"iQCi L COUNCIL

[ SR——

TN R Y P
L(W’;,f?\iawjfﬁgim
A\g\&é ;i’:} .

ECONOMIG COI\MISSION FOR AFRIGA ™
Third Session
Provisional Agend.a Item 5 (g)

e g o,

(7o O

Distr.
GENERAL

IE/GN 14/71

1 Novem‘ber 1960

| ORIGINAL: ENGLISE

DOCUMENTS OFFICE

(LR Copyl

NO TO BE TAKEN ouT

THE EFFECTS OF URBANIZATION ON -

FAMILY LIFE IN AFRICA

Prepared by the United Nations Secretariat

60-1133




: In#rqd:.;gtiol;,_ IR

) 11ves “ag. 2. single Worklnw‘unlt. In nany 1nstances 1n Af.'

'gThelr tenure 1n the clty is not sure, and thelr life 1s spllt between twovworlds. I

'_and broken marrla

| o T rgen

"‘.";.

The movemenf from v111age to 01ty produces a radlcal change in the famlly,mraced

. w1th new phy31ca1 surroundlngs, with new JObS, strange new laws, and a hlghly 1ncreased

‘tempo “of. llfe, the famlly members are forced to develop new roles and ever. a Aew, set

‘of h&blﬁs. Famlly members go o' work on d;l.fferent ,}Obs, ami the i‘amlly no. 1onger

‘ mims’“

cases where the WEge earner goes to the 01ty and leaves hls Pamlly 1n the'vllla

‘the famlly is Ut under the straln of separatlon. ,
The 1mm1grants to the 01t1es may be ﬁlVld@d 1nto three broad groups- Qﬁmﬁ:ried
‘congugal famlly conslstlng oF : husband w1fe, and chlldren. Thls paner 1s eongerned. -

prlmarlly w1th the thlrd the of famlLy ‘a8 1t SUruggles to make an elfectlve

: adaustmen% 1n the Jurban. world. Tts: struggles are ma&e more dlfflcult by the fact

that- close frlends and relatlves|have been left behlnd. The famlly 1s radumea to

the small congu al, or'"nuclear" unlt c,und must learn to survzve 1arge1y thrcugh

' 1ﬁs own efforts. i R

'A Instablllty and Nbladjuctment

One of the dlsorganlzlng effects of urbanlzatlon ig seeh 1n hlvh dlvorce rates

gés.' A study of Senegal 1n 1958 shows 121 lees to eve:y 100

marrled mén, and ﬁhat for every 100 marrled men, 1?5 marrlagES were-contraoted durlng B

thelr llfetlme. Among every 100 marrled men there had boek 50° dlvorcesfﬂﬁ

*'.'
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womer a.typical éroup offlOD'aNeragedfiZ7‘ﬁaffiages; In Thids the survey showéd'that_'

over 30 ner cent. of the mei had dlvorced‘at 1east once, 8. pom, cent thce, an& 5 per

}oent threeftlmes} )

glves o an. 1def ésyto the size. of the “newnomer“ broblema & sﬁudy of Jlnaa,ﬁkﬁ“;{&ﬁyﬁ
'Whe?@ fhérp are recegtly develonea cotton Mllls, shows tnat ”T per cenﬁ of the %LLLﬁﬁf
have'’ llvéd in the town lesa than four Vears.; uuch 1nstab111ﬁy Of 1156 OBV1ously swig?;-n
.places 8 straln upon fanllles mnd calls 1c‘m:' communlty a581stance “to replace the farmer‘nn
village-family type of . Supporta - ;;ﬁ:.;  3 gF:%t‘;\! 3g?g;ﬁ.é§f;bﬁ;;fﬁs e b
leferences in the 5001a1 ;ufuctﬁre from one reg&on to ancther must be con51dered [

in understandlng the Droblem of famlly stablllty-! In Senegal thére 15 great ethnlc

varleﬁy, Wlth the 01t1es and tOWﬂo serv1ng a8, penterg @f cuitural unlflcatlon. The A

stablllty of.’ many famllles 1s affected bJ thls braader culturél process, In Centra‘

r

and East AleCa thewe 1s a contlnued ebb_hnd Ilow between ﬁown and country, whlch 15 ;‘.

N -‘ R F

related t0° tha process of amPIOJment. Many workers T imgd dame ﬁo the cltles underr

admlnlstratlve pressure, or to pay taxes, or 31mp1y follow1ng the example of.others.

In any case they come to the cities with no thought of estah}ishigg.there a péfmaneht:-
famlly home ® R . T

In the Repuhllc of Cengu ah increasé in’ marrlabe 1nqt1b111ty was found to ‘e due

' nartly to “contraot marrlagﬁgﬂ e +hose whlcb 1asted only durlng the nerlod of 8, wage

earner! s employment cpntract Chrlstlan marrlages celebrated 1n accordanqe w;ths

.
oustomary law proved Jmore. successful bhan other marrlages. The &ecree abollshmb -




oi‘ monoganw a:nd the 'bradltlonal f.‘am.ly system.' The modern :Ldea. oif,maxrmge :':anolvmg




' for Chrlstlan famllles than for Moslems.
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©eBf.oweidgmai o éoc B, oChanges in Family S’cructure

There 1s & larger percentage of melee then females 1n the olﬁles. Thls, coupled

tha, for the men._ : A‘t Lagos‘. -11;

" \'

-small nuolear famllles, 52 per oent 1noluded one add1t10nal person and 27 per oent

! two ad&ltlonal gersons. As regerds female fertlllty, women over the age of 20 had an

i

r:'__E' I ! "‘“:-:,-

' -average of 4 99 ohaldren. The nuni;t:er of l:.vmg ohlldren per -woman is sllghtly h:l.gher

Mbre marked varlatlons are related to the soolal and oocupatlonal status of the

bl T E
+ | vt

'-husband. For example famllles of foremen average 3 2 chaldren, farmers and flshermen

L;l._, ,- \,_.,,

E 2 4, senlor non—manual workers and Offlclals 2 7, and the 11beral professaons 2 3!;u

----- B '\,.‘\! e

:unskilled and domestlc uorkers 2 1, and traﬁere 2 06. Junlor nonemanual uorkers arﬁ

dLEL SHIOIME N o S

offlclals show the lowest average of 1 l. The average member of ohlldren per male 1s

2.4 for mﬂnogamous husban&s and 3. 4 for polygamous husbands. :". ¥

-.3_‘}.:

In Freetown, most of thewtrlbal elements 11ve in nuclear famllles, the average

R RS SR

'-sxze of famzlles belng 3 9. mOut of 269 households studled only 6 ;ncluded mqre than

T L,

e R TO I BT R S L S

| one’ nuclear famlly. The average number of adults Was 1 4 men? 1 5 women, Q »5 male.

st ot

t*ohlldren and 0 7 female chlldren. 42 per oent of the Creole households had femele
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fumlly héads, Wh:l.lm“only 14 ‘péiv cen'b fs” he' tmbai housoholds had fem:alo heads. :

In Ea.st .Ai’rlca ‘e towns b ahnoxmalﬂ.nr Fou chlldren. In Kampa.la T

: Dernentage of‘chzldren{under oﬁe year Fo % é Wwas' 1 5 in the most thlckly populated )

'Afrlcan quarter. In one suburb of Kampala more than half of the households 1ncluded

-only one or two persons. But 1n the Gopper Belt of Nbrthern.Rhode91a the fertlllty

'rate per adult WOman 1n urban areas is higher than the rural:fertzllty rate. At

gliv1ngstoﬁe o'f 53

’In‘thaﬂsame;ageagéu

‘déuﬁl}.’yi'in,-ftﬁé-'éé'oimﬁfy. | In the. Copper Belt, 16 g vent of the Shi1ar

*flxved apart from their mothers.

urban llfa. It 19 affeeteﬁ hqwever, hy réllgmo

QAt Dakar farmers and flshermen (307) an& tradesmen'(4

“_show 4 hlgher

'than average proportlon of polygamous marrlage. Comparlng unskllled workers, foremen,




mlgratlon to an urban area._im‘m_;_ ;;,fJgiﬁt-J~3m‘«ag
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. In 2. monsy eeonomy the practloe of. “brlde ‘price". presents problems. The

brlde prlce has often praved:t pbe pfh‘ib‘t' eiand const;tutes,for young nieh an

1nsuperable obstaole to marrlage to the woman of thglr ChOlchw Slnce in: the towns‘v

P 1d by the young man hlmself and not hls famlly the hrlde prloe no longer

rlage ceremonw 1t;elf is g oostly;affalr whlch often“entalls

In Central Afrlca urban marrlages are marked by the dlsappearance of one of - the .

'most essentlal features of rural tradltlon&l marrla 28 e that of the servzces the

S i

3 young husband used to glve to hls fatheruln-law.ﬁ These qre replaced by a: caah

: paarment. In Northern Rhodes:La., for examnle, ma:orlage 1n1t1atlon rites rarely surv:l.ve

H'- In Senegalese towns there lS 2 general tendency ards 1nd1v1aua1 ch01ce-o

mates. Among certain trlbes the consent of the parents is stlll essentlal for the

Qholce of g flrSt Wlfeb & consent vhich. does: not nEOESSarlly i contra:y to tha e
"T :".‘ oy

1nd1v1dua1 ch01ce. Ethn;c endogamy 1s no. longer a,prlnclple ‘but’ remalns a respected

TN

tradltlon amcng people who have recently moved: to fwns, and: may account forian

_ahnormally hlgh number of bachelors in the populatlon‘ - vagzﬁ;;“_;a';fiﬁ.ﬁﬁ

] Another new element 1n the choice of g Wlfe ig, fhat:of Jthe . educaﬁldn of women o

and thelr adoptlon of western ways.r Thls facto :;srmostly apparent amang membérs of
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Sometlmes the religious problem.arlseu, since manylmf the educated ”lrls are Ghrl tlan.

- In Slerra,Leone, there is an 1ncrea51nﬁ trend towardzexogamaus narrluges w1th

members of. the neaghkourzng trlbes._

Anoﬁheri wtor n the choxce of a Wlfe 1s the

d651re?o§;§§g§Fgﬁupate@”hhusba“

" hisg sogia}gpoaitiqn.. Sueh woman rarelJ ex1st 1n some‘reglonf

men or women to return to thelr aresa of ovlrln for marrlage.; In the second marrLabe

‘ronvly es%abllshed then others.‘

the famlly group ]poncerneq. Suchg_nions are more or less unstable.

( .

Inter#g%hnic

Vhen marrlageq ave COﬂtracted?ln o
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.. G- The'ew Role for Women. -

;Sﬁrve&eﬂeendudfed*in"Seﬁegalese towns revealed the 1ncreae1ng number of

"nuclear" famllles composed ef husband, w1fe, and chlldren only. Thle femlly

unfortunately 1s not accompanled hy a new type of femlly sollderlty, for the

, As ‘a consequence, some

wives tend to become lazy and apathetlo, or to eek dletractl

and poor 11v1n condltlone. e '

°ands of rapld 3001al change.‘ Zhereae the v1llage elders used to brlng up. the
chlldren and look after thelr eeonomlc and Splrltual welfare, thig task suddenly falls

te the mother who ag unorepared for 1t How can ehe prepare chlldrep for a- world she

communlfy eerv1ces, 1nc1ud1nﬂ.counee111n and adult educatlon.: In the Congo many of

the "evoiuee", reallzln thelr Owh’ 1nadequacy to resolve the ntoblem oF. chlld tralnlng -

under new, modern condltlone; rely on schools or outh movemente ér that nurnosea S

H0wever these 1nstltutlonq reach only & small nercentabe of urban youth |
The emergehce of. the ”nuclear" famllv 1s partly due to the fact'that polygamy o

ig becomlng gneconomlc in whan sreas. Vi%'ie only emong_eeniqr-empleyees*eﬁd'bffieieie;i:.

and amoﬁg ieaehers and memberejefﬁbfher_libe%ei.ﬁrefeeeioﬁe that - there ie a deéeelfe

trend among'yOUng-COUplee to choose monogamy. Wnen llv1nv 1n towne acqulre a .
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' Pa.ge9 Crne wEL

' westermzed emo*blonal outlook to Whlch men flo not 'b' ct.

Ef TG

In West Afrlca a. survey 1nd3.cated. that ‘the companlonshlp 1d.ea.l between .

__:spouses 133 beg:r.nn:.ng 'l:o ga.:a.n ground as a, result of urham.za‘blon. The self-

: “"':'j‘hontrlbutl g to the s;pread. "of &eliquency a.nd. vagrancy 1n many c:l.ta.es. In Daka;r the

unebions ere: . -

P U T P TEEE P LA SR RS SRR MRS S TSP FEts SO SV LR S ML P - ST R
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X 1vdsrto do pald work. The fact that

“ﬁ?not conslder marrlage as absolutely necessary to thelr exlatence, and a glrl w1sh1ng

- to evade a marrlage 1mposed by her father may take refuge 1n the town.

'Women are 1ncrea51ngly partlclpatlng 1n communlty aasoclatlons.. These range

;f"fram Small fruendLy clubs to Ellte clubs Whlch sometlmes are used a8 pressure groups.

e R
TATGRDY

R g Céntral and East Afrlca the towns haye produced a new type of woman accustomed to

: economlc 1ndependence, to changes 1n male partners, and to work Whlch 1s qulte

f“lefferen% from that done by women in the countxy. As women stay 1onger 1n the toms,

'ﬂﬁ?they move. soclally farther andfarther from thelr 51sters 1n the countny.- Once thus

7;;emanclpated, it beoomes'very dlfflcult for wnmen to re-adapt themselves to the .

i . ‘T

4 JEUI]
B ,;\‘1!

'"*Qpassive feles of legal subordlnates Whlch they must play in most rural soczetles.

xnin D Communlty SerV1ces for ‘the’ Ufban.Famllw

) ‘:?.w»_":‘: ik
R fue e

In Senegal the "nuclear" famlly has not completely done away w1th relaﬁlonshlps

wath the "extende&'famlly. Llnks w1th relatlves are malntalned through v1sits, Joint
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feelebratmans, and mutuél aallstance. 'Familysébii&é&iﬁficonﬁiﬁﬁésﬁfhﬁgﬂéﬁ;ﬁhfuai _
asalstaﬂne to educate ani towestabllsh youﬁg'peoﬁle. The\&uty'%o o@me to “thet’
a891stance of. any reiatmve who: arrives in: the fown ds; strongly respeeﬁed. Thlé”
assastance, somemlmes called "famlly parasltlsm", although resented and -criticiged
_ by the more westernmzed Afrlcans, is nonetheless wzdely practlced. Innthe.66ngo

}famlly paraaitlsm" among the "evolues" at Leopoldv111e acoounts sometlmes for 16 :

In many“ﬂfrlcan eltles "trlbal unlons" or'"ﬁr*'al ass”'“é%ibhb“fﬁﬁiéTﬁéﬁiﬁéEd the

pldgr vzllage trihaﬁisyﬂtem., %he&e*or_r ated when brlbal chlefs sent &ome hlgh—

ranklng elders t& SUQerv1se thelrrklnfol nd malntaln trlbal solldarlty 1n the clty.

Trlbal unlons act 88 socletles of. mutual ass1stance, especlally for new arrivals in

cltles where publ;cﬂdr prlvate SOGl‘ secur1§y_schemésjere”not?ye%'&éveibpéd, or‘trade

meetlngs to prov1de members with scholarshlps for chlldren, funeral benefxts, etc..

In Leopoldv1lle mutual ald aSSOGlathHS are not necessarlly based on trlbal _'
' relatlonshlps. It is. noteworthy that pre31dents or leaders of these assoclatlons are-

chosen for thelr personal leadershlp qualities as demonstrated in town llfe rather

than for thelr anclent p051t10n in the natlve env1ronment.‘ .
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The Watuttsi Dancers of Kampala, Uganda, are ah 1nﬁerest1ng example of a trlbal

welfare groups They arganlze s001a1 functlons the proceeds of Whlch are turnedﬂover

4o ﬁhe Watuttsi ‘welfafe organlzatlon to a581st T@iutt31 progecﬁs 1ﬂcluding ald to their
awdestltute 1n KampaIa. -In East Afrlcavthe Ba and Banyurwanda a53001at10ns in certaln

cltles take care of 1mm1grant trlbesmen who become destltute 1n the catles.'?:'J

PRSI S 1
35 .
oL Other assoclatlons in the oltles are of an occupatlonal, rellglous, educatlonal

. or- nalitlcal nature maﬁher than a trlbal one. - European—type trade unlonsrare also
.rdeveloplnga ‘They: take the form of craft gu11ds, ‘Bg in Nigerla, or the Buthcer s

Co—operatlve ‘in Gambla, or the Lutual A531stanne Assoclatlonjof H&useboys 1n n
'3S%anleyv1lle, or ‘the Flshermen’s Assocnatlons in tbwns of the - Gh@na. Theré'is
-:a grow1ng number of recreatloﬂﬁl or soclal clubs whlch also have educatlonal purposes.
- In Slerra Ledrie’ ladies! " clubs “and women's - 1nst1tutes haye recently taken a leadlng
~r T0de-dn spreadlng the study- of home economlcs, 3ew1ng,and cooklng._'

A survey. of voluntary organlzatlons [ Afrlcan 01t1es 1ndlcates that the

: newcomer to the urban centers 1s not entirely isolated. He. may miss the'warmth argd

;;,protection of hls natlve village, hut He' ig likely to flnd some organlzatlon 1n the

‘¢;clty whlch-'t-least w111 ‘serve: 45 a partlal substltuteu The task of communlty
,}idevelopment 1n urhan areas mey be . fo strengthen these 1nd1genous assoclatlons and to

supnlement them with formal organzzatlons and” programs af communltybw1de serv1ces.

St ey




"faallitame the adgustmen Lf the modern famlly ? g‘;; .cf-@hm;L}-'.¢ %‘

ﬂwsthe~citiesﬁméétlyathe:ables$~young.men,uthus furﬁher"1mpoverishlngxthénru3§1a*

?related to thlsg 1gratlen of rural young,men'to the - oltles P

Lok

’ The process of urbanlzatlon, at least in 1ts lnltlal stages, has a dlsorganlzlng
effect upon fhe famlly.‘ However, there 1s wude ev1dence of spontaneous grouplngs and

other proceSses Wthh are faxorahle to ‘8 satasfactory adgustment of famlly relaiaon-'

pollcles Whloh cﬁl,..

1. It has been suggested that one of the reasons for'the larga scale 1mm1graton

:q¢ﬁowards ‘the ﬁewns aﬂd 1ndustr1al Centers 19 the backwardness and under—developmenﬁ of

' athe&rupalgareas; Is bh:s true of the couﬂtry you: Tenreaent 2 Are “the mlgrants to"

communltles K What dlsclocatlons in the rural fam:.ly and “inithe: c:L
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(b) Soclal Welfare | Servlces partlcularly famlly, youth and child
welfare serv1ces 1nclud1ng famlly counsellng and- famlly

educa‘blon' 9 AN T N =;f-:‘*;-.-f:.i9:'{‘.5";-‘:’:-:.'7_: ;=;':f

':"éﬁf-)élmprQVeﬁ hduslng'condltlons 2

CGE fa natioﬂal program =¢v; ﬁﬁﬁféif? nf%aJJqu_?nsf h:g'h .’, o

4. Shbuld‘the urban famlly be encouraged +o malntaln 1ts "extended famlly“ t;es-
or, on the contrary, sheuld “the "nuclear" self-sufflclent famlly be ascepte& a8 the
de31rableaur'man famlly mnlt 7 Uhat form of nelghborhood orgﬁnlzbtlon.should replace
the assoclatlens trad1t10nal in the rural v111ages 7 L

5. Should such practlces as Moride. prace" be dlscouragpd by 1aw 1L necessary ?

Be Doe- ecahomac and soclal 1ndepen&ence" women=encouragerpromlcuausf*

_relations and pnmstltutlon 7 gt S B0 g A

7. How can women be helped to rec0n011e the confllct between thelr increased
economic  indeperidence: and.e&ucatman attalned in the city, and the malntenance of the

tradlt%@ﬂalfPa¢ternwexlst1ng 1nu30me,rura1~araasqu;agﬁab i

‘8; Some wrlters clalm that city life bullds up. antagenism: between men and women.

_Thls antagonlsm g due, among: other thlngs, to %he relat1Ve 1nequa11ty 1n educatlon

between them.: : While: the “uneducated“ woman' may lower her husband's ‘soel gl standlﬂg,

the "half-educated" woman may be more’ 1ndependent and unstable. How ‘cant’ this préblem

be treated ?




9 How gan- the q_uest:.on of ’s‘famlly pa:ramtlsm" be» apmreached 2¢ Should the _

: expense of the TQSDOHSlbllltles and dutleu-of the hquand and wlfeﬂtowards each other

.a.'nd ’Ghe:xr Chlldre,n ? ,_:.;‘Z_;" N

| :: he polygamous.famlly natt rn breaklnb-down in urban areas? ”hat uroblems

of famly sta‘b'

'ty arlse, and hov are government and voluntary organlzutlons deallng

with:- these problems 2

- .1:" L

11, When parents mOve to the ozty, Would you faVOI keeplng the chlldren 1n the

,E,.-‘ -

village with the elders untll they can JOln thelr parants,Lor sendlmg them to the B

towns at an early age 1n order to av01d Watlnr the fam;ly ?' o

12, Are there problems of chlld_neglect }n your @ommunzty ? What 1s the exten*

of illegltlmacJ 9‘.Is Vagranoy among chlldre[' 1n What way 1s tnls connected

w1th Worklng mothers ?

, What are the soclal welfare serv1ces avallable for neglectod

chlldren in your communlty i e

:enders 1% your countny sulted

At wfs tradltlons and clroumstances 7 Are there Juvenlle courts and

probatlon soclal sefvmces Ty vagrancy treated uometlmes 83 dellquency ? ‘,;ﬂ» o
L¢. To what extent g Drofesslonal, or auAlllary sdciél’wéifafé'personn,_;;‘ IR

Aved I‘a‘bie P

countrym?Q
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r"he abcve paper 1s based SUPen the fellow1ng reports and documents whlch are

recommended for further readlng-

-rl..ﬂSpeciaLPStuiy'Qn,ﬁoeial_ﬂonditibns’in;ﬂbn;Seif;GeuerningHTerritoriesﬁ,

- Dogunent ST/TRI/SER.A/14 (Wew York,-a958).: |
Té;:"Repart on the horld 800111 Sltuatlon" ﬁNfDocumeﬁteE/CN;S/?;”‘f ;

--?. sw/see/33 (Neu-York, 1957)

tlone‘of Induetrlellzetlon and Urbanlzatien 1n Afrlca :?;'

South Of the Sa,]ara." UIT‘\SCO’ (Parlu, 1936)

4. "Urbanlzatlon 1n Aela and the Far Eest"- Proceedlnpe of the J01nt
Uu/bu“sco Semnnar, Bangkok 8—18mAuguet 1956 (Calcutta 1957)

: 5._L.H’ Chlnn "The amlly in Afean jof Rapld Urbanlz”tlon“ bape delivered

u at the Conferenee of 5001a1 Development Through the ﬂamlly‘an

;\ 04 the Home 1n Such Development, ot Huvh’s College, 7~26 September,
f\(Oxford 1959) ' - |

. I"“'

6¢D Ibberson, "Soclal Develonment Through the ram11V, The Responslhlllty

<o QF the Home and the Communlty” Clt

‘des Structures Femlllelee", document de travael No. 13 preeente %;ﬁ

3f%ﬂle Ronde sur 1ee Implloetlonu 8001e?e9 du Proeree Tnchnlque, 19

.mers, (PErls, 1959)

AT

8. ””he DeveIOpment of Natlonal 5001&1 Service. Prowrammes“ ?,=GO¢EﬂL1

Qe “International Soclal Serf?ce Review, Nb.é; UN‘60;IV15.

, the Place ,11_1;_;ﬁ

"Changemen s Technlques, Induetrlallzktlon et Tr&msformatlon_._.

A i o et



