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Genesis of the Network

The idea of networking is not new. The ECA's science and technology activities during the last

10 years have promoted networking through numerous conferences, meetings, seminars, workshops and

through interacting with member States in various ways, including in-country missions. However, in

1996-1997 the idea of launching an electronic network originated with the rapid access of African

countries to the Internet and was developed around the following parameters:

♦ the network would connect science and technology policy-making institutions and policy

makers in Africa. It would not be a network of scientists;

♦ membership would be open as far as possible and visitors would have unrestricted access.

Access to mailing lists and to electronic conferences would be moderated;

♦ networking would be done through the Internet to take advantage of existing infrastructure

and connexion in member States (around 45 countries are connected);

♦ the core of the network would be a Web site, within the ECA site, providing various

information to science and technology policy-making institutions and policy-makers, and

providing interaction facilities between members;

♦ databases would be maintained and put on-line. They would include useful science and

technology documents, reports of conferences and other meetings, bibliographies, policy

briefs, bulletins, resolutions, protocols, management tools, potential consultants, potential

donors, courses, etc., and current and upcoming events in science and technology in

Africa;

♦ the network would be used for interactive meetings on topics of interest in science and

technology, for providing information and answers on request on science and technology

policies and for providing advice and assistance to member States;

♦ the cost of connecting the focal points of science and technology in member States would

be around one million US dollars (50 x $20,000) and the cost of developing and

maintaining the web site, the databases and the network would cost around $100,000 a

year.

Agreement to constitute the Network

The Experts Group Meeting on Science and Technology held in February in Addis Ababa agreed

the formation of the ECA Science and Technology Network (ESTNET) for Africa. It agreed that the

network would be highly focused on food security and sustainable development and operating within the

nexus transition. It also agreed that outputs of other network initiatives be given careful consideration

for the benefit of the ECA network and that donor organisations could be allowed to join the network as

long as the membership of such donors does not jeopardize the objective of the network.

Launching of the Network

The network was officially launched with the participants as the initial members of the network.

However, a majority of members still do not have full access to the Internet although accessibility will
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certainly improve in the coming montiis. A Steering Committee was constituted with representative(s)

from each subregion and two major subregional organizations: Professor Refaat Chaabouni (Northern

Africa); Dr Samuel Muchena (Southern Africa); Dr Beyene Kebede (Eastern Africa); Dr David Mbah

(Central Africa); Dr Banji O. Oyeyinka (Western Africa); Dr Ndiaga Mbaye (CORAF); and Dr Ousmane

Kane (ARCT).

Members requested the ECA to:

♦ facilitate the development of distributed databases to be made available on the Internet and
accessible by Network members and other stakeholders for updating and use;

♦ develop a web page for hosting information from Network members, ECA itself as well

as regional and subregional organizations concerned with the issues;

♦ facilitate the creation of an electronic discussion group to enable Network members and

stakeholders exchange information on-line and discuss matters related to their activities;

♦ provide e-mail services, computing facilities, and training to Network members to develop

databases and participate in an electronic discussion group.

The resources to carry out these activities are not available at present.

Short term perspectives

In the months ahead the network could concentrate on two activities:

1. Members of the Steering Committee, assisted by a consultant, could clarify the concept of

the network, draft a full project proposal and, with the ECA, look for funds to increase

connectivity and develop and maintain the network

2. ECA could launch some basic functions of the network, the web site, some databases, and

a USER GROUP (a Discussion Group or a Chat Room) for the purpose of networking,

communicating and conferencing. These activities would be carried out in collaboration

and partnership with the Development Information Services Division (DISD). Given the

limited resources of the FSSDD in science and technology this would require a review of

priorities and the work programme.

The Advisory Board is hereby invited to note above and propose immediate next steps for

a full launch of the Network.


