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1. The Meeting was held at Brazzaville (Republic of the Congo) from

18 to 23 April 1966* . ...

2. Representatives of Burundi, Cameroon, the Central African Republic?

the Republic of the Congo,, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon?

Rwanda and Chad were present* The following countries sent observers^

Federal Republics of Germany, Belgium. United States of America? France*

2hdia3 Israel^ Netherlands* Poland, Sweden? Czechoslovakia and the USSR/.

The following specialized agencies were represented? the ILO, FAO,

IMESCOj ICAO and WHO, Tho United Nations Development Programme, UUICEF,

the European Economic Community and the Banque centrale-de I'Afrique

equatoriale et du Cameroun also sent observers * The Organization of

African Unity was represented by the Assistant Secretary-General and

UDEAC by its Secretary-General„ (The.complete list of participants is

given in annex i).

3» 3n fc.is.opening address^ HOBU Mr* M0A8 Massamba™Debats President of

the Republic of .the Congo? after expressing his regret at the absence

of Me. .Tom MTBoya, the officiating Chairman of ECA5 and drawing atten

tion to the-.international repercussions of the Brazzaville Meeting,

referred to the. objectives pursued by ECA and with it the United Nations

in Africa 'and recalled the need for the Central African States to

collaborate. As soon as Chad., the Central African Republic5 Gabon and

the Republic .of the Congo had gained control of their own affairs, they

had initiated and continued fraternal and fruitful collaboration within

ECU and since the beginning of the present year with Cameroon within

UDEAC^ the Democratic Republic of the Congo was just as remarkable a

bloc vis-a-vis UDEAC However,, in the present process of economic

development neither of the two blocs could genuinely ensure any kind

of suitable progress in isolation and ignorance-of the other. Deploring

the absence of Angola^ Cab in da and Equatorial Guinea., the President of

the Republic concluded his address by calling not only for the rational
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exploitation of the natural resources of the countries in the sub-region

but also for the co-ordination and development of the three key sectors

of the economy: energy, agriculture and industry, so as to ensure such '

exploitation. (The complete text of the address by the President of

the Republic of the Congo is reproduced as annex II), ■

4. -Mr. R.K.'A. Gardiner, Executive Secretary of ECA?thanked the'

Government .and people of the Republic of the Congo for their generous

hospitality as well as for the excellent organisation that had made .it

possible to hold the Meeting under optimum conditions. After recalling

that at a recent meeting the President of the Economic and Social Council

of.the Republic of the Congo, speaking about the present Conference,

had remarked that such meetings made it possible to assess the desire

for co-operation and to lay foundations for the future and that it was

for the Conference to prove it, he pointed out that the successes achieved

at Brazzaville towards fruitful co-operation between the participating

States was an encouragement and a happy omen for the future. He also

stressed how fortunate it was for the Meeting that I3DEAC existed. He

suggested that the Meeting might take the form of a genuine working

party in order to consider problems more thoroughly and find adequate

solutions. In conclusion he hoped that its work would be orowned with

complete success for the sake of all Africa and asked Mr, Sylla,

Secretary to the Commission, to read the message from Mr, Tom M'£oya3

the Minister for Economic Planning and Development of the Republic of

Kenya and officiating Chairman of ECA? who had been prevented from .

participating in the Conference, (The complete text of Mr. Gardiner's

speech is reproduced as. annex III).

5. Mr. M'Boya's message recalled the emphasis placed by the Commission '

at its seventh session on the need to intensify economic co-operation,at

the sub-regional level. Central Africa had paved the way by establishing

ECU in 1961 and by concluding the UDEAC Treaty,, grouping together five

of the six countries in the sub-region. The Maghreb countries had also
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given Africa an example "by establishing a standing ministerial committee

to direct the activities of a number of technical "bodies. The countries

of East Africa were planning to negotiate a treaty.to establish permanent

organs of economic co-operation. A pattern was therefore emerging in

which each sub-region would have its own standing.organs. The whole-

system was complemented and completed by ECA's annual sub-regional

meetings.reporting to the Commission itself. The main body of the

report submitted to the Meeting for discussion set forth the prospects

for co-ordinated development in the three key sectors of the economys

energy, agriculture and industry. The Commission placed great emphasis

on the need for the grouping of countries, economies of scale and

specialization in the field of industry. While industry was the key to

genuine development; it was not an alternative to agriculture, so that

relationships must be established between the. two major - sectors of the

economy. The last part of the report discussed the scope for harmoniza- ■ '

tion in the £ey sectors. It suggested that, as the .African countries

were collaborating to set up new industries, it would no doubt be possible

to establish joint, co-ordinated development programmes, which, while

increasing the rate of growth? would allow each of the countries to

benefit by the co-operation achieved. It was necessary to move forward,

particularly in the industrial field, by arranging for studies on the

feasibility of economic and technical projects and by seeking new sources

of finance. The ECA secretariat would work ever more closely with the

Governments.of th© sub-region to solve specific development problems.

(The complete text of Mr, M'Boya's message is reproduced as annex IV)*

6. Mr. Pognon, .Assistant Secretary-General of GAD", expressed his

pleasure at representing the General secretariat at the first ECA

Meeting on Economic Co-operation in Central Africa. Recalling that

the OAU-Charter imposed on the Heads of State and member governments

the duty of pooling the natural resources and 'energies of the continent

to accelerate the development of African peoples in all spheres, he

pointed out that the surest way of achieving this aim was to harmonize
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and co-ordinate the economic and social policies of the African

countries. However, such co-ordination of African economic and social .

policy itself implied another compelling" demand without which the rest

would remain a dead letter ~ the need for all African governments to

combine their efforts so as to avoid the risk of competition and useless

wastage, the only victim of which would again be Africa. The beneficial

effect of combining the efforts of £CA and OAU would in fact facilitate

the economic integration of the African continent and so to put an end

to its Balkanization, which was the direct result of colonization and

imperialism, l^he success of the Meeting would be measured by the "

substantial improvements that its resolution would ±a the short run

introduce into the economic lives of each of the participating States

by defining the basic elements of the incessant 'individual and collective

effort towards sub-regional and continental economic integration, which

alone could save the new Africa- (The complete tost of Kp, Pognon's

address.is reproduced as annex V)« ■

?•■ The Secretary-General of TIDEAC, Mr. Qnana, also expressed his

organization's thanks to the President of the Republic of the Congo and

reaffirmed UDEAC's determination to collaborate closely with the

Governments of the countries in the sub-region* . ■ .

8. . .Mr,.A. Matsiica (Republic of the Congo), was elected Chairman.' Me. "

J. Kititwa. (Democratic Republic of the Congo) Vice-chairman, and

Mr. B. KanyaruGuru (Burundi) Rapporteur„ It was decided that they should

constitute the drafting oon^iitteeo . ■

9. After discussion, the provisional agenda (jT/C^14/ECOP/i) was

adopted with the addition of the words "and trade" in item'5 at the

request of the delegation from the Democratic Republic, of the Congo "" ■ ■

(see annex VI). It was agreed that the discussions be held in plenum,

it being understood that special sub-committees might be set up as the

need arose* . .
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Transport

/Agenda item 4(aj7

10. This agenda item was introduced by Mr. Lagouge, Head of the Belgian

mission on surface transport. In his statement, he particularly stressed

a restricted number of problems whose study and short-term solution were

reoommen&ed.

The following questions were dealt withs

(a) The opening up of the Lake Chad area, particularly Fort-Lamy
and its hinterland^

An improved road link between Fort-Lamy and Maiduguri in

Nigeria? with the construction of a road bridge over the

River Logone at Fort-Foureau| ■ ■

Alternatively, a rail link between Fort-Lamy and Maiduguri,

with the construction of a road rail bridge over the'Charts

Study of the use of hovercraft for transport in areas

susceptible to flooding^.

^ (b) The establishment of a multinational shipping line among the
six countries of the sub-region 5

(o) The construction of a rail or a road rail bridge, between
Brazzaville and Leopoldville off the lie du Telephones

(d) The opening of the electricity supply connexion between

Brazzaville and.Leopoldville until the latter -should be

supplied by energy from Inga g

(e) Study and construction of "the rail link between Leopoldville
and Port Francqui$

(t) Study and construction of permanent works at the outflow point
of Lake Tanganyika (River Lukuga) and of works in the river

itself so as to limit fluctuations in the level of the lake to

an extent compatible with lake transport and the economies of

the riparian areas5
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(g) The construction of a road link for heavy .traffic "between

Kigali and the Uganda road network at Kabale.

11. It was pointed out that the chapter on transport in the report of

the 3.CA mission was purely descriptive seeing that examination of these

problems was entrusted to the Belgian mission.

12. On the other hand it should "be noted that neither the Belgian nor

the EGA mission was called on under its terms of reference to cover

domestic transport problems. Nevertheless, several delegates pointed

out the particular value that their respective countries attached to

domestic transport problems and asked if 3CA could help them to find a

solution•

130 A certain number of delegations emphasized the importance that they

■attached to links that had not been formally mentioned in the report.

These remarks were taken into account when the secretariat drew up the

final list of recommended links. It should be noted that the list did

not include existing links or links for which work was in hand and no

further action was necessary,

14- At the end of such exchanges of views? the officers prepared a list

of the intra-subregional links which the Meeting recommended should be

constructed as a top priority. The list, is reproduced as-annex VII.

15. The Executive Secretary was called on to take all necessary action

to help the countries concerned in their search for suitable technical

and financial facilities so as to allow them to prepare the detailed

projects and then to carry out the actual construction of the recommended

links-
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■ ■ . " - ■ "" /Agenda item 4(bJ/ '

16. In introducing .chapter ,V.,of...the report on energy, the secretariat

representative drew;--the attention of the participants to five points of

sub-regional■dmportance in the field of electric energy. He mentioned

the Ihga project, on'wlaich pre™investment studies had already been

carried out" and the first stage of which could "be tackled as soon as

markets were assure&c The Government of the Democratic Republic of the

Congo had made large-scale industrial studies and had also applied to

the United Nations Special Fund, for studies on the iron and steel'

industry. . The Government of the Republic of the Congo had already- '. •-:

ear-marked fr CFA 333OO million for the implementation of the Kouilou- ■■

project. Before it. was completed, industries consuming electrical

energy would have to "be established*, eog* the aluminium and ferro-alloys

industries? producing for the world market* EGA had undertaken.a

regional study and a pan-African conference might later "be considered,

The secretariat r.eprecentative:"thGn recalled the connexion between

Brazzaville and Leopoldville by which the latter could be supplied with

energy5 pending the development of the Inga power station* Chad and

Cameroon had .applied, to the United nations. Special Fund for the develop

ment of the Gauthiot falls* FinallyP the attention of the participants

was drawn to the special difficulties of Chad and of the Central African

Republic in obtaining cheap energy. A request might be mado to the

United Kations Special Pund for a study on the possibility of using

these countries' energy resources more completely«

17. The projected establishment of the first oil-refinery for the

UDEAC countries at Port-rG.entil was mentioned", as well as the construc

tion of the Moanda .refinery, which-, was under way in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo. It was suggested that for the sake of economic-

co-operation at Central iirican level,, a second refinery should be set

up in the UDEAC territory,, The natural gas resources of several

countries in the -sub-region were mentioned both as sources of energy and



as raw materials for the chemical industry. Here again it would no

doubt be valuable to submit a request for detailed study to the United
Nations Special Fund.

18. During the discussion some delegates drew attention to the-requests

that their countries had already submitted to the Special Fund- Others

considered that too much importance was attached to studies-made by ■

agencies in the United Nations family without■any practical action -

being taken. The participants noted that there was no longer any ■ "■

question of choosing between the Inga and Kouilou projects, but that

they were considered .as being complementary and both justified. ' -

19. The attention of.the delegates was drawn to the Greinerville

coal-fields (Democratic Republic of the Congo).

20. It was mentioned that the Kinlao refinery (Moanda) was already

under construction and that the first deliveries of oil would be. made
in March 1967.

21. It was pointed out. that a nuclear research.centre existed at '

LSopoldville and was at the disposal of. the entire sub-region. The "

participants welcomed the particular projects mentioned by the

secretariat in the field of. energy and natural gas, and the Executive ■ '

Secretary was requested to give every possible assistance to the

countries concerned, either by having detailed studies made or by

finding sources of finance for the implementation of such projects. • •

^/Agenda item 4(cJ/

22, The various chapters of the report dealing with agriculture were

introduced by a representative of the secretarial He drew attention

to the:various obstacles in the way of agricultural specialization in

the sub-region and then submitted a draft scheme. He attempted to show

the possibilities of developing specialisation for cotton, wheat, rice,
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fisheries and meat. He then dealt with the problem of agricultural

research in the sub-region and the co-ordination of activities in this

field. He stressed the complementarity of industrial and agricultural

developments which he dealt with in details

- 23. During the discussion, it was pointed out that UtfEAC was being

reorganized and that other countries in the sub-region had set up national

research institutes that were also intended for training agricultural

experts but were not mentioned in the report. It was agreed that, while

a single research and training institute was not the best solution, it

was important to co-ordinate the activities of existing establishments,

and the Executive Secretary.was requested to help the countries concerned,

in co-operation with FAO, to work out a detailed plan and if necessary

convene a conference on the subject.

24. Most of the countries dxew attention to the difficulties and

limitations-of agricultural specialization. It was pointed out that

the single crop .system was undesirable and that some degree of' diver

sification- was essential in agricultural development so as to avoid

dependence on the fluctuations of world prices.

25- It was recognized that an attempt at specialization would have to

be made in the production of rice, wheat, and cotton, imports of which

were steadily on.the increase, entailing considerable foreign exchange

expenditure There might also be specialization in fisheries, but

■additional studies would be necessary.

26, The participants agreed that specialization should not prevent
■the countries from diversifying their agriculture for their cwn

consumption, but that it was a means of encouraging the output of

certain products intended not- only for national markets but also for

the markets of neighbouring countries. . . . ' - '

27- A special working party was set up to prepare provisional'indicators

as well as a specialization scheme for the sub-region. The Conference
adopted the following indicatorss
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Rice

Wheat .■

Fruit and vegetables

Palo oil

Sugar

Meat and milk

. Fish

Cotton

Rubber

■Plant fibre

Forest products

Gum arabic

Tea ,

Tobacco

Pyrethrum

Cameroon, Republic of the Congo,. Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Chad, Rwanda-

■ Chads Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the
Congo? Burundij. Rwanda,

Cameroon, Republic of the Congo9 Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Rwanda,

Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Republic of the Congo *

Republic of the Congo, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Cameroon * . .

Chad, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Rwandas Burundi.

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cameroon,
Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Chad.

Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Central
African Republic.

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cameroon,
Central African Republic, • ..

Gabon, Central African Republic, Republic

of the Congo, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Cameroon*

Chad,

Burundi, Cameroon, Democratic Republic-of
the Congo^ Rwanda.

Central African Republic, Republic of the
Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Rwanda, Democratic Republic of the Congo.

28.- The Executive Secretary was requested to prepare, in consultation

and co-operation with FAQ,, a scheme for agricultural specialisation ixi

the sub-region as well as an assessment of resources, dealing notably

with the comparative structure of costs and prices and a study of

future markets, including those of neighbouring countries-. Such studies

should be submitted to the governments of the sub-region, which would

use them as instruments'of negotiation for the preparation of a ,

specialization scheme.
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Industry

item 4(dJ7

29. Chapter "VII of the report was introduced by the secretariat. It

was agreed that,- since Chapter VIII contained the recommendations and

suggestions on the harmonization of industrial development, it should be

discussed under the following agenda item. Some errors and omissions

were pointed out by several delegations and the secretariat was invited

to make the necessary corrections in the final version of the report,

30. $he secretariat pointed out that the projections were only partly

founded on the national development plans, since only provisional plans

■ existed when the report was drawn up. The final plans would shortly be

published in most countries and changes would probably have to be made

as a result in the forecasts on the growth rates for the various

sectors of the economy.

31. It was pointed out to the participants that the report was only a

preliminary study and that in most cases it was desirable not to take

■final decisions before thorough feasibility studies had been carried

out. The scheme suggested by the EGA mission therefore had to be

regarded as a basis for feasibility studies and later'negotiations ,

between governments.

32. Certain countries that were less favourably off with regard to

natural resources, notably energy and transport lijiks, considered that

their possibilities for industrial development had not been given

sufficient attention in the suggested scheme. . :

33. It was also pointed out that there were immediate possibilities for

trade in certain industrial products until new products oould be

introduced in some countries, and it was agreed that the question should

be studied in detail under the following agenda item.
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The framework for tiie promotion of industrial development

/Agenda item 4(a) (ixJ7

34. The secretariat introduced chapter VII (i) of the report.. It was

pointed out, after a few general remarks on the strategy, of industrial

developments that emphasis had been placed on the need for. project,

preparation and to train Africans .for this purpose§ on industrial

training and the scope for collaboration between countries in the

sub-region^ on the necessity for studies on manpower needs connected

with the preparation of development plans,, Finally3 suggestions were

made regarding co-ordinated action .in the field of industrial research

at sub-regional level9 which might be taken with the assistance of

: the United Nations Special Fund*, In this respect attention was drawn

to the experience of the Maghreb countries and East Africa,

35• The participants' attention was drawn to the installations and

■experience of the Centre de recherche industrielle en Afrique centrale

(CRIAC) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and detailed informa

tion on its activities was provided by the Director» It was pointed

out that the Centre could play a considerable part in industrial research

and development on behali of all Central African countries- Other

delegations reported on research facilities that existed or might be

developed in their countries? notably, the universitiesa Most of the

delegations stressed the need to have first and foremost national bodies

under the control of the State and capable of establishing their own

research programmes- It was also agreed that closer collaboration

among the universities^ and between them the national research centres

could only be beneficial.. In this connexion it was suggested that,a

meeting of the directors of research centres might be held, ■

36. It was agreed that.while the main emphasis had to be placed on the

development of national centres, the scope for co-operation and division

of labour ought.to be examined more thoroughly and that in this connexion

the services offered by CRIAC ought to be used as completely as possible.
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Future -prospects and decisions on further action

■■■■■■■'■■■ to- "be taken . ■ ■ ■

^Agenda item 4(eJ7

37. The secretariat introduced chapter VIII of the report on future

prospects and decisions on further action to be taken, as questions,

concerning arrangements for permanent sub-regional- co-operation and

tode were to be discussed under another agenda item. Two..main pofcits

were brought ups the proposed scheme of industrial harmonization and

concrete suggestions regarding action to be taken. In Rawing atten-

tion.,to the industrial ■ development scheme envisaged (pp. 424-448 of the

report),,the,secretariat ported out that a distinction should be drawn
between.three types, of studio preliminary studies/feasibility studies,

and engineering studies. 'The EGA report was in the first'category and

the proPosalsi^at.it .contained could not lead tc immediate decisions^

there weSe only, a basis :for more thorough studies and later negotiations.

Specific .proposal^^ere..submitted, in certain, cases -as" a- basis-for

discussion and, at /fcim^ alternative, solutions had been indicated. In

any case, it should not be forgotten that feasibility studies would

often be essential before final decisions could be considered./,

38. Sfce .attention of. the:, delegations -was" then drawn'to the: detailed

proposals on ; action to.be taken, some of. which .had- air eady been adopted

by the Meeting during the previous discussion. The. recommendations
might be summed up as follows!

^\ .--Metalled survey of manpower and training needs might be
.carried out jointly.by, ECA? the ILO and TBTESCOf ■■■■ ■ '

(b) .Harmonization "of the work already being done by the United
Nations-Special Fund and FAO to prepare an inventory of

. forest resources and to' develop industries and training in

-.v.>,v.thij3v.field according- to principles adopted in East Africa

for the establishment of a single body to cover the entire

sub-region^
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(o) A detailed survey of the mineral resources of Chad and the

Central African Republic with the assistance of the Special

Fund and governments or organizations providing bilateral

assistance^ " ■ ■ ■ . -

(d) Implementation of the transport plan adopted by the Conference

(see. annex VII for details of the time-table and the necessary

investment) 3 ;

(e) Construction of the first stage of the Inga project| indus- . ■

trial studies were expected to take two years and were being,

carried out by the Government of the Democratic. Republic of

the Congo and the Special Fund, but they could be speeded up

through additional bilateral assistance §

(t) Construction of the Kouilou barrage and the possibility of

setting up industries producing aluminium and ferro-alloysg ■ :

that possibility should be introduced into the regional study ■

on aluminium being made by ECA3 which might be followed by a -:

pan-African conference5

(g) Detailed studies on the exploitation of the energy resources

of Chad and the Central African Republic with the assistance '

of the Special. Fund and governments or organizations providing

bilateral aid. 5 ■

(it) Implementation of the specialisation scheme adopted for

agriculture (to whioh might be added some food manufacturing

industries) "through detailed studies made by EGA and FAO,

which would take about a year and in which, committee of

experts appointed by the governments of the sub-region

might participate5 the committee might also be instructed

to implement the scheme and co-ordinate agricultural research

activities witkiii the sub-region 3
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• (i) Additional study of the advantages of co-ordinating industrial

\ development in the sub-region", notably of the linkage effects?

■\ to be made by ECA in association with the Secretary-General

1 of UDEACf

(j) A comparative study of the possibilities of establishing a

co-ordinated plan for the production of paper and paper pulp

in the' sub-region, to be carried out by FAO5

(k) Development of the study now being made by the Government of

the Democratic Republic of the Congo 3, in association with the

Special Fund, on the market for iron and steel products and

sources of iron oreg the possibility of producing iron and

steel in other countries of the sub-region, notably the

■Republic of the Congo., Gabon and the Central African Hepublic|

working out co-ordinated long term proposals5

(l) A more thorough study of proposals for the establishment of

metal manufactures industries? notably mechanical and

electrical engineering and transport equipment§

(m) A detailed assessment of natural gas resources in the sub-

■ region, perhaps with the help of the Special' Fund, with a

view to the production of nitrogen fertilizer|

(n) A study on the scope for the manufacture of Pharmaceuticals

in the sub—region, in association with WHO3

(o) A. study on the possibility of making semi—finished goods for

the manufacture of paints, varnishesr perfumes and' cosmetics,

perhaps with the participation of a team of experts already

. working for ECA in West Africa 3

(p) A study on the possibility of producing articles in plasticsf

(q.) A study on prospects for the production of rubber goods?

(r) A study on the scope for the manufacture of glass, particularly

window glass 5
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(s) A study on the possibility of cutting down imports of packing

material by manufacturing various types of packages in the

sub-region^

(t) The development of industrial research institutions with the

help of the United Nations. Development Programme and a study

of the possibilities of co-ordinating national research

activities at sub-regional level, with the help of the United

Fations Special Funds a detailed study might be carried out

on this question by the EGA expert who had already laid the

foundations for a similar organization in East Africa5

(u) A study by ECA on the financing of the development programme

envisaged and examination of the possibility of establishing

a consortium similar to those set up in India,, Pakistan and

Nigeria with a view to obtaining foreign loans5

(v) A detailed study of possible payment arrangements between the

CFA franc and the other francs of the sub-region.

39. During the discussion the delegations again drew the secretariat's

attention to the need to make.factual corrections to the report before

distribution of the final version so that the document might constitute

solid foundation for work and discussion and give a complete and

faithful picture of the situation,, prospects and problems in the sub-

region for the information of other countries and international

organizations that might wish to participate in the economic development

of Central Africa. The secretariat welcomed the offer by delegations

that had not.so far done.so to send in detailed necessary corrections

and assured the participants that due account would be tal-sn thereof

in the final version of the report,

40. Attention was drawn to the fact that certaia passages in the

report seemed to indicate that the monetary basis of the CFA franc was

weakj and it was remarked that ECA had several times advanced suoh a
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suggestion. The secretariat, pointed out that this was "by no means

intended and that the. document referred to in the discussion had been

■withdrawn from circulation.

41- After a discussion in which all delegations took part and during

which, they affirmed that it was the policy of their governments to

encourage ever closer economic co-operation and "brisker trade/ it was

recognised that, since all the countries of the sub-region were

independent States., themselves determining their own policies but

nevertheless desirous of intensifying economic co-operation? it was

essential to devote further studies and perhaps further meetings to

the problems studied. Furthermore, it was agreed that the conclusions

formulated by the secretariat offered useful data for the continuation

of the work*

Examination of arrangements for permanent economic

co-operation and trade in the Central African sub-region

(Agenda item (5))

42. The subject was introduced ~by a representative of the secretariat,

who drew attention to the decision taken in this field by ECA and to the

■way in which the problem had been regarded or tackled in other sub-

regions- He drew a distinction between economic co-operation and

economic integration,, which could only be achieved in stages. In this

connexions k© recalled a suggestion put forward in the report concerning

the entry of the Democratic Republic of the Congo into UDEAC and the

establishment of a permanent body to encourage trade between the

Democratic Republic of the Congo and UDEAC^ this body might also

promote systematic exchange of information on development projects

and formulate agreements on the harmonization of industrial development

f in a limited number of sectors1, notably, the key industries.

43- . The delegates from Burundi and Rwanda pointed out in' this connexion

that they intended to participate in discussions and co-operate closely

with both the Central African and the East African sub-region.
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44- During the discussion, the delegate from the Democratic Republic

of the Congo, after pointing out that his country had.always followed

an open-door trade policy, expressed the desire that consideration be

given to introducing a measure of flexibility into the UDEAC Treaty for

the lowering of Customs tariffs, so as to promote collaboration with

the UDEAC countries in a spirit of sub-regional co-operation calculated

to intensify trade. The members of UDEAC pointed out that the Treaty

was open to all independent African countries and a fortiori to

countries in the sub-region. On the other hand, as the question raised

struck at the UDM.C treaty itself, the member countries recommended

their partners who were not members of UDEAC to abide by the procedure

laid down in the Treaty.

45- Some delegations mentioned the method of proceeding by stages

advocated by the BCA mission and expressed the hope that the.possibility

of such arrangements .would be.carefully studied,

46. The-secretariat suggested that a standing ministerial council similar

to that which it had been decided to set up in East Africa should be

established to intensify, economic co-operation throughout the sub-regionj

it would have under its authority three committees of experts, one of

which would be responsible for harmonizing development plans, particularly

in industry and energy, one for transport and trade and the third for

agriculture and natural resources- The ECA sub-regional office might

provide secretariat services for the b.ody. Such a method would have

the advantage that it would in no way. .affect the arrangements already

made by UDEAC. The. suggestion was commended by the OAU representative,

who reminded the delegates that his Organization was at the disposal of

their governments to help them to perfect such arrangements, particularly

when political factors intervened in the negotiations.

47- At the conclusion of its discussions, the Meeting recommended the

Heads of State and Government to set up an inter-ministerial committee

to study problems related to economic co-operation between the States

of the sub-region and to propose appropriate action.
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ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLETCY ME. MA3SAMBA-DEBAT
PRiiTicx? of tid: ssfsbllc of ?ez ccb^o

While I regret that I cannot today fraternally welcome the officiating
Chairman of the Economic Commission for Africa, Kr. lorn .M'Boya, who is

detained by business in his country, I am very glad to greet on my own behalf

and m the name of the Congolese people and Government all the delegations
present and to welcome them to the Congo.

My country, in particular, Brazzaville, its capital, has once again

the honour to act as host to an international, conference, which, it must

be racognized, oalle for world notice not only because of the importance

of the questions it mil have to discuss but also because of the historical

■ implications of the decisions to unite and co-operate, taken for the first

time by the States of Central Africa, I might even say "Latin Africa",

the expression dear to that great African, Barthelemy Boganda.

The creation of the Central African sub-region by the ECA is doubtless

an answer to the desire of its members for union; above all it reaffirms

the unshakable determination of the United Hatione to accelerate the

economic development of our backward countries by bringing about regroup

ings and promoting and encouraging international co-operation.

Admittedly, Chad, the Central African Republic, Gabon and the Eepublic

of the Congo, as soon as they gained control over their own affairs, set up

and hav* for seven years been continuing fraternal and fruitful collab

oration within ECU and since the beginning of this year with Cameroon,

in JBHAC. Admittedly, the Democratic .Republic of the Congo by itself is

just as remarkable a bloc vis-a-vis TOEAC. However, in the present extreme

ly complex process of the economic development of our States, it a.-eme

to me that neither of the two blocs can genuinely achieve any kind of suit
able progress, in insolation and ignorance of the other.

The presence at this important meeting of delegations from Burundi

and Rwanda, which seem to be predestined for union with the States of East
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Africa, is .of comfort to us and consoles for the cruel absence of Angola,

Cabinda.and Equatorial Guinoa, which are still unjustly held in slavery

by a shameless and most abject form of colonialism.

The economic problems arising in Central Africa are certainly the

same as those facing the other parts of the continent. I believe, how

ever, that in our sub-region, visited quite recently by two EGA missions,

the importance of. which I wish to stress, the main concern is not a search

for natural wealth, which is bore in abundance, but rather its rational

exploitation, which would allow tho peoples, o:'" the sub-region- to raise

their level of living and improve their social condition. That presup

poses the co-ordination and development of three key sectors| energy,

agriculture and industry, to which should be added the sector of communi

cations.

It soems to me that there is so much at stake that you will certainly

devote to your work a care and earnestness worthy of your mission. I wish

you outstanding sucess.

I declare the first session of the Sub-Regional Meeting on Central

Africa open.
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ADDRESS BY MR. R.K.A. GAI^iOTO, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ...

OF THE ECQETOMIC COMMISSION FOR AMIICA

: It.was not intended that I should address you at this stage of our

work* Me. Tom M!Boya? Minister for Eoonomic Planning and Development

of the Republic of Kenya, as officiating Chairman of the Economic

Commission1 for "Africa1, was to have replied to your speech and addressed.

the Meeting/ Unfortunately, owing to the present political situation

in his country; Mr. M'Boya has not been able to be with us this after

noon, and has asked me to express to you all his profound regrets and

his:sincere wishes for the success-of your work.

However, I am happy that I can take this opportunity of thanking

the people and Government of the Republic of the Congo' and the hospitality

they have kindly extended this Conference as well as the excellent

physical arrangements which have made it possible to hold this meeting

under ideal conditions.

The Chairman of your country's Economic Council made the following

remarks about the present Conference at a recent meetings

"This, the first meeting of its type for the six participating

States will make it possible to assess their determination to

co-operate despite their conflicting interests and will lay the

foundation for the future* The Council suggests also that this

meeting is a further affirmation of the fact that Brazzaville is

the site of great historic decisions and that it is up to us to
prove it."

What better encouragement could we have and what more favourable

omen could there be than this wish and this success achieved in this

charming and hospitable city in everything that has been done here to

promote fruitful co-operation between the participating States? To

mention only one example, beoause it is the most recent3 can we

adequately acknowledge how fortunate for us is the existence of UDEAC?

I take this opportunity to greet its Secretary-General who is here

today,, Ir. Guana.
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In view of the head start this sub-region already has in the field

of economic co-operation, I should'like to suggest that this Conference

should rather take the form of a genuine working party. That, I believe,

would give us better insight into the problems and enable us to arrive

at practical and objective conclusions that could therefore be more

easily implemented. That is why I should like to confine myself to

these few words of introduction^ I propose, with my collaborators, to

intervene when necessary on points that require amplification as a

basis for your decisions0

However, before I ask my colleagues Mr. Sylla, to read the message

that Mr. Tom M'Boya intended to deliver to you in person, I should like

to associate myself with the previous speaker in wishing you complete

success in your'work for the benefit of your respective countries and

the whole of Africa„

Thank you..
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ADDRESS BT-HR. TOM M^BOTA, ' CHAIRMAN OP THE SEVENTH

SESSION OP THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

It is an honour and a pleasure for me todays in my capacity of

Chairman.of the seventh se.ss.ion. of the Economic Commission for Africa,

to adpre'.:S the first EC. sub-re.gional meeting on economic co-operation

in Central Africa. My first duty and a most agreeable one, is to. thank

.His Excellency the Distinguished President of the Republic of Congo for

his encouraging opening address. I know that I speak for all of us here

in expressing to him and through him to the Government ?.nd. the people

of the Republic of Congo, our warmest thanks.

All of you will-recall' the emphasis placed by the seventh session

on the need t.o intensify economic co-operation in Africa,, particularly

by mean.s .of a sub-regional approach and the decision at that session to

conveno each year meetings of the four sub-regions.

The Central African sub-region has been paving the way for some time

first through the UBE which has been functioning actively since 1961 and

subsequently by the Treaty of UD-;AC drawn up in 1964, which came into

force at .the beginning-of -this year and which groups together five of

the six countries. One of.the problems you will be considering during -

this, meeting is ways and means of associating more fully, perhaps on a

step-by-step basis, the sixth member of the sub-rogion - the Democratic

Republic of Congo., I know we all hope it will not be long before there

ar.a two further members in Angola and.Equatorial Guinea,

.Four countries in another 'sub-region, North Africa - thosa belonging

to the llaghreb - have also given Africa an example, having already

established a standing ministerial committee-directing and co-ordinating

the activities of a-number of standing technical bodies as described in'

document E/CF.14/CA/eC0P/2. The countries of East Africa held their

first sub-regional meeting towards the end of last year in Lusaka. This

you will see from.other.documents before you - e/gN.14/1IT/eC0F/8 and

Addnl, E/CM. 14/AS/6/5. and. E/CSr. 14/3*6, This. Mootin g wap a real stop
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forward, resulting as it did in an agreement to negotiate a treaty

establishing permanent organs of economic co-operation in East Africa.

¥e expect to meet shortly to discuss the draft treaty. The meeting

which is now opening is tho first of its kind to he held in 1966 and

apart from the next meeting of the East African countries, to which I

have already referred, meetings covering the whole.of North Africa .and

the whole of West Africa, are scheduled to take place later dn the year.

It will he seen that a pattern is emerging in which each sub-region

will have its own standing organs at both the ministerial and technical

level and its own secretariat. In the case of the Maghreb and East Africa,

arrangements have been made or are in train for agreements with the 3CA

secretariat to act in a technical and advisory capacity. I believe

that, you will wish to consider similar arrangements in Central Africa

and that the West African countries will later wish to do the same.

The whole system is complemented and completed by ECA's annual sub-

rogional meetings reporting, in turn9 to the Commission itself.

Apart from the background documents to which X-have already referred,

the Provisional Agenda in front of you is based on the Report of the

ECA Mission on Economic Co-operation in Central Africa (E/CM.I4/L.320).

This mission visited Central Africa in the Spring of 1965 at the request

of the Governments of the sub-region. It was composed partly of members

of the EGA secretariat' and partly specialists made available, within the

framework of their Aid programmes, ^y the Governments of Belgium, France

and the United States. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking

these Governments for their valuable contributions. You will recall

that a provisional version of the Report was circulated to the Govern

ments of the sub-rogion last July for their, comments. The version in

front of you has been thoroughly revised in the.light of comments received

and a subsequent visit by the Head of the Mission in January of this

year.

With your permission, members of the ECA secretariat will be

introducing the principal-chapters and sections of the report under
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the appropriate items of the. Agenda and I need not therefore go into

detail here. The Report.-is-in three parts. The first is essentially

background, covering the economic setting in the sub-region including

education, natural resources and transport. I do not believe this

part will call for much discussion, except .that .we have provided in

the provisional agenda for some discussion on.transport. This, if you

_ agree, will be initiated by Mr. Lagouge, the Head of the Belgian Mission

on possibilities of new transport links in Central Africa, including

links with immediate neighbours outside the sub-region. This mission

is one of a series being carried out at the request of the Commission.

The Report on Central Africa is not expected to bo ready until towards

the end.of the year, but it may,' nevertheless, be useful for the meeting

to have some'-account of the work in progress.

Part 2 of the Report is its essence, discussing within a ten-year

perspective prospects of co-ordinated development in three key sectors

of the economy!, energy, agriculture and industry. Considerable space

has beon devoted to industry and I need not.spend much time here stressing

the role of .industry in economic development. I had occasion earlier

this year, in addressing the African Industrial Symposium ,in Cairo, to

say something about the strategy of African development and the role'

of industry therein. On that occasion, I recalled the emphasis our.

Commission places on the need for the grouping of. countries;, if serious

programmes of industrialization are to be contemplated, owing to the

small size of most African markets, the importance of economies of scale

and the need for "specialisation. These arguments apply with particular

force in Central Africa,"where five of the six countries have a popula

tion of only 10 million in'total and some have very small populations.,

indeed. Yet the natural resources of the sub-region and the steps

already taken to establish physical and human infrastructure, demonstrate

the great possibilities.,of industrialization which are open. The ECA

Report has shown.this in .some ,detail,; .culminating in- a series of tables,
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ADDRESS BY MR. GRATIESF POGNOT, ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL OF

THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

It is a great honour for me to represent to the General Secretariat

of the Organization of African Unity at this Conference "because the object

of your work has a most important placu among the aims and objectives

that the African leaders have "been pursuing since May 1963. ■ It is also

a pleasant duty for me to extend to you cordial greetings from Mr. Diallo

Telli, as well as his wishes for complete success in your deliberations,

In fact the economic co-operation you will "be discussing for the next

five days is the corner stono of ths "building; that the Heads of States

and Government, members of 0AU5 have pledged themselves to construct

together. Does not the OAU Charter impose on them ths duty of pooling

the natural and human resources of our continent so as to speed up

the development of the African peoples in the field of human activities?

To carry out this programme, as wide in scope as it is ambitious, the

Charter recommends the harmonization and co-ordination of general

policy in the economic and social field as the moans of joint action.

It had become clear that our dearly-bought political independence

might lose its intorost in the eyes of the African masses if the African"

leaders did not very quickly find in themselves, and in others,, the

determination, methods and means of making Africa into an economically

developed continents that is to say of promoting and strengthening its

economic independence.

The urgency of such action led to a scries of studies and experiments

to which ECA applied itself with the devotion and efficiency that we all

recognize in the members of its secretariat. For its part, the Economic

and Social Commission of OAU is carrying on, in close co-operation with

ECA, a series of studies to find the best methods of achieving the economic

integration of the"continent because it has become clear that this is

necessary as being the most rapid and economic, and as well as the most



E/asrt 14/351
///

Annex V

Page-2

efficient and convincing, means of freeing the African peoples from the

angusish and dangers of under-development.

This joint action, which is only a modest auxiliary of the permanent

and untiring efforts of tho African Governments, is beginning to yield

convincing results. From the experience o; the other sub-regions, a

pattern is taking shape "and becoming clear, a pattern whose details I

shall not give here as both the Congolese Head of States and the other

previous speakers have analysed their constant complexity. We must reco

gnise the special power that is giv^n to us through tho vastness and. great

diversity of our natural and human resources, just as we must appreciate

the weakness that so far has stemmed from the fragmentation of our markets

and the lack of co-ordination in our efforts as expressed in our national

development plans. We must also take not-; of the danger of losing

resources, energy anc' consequently faith in ourselves which is inherent

in the overlapping of our programmes, the competition between our ■

projects and the duplication of institutions that came about at a time

any each country made an effort to diversify its economic projects as

far as possible,as if each State were destined to be self-sufficient .

in.its own restricted sphere. And afterwards, quite naturally, the

bitter lesson of these facts will impese on us solutions that will

bring our peoples the greatest possible advantage from the complementarity

of our economies, thus in the- final analysis leading to economic co-operation

between neighbouring States. I am- convinced that the working papers

submitted here by ECA, in conformity with the general pattern to which I

just referred, are of sufficiently sounc1 conception to help the

representative of this sub-region to lay the foundations of genuine

economic integration in Central Africa.

May I, however, point out that, as OAU sees it, the co-operation that

you are seeking here will have full meaning only to the extent that it is

considered as a stage, a necessary step, a transitory phase in the march

towards the only type of integration that will .genuinely ensure

that, our continent becomes a valid partner in the uncomprising determinism

of development as well as in the hard-headed dialogue of international

trades I refer to integration at the level of the whole continent.
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Just as it is useful for a permanent consultative system to be set uv

between the States of'this sub-region, in order to avoid overlapping"

of projects and to provide a system of mutual help and concessions to the

common cause amona partners who are uneoually endowed by nature, so

it is, and will be, necessary for the studies and achievements in this

sub-region to be carried on with full knowledge of, and therefore in

lull harmony with, what i8 being done elsewhere in Jforth Africa, Bast
Africa and West .Africa.

In the long-t-rm view, it would in fact servo no purpose to free

the African countries from Balkan!zation at the level of the artificial

frontiers of our States only to enclose them in a sub-regional framework,

at a level that will very soon prove to be just as crampinE.

It would serve no purpose to substitute for the old order a new order,

namely, sub-regional Balkanization, because, being only a half

measure, it Is not calculated to give Africa its just place in the world

of today, in which every power including the liberating poorer of the
economy belongs to blocs.

Although this is not mentioned in your agenda, your deliberations

here should be imbued with the spirit and letter of continental inte

gration, which is the paramount aim of OAU. These few remarks seem to m-

to he sufficient. At this opening session, I should like to thank the

people, the Head of State and the Government of the Republic oT the

Congo for everything they have dom to make this mSetin6 a suecers and

te conclude on the note on which I began, namely, to wish you

complete success in your work. I would point out, however] now that for
the African peoples, the success of this Conference will be measured neith=3
by the sum of eloquence that is poured forth here, nor by the special
knowledge each will di8play nor eveQ hj thg numter Qf r8solutions Qp

the length of tho report adopted. The success of this Conference,

which OAU desires because the African peoples impatiently await rtli

be measured by the concrete short-term changes that your work will make

in the level of living of Africans; it will be measured by the substantial

improvements that your decisions will in the near future introduce into

the economic life of each of the States that have met here to define
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the adaptations of national policy*, the mutual concessions and arrange

ments,'in short the "basic ingredients of this incessant, individual and

collectiVG endeavour that will lead to sub-regional and 'continental econo

mic integration, which alone can save the new Africa,

4%'
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JOTEZ VI

AGMDA

1,. Opening addresses

2. Election of officers

3. Adoption of the Agenda and organization of the meeting

4. Discussion of the report oftiusECA Mission on Economic

Go-operation in Central Africa (s/CH.34/L*32O).

(a) Transport

("b) Energy

(o) Agriculture

(d) Industry

(i) The present pattern of industry and future trends

(ii) The food industries

(iii) The forest industries

(iv) Eon-metallurgical minerals

(v) Base metals

(vi) Metal manufactures

(-vli) Textiles and allied industries

(viii) Chemicals and fertilizers

(ix) The framework for the promotion'of industrial

development

(e) Future Prospects and Decisions on Future Action to be taken.

5. Examination of arrangements for permanent economic co-operation

and trade in the Gentral African Sub-Region

6. Any other.-"business

7. Adoption of the report.
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PROVISIONAL TIME-TABLE) MD ESTIKATiilD IFVBS'TWTS HECSSSART
FOB THE COHSTHUCTOT OF 3SEW TRANSPORT LUKS Iff CMTRAL AFRICA

Action

1.

2.

3.

4.

5-"

6.

Approximate investment

in million dollars

Dolisie-KTdende

Bridge Braaaa—-Leopoldville

Owendo-llekambo-Hotrhern Congo

railway

Bitarn-Bata

Libreville-Kribi

Trans-Gameroonian route

to Fort-Lamy \J

Trans-Cameroonian railway

to Fort-Archambault 1/

to Bangui l/

21, CFCO railway

completed

immediate

under study

5 years

immediate

in hand

10 years

8,

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

16.

17 ♦

18,

19.

Maiduguri-Fort-Lamy

Leopoldville-Port-Franoqui

railway

Congo—Oubangui

River Sangha

Bangui area Likouala

Bangui Fort-Lamy asphalting

Bangui-Uorth Congo-Le^o bridge

Lake Tanganyika

Bujumbura-Kigali

Kigali"Ka"bale

Gangassou-Obo-Sudan

Multinational shipping line

immediate

6 years

5 years

immediate

immediate

in hand

5 years

immdiate

5 years

immediate

5 years

immediate

indefinite

in hand

20

135

1,0

5.0

6.0

70.0

2,0

80.0

4

2-5

30

2.0

1.5

3.0

4-0

100.0

1.25

1BB8 The projects are numbered from 1 to 21 to correspond with

map on the following page.

i/.Road/ rail connexion,
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NEW TRANSPORT LINKS IN CENTRAL AFRICA

PRIORITY PROJECTS ADOPTED BY THE MEETING

NOUVELLES LIAISONS DE TRANSPORT EN

AFRIQUE DU CENTRE

PROJETS PRIORITAIRES ADOPTES PAR LA

CONFERENCE

TCHAD

\ SUDAN
NIGERIA

.■-J ETHIOPIA

AFRIC AINE

BflTA

RIO MUNI
LIBREVILLE

BUJUMBURA,^ BURUNDI

L. Tanganyik

151 TANZANIA

* W MOZAMBIQUE

ZAMBIA

^MALAWI
\ r

RHODESIA <


