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inverivwinegd, Tne nisbory of Africs sipnce 1635 i3, to a ilarde extent, a
preparavics ffor Lhese Lhoed revelublons,

& Tundamentsl cnange v orelztions between tne genders nas been occurring
partiy beceuse ol Lfrica's irteraction witn other cultures in this pericd,

Islam ami wWesteru colonial iam igas of relationships

belwesn the sexes,  Beth tne fanily and African scoiely oL largs are caught up

in thesc tensiorns of culiure cnange, 1% is this quesiicn of gender in African

society since 1435 that wa addfﬁﬁﬁ first .

Africa since changes in the role and

stdtus of women in A{rics. 1 meoy celtorar there hiad beenl g
belief that God made woman the custodian of fire, water and earin, God

himscel £ took charge of the fourta elewent ¢f the universe-ipne omnipresent
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Custody of fire ertanisd ravponsibelity for mabing energy svailable. And
the greatest source of energy in rural ifrica is firewood, The African woman
became disproportionately responsible for finding and carrying nuge bundles of

Tirewocod,




Custody of water invelved water as a swmbol of both sarvival and

cleanliness, The Africen wLanl besame respons:ble for snsuring that this
critical suvstanee was averlsatle Jor the fmmilyve She hmas trekked long

distances t¢ {:tch waler,

The custedy of earth bas bees pary, of a deetrine of dual fertility,

Woman ensures the survivael ol this generation by waintaining a central role in

wWoitar ensures the

cultivarion— o

arrival of the next generaticn Ly her rol? ns oobher - Lie Tertility of the

gg@g: bual fertility becomes an aspect of the triple custodial role of
African womanhood, ' o
What has happened to this dootrine of triple custody in the peried since
19357 Different elesments of the colornial experience affected the role of the
African woman in different vsys,
Among the facvicrs which increcsec Lhe womar’s rele on the land was wage
labour for the men., Feaced ith o Afrizan population reluctant wo work for

e

low wages for somebody else, wolonial rulers uad flready cxperimented with
both forced iebour and tadNav:0n 83 2 way i ildueing Afvricsns 1o Join the

colonial work force.
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Accorﬁing to Mary;;‘_:)‘kt' Yaap I:-q\?: wans robmr s wawa fima b‘E?fO'F‘"El‘ it 9

began te affect wemen's role on the land., Her own work was among [ud wonen in
Kenya,

By 1930 a large nuuber of men had left Kowe at least once
for outside emplovwent... HMore thar wslf of this group
stayed away for pmricds af fliteen years o mere,,,, This
growing expori of Iatour from the province might be
thought tc have increascd the burden of agricultural warl
for women.... AS early s 1919, sdministrators lamented
the fact that Kyanza was becoming the labour pool of the
entire colony.... Yet the shorl-term migrants of the

1920 's were usually umarried jyouths,; whe rlaved a
relastively minc= role in the local economy beyond
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preastonal nerding ond the cotquest of carlie in war,
Furthernmore , the Shori-ters labour migrants could and
often did arrange to be away during the slack periods of
the agricuitural oyele,... Thus ilsbour migralion in the
period betore 1330 actually remcved littlie labour from Lhe
lecal econumy and did not significantly alter the sexund
division ¢{ labour.©

Bul. Maryaret Hay goes on te demonstrate how the Great Depression and the
Second World War changed the situation as migrant labour and cenxoription cf
males tock away a bisger aud bigger proportion of men away from Lhe land,

This was compounded by the growth of mining industries like the gold mining at
Kowe from 1934 onwards:

The long-term absence of men had an impacl ob Che selual

division cf labour, with women and children zssuming a

greaver share of agrieultural work than ever belore....

The thirties represent a wransition with regard to the

sexual division of labour, and it was clearly the women

; . c L . 3

whe bore the burden of the transition in rursl areas.”

Women in this perioed, from the 13305 cnwards, btecame more deeply involved
as "custadians of earth.”™ In southern Africa the migraticns to the mines
became even more dramatic, By the 1958s a remarkable bifurcaticn was taking
plece in some Soulhern African scocieties-~—-a division between & male
proletariat (industrial working class) and a female peasantry. South gfrica's

regulations against families Jjoining their husbands on the mines exscaerbsted

Lhis tendency towards gender-aparibheid, the segregation of the sexes, Hany

women in the front line states had to fulfill their uriple cusiodial role of
Tire, water, and earth in greater isolation than ever,

The wars of liberation in Southern Africa froem the 1960s Look Lherr own
toll on family stablility and traditionmal sexual divisien of labour., Some of
the fighters did have their wives with them, 1Indeed, liberabtion armies lise

2ANLA and ZIPRA in Zimbabwe snd FRELIMC in Mozambique incluaded s few female
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fighters., But on the whole, the impace 0f the wars was dlsruplive ol family
life and of tne Q}aditional sexual dgvision of labour.

After independence there were counter-revoluticnary warg among sowne ¢f
the front line states, The most artificial of the post-colonial wars was that
of Mozambique initiated by the sc-celled Mozambique National Rezistance [(MHK
or RENAMO). The movement was originally crested by reactiopary whit&
Rhodesians Lo punish Samora Machel for ﬁis support for Robert Mugabe's forces
in Zimbabwe, After Zimbabwe's independence the Mozambigue Natlonal Resistance
became a surrcgate army for reactionary whites in the Republie of Joulh <='
Africa~—committing a variety of acts of sabotage againat the fragile poste-
colonial economy of Mozombigue,

Again, there have been implicabtions for relations between the penders,
In addivion to the usual disruplive conseguences ol war for tine family, the
MNR, by the mid-1980s, had inflicted enough damage on the infrastructure in
Mozambique that many migrant workers never geot home to their families in
between their contracts with tﬁé South African mines, The miner# aften
remained on the border between South Africa and Mozambique, waliting Tor their
next opportunity to the mines witheut ever haviug found Lhe‘ transportation to o
get to their famiiies in distant villages of Mozambicue.

1% is not completely clear how Lhis situation has affected the docbrine
of "dual fertility" im relation to the vole oF the African woman, Que
possibility i¢ that the exira long absences of the husbhands have reduced
fertilivy rates in some communities in Mozambique: The other 3qenar1m is that
the pattern of migrant labour in Southern ifrice generally has jnitiated a
tendency towards de facig polyandry, Thé woﬁan whe iz left behind acquires

over time 3 de facto extrs husband, The two hushands take their turn gver

e
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time with the woman, The migrant labourer from the mines has conjugal
priority between Eining contracts iflhe dees manage Lo et o the vilisge, He
also has prior claim to the new babies unless agreed othﬁrwise.u

I the more widespread pattern 1s that of declining fertility as a result
of extra long absences of husbands, the principle of “duzml feriility™ has
reduced the social functions of the fertjlity of the womb and increased the
woman's involvement in matters pertaining to the fertility of the soil,

On the other hand, if the more significant tendency in mining communities
in Southern Africa is towards de facto pelyandry, a whole new rexus of social
relationships may be in the making in Scuthern ﬁfrioa.5

Giher changes in Africa during this period which afiected relatiouships
between men and women included the impact of new technologies on gender roles,-
Cultivation with the hoe still left the African woman centralily involved in
agriculture, But cultivation with the tractor was often & prescription for
male dominance,

when you see a farmer
On bended knee
Tiliing land
For the family
The chances are
It is a she!

# ® %

When you see tractor
Passing by
And the driver
Waves.you "Hi"
The chances are
It is a he!

Mechanization of agriculture in Africa has tended to marginalize women,
Their role as "custodians of earth® is threatened by male prerogatives in new

and more advanced techneologies, It is true that greater male involvement in
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agriculture could help reduce the heavy burdeus of work undertaken by women on
the land. On the;other hand, there is no reusspn why thisz reliel in workload
for women should not come through betler technology, Tracbors were not
invented to be driven so0lely by men.

Another threat to the central role of the African woman in the economy in
this period has come from the nature of Western education, It is true that
the Westernized African woman is usually more moblle and with more freedom for
her own interests thas 1s her more traditional sister, ¥®ul a transition from
custodian of fire, water, and earth to keeper of the typewrlier is definitely ‘
a form of marginzlization for African womanhood. Typing is less fundamental
for survival than cultivation. Filing is less basic to the human condition
than water and energy. The Westernized African woman in the second half of
the twentieth century has tended to be more free but 1eﬂs.importank for
African economies than the traditional woman in rural arzas,

The third threat to the role of the African woman in this period came
with the internationalization of African economies, When @conoﬁic activity in
Africa was more localized women nad a decisive role in locel markets and as
traders, But the ecolonial and post-colonial tendencies Lowards enlargement of
economic scale have increasingly pushed the woman to the side in international o
decision-making. It is true that Nigerian women especislliy have refused Lo be
completely marginalized even in international trade. But on the whole, the
Africans who deal with international markets and sit on the Boards of
transnational corporations are overwhelmingly men, And &t maetings cf the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries {(OPEC)——where Muslims

predominate-~there are additional inhibitions aboul haviang even ligeris

represented by a female delegate,
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has had to lock at iiself partly in terms of thils Norin-South divide. The

-~

continent's globaf allies have increasingly beoome the rest ol the Third

World,

Towards Dual Solidarity

Two forms of solidarity are critical for Africa and the Third World if
the global system iz to change in favour of the disadvantaged.

Organic Solidarity conceruns 3oulh-South linkages designed to increase

mutual dependence petwecn and among African or Third World counuries

themselves, Strategic Selidarity concerns cooperavion amony Third World

gountries in their struggle to extract concession:s from whe inpdustrialized
Horthern world. Orgaric sclidarivy concerns the aspiration ta promote greater
integration belween Third World economies, Sirabtegic sclidarity aspires to
decrease the South's dependent integration into Northern ccenomies. The foous
of organic solidarity is primarily 2 South-Scuth econcmic marriage, The focus
of strategic solidarity iz eithér a North-South divorce, a new mﬁrriage
set{lement or a new social contract petween Norith and South, The terms of the
North-3outh bond have to be re-negoviated,

We start also from the additional basic observation that ecoroaic flows
are in any case far deeper between Rorth and South than between South and
South, On the whoie, Southerners do far greater trade with the North than
with each other, and have more extensive relations of production with
industrialized states than with feliow developing countries. Bul those
economic relations between Korth and South are distorted by a tradition of
dependency involving unequal partnership, The structoral Iinks give undue

advantage and leverage to the Korth--and leave the South vulnerable and

exploitable,



)

g

Q
-

What then is the way out? How ©an these two forms of solidarity help to

N L)

ameliorate the Third Wurld's predicacepi of depesndency amd :te persisbenﬁ
economic vulnerablility?

one of the more neglected areas of cooperation is humanpower and
humanpower training. & stari has been wade in manpower exchange between some
Third World counuries apd in the field of manpower wraining across Third Worlid
boundaries, Hut the iwmportance of this ared has beén grossly underestimated,

It 15 not cofven realized that the wmost cbstinate lipe of demarcation
between North and south iz not income (criteria of wealtly but technelogy
(criteria of skill). The eniire internaticnal system EF stratification has
come to be based pot on "who cwns what" but on “who knows what," Libya and
Saudi Arabic may have & hi&hér per capita income than scome of the members of

the European feconomic Community, but Libys and Saudi Arabia are well below

Western Europe in skiils of produetion aind ecoromic organization, Indeed,

nembers of OPEC do net even have adequate skills to control or drill their own
oil.

Nownere is this demonstrated more clearly than in Southern Africa and the
Middle gast. Less than five million whites in South Africs have heen able to
hold to ransem a black pepulation in the region ten btimes thelr own, They
have held neighbouring Blacks to rensom both econemically and militarily, The
main explanastion is not simply because South Africa is rieh, but because that
wealth has been extracted through African labour and Eurepeon expertise,

South Africa's neighbours have African labour too, Some of then are a)sé rich
in minerals., What the Blacks have Jacked indigencusly is Lhe supericr
technology of preduction and the aceonpanying culture of efficlent

organization,
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The Middle East 1is a eleargr ARG ore étaggering Lllustration off the
power of skill o:%r income. At least since the 1970s, much of the Arad world
has become significantly richer than Isrszel in sheer income, Iudeed, the
Israeli economy would have sufferec complete collapse but for Che infusion og
billions of dollars frow the Bnited States amd from World Jewry, And yet, in
spite of being out-numbered and out-wealthed, the Israells have retained the
upper hand militarily against the Arabs, The supremacy of skill over income
and numbers has been dramatically iliustrated in one Middle East war after
another .,

In both South Africa and Israel the cultural vargable is coriticai. Had
Israel consisted entirely of Middle Eastern Jews, the Arabs would have won
every war, Indeed, it would not have been necessary to have more than the
1948 war, After all, Middle Eastern Jews are not very ¢ifferent from their
Arab neighbours in culture and skill, 1In a war agasinst fellow Middle
Easterners, the numerical preponderance of the Arabs would have tiriumphed
against Jews long before the numerical advantage was reinforced by Arab
petro-wealth,

Whap has made the Jsraelis militarily pre-eminent is not.the dewishness
of eighty per cent of the total population, but the Eurcpeanness of less than
half of that Jewish sector, It is the European and Western Jews who bave
provided the technological foundations of Israel's regicnal hegemony.

If then the ultimate basis of international stratification is indeed
skill rather than income, what is'Africa Lo do in order Lo ameliorate Lhe
consequences of its technologica' underdevelopment?

The more obvious answer is for Africa to obtain the know-how from the

Northern hemisphere as rapidly asz possible, But there are difficulties,
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Countries of the Northern hemispher# are often all too eager to transfer

A

certain forms of lechnology, especially through transnpationsl corporations,
but the South's need for certain technological transfers only helps to deepen
relationships of dependency between the two hemispheres.

On the other hand, there are other areas of technology which the North is
not at all keen to transfer. Pre-~eminent among the Labous ig the transfer of
certain branches of nuclear physics and technology. The computer is part of
thélphenOmenon of dependency through technology transfer; the nuclear plant or
réactor is & symbol of dependency through technological mongpoly by the North,
The transnatiotial corperations are often instruments of Northern penetration
of the South through technological transfer; nueclear power, on the other hand,
is a symbol of Northern hegemony through technologicazl monapoly.

The dual strategy for Africaz and the Third World iz beth to learn from
the North and to share expertise among each other, Those aspects of
technology which are being freely transferred by the North should be
"decolonized" and stripped of gheir dependency implications as fazt as
possible, Those aspects of technology which are deliberaltely m&nopolized by
the forth should be subjected to Scuthern industrial espionage in a bid to
break the monepoly. Falkistani scientists have been on the right track in
their reported efforts te subject northern nuclear monopoly tce Scuthern
industrial spying. If Pakistan becomes Islam's first nuclear power and
decides to share the nuclear secrets with a few select fellow Muslims like
Egyptians or Libyans, that trend would be in the direction cof enhanced
technological cooperation among Third World countries,

That is one reason why the brain drain from the South is not an

unmitigated disaster, What would be a catastrophe is a complete stoppage of
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the brain drain, It is vital that tHe South’should countér—penetrate ﬁhe
citadels of technéﬁogical and economi; power. The counter-pepnetration can
take the form of African engineers, teachers and professors, medical doctdrs
and censultants, businesamen and scientists, working in the HWorth, The North
needs Lo be more sensitized to Souilhern needs not only by The speeches of
Southern statesmen and ambassadors, but alsc by the influence and leverage of
Southerners resident in the North,

In any case, there is no law of gravity which says expertise can only
flow from the North to the Scuth, There i3 no gravitationalvlogic which says
that European teachers teaching Afvican children is nafuralumbut African
teachers teaching European children is not, The structure of scientific T
stratification in the world should rapidly cease to be'a rigid caste v
system~—and allow for sccia% mobility in both directions, O0Of course, too big
a brain'drain from the Scouth noribwards could deeply hurt the South--buf the
trouble with the present level o{ the brain is not that it 1is too great, but
that it is grossly underwutilizéd by the South itself. Professor Edward 8,
Ayensu, a Ghanaian Researéh Director 'at the Smithsonian Imstitution in
Washington, D.C., has argued that there is large potextial pool of Third World
experts, resident in the Northern hé@isphere, Wwho would be omly too glad to
serve for a year or two in developing societies if only thelr services were
solicited, What is more, the Northern institutions where they work would,
according te Professor Ayensu, be sympathetically ineclined towards
facilitating such exchanges from time to time if so requested by Third World
authorities.®

If that were to happen, it would be a case of tappling the bralin drain on

the basis of a triangular formula. The flow of expertise would be firstly
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from South to North, ithen North to South, and then Soutﬁ to South~often
involving the sa;e Southern experts‘or their equivalents, snaring their
know-how across hemispheres.

This sharing of Sownthern experts by both North and Scouth would be a more
realistvic Tormula than tLhe tax on the brain drain which Profesaor Jagdish
Bhagwati of the Massachusetis Institute of Technology (MIT) has often
recomiended as a method of compensation by the North towards the South for
manpower transfer, Unfortunately, while the North may indeed be willing to
share with the South some of its newly acquired 3outhern e;perts, the South
itself has shown more enthusiasm {or borrowing "pure" Rorthern experts than
for borrowing Southern experts residing ia the North., The psycholegical
dependency of -the Scuth is less likely to be impressed by an Indian or
Nigerian expert coming from the United States than by an American exipert with
far less understanding of the Third World. The American is regarded as "the
real thing® in expertise-—whilﬁ the Iudian statlistician or Nigerian engineer
is deemed to be a mere Southern "carbon copy.”

Fortunately, all is not bleak.  There is some movement of expertise
between Third World countries, Dr. Boutres Boutros-Ghali, Egypt's Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs, assured me in sn interview in Caire in 1983 that
EEYPpt had Ytwe wmillicn experts" working in ciher countrié&,.mainly in Africa
and the Middle Esst. South Asia also exporis & considerable body of expertise
to cther parts of the Third World.

Some of the traffic in expertise across Third World frontiers is caused
by political instability and economic problems at home, Qualified Ugandans

and Ethiopians are scattered in almost all the four corners of the Third
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wWorld, as well as in the North., So are quafified Ghanaians, Southern
Africans, Nigerigzs, and others, ‘

Then there is the inter-Third World traffie of experts caused by the
magnetisn of petro-wealth. The Guif states have a particularly lmpressive
variety of human power from different lands, Two Ghanaian scholars visited
the University of Petroleum and Minerals in Dhahran in the Xingdom of Saudi
Arabis in the somner of 1984, They were impressed by the Ghanalan presence in
the research complex of the University. They were also surprised to learn
about "24 highly qualificd Ghanaian medical officers working in apd around
this University toun of Dhanran. "l :

To summarize, there is & push factor in some of the less fortunate Thii-ﬁ"w
World countries which forces cul wany native experts in search of alternative @
opportunities in other countries. But there is alsc a pull factor in the
wezlthier Thiid World scc¢ieties which magnetically attracts workers and
specialists from other lands. Together the two forces are helping to lay down
some of the foundations of org;;ic solidarity within the Third World in the
field of know-how. |

what is lacking is an-adéguéée linkage between organic and sirategic
sclidarity in this field of evelving Third World expertlse. A systematic
programme which would enable Africa to borrow some of the Soubhern experts now
residing in the Rorth could become an important stage in the evolution of a @
merger between organic and-st.r,at.egic soliﬁarity.-

Behind it =all is the realization that the ultimate foundations of
international stratificatiﬁn ére not income differences, wilitary gadgets, or

demographic variations, Ultimate power resides neither in the barrel of the

gun nor in the barrel of oil--but in the technology which can produce and
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utilize both efficiently. A HNew International Ecopomic Order would be void

without a New Interpational Technological Order. Africs needs strategies of

solidarity te realize both,

Four Forms of Power

But although the power of skill is at the moment cverwhelmingly in the

hands of the North, there are other areas of power which the South possesses
but which the South has under-utilized,

OPEC is an illustration of producer power, From 1973 to 1983 OPEC

grossly under-utilized its leverage. Instead of using that golden decade to
put pressure cn the North for fundamental adjustments in the patterns and
rules of the world ecoucmy, OPEC coacentrated almost exclusively on the prices
game, a gamne of shori-term maximization of returns,

There 15 a4 crying need for other "producer cartels," no matter how weak
in the short run. (obalt has more promise as a mineral of leverage than
copper, and would invelve fewer countries, Experimentation 1n 8 cohalt certel
could pay off if Zaire asserted herself a little more decisively as an
independent power, After 3all, Zaire has the credentials of being the ZJaudi
Arabia of cobalt when the market lwproves in the years ahead,

The Third World hes alse under-utilized its consumer power, regionally

specific and patchy as it is, The Middle East and African ccuntries like
Nigeria are especially important as a consumers of Western civil and military
hardware, technology and household products. Qccasionally Nigeris or
individual Middle Ezst countries {lex their muscles and {hreaten to cancel
trade contracts or to refuse to renew them. But such muscles are {lexed

usually for relatively minor issues--like protesting sgalnst the television
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film peath of a Princess or when an Arab or African delegation is snubbed by a
Western power, éﬁe consumer power o% Africa and the Middle East could be used
as leverage for more fundamental changes in the exchange patterns between
North and South,

The fourth form of power currently under-utilized by the 3South is debtor
power. President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania, upon being elected Chairman.of
the Organization of African Unity in November 1984, identified development,
debt, and drought as the three leading concerns of the current African
condition, Of course, African debis are modest as comparedKuith those of
Latin America, but Nyerere identified debt as a seource of power and nob merely
as a source of weakness, At the first press cconference after his election
Nyerere, lamented that the Third World was not utilizing the threat of
defaulting more efficiently to induce Western banks to make wore fundamental
¢oncessions to the indebt.ed.8

It is ipdeed true that iff; owe my local bank & few thousand dollars, I
am vulnerable—but if I owe the bank willions of dollars the bank is
vulnerable, Tanzania still owes so little that the couniry is still very
vulnerable, Buf Nyerere virtually declared that if he owed 28 much as soae of
the leading African debtor countries owed, he would simply refuse to pay.
(Africa's leading debtor nations include Nigeria, Egypt and Zaire, South of
the Sahara, Africa's debt by 1986 was over G0 billion dollars.)

In reality Tanzania would still be vulnerable unless there was
substantial strategic solidarity among both African and Latin American
countries, The utilization of debtor power requires considerable consensus
among the indebted, The Western Banks have evolved & k;nd of arganic

solidarity of their own as well as mechanisms of almost continual

o
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consuitation, The creditors of ihe North sre anitod--but the debtors of the
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South are in disarray., Africa and Latin America need Lo eXplore the
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passinilivy of creating a3 strategic soli
indebred--to help induce the Shylociks of the North Lo malke Cconcessions on such
1s3ues as rates of interest, schedule of payment, methods of payment, and the
conditions for & moratorium or even Lotal debit relief where neaded,
Fundamental as all these areas of scrateglic solldarivy are, they are ne
substitute for organic solidarity in terms of Jgreater frade, investment, and

oLner interactions among Third World countries themselves, Here, the Leas

iy

Developed Countries (LDCs} are cauyght up in one of several contradictions, In
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with Lhe horin, the LDBCs need to diversify thelr sconomies

But in tneir relstions with cach other, tne LDCs need to specialize in order

i

to increase mutusl complesentarity. Ugawda could revive its cobton industry
and sell the Fibre Lo Kenys Lo process into s texitile industrv, This
p the two countrles develonp in the direction of
complementary speclializaticn., But the imperatives of Uganda's relations with
‘the world scenomy 25 & whole dictate diversification of Ugenda's industry
ather than speciralizetion., This is én acute dilemma which Third World
countries need o orescive 23 # matter of urgency., They need to find a
suitable balance beftwesn diversification for North-3outh relations and
specializaticy in 3oubth-3cuth Liads,

Related fo this is the ilmperative of finding alternative methods of
payiaent in Touth-S2outh trace,  The principlie of using Northern currencies for

South-8outh trade has been very stresstul,  Tne bogey of "forelgn exchange®

has bedeviied Scuthern goonomies, sambla, and Zimbabwe have been

gxploring possibilitvies 515 reviving tneta of at least some aspect
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of their ecopnomic relaticns, Nigeria, in the 1980s, has éxperimented with
"ccunterutrade“w:éxchanging her o©il éur manulactured goods, The new detente
between Kenya and Tanzania alsc envisages areas of barter trade between the
two countries in the years ahead., And if Uganda's cotton did feed Kenva's
textile industry more systemalicaily in the future, it would not be
unrealistic for Kenya to pay back Uganda in shirts and processed military
uniforms, rather than in hard foreign exchange,

Another area of organic seolidarity among Third World countries concerns
the issue of sharing energy., There have been years when Keﬁya has needed to
get a third of its electriciity from the dam at Jinja in Yganda, Uganda is
still a major supplier of power to Kenva, o

The Akosombe Dam on the Volta River in (Ghana was alzo designed 'to be a
major regional supplier of electricity in West Africa, Unfortunaltely the
level of water has been s¢ low that far from supplying power Lo neighbours,
Ghana has periodically had to ration power domestically. Ghanda has sometimes
needed electirical cooperaticn frow the Ivory Coast. Southern African dams
like Kariba have had more successful regional roles, They all symbolize a
kind of pan-Africanism of energy, organic solidarity through inteflocking
structures of hydro-electric pouer,

An integrated Huropean steel complex once gerved as midwife Lo the birth
of the European Economic Comsunity (EEC)., Indeed, the integrated steel
industry was envisioned as an insurance against any future fratricldal war in
Europe.’ I1f European steel production was interlocked, industrial
interdependence was at hand--and sepurate military aggression in the Tuture

would therefore be less likely.
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In the same spirit, interlocking electrical systems between Third World

N +

countries should deepen mutual dependence——and create incentives for
cooperation in other areas,

The struggle for a more integrated Africa has enccountered many
setbacks-—from the collapse of the East African Community of Kenya, Uganda ard
Tanzania to the substantial drying up of the Akosombo Dam,

An experiment worthy of Africa's aitention and study is South East Asia.
The struggle for a more integrated South Esst Asiz is more of a success
story—as the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) has emerged as a
major economic and diplomatic force in the affairs of the region. The struggle
for a wore integrated Arab world is & mixed story-—ranging from the positive
promise of the Gulf Cooperation Council to the negsative internecine squabbles
of Arab polities, Libya and Egypt are often close to conflict,

In Latin America regilonal integration is also a midxed record, Central
America in the 1989s is tense under the clouds of war, {n the other hamd,
thile and Argentina——through the mediation of the Vatican--have éiffused the
sensitive issue of the Bege channel, Economic¢ cooperation has had its ups and
downs throughout the region, but the ideal of greater integration is still a
live flame, Africs should watceh Lhis distant political laboratory with
fascination,

The Northern hemisphere, as a whole, is divided between two economic
bloes which coincide with the ideoiogical divide, 7The split is of course
between the sccialist world of COMECON (Council for Mutual Econcumic
Assistance/CMEA) énd the capitaliutrworld of the North Atlantic Treaty

Qrganization (NATO),
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Africa, as & Southern region, on the other hand, is still in multiple
fragments, It i; now in search of the elusive secret of putting the fragments
together, It 18 in search of the secret genius cof cohesion,

Strategies of solidarity are but means to an end, The goal is distant
and difficult--buyt Africa's reach should exceed iis grasp or what's a heaven
for?

Bul sheuld Africa’s “reach" extend vo participation im the politics of
nuclear power? Where does Africa fit inte these nuclear calculations? How

have cultural and racial inegqualities affected Africa in the nuclear age? It

is to this thene that we must now turn,

Africa Versus the Nug¢lear fge

It is symbolic of the basic aAfrican condition that the first form of
African partiecipation in the nuclear age concerned a raw material., Uranium is
of course as indigenocus to Afr?pa as "the flame trees of Thika" or the baobab
tree of Senegal. Africa in the 19303 and 1940s helped to provide the uranium
which launched the westernrworld into the nuclear orbit.

Te change the metaphor, Africa was in attendance at the birth of the
nuclear age. It was in part Africa's uranium from 2aire which helped to set
in motion the first nuclear reactor in North America., And for better or for
worse, Africa's uranium may have gone into those dreadful atomic bombs which
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945, But of course Africa
had no say in the matter, An African resource had simply been pirated by

others--and once again played a major rele in a significant shift in Western

industrialism.
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Nob that uraniur was all that gcarce even in the 1940s. What was

' *

significant was that, calside the Soviet Biac and Rorth Ameriecs, urenium
seered Lo Do submantislly availlable .rnly 1p Alack Africa, As Caryl P,
Haswirs pul 1t way bask In 1345

[uranion) 2lend3 n8%t Lo copper in abundance, is aore
apundant. thnar zino, and is about four times as plentiful
2$ iesd, ., AuWers, the outstanding deposits are narrowly
distrivuted, being confined to the United States, Canada,
the Be.qoisw Congo, Ceechoslovakia and posaibly Russia.,
The fact that the richest depeosits of uraniuml ore occurs

in a fairly Limited nusber of places make internaticnal
contrel feasible: oot it also foreshadows viclient

competlitive srrugglies for ownership of the richest
depGoits o the 2truggle far 011 greatly intensified).”

Of coarse, sines 1545 phner reserves of uraniun ore have been discovered.
in the worla, ineluding in diflerent parts of Africa, African uranium has
continued to i1l many & reactor in the Western world, and to help create many
a nuclear bomb,

e

The segond service (after uranium supply! which Africa rendered to the
nuclear age was alsc symbolic, 7 Africa provided the desert for nuclear tests
in the early 1960s, In this case Africa's nuclear involvement had slightly
snitved from a purely indigencus resource (uranfum) to a partially Islanic
pentext fthe Sahara), Thne transitien was from providing indigencus nuclear
material to furnisning & newIsiamle laboratory in the desert for a2 Wedtern
bomb, AL least two of tre legacies of Africa's triple heritage (indigenous,
Ialamic, and wWestern legacieyr were inadvertently involved--from the mines of
Lalre to Lhe sends of Algeria,

The third africen oeint of envry into Lhe ocuclear age has baen Lhrough
the Republic ol 3cuwh iirica. For uetter or worse, Scuth Africa has probably

become s nuciear power or is cloge Lo it, This provides the third leg of

frize’™s triple heritage. Sndigesces resources CAfrica's uraniual, a
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semi-Jslamic testing laborastory (the dunes of the Sahara), and an actual
Western productiGe capability (white Socuth Africa's expertise},

A circle of influence developed, The progress of the French nuclear
programme and its tests in the Sahara probably helped the 1sraeli nuclear
programme, Thls was a period when France was gquite close to Israel in terma
of economic and technological collaboration, The French helped the Israelis
build a nuclear reactor st Dimona and seemed at times to be closer to the
Israelis in sharing nuclear secrets than even ithe Americans were. The
evidence is abundant ang clear-—tiee Frencih nuclear programme in Che late 195{35‘
and 1960s served as a midwifc to the Israeli nuclesr programme, And French
tests in the Sahara were part and pareel of France's nuclear infrastructure in
that pericd,

By a curious twist of destiny, the Israeli nuclear programme, in turn,
cane to serve as a midwife to the nuclear efforts of the Republic of South
Africa in the 1970s and 198032. Relations belween the two countries cooled a
little after the Sharpeville wcssacre of 1960 and when Israel £riefly
considered the possibility of extending aid to African liberation movemenfs in
Southern Africa. But by 1970 there were clear improvenenta in gconeﬁic
relaticanships. And after Black Africa's almest comnplete diplomatic break witp
Israel in 1973, cooperation between Israel and South Afrlca entered new areas,
including the nueclear field, When a nuclear explesion ccceurred in the Scuth .
Atlantic in September 197¢, the cuestion which arors was whether it was
primarily a South African nuvclear enlperitent umiertaken with Israeli technieal
aid, or primarily an Israeiisé%plésive experimert carried out with South

Africa's logisticel support. & cover-up poticy was puorsued by both countries,

helped in part by their Western +llies, especiuliy the Carter idministration
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in the United States., The cyclical nuclear equation was aboul to be
completed. The Sahara had zided France's nuclear progrsmme , France had aided
Israel's nuclear design, and israel had in turn aided 3cuth Africa’s nuclear
ambitions, Kwame Rkrumah's fear of a linkage betweeh nuclear tests in the
Sahara and racist in Scuth Africa had found asteonishing vindication nearly two
decades later. Tt was in April 19050¢ that Rkrweah addressed an international
meeting in Accra in the following terms:

Fellow Africans and friends; there are twor threatening

swords of Pamocles hanging over the continent, and we wust

remove them. These are nuclear tests in the Sazhara by the

French Government and Lhe apartheid policy of the ]

Govermment of the Union of South Africa. It would be a

great mistake to imagine that the achievement of political

independence bty certain areas ip Africa will automatically

mean the end of the struggle, It is merely the beginning

of fthe struggle, )

It has turned ocut that Nkroman's thesis of "two swords of Damocles," one
nuclear and one racist, was in fact prophetic, The Republie of South Africa
is using nuclear power as a peotentially stabilizing factor in defence of
apartheid, The old nuclear fzll-out in the Sahara in the 139908 involved a
linkage between racism and nuclear weapons whieh i3 only Jjust beginning %o
reveal 1itself,

But the cultural and technological inegualities between white and black
in Southern Africa affect other areas of securitye—~conventional areas as well
as nuclear domains, The Republic of South Africa has used its tcechnological
superierity to bully its Black neiihbors into subuission and into
"non-aggression" pacts. The sovereignty of Morzambigque, Angole, Botswana,
Lesotho, and even independent Zimbibue has been violated from time to time,

somet imes with utter impunity, European technological leadership in the last

three centuries of worlid history hais been inherited by people of European



extraction operating in Afrlica--and has been used as a decisive military
resource against.Black Africans. Su;th Africa’s neighbours have begun to
appreciate what it must feel like to be Isrsel's neighbour-—for heth South
Africa and Israel have seldons hesitated te use blatant military muscle at the
expense of the sovereignty of their neighbours,

Again, cultural and technological inequalities have played a8 part in
these politics of intervention. 4s we have indicated earlier, Israzlis have
enjoyed military pre-eminence for so long not because they are Jews hut
because a large part of their population is Western and Europesn, We have
argued that had the population of Israel consisted overwhelmingly cof Miadle
Eastern Jews, the arabs would have won every single war they have fought with
their Jewish neighbour, - Rumbers would have counted, Middle Eastern Jews in
Israel are often more hawkish and ecager to fight the Arabs, but the military
capability for assuring Israeli vicvory has come more from their Eurcpean
compatriots. Agzin culture hag.played a decisive role in deciding victory and
defeat in military equatiuons,

The danger both in the Middle ¥ast and Southern Africa lies in pushing
the weak Loo far, We have already seen how desperate corditions in the two
Sub—regions can easily become fertile ground for different {forms ¢f teryvorisa,
For the time being, that terroriss in the two geographical areas ham not yet
gone nuclear, But if the cultural imbalances between XYsracli and prab,
between white and black, continue to deepen the sense of desperation zmmong the
disadvantaged, we cahmno. rule out tLhe possibility'of thelr acquiring vhose
nuclear devices one day from radical {riemds elsewvhere, Pouwerlessness alag

corrupts-~and absolute powerlessness ¢an corrupt absoluotely.
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But once again there is one kind of powerlessness whose impllcations are

& >

. - 1
particularly distinctive-—-the pousrleasness oF women on lssves of war and
peace, Related to ¢his issuve 1s The whole guestion of the psychology of

nuclear wachoe, It is to these sexval questions that we must now return.

The Goender of Ruclear War

In socielies which are vastly dilferent from each other, war has s8¢0 far
been pre-erinently & wasculine fome. "Our sons zre our warriors"--this has
been alwmost univerzsl, Daughters have had difterent roles as a rule, Even
countries like Israel, which involve women substantiaiiy in issues of war amd

BN

peace, have tended t¢ be orotective of woiten in the allocation of combat
duties,

If it is indeed frua that ithere is & preonounced mucho factor in the
psychelogy of going to war, we cannot ignore the macho factor when we are
discussing nuclear war. Perhaps tiat is indeed what is distinctive about war
in the nuclear zge-—it has become toc important wo be left to men, The whole
hupan species is at stake—men. volen, ard clildren, And while the human racé
has managed {0 survive {or perhans tﬁfeé Qillﬁon yé@rs ia'spite of the'violent
proclivities of the cave man, nuclear power requireé the wost fundamental of
all human revolubions—-a truly androgynized aystem of social and political
power,

It is *rue that the most Jfamous women rulers in the twentieth century
have tended to be "irom ladies™ with a (=2t for nuclear credentials-——Golda
Meir, Indira Grondhi e woll as hargaret Thatcaer, These are the Dahomey
Amazons of the Nuclesv: Rle, th ylar as l¢n; az mort sociéties re&ain

primarily male dominated, the wandt wa guccced In the power fame will tend to
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Le approximetions of Wwhat twen regard as tough and herolce,  Africa and the rest
i the c&mnunity could only disoover tne Lrue inpact cof women on dacisions
conceraing war and peace when Lthe powsr sysienm as a whole has acquired true
aexusl zalanes, commensurate androgyny,
Are we Lo assume that women in Africa and elsewhere are generally less
vicient than men?  The answer 1s "Yes"-—-though the reasons may be more

cultural than oblological, Our information is inadequate abour the causes, but

=

thers 1s uy aoubt about the correlation between viclence and masculinity., The
3T erimes ol viclence are a zolemn testimony; the wars across history;
the concentrat lon canpsd and thew Fichsauns.,  (Of course, the worlc has also
produced brutal women, But while men and women have had an egqual share in
devernining births, men have had an overwh:imingly larger share in cdetermining
deaths, Men and women are co-~crealors of Lne human race, byt men have often
been solo destroyers of iarge chunks of that race, The female of the species
is the senloy partner in Lhe process of baby-making; the male of the species

5

has been the senior partner in the business of corpse-making, In twentieth

in

century alone there has been no female eguivalent of Hitler, or Stalin, or Pol

il

Pon, or Idi Anin, or the more brutsl architects of apartheid.,

In reality we cannot be sure that an androgynized power system either in

f
I
ya
o
ot

Africa or on ithe world stag in fact succeed in moderating Yhe violent

pernaps rothing short of a gender revolution can

o

inclinations of states., Bu
stand & chance of containing the nuciear threat to the species, If that does

not Work either, the future will bhe grim indeed for the human rage as a whole

as it faces 1ts own escalating feanaological capaciiy for planetary
self-destruction,
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Towarcs the Future

There is one happy prospect that Black Africany ean contemplate which the
Arabs are denied, Black Africuns can contemplate the prospect of inheritving
the white bomb of the Republic of Scuth Africa, As we have argued elsewhere
in this volume, before the end of this century the Blacks of South Africa will
probably succeed in overthrowing the regime of white supremacy. In the wake
of the racial war which tas to precede the Black victory, half the white
population would probably have had to leave the Republic, But it seems almost
certain that half the white population of South Africa would in the end also
still remain behind, Through theat other half, South Africa‘’s nuclear
capability would be transsitted frow whnite control to black control.

It is therefore a fsir guestion- to ask whether the prospect of =
nuclearized South Africa coday is a blessing or a curse er the rest of
Africa. Is it possible that white South Afrieca's nuclear boemb i3 a short-term
nuisance for Black Africa but a long-term advantage? Are South Africatls
Blacks going to be the legitiméée neirs of South Africa's nuclear capability
before the end of the century?

There is little doubf that white South Africa's bomb is irrelevant for
the survival of apartheild. The main threat to South Africa’s raclst regime is
interpal to South Africa—and the regime is unlikely to use neclear devices in
the streets of Sowelo, Such a use would, in any care, preclpitate a‘white
exodus—at least as sericus a corisis for apartheld s the rebellion of Blacks.

But while nueclear power is of marginal significance in the fortunes of

present-day South Africa, it may be more significant in the post-apartheid era

of the Republic. 4s bie row rulers iuherit the white nuclear bomb, they will

be transformed from the status of being the most humiliated Blacks of the



28
twentieth century Lo the statua of bécqming'the most powerful HBlacks of the
twenty-first cenéﬁry. Black~ruled S;uth Africa will of courge remain nup only
one of the richest countries in the worid in terms of mineral resocurces, but.
also one of the most industrialized in the Southern hemisphere, The nuclear
capability will remain part of az wider industrial complex,

But ean such "“horizontal nuclear proliferation™ be a cure Lo vertical
proliferation? Again the underlying hope lies in coreating the necessary
culture shock for a serious commitment to universzl nuclear disarmmment, In
any case, Black inheritance of South Africa's bomb will pot be horlsontal
niyclear proliferation in the usual sense, No new country will have been added
to the membership of the nuclear cluv—only a new race. For the first time
the nuclear c¢lub will have & Black member. At the most, the horizontal
proliferation will have been across the raciai divide rather than state
boundaries., And since Northern nuclear powers are more atraid of Scuth
African Elacks handling the boﬁy than of Scuth African whites doing sa, the
new Black member of the nuclear club may well precipitate an agéniiing
reappraisal as to whether the club should exist abt all, The racial prejudices
and distrusts of the white members of the nuclear club'may well serve the
positive function of disbanding the club--and dismantling the_nualear arsenals
in the cellars which had constituted credentials for membership.

But nuclear disarmament is not cuough. There 13 need (o reduce the risk
of war. Afiter all, once the "genie" of nuclear krow-how I8 already Gut_of the
bottle, it can be re-utilized if war broke out—and a new nueleér arms race be
inaugurated, The ultimate evil is man's preoclivity towards war-—amd not

merely the weapons with which he has fought ;t.
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But what kind of fundamental revoiution could stabilize the gains in

N +

nuclear disarmament and reduce the risk of war? In order to answer that
gquestion we need o ask that cther gquestion; what has been the most
persistent characteristic of war in all societies, across all time, traversing
all cultures?

Ko, the most persistent attribute of war has not been the consistency of
motives-—for men have Tought for ressens which heve ranged from greed to
glory, from guld to God, from liberty to lend, from sex to soccer, The
motives have varied but war has continued,

Tne most recurrent attribute of wer has not been its technology either—
for we know that the technological range has been from the spear to the
intercontinental missile. |

Nor has war Deen a peculiarity of certain climates—-for wen have fought
under the blazing sun as well as in snow drifts,

No, the most persistent attribute of wer has.not been 1ts motivation,
technology, organizotion, gaalg; ot gecgraphical contexy, As we have
indicated, it has in fact been its mascuiigigx.

But with the coming of the nuclear age, war has become too serious to be
left to men, The power system of the world does indeed need to be
androgynized, The most poignant of all paradoxes amounts to the following

imperative: If man is to survive, woman has Lo bear arms,

Africa originally declared wonan as custodian of fire, water, and earth.
The nuclear age 1is redelining the scope of vthat triple custody globally.

Africa once entrusted to woman beth the survival of this generation apd the

arrival of the next generation through the doectrine of dual fertility, The

nuclear age is eipanding that respousibllity into a planetary sgenda for
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Ve oLoafeprescovaticn, Africa’s chree futore revolutions of gender,
,ond powsT o will find thesr supreme fualiilment wnen African women take
T oaeat in o aniversal nucliear disarmanent and eifective arms control. War has

Por o oo Long wors o masculine mask, Peacs may one day unvell a feminine face~-

perhians Diand 1o oaomplaxion,
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