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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The seventeenth session of the Commission and eighth meeting of the

Conference of Ministers was held at Tripoli, Socialist People's Libyan

Arab Jamahiriya, from 27 to 30 April 1982. The meeting was opened on

27 April 1982 by Mr. Sarna S. g anya , outgoing Chairman of the seventh meeting

of the Conference, who invited all participants to observe a minute of silent

prayer or meditation. Opening addresses were delivered by Major IIbdelsalem Jalloud,

member of the leadership of the Great First of September Revolution of the

Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the Secretary-General of the Organization

of African Unity, the Executive Secretary of the Commission and the outgoing

Chairman. The united Nations Director for Development and International Economic

Co-operation read out a message from the Secretary-General of the Organization.

~. Mr. Hailu Yimenu, Senior Minister and Secretary-General of the Central Planningc..
Supreme Council of Ethiopia, speaking on behalf of all participants, proposed

a vote of thanks to the Leader and people of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab

Jamal>iriya. Following his election, the current Chairman also made a statement

(see section C below for summaries of those statements).

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States

members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burtmdi J Chad, the Comoros,

the Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Rissau, the Ivory Coast,

Kenya, Lesotho, the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Mauritania,

Morocco, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone,

Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Repub L'ic of Cameroon , the United Republic of

Tanzania, the Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

3. In accordance with paragraph 9 of the Commission's terms of reference,

observers were present from the following States Merroers of the United Nations

not members of the Commission: Argentina, Austria, Czechoslovakiu, Democratic

Yemen, the Federal Repuhlic of Germany, Finland, France, the German Democratic

Republic, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands,

Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republic, Yemen and Yugoslavia. An observer for the Holy See,

a State not a Member of the United Nations, was also present.
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4. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies attended the

meeting: Office of the Director-General for Development and International

Economic Co-operation, united Nations Department of Technical Co-operation for

Development, United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations, United Nations

Regional Commissions Liaison Office, united Nations Sudano-Sa~elianOffice,

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, United Nations Environment

Progranune, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, united Nations

Development Programme, United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology

for Development, World Food Council, International Labour Organisation, Food and

Agriculture Organization of the united Nations I United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization, International Civil Aviation Organization,

World Health Organization, World Bank, World Meteorological Organization and

, International Trade Centre.

5. The following inter-governmental organizations were represented in

accordance with paragraph 11 of the commission's terms of reference: Africa

Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development,

African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social Development, African

Centre for Monetary Studies, African Development Bank, African Institute for

Higher Technical Training and Research, African Regional Centre for Technology,

African Training and Research Centre in Administration for Development. Arab

Bank for the Economic Development of Africa, Association of African Trade

Promotion Organizations, Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques,

League of Arab States, Organization of African Unity, Pan-African

Telecommunications Union and Regional Institute for Population Studies.

6. One non-governmental organization, the World Federation of Trade Unions,

was represented by an observer in accordance with paragraph 14 of the

Commission's terms of reference.~/

7. The Commdttee unanimously elected the following officers:

Chairma.n:

First Vice-Chairman:

Second Vice-Chairamn:

Rapporteur:

Mr. Fauzi Ahmed Elshakshouki Socialist People'S
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Mr. soubacar Diallo Revolutionary People '"
Republic of Guinea

Mr. Henry .S. Meebelo Zambia

MJ;. Bieme Ngalisame Makela Zaire

l

For,the full list of participants, see E!ECA/CM.8!INF .••...
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B. AGENDA

8. At its two hundred and nineteenth meeting, the Conference adopted the

following agenda:

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation

3. Election of officers

4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

5. Resolutions and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its

thirty-sixth session which are of concern to the Commission

(E/ECA/CM.8/8 and Add.l)

7. World Bank Report on Accelerated Development in Sub-Saharan Africa:

An Agenda for Action: Joint comments by ECA, ADB and OAU (E/ECA/CM.8/16)

8. A review of the developing international crisis and its implications

for Africa: Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole (E/ECA/CM.S/15 and E/ECA!CM.8/31 and Corr.ll

g. Proposals for the formulation and implementation of a programme for the

Industrial Development Decade in Africa: Hepcrt and recommendations

of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (E/ECA/CM.8/2 and

E/ECA/CM.8/31 and Corr.l)

10. Implementation of the Regional Food Plan for Africa: frogress,

problems and prospects: Report and recorrmendatlons of the Technical

Preparatory, Committee of the Whole (E/BCA/CM.8/12 and E/ECA/CM.8/31

and Corr.l)

11~ Report of the seventh session of African Ministers of Trade

(E/ECA/CM.8/13)

12. Report of the sixth Conference of African Ministers of Industry

(E/EeA/CM.8/2)

13. Report of the second meeting- of the Conference of Ministers of

African Least Deyeloped Countries (E/BCII/CM.8/28)
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14. Report and recommendations of the first meeting of the

Conference of Ministers Responsible for Human Resources

Planning, Development and Utilization (E/ECAjCM.8j3)

15. Report and recommendations of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole (EjECA!CM.8j3l and Corr.l) :

(a) On selected matters:

(i) Development of human resources in Africa

(ii) Development of natural resources: Progress

report

(iii)

(Lv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Report of the Inter-goverrunental Committee of

Experts on Science and Technology Development

United Nations Transport and Commtmications Decade

in Afri.ca: Progress report and report of the

technical consultative meetings

ECA-sponsored regional and subregional institutions

Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on tihe commission

Report of the ECAjUNDP evaluation teams on the MULPOCs

Report on full regionalization of regional training

institutes for population studies in Africa

(ix) Pan-African Documentation and Information System:

Progress report

(x) Report of the second meeting of the Joint Conference

of African Planners. Statisticians and Demographers

(xi) Report of the third meeting of the Africa Regional

Co-ordinating Comm.i.t t.ee for the Jntegration of Women

in Development

(xii)

(xiii)

Report on the integrated regional training, research

and advisory programme for the conservation and

management of A,frican wildlife

Implementation of the Nairobi recommendations on a

programme of technical co-operation among African

countries
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(xv)

(xvi l

(xvii)

(xviii)

(xi.x)
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Combating desertification in Africa

Report of the Regional Inter-governmental

Meeting on Aging

united Nations Development programme 1982-1986

programming cycle

Expansion of ECA conference facilities

ECA Silver Jubilee Anniversary

Follow-up action on commission resolutions and

decisions

(b) On the united Nations TT.ust Fund for African Development:

Progress report on pledges and payments by member States

and institutionz ~ ,DToj ect implementation and expenditure I

1977-1981

16.

17.

Other matters

Date and place of the ninth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

and fourth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the

Whole

18. Consideration and adoption of the report and resolution of the

meeting

19. Closure of the meeting.

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening addresses

9. In his opening address to the meeting, Major Abdelsalem Jalloud,

member of the leadership of the Great First of september Revolution of the

Socialist People I s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, welcorred all participants to his

country. He called attention to the economic and social problems affecting

the world and their adverse consequences for Africa and indicated that the

crisis which was rarcpant in Africa was the result of the foreign stranglehold

on Africa's vast potential, to the detriment of Africans.
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10. He stressed the fact that, while Africa appeared to be politically

independent, that was not true economically, socially and culturally, since

it was influenced by the industrialized countries, which continued to

do~~nate and exploit it. Developed countries were plundering Africa's natural

resources, which served solely as a reserve of raw materials for the industrialized

countries. It was those countries which benefited from them, since it was they

who fixed the prices of raw materials by means of a monetary system that was

unfavourable to Africa. He therefore appealed to all African States to show

the joint political will and determination needed to combat the foreign mo

nopolies and install a just new world economic order. He hoped that the eighth

meeting of the Conference of Ministers would be the first step in the long

economic struggle for the true liberation of Africa.

11. He also appealed for genuine Afro-Arab co-operation before any Arab-

(~ European dialogue, since Africans and Arabs constituted ~Jle same economic,

polit ical, social and cultural grouping. That common identity called for

an effective integration of the economies of the two groups to combat vigorously

the adverse effects of the foreign stranglehold and the "muscle" dollar,

particularly since the Western countries would never surrender their grip

voluntarily.

12. He added that the World Bank report, entitled "Accelerated development

in sOO-Saharan Africa: An agenda for action", was tmacceptable because it

offered nothing that could relieve Africa of its burden of economic dependence

on foreign countries, but would in fact only bind it more closely to the

developed countries.

13. The united Nations Director-General for Development and International

Economic Co-operation read out a message from the Secretary-General of the

united Nations. In that message, the Secretary-General said that he attached

very great importance to the work of the Commission in promoting t.he development

of the continent. Current economic and social conditions in Africa were a

cause of serious concern: the task before the Conference was therefore to

review ongoing efforts to implement the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic

Development of Africa and the Lagos Plan of Action. Appropriate action was

urgently needed at the national, subregional and regional levels to implement

them.

14. Despite progress in many respects, the General Assembly had still not

succeeded in overcoming the difficulties preventing the launching of global

negotiations. The substantive problems that the negotiations were required

to address were much too urgent for them to be repeatedly postponed. He was
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deeply interested in strengthening the Commission secretariat to enable

it to continue to perform its duties as the main centre for general

economic and social development in Africa and attachect considerable

significance to the need to strengthen the ECA's Multinational Programming

and Operational Centres (MULPOCsJ, given their relevance to the deve l opmen t

of the Africa~ region.

15. In his statement, the Secretary-General of the Organization of African

unity said that the economic situation of Africa continued to- remain a

difficult one, as did that of the world as a whole. In the West, one quarter

of total industrial capacity remained unused, and unemployment in the OECD

countries had reached 20 million. In the Socialist bloc, unemployment had

begun to appear and financia'l dependence on the West had increased, as shown

by that Group's debt to the West of some SUS 74 billion in 1981. Finally,

in the developing countries, the annual rate of growth in food production was

only 3.1 per cent, so that grain imports had increased considerably. Although

those countries' share in world industrial production had increased by 7 to 10

per cent, that appeared to be the result of the transfer, by the developed

count~ies, of some of their production to the developing countries. There had

been a marked increase in the debt burden of the developing countries, and the
cost of servicing that debt had risen to the incredible amount of ~US III

billion.

16. The Cancun Conference in October 1981 had been supposed to give a fresh

start to the North-South discussions on a DeH international economi c order,

but the real impact of that Conference must remain doubtful because of the

unco-operative attitude and hostility of some of the major o conomdc Pove r-s .

In :liect, the economic WlU between the developed and developing cou-rtr i es

had become fiercer.

17. The rate of population in Africa had risen from ::.5 b e tween 196~~~-1~r;C

to 2.9 per cent between 1975-1979, thus rendering the living conditions of

the African peoples even more precarious, s i nc e African agriculture had

failed to make any progress and yields remained low. The African economy

was still dominated by foreign Powers, part i cu l ar Iy in the tertiary sector,

where banks, insurance# maritime and air transport, etc., remained in forejgn

hands, Thus none of the evils fr.om which Africa suffered - malnutriton,

hunger, disease, unemployment, and the rest - had decreased appreciably.

Indeed, certain diseases that had been eradicated had reappeared, juvenile

delinquency and crime were in"easing and the migration of the rural population

to the towns was adversely affecting food production.
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18. The CAD General Secretariat believed that the Lagos Plan of Action

was Africa's economic charter, and for that reason, had difficulty in

accepting the World Bank report, which was really an attempt to harness

African countries more firmly to the economies of foreign Powers. He could

only deplore the fundamental failings of a document that did not accept

the aim of self-sustained and self-reliant development.

19. Traditionally, the African countries had played the role of suppliers

of cheap raw materials; they refused to go on doing so, and were determined

to choose the path of industrialization. The ECA and OAD secretariats had

therefore signed an agreement on 21 February 1982 on co-operation in implementing

ehe Lagos Plan of Action; that co-operation had already assisted in the economic

unification of Africa, as shown by. the establishment of the Preferential Trade

<: Area for Eastern and Southern Africa and the mOVe to establish a Central African

Economic Community.

20. The Lagos Plan of Action called for an integrated industrial system

based on the enormous domestic market constituted by the 50 million-strong

Afriaan papulation, which could not be achieved without a transformation of

the existing world economic order; Africa was ready at any time for global

negotiations with a view to bringing that transformation about.

21. In his statement, the Executive Secretary thanked the Socialist

People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for its kindness and hospitality in hosting

the meeting. He said that the meeting of the Conference was the last in a

succession of five ECA meetings hosted by the Jamahiriya over the previous

two weeks, one of which had been the second meeting of the Conference of

Ministers of African Least Developed Countries.

22. As the agenda before the mep.ting showed J the implementation

Plan of Action was still and, in his view 1 would long remain, th~

of the Lagos

heart of

present and future African development efforts at the national, subregional

and regional levels. The economic crisis to which he had referred the previous yea.

had worsened and it seemed likely to continue for a long time. As in 1980, so

in 1981, African countries had suffered from food deficits, droughts, rising

prices of imported energy, adverse terms of trade, balance-of-payments deficits

and a heavy burden of external debt. In fact, during 1981, both oil-exporting

as well as non-oil-exporting African countries had experienced difficulties,

the latter because of a sharp fall in the demand for oil in the industrialized

countries.
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23. Africa's external indebtedness had now topped the SUS 47.8 billion

mark. In 1981, the cost of debt servicing represented 12 per cent of the

total outstanding debt and 14 per cent of Africa's exports of goods and

services. More and more countries had been compelled to resort to IMF

borrowing despite the stringent and harsh conditions attached to it.

24. The persistent nature of the crisis was particularly disturbing.

He did not believe, as some did, that the crisis was a transient one.

Short-term palliative measures - which he called a soft option - taken on

the assumption that the crisis was temporary, would lead only to disillusionment

and to the perpetuation of dependence on external factors. On the other hand,

the raison d'etre of what he termed the hard option was the realization that----------:'1"--
the world economy required a fundamental structural change to bring it to

an equitable long-term equilibrium. But that could not come about without costly

sacrifice on the part of African countries, which would have to weaken gradually

the external links on which they had traditionally and for too long depended.

25. The Executive Secretary stressed two further points. The first, was the

fact that the de-linking of African economies from outside economies meant,

in effect, waging an economic war; and war was not~ of course, costless. The

second was that intra-African co-operRt~on in general and Afro-Arab -co-operation

in particular constituted essential weapons in waging the war for economic

survival. Yet, since the Afro-Arab Summit of March 1977, few or no opportunities

of Afro-Arab co-operation had been exploited. He suggested that there was ample

scope for fruitful co-operation in such fields as food production and trade,

joint exploration and exploitation of industrial raw materials, development of

integrated transport and communications, promotion of technical co-operation

in science and technology, and co-operation in industrial development. He

appealed to African-and Arab leaders to make the best of such opportunities.

26. In conclusion, he urged African countrfos to make a virtue of necessity

and declare an economic war for surviva14 Time was not on Africa's side, and

the battle for self-reliance and political integrity had to begin at once.

27. Speaking on behalf of all participants, the Senior Minister and Secretary

General of the Central Planning Supreme Council of Ethiopia proposed a vote of

thanks to the host country, in whic~ he expressed appreciation to the Leader

and people of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for the facilities

they had generously made available to the Conference and to Major Jalloud for

delivering the opening address on ber,alf of the Jamahiriya.
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28. The Jarr~iriya was playing an effective role in international

economic affairs as could be seen from its commitment to the establishment

of the new international economic order and the illi'lementation of the Lagos

Plan of Action. It was an illi'ressive example of the progress that was

possible when a country took control of Lt-e oo;m wealth and used it for the

benefit of the people. However, the economic pressures designed to frustrate

its development could easily be extended to other developing countries, and

hence all African countries should realize the need for unity in such

difficult times.

29. The Minister of Development and Economic Planning of Sierra Leone,

out-going Chairman of the Conference, s ahd that he had been greatly

impressed by the efforts of the secretariat in promoting socio-economic

development in Africa during his term of office. Member States too often

appeared to think of adopting resolutions as an end in itself and cared

little about implementing them, as in the easel for example, of Conference

of Ministers resolution 404 (XVI) on the Survey of Economic and Social

rnnditions in Africa. '£he secretariat had had to continue its previous

policy of sending staff to countries to collect the necessary information

for the survey because of the failure of member States to provide it.

30. Among other activities by the secretariat, he referred to the preparations

for the second meeting of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Demographers

and Statisticians, for the first meeting of the Conference of Ministers of

African Least Developed Countries, and for the United Nations Conference On

Least Developed countries. The secretariat had also established a joint

committee with OAU and UNIDO to assist African countries in implementing

the programme of the Industrial Developm~nt Decade for Africa. In addition,

many activities had been undertaken w Ltih Ln the fralllP.work of the Transport

and Comrnund c at Loris Decade in Africa.

31. One of the greatest achievements of the secretariat was the establishment

of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa, and the

secretariat had already responded to a r~quest from the Central African

countries to establish an economic community in that subregion.

32. Referring to the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the Commission,

he pointed out that, while the Inspectors had found that the Commission was

active in a lmosr. all the major areas of United Nations activities, they had

also noted that that diversity meant that ECA's staff and financial resources
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were spread rather thinly across a broad spectrum of programmes. ECA' s

responsibilities over the past decade had mUltiplied tenfold, but its

budget had increased by only about 1. 7 per cent annually over the same

period. The Inspectors had also found that, while the MULPOCs had made

ECA programmes more relevant to tl1e needs of member States, their staff

and resources were too weak for them to be fully effective. The Inspectors

had concluded that ECA acti vi ties were at a critical stage, since the lack

of authority and financial resources jeopardized ECA's role in implementing

the Lagos Plan of Action.

33. The World Bank report "Accelerated Development in Sub-Saharan Africa:

An Agenda for Action" was a good technical document ;and a valuable contribution

to the diagnosis of the African economic condition. Nevertheless, some of

its reconnnendations were not in harmony with the Lagos Plan of Action. In

particular, the emphasis on an agriculture-based and export-oriented strategy

left much to be desired. The document failed to discuss adequately the role

of external factors as obstacles to development, and its advice that

industrialization and regional co-operation should only be seriously

considered at some stage in the future ignored two of the instruments that

had been identified for implementing the Lagos Plan of Action. Finally,

to relegate food production to second place in relation to agriculture was

to belittle one of the main concerns of that Plan.

34. The Chairman said that his election was a sign of the meeting's

appreciation of the pioneer role of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab

Jamahiriya in the development of Africa. Although Africa'was rich in

natural resources, international monopolies had turned it into a source of

supply of raw materials for the development of the industrialized world.

Africa therefore had to seek its Own solutions to its development problems

rather than wait for outside help and thus had to rrobil i.ze all its

potential resources. Bearing in mind Africa t s poor economic performance

and the deteriorating terms of ~rade, Africa eould never implement the Lagos

Plan of Action unless it started to establish a common market and industries

based on the use of its rOM materials within the framework of co-operation

and econQrnic complementarities.

35. Co-operation between the African continent and the Arab world would

be a key element in the development efforts of the two groups of countries.

In that regard, the Sc>dalist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya was striving

to ensure the well-bei.ng of the sons of Africa ~s coul d be seen fram the

fruits of the Great First of September Revolution.
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36. In conclusion, he thanked the secretariat of the Commission for

the way ill which it had prepared the Conference and welcomed all participants

to the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

General debate--------------

(~) Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa, 1980-1981

(~) World Bank Report on Ac".,lerated Development i!,_..§~ah~
Africa: An Agenda for Action: Joint comments by' EGA. AbB and
~

(c) ~~-.':!'-~~.,_~10l'iI'l1.~':'.!,..e"'!'a.i:;i..?Tl3'!..c.rifl is and its ~~i,!,ati0Ils
f..~At,iC~:._..,I',.e.R9J':L~.(L r~S:0-,"",endat! ()Il,s ..0.L~):1.!LTe elmica! .. !' r~P."E",t0J:Y
Cormnittee of the Whole

(d) Proposals for the formulation and i!Tlplemlilntati.Q!l of a prograIllll.!'Lfo;:
the Industrial Developme~Ei'~Jn...!lF.ti.£~1-~..D;..JYl9.
recol1l/tlE!ndatio'!"-"L!]}!':re,,hllliclll, ..pr~parato"-LCommittee of the ..~ole

(e) Irrplement~~ioIl_£!_t):1~jR~~ioTlal F~od.~~an.~~E-~frica: Progress,
problems and"prosp ect:~'--B~r:t:.._aI1.<'l.£" c.()Il1!"~_C!~!:.i.~'!§.._0 f t:h~..
Technical preparat0!l:"__C.9~~"uo.~ _th_e ..Whole

37. The representatives of the following States members of the Commission

made statements in the general debate: Burundi, the Congo, Guinea, Guinea

Bissau, Nigeria, Rwanda, Tunisia. J the United RepUblic of Tanzania) Zaire,

Zambia and Zimbabwe.

38. The representative of Burundi recalled that his country was among

the African countries suffering from a litany of ills: land-lockedn~s5,

desertification, worsening terms of trade, over-population, etc. Burundi

was also one of the 21 African least developed countries.

39. He stated that ECA had taken many steps in recent years to make

African countries aware of the continental dimensions of the problems of

underdevelopment. and that awareness had culminated in the adoption of

the Lagos Plan of Action. After stressing that the Plan had to be implemented

at all levels - regional, subregional and national - he pointed out that the

MULPOCs had been called upon to play a major role in the implementation of the

Lagos Plan of Action. At the same time, he deplored the fact that the MULPOCs
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were not provided w~th adequate staff and lacked financial resources •

. He appealed to UNDP and other donors to provide financial support for the

implementation of MULPOC projects. His country was very much interested

in the system of Preferential Trade Area such as the one established in

Eastern and Southern Africa and expressed the hope that UNDP and other

donors would assist in setting up a proposed Central African Economic

Community as proposed in the Libreville Declaration.

40. The representative of the Congo stated that the situation

prevailing in Africa was cause for concern; in fact, African ecor~mi8S

were marked by greater dependence on foreign countries, increased foreign

debt, deteriorating terms of trade, 5 lower growth rates, rural exodus,

increased unemployment and many other ills. The crisis was particularly

serious in a continent where the relationship between natural resources

and the population was the most favourable. The economic development of

Africa could take place only by gradually but firmly breaking the ties

with the world market to make development more inward-looking. The

Afrioan market would thus have to be wan and priority would have to be

given to satisfying the needs of the African masses while taking into

account the Lagos Plan of Action.

41. Referring to the World Bank report on accelerated development in

sub-Saharan Africa, he stated that the collective response by Africans

to the report was encouraging, for African Governments had recognized

that the report contradicted the Lagos Plan of Action, particularly with

regard to its recommendatioil of export-oriented and agriculture-based

strategies and its treatment of the role of the private sector.

42. He then recalled the Libreville Declaration which recorrmended the

establishment of a Central African Economic Community, an idea which

demonstrated the application of the Lagos Plan of Action. In that regard

he appealed to UNDP to provide increased financial assistance to the

Yaounde MULPOC whose projects for the period 1982-1986 were of primary

importance for the collective development of the economies of the Central

African subregion. He also referred to his country's five year plan

which had just been launched and which had been based on the principles

and philosophy of the Lagos Plan of Action.
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43. The representative of Guinea stated that he considered all the

meeting's agenda items to fall within the scope of the implementation

of the Lagos Plan of Action. However, it was unfortunate that, in view of

the many difficulties encountered by Africa, a certain skepticism had

arisen with regard tothe efforts being made by Africans to liberste

themselves from underdevelopment.

44. He ntoed that Africa had accumulated a vast wealth of experience and

know-how and that it was time to proceed to a form of co-operation that

would accelerate the development of the continent. He added that all human

resources should be used by judicious for the development of Africa and

appealed for solidarity among Africans. On behalf of all West African

States, he commended the work done in that subregion by the Niamey MULPOC

and stated that it was time to respond to the challenge of incompetence by

having Africa rely first of all 'on its own physical and human resources to

overcome underdevelopment. He appealed to the UNDP and other aid donors

to assist in the work of the MULPOCs.

45. He then gave an account of the development efforts and orientation of

his country. It was well known that in view of the importance of agriculture,

hia Government had given it priority. Over 70 per cent of school children

were concentrating on agriculture-related subjects and in addition to the

Ministry of Agriculture per se, a 'special Minsitry had been established to deal

specifically with agro-pastoral forms. However, it was hot a question of

developing agriculture at the expens~ of industry or vice-versa. The fact

waB that both sectors needed each other. Hence, the importance of joint

development of agriculture and industry as the basis of self-reliant and

self-sustaining development, the only form of development that could respond

to the political aspd.ra t fons and aoc Lo-ceconomdc objectives of 'the people.

46. The representative of Guinea-Bissau said that the magnitude and duration

of the international economic crisis showed that any effective and long

lasting solution would depend on the establishment of a new relationship

between developed and developing countries, based on justice, equality and

mutual advantage. Unfortunatley, the developed countttes, although

apparently aware of that requirement, did not really accept its implications

in international negotiations. For that,reason, negotiations had never led

to tangible results, and the problems were getting worse. It was deplorable

that, eight years after the United Nations General Assembly resoltuions on

the New International Economic Order and the Charter of Economic Rights and

Duties of States, African countries were still suffering from the enormity
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of the ever increasing gulf between rich countries and developing

·countries continued with the effect of a population explosion in the

third world. In other words, in spite of hundreds of speeches, reports,

meetings, conferences, joint commissions and tons of doc~nts, the

results were still negative.

47. The Lagos Plan of Action, designed and drawn up by the experts on

the African economy, contained positive features and guide-lines for the

self-reliant and self-sustaining development of African economies. The

existing economic order must be fought with energy and wi thou hesitation

in order to attain a new, more equitable order that would benefit all.

Otherwise Africa would be comprised only of countries that were eternally

oriented and serve the interests of the developed world.

48. The representative of Nigeria said that it was clear from the Survey

of Economic·and Social Conditions in Africa 1980-1981 prepared by the

secretariat that economic and social development in Africa still had a long

way to go. She fully shared the concern expressed by the OAU, ECA and ADB

secretariats with regard to the World Bank report; any strategy that did not

encompass the entire continent was unreaslistic. In addition, African

countries could not be diverted from the implementation of the Lagos Plan of

Action. The African Governors of the World Bank would continue to study

the Bank report and, in so doing, would take into account the comments of

the three secretariats. Since the report did contain ,ome positive features,

it should be left to member States to take appropriate action on them.

49. With regard to the developing international crisis and its implications

for Africa, most of the policy measures for dealing with the resulting problems

were included in the Lagos Plan of Action. The need for African countries to

exercise sovereignty over their natural resources and use them for the benefit

of their people could not be overemphasized.

50. Earlier efforts in the field of industrialization had showed that its

benefits were minimal since it was based largely on import substitution.

To maximize those benefits, new strategies were needed, such as those based

on the use of local resource. To that 'end, a resource survey of the whole

country had reCently been carried out in Nigeria. Industrialization was

regarded as a ~!~~_g~~_~~~ for'sustained self-reliant development, and

the Nigerian Gm'ernment had therefore decided to set up a National co-ordinating

Committee to provide direction in implementing and monitoring the programme of

the Industrial Development Decade for Africa.
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51. Nigeria also supported the aim of African food self-sufficiency by

the year 2000, and had begun to implement the Green Revolution Programme,

which gave the highest priority to food production. She was optimistic

that food self-sufficiency would be achieved by the end of the current

plan period. Nigeria recognized the importance of the integration of

women in development, and research had been commissioned on the situation

of women in the country and on laws and customs affecting wornen. She

herself was Minister of National Planning, and two other wornen had been

appointed as Ministers of State. Finally, she referred to the unsatisfactory

situation of EGA-sponsored instituions, and urged memae r States to meet their

financial obligations.

52. The representative of Rwanda ""underscored the fact that it was the

least developed countries and particularly those which were also land-

locked, which bore the brunt of the consequences of the international economic

crisis. He stressed that the fact African countries had committed themselves

to the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, and they must be vigilant

not to deviate from the Monrovia Strategy on which the Plan was based.

He deplored the World Bank report on sub-Saharan Africa and said that, if

followed, it would mean that Africa would forever remain at the periphery

of the world economy.

53. Turning to some of the agenda i terns, he stated that Rwanda attached

great importance to African industrialization and fUlly supported the

strategy of the Industrial Development Decade. Later in the year, his

country would host a meeting of the Follow-up Committee, a subsidiary

organ of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry to discuss

industrial projects. On the Regional Food Plan for Africa, he said that

his country's national plan was in general conformity with its requirements.

However, he expressed misgivings about the increasing number of multinational

institutions to which African countries were being asked to make contributions

since these contributions were a serious burden.. F'or that reason, his country

could not support the creation of the Institute for Future Studies, proposed

by the secretariat. Similarly, his country did not support the establishment

of the buffer fund. Moreover, it could nQt accept membership of the Governing

Council of IFORD since Rwanda was not yet a signatory to the agreement by

which the Institute had been set up.
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54. The representative of Tunisia said that, in view of the deterioration

in the world economic situation and its repercussions on Africa, Africans

should rely on themselves and on their own resources, along the lines

indicated in the Lagos Plan of Action. However, all international agencies

including the World Bank should support the implementation of the Plan.

Africans needed greater frankness and objectivity and should no longer place

the total responsibility for the present economic crisis on external factors.

In this connexion, they should subordinate national interests to those of the

entire African region so as to promote economic integration. In this connexion,

there was need to change peoples mentality. Similarly, the should exert every

effort to implement industrial co-operation and, as Tunisia was doing, establish

joint ventures with neighbouring and other African countries. Special attention

should also be given to the agricultural sector and to impr.oving the conditions

of the rural population with a view to impr~ving the foold situation. Finally,

he expressed his appreciation of the PADIS programme; his country was prepared

to support that programme, as well as the creation of a subregional centre for

North Africa. He was glad to note that the North African MUI.POC had restarted

its activities, but stressed that it required more human and financi.al resources.

55. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania pointed out that

the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos provided a solid framework

for bringing about economic and social development in Africa. The task ahead

was to translate the Plan into concrete action at the national, subregional

and regional levels. He emphasised the fact that the deteriorating economic

and social situation of Africa was primarily due to exogeneous fa~tors and

that was why Africa was taking issue with the World Bank report On sub-Sahara

Africa which laid all the blame for the present crisis on internal factors.

It was meaningless to produce more raw materials if they were to he sold at

give-away prices. S'imilarly, the euphoria for the magic of the private sector

was at best a misplaced abstraction.

56. He reiterated the view of his delegation that Africa, through its

established institutions, should continue to elaborate on its own perceptions

at both the regional and the national levels in order to facilitate the

implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. It was therefore important for

ECA and its institutions to strengthen their capabilities regarding the

interpretation and articulation ~f the Lagos Plan. However, there was need

for rational institution building rather than proliferation. He stressed the

importance of economic co-operation among African countries as a vehicle for

implementing the Lagos Plan of Action. Africa was ripe for evolving a dynamic

development process through co-operation and the historic task of institutions

like ECA and OAU in that regard was to identify all possible areas in which

co-operation was feasible and could be instituted quickly. It was necessary

to base all co-operation efforts on unreserved political will.
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57. The representative of Zaire referred to the continuing deterioration

in the economic situation of Africa and stressed that the necessity for

co-operation among African countries had never been greater. He said that

assistance from the international community was welcome, provided it was

given in the context of the Lagos Plan of Action. His country had always

been a firm supporter of African co-operation and integration, and it was

a signatory to the recent Libreville Declaration of intent to create a

Central African Economic Community. Zaire also gave solid support to the

Gisenyi-based MULPOC believing that, in conformity with the Lagos Plan of

Action, the MULPOCs would provide a solid basis for subregional common

markets and ultimately for an African common market.

58. He commended the secretariat on its efforts to promote PADIS but

cautioned against possible duplication of the work being done under the

Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, especially as it

related to telecommunications. Lastly, he recalled with appreciation the

recent official vist to Zaire of the EKecutive Secretary of the Commission,

during which a number of projects for promoting intra-African co-operation

had been discussed and agreed upon.

59. The representative of Zambia, speaking also in his capacity as

Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Eastern and Southern African

MULPOC, said that the greatest achievement in economic co-operation in

eastern and southern African region was the establishment of the Preferential

Trade Area (PTA). The Treaty establishing the PTA embodied the aspirations

and resolve of the Governments and peoples of the region to combat hunger,

disease and ignorance. In the P7A, the region had an effective tool to

continue the struggle for economic lnaepedence and the fight against

~E~!!~~!~ and colonialism th~ough regional co-operation and integration.

The PTA also constituted a significant step towards the Ultimate establishment

of the African Common market.

60. He said that the Eastern o~nd Southern African MULPOC had proved its

usefulness. Its role in the estab~ishrnent of the PTA as well as in the

development of other subregional progr~es had been highly appreciated by

the States of the subregion and in th~t regard he paid tribute to the

Executive Secretary for his unt~ring efforts in promoting the general

co-operation and integration. The Council of Ministers of the Lusaka-based

MULPOC, at its meeting held in Lusaka from 23 to 25 March 1984 had established

priorities to ensure the accelerated integration of the subregion. Those

p~iorities were agriculture, industry, transport and communications, manpower

development, natural resources, social development and trade promotion.
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61. The representative of Zimbabwe expressed concern for the worsening

world economic environment. He noted that the developed countries were

in the grip of a depression while Africa was experiencing an acute economic

recession on all fronts, with unabated decline in production, increase in

unemployment and an overwhelming level of indebtedness. To cope with the

problems, various approaches had been advanced including the Lagos Plan of

Action, the World Bank Report on Accelerated Development in Sub-Saharan

Africa and the Cancun Conference. However, Africa's dedication was to the

Lagos Plan of Action, which was important because it was Africa's own well

considered app~oach and strategy for economic justice. As for the World

Bank report, it was clear that Africa could not continue to be the provider

of raw materials and a market for manufactured goods.

62. On regional co-operation efforts, the Minister referred to the

participation of his country in the Southern African Development Co-ordination

Conference (SADCC), which he said, also contributed to the reali~ation of the

Lagos Plan of Action at the subregional and regional levels.

63. In addition, he informed the meeting that his country had been, from

the very outset, committed to the Preferential Trade Area for the Eastern

and Southern African countries although it did not sign the PTA Treaty

in December 1981 because the Government had needed time to give the Treaty

thought. It had now decided to do so. Further, he stressed his country's

recognition of the important co-ordination and catalytic role of the MULPOCs.

There was no contradiction between the MULPOC and the other subregional

organizations in the area. It was therefore imperative for the United Nations

General Assembly to be convinced of the important functions of the Mt~POCs

and to make adequate prOVision for them under the regular budget. UNDP should

also find ways to continue its support for the MULPOCs.

64. In conclusion, he informed the Conference that Zimbabwe's three year

transitional national development plan was near completion_ The plan was

faithful to the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos with its

main thrust directed towards the removal of the colonial econorni c imbalances

based on race. Zimbabwe had deliberately chosen the Socialist way because the

struggle for liberation was decidedly a people's struggle and, hence, the

subsequent economic transformation had to be a people's effort.
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65. Statements were also made by observers for the fOllowing States

Members of the united Nations not members of the commission: Federal

Republic of Germany, France, India, the Netherlands, Romania, the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Kingdom.

66. The observer for the Federal Republic of Germany stated that his

presence at the Conference made it possible for his country to gain direct

insight into African problems. It believed in the equitable distribution

of wealth between the industrialized and the developing countries and hence

its participation in the North-South dialogue aimed at the establishment of

a global non-discriminatory economic order from which all States could gain.

His country attached great importance to the Commission's work in Africa,

including its efforts at promoting economic and technical co-operation.

He cited figures to indicate that his country continued to provide substantial

bilateral assistance to African countries and to multilateral agencies such

as UNDP, which would receive DM 114 million in 1982.

67. In spite of the world economic situation, bilateral trade between the

Federal Republic of Germany and Africa had increased in 1981 as had private

investments in Africa with the concorni tant skill s and investment capital.

68. He stressed the applicability of the GATT rules to developing countries

and stated that the sixth session of UNCTAD should constitute another milestone

in North-South relations. His country supported the Common Fund for Commodities

and the Nairobi Programme of Action as tools for the development of Africa.

He concluded by calling for joint action by developed and developing countries

to solve the problems of the A~rican region.

69. The observer for France said, that, whilst no group of countries had

escaped from the current economlC crisis, Africa was undoutedly suffering

the most. Nevertheless, the c<isis had made Africa understand that it was

futile to rely on the outside world. Despite the difficulties encountered,

a beginning had been made in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action

with such important achievements as the ~tablishment of the Preferential

Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa and the Libreville Declaration

on the establishment of a Centr~l African Economic Community.
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70. While underlining the fruitful co-operation that existed between

France and ECA in fields of new and renewable sources of energy, remote

sensing, PADIS and rail transport, he was pleased that ECA was becoming

more operational and hoped that the united Nations would provide the

necessary resources for the effective decentralization of resFonsibilities.

71. His main criticism of the World Bank Report was that it cic not take

fully into account the spirit of the Lagos Plan of Action, there wag an

imbalance between the allocation of responsibility for the Africa situation

between the African countries and the world situation, and, with regard,

to agriculture and self-sufficiency in food, it was up to each sovereign

state to determine what combination of the various policies would be most

beneficial to the country.

72. France would continue to extend assistance to African countries and

had vowed to double its aDA between 1980-1988 since it helieved that aDA

was the best form of assistance for African countries, south of the Sahara

and from 1985, it would devote 0.51 per cent of its GNP to the least

developed countries. Africa was now the recipient of more than 80 per cent

of France's bilateral assistance.

73. The .Observer for India stated that, by attending sessions of the

Commission, his country wished to demonstrate its solidarity with Africa

and other developing countries which shared similar problems. His country

emphasized the importance of global negotiations because it believed that

the deep economic crisis afflicting Africa and the other developing countries

could be solved only in a world context. He therefore saw the need for

African countries .t,o step up intra-African co-operation and intensify

south-south technical and economic co-operation, as stressed in the recent

consultations at New Delhi. As an eXaITQ:'lc of his courrtry t s sol idarity

with Africa, he recalled that India had been the first non-African country

to contribute to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development.

Referring to the dynamic technical co-operation progra~e which India had

with other developing countries, he identified a number of specific areas

in which India could co-operate with Africa for their mutual benefit.
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74. India hac imported and adapted technology in the past 30 years,

as well as developing indigenous technology. As a result, it now had

a sound technological base for development, and a vast reservoir of

expertise, know-how and trained manpower, all of which it had been sharing

and would continue to share with other developing countries undaz its Indian

technical and economic co-operation programme. There was therefore ample

scope for developing or intensifying horizontal co-operation between India

and Africa with the assistance of ECA.

75. The application of technology to food and agricultural production

had been beneficial to India since not only was India nOW in a position

to feed its teeming population, it was already exporting cereals. In that

connexion, he believed that the information shown on the map attached to

the secretariats document on the progress, problems and prospects of

implementing the Regional Food Plan (E/ECA/CM.8/12) did not reflect the

actual situation in India. Agriculture was an important sector where

African countries could benefit from the experience of India.

76. In conclusion, the ~epresent2tive of India confirmed that his country

would step up its economic anc technical co-operation with Africa and that

the Econanic Commi.as i on for Africa had a strong role to play in such expanded

co-operation.

77. The observer for the Netherlands noted the good relationships that

existed between his country and several African countries. Although it

had become increasingly difficult :or the Netherlands to maintain its

present level of assistance, his ,'OI.1l:try had decided to retain 1. 5 per

cent of its nation~l income as its target for development co-operation.

As part of its special assistance to Africa, the Government of the

Netherlands had pledged 2 million guilders, about $us 800,000 to the EGA

programme of work for the 1980-1981 biennium; at present, it was considering

the possibility and desirability of making another financial contribution

in 1982.

78. The observer for Romania said that the present meeting was taking

place under complex and contradictory international circumstances characterized

by the arms race, the persisten'ce of economic underdevelopment, the widening

of gaps between States and unjust economic relations. Romania, which was a

developing country, itself, considered that the present international economic

crisis could not be solved by partial and one~sided rreasures; profound
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restructuring of international econOlllic relationa was necessary.

It was inportant to begin glebal n890tiations ",ithin the united

Nations. Developed countries should end the polley of hicjh interest

rates, whid> WllS aggravating the current inbalance in the world

economic order. He emphasized the iDlportance of the solidarity and

unity of action of the Grou"p of 77. Romania was taking COIlCJ:!ete stepe

to iDplellent the Caracas Programme within the fr_ork of actiOll8 by

the Group of 77 ed.med ac stregnthening economic co-operaticm aIllOng

developing countries. He invited African countrill8 to the Meting on the

training of qualified pezaonne l, for industry. which his country would

host in !';"y lS82. lie finally underlined the, importance RoIIIania attached

to the development of trade and co-operation with African countriee.

79. The observer for the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics said that

the present session ",as taking place at a time when conditions in the

international environment were not conducive to the successful accOllJ>lishment

of the tasks facing ECA, namely the acceleration of socio-economic develop1lent

and the establishment of economic, scientific and tedlnical co-operation

among African countries. He said that iropeTialist forces, were undermining

detente and accelerating the azms race, and the Soviet Union was UlUlWernngly

following the course of durab10 peace and co-operation among nations

regardless of their social and political systems.

80. The restructuring of international econOlllic relations should be carried

out on a democratic and equitable basis and should be supported by progressive

social and economic trans formations in the developing countries. It would

be useful for the Commission to undertake a study of the outflow of

financial resources and skilled personnel from the region, arising from

the activities of transnational corporations and imperialist forces.

81. He informed the Il'eeting that his country had provided assistance

to Africa through ECA by organizing training courses in transport, mineral

and trade areas. His country recently handed over to the secretariat a

number of geological survey maps and oil and gas deposit maps of Africa

with explanatory notes attached.

82. He concluded by indicating that his country was ready to prepare

studies on prospects for co-operation between the USSR and African countries

in the development and utilization of mineral resources, the basic trends

of commodity policies of African countries and preblems, methods and

economic consequences of integrating mineral resources in overall development
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activities. It was also prepared to offer to ECA expert services ~n sucb

critical areas as the development and utilization of natural resources in

the national interest, interregional co-operation in the fields of trade

and transport, and rational distribution and development of industrial

activities.

83. The observer for the United Kingdom informed the meeting that bis

Government had studied the Lagos Plan of Action and had, as a consequence,

a clearer idea of African aspirations and perceptions. It had also studied

the World Bank Report. Despite his country's economic difficulties, the

Government was committed to maintaining a substantial programme of assistance

to Africa. He outlined the nature and volume of assistance as well as the

role played by the private sector. He then said that although the assistance

programmes were determined by the developmental priorities of recipient

Governments, certain areas of great importance to the least developed

countries had been identified. They included agricultural research, water

supply, sanitation and preventive health, energy resource planning and

population programmes.

84. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies also spoke during

the General debate: Office of the Director-General for Development and

International Economic Co-operation, United Nations Centre on Transnational

Corporations, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, United

Nations Development Programme, World Food Council, International Labour

Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization, International Civil Aviation

Organization and International Trade Centre.

85. The Director-General for Development and International Economic

Co-operation thought that it would not be going too far to say that Africa was

passing through a maj~ crisis affecting production and trade, industry and

agriculture, infrastructure and raw materials.

86. The adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action bore witness to the commitment

of Heads of State and Government to face challenge that such a situation

constituted. They should do everything to overcome, by themselves, the

obstacles to economic development, although that did not mean that external

assistance was unnecessary. To meet the cr~sis, international co-operation

needed to be restructured, deepened and excended at all levels. As part of the

fundamental role of the United Nati~ns and ECA in overcoming the crisis, it was

necessary to ensure that the follow-up to the Lagos Plan of Action and the review

and evaluation process of the International Development Strategy for the third

United Nations 'Development Decade complemented and strengthened each another.
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87. He repeated his undertaking to contribute to the attainment of the

objectives of the restructuring resolutions concerning the strengthening of the

regional commissions. In that connexion, he referred to the role to be played

by the MULPOCs in promoting economic co-operation and regional and subregional

integration, provided that they recieved the necessary support.

88. African development efforts should not be restricted to food production,

and infrastructure, but should also include the implementation of the

recommendations of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources

of Energy, and industrial development, in conformity with the objectives of the

Lima Declaration, and should be supported by broader and more integrated

programming. As far as the problems of the African least developed countries

were concerned, he informed the meeting of the activities undertaken within

~ the framework of the Substantial New Programme of Action and he noted that

external assistance to those countries would depend essentially on the resources

available to the multilateral development agencies.

89. The representative of the United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations

said that in the 1980s, the interaction between developing countries and transnational

corporations was bound to increase in diversity and complexity. The Lagos Plan of

Action called for a rigorous examination and monitoring of the role of transnational

corporations to ensure that their activities were compatible with the development

strategies of States. Thus, the challenge for the ECA region was to improve the

capabilities of member countries in dealing with such corporations, which would to

a large extent depend on their knowledge of the options available to them,

90. The Intergovernmental Working Group on the Code of Conduct for transnationals

was scheduled to submit a draft Code to the 48-member Commission on Transnational

Corporations in August e Sep t ember 1982. The structure the Working Group had

adopted for the Code comprised a chapter on the definition and scope of the Code;

activities of transnationals', the treatment of transnational corporations in the

host country; intergovernmental co-operation; and implementation. However,

difficulties still remained unsolved regarding definition and treatment of

transnationals in particular.

91. The Centre for Transnational Corporations, for its part, provided advisory,

training, research and information services. It has responded to requests for

advisory services and training workshbps in a number of African countries and

one important research project of interest to Africa related to the role of

transnational corporations in primary export commodities.
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92. In conclusion, he was sure that the Code of Conduct, together with an

objective demystification of transnationa1s, would contribute significantly to

the development of member States.

93. The Executive Director of UNIDO said that the diversity of agenda items

before the meeting reflected the breadth of the problems facing Africa. Those

problems constituted a major economic crisis for the continent. In the face of

that situation, the development of Africa's natural and human resources was of

cardinal importance. In that context, the Industrial Development Decade for Africa

was of primary interest to UNIDO.

94. He recalled that the main objective of the Lagos Plan of Action was to ensure

a rapid improvement in the well-being of the African people, and indicated that

the industrial sector was the major sectoral engine for achieving the necessary

growth and development in view of its linkages with the other sectors. It was

of crucial importance to realize, however, that the strategy of self-reliance in

industrialization implied the use of domestic resources and maximum reduction in

dependence on external factor inputs and resources.

95. Nevertheless, in Africa, the least developed of the developing regions,

an increased flow of external financial resources for accelerated industrialization

was essential. For that reason, the sixth Conference of African Ministers of

Industry had been right to call on the UNIDO Industrial Development Board to convene

an inter-governmental conference to consider the establishment of an International

Bank for Industrial Development.

96. Co-operation between UNIDO, ECA and OAU was fundamental to the success of the

Decade. To promote that co-operation, a joint committee of the co"rresponding

secretariats had been established in November 1981; it would be concerned with

assistance on substantive aspects and would also assist in the monitoring of the

~plementation of the Decade programme.

97. The value of the technical assistance delivered by UNIDO to Africa had reached

the record level of $US 34.3 million in 1981, but that contribution was a very

modest one in the light of Africa's huge requirements. UNIDO was eager to do more,

and he looked forward to its forthcoming con~ersion into a United Nations specialized

agency; he therefore urged those African countries that had not already done so to

ratify the new UNIDO constitution. Finally, he referred to the Regional Consultation

Meeting on Agricultural Machinery, held at Addis Ababa from 5 to 9 April 1982, which

indicated the kind of assistance that UNIDO could offer in African industrialization.
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98. The Assistant Administrator, of UNOP, Director, Regional Bureau for Africa,

referring to co-operation between UNOP and ECA, said that one recent major

example was the joint preparation of the UNDP regional programme for Africa for

the 1982-1986. Among UNDP executing agencies, ECA occupied second place, after

FAD, in the volume of projects financed by UNDP in the African region. One of the

main common concerns of UNDP and EGA, as also of the Joint Inspection Unit, was

that of the future of the MULPDCs. The conclusion reached by the joint UNDP/ECA

missions sent to evaluate the work of those bodies was that the MULPDCs should

be able to continue their activities with the funds provided by the regular

budget while UNDP should finance purely operational activities; it was only in

that way that UNDP could continue its association with ECA in that field.

99. Preparation of the UNDP regional programme for 1982-1986 had been rendered

difficult by the large number of requests for assistance that had been received.

The priorities for that programme had been fixed in 1980 by the Conference of

Ministers, but no detailed programme had been prepared for energy and industry.

In the energy field, UNDP had undertaken to assist DAU in setting up the African

Energy Commission; as far as industry was concerned, provision had been made to

finance projects under the Industrial Development Decade for Africa. Provision

had also been made for financing projects in the field of food security. Those

subregions, such as Southern Africa, that had benefitted only to a limited

extent from regional funds during the two previous programming cycles would be

given a larger share of those resources during 1982-1986.

100. Member States should remember that there was no reason why national funds

should not be used to finance a regional project. UNDP also recommended that

African inter-governmental organizations should share costs; that would increase

the likelihood of UNDP financing their programmes.

101. In conformity with the Nairobi reocmmendations on technical co-operation

among African countries, and the Conference of Ministers' resolution on the

need for progress report, UNOP has asked all African Governments for information on

the progress made in that field. Few S~ates had so far replied, but he hoped that

more replies would be received after the Conference; that would enable UNDP to

prepare the report required for the next DAD Summit Meeting. The conference of

African experts on technical co-operation amo~g African countries, which UNDP

had promised to organize, was scheduled to be held in Libreville, Gabon, from

2 to 12 August 1982.
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102. With regard to the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, he welcomed

the steps taken to establish large subregional organizations, and the progress

made in developing a number of major river basins. However, the Plan should be

the concern, above all, of each individual Government, and methods of evaluating

its implementation by each of them did not seem to have been clearly defined.

The Lagos Plan of Action gave priority to African food self-sufficiency; in his

view, Africa possessed everything that was necessary to achieve that end, but

there was a risk of failure if the condition of the rural popul.at Lon-was not

improved. Rural development must therefore be promoted and the flight from the

land halted. In particular, he appealed for Governments to pay greater

attention to the electrification of the rural areas, which would bring a whole

series of benefits in its train.

103. The observer for WFC stated that more than ever before there was a need

for an intensified and continuing effort to reverse the unfavourable trend in

the African food situation for the analysis of African food production, far

outstriped by population growth. The decline in per capita food production

had been 7 per cent in the 1960s, but had declined by 15 per cent in the 1970s.

The outlook for the 1980s was grim, and hunger and malnutrition during the 1980s

could be expected to become far more widespread. The deteriorating food trends in

Africa which were causing great suffering in human and economic terms, critically

required urgent remedial measures.

104. Resolving Africa's food problem would take much more concerted action by

African Governments and by development agencies and entailed higher priority for

food and for policies and resources to back that priority.

105. To encourage higher priority and a more integrated approach to food issues

at the national level, the Council had encouraged developing countries to adopt

national food strategies as a means of strengthening their food policies and

stepping up resource flows to the food sector for increased food production,

improved consumption and food security.

106. WFC had succeeded in del inking the Food Aid Convention from International

Grains Negotiations and Africa received nearly half of the Council's food aid.

In conclusion, he said that WFC would do. all fn its power to help Africa to

overcome its critical food problem.
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107. The observer for ILO recalled that his organization had always collaborated

fully with African Governments and ECA in seeking a solution to the problems facing

Africa and had consistently adapted its programmes to changing development trends

and concepts of Africa. Specifically, ILO had reformulated its medium-term plan

for 1982-1987 to take into account the requirements of the Lagos Plan of Action.

108. ILO was involved in many of the sectors covered in the Plan. While it did

not deal with agriculture per se, it placed emphasis on rural development,

empl~nt and income distribution. It was in the process of determining how

its technical co-operation programmes could promote Africa's industrialization

and the Industrial Development Decade for Africa. Through its International

Institute for Labour Studies, ILO was carrying out a study sponsored by OAU

and financed by UNOP on the social consequences of the Lagos Plan of Action.

109. Human resources development in Africa was another area of ILO activity,

with special attention being given to the training of vulnerable groups such

as women, youth, migrant workers, refugees. members of liberation movements

and the disabled.

110. There had been close collaboration between the Lusaka MULPOC and the

Organisation's Southern African Team for Employment Promotion (SATEP), and

it was hoped that further collaboration between ILO and the MULPOCs might

take place. Note had been taken of the JIU report and ILO hoped to co-operate

with ECA and the inter-agency co-ordinating committee in the implementation of

the programmes and projects of the Transport and Communications Decade and share

its expertise with PADIS.

111. The observer for FAO said that his organization was translating its solid

commitment to the Lagos ,Plan of Action into concrete programmes and projects,

including the mobilization of resources for their implementation. Africa was

already the focus of attention within FAO since 40 per cent of the budgetary

resources of the Organization for the biennium 1982-1983 was for the exclusive

benefit of the region. FAO's activities within Africa were being substantially

expanded and reoriented in line with the prOVisions of the Lagos Plan of Action.

Thus, priority was being given to food crop production, the prevention of post

harvest food losses, food security, the'promotion of national seed production

and protection programmes, livestock production, the development and management

of fisheries, the development of national capabilities for the collection and use

of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development. Strategy review
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and prOgramme development missions had been mounted in many African countries

to assist Governments in formulating appropriate strategies and programmes in

the food and agriculture sector. But while his Organization was thus doing

its best to expand its substantive assistance programme in the region, its

resources were still grossly inadequate in terms of the magnitude and urgency

of the needs in the region. He therefore appealed to member States to

reflect the priority that the food and agriculture sector should be accorded in

their allocation of domestic and external resources for development.

112. The observer for leAD stated that his organization had, through its

Regional Office in Dakar, been assisting African civil aviation administration

in the past 18 years to identify problems on civil aviation. To that end,

regional air navigational meetings were organized every five or six years. To

help to improve ICAO services to African countries there was a plan to establish

in Nairobi, Kenya, a new regional centre in the near future to cater for the

Eastern and Southern African States.

113. With regard to the situation of civil aviation in the region, he recalled

his statement at the third meeting oc t~£ "ec~,ica1 Committee of the Whole and

informed the meeting about the find~~gs of ICAD that, in many airports in Africa,

approach aids and runway lighting were deficient, and emergency services were weak

or nonexistalt. Similarly, there were air traffic control centres ~ich were

unable to control, and flight information centres which were unable to provide

information because of defective telecommunications systems as well as areas

where aircraft could fly for hours without heing able to communicate with the

ground because of defective radio facilities. The avoidance of many mid-air

near-misses had been due to the initiative and vigilance of pilots,

114. Yet, the air navigation plan drawn up over two years ago had yet to be

implemented. The main problem was that most African countries could not afford to

provide the facilities needed to improve air safety. He suggested that to avoid

duplication of efforts and waste of resources, it was desirable to channel resources

for African civil aviation development through ICAD which had long experience in that

field.

115. The observer for the t~te~national·Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT informed

participants that ITC was the focal point for United Nations assistance in such

fields as trade promotion, rationalization of imports, development of exports and

the related training programmes. Within these fields, ITC had, during 1981,

implemented 21 co-operation projects in Africa, of which 17 were national and four

regional or subregional. The regional and subregional projects had all been
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implemented in co-operation with ECA, CEAO and ECOWAS and within the context of

the Lagos Plan of Action. Contacts had been established with a number of

African countries and with two ECA MULPOCs in the course of implementing those

projects. He informed the meeting that a permanent ITC Liaison Office had been

set up at ECA headquarters in Addis Ababa.

116. The observer for one intergovernmental body, the Africa Regional

Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development, also

delivered a statement. In pursuance of resolution 375(XV) of the sixth Conference

of Ministers, she reported on the activities of that body during the period

1981-1982 and recalled role of ARCC in guiding, considering and evaluating the

activities undertaken in the region with a view to promoting the integration of

women in development. At the third teeting of ARCC, held in Douala in March 1982,
l..: __ •

ECA!ATRCW's activities had been considered, together with the Lagos Plan of Action,

the progress of subregional programmes for women of the various MULPOCs, and

finally certain specific questions relating to the integration of women. In view

of the conference to be held to mark the end of the United Nations Decade for

Women, it was necessary to make a start immediately, in collaboration with OAU

and the Pan-African Women's Organization on preparations to ensure the success

of that conference. It was in that context that the third Regional Conference

on the Integration of Women in Development was to be organized. Similarly, it

was intended to carry out studies and implement programmes at the subregional

level with a view, inter alia, to a:leviating the food crisis in Africa, and on

vocational training, job creation, and the improvement of the living eonditions of

women refugees. Because of the inadequacy of the financial resources available for

~ implementing those subregional programmes, resources should be decentralized to the

MULPOCs, and States should alloc~te a part of their contribution to UNTFAD to women's

programmes. Similarly, subregional programmes for women should remain an integral

part of MULPOC activities. Finally, she expressed the wish that greater attention

should be paid to women's programmes, and that those programmes should be given a

bigger plaee in national development plans, and in the subregional and regional

bodies concerned with the development of human resources.
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~~E~:~_~!_~~~_;'!~~~_!!.'~~~~:::I_~~_::'2~_~~::!~:~::~=_~!_~!::~!!!:=:~_~~_!:~~~

(item 11)

117. The Executive Secretary introduced document E/ECA/CM.13 containing

the report of the Conference of Ministers of Trade, and said that the

meeting had been organized jointly by ECA and OAU. It had dealt with the

implementation of the trad~ chapter of the Lagos Plan of Action, the

promotion of economic co-operation trade with the Socialist countries of

Eastern Europe, arrangements for the all-Africa trade fair, UNCTAD's common

fund agreement and commodity negotiations, preparations for the sixth session

of UNCTAD and the launching of global negotiations under the auspices of the

United Nations.

118. The Conference had concluded that the implementation of the trade and

finance chapter of the Lagos Plan required the establishment of national

machineries particUlarly wi~~ a view to increasing the volume and value of

intra-African trade. With regard to co-operation, he noted that the leader

of the Treaty establishing the PTA had now been signed by 11 countries and

Zimbabwe had just indicated that his country would soon sign the Treaty.

He pointed out that the first ministerial meeting of PTA would be held in

June 1982 in Lusaka. The Conference had welcomed the Libreville declaration

on the establishment of an Economic Co~unity for Central African States which

would cover eleven countries, including ~~~~E ~~!~, the UDEAC and CEPGL

countries. The countries concerned had established an inter-governmental

working group to consider the draft treaty and protocols and he hoped that

great progress would be made soon. The Conference had also discussed the

debt burden of African countries ar.d the renegotiation of debts, particularly

as far as the least developed cou~tries were concerned.

119w The Deputy Secretary-Genera~of UNCTAD, referring to the pr~parations

for the sixth session of UNCTAD, said that, following the decision of the

Gabon Government not to host the Conference, the Conference would probably

be held in Yugoslavia, but the final decision would be taken at the resumed

session of the Trade and Development Board of UNCTAD in May 1982.

120. He also informed the Conference that the Meeting of Senior Officials

in respect of the Global System of Trade Preferences (GSTP) among Developing

Countries would be held under UNCTAD auspices in Geneva from 19 to 30 July
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1982 and urged African countries in particular to participate.

Similarly he apprised the Conference of the outcome of the inter

regional symposium of State Trading Organizations (STOs) of Developing

Countries held in Yugoslavia in early April 1982 and appealed to African

countries to organize their own African regional STO meeting in order

to elaborate modalities for co_operation among their STOs in accordance

with the decisions of the African Regional ECDC Meeting held in Addis

Ababa in December 1979. Although the funding problems had not be.en solved,

every effort should be made to hold the meeting especially since both

Latin America and Asia had held their respective regional meetings.

121. In conclusion, he urged African countries and all other countries

which had not already done so to sign and ratify the Common Fund Agreement

at the earliest opportunity. The cowltries which had ratified the Agreement

would meet in May 1982 to decide On future action in that area.

122. The meeting took note of the report of the Conference of African

Ministers of Trade on its sixth meeting.

~~~~_9!_~~~_~!~!~_~~~~!~2_~!_~~~_~~~!~!~~~~_~!_~~~!~~~_~~~!~~~~~_~!

!~~~~~~ (item 12)

123. The Executive Secretary introduced the report of the sixth neeting of

the Conference of African Ministers of Industry which had been organized

jointly by OAU, UNIDa and ECA at Addis Ababa from 23 to 25 November 1981

(E/ECA/CM.8/2). With regard to the Industrial Development Decade for

Africa proclaimed under GeT.ECTal Assembly resolution 35/66B and OAU resolution

aM/Res 4 888 {XXXVI),J t;~e ':;jJon~~:)::::; ~1d~ drawn up a. comprehensive progratnrrle for

the Decade in four parts wn i cr, r.ac been considered by the 'rschrdcal

Preparatory committee of the ~;~/.ole aiter beinq approved by the Conference

of Ministers of Industry.

124. In line with the priorities mentioned by the Executive Director of

UNlDO, in his address in the Conference of Ministers, the programme focused

on the mai.n priorities in the industrial' sector such as food processing,

chemicals, engineering, construction and small-scale industry. Forward and

backward linkages had been emphasized so as to break away from an isolated

import-substituli,m type of strategy. Itl other words, the p.rcqramme for

the Decade covered those core industries which would lay the foundation

for industrial take-off.

125. In accordance with the request made by the Conference, the sponsors

had prepared guide-lines for follow-up at the national, subregional and
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regional levels, which would be considered at tihe forthcoming meeting

of the Follow-up Committee at Kigali.

126. The meeting took note of tl~ report of the Conference of African

Ministers of Industry.

~~~~~_~!_~~~_~~~9~9_~~~~~~~_9~_~b~_~~~!~!~~~~_~!_~~~~~~~~~_~E_~E5~:~

~:~~!:_Q~Y~~E~~_~~~!:!!:;~ (it.ern lei;

127. The representative of G~i~ea-Bissau~ Chairman of the second meeting of

the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries held at

~rripoli from 26 to 28 April 1982, introduced document E/ECA/GI.8/28 containing

the report of that meeting.

128. The mee t dnq , which hac:. been a'ctie nde d by 15 Afz Lcan least dev~loped

countries, had foc~50d on five toplc3, namaly a rev~ew of curJent ~rends and

prospects in the African least c, ..;\ ~10ped countri.es; evaluation of t:l'~

substantial New Prograrrulle =-Z Ac:t.ian for t..~e Least Developed Countries (SNPA) 

~plications of SNPA for gro~th and development in the African least developed

cOlIDtries: review of the country fJresentat:ions of African least developed

countries in the light of the Lagos Plan of Action; arrmlgements for

implementation, review and mon i t.o r i.nq of the Substantial New Prograrmne of

Action for the least developed countries; and ECA programme of work for the

African least developed countries, 1982-1983.

129. With regard to the secon~ topic, the Conference had regretted that

SNPA did not cor-respond to the aspirations of rhe least dave Iopec countries.

The country presentations we rc fm::n~c. no b.:: ger.02rally cons i.sc.mt; wit.L Lite

Lagos Plan of Action but; neE:(.:..ec. ·CG _.-

regard to follow up, the nGcessar:/ SI::'~:-J.C'...:·....ces wouLd have to D€ e::;tablished

for the LmpLerner.t.at.Lor, of crrc :':';oC~." conference decisions ?J1d .in that regard

close co-ordination was essent ial ano nc UNDP, UNCTAD and ECA in order to

ensure the effect.ive implementation cf SNPA. With respect to the ECA work

programme on LDCs, the Conference felt t.he t. additional rpsources were

required in order to make ECA more o~rational aDd appealed to UNDP for

assistance in that regard~

130. Finally, the Cen fereric e r.ad adopted three resolutions, one on the

implementation, follow up and monitoring of SNPA, one on implementation of

SNPA within the frarn~ork of national and collective self-reliance and one

on financing.
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131. The meeting took note of the report of the Conference of Ministers

of African Least Developed Countries.

~~r~~~_~~_~~~~~~~~~~~~~_~!_~~~_!!~~!~~~~!~~~_~!_!~~_~~~!~!~~:~_~!

~!~~!~E~_~~~r~~~!e~~_!~!_~~~__~~~~~EE~_~~~~!ngL_p~~~~~~=~!_~~~
~~!!!~~!~2~ (item 14)

132. The Executive Secretary introduced document E/ECA/CM.8/3. The

Conference had been organized in response to Conference of Ministers'

resolution 389 (XV) and had taken place at Monrovia in October 1981.

It had been preceded by a Technical Preparatory Meeting, and had dealt

with such issues as human resources implications of the Lagos Plan of

Action; manpower and employment planning capability; reorienting education

systems to the socio-economic needs and challenge of the African region;

the development of career p Lannd nq and educational and vocational guidance

and counselling sez'v.i.ces r African "brain drain" and measures for encouraging

the return of talents tc A=ric~; ~he performance of, and the need for support

for the Expar.c.ed ri'::-aini.:r4':~ ..-,,':" F2:l.1owship Programme for Africa; public

administration and finance witn special reference to the human resource

aspects of development administration capability; the terms of reference of

the commission's institutional machinery for co-ordinating and harmonizing

policies and programmes in the field of human resources; and specific project

proposals for action.

133. The meeting took note of the report.

~~P~!~_~~_E~~~~~~~~~~~~~_~!_~~~_!~~~~~E~!_~E~2e:e~2!y_g~~~~~~_~!_~~~

\o,'hole (item 15)

134. The Chairman of the third meeting of the Technical Preparatory

committee of the Whole introduced the report and recommendations of that

Cornmittee (document E/ECA/CM.8/31 and Carr .1). He said that the report

had been adopted unanimously by the Committee as had 26 draft resolutions

attached to it. That, he said, indicated how seriously the committee had

taken its business.
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135. However, he referred to draft resolution E/ECA/CM.8/L.lO contained

in annex I of the report on the World Bank Report entitled "Accelerated

Development in Sub-Saharan Africa: An Agenda for Action" on which

reservations had been expressed by sorne delegations which did not. want any

reference made to resolution CM/Res. 921 (XXXVIII) of the 01\U Council of

Ministers. That matter had been referred to thf! Conference for a decision.

Another matter for decision concerned the Venue of the next meeting of the

Conference of Ministers, which was to have been held in Maputo at the

invitation of the Government of Mozant>ique, but which the Committee had now

felt should be held at ECA Headquarters in Addis Ababa in vi.... of the fact

that the colllllission would be celebrating its Silver ,Jubilee in 1983. It had

been hoped that Mozambique might have attended the Conference and its

agreement to the change of venue obtained.

136. concerning the report itself,one participant said that the report

must be amended to ensure that the current names of countries were expressed

correctly.

137. The representative of Rwanda referred to paragraph 155 of the :report

and said that it should be amended to take cognizance of the fact that his

country would not be represented on the Governing council of IFORD.

138. The representative of Morocco, supported by the representative of

the Revolutionary People's Republic of Guinea, Objected to the reference

to OAU resolution CM/Res. 921 (XXXVIII) in paragraph 33 of the report.

139. The representative of Senegal referred to paragraph 36 and said that

it was incorrect to say that the World Bank, by confining its report to

Sub-Saharan Africa, had deliberately wanted to divide Africa. The truth

was that it had been requested to do so by the African Governors of the

World Bank and IMF. To reflect that historical truth, he proposed, and

the Conference agreed that the first two sentences of that paragraph should

be replaced by the following sentence "A number of representatives pointed

out that such a report should have covered the whole of the African

continent, and consequently deplored the fact that Jt had covered only

sub-Saharan Africa".

140. The representative of Mali said that at the Meeting of the Governors

of the World Bank and IMF held in Dakar in March 1982, a memorandum had been

adopted, and it had been decided that any subsequent discussions of the

subject should take cognizance of that memorandum. lie regretted that that

memorandum had not been made available to the Technical Preparatory

COnmittee of the Whole.



•

E/ECA/CM.8/32
page 37

141. In his capacity as Chairman of the Group I African countries, the

representative of Sierra Leone confirmed what the representatives of

Senegal and Mali had said.

142. The representative of uganda stated that his country was still

studying the World 8ank report, and therefore reserved judgement on it .

143. At the instance of the observer for UNFSSTD, it was agreed that

paragraph 80 of the report should read as follows: The representative of

the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology· for Development

(UNFSSTD) said that by resolution 36/183 the General Assembly had !~~~ ~!~

decided to establish the long-term arrangements of the UNFSSTD, which were to

become operative from 1 January 1982, and that the resources and programmes

of the Interim Fund should be transferred to UNFSSTD as of that date. 1982 would

be considered a transitional year during which a pledging conference should be

held in the first quarter and ~9 ~~~ Inter-governmental Group of the Whole should

meet in March and April 1982 to negotiate the long-term arrangements for the

UNFSSTD.

144. With respect to paragraph 158, the Executive Secretary informed the

meeting that since the arrival of the Deputy Minister of Planning from Zimbabwe,

the delegation of Zimbabwe and the secretariat had discussed and agreed that the

paragraph should omit any reference to the consultative meeting of experts said

to have met in Zim!Jabwe in February 1982. As a result of the agreement, the

delegation of Zimbabwe had agreed to withdraw its reservation. The Deputy

Minister of Planning of Zimbabwe confirmed the statement made by the Executive

Secretary.

145. The representative of Kenya, referring to paragraph 242 stated that

•

his country must not be included as being on either side of the dispute at

the GAU Ministerial Conference in Addis Ababa since his CO\IDtry' President,

as current Chainnan of GAU, could not take sides. Therefore, the name of

Kenya should not be associated with those of the countries which objected to

reference to GAU resolution 921 (XXXVIII) in resolution E/ECA/CM.8/L.IO .

146. After a fruitful exchange of views on draft resolution E/ECA/CM.8/L.IO

World Bank Report entitled "Accelerated Development in Sub-Sharan Africa:

An Agenda for Action", the Conference decided to adopt a Declaration on the

Report to be called The Declaration of Tripcli on the World Bank Report entitled

"Accelerated Development in Sub-Saharan Africa: An Agenda for Action", instead

of a resolution (see annex ..• to this report).
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147. The representative of Uganda colt1llented that the contents of draft

resolution E/ECA/CM.8/L.29 - Worsening of the economic crisis and its

adverse consequences for Africa - did not reflect the main observations of

the Committee on the secretariat paper on the subject matter.

148. The representative of Mali made general observations on draft

resolutions E/ECA/CM.8/L.22 - African Institute for Future studies

E/ECA/CM.8/L.ll - Combating desertification in Africa; and E/ECA/CM.8/L.4 

Uni ted Nations Transport and communications Decade in Africa. It was his

view that, instead of creating a new institution as envisaged in the case

of future studies, it would be better to strengthen existing ones. Similarly,

instead of creating a new inter-governmental group of experts to deal with

desertification, existing institutions which dealt with the problem should be

used. As far as satellite communications were concerned, it was his view that

the Pan-African Telecommunications Union (FATUI, a specialized agency of the

Organization of African Unity, should be the co-ordinating agency.

149. The representative of Zaire proposed that, at the end

paragraph 7 of draft resolution E/ECA/CM.8/L.5 - The African

of operative

Institute for

-

Econanic Development and Planning, the following should be added "which

would inform member States abDut the distribution Df fellowships according

to criteria which would first be worked out and approved by member States".

150. With respect to draft resolution E/ECA/cM.8/~.24 - Silver Jubilee

Anniversary of the Economic Commission for Africa, the representative of

the United Republic of Cameroon proposed that preanbular paragraph 2 should

read only as follows "Recalling further Economic and Social council resolution-----------------
67lA (XXV)of 29 April 1958, which established the Economic Commission for

Africa" and said that the words "S;~g~_~129~" in operative paragraph 2 shout.d

be changed to "!!~S';:~~!!!".

151. The Conference then adopted the report of the Committee (E/EC~/cM.8/3l

and Corr.ll together Wltll the draft resolutions which the committee had

recommended for adoption, subject tD the amendments proposed above.
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152. No matters were raised under this agenda item.

Q~~~_~~~_E!~~~_~!_~~_~!~~_~~~~!~2_~!_!h~_~~~!~=~~~_~!_~n!~!~!~_~~~

!h~_!~~!!~_~=~!!~~_~!_!h~_!~=~!=~!_~=~ee=~!~!1_~~~!!~~_~!_!h=_~~!=

(item 17)

153. The Conference decided that its ninth meeting (eighteenth session

of the l>nunission, which was also the Silver Jubilee Anniversary session

of the Commi.asLon) and the fourth meeting of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole should be held at the headquarters of the COl1ll\ission,

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia during the month of April 19B3 (see draft resolution

E/ECA/CM.8/L.24 - Silver Jubilee Anniversary of the Economic Cornmi.ssion for

Africa - operative paragraph 1).




