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in~e!'""l.-",ir.t::d • Tr,e n:'sl:,.ory o f ;'.f'rit;3 since 19.':;C~ ~31 te· a l.at'~:e ex te r.t. , a

A ~'una~~~~L~l CG2n~~ ~:, relations between tne ~enders na~ bee'l occurring

beLwcen the se~e~. Both t·llt" f a.n i Ly a nd Afri,can .scc ie t y (-,L. lJrg-:: are caught up

society since 1935 that W0 ~dd;ess fir~t

3ef)d~r Rol~s in Transitiol1-_....._--_.-

Africa since 1935 has witnPJ~ed ~j[~_f~callt ~hanges in the role and

s t at.us of women in !,l'r}c;.'.

belief t ha t, God made ".vom ar, tt:e c uc tcd Lan o f f.!~, !,ater~ and ~~:n. God

h i.m s cLf" took c ha r ge of the fl)1jf~t~1 element c r the uni v er se-c t.nc omnipresent

ai r .

Custody of fir p er~di~s~ 18~?O~sij~_ity f~r ma~ing energy available. And

the b~'eatest sour ce of e nerg y H, rur a, Afr i ca Ls f i r-ewood , The African woman

became dispropol'tiorlatety responsible for finding and carryirlg huge bundles of

firewood.



Custody of \....ater involved wa'Le:<* as a symb'll o f both sorv tv a; and

,
.' I • \

womb~ Dual fer-t.ility becom~::; ~-m aspect- ot the triple cus tod iat r o l e of

African womanhood. 1 ~

What has happened to th~.~~ doct r i ne or triple custody in the period since

African woman in different \·le)"S,

Among the iact.c r s whi(..:h inC't~t',_sed Ute wOlUant:i- role on the land was \-lage

Labour for the men , F2ced '_.'~ t"h 2'""] Afr ic ar. population f"eluctant. r.o work for

low wages for somebody el se , coLon iaI ruLe rs ll~id .l;..lreddy c xpe r i rnent.ed with

colonial work f orc e ~

Kenya.

By 1930 a large number- of men had lefL Kowe at least once
for outside emplovit'ent, ,~ HO!'e thrw 1'101 f c f thi s gr0up
stayed away for p.-..::-:.c .... :s Y{ fttteen ie':i\'3 01' more , •. ~ This
growing ex por t cf ~_a~'o~~~ from the province mi,ght be
thought to have increased Uw burde n of agr Lc ul tural Iwr-lt
ror women ~ ~"~ As early 38 19 "10, ~dministrators lament.ed
the fact that. Nyanza 'Wit:;; becoming the labour pool of the
entire coLon y . ••• Yet the shor"t-tt:rm mi gr ant,s c;.f the
1920' S h'erp usually unmar-r ied youthz s \..h(' (la.)·ed a
r e lativeLy mi nc ..... r oLe in the LocaI econorry beyond

•



OCCn3i\>n3J ne roi ,)2,. '::'1':'.1.1 t.hf ~otlqw.. -s t or ;,:2 r.t. 11" :i.ll \..tHY' ~

further:m('r ..:;,. ine s ho rt.. t.e r m labour migfant.s could and
often did ar-r ang e t;~~ be away during the slack p\:riods 'Df
the a gr-Lc u Lt.u re L cycle •. ~ .. Thus labour m:i.grat.ioi1 in the
period beforl;; 1930 ac t.ua Lj y removed Li t.t Le Idlx}ur tr-om the
local e co n ortv and did not significantly a1 t.e r t.he s e x unl

division cC iabour.2'

Second World War ch ang ed the situation as mi g r a nt. labour' dqd c onsce-Lpt i on c f

males took away a b i gg er and bigger proportion of men aw,3y from the land.

Tnis W3S compounded by the gr-owt.n of mi r. i ng industries like- the gold mining at.

Kowe from 1934 on uar-d s :

The long-term absence of wen had an impact on the .sc x ua I
division of labour, with women and children ,~:,3s11ming 8
gre3--Jer s ha r e 0)1' agr i.c ul t ura l wcr k than ever be~'oi~E. ~. a

The t.h i r t r e s r epr e se nt a t.rauz t t i on v i th r ega rd to t.he
sexual division of Labo ur , and it was cLe ar l y the women.,
who bore the burden of ~hc transition ill r'ur~l aredS.~

Women in this per iod t from the 1930 s onwards I became mor o d eep l y involved

as "custodians of eart.n ," In southern Africa the migrations to t.he nn.nes

became even more dr amat.rc . By ~the 1950s a remarkable bi f'ur c a t i cn ~i-<W taking

place in some Southern African societies--a division bet ...een ci mall?

proletariat (industrial working e La s s ) and a female peas ant.r y, South Afri.cal:s

r e gul a t i ons against famil re s joining t.ne i.r husbands on the mines f:'x<S.'~~E!rbatt~d

this tendenc y toward s ~nder- aparthei.d, the se gr'egat iO:1 of t.ne sex es, H,~1n y

women in the front line states had to fulfill their t.ri pl e cus t.od ial role of

'ire, water, and earth in greater isolation than ev er ,

The 'Wars of liberation in Southern Africo from t.he 19605 t.co k t.he ir own

toll on family stability and tradit.ional sexual division of Labour , Some of

the fighters did hav e their wives with t.nem , Indeed I l~\)p."n:d:,ton armJ.es li~~,~!

ZANLA and ZIPRA in Zimbabwe and FRELIHO in Mozambique induded a fe." female



·life and of the traditional sexual division of Labc ur ,

After independence there weie counter-revolutionary var s among some of

the front line stat es , The most artificial of the pos t-c co Lon La l wars was t.hat,

of Mozambique i m t.t at.eo by the so-called Mozambique National Res I s t.ance (MNR

or RENAMO). The movement was originally created by react.Lonar y white

Rhodesians to pumsn samora Macbel for his suppor-t, for Robert Mugaoe' s forces

in Zimbabwe. After Zfmbabwe ' s independence the Mozambique national Resistanc€

became: a su r r og at.e army for reactionary whites in thE:~ R~pt;b~.ic (.If gout.h

Africa--committing a var i e t y of act c of sabot-age ag ai ns t t.he fr,~gill~ post-

colonial economy of MOZ3:nbique.

Again, there have b~en ilQplications for relations beLweerl the genders.

In addition to the usual d i s rup t i v e consequences of war for t ne f am.iLy , the

MNRi' by the mid-198Cs, had inflicted enough damage on the infra~tn)(;t.un; in

Mozambique that many migrant workers never got home to their ramil ies in

between t.he i.r contracts \Ii t.h the South African mines. Trie '!liners ort en

remained on the border bel;;.~een South Africa and Mozambiqw~t w3iting for' theil'

It is not comp'l e te L y clear how t.!:is ~i t.uation has aftect.ed the coct rme

of "dual f'er t i Lrty'' in relation to t.he role of the Afri(~an woman" Ow:,

possibility is that the extra Long absences of the nue band s have redueed

fertility r-ates in some ccmnun i t i es in Nozamb Lque , II'" other scenario i.s that

the pat t er n of migrant labour in Southern Africa g eneral Ly has I n i t i at.eu a

tendency towards de facto polyandry. The woman "he is l.eft behind acqua r es

over time a de facto ex tr a husband. The t,,'C nuaband s t ake \.l,ei,' tur'n ov er
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time with the woman. The mi g r ant labou r e-r from the mines has conjugal

priority between mining contracts if he does manage to get t.o the viLage. He

also has prior claim to the new babies unless agreed otherwi3e.~

If the more widespread pattern is that of declining fertility as a result

of extra long absences of husbands, the principle of "dual fertility" has

reduced the social functions of the fertility of the womb awl increased the

womanI S i nvo I v ement in mat tel's pertaining to the f'e r t, il it)' of the soil.

On the other hand, if the more significant tendency in mining communities

in Southern Africa is towards de facto polyandr y, a whol.'" new ne xus of social

relationships may be in the making in Southern Africa,:'

Other changes in Africa during this period which af'I'ec t.ed r e l attonsh i ps

between men and women incl ude d the impact of nev technologies on gender roles.'

Cultivation with the hoe still len the African woman cent.ra Ll y i.nvol.vec in

agriculture. But cultivation with the tractor was often a prescrrpt i on for

male dorni nance ,

w~en you see a farmer
On bended knee
Tilling land

For the famil y
The chances are
It is a she!

* * •
When you see tractor

Passing by
And the driver
Waves.you "Hi"

The chances are
It is a he!

Mechanization of agriculture in Africa has tended too marginalize woronn.

Their role as "custodians of earth" is threatened by male prerogative's in new

and more advanced technologies. It is true that great.er maLe involv'.~ment :in
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agriculture could help reduce the heavy burds ns of work undertaken by \,omen on

the land. On the other band. t.he r e is no r-eu son why thi" relief in ,"orkload

for women should not come t.hr'ough be t t.er technology. T,'actors were not

invented to be driven ao l e l y by men.

Another threat to the central role of the African wOlllan in the economy in

this period has come from the nature of Western education, It. is true that

the Westernized African woman is usually more mobile and "ith more freedom for

her own interests than is her more traditional sister. But a t.r-ans i t i on from

custodian of fire. wat.er, and eart h to keeper of the type wrrter is definitely

a form of marginalization for African womanhood. Typing is less Iundam ent.al.

for survival than cultivat.ion. Filing is less basic to the human condition

than wate)' and energy. The Westernized· African woman in the second hal f of

the twentieth century has tended to be more f'r-ee but less impor'tant for

African economies than the traditional woman in rural are as ,

The third threat to the role of the African woman in this period came

with the internationalization of African economies. Wh,m economic activity in

Africa was more localized women had' a decisive r oIe in h,C81 mar ket s and as

•

traders. But the colonial and post-colonial tendencies towa"ds enlargement of

economic scale have mcr-eas mg.l y pushed the woman to the side in international •

decision-making. It is true that Nigerian women e apecf s Ll y hBV P. refused to be

completely marginalized even in international trade. But on t ne whole, the

Africans who deal with internat t ona), markets and sit on the B<",rd s of

transnational corporations are ov erwhelmingl y men. And at. meet ings of the

Organization of Pelt'oleum Exporting Countries lOPEC)-I<h€t'e Muslims

predominate--there are additional inhibitions about having eve" Nigeria

represented by a female delegate.
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has had to look at, it-self par-t.Ly in t'"~nJlS or t.n is NOl-tl},··SIJut.h d tv i.ce , The

continent's global allies have increasingly become ttle rest of the Third

World.

TOI;J.?r<!.:, Dual Sol idarl.!~

Two forms of solidarity are critical for Africa and ~he Third World if

the global system is to change ill f'a vour of the d i s adv ant.ag ed ,

Or-ganic Solidar:it1_50nct:rns South-South Li.nkages desi gned to increase

mutual dependence be t.wec n auo among Afrir;,an or Third Wor'~ld co unt.r i ea

countries in thej,r struggl~ to ~ltract concessjon~ from ~he industr'ialized

Northern vorId , Organic. s o.Lio ar i t.y c once r ns the asp i r at.i.on to p rom ot.e greater

integration bet-ween Third 'wprLi economies. St.rategic 5(,1 :l.da1":i toy asp tr es to

decrease the South 1 s dependent. int.e gr at ion i nt.o ~_~)l... th£!":.n t; c cnom Les , The focus

of organic soLio ar i.t y is prim ari.Ly a South-South economi.c marriage. The focus

or strategic solidarity i~ eithet~ CI North-South divorce, a Yh..~\ol marTi;-:'8e

settlement or a ne~ social contract between North and South. The t er-ms of the

North-South bond have to be re-negotiated.

We start al so from the add itiollal ba s i c oo serv at t oc that eco"omic flows

are in any case far deeper between Nor'th and South than be t.vee n South and

South. On the whole, Southerners do far gr-e at.er t.rade witb the Nort.h than

with each other, and have more extensive relations of pr-ocuct ron with

industrialized states than with fe Llov developing countries. But those

economic relations between North and South are distort.ed by a t.r-ad i t Lcn of

dependency mvotv i ng unequal par t nerehi p , The structural] ink" g1 ve undue

advantage and Lev er age to the North-2nd leave the South vulner-abte and

exploitable.

•
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What then is i.he way out? How e-an thes'e tW\.1 fOr"m~1 o f 3011darity help to

•
ameliorat.e the 'fh'ird \OL::'rld\.,; prec i c ame nt. o:f dependency dild, :.ts pl:>r-~ist~ent

One of the mor e neglected areas of coo per-at i on is huntanpower and

humanpower training. A s t art has been made in manpower" exchange between sceie

Third World co urn.r i e s and in the field of me.npower- '~,rainlng across Third Wcwld

boundaries. But the import.ance of this area has been 8,r~n~sJ'J under-e s t.im at.ed ,

It is not oft-en realized that the most obstinate lin" c f demarcation

between North and Sout.h is not Lnccme (criteria of Wl?:alt~h) but tec hnc.log y

( cr t t.ert e of ~).ki11)" The ent'irp i:;ternalionL.,l system of :::tratification has

corne to be based not on "who owns whatU but on "who ~:?_ vhat., II Libya and

Saudi Arabiii may have s higber per capita income than score of the members of'"

the EUl'opean Economio Conmuni t y , but Libya and Saudi Al'ilbia are •..,11 below

Western Europe in skills o f production and ecor.cari.c (wgarli.zation. Indeed,

members of OPEC do not even have adequate skill" to cont.ro.l or ,1rUJ. their own

oil.

N()wher-e is this demon st.ra t ed lti.:)r~ clearly th'Hl in S()l;Ith~rn i\.frica and the

Middle East. Less than five million whites in South Afd<.'" have oe en able to

hold to ransom a black popuLat Lon in the r-eg ion t.e n t Lmes their" o\o·m.. They

have held ne rgnbouri ng Bla(.~ks to re naom bot.h ecoHcJ'Iically and mil!tarily. The

main explanation is not simpl y beceuse South Africa t s rLch , but because that

wealth has been ex t.r act.e d through Afri"an labour and .Eur~l~"'£!! expertise.

South Afriea' s nti5~jboul-" have African Labour too. Some of the," ar-e also r-Lch

in minerals. What the Bl ac ks bav" lacked indigellcU31y i;s, til" super tor

t echno.Logy of pr-oouct.Lon and t-lle accornpany mg culture of efHeient

or gam zat t on ,
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The Middle East Is a c Learcr ann mer-e stag.;e'ing iLl ust.r at i on of the

" \power of skU,l over income. At least since the 19705, much of' t.he Arab world

has become significantl y richer than Israel in sheer inocr,e. Indeed, the

Israeli economy would have suf'f'e rec complete collapse but for the infusion 0,"

billions of dollars from the United St.ates and from World .'ew,'y. And yet, in

spite of being out-numbered and out-wealthed. the Israelis have J'etained the

upper hand militarily against the A,..abs. The supremacy of skill over income

and numbers has been dramatically illustrated in one Middl,e East, war after

another.

In 'both South Africa and Ls.r-aeI the cultural variable i,,. cr t t rcal., Had

Israel consisted entirely of Middle Eastern Jews, the Arabs would have won

every war. Indeea, it would not nav e been necessary to have more than the ..

1948 war. After all, Middle Eastern Jews are not very different from their

Arab neighbours in culture and skill. In a war agamst. fell<.'w Middle

Easterners. the nuaer-Lcat preponderance of the Arabs would have triumohed, .

against Jews long before the numer i ca'l advantage was reinforced by Arab

petro-weal tn ,

What has made the Israelis militarily pre-eminent is not, the Jewishness

of eighty per cent of the total po pu i at Lon , but the Europearme as of less than

half of that Jewish sector. It is the EU"opean and Westel"" Jew:i who have

prov ided the technological foundations of Israel's reg t onal, hegemony.

If then the ultimate basis of international str at tf'f.cat.Lon is mdeed

skill rather than Lncome , what is Africa to do in order to ameliorate the

consequences of its t.echnoLog i.ca'. under-de ver opncnt?

The more obv ious answer i.5 for Africa to obtain the kno.... h<llol fram the

Northern nem Lspber e 2S rapidl y as pos.s Lul.e , But there ar-e difficulties.

-v,

•
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Countries of the Northern hemisphere are often all too eager to transfer

certain forms of 'technology, especially through t.r ansnat.Lonel corporations t

but the South's need for certain technological t.ransfers only helps to deepen

relationships of dependency between the two hemispheres.

On the other hand. there are other areas of technology which the North is

not at all keen to transfer, Pre-eminent among the t aboo s is the transfer of

certain branches of nuclear physics and technology. The computer is part of

the phenomenon of dependency Lhr'ougn technology transfer; the nuclear plant or

reactor is a symbol of dependency through t.e chnol ogLcaf monopoly by the North,
,-
'- The transnational corporations ''''e often instruments of Northern penetration

of the South through technological transfer; nuclear power, on the other hand.

is a symbol of Northern hegemony through technological monopoly.

The dual strategy for Africa and t.he Third World is both to learn from

the North and to share expertise among each other. Tho se aspects of

t ecnnoLogy which are being freely t.ransferred by the Nor-tI, shou Id be

"decolonized" and stripped of their dependency implications as fast as

possible. Those aspects of technology which are deliberately monopolized by

the North should be SUbjected to Scuthern industrial espionage in a bid to

break the monopol s, Pakistani scientists have been on the right, track in

their reported efforts tc subject northern nuclear- monopoly to Southern

industrial spying. If Pakistan becomes Islam's first nuclear power and

decides to share the nuct ear secrets with a few select fellow MuslIms like

Egyptians or Libyans, that trend would be in the direction of enhanced

technological cooperation among Third World countries"

That is one reason why the brain drain from the South is not an

unmitigated disaster. What would be a catastrophe is a complete at.oppage of
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,
the brain drain. It is v ital that tHe South should counter-penetrate the

•
citadels of technological and economic power. The counte,r·,pelletration can

take the fonn of African engineers, teachers and professor's, medical doctors

and consultants, businessmen and scientists, working in the North. The North

needs to be more sensitized to Southern needs not only by the speeches of

Southern statesmen and ambassadors, but al so by the influence' and leverage of

Southerners resident in the North.

In any case, there is no law of gravity which says expertise oan only

flow from the North to the South. There is no gravitational logic which says
,

that European teachers teaching African children is natural--but African

teachers teaching European children is not, The structure of scientific

stratification in the world should rapidly cease to be'a rigid caste

system-and allow for social 1lI0bility in both directions, Of course, too big,

a brain drain from the South northwards could deeply hurt the Soutb--but the

trouble with the present level of the brain is not that it is to? great, but

that it is grossly under-utilized by the South itself. Professor Edward S.

Ayensu, a Ghanaian Research Director 'at the Smithsonian Institution in

'..

•

Washington, D.C., has argued that there is large pote:!tial pool of Third World

experts, resident in the Northern hemisphere, who would be onl y too glad to •

serve for a year or two in developing societies if only their serVices were

solicited. What is more, the Northern institutions where they w~'k would,

according to Professor Ayensu, be sympathetically inclined to"ards

facilitating such exchanges from time to time if so requested by Third World

authorities. 6

If that were to happen. it would be a case of tapping the braLn drain on

the basis of a triangular formula. The flow of expertise would be firstly
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from South to No,' tn , then Nor th to South, and then South to South--- often

involving the s arne Southern e xpe r t.s or their equivalents f snar t ng their

know-how ac ro ss hem is ph e r e s ,

This shar i ng of Souchern experts by both North and south would be a more

real i st.ic formula them the tax on the brain drain which Profe:wo," .Jagd i ah

Bha gwat.I of the Massachuselts Institute of Technology (ilIT) has often

r-e comn e nded as 2 method of compensation by the Nort.h towards the South for

manpower transfer" Unfor'tunatel y. wnile the North may indeed be will ina; to

share ",ith t.he South some of it~ newly acquired Southern experts, the South

i tsel f ha s shown more ent.hus i a sm for bor r owing II pur e " Nor the r n experts than

,-
,_ for bor r ov i ng ',;outhern ex perts r'e s i.d ing 1<1 the North" The psychological

dependency of the South is less likely to be impressed by an lnlfian or

Nigerian expert coming from the United s tates than by an American expert with

far less under stand i ng of the Third World. The American is regarded as "the

real thing" in ex per t i se-c-vn i Le the Indian statistician or Nige,rian engineer

is deemed to bp. a mere Southern lIcarbon copy. it

FortulI8tely y all is not bleak.· There is some mOV€~H:ont of expertise

between Third World countries. Dr. Bout.ro s Boutros--Ghal t , Egypt' B Minister of

St.ate for Foreign Affairs. assured me in an i nterv iew to. Cairo itl 1983 that

- Egypt had "tvo million experts" '.,.orking in ot.ner count.r ies , mainly in Africa

and the Middle East. South Asia also ex por t s a conai.dereb Ie body (If expertise

to ot ner parts of t.he Th i rd Wor'.ld,

Some of t.ne t.r af f i c in expertise ac r os s Third World f'rcn t Ler-s is caused

by political r ns t.aui.I tty and e conomic problems at home. Qual Hied Ugandans

and Ethiopians are :>cattered in almost all the four cor-ner-s "1 the Thir'd

•



World, as

Africans,

well as in

\
Nigerians.

the North.

and others.

,Pi

I
So 'are qual ified Ghanaians, Southern

Then there is the inter-Third World traffic of experts caused by the

magnetism of petro-wealth. The Gulf states have a particularly impressive

variety of huma'!...l'.0~ from d Lf'Ter ent, lands. Two Ghanaian sCh"lars visit.ed

the University of Petroleum and Kiner'als in Dhahran in the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia in the sumner of 1984. They were impressed by the Ghanai an presence in

the research complex of the lini vers i.ty, They were also surprised to learn

about "24 highly qual.i ricd Ghanaian Medical officers working in and around

this University ~own of Dhahran.·7

To summari ze , there is a pu~h factor in some of the less fortunate Thti-d'"

World countries which forces out raany native experts in search of alternative •

opportunities in other countries. But there is also a ~~factol' in the

wealthier Thi,'d World societies which magnetically attracts vcr kere and

specialists from other lands. Together the two forces are helping to lay down

some of the foundations of organic solidarity within the Third World in the

field of know-how.

What is lacking is an adequate l'inkage between organic and strategio

solidarity 1n this field of evolving Third World expertise. A systenatic

programme which would enable Africa to borrow some of the Southern experts now

residing in the North could. oe coue an important stage in the evolution of a

merger between organio and strat.eg rc soli l-''3rity.

Behind it all is the realization that the ultimate f'ound at Lons of

international strat ificat ion are not income differences. mil ita!')' gadgets, or

demographic variations. Ultimate power resides neither Ln the barrel of t.ne

gun nor in the barrel of 011-- but in the technology "hi.ch 'lao produce and
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ut.i l ; ze botb effi cientl y. A No", I nter nat; ional Econom ic Orde,- \,ould be void

witbout a New Int~rnational Technological Order. Africa needs strategies of

solidarity to realize both.

Four Forms of Power

But al though the power of skill is at the moment cv erwhelmingl y in the

hands of the North, there are ot ner areas of power which the South possesses

but which the South has under- ut i l i zed.

OPEC is an illustration of producer power. From 1973 to 1983 OPEC

grossly under-utilized its leverage. Instead of using that. golden decade to

put pressure on the North for fundam ent.a.t adjustments In the patterns and

rules of the world economy, OPEC concentrated almost exc Lus i vel y on the prices

garne, a galle of short- term maximizat i on of returns.

There is a crying need for other "pt-oducer ca r t.e.l s ," no matter how weak

in the short run. Cobalt has I~ore promise as a mineral of Lev erage than

co ppe r , and \/ould involve fewer countries. Experimentation in a conal t cartel

could payoff if Zaire asserted herself a little mor-e dec i s Iv eLy as all

independent power. After all, Zaire has the cr-ede ntia l s of being t.he Saudi

Arabia of cobalt when the market imp:oves in the years ahead.

The Third World has also under-utilized its consume!::-_E.<;:~~.!:, regionally

specific and patchy as it is. The Middle East and African ccuntr res like

Nigeria are especially important as a- consumers of Weste"ll civil and military

hardware, technology and household products. Ooc as Lona Lly Ni.i,:eria or

indiv idual Middle East countries flex t.he i r musoles and threat.en to cancel

trade contracts or to refuse t.o renew them. But such mus c Ies are flexed

usually for relatively minor issues-Uke protesting against t.he television
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film Death of a Princess or when an 'Arab or African de Legat.Lon is snubbed by a

Western power. The consumer power of Africa and the Hid,ne East could be used

as leverage for more fundamental changes in the exchange patterns between

North and South.

The fourth form of power currently under-utilized by the South is debtor

power. president Jul ius Nyerere of Tanzania, upon being elected Chairman of

the Organization of African unity in November 1984, identified dev el opnent ,

debt, and drought as the three leading concerns of the current African

condition. Of course, African debts are modest as comparee with those of

Latin America, but. Nyerere identified debt as a source of power' and not merely

as a source of weakness. At the first press ccnter-ence after his election

Nyerere, lamented that the Third World was not utilizing the thr-eat. of

defaulting more ef'f'Lc i e nt Ly to induce Western banks to make mor-e fundamental

concessions to the indebted.8

It is indeed true that if J owe my local bank a few tnous and dollars, I

am vulnerable-but if lowe the bank millions of dollars t.ne bank is

vulnerable. Tanzania still owes so little that the country is still Vel"y

vulnerable. But Nyerere virtually declared that if he ol,ed as much as some of

the leading African debtor countries owed, he would simpl y refUS(l to pay.

(Africa's leading debtor nations include Nigeria, Egypt and Zaire. South of

the Sahara, Africa's debt by 1986 was over 90 billion d.,llars.)

In reality Tanzania would still be vulnerable unless t.he re was

substantial strategic solidarity among both African ami Lat m American

countries. The utilization of debtor power requires considerable ccnsensus

among the indebted. The Western Banks have evolved a .kind Of or-ganf.c

solidarity of their own as well as mechanisms of almost continual

•



cc nsu l t at.Lon, The c r ed i t.ors of the "North are ,)ni.t(~d-- but the debt.or s of the
,,

Sout h are in d as ar r a y , Airier. and. Latin Amer"ica need to explore t.he

P:JS~i1 "<lity of cr eat.t ng 3 s t r a t.eg i c s c t ad ar it y of the dispossessed and the

indebted--to help induce the Shylocks of the North to make ooncessions on such

i ss ues as r at.es of interest ~ schedule of pa yme nt , met.h ..ods of pa yme nt , and the

conditions for a Inoratoriunl Jf even toto] debt rel,ief where needed.

Fundamerlt.al as all these areas of a t r a teg ic s oLi oarLty are, they are no

substitute for organic solidarity in terms of ~reater trade~ investment f anj

other interact-i,oDJ amor:d: Th i rd War" Ld cou ntr Le s t.hemse Iv es . He r« f t.he Legs

Deve.Loped Countri e.: (LDC,:;) '~~'~ c:ailgl1t uo in one of se ver a l con t.r adto t i ons , In

,,- "their ;"t;::; ti.(j~)t ~'lth t.n. ;·~or'~_~. "LhE.:" LDG,') nt'ed to c i v ersLfy t n e i r econom i es ,'- But in t.ne i r r e t.attcn:s w:'tL 8i3-ch 0thE"; f t~i1e LDCs need to speoi.al Lzn in order:

to increase rnut.ua l uOt"!lpJ.elnentartty~ UbBnd3 ccu Ld revive its- c ctton f.nd us t.r y

and sell the ~'itfe t,o KE::nY~:i t.c process into a v.ex t i Ie i ndus t.r y, This

specializa~io:) wc~ld he],p tilE two countries d~velop in the direction of

compl ementar y spec i a l t z.at Ic:i , But the impe r at Lv es of Uganda's relations with

t ne world economy as a 'whole dictate d rv ers i f't c atLon of Uganda ' s industry

rather thl-ir; spec i a l i zati cn, ThL-:; is an ac ut,e d iLemm a which Third World

countries need ~o resolVe 8S a ~2tter of urgency. They need to find a

suitable balance betweeD d iv er s i f t c ar.Lon for Nortli.-Sol.lth relations and

s pe c t a l i z at Lc.: in South·~3()ut~1 t.rarie ,

Related tG t.h is is t..i'(: tmpe r-at tv e of finding a1.te!~native methods of

payment in Eou t.h-cSou t.h t.r' a oc , The principle c f' using Northern currencies for

explorIng possibilities Jl' rev~v b~r Pf as a t~sis of at least some aspect
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of their economic relations, Nigeri·a, in the 19805, nas experimented with

"counter-trade"-exchanginl', her oil for manufactured goods. The new detente

between Kenya and Tanzania also env r sages areas of barter trade between the,

two countries in the yea"s ahead. And if Uganda's cot.ton did feed Kenya's

textile i ndus t.r y more systematically in the ruture , it would not be

unreal istic for Kenya to pay back Uganda in shirts and prcceae ed milit.ary

uniforms, rather thai) in hard forei~n exohange.

Another area of organic sol i dar i t y among Third World eount.ri.es concerns

the issue of shar ing ~~, There :lave been years when Kenya has needed to

get a third of its e rect r i c i t.y from the dam 131; J i n j a in Uganda.

still a major supplier of power to Kellya ..

Ullanda is

The Akosombo Dam on the Volta River in Ghana was al so designed 'to be a

major regional supp l i er of electricity in West Africa, Urifort.u nat.el y the

level of water has be e n 50 low that far from supplying p("'ler 'to neighbours t

Ghana has periodically had to ration power domestically. Ghan<t has sometimes.'
needed electrical cooperation from the Ivory Coast. Southern African dams

like Kariba have had more s ucce s s i'u.l regional roles. They ,,11 symbolize a

kind of pan-Africanism of energy, organic solidal'ity through interlocking

s t.r uc t.ure s of hydro-electric power,

An integrated European steel complex once ser-v eo as midwife 1;0 the birth

of the European Economic Comuuu Lt y (EEC), Indeed, the integrated steel

industry was env isioned as an insurance against any future fr-atricldal war in

Europe,· If Eu"opean steel production was interlocked, industrial

interdependence was at nand-c--and separate military aggression in the f'ut ure

would therefore be less likely.

•
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In the s am e spirit, interlocking e Lec t.r i c ar systems between Third World

countries should deepen mutual de pe nde nce-c- and create t nce nt.t ves ror

cooperation in other areas.

The struggle for a more integrated Africa has encountered many

setbacks- from the collapse of the East African COIlIDunily of Kenya, Uganda and

Tanzania to t-he substantial drying up of the Akosombo Dam ..

An experiment worthy of Africa's attention and study is South East Asia.

The struggle for a more integrated South East Asia is more of a success

story-as the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASE,IIN) has emerged as a

major economic and diplomatic force in the affairs of the region. The struggle

for a 100re integrated Ar"b world is " mixed story-ranging from the positive

promise of the Gulf cooperation Council to the negative internecine squabbles

of Arab politics. Libya and Egypt are often close to conflict,

In Lat in America regional in t.e gr at ion is a1 so a mixed recor-d , Central

America in t.ne 1980s is tense under the clouds of war, en the other hand,
r-

Chile and Argentina--thr0ugh the mediation of the Vatican---have diffused the

sensitive issue of the Beg e channel, Econooic cooperation has had its ups and

downs throughout the r e g i on , but the ideal of greater integration rs still a

live n ...e. Afr'ica should wat.ch this distant political Laborat.cr-y with

fascination,

The Northern hemisphere. as a whole, is div Lded bet.",en two econoatc

blocs which coincide with the ideological divide, The split is cf course

between the socialist world "f COMECON (Council for M~lt.ual Econoillic

Assistance/CHEA) and tile c ap t t al i ut wOl-ld of the North Atlantic Treaty

organization (NATO),
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Africa, as a Southern r eg i on , on the ot-her hand, is still in multiple

fragment-s, It is now in search of the el usiv e secret of putting the fragments

together, It is in search of the secret genius of cohesion.

St-rategies of solidarity are but means to an end. The goal is distant

and d i f f i c uLt-c-b ut. Afl"ica's r-each should exceed its grasp or what's a heaven

for?

But should Africa's "reach" ex t.e no 100 participation in the politics of

nuclear power? Where does Africa fit into these nuclear calculations? How

have cul tural and racial inequal it ies affected Africa in the nuclear age?

is to this theme that we must now turn ,

It

Africa Versus the Nuclear Age

It is symbolic of the basic African condition that the first form of

African parti.c1pation in the nuclear age concerned a raw material. Uranium is

of course as indigenous to Afr~.ca as "the flame trees of Thika" or the baobab

tree of Se neg al , Africa in the 19305 and 19110" helped to provide the uranil.lll

which launched the western world into the nuclear orbit.

To change the metaphor, Africa was in attendance at the bil"th of the

nuclear age , It was in part Africa's uranium from Zaire which helped to set

in motion the first nuclear reactor in N01't.'1 America.. And for better or for

worse, Africa's uranium may have gone into those dreadful atomic bombs which

were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 1n August 19115. But of course Africa

had no say in the matter. An African resource had simply been pirated by

others-and once again played a maj or role in a signifioant shift in Western

mcust.r t al.t sm ,
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No\, th(it u r au i um \,'a:s. a l . that, scarce even in the i940s. What was

s i gui fx c anr, '''''-''~' t.hat., o;J:..sine the Soviet, Bloc a-id Nort~h .t..roeric3, uranium

t:)r:-ir~i.j!'I,,; c ce.nc s :It',xt to copper in abundance ~ is mort;'
abundant than z i n-,, and is about four t ime s as plentiful
as iead .... ~u~e~~:~·, th~ ()utstanding deposits are narrowly
dibLriG~ted, bcljng confined to the United States, Canada,
t.r.e Ee_~.:icnJ C,,\:1e,o, Cz eenc s Lov ak i a and possibly F.ussia~

The fact. tti<:it t.ne r i c he st, deposits of uran Iim ore occurs
in a fa ..r 1 y .l.Lnited DUlllber of places make international
CQntr0~ f8a3J~le: out it also foreshadows violent
cornpe t.i t i vc st.r ugg Le s fer ':.wnet"ship of t.he richest _
depo~i~3 (Lhe ~tru6ile for 011 greatly intensified)*'~

or COurSE, ~:in!:.:·.' >:~';4'i c<nt'r reserves of ur-an i um ore have been discovered

in th~ world, in~l~di~B in a~frercnt parts at' Africa. African uranium has

continued to fj.11 md~Y a reactor in the Western world, and to help create many

a nUGi.e8:( bO:llD.

The seco nd se r v rce (aft er uranium supol y) ~Jhich ,Africa rendered to the

nuclear age '.-/25 al sc symbo Li c , . Afrtoa pr-ov t dec the desert for nuclear tests

in the early 196C}s* In t.hi:~ case Africa's nuclear involvement had slightly

sn t ricc fr'O:.'l a purely i nd i g e uous resource (uranium) to a partJally Islamic

bomb. tIt. le~st t.:,.jQ (.:f tr:t2 legdcies of Africa's t r i p le heritage (indigenous,

The third Afric81~ pcin\. of entry i~to ~hp (luc]ear age has been through

U1'.~ ;1t:publ.:ic L)[ ;:'C:U'7.ti IJr lea. F(~r ~jette:~ 0: worse, South Africa has probably

bccora e d. nuc l e ar powe-r or' i~ cl o e.e to j i. • This prov ides t.he t.n Ir d leg of
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semi-Islamic testing Lanora t.or y (the dunes of the sanarai , and an actual

Western productive capability (white South Afric3's expertise).

A circle of influence developed. The progress of the French nuclear

programme and its tests in the Sahara probably helped the Israeli nuclear'

pr-cgraeme , This was a period when France was quite close t.o Israel in terms

of economic and technological collaborat ion. The French hel ped the I:;rae1is

build a nuclear reactor at Dimona and seemed at times to be closer' to the

Israelis in sharing nuclear secret.s t.han even the Amerlcao:s were. The

ev idence is abundant ano clear- L,,, Freno!\ nuclear pr-ogranmc In the late 1950et

and 1960s served as a midwife to the Israeli nuc re ar pt·o,wsm,ne. And French

tests in the Sahs,'s were part and parcel of France' 5 ouclear infrastructure In

t.hat period.

By a curious twist of destiny, the Israeli nuclear progransn e , in turn,

came to serve as a !Oidwife to the nuc Lear efforts of 'chI! Republic of South

Africa in the 19705 and 1980s. Re),ations between t.he tl.'O countries cooled a

little after the Sharpevl1le ill~ssacre of 1960 and when Israel briefly

considered the possibility of extending aid to African !.iberation lllovements in

Southern Africa.

relationships.

But by 1970 there were clear improvements in economrc

And after Black Africa's almost; complete diplomatic break Wittl

Israel in 1973. cooperation between Israel and South Africa entered new ar-eas ,

including the nuclear field. When a nuclear explosion OCCUiT.'d tn the South

Atlantic in Sept-ember 1979. the question which arose was whethE,r' it was

primaril y a South African nuclear e': pc r Imeut, urxtert.aken ,.ith Isra,~l i technical

aid, or primarily an Israeli explosive exper!.mer:t c ar-ri ed out wtt.hi South

Africa's LogLst IcaL support. /J cover-up po',ic:y vas ilUl'SlIed by bot,h countries,

helped in part b,' their Westem ,,11 ies, eSI'''ci~ny the car t.er !.dminbtration
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in the United States. The c y c Lac el nuclear equation was about to be

completed... The Sahara had aided Frarrce 1 s nuclear pr-ogr amm e , France had aided

Israel's nuclear design, and Ls r ae I had in turn aided South Afri<:a's nuc Lea::

ambitions, KwalOe NkrlJ1lah's fear of a linkage between nuclear t.es t s in the

Sahara and racism in Scuth Africa had found astonishing v indication nearly two

decades later. It was in April 1960 that Nkrumah addressed an trit.er-nat.Lona l

meeting in Accra in the following terms:

Fellow Af ricans and f'ri end s ; there a:-e tw',) t.hr eatenLng
swords of Damoc Le s hanging over t.he continent, and \ie 1Q\,lst
remove them. These a r e nuc Lear tests in the Sahara by the
French Gove"woent and the apar t.he.id pol icy of the ,
Government of the Union of South Africa. It would be a
great mistake to imagine that the achievement of political
independence by certain areas in Africa will automatically
mean the e nc of the struggle. It is merely the beginning
of the s t r ugg Le , 10

It has turned out that NkrcIlJa,,' s thesis of "two swords of Damocl'!!s ," one

nuclear and one racist, was in fact prophetic. The Republic of South Africa

is using nuclear power as a potent i al Ly stabilizing fact or- Ln defence of

apartheid. The old nuc Lear fell-out in the Sahara in the 1960s involved a

linkage between racism and nuc Lear weapons which is onl y just b,-g,1nning. t,o

reveal i tsel f.

But the cultural and technological me oual ities be t ween white and black

in Southern Africa affect other' ar-eas of secur at.y-c-c onv eut.i onal. ar-eas as well

as nuclear domains. The Republic of South Africa has used its technological

superiority to bully its Blael' nei.;hbors into sub<aission aml into

Unon-aggressionll pac t s , The sovereignty of Mozambique, Angola t Botswana 1

Lesotho, and even independent Z:'mb'<b\!e has been v i oLa ced from time W time,

sometimes with utter impunity. Eur-opean technological leadership in the last

three centuries of world history has been inherited bl people of Eur'cpean
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extraction operating in Africa-and 'has oeen used as a dec Lel v e mi Li t ar v

resource against Black African". South Africa I s neighbours have begun to

appreciate what it mus; f eeI llke to be Israel's ne i.gh bour-c-T'or both South

Africa and Israel have sel don hesitated to use blatant milit;ary muscle at the

expense of the sov ere i.gnt y of their neighbours.

Again, c ul tural and technological ine"ual ities nav e pLay ed a pan. in

these politics of i ntervcnt t on , As we have indicated earlier', Israelis. have

enjoyed military pre-eminence for so long not because they are ,Ie"" but.

because a large part or their population is Western and Europ€.all. lie have

argued that had the po pu La t i on of Israel consisted overwhelmingly of Middle ~

Eastern Jews, the Ar"ab, would have won every s i.ng Le >/aI' they have fought ;lith

their Jewish neighbour.' Number s \,o'Jld hav e counted. Hi d<Jle Eastern J'el;s in

Israel are often more ha'..Ikish and eager 1:.0 fight the Arabs, but the mLl i.tar y

capability for assuring Israeli v i ci.or v has come more from their Euro pe an

compatriots. Again culture ha:>.played a decisive role in de':iciing victory and

defeat in military equations.

The danger both in the Middle East and Southern Afl<h'a 11e8 in pushing

the weak too far. We have al r eady seen ho>/ desperate cord i t.Lons In the two

sub-regions can easily become fenile ground for diffel'ent forms of terrorism •

For the time being, t.nat terrorism In the two geographical areas he,s not yet

gone nuclear. But if t,:le c ul t.ur-a l imbalances between IBraell and Arab,

between white and black, continue to deepen the sense of desperation a'UIHlI; the

disadvantaged, we canno ; rule out the possibility of thei:" ac qut ri.ng l·hvs,~

nuclear dev ices one day from radical fr lends el seuher-o , Powerlessness also

corrupts--and absolute ,)owerleS;;lJe33 can corrupt ab so'l ut.el.y,



But once again there is one kintl of pow'erlessness whose illIplications are
,

particular'ly oistlnctive--th€ pcucrlessne3;: 0f women on issues of war and

peace. Related to this issue i,;, 'ohe .,hole Quest ion of the psychology of

nuclear macho. It t s to tnese sexual questions that we must now re t.ur-n ,

In societies "hich a'-e vastly dilfe,'ent from each other, war has so far

been pre-eminently a mascut i ne [~t'"Je .. "our :"~O:1::; are OUi~ warriors"-thia has

been almost universal, Daughters have had different roles as a rule. Even
,

countries like lsra"l, ,.hioh involve women snbstantiall y in issues of war and

peace, have tended to be .irot.ect tv c of wome,1 in the allocat ion of combat

duties.

If it is indeed tr ue chat t.ner-e is " pronounced '!!!~~ fMtO\' in the

psychology of going to w'3r. we cannot, igr,or2 the macno factor when we are

.......

r

discussing t!ucleax_ \/31'. l'erhaD~ tl13t is indeed "'bat is distinctive about war
' ..

in the nuclear 2ge-- it na s beeome too important -cOO be left to men, The whole

hunan species i,5 at st.akp-,ruen \-,,',en, nnd "l,iloren. And while the !ll,IIlan race

has managed to survive for pel'l"\~,,} three- million yea;-rs in spi te of the violent

proclivities of the cave mau , nucLear povei: r"c.:Hluires the most fundamental of

all human revolutions--3 truly androg yn.i.zed ,3ystem of soc i ar and political

power.

It is true that the most ,,,:nOllS vcmen "ulel's in the twentieth century

have tended to b,~ II iron LJdiesu \'J'ith a t ~~.t· for nuclear credentials-Golda
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UE; apprQXi,;;cL::'l;,:~ ::.:,1' wha:-~ ':::.::' r''';'Sdr'o. 33 t.c ug h a nc heroic. Af:""ica and the rest

of ":"~he CO{TlI:lu~lity ecu l d on Ly c i.r.cov er t.r.o trL:t-' ilnp2ct of women on decisions

llre we to 3SSUi:ie that ......omen in Afr i ca and elsewhere are g erie r aLl y less

'I i o i e nt, than r.lcrr? 'I'hc answer is "Ye s" __ though the reasons lnay be more

cu~tural than Dl'1~(lsical. Our lnfQrmation is inadequate about the causes, but

ther~~ lS rIo aoub: ~bcut the ccrreldtion bet~eell violence and masculinity. The

J82-,-:::-, O! c r irncs of \Ijclen.;::e are;) so l e.nn testimony; the wars across history;

the couc e nt.r a: i or: "::'.J,;!Jps and ~hl'..:i.:· El(:h~~;j;ln~;. Of course, the worLc has also

produced tru~a] wOlnen. SlIt while men and womer] have had an equal share in

de":..er-,nining b i rt.ns , men have h:·jj an ov erwh-s Irn i ugl y larger" share in de t.ermi n i ng

deut.ns. Men and wo:::en are c o-ccr-e at.or s of the human r ac e , but men have often

oe eu solo de s t r-oy e rs ·;)1 Larg e ChL!IH:~~ of that r ace , The f'em a z e of the species

is ~he S(~l(;1 partner in ~he prRcess of baby-making; the male of the species

:'~\5 be en the se n ior par t ncr in U1e b us ' ness of corpse-making. In t\,'entieth

CBIH,Lir"y alone t.ne re has been no female equivalent of Hitler, or Stalin, or Pol

p.,t,} or Idi Amin, or the more or ut.a l arcn i t.ec t.s of apartheid.

In reality we c ann ot DC sure that an andr og yni zec power system either in

Africa or Oll the worl~ stage will in f"act succeed in moderating the violent

t nc l i r.at.Lo ns of states. But p<.:;;i'lapS no th iug short of a gender revolution can

s t anc a chance c : (;on~,ain:'nl.:" t.ne nuclear- threat to the species. If that does

n ct, W'Jr k e i t.hcr ~ ttH' future ·,.;iJl be grim indeed for the human race as a ",hole

as it faces its o~rl escalating tech'101~gic~1 capadity for plan~tary

nelf-dest.ruct ion.

•



There is one happy prospect that Black Africans can contemplate which the

Arabs are denied. Blacl< Africuns call contemplate the prospect of inheriting

the white bomb of the Republic of SouU, Africa. As we have argued elsewh"re

in this volume, before the end of this century the Blacks of South Aft"ica will

probably succeed in ov er thr owing t.ne reg une of white supr-em ao y, In the wake

of the racial war which ra a to precede the Black victory, half the white

population would probably have had t.o leave the Republic. But it seems almost

certain that half the white population of South Africa would in the end also

still remain behind. Through t ha c oU'er half, South Africa's nuclear

capability would be t.r ansa It.t eu froo, white control to black control.

It is therefore a fs Lr- que s t ion' to ask whether the prospect of a

nuclearized South Africa coday is a bles s rug or a curse for tile rest of

Africa. Is it possible that white S'JUth Africa's nuclear bomb is a short-term

nuisance for Black Af~ica but a 10ng,-term advantage? Are South Africa's

Blacks going to be the le,;itimat.e heir'S of South AUlca' 5 nuclear capability

before the end of the century?

There is little doubt that- white South Africa' 5 bomb is irrelevant for

the survival of apartheid. The main thr-eat to South Africa's racist regime is

internal to South Africa-and the rer.,ime is unlikely to use nuclear devices in

the streets of sovet.o , si.cn a use would. in any caee , precipitate a white

exodus--at least as ser-aor.s a cr i s i s for apartheid ;:s the rebellion of Blacks.

But while nuclear pover is of marginal significance in the fortunes of

present-day South Afri"a, it may be more significant in the post-apartheid era

of the Republic. AS tie Ie'''' rulers inherit the white nuclear bomb, they will

be transformed from th,~ status of being the most humiliated Blacks of the
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twentieth century to the st.atua of ce com mg the most powerful Blacks or the

twenty-f'irst cent~ry. Black-ruled south Africa will or cour-se retnain not only

one of the richest countries in the world in terms of mineral resources. but

also one of the mo~t industrialized in the Southern hemisphere. The nuclear

capability will remain part of a wider industl'ial complex.

But can such 'Ihorizontal nucLear pl'oliferation'~ oe a cure t.o vertical

proliferation? Again the under-Ly i.ng hop" lies ill creating the necessary

culture shock for a serious cOlMlitment to unt versal nuclear disarmament. III

any case, Black inheritance of South Africa's bomb will not be hori:',G:lta}

n\.iclear proliferation in the usual sense. No ne v (Jountry will have been adojell

to the membership of the nuclear clull-only a new race. For the first time

the nuolear club will have a Black member , At. the most, the horizontal

proliferation will have been across the racial divide rather than state

boundar-Les , And since t{orthern nuclear powers are more aft'aid of South

African Blacks handling the bomb than of South Afrie,an whites doing so, the
r-

new Black member of tbe nuclear club way well precipitate an agonizing

reappraisal as to whether the club should exist at all. TIle I"acial prejudices

and distl"ust,s of the white metUb,'rll ~'f the nuclear club may well serve the

positive function of disbanding the club--and di$lantling the nuclear arsenals

in the cellars which had constituted credentials for membership.

But nuclear disarmament is not cnough . There is need to recuce the risk

of war. After all, once the "genie" of nuclear kr'ow-how is already out of the

bottle, it can be re-utilized if war broke out-and a new nuclear arms race be

inaugurated. The ultimate evil is man's proclivity towards war--al~ not

merely the weapons with which he has fought it.
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But what kind of fundamental r-evot ution could stabiliz;e the gains in

nuclear disannameht and reduce the ri sk of war'? In order to answer t.hat

question "e need to ask that other quest ion: what has been the mast

persistent cnarac t e r t atIc of \4ar in all societies. across all time, traversing

all cultures'?

No, the most persistent attribute of war has not been the consistency of

motives-for men have fought for r e ascns which have ranged from gr-eed to

glory, from gold to God. fl'om liberty to land, from sex to soccer. The

motives have varied but war has cant mued ,

The most recurrent at.t.r-rbut,e of war has not been its technology either""';,

for we know that the technological range has been from the spear to the

Lnt.e r-oont menta'l missile.

Nor has war been a p€cul1arlty of certain cli,nates- for men have fought

under the oLaz i.ng sun as well as in snow drifts.

No. the most per-s ist.ent at t.r Lcute of war has not been its motivation.

technology, organization, goals. or geographical context. As w~ have

indicated. it has in fact been its masculinity.

But with the coming of the nuclear age, war has become too serious to be

left to men. The power systeiu of tne world does indeed need to be

'- andr og ynf zed , Th" most poignant of all par-adoxes amounts t.o the following

imperative: If man is to survive, woman has t.o bear arms.

Africa originally declared wallan as custodian of fire, water, and earth.

The nuclear age is r ede r rn ing the scope of that triple custody globally.

Africa once errcr us t ed to woman both the survival of this generation alld the

arrival of the nex t generation through the doctrine of dual fertility. The

nuclear age is expanding that responsibility into a planetary agenda for



30

:~-hree ir. t.u r e re v cr ut i ons of gender,

i n .:;-;J'-,l:!'sal nuclear c i sarrn ane nt. and effective arms control. War has

Peac~ [7'0,3:1' one day unv e i I a feminine face--

•
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of the 5th Century B.C. C'JOsult also Okot p'Bitek, African Religions in
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~. There is no doubt such arrangements occur in Moz~bique. What is not
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5. I am indebted to the f1.eld research and interviews in Southern Africa

which accompanied the BBC/WETA televisi<)ll project "The Africans: A Triple

Heritage" (1985-6).

6. Edward S. Ayensu, lecture on ·"Natural and Applied Sciences and

National Developnent", deHvered at the Silver Jubilee celebrati.on of the
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(GKT).

9. Caryl P. Haskins, "Atomic Energy and American foreign Policy," foreign

Affairs, Vol. 2~ No, 4, JUly 1946, pp. 595-6.

10. Kwame Nkrumah, I Speak of Freedom: A Statement of African Ideology

(London: Heinemann Educational, 1961) p. 213.
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