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The Hetional Environment Commission

Formation - 0 U0 T T o S

1. Decree No. 73—31 of ”f Jhnuh:y 1973 csthbll¢hes the Natlonhl 3nv1ronnent Cormission
to deal w1th ali. 1uest10ns related to the 1nprovement of 11v1ng condltlons, to the
protection of nature znd the humen env1ronnent in bener'\l

2. The act1v1t1es of thls Conn1331on are -carried out on’ the 1n1t1;t1ve ‘of the . ,
Minister of ﬁlgnnlp who is also the co—ordinating authority. The termms of reference
are brodd and httcnpt to cover national and globc1 environmentzl concerns. The - .
Secretary-General to the ﬂ“tlonul invironment: Commission- is- appointed’ by Preszdentlgl
decree,

3. Composition of the Nutlonal'gnv1ronment Comm1531on is representatlve of all
bovernnent departments and d15c1plines. o

The Hutlonul mavironment Commission has formed four sub-commlttees.

(2). . The terms of -reference of ‘the uub—commlttees

" .- The sub-committee for the Protectlon hnd the Munagement of Sites.:
is called upon to study ana'sugbest mezns of action for the: preserVutlon
. of natural‘sites and of .the trualtlonal phtrlmony from the 5010nt1flc,
culttural ;nd tourlst p01nts of view. R

(b) The sub-comnlttee for the Monegement of -Natural kesources ond the -

Fight zgainst Pollution 'is called upon to review the measures requlred -
to ‘secure thé manegement and maintenance of the natural resources, and in -
particular the measures to be adopted in order to arrest .soil degradutlon,

.+ erisure the régenération of. forests and uv01d their disorderly exploltutlon,

© .'to control the chemical and bacturlologch1 pollution- of rlvcrs,-undcrground
water, rescrvoirs, the coast anid L goonsy: to.ensure cn. ¢fficient protectidn
and a rational exploitation of the sea-bed. This sub-committee consists of a
group on Forestzry and & group on. ¥ater iesources.. Membership to- these'is very
broad and not exclusive. -However, one gets the 1mpress1on that everybody

- ortds 1nvolved but nobody is comn1tted Y

(c) “The- Sub—commlttcﬁ of Industrlgllyatlon is chlled upon to propose measures regquired
to integrate environmental poliicies into the global ones of Development znd in
purtlcular to reconcils short-term growth with the preucrvution'df natural -
resources, mhlS Sub-conmlttee is also responsible for-the réview of 1ndustr1u1
prOJeCtS from’ the point of view of. the protection of. the environment end of -
untl—pollutlon norms which. could und should be 1mposed on operutlng enterprises.
It clso devotas its attention to ‘the effects -on- the Dovelopment -of the Ivory
Coast of anti-pollutidn measures in the developed countries and of measures
which could be adopted at the intermational level, in particuler, those conccrnlnb
the possibilities of a decentralization of. 1ndustr1hl activities in the Ivory
Coast, ' Finglly, the possibiiity could compete with ‘synthetic’ products which’
are polluting or which no longer satisfy foreign demand.
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(d) The Sub-committec for Docunentation iraining and Infermation is called upon
to gather :3levant docunentation < scientific reseaich on nuisances,  the -ecow
logiocul euuilibrium, the fight cgeinst the poliution of the environment, to
supervise the training as environments] Specialists and to propose the - -
measures regiired to make the public aware of.environmental broblems,

The The Commission s well as the Sub—committees can consult with apd solicit
pemmenent cooperation with Gaovernment Serviqes,.st&tal, para-stetal and private

institutions end, in general, with:any;gérsdﬁzegpected to facilitate their work,

The Priority sction Programme of the Nationai Environment.Commission

The Sub—committee for the protection and Minagement of 3ites:

4e Its oction programme is based essentizlily on two priorities, namely.the'pfotection
of the environment in the rural habitat end the protection of trees and the flora
in generczl, _ .

5. The protection af the environment in the rural habitat shoulq secure. better . living
conditions for the rural population by“providing-guarantéés fcr décent_housing,-acceptable
conditions of hygiene angd corfort . for the preservation of the naturai beauty nf the
environment, the culture;~origina1ity'énd the harmony of day-to—day life, The immedizte
purpose is to make an inventory of -the initiatives taken in' the rurel sector, analyse
identified obstacles, study existing Projects and promote the efforts,

6. To this end, the Regional 'und for gurdl Devg;opmentJC?RAﬁ) has-léunched‘a'
brogramme cimed et defining 2" policy ' of ‘rural habitst in collaboration with the RNETD.
The project started ot the end of 1974 end had Senougou zng Malinke regions as its

main beneficiaries. When the mission visited the Ivory Coast, this project seemed to
have finanéialfdifficulties, apperently due to inadenuste budgetary planning, . 4 request
for assistance moy be submitted to the tnited Nation's foundaticia for Humen Settlements
and fHabitzt in order o reactivate the projeci, T : S .

7. the action programme of the Sub-committee is supported by an sssistance project

of assistance with AV3 (4uthority for the Bandanz. Valiey) withih the framework of. its
programie of self-help housing since 1975. The two unpp projects in 4uestion, should,

in Principle, merge as from the end of 1976 (references made to new pProjections concerning
the UNDP progremme for 1977-1981), - e Demee e e S

8. The Uwzmp mission visited the two projects ond discussed, at length,'with'ghg-:{
project staff, the possibilities of cooperation with the Foundation with a view; to .
Launching & programme of self-hely housing coveriig the-entire country, ‘This =
Jrogremme hes, from thie outset, the support of BNDL (National Jank for fericultural
Jevelopment), but it wily Probebly not be possible to start it without external financicl
issistance, - . : ' - S

7« The protection of trees énd the flora in general in the towns as well as in the
illages constitutes the second priority, :

-~
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VULH rable neturul resources - namely tbe ltboons and forests.'”‘
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The Sub-committees for the Menapement of Hatural Resources and the - ... ...
"1bbt against Pollu:ion-

10 ThlS Sub-connlttee GlVES flrst nrlorlty to tho protectlon of the two most

11, The Sua—connxtten is nartlculprty concenned Ulth the pollutlon of  the lugoons
i the Ibld,jt.n rc~1on :nd its effect on public-health, / sanitaztion programne has'
been 1mp1em9nted 4in cooperatlon with UNDP.and IHO.. It-has been foliowed up by an
encrgéncy operation by UNDP/IDRD for the protection’ of the Nay of Cocody end Bistri
lagoon, Furthermore, this emergency project covers a study undertaken by the Centre

of Oceanographic 3Research with a view.to .determining . the effects ‘of urbtnlzatlon and’
town Aesetrch with a.view to determlnlnb.the effects of urbanization and town R
planning on the, development of the lagoon.environment. - ‘These* two' complemcntary pro ram-
mes should make it possible to define the measures required to preserve the résoupces
and the uality of the lagoons. The Sub-cormittee has been dlrected to &Solst the
Govemment euthorities in- prepgrlnb for such metsures. :

In the southern strt of the Ivory'cotst the forests hgve shaped the way of llfé'
ond the treditions of the poople for centuries, Today, they contribute towards the
progress of the Ivorien economy by the. provision-of timber for the forest—pcste
1nqustrles.. dcologlcallv the.forest. provides 2 - screeﬁ, protectlnb the s0il from ero sion,
enha501ng 1ts renewal os well.as: establlshlng ar hydro-thermlc“equlllbrlum. This naturtl
equilibrium is now threstened by the progressive interferéncé of fMen in the forest
resulting in a reduction of timber production, of ths regenerative capacity of the
soil and the disturbance of the hydraulic-cycle, -For a long ‘tide, a reglementation”
concernlng‘tﬁe classification and exploitation -of forest rGSOurceS prOhlblted itinerary
sogriculture; . thus msking the protectisn’ of- the forést possible. Recently however, "
several clessified forests hove been allocated to agriculture; 'It is tliéFefore of the
utmost importance that the Sub-committec continues to encourage the Sovernment uuthorltles
to .protect and prescrve the forest and ito: 3116w the recomsienc-.tions déf the ‘
station at Tai (Institute of Tropical Zéolpiy ) “which has' just been opened.; g
13. The legislation concerning water resources represents & third priority., There
18 = decree dated § iarch 1971 which makes provisions for the management of water
resources in former French est Africa. This decree wes followed by a ministerizl
directive (Airrété d'hpplication No. 95 29TP of 15 December 1953) conceming underground
water and by decree Ho. 68-3528 of 7 Noveuber 1968 rebulatlnb the provision, preservation
and utilisation of water resources in the ibidjen r gion. It is therefore necessary
to readjust this leblslttlon to the prevailing CondltIOﬁS‘ To this effect, a request
for assistance has been submitted to UNEP for implementation in due course by
the authorities concemed,

i%. Finally, the pollution of the territorial waters and the beaches by hydro-
carbons also forms part of the priority programme of interest to the sub-committee,
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Sub—committee for Industrialization , e

15. This Committec is geared to the problems of industriel poilution, Tt identifies
various categories of industricl effluents relevant to existing.and future .industrial.
prOJects, ‘analyses their effects and proposes technical and .legal measures while comment -
ing upon the costs and ,uvantages of these methods to the netional economy and the well-
being of the pO?Ul;thﬂ. fnother objective is to-improve the.guality of the industriai .
enviromaent and identify the means. of: arriving st such improvements in ‘cooperation

with the worklng groups chlled upen, to exariine the 1eflslgt10n concernlng the water
resources and the lagoons in the fbldJin reblon.; : :

16, The Sub-committes is &lso trylnb to make the student in schools awareof -
environmental matters by orbﬁnlsln conpetions, gomes eotc. A drawing contest among -
school children was orgenised b»fore the Invironment Jeek on env1r0nmental thenes. -
'”he w1nners were offered & trip around the nountry. :

S

17. Turther, the W1nlstny of udum.tlon's 1ntercs» in vnv1ronmentg1 problems should

be pointed ocut, The Minister recentlf suggested that problems related to the environment
und to oollutlon should be included in thc blology and ecology classes at all levels.

18, ' The .IVvth. Sub-committee further 1ntengs to set up a Nhtlonul Lissociation to-e.

be entitled” "youvh and Hature!, This fssociation will-have the task of making the

& publlc huare 6f "the importance of the protection of neture Ly undertaklng prLctlcal
*uctlons us a contrlbutlon to the national effort. .

19,  nother Ldsx of the ouD—comnlttce consists of maklng an 1nventory of the legal
texts regarding the protection of the environment as well as preparing a bibliograply.

of studles and rescarch useful to the Nutional Env1ronnent Commission and- other Lbenclos
for thelr future act1v1t1es.

“ 20, Tt is also in chhrbe of relhtlons on nehglf of the Notsonal 3nv1ronnent homm1351on
with mtematlong_ org‘..rus_.,lon.a, pc.rtlculg_r_:_y UNEP, : :
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Nemes of people contacted

1. - Mr. Jean-Cluude PETITPIERXE, Représentant Résident du PNUD, D.pP, 1747, ADIDJIN
2y Mr. Georges Makovsky, ideprésentant Résidgnt £djoint du PNUD,

3. Mr. imest N%IX10, Chargé ces relations UNDP/LDIDJAN - PNUZ

Lo Mr. Mortial Pierre BOUJASSON, Directeur du pProjet PNUD, IVC 74/001
d'assistance & 1'AVD dans son programme &'iuto—Construction fissistée

5. Mr. Léon TAHON, Directeur-idjoint du Projet PNUD - IVC 74/001

6. Mr. Julio SILVL, Architecte, Directeur du Projet PNUD 73/009 d'zssistance
au Ponds Régional d'fiction Rurale (FRAR)

7. Mr. Mohamed DOUZID, Ingénieur, Directeur de l: Société "£G3O-PROMOTION",
Conseiller Techniyue 3 la Banque Africaine de véveloppenent

8. Mr. ghalilow 5ALL, Directeur des Opéretions - Danque Africcine de
Développement

9. Mr. Mounir ROUALLEGUE, Directcur de 1'/dministration et du Personnel,
BanQue ifricaine de Développement

10.  Mr. L. D0OSS0, Directeur de la Division des Projets, Danyue ffricaine de
Dévelommement

1l.  Mr. Mousse KEITA, Directeur de la Dangue Nationale de Développenent
Lgricole (MNDA)

12.  Mr, Michel CHRETIZN, Conseiller Techniyue 2 1a Bengue Nationale d'Bpargne
et de Crédit (B.N.E.o.)

13.  Mr. Duon 3ipI4, Directeur de la DAT/R, Secrétaire Général de 1o Commission
Nationale de 1'Environnement

14, Mr, Darthelemy /IMAT, Socio-économiste, Sous-Commission de la
Protection et de 1'/iménagement des Sites, C,N.I,

15.  Mr. Edgard BOUTILIE, Urbaniste, jous—Commission de 1o Protection
et de 1'Aménagement des Sites, C.N.E.

16.  Mr. tbdou VIIY¥RL, Directeur de la pisciculture, S.EPEWN.,
Président de 12 Sous-Commission de 1'iménugenment des essources
Naturelles et de 1o Lutte contre la roliution, C,N.&E,

17.  Mr, Bertin HOVO, Directeur de l'Dnvironnement Industriel au
Secrétariat d'Etet chargé des Mines, Président de 1a Sous-
Commission du Développement et de l'Industrialisation, C.N.E,

18,  Mr. sidi ychia Ti/NON, Inspecteur Général du Ministdre de 1'Educction
Nationale, Président de 1o Sous~Commission de 1a Documentation,
de la Fomation et de itInfomation, C.M,.2,

19.  Mr. Gérard SOURNIL, Géogrephe, Lesponseble de 1a Sous-Commission de 1o
Docunentation, de 1a Formation et de 1'Informztion, C,N.3.

20,  Pere ALIDE, chargé de i'smimation Rurcle, DAT/R

2l. Mr. Sylvain JAMET, agro-économiste, DATIR

2Z2.  Mr. Michel N'GUESSMN, Directeur de le Protection ce Ia Nature
(Pures et &éserves) - B,P. V178 LDIDJAU

23+ Dr. Dalla {3TT4, Directeur de la Recherche Scientifijue

24.  Mr. N'guessan KZNGA, Sous-Directeur de la TFormation et de 1= Plenification,
Ministere de la Recherche Scientifisue

25+ Mr. T. OLLAVARIETA, Conseiller Techniyuc, Direction de 1!'Urbanisme
20, Mr. Raphael MN'GUESS/N, journaliste, Mfroternité Matinn,





