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Follow up on the World Summit on the

Information Society

Summary

During the WSIS process, the African countries, through ECA support coordinated their participation

through two preparatory conferences held respectively in Bamako in 2002 and Accra in 2004. The

Geneva and Tunis documents entrusted ECA with follow up activities, especially through promotion

and coordination of African efforts in the post summit process and provision of support to member

States to implement the WSIS decisions. In this context ECA has organized several workshops,

coordinated Africa's participation in several forums and spearheaded finalization of the African

Regional Plan on the Knowledge Economy (ARAPKE), which was adopted by African ICT ministers

as Africa's roadmap for the Information Society up to 2015.

This document will concentrate on the following key activities in relation to ECA's direct

involvement and participation in selected follow up activities at the regional level, especially in

liaison with Internet Governance, funding and development of e-strategies, which were considered by

both phases of the Summit as essential for developing countries:

• Conference on Access to Information and Knowledge for Development held in Addis

Ababa

• Workshop and Meeting on Internet Governance, held respectively in Addis Ababa and

Cairo

• WSIS Follow up forums organized in Marrakech and in Tunis

• Implementation ofARAPKE

Internet Governance

Training course on Internet Governance for African Policymakers, Addis Ababa,

The lack of ICT awareness among African policy makers is one of the daunting challenges of Africa's

participation in global information society. The region needs well-aware and visionary policy makers

on ICT and development. This can be achieved by building the capacities of policy makers and other

stakeholders that are involved in the African socio-development process. Strengthening a mutually

beneficial and sustainable relationship between policy makers and other stakeholders is essential.

It was in this context that ECA, in the framework of the the United Nations Development Account,

launched a series of training courses on Internet Governance for African policy-makers, supported by



the Diplo Foundation of Malta, the Canadian e-Policy Resource Centre (CePRC) and ICANN. The

first training course was held from 2-6 July 2006 in Addis Ababa.

Objectives

The main objective was to build the capacity of African policy makers to facilitate their participation

in the debate on ICT for Development at the national, regional and international levels, including

meaningful contribution in the Internet Governance Forum.

Expected impact of the training course

41 African Anglophone Permanent Secretaries, Diplomats, Directors and Advisors from 19 countries

took part in the training course. It is expected that the capacity building exercise would enable

African policy makers to be aware of the ICT policy issues at all levels: national, sub regional,

regional and international levels.

At the end of the training, participants discussed Africa's participation in the Internet Governance

Forum and adopted key recommendations.

Developing online courses for policy makers

As the on-site workshop was limited to few policymakers from selected countries, development of

online courses would be instrumental in reaching as many policymakers as needed from all the

member States. Hence, during and after the training course, an online curriculum for capacity

building of African policy makers and other stakeholders on ICT policies and strategies, especially on

Internet Governance was put in place. The course module was added to the African e-Learning

Initiative of ECA's Information Technology Centre for Africa (ITCA) to enable African policy

makers gain access to the online manual from their respective locations

(www.epolafrica.org/elearnafrica).

Establishment of an online discussion forum

An online discussion forum for policymakers on Internet Governance was also established to

exchange views on the training activities and discuss follow up activities after the end of the course.

The address is: aisi-ig-l@dgroups.org.

African Preparatory Meeting on Internet Governance, Cairo, 18-21 September 2006

As a recommendation of the training course on Internet Governance for African policymakers held in

Addis in July 2006, the Egyptian Government and ECA convened the African Preparatory Meeting on

Internet Governance in Cairo.

Objectives

Organized under the title "Africa on the Road to Athens'", the aim of the meeting was to consolidate



views of African stakeholders before the Athens IGF. Over 100 Government officials, private sector,

academia, civil society and international organizations operating in Africa attended the meeting.

Output of the meeting

The meeting highlighted the significant importance of Capacity Building at all levels, inclusive access

to the Internet as well as security, diversity and openness of the Internet. The meeting recommended

the annual convening of an African Internet Governance Forum (AIGF). In this regard, participants

underscored the importance of concerted African efforts and coordinating African stances at all levels

to address common challenges ahead. The meeting further recommended the establishment of

national taskforces and the inclusion of Internet Governance in the national ICT strategies.

Participants adopted a Communique. More information on the Cairo meeting is available at:

http://www.tra.gov.eg

Conference on Access to Information and Knowledge for

Development, Addis Ababa, 27 - 30 March 2006

The Conference was organized by ECA, in collaboration with the IFLA Government and Official

Publications Section (GIOPS) and Committee on Free Access to Information and Freedom of

Expression (FAIFE), to fill a big gap between the recommendations stemming from the WSIS and the

current state of readiness of African information and knowledge services institutions.

Objective

The main objective was to brainstorm on issues and methodology for the development of an action

framework for implementing the recommendations of the WSIS in Africa in the spheres of access to

information and knowledge for development in Africa.

Outcome

Over 80 librarians and information specialists, including national librarians and library association

presidents, from 18 countries and 10 regional organizations took part in the conference. The outcome

included:

• an agreement on the relevant elements of an action framework for local, national and pan-

African strategies and activities;

• the creation of a model resolution for introduction of the issues at the various national political

levels; and

• the formation of an action network: and the Access to Information Network - Africa (AINA).

WSIS Follow up fora in Marrakech and Tunis



Following the last phase of the WSIS, the two following meetings were organized at the African level

to review funding of e-strategies and make recommendations.

International Forum on Information Strategies and Investment, Marrakech, 1-3 March 2006

The International Forum on Information Strategies and Investment (IFISI) held in Marrakech in

March 2006 is expected to be organized annually to contribute to finding solutions to the issue of

funding of national, local and corporate ICT projects by bringing together project proponents and

investors.

Objectives

The goal of the 2006 forum was to enable countries and organizations to present business plans of

their ICT investment projects and strategies to a varied audience of venture capitalists, private equity

funds, and other capital providers. The forum was also convened to provide networking opportunities

for interaction between organizations seeking capital and prospective investors. Moreover, it

provided a forum to showcase ICT investment projects at an exhibition area.

Outputs

The organizers had reserved adequate space and appropriate rooms in the Conference centre to cater

for negotiations between participants in order to broker cooperation arrangements between funding

institutions and requesting countries/institutions. In addition during the plenary and parallel sessions,

several success stories and best practices were presented to enable participants learn from each other's

activities and benefit from proven experiences.

IFISI was considered as a meeting point for ICT project stakeholders and investors. It facilitated

discussions between potential investors and project recipients in form of round tables and panels,

informal discussions and an exhibition for projects and technology.

Information is available at: http://www.virtualis-net.com/ifisi/

Tunis +1: ICT Investment in Africa, Hamammeth, 26 -27 October 2006

The Government of Tunisia convened in Hammamet, Tunis, a conference entitled: "ICT 4ALL,

Tunis+1: ICT investment in Africa".

Objectives

The forum aimed at contributing to the discussion on policy and strategy to channel domestic and

foreign investment in Knowledge Economy development in Africa, one year after the Tunis Summit.

Output

The forum was centred on the following main themes:



• E-strategies and ICT development in Africa

• Enabling environment for ICT Development in Africa

• Public Private Partnership

• Opportunities for investments in ICT

The forum was concluded by a Round Table on ICT Development Perspective in Africa.

The forum was opportune, since the financing of the Information Society constitutes the main

challenge of African Countries, and many governments, looking at innovative solutions, encourage

the private sector to invest in ICT sector by providing concessions and providing a level-playing field.

The African Regional Action Plan on the Knowledge Economy

(ARAPKE)

ARAPKE was requested through a recommendation of the Second African Regional Preparatory

Conference for the WSIS, held in Accra, Ghana from 2-4 February 2005. In addition, the Khartoum

Summit of the African Union also urged the continent to develop an Action Plan on the WSIS.

The Action Plan is based on the "Accra Commitments for Tunis 2005" and the vision defined by both

the African Information Society Initiative (AISI) and the New Partnership for Africa's Development

(NEPAD). The Regional Action Plan was prepared to implement the WSIS recommendations for

rolling out the information society in the continent for the next 10 years.

A Conference of African ICT Ministers was held in Cairo on 20 April 2006 to discuss follow up of

the WSIS, especially implementation of ARAPKE.

Conclusions

Africa is in full motion in implementing the WSIS decisions at the regional level, especially on

aspects dealing with Internet Governance and development / implementation of National Information

and Communication Infrastructure (NICI) Plans. In addition some countries have started mobilizing

stakeholders at the national level to establish national fora on Internet Governance, which are

expected to be linked at the regional level with the African Internet Governance Forum.

The fifth meeting of ECA's Committee on Development Information (CODI), which will be held in

May 2007 is expected to discuss and make recommendations on implementation at the national level

and be fully involved in sub-regional activities in order to monitor progress in WSIS Follow up.




