,975 . 10,400 12,130 -
. .Upper Volta 4,300 4,782 5,195 5,735 65415 -
Mali | 4,100 4,580 5,060 5,680 64485
. Ivory Coast 3,431 3,834 4,235 45740 55385
© Senegal 3,110 3,475 3,765 4,145 4,630
" Guinea 3,072 3,480 3,880 4,325 5,030
Niger 2,823 3,270 3,625 4,085 4,675
" "Sierra Leone 23450 2,710 3,0000 3,310 3,660
. Dahomey - ° 2;150 2,355 2,600 2,935 3,355
" Pogo 1;440 1,640 1,820 ° 2,060 2,370
. liberia 980 1,050 1,120 1,170, . 1,240 .
. Mawritania - 694 740 765 820 890 - -
comvia 1 g WO Tdas T dgel
Total Western
Africa 85,611 97,980 111,900 128,390

147,755

Source: Derived from United Nations, Provigional Report on World Popula-
tion Prospects as Assessed in 1963, ST/SOA/SER.R/7, utilizing

officiael estimates subsequently available.
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TABLE 15

Medium Population Estimates for Western Africa by Age -Groups

{]LfA%'

years)

.e-grQngqf;_.-;Bf:”nlaiééOTg?.

" 1965

Tiéio"

115

;igao

0-14

15 - 44 ..

45 - 59

60 & Over

- Bstimated number (in millions)
44465
4242
T2

39,07

36,7
6.9
340

364

-5047
48.2
" 9.l

39

5843

55:1°

1105

:4;5ﬁn e

“"516718'
C 6246
12,1

5.3

Total

-’
15 = 44

45 - .
60 & Over

85:6

45.4
43.0

98,0
"7 Percentage distribution
45.6.
AT.8.
8.1
3.5

8.1
35

111.9

.45J3
43.1
8.1

35

128.4 -

42,9
8.2

7.8
45¢4. - 45.9
. A2.4
3-5 R

. ‘;3.6

. Total

100.0

100,0

100.0-

100,0 -

- 100,0

Source:v Egtimated by the ECA Demographic Section,



