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REPORT ON THE IMPACT OF THE

"YEAR OF CARTOGRAPHY IN AFRICA"

1. The fifth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa (UNRCCA)

which was held in Cairo, Egypt, from 28 February to 7 March 1983 adopted

resolution 13(V) which, in its operative; paragraphs:

"1- Recommends that the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa,

in collaboration with that of the Organization of African Unity, should

take the necessary steps before 1984 to declare 1986 as the "Year of

Cartography in Africa";

"2. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, the African Association

of Cartography and all regional organizations to prepare the programme

of activities for 1986 and to use all means at their disposal to implement

this project."

2. The ECA Conference of Ministers, at its 229th meeting, held at the

Commission's headquarters in Addis Ababa on 2 May 1983, endorsed the report

of the fifth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa (UNRCCA)

and all the resolutions contained therein and, by virtue of operative paragraph

7 of its resolution 476 (XVIII) 1/ declared 1986 as the "Year of Cartography

in Africa". The proclamation was further endorsed by the United Nations General

Assembly late in 1934. Thereafter, the Executive Secretary of the Economic

Commission for Africa {ECA) conveyed the relevant part of ECA Conference of

Ministers resolution 476 (XVIII) to the Secretary-General of the Organization

of African Unity (OAU) for implementation by the OAU Council of Ministers.

Subsequently, the forty-first ordinary session of the OAU Council of Ministers,

held in Addis Ababa, from 25 February to 5 March 1985, adopted resolutions

CM/Res.983 (XLI) 2/ declaring 1986 as the "Year of Cartography in Africa".

3. Following these actions and, in order to ensure effective administrative

and technical preparations for the activities to mark the Year, a Regional

Organizing Committee was set up in January 1985, and the Executive Secretary

of the Economic Commission for Africa and the Secretary-General of the

Organization of African Unity formally ratified it. in June .1985 whose

composition comprised representatives from OAU (as Chairman); ECA (Co-Chairman)

and (Secretary); AAC (first Vice-chairman); Ethiopia (second Vice-chairman);

and African Remote Sensing Council and Commission for Geodesy in Africa as

(Members).. ......

1/ "7. Endorses in particular resolution 13(V) of the fifth United

Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa on the declaration of

a year for cartography in Africa, and accordingly declares 1986 as the "Year

of Cartography in Africa".

2/ See annex.



E/ECA/CM.13/18

Page 2

4. The Committee was charged, inter alia, with responsibilities that would

lead to the attainment of the following goals:

(a) Establishment- of national cartographic institutions where they do

not exist as a positive : step in achieving the objectives of the Lagos Plan

of Action? •- - '

{b) Strengthening of ■national surveying, mapping and remote sensing

departments, as well as all other institutions engaged in resources development

and conservation;

(c) Improvement of cartographic including remote sensing literacy among

all nationals; ..' • .

: (d) Arousing the awareness of all citizens and, in particular, policy-

ana decision-makers, of the need for proper inventory of our natural resources

endowment with a view to developing, rationally utilizing and conserving them

against wreckless exploitation;

(e)■: Education of our young generation in employing appropriate technology

of surveying and mapping, as an input into the solution of. problems that have

long impeded our economic development despite our abundant natural endowments;

and to be able to make contributions to other fields of study and research

aimed at judiciously exploiting and developing those natural resources for

the benefit.of African peoples;

(f) For member States to rate high among their national priorities their

surveying and mapping including remote sensing institutions and to provide

them with adequate budgetary means, so that they may be able to respond

effectively to their cartographic and remote sensing needs-.

Activities of the Regional Organizing Committee, for the Year

of Cartography in Africa

5. In pursuance of its mandate, the Committee held its inaugural meeting on

7 June 1985 at which it took the decision that each member Government of OAU

and * ECA should be urged to set up national committees to undertake such

activities as they considered worthwhile to;commemorate auspiciously the Year.

Each national committee, whose composition was left to the discretion, of the

government concerned, was expected, among other undertakings, to:

(a) Implement ECA Conference of Ministers resolution 476 (XVIII) 3/

and OAU Council of Ministers resolution CM/Res.983 (XLI) 4/ proclaiming 1986

as the Year of Cartography in Africa;

3/ See footnote I/.

4/ See annex.
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(b) Serve as a focal point for the activities of the regional and national

organizing committees for the Year;

(c) Formulate, and be responsible for the organization of, the activities

for the commemoration of the Year; arid

<d Conduct publicity campaigns at global and continental level.

6. Prom the time of its inaugural meeting to the end of March 1986, -the Regional

Organizing Committee devoted exclusively most of its activities to mapping
out strategies that would bring home to ' the general public, decision- and

policy-makers alike, the message of the Year: "Cartography and Remote Sensing

for Development in Africa". These culminated in the General Secretariat of
the Organization of African Unity sending notes verbales (ESCAS/EA.12/336.86)

to all member States through the established channels, inviting their attention

to ECA resolution 476 (XVIII) and OAU resolution CH/Res.983 (XLI) on the Year
of Cartography in Africa and calling upon them to establish effective

collaboration with the Regional Organizing Committee to ensure the success

of the activities for the Year as well as realization of the intended

objectives.

7. The Year was officially and auspiciously launched on 9 May 1906 in the
office of the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity through
a joint press release which was subsequently given wide publicity throughout
Africa. The release urged all African governments, especially their heads

of survey institutions/departments to become personally involved in the
organization of their respective national committees which were commissioned

to line up befitting activities to mark the Year.

8. The programmed activities of the Regional Organizing Committee were only
partially achieved because of the lack of budgetary allocations which resulted

in serious curtailment of planned missions to assist in the establishment
of national committees and providing backstopping necessary in enhancing their

performance. Notwithstanding this setback, full advantage was taken of the
few missions that were undertaken to member countries in the course of

implementation of other projects in Benin, Burkina Faso, -Mali, Kenya and
Swaziland to sensitize heads of national survey and mapping institutions urging

them to face up to the challenge expected of them in the implementation of

the Lagos Plan of Action. Noteworthy among such missions were three, two

to the Regional Centre for Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing,
Nairobi, Kenya and the third to the Regional Centre for Training in Aerial

Surveys, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. At these meetings, the Executive Secretary of
ECA himself urged the representatives of member States attending the meetings

of the Governing Councils of the two Centres to ensure that their Governments

establish, as quickly as possible, national committees and undertake

commemorative activities that would bring home the message underlying the
theme: "Cartography and Remote Sensing for Economic Development in Africa".
Worthy of mention also is that the African Association of Cartography assisted

greatly in sensitizing members of the Association as well as other international

cartographic agencies within and outside Africa on the Year of Cartography

in Africa.
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9. As part of the commemorative activities at regional level, three keynote

addresses were delivered during the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic

Conference for Africa by highly placed African scholars in the earth sciences

on topics ranging from manpower development and cartography and remote sensing

in Africa; "cartography and development"; and "geography use of cartography

for resource development". ,.

Impact of, the Year ,,,

10. At the time of preparing this report, only eight countries of member

States ; had rendered accounts of the commemorative activities undertaken by

them :to mark the "Year of Cartography and Remote Sensing for Development".

The late commencement of the activities could be attributed to many 'factors,,

chief- among which were difficulty in getting organized at national level to

form committees and lack of budgetary provisions for planned activities

subsequently.,

11. It was for these reasons that the commemoration of the Year had been

extended to April 1987 to give room for ongoing activities and those still

in the offing by December 1986 to be completed. It is premature, therefore,

to give a realistic assessment of the impact of the Year which was just through

with half of the time alloted for its commemoration.

12. Judging by the information received from the few member States that

earmarked days for their celebrations of the Year and mounted exhibits in

their countries, one could come to the unmistakable conclusion that "1986"

had marked a milestone in the history of surveying and mapping, including

remote sensing in Africa. The awareness of the member States had been better

aroused than in the past and a consciousness equally created of the role which

cartography and remote sensing play in their socio-economic development.

Moreover, during the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference

for,. Africa, heads of delegations, from member States had reported on their

governments' efforts to strengthen their .national cartographic and remote

sensing institutions; at least one had sought assistance from ECA and OAU

member States, , the international community to establish its national

institution. .

13. This report which had been based largely on the activities of the Regional

Organizing Committee for the Year, ECA and a few reports from national

committees stressed nothing more, in the meantime, than a bold attempt at

implementing faithfully the resolutions of the ECA Conference of Ministers

and, the. Council of Ministers of . OAU on the commemoration of 1986 as the "Year

of Cartography in Africa". ■
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Annex

CM/Res.983 (XLI); Resolution on the Year of. Cartography in Africa

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity meeting in

its forty-first ordinary session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 25 February

to 5 March 1985,

Having noted that cartography and remote sensing techniques are the bedrock

of a planned economy and form the basis for natural resources inventory,

exploration, exploitation and rational utilization which are the essential

ingredients for the dynamic, economic and social development of Africa,

Mindful of the urgent need to take positive actions towards the strengthening

of national cartographic and related institutions through provision of the

required budgets and recognition:

1. Notes with satisfaction the steps already taken by the ECA Conference

of Ministers to proclaim 1986 Year of Cartography in Africa;

2. Endorses the principle behind the declaration of the Year of

Cartography by the African Association of Cartography and, accordingly,

proclaims 1986 as the "Year of Cartography in Africa"?

3» Requests the Secretary-General a.i. of the OAU to establish effective

collaboration with the Executive Secretary of ECA with a view to ensuring

the success of activities for the Year and to take necessary actions that

will ensure the realization of the intended objectives?

4- Urges member States to give all necessary support to regional and

national organizing committees as well as to activities planned for the

commemoration of the Year of Cartography in their respective countries.




