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REPORT ON THE SUMMER COURSE IN ECONOMICS
_ FOR AFRICAN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

"1; ) The seooﬁd sommor oouroe in Eoohomio Development -for. African
Students, ‘under the Joint sponsorshlp of LCA and U.S.4.I.D. was held -
in Addis ababa, 4thiopia, from 18 July to 31 dugust 1962, This is in-

_ accordance with the requirement of LCA resolution 17(II) on which the .
Comm1351on 8 oontlnulng project 41-04 of the 1962-63 Programme of Work -
and Prlorltles is based. The Commission-discussed this matter under
item 12 of the fourth se%si°ﬂ$¢agenda-.

2-.” The maln obsectlves of the seminar are to provide an: intensive : -
counse. ; ;Itdavelopmenx—eoonomioﬂ4~ﬁw~acquaint‘part10ipa$ing»studants )
With the smmilaritles and, dlver31tles in problems facing African
oountrles in thelr quest for economlc development and to afford, an-
qpportunlty“io African- students from different- oountrlss»tohlook-at

thelr problems together.-

3« The féoulty consisted of one profossor from the U.4.R. (Direotor),
one professor from a.Frenohhspeaklng»unxver81ty 1n.Afrlca, ~two Znglsd ghee.
speak;ng professors, one of ﬁhom was, oontrlbuted by FAOC.

Ao The semlnar Was attended by thlrty students from fourteen different

Afrloan comtries, The academlo level of most students attending the
seminar was egual to that of students in most Jur0pean and American

univergities.

Se The programme of the course included five basic fields of study:
dévelopment economics, planning and'programming, monetary, financial
and international aspects of economic development, structural and .

regional problems and agricultural economicse Students were required
to attend each week 15 working hours, evenly divided between lectures

and discussions. A4part from the four yrofessors who taught courses,
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nine HCA members of the Secretariat were invited to deliver special

lectures dealing with particular rroblems of African economic development.

6. . With the seminar focussed as it was on the comparative study of
problems Ffaced by developing countries, with particular emphasis on
Africa, the students found something new and challenging in the lectures

and discussiong which is often missing in the regular university courses.

Ta In this "Decade of Development", the value of a SUMmer Course
such as this cannot be over—esiimated, and the hope was expressed thgt

this. kind of training would be a permanent feature of ECA activities.’

8. In future, it might be a help if the professors prepared their
lectures ahead of time and submitted them for translation a month
before the beginning of the course. WYhile almost four—fifths of the
students attonded five weeks of the seminar, the last week was marked

by the departure of seven studenis for a variety of reasons.

9. Both the stidents and ‘teachers felt that while the six4week périod
was appropriabe, the opening date should be advanced two weeks in order
to allow for the termination of the seminar some time vefore the

commencement of the academic year in a number of African universities.




