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A Historical background

1. In resolution 122 (V) adopted by the fiith session-of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) & Comprehensive New Programme of Action for the Least
Develuped Countries consisfing of two phases was-launched. The Immediate Action Programme
(1979~1981) which constitutes the first phase is infended to give an immediate ‘stimulus
to the economies of the LDCs including immediate support for urgently needed projects

and to pave the way for much larger longer-=term development efforts. The second phase
:consists of a Substantial New Programme of Actior for the 1980s with the objectives of

ransforming the economies of the LICs toward self-sustaitied-development and epabling

‘:fZGm to provide at least the minimum standards of the basic requirements of mutrition,

health, transport, housing, education and employment opportunities for the entire rural and
urban population. : '

2o Detailed stepsfor the planning and approval of ‘the Substantial New Programme of
Action for the 1980s are contained in the resolution, It is stated that, first of all,
a global effort is required to mobilize international ‘support and should go hand in hand
with planning for a greatly expanded programme to be carried out by each least developed
country with the necessary international support. UNCTAD, in close collaboration with
other relevant bodies and organs of the United Nations, prepared detailed studies which
contained recommendations for the operation of the Programme., A Group of Highwlevel
Experts to be convened by UNCTAD was to consider these studies. The_recommendations of
the Group of High-level Experts was to be reviewed in turn by the UNCTAD Intergovernmental
Group on the Least Developed Countries at its third session, called for” that Purpose,
In view of the importance of the action to be taken, the General Assembly was invited to
nvene a United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries to finalize, adopt
'dl support the Programme,

3 The Group of Highwlevel Experts met in Geneva from 26 to 30 November 1979. In its
report (TD/B/775) the Group made a mmmber of recommendations on various fields. Speci-
fically it stressed the need to mount a Pprogramme of sufficient size and intensity to
make a decisive break with the -past stagnation and the bleak prospects facing the least
developed countries. Moreover, it noted that the resourcss required for the massive-
achievement of significant and rrogressive change in the least developed countries were
well within the worldts capacities.

4o = The General Assembly in resolutions 34/203 and 34/210 of 19 December 1979 decided

to convene a United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries with the objective
of "finalizing, adopting and supporting”" the Substantial New Programme .of Action for the
19808, requested the Secretary-Ueneral of the United Nations to designate the Secretary~
General of UNCTAD as Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on the Least
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Developed Countries and decided to designate the Intergovernmental Group on the Least
Developed Countries of UNCTAD to act as the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries. The Intergovernmental Group was further
requested to monitor the progress made on the Immediate Action Programme 1979~1981.

5. At the first session of the Preparatory Committee held in Geneva in February 1980
the Committee reviewed the work of the Group of High-level Experts. and the studies on the
Substantial New Programme of Action undertaken by the UNCTAD secretariat and in other
organizations of the United Nations system including ECA, considered recommendations on’
the least developed countries for inclusion in the new International Development Strategy
and also undertook a preliminary discussion of the major issues concerning the organiza—
“$ion of the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,

6. At its second session also held in Geneva in October 1980, the Committee made specific
recommendations with regard to progress under the Immediate Action Programme and the
preparations for the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries.

Te " An intergovernmental conference was convened by ECA at Addis Ababa from 17 to 22 March
'1980 to consider the problems and prospects of the African least developed countries and”
particularly the implications of the Comprehensive New Programme of Action regarding
national development programmes, the mobilization of external resources and required
machinery at the regional level., The Conference reviewed the critical'circumstances of
the African least developed countries, identified areas requiring urgent action, analysed
provisions made for the least developed countries at the international level and adopted

a set of specific proposals and courses of actions The report of the Conference and its
consolidated statement on strategies, priorities and policies for the African least deve-
loped countries were endorsed by the fifteenth session/éixth meeting of the Conference of
Ministers in resolution 397(XV), which inter aliz affirmed that ECA had 2 special role

to play in the monitoring, review and evaluation of the implementation of the Comprehensive
New Programme of Action on behalf of the African least developed countries. It also
recommended- the establishment of a Conference of Ministers of the African Least Developed
Countries.

8. The decision to establish an anmual Conference of Ministers of the African Least
Developed Countries is an indication of the growing attention that the Commission is

giving to the prorest and economically weakest of its members. Of the 20 African c¢ountries
clasgified as least developed,l/ 11 are land-locked and two are island countries; five
other African countries have since requested ¢ be included in the list of least developed
countries: Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea~Bissau, Sao Tome and Principe and Seychelles,

1/ The 20 African least developed countries are: Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde,'
the Central African Republic, Chad, the Comoros, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Guinea, Lesotho,
Malawi, Mali, the Niger, Rwanda, Somalia, the Sudan, Uganda, the United Repuhllc of
Tanzania and the Upper Volta,
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Together the 25 African countries represent two: thirds of the world's least developed .
couniries, about two fifths of the total number of developlng African countries and about
cne third of thelr total population. Other” ‘African countrles might still be added to
the 1ist of least’ developed countries. The:situation in these countrles has become so
precarious and their prospects so bleak that noéthing short of an extraordinany expansion
of oollective efforts is needed to enable them to achieve the structural transformations
which are necessary for their sustained ani selfwreliant development.

9, The égen&a-of“this"&ear's Conference of Minigters of African Least Developed Countries
includes: ‘

‘:::(a) Review and appralsal of ecoromic and social conditions (1970s) in the African

(h) Review of progress made in the implementation of:

(i)} The Immediate Action Programme 1979-1981
(11) The Substantial New Frogramme of Action for the 1980s in the African LDCs
(¢) studies on aid modalities

(d) ECA work programme for African LICs,review and evalustion of regional and inter-
_national activities in faveur of the African IDCs and- efforts made to co-ordlnate
~ these activities and establish priorities

(e) Review of the preparations for the United Nations Conference on the Least Deve~
loped Countries. '

The Conference is to be convencd at Addis Ababa from 27 to 31 July, after the review
#iings of the African LICs referred to later in this document have been held, thus
making 1t posslble to develop an African positiona

11, The General Assembly, in resolution 34/2103 paragraph 5, requested the Preparatory
Committee "to monitor progress” under the Immediate Action Programme, At its first session
the Preparstory Committee decided, in resolution 5(III}, peragraph 124 to monitor, review
and evaluate progress under the Immediate Action Programme at the global level and invited .
the regional commissions, in consultation with UNCTAD, to monitor, review and evaluate
progress under the Imrediate Action Programme (1979—1981) at the regional level. In
paragraph 4 of the same resolution the international donor community, 1nclud1ng the multi—

lateral agencies, was 1nv1ted by the Preparatory Commitbee to take up the issue. ‘a8 a matter o

of urgency, and in any’ case not later than at ‘the second zession of the Preparatony‘
Committee, and to indicate in writing the steps they proposed to undertake in order to
implément the commitments undertaken in UNCTAD resolution 122 (V), in particular the efforts
being mede "with a view to doubling as soon as possible the flow of official development
assistance to the least developed countries, taking into account the relative performance™
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of donor countries, in order to contribute to the preparation and implementation of the
Comorehensive New Programme of Action", taking into account the special efforts already amade
by some donorse It 2lso invited donmor countiiec and wmltilatersl asenciees to indicate,in
uritten statemento, at the forthcoming scosions of the Preparatory Committee what they were
doiny to. take all poogible immediate steps for the provision of the much larger flows which
would be required for the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action for

the 198050

B. . Declining growth rates of the least developed countries and their consegquences

12. From the second session of the Preparatory Committee as well as visits undertaken

by the BECA secrctariat it would seem that the progress made in the implementation of the
Immediate Action Programme is painfully slow. In fact, since the launching of the Comp- o
rehensive New Programme of Action at UNCTAD V, about two years have elapsed but the :
commitment to alleviate the very difficult economic situation in the least developed
countries has not been implemented in concrete terms, Under the circumstances, the plight
of the least developed countries is assuming serious proportions. It is even more alarm=
ing to note that a number of the African least developed countries are sliding backwards,
recording a negative per capita growth rate, which indicates an even further deterio- .
ration in the deplorably low standard of living existing in these countries.

13, Mounting inflation and a seriously deteriorated balance of payments is seriously
affecting many of the least developed countries making it extremely difficult to under-
take short. and mzdiumeterm planning, Import prices are rising fast and the cost of the
capital formation required has to be continuously revised upwards unless a stabilization
programme is adopted for two or three years as a prerequisite of medium— and long-term
development planning. The Tmmediate Action Programme must aim at utilizing existing excess
capacities before installing new ones. Another major requirement of the Immediate Action
Programme is adequate emergency support to cover balancewof=payments deficitse The short
term stdbilization programmes emphasized immediate measures to utilize existing excess '
capacities, curb inflation and reduce the substantial balance-of~payments deficits before
starting new projects. '

14. The African least developed countries as a group have in general failed to grow during
the past two decades _/. After a slow GDP growth of 3.7 per cent during the 1960s, the
performance of these countries slipped further to a growth rate of 3.1 per cent in the

1970s, with the share contributed by the commodity producing sectors steadily falling.

In terms of per capita output, this implies respective annual growth rates of merely 1 per
cent overall and 0.4 per cent in commodity sectors, There was in fact a serious decline

in the per capita income levels in some countries. Many important scctors, such as per
capita food production declined notiosably, Against the background of the inflation of

the past several years, it was inevitable that mass poverty, unemployment and underemployment

g_/ See ECA Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1979-1980, Part IT,
Section B, on African Least Developed Countries. '
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should  expand séribusky in these cvountries. . Purthery: sharp increases in import prices,

especially oil imports, severe fluctuations in export prices and the general deteriora~
tion of the terms of trade have all contributed to‘Cbnétrain”the foreign exchange posi-
tion of these countries, limited their capacity to ae&uire essential imports of consumer
and capital goods and left them with veny little flexlblllty in the use of resources or

the pursult of new policiess S L ..

+15s° These inflationary tendencies also prevented the Government from increasing both
direct and indirect taxation. Domestic savings in real terms remained stagnant if not
declining, - Under these conditions it became exiremély difficult to adjust the econofy
to the higher import prices of all commodities and in particular oil. Export promotion
and import substitution require substantial resources for fixed capiial formation both
achieve self-suffieiericy in food production and to promote industries that could
pply this important sector with its es8ential needs of fertilizers, agricultural machineny,
new propagated sceds, regular water supplles, etce '

16y Recognizing the lack of progress in the implementation of the Immediate Action -
Programme and realizing the urgent need to improve the economic situation in the least
developed countries, the United Nations Genéral Assembly at iis:eleventh special session
urged all developed countries, developing countries-in a position to do eo, maltilateral
development institutions as well as other sources t6 take immediate steps to implementy
on a priority basig, the commitment undertaken in the Immediate Action Programme (}979h
1981) contained in resolution 122(V) of UNGTAD,

17. Despite repeated commitments to double official development a551stance in real terms.

to the least developed countries, the concessional”aid flows from all sources have in-

fact declined, as expressed-in per caglta constant 1978 dollars, from $18 in 1975 to

$15 or $16 during the period 1976~1978 and might have further declined in 1979. These
ounts were also much lower than Eer capita aid flows to the developlng countries as
whole and the gap seems to be w1deningb It is, therefore, not surprising that the -

social and economi¢ situation in the least developed countries has taken a critical turn

and is deteriorating at an accelerated pace.

C. Review of progress in the preparation of individual country presentations
18. -In accordance with the provision of resolution 7(III) adopted by the Preparatory -
Committee at its first session, the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on
the Least Developed Countries addressed a note to the Government of each of the least
developed countries inviting it to prepare a presentation of its programme for the 1980s"
for review at 1nd1v1dual ccuntny anﬁ/or, where approprlaie, subreglonal meetings with aid

partners.
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19, Missions had been seni by UNCTAD apd in some cases by ECA, to almogt all the least
developed countries to discuss these preparations with ‘appropria:te planning and finane
cing officials and to determine what assistance each Government might require to complete
its preparations, Assistance was provided by UNCTAD and in some cases by ECA to most of '
the least developed African coun:l:r:.es at their request.

20, Furthermore, the Secretary-General of the Conference arranged a seminar in Geneva

from 6 to 8 October 1980, immediately prior to the second session of the Preparatory .
Committeey to which senior planners from each of the least developed countries were :ani't’.ed,
in order to review the problems being encountered in the preparation of individual country
presentations and to consider how best to organize the individual country consultations
with donors, -

-21a ' In the course of the seminar, each oountzy made a brief stetement d.escr:.b:.ng whai o
it had done so far, It was noted that most particdpants reported that work on the pre-
paration of their country presentations was reasonably well advanced. After considering

the guidelines suggested by the UNCTAD smecretariat for preparing the country prasenta,tions,
the particn.pants agreed that they were well concezved and comprehensive,

224 Most pe.rl;:.cipants felt, however, that prepa.rat:.on of the document requ:.recl technical
axperhise and statistios not available in many of the least developed coumtries, A working
group. vzla,s_ therefore set up to propose simplified but detailed guidelines for preparing

a minimum scceptable version, while the UNCTAD -g;uidelin'es would constitute the optimum
gtandard,.

23« It was also noted a.t the Seminar that coun'l:ries were at different stages of 'the
planning process with some already :melemen*bing their development ‘plans while others were
still at the launching stage. Countries were thus faced with different problems in
connexion with the presentation of their programmes of action for the 1980s. Nevertheless,
it was agreed that the country pres.en.ta._t;.ons of the least developed countries should be
available by March 1981 at the latest. Some par'ticii.pents,, obgerved, however, that it would be
difficult{ for them to submit their long~term plans in details

v
244 The Seminar placed particular stress on the need to indicate, in the individual
country presentations, hational priorities in keeping with countries® economic and social
development plans. On that specific. po:.nt, the Seminar emphasized the need to formumlate
a document that would convince the donors a.nd encourage them to :.ncrea.se their development
aid mbsta,nt:l.allyo

25, The participants also consa.d.ered in detail the modalit:l.es of assista.nce, different
types of assistance as well as the presentation and content of projects. It was agreed
that a consensus must be reached on the definition of priorities; a priori, each couniry
must itself define its objectives. For that purpose, the Lagos Plan of Action adopted
by the African Heads of State and CGovernment and the African Strategy were distributed
by the ECA secretariat to all the African LDCs through UNDP,
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26, With respect to aid modalities, it was important to consider the limitations of the

project assistance approach and the need to go beyond ite One must recognize the advantages

of integrated planning approaches in key sectors, the need for commodity assistance and

for programme support. The multiplication of donor projects had most often not resulted

in a coherent integrated approach to development in the-IDCs. Moreover a large number

of projects in a specific sector increased the burden of administration on the host

country menagers. It was necessary to establish more clearly the limitations of project

asslistance in an accelerated programme and the impact that sectoral support programmes

and other forms of non-project assisfance could have in increasing the capacity to absorb

and to support the objective development programme.

27+ It was therefore recommended that each country should look into the limitations of

roject aid teking at least one sector as a case study and consider how foreign aid could
‘Ei better mobilized and co~ordinated to support the priority sectors of developing

countries, Such studies would prove helpful in discussions with donors who had been increaw

singly recognizing the need to find more flexible and effective forms of foreign aid

which would support development efforts,

28, It had been found from experience that some projects were more acceptable to donors
than others. It was therefore suggested that donors should give some indication of the
projects and programmes most likely to be favourably considered for funding. Some iguidance
had been provided by representatives of donor agencies during the Seminar; for example,

they had proposed that each country should stress projects and programmes relating to

food, energy and agro-industry.

29. The Seminar also noted that in drawing up national development plans and programmes,

efforts should also be made to articulate the relationship between domestic policies

and investment needs and that the country presentations should not merely be an incoherent

‘ESppplng list of projects for external assistance. In fact, efforts to mobilize internal
sources should be given prominence so that foreign assistance should not be assumed

to be a substitute for domestic action but rather a component complementing the develop =

ment effort. :

30. In the course of the Semlnar, con51derable dlscu381on took place on prefeasibility
and fea51b111ty studies following the assertion of some donors-that they would not be

in a position to make available any type of assistance before such studies were completed,
However, it was the view of the seminar participants that prefeasibility studies were

a costly undertaking and difficult to complete within a short periof of time. It was also
noted that for some countrles which had attempted such an exercise two or three years
earlier, projected costs had become obsolete as a result of rapid price  increases so

that they had served no purposze, :
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31l. .The Preparatony Commlttee took note of the above preparatlons and in close consul-—
tatlon with the least developed countrigs present agreed to set . a time limit of 1 March
1981 for the submission of country presentations by the least developed countries to
the UNCTAD Conference secretagriats It was noted that many least developed countries
would be able to submit their presentations earlier. A few of the least developed
countries indicated that they would need further assistance to help them meet the above
deadline. The ECA secretariat would provide some assigtance in that respect.

D. Organization of country review meetings

32¢ In its resolution T(III) adopted at its firet session, the Preparatory Committee
invited the least developed countries "to hold individually country a.nd/or,. where approa
priate, subregional comsultations wiih aid partners collectively prior to the United
Nations Conference in orderto review their proposed programmes; inter alla -such consul-
tations would also take up the review of aid modalltles"

33. At its second session the Committee took up the gquestion of the organization of
review meetings and agreed on the following frameworks:

: (g) The Preparatory Committee decided that the review meetings of each least
developed country's presentation should be held between 1 March and mid=June 1981;

(E) It was agreed that each least developed country should decide on the countries
and multilateral agencies which it wished to invite to its own review meeting and that
it should be encouraged to invite all potential donors.. The Secretary=General of the
Conference in a note verbale dated 15 December 1980 circulated a suggested list of
participents to be invited to each individual country review meeting. The list included
both present and potential donor countries and multilateral agencies as listed in <=’
annex 13 :

(¢} It was agreed that, if a least developed country concerned so desired, it
might be advantageous to co~ordinate the individual country reviews by having them take
place in an orderly way, such as on the basis of regional or subregional groupings of
countries, so that each country in a grouping could be reviewed 1nd1v1dualky at a partl—
cular vermue and during a particular period of time; :

~i-(d) Thene wds agdeement ‘that there was need for flexibility and that, if such

a procedure was inconvenient for a particular country, it ‘might be reviewed at a separate
time and place, That would apply particularly to those countries which might be added
to the list of least developed countriess
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(¢) The Preparatory Committee ook note of the initial suggested schedule which
the least -developed countries proposed for such review meetings. The following are the
dates for each grouping and” véntied™ established. for_the rev1ew meetlngs of the African

least developed countriess e T e
East Africas 4 to 15 May 1981 - ECA headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Burundi,  Comoros, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Somalla, the Sudan, Uganda, the United Republlo
of Tanzania , i .

West and Central Africa: 25 May to 5 June 1981, zhe Hague, Netherlands

‘:; Benin, Cape Verde, the Central Afrlcan Republlc, Chad, the Gambza, Guineay Mall,;
the Higer, the Upper Volta S

Southggn Africaz 22 to 26 June,ilééi; Geneva, Cwitzerland
Botswana,.. Lesotho, Malawi;

(£) The Preparatory Committeealso took note of the possiblllty of reviewing sub-
regional development schemes of particular 1nterest to one or more of the least developed
countries in a region, as part of the series of meetings to be held for regional ‘and
subregional groups of countries as now proposed;

(g) It was felt that each individual review meeting would be most effective if
chaired by an eminent person, from within the United Nations system, who was. thoroughly
-familiar with problems of the least developed couniries. : The Secretany-General of

+7 . the Conference had accordingly proposed the names of such persons to the Covernments
‘::_of the least developed countries,

34, The Committee of Development Planning (CDP) at its March 1981 meeting would, in

" accordance with.(eneral Assembly resolution'35/106 consider the inclusion of six specific
countries (Djibouti, Equatorial Guinéa, Guinea=Bissau, Sac Tome and Principe, Seychelles
and Tonga) as well as newly independent countries. The recommendations of CDP would be
considered by the Economic and Social Council at its first regular meeting of 1981. These
six countries or newly independent countries, without prejudice to decisions on their
status as least developed countries, might prepare and distribute country presentations
in accordance with the decision of the second session of the Preparatory Committee,

E. Date, duration and venue of the United Nations Confereﬁﬁe:on the Leagt Develoged_

Countries

35« In accordance with the recommendation of the Preparatory Committee, the General
Assembly in resolution 35/205 decided to hold the United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries from 1 to 14 September 1981, to be preceded by a two-day consultation
of senior officials, to take place on 27 and 28 August 1981, It accepted the offer of
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the Govermment of France to act as host to the Confsrence which would be held in
Parige  :: '

F, Consideration of the elements of the Substantial New Proggamme of Action for
he 12803 )

364 With respect to the Substantial New Programme of Actlon for the 1980s which covered
the four main areas of structural change, social needs, transformational investments

and emergency support, the elements of the sirategy could be properly-fofﬁﬁiated only -
with full lcn.g@edge of the contents of the individual country presentations and +the o
discussions at country review meetings. It was recalled, that the objectives of the
Conference, as put forward in UNCTAD resolution 122(V) and in General Assembly
resolution 34/203, were to finalize, adopt and support the Substantial New Programme of
Action for the 1980s for the least developed countries. It was expected that the
individual country presentations would contain all the problems and bottle~necks faeing
the least developed countries and their development goals and aspirations. The view

was also expressed that an essential feature of the least developed countries was not
only that they were very poor but also that they had special structural difficulties
and that external aid would be needed to overcome bottle-necln. But' ald would not be
enough by itself; it mighi be necessary to focus on major sectoral problems common to
all least developed countries and requiring joint action.

37. The view was also put forward that the Conference should focus on a definite strategy
for ensuring an acceptable quality of life for the citizens of the least developed
countries including the provision of at least minimum standards of mutrition, health,
educeation, social services, transport and communications, etcs That would require a <='
massive inflow of resources, including food and commodity aid, capital assistance and
emergency balance-~of-payments support as well as improved aid modalities,'to supplement

the main development effort which was the responsibility of each least developed country,
The pragmetic planners in the least :developed countries themselves would have to ensure
the i cessary structural changes and dlver31flca¢10n.

Ca - Prellmlnary congideration of. the followaup of the United Nations Conference on the -
‘_Least Developed Countries

38. The'Preparaicny Committee reiterated that whether the Conference would take place

in September 1981 was not the most important issue. What was perhaps most crucial was

that options for thé follow-up of ‘the Conference had to be discussed at that tlme,otherwzse
it would become a onewshot event,



E/CN.14 @%’ﬁlﬂ 2'?
E/CN.14/1LDCs, I/4
Page 11

39. 4 long~term substantive and substantial programme was needed for the least deve~
loped countriese. According to the UNCTAD secretariat, a new organization would not be
very helpfule It was also felt that the creation of a new fund would not be necessary.
‘What was important was that in all the existing organizations there should be very
specific programmes and provisions for the least developed countries, with regard not

only to income transfers but also to other elements of international economic and finan—
cial relations. While discussion of the problems of the least developed countries at the
sessions ofthe Preparatory Committee and at review meetings preceding the Conference would
be necessary, such discussion should remain on the agenda subsequently.

40, The possibility might be envisaged of institutionalizing the review meetings after
_aihe United Nations Conference, so that every two or three years, for example, several

eetings of regional groupings of least developed countries would take place to review
the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action decided upon by the United
Nations Conference and to speed up international efforts. It was advisable for the ‘
policies adopted to be directed under the auspices of the United Nations, in which all
countries were represented. If a lasting decision was to be taken at the Conferencey, much
thought must now be givén to the various options open. Also if long-term institutionals
ization was decided on, the timing of the Conference itself was not crucial. ¥What was
crucial was the clear commitment of the world community to take the problems of the least
developed countries seriocusly for more than a decade.

4l, In preparation for the ECA Conference and the United Nations Conference on the LICs,
FCA had sent high level ministerial missions to the largest number possible of the
African least developed countries for an exchange of views and to elicit an African stand
on the following issues:

(g) Country programme and plan presentations for the 1980s with a view fo ensuring
% they were technically acceptable and realistically ambitious;

() ECA Conference of Ministers of African LDCst date, agenda, etce}
(¢) The Lagos Plan of Action and its links with the Comprehensive datej

(d) Review of progress of the Immediate Action Programme,1979-1981;

(e) Review of progress of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s
and the United Nationg Conference on the LDCsj

(£) Preparations for and expectations from the review meetings and the United
Nations Conference on the LDCs;

(g) Post United Nations Conference arrangements at national, regional and inter—
national level and the role of ECA.
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42, A séparate mission had also been mounted t0 a selectéd mumber of Afrlcan least
developed countries and to bilateral and multilateral donor aganclies

to review aid modalities and the changes needed to facllltaie the use of forelgn eapatal
inflow in the Afrlcan least developed countries. :

43+ As the General Aseembly had decided to hold the United Nations Conference on the |
Least Developed Countrles in Paris from 1 to 14 September to be preceded by a two-day
‘consultation of senior officials to fake place on 27 and 28 August 1981, it was deemed
fit to focus this year's meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the African Least
Developed Gountries on the issues before the United Nations Conference on the Least Deve-
1opeq Countries. It was therefore found appropriate to hold the Conference of Ministeg
of ‘the African LDCs in Addis Ababa from 27 to 31 July after the review meetings and not
_1mmed1a¢ely before the meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the Commission as
‘Stipulated in Commission resolution 397(XV). That would allow sufficient time for _
preparations for the United Nations Conference and for an African stand to be taken at
the Conference in July on the outstanding issues before the United Nations Conference,





