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My GOE MY GOD
Have gou forsaken me ?

1

Pexiah, 1 Perxdsh ch Maslénr - —

Ffoaae hasten and take contaock.

My mothex-fand which you with mifk and honey did beslow
With beautiful natural and human resources AFRICA you ddd endow
My bfessed motherfand 44 bewitehed with sufferdings yet untold.

Oh IAIRE, GHANA, SOUTH AFRICA ANV SIERRA LEONE

Whare 44 your 90% of the Wordd's diamonds you produce ?

Oh ZAMETA, ZIMBABWE, SCUTH AFRICA AND ANGOLA.

Te what hat yout thixd of the world's total coppexr beseduced 7
Oh CAMERQOON AND NIGERIA For what are your rdch wefla 2f ol L
being confused.

by AFRICA producer of #0% of the wonfds gold

Mu AFRICA, producen of Lona + lond ef wood and cthex
agricultural products in quaniiies yet untold.

My AFRICA OH My AFRICA. VYou who was showered with pleniy,
chosen by the masten forn his fold. MY AFRICA My AFRICA wheo
Rendered yeu poor must have been bofd. He Ls nol bodd buft
wicked. The seffish heantless monstern, Who Lo this endfaess
stafe of slavery and misery AFRICA has sofd.

Ok AFRICA why {4 your weaffh sc consumed by the demon of
Tnternational markets., Prdices sei not by the sellex but by
the consumer-economics of Africa’'s nature gdlven parkets.

By contdnued 4alling prices of Africa’s commod{ties to Lhe
benefit of those international markeis. By the ehpect of
price movements so catastrophdic on Agrican Counctrdies and
peoples - the unforfunate targels.

©h Wondfd Bank, Inteanatsspnal Monelary Fund and the G.7,

Have you but rendered the United Natdiona democratic

mechan<ams dor the promotion of human devefopment redundanit 7
Were your STauctural Adjustiment Programms and fonedagn curAgrly
Poans ment to render the Pives of Afrdican famifies unpleasant 7
(theae spinafled interests which trhappled the fLoana Lo

Aadean Countndies Lo you an oul come pleasant 7
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AFKICA, AFRICA wahe up from sfeep

Your men and A0ns are oud o4 jobo

in theds thousans Ls not a dream.

Your woemen and chifdren are hungay,

dyding aksc by the thousands, down to the decp.

Men and feadeas of Afrdica, how canm gou accept sevene
cuts vn avcial spiending jon a dead 20 mean.

How can you afford Lo mismanage fhe L4itide thad you
borhowed foa your Countalesd as meat.

wWake up Wake up men of Afacca
1ts a xeal rough deak. Wake up wake up you strohny
and hard werkding women of Afadlca. Glad Light your

toins and fight These economdic powers and padingdpaldties

04 our timed that be.

Prayenful women 04 AFRICA cry out

tike Vavid and ash your makexn

How much Longer, tord widd you just Yook on 7
My God my Ged T wdidd keep praying on

Fea 1 kncw some day you wall answer me.

This £4i1Le Poem 43 meant to give a Biad's fye View ¢4 the
econemie peight of Afrdca durding the pasi Lwo decades widh
{ts conaequences on the Afrdcan famity.
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Tn Afrdiva as 4in Lhe weadd cver, Che famafy L5 the basdc
04 sccdety with distdnel percpbiandfies and diversities Ln
crulianment. 14 i fhe scciaé institution wd{thin which child-

bearing and chifd up bringing takes place. The wide dLversily 4n
family strucfures stems the vardety Ln socdetdiad vafues and in
Aelation 1o the functions Fhey dccomoldah and The suppord sysiem.

Tn Afxica, famifies atre importani agends of sustainable

devefopment to which they make crucdaf confrdbutdons at alf Leveds

04 Scciety. As the pramary agent of scclafization, The gamidfy plays

A

an impertanit nofe in the {nfeigeneraticnal transmission of scedal
vafues. In this £ight 4t can afsc be a potentead agent ¢f socdal
change.

neffected 4in the Cametcon confexd

Agrican Traddltionaf Family Structunes/Foamaiives as
¢

.
an bv ocuftfined as dctlows -

- The nucefear famidy - Husband wige and chiddren.
- The extended family - The above pfus unckas, aunties,

- The pofygamoud famify - fHusband severad

cousind and dnfaws.

[

wiveas and chiddren.
The fargest o4 these type ¢f famdily
are fcund {n the royad famifies
whese The membeas ¢4 one gamddly can
numben up Lo 500 pelsons.

-~  The Sangfe FParent Family - Coufd he due 1o death of a spouce

scpevaticn, abandeament ¢4 the
armatadied parxend many of whom are
pix By with unplanned for chaldrnen.

The astauctuse and functions cf famifics 4n Cameroon are undergodng
changes <n keeping with the changing Seei{yg-FEconomic condltions
prevadiling teday. In addizion, family stiuctunes and junctionsd
may be {nfluznced by place of nesddence.  For example famdfies in
*he rutal areas tend to kemadin more homogencus wi{th cfoaen famdity

ties.
moté

Podygamy L4 widely wpractdiced and fhe exvidended famdily Structluns

predoaminant. On the principde of providing cheaw communiat

faboun and communify suppoxt system.

The singbe parent especdafly mogiea cenfered fumdly Lype,

25 welf as the monogamous fally are mere commondy found 4Ln urban
anear, 124 must be podinted out howeven, thai fhough poelygamy Lo an
o - N . s e . i I A
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at the head, veny c¢ften the wife {n a polygamons famidy §Linds
hersebd An the rame situatdicn as the singte parent, mothes
centened 4amify, wherne the wede takes the responsibdllity of bringing

up her chdifdren and taking care cf her mateadlal neeas with €4izde
et no hekp fuom the huaband,

Whife the fananclaf stzawns of urbar {iving eacourage
puclfear famd{ty fype and (ndividuatlism, The geefing of belonging
fo the conventionat extended family s14ELL prevadllfs, The beifexn
placed famify membens in wiban areas sTLLL extend o hefpdag hand
re the teas fuerntunate 4n the aurad and even uwaban axeas.

The vofe of the famify in Camerocn e matfen wial fam<iy
staucture {3 to procreate and 2o provdde the borwn chifd with Lhe
basic necessitiesr sncfuding peeding, ctotling, ¢dutaleon, proteclici,
fove and asecurity. Added to zhese are aftached responsibifities To
the case of the ekdenty and the disabled.

fn Camenocon There 43 a Laadifdienal genden based divdsdlonr
o4 productive and reproductive funcldions cdthin the famddy,  With tio
changing econemac 4{tuation, this sepatraticn of refed L ghadualtiy
dying cat. den and women seck feamal on dnformad jets on undenfake
aihen {ncome geneaating actevities .

The tnudh £4 that withou? such efforia, Lhe gamdly Ln Cameruon cun
ne Longen meed up Lo {1y expecited funcilons.

. Tnatead 0f the usuald Lwe Lo Three meafs a day, many famifies nere
vewe Tty one asguare meal a day. The quaddly of the meal has also reduced,
mosat famidies €4ive on Canbohydaales <.e. Cocoyams, Cassava ad «4s» paoducds
and nice which are tomparativedy cheapen. Many go without protedins. Thuse
whe can afford reson Lo §4sh which 4{s cheaper ihan meail. The savding grace
{4 that Camergon phroduces plenty of food and {8 also a gheen vegetables and
frudts consumming countiy.

The guncdlion of Educating chd{fdren {3 becoming more a probiem.
Locally there axe many schoof drop erks. Cndddren {n Schoofs abnroad boin
private and Lthese cn goveaamends awards ane sthaded.

Heafih cane s anothen gunellon difficul? 2c meet. Cven with
The {ncome garner, {€f ,eafth n@w Places heavy vconomic and maychofogdeal
bunden on the family. Deaths and mendal denqngement ate common,
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1. What cver the oxdgin, -gthuteily o social Atanding vg The womai,
wen {{xat necogndized funclion £a that of pro-creation. Added
to this very {mportant function which 44 quite demandding 4n
itaefd, are a staing of cfhex functions which anre equally  Lm-
pealant.

Tn Cameacon Atatistica have shown that women are
predoemenant {n the padimary sector netably, in agricufture where
they are responsible gor almosl 20% of food productdion., Socsiild
adso places The responsibifities of domestdic nctiviiies on The
womah . - Thus she seed fo &% that hex husband and chifdren are
we £L nourlsned, fakes care of thein healih and {in case of L€E&nc
plays the rote of the nuise. The trad{tional woman Ln the ruxa.
areas abso fefches dainking wafer and wood 404 fuel. In Limes
0f econemic crised, she engages in dnfoamal dutdles to make €nds

mee L.

Deapite this preponderant tole fthat Lhe woman plays o
the commundity and the gfamity, socieldes mentality does not
perodve her ad an cmportant partaea £n devefopment. Rathea, fvo

—Zmage of wifr and mothea L3 emphasi{zed and regarded with such
magnsflcence cnly o Lhe detriment of hea other capabififdes.
She {4 nct accepted as a podsaible ownex oy the fLand she culdi-
vates. ‘

g She dees not have access Lo bank creddts, Legatdy widows and
divorced women are net meatd the same fegdlsfaldlve and cusfomanr:
hights as men. She has ne reproductive kLghis. Traditionally
the man {4 negarded as head of the {amify and deteamdines the
numbaa.ﬂﬁ-ch&idn;uLihe_@qwan_ghguﬁd beanr.

, This perceptdion of the femate sex 4in the Afadlcan con-
fext glves vend Lo a numbes 0f ALreACUASLONS.

ECUCATION
1n many patts of the countryfeontinent, the mafe £s glven pae-
ference when it becomes necessary to chese who fo educafl.
Stanting school with hexr mate counteapant, the girf remadins at
pon with the boy only up fo the end of primary scheod. After
thar the femate dxaop oul rafe A4 consdidesably highea. She L8
ot Fu kel in che kitchen oa to fardfy maradfage - mAAALAQE

o -
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_ Vet several studdles have hightighted the {mpoatance of
educating {he woman. 1t has been pointed out for Lnstance Liat
ingant and mateanald mertafity reduces ai the fevel of education of
the weman goes highen.

1+ muat afsc be pointed out that as a measulre 04 economic
necovery, Secondaty and University Education whdich was hithexr %o ,
free in Pubfic Schools i4 now being paid for by parents (p Cameroon.

e 2 T R e mamom r m o e e o m

She has fimitted access to ingoamation, continousd education and
training. Consequently she hardty understands the inteaplay befween

horn activities in the communily and the spcio-economde development
of hea tames and country.

ACCESS TQ_PUSTS OF RESFONSIBILITY

......__._..___.._.u-‘._—----a.ﬂ..—a.---__*—

Even the small peacentage of women who have aiiained highea educatdion,
find themselves marginalized and descaiméinated againsi when oppor-
funitied §ox roaménation it posts 0f responadlbility, conceptualiza-
tion and decirion making foX nationaf development ardse. Consequently,
femafe paaticdpalion in sociaf econemic, political and indeed £n oueA-
alt devetopment L4 sL{LL much Less than that of men. Presently oul

0f 23 Hindaters, there are onty 3 women, Zwenly s4% female members of
parfiament cut of 160. Four hundred and §4§2Ly »4X (4546) Counsellons
out of 5,425 ete.. Mechaniams put in ptace to upfifl the 4o cakled
weaker sex have not yet quite brought the woman {n docusr a princdpad
paitnen dn the desined austainable development.

- The Agndican chapiex unden Ind{vidual Rights aspelis oul Equal
Treatment fon ALL fnrespective of sex and cudlure.

- The censti{tution of the Republfic of Cameroon necognizes explicitly
that all peoplelare equal in nights and duties” Vet as evddenced,
sradition Gender Segregatlion Atiff nages acrosr The Country 4in
many aspects. In fegal, ceonemic, political and cultural rdights
hasndions »titl exist Zo hindek women's advancements.

However, thexae are several Anteavening facforsd natural,
soexnd cul tural—and -ecdnomic, that ane inevitably, b%{nging to the
fox-gront the impact of the woman'4 place 4n nationat development
and family welf bedng. Naturaffy, women axe nel onfy half ine wordd s
popufation, 4n Camehoon wamen Tne 51% of the fotad popufation.. A
percentage which 44 prevalent 4n mosl parnis of Afrdca. 1t Zheregorc
goas withoul saying that profects embarked upon by women, gr concens
taoting aclaon towards women, meansd reaching out afready to moxe
than hatfé the populafion. ruidenced for example by the bulh pro-
duction of crops o Pocal conaumplion -

dbﬁ;ﬁfzkérﬁglhataiéliiny pliable and quichy adjusl to
sifuations. With the current wave of Economdit nepressdLon, women

whose husbands have Losl their joba, have taken upon themselfves
- g 2 £0AL ANELE JEEY b s heine. Some combine foamal
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and anformad duddes to be able Lo survdve. Many have as a neces-
542y, dropped thein Livdng Astandards.

The ££{p »sdide of events Ls» thal potitically, both at
National and Inteanationatf fLevet, women are negroupdng 1o make
the impact felt,

The Wonfd’'s Congesence op Human RLghis and the NGO Forum
in Vienna, of which Cameroon 44 o pasly anre but too aware 0§ 1he
grear fLobby of the women's Jrganisations which sénce the Gtobal
foaum in Rio 1997, are claiming the inclussion of Women's Lntereais
and perapecitives in the wonfd's pofitical agenda. In Lhe concep-
Zurat frame work in prepgrations foA the CAIRU 94 Internaldonnf
Conference fox Popufation and DeveLopmeni in Paep Com 11 New Yoak
May 1993, Da. Nagfd Sadik pacfecis the veicea of many NGO»
(most 0f which ate women NGO} in {nsisling on centralizing devedop-
ment ebfonzs on the individuat and especiatly on women and the gind
chifd. This is essentdal because of ithe mubiiple and changnyg acfes
and dunctions ¢f the woman. In many {ndfances women have proved
thedir ability not onfy {n handfing, nci only cnisis Adiuations, bul
aZso posls 0f respondiblildy and Leadeasahip posdlions.

Govexnmends and the communities as weld as Inteanativnal
bodies, need to encourage and alrengthen these ehhorts by women.
The f1ttle progaess made as showh above, sdnce the decfarafion by
the United Nationa, of the Tntexnationat Vecade for Women, 1376 -
1985 which urged GoveanmenZs Lo give special atteniion Zo women and
thein conceirns a prdority <n Nalionaf vevelopmend, aenadins fargely
unnoticed because {L has nol yet been transfailed 4Lnie visible
imphouvement 4n the dailiy 2ives 0§ the majordly of women Ln Camerccr.
Eapocialfy, asince even This £imited pacgress feems to have lbLeen
reverted Bg the socio - economic changes and the {mpact of SAP's dn

the past decade o1 20,

e
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1} Cameaoag {4 a Stale in Central Agrdica wiih Innate Pro-nafalist
tendencdes. TL4 conatantly growding populfation L4 presently
eatdimated at 12.3 miflion.

“A;cq@diﬂg“IQ,y@ﬁégg@_éPuﬁceﬁ oﬁ_inﬁoamation, the Vempgraphdc

Tiends in CameAdon éan be divided into twe main perdiods.

The 1970 - 1987 peadod
and

The 1987 - 1992 peadlod,

The 1970 - 198% peadod .£in Cameroon was the eaa o4 Pro-Poputaticn
poficdies, Goveanment gncouraged targe famifies in the adm of

inecrcasing the natlonal population. Famifies necedived chifdren’:
afbowances which increased with each boan chifd vp to the AN,

Howevea, the obudous growdng ddsparities betwinn the
pupubaticn and cvadiiabfe Resources soon proPted a neview of
such wolicy. The 1987 census indicated a skight~dectine on
featility rates fAor the Mid 1980's. Compared to the 1978
National Fertitity suavey which showed fertility natle of an
average 04 6.5 chifdren pea woman, the 19971 CAMEROON VEMOGRAFHIC
HEALTH SURVEY (CDHS]) pfaced fLhe fentility nate 0f Cameroonian
woman af an average of 5.& chitdren durding thedls aepacductive

Yoans.

7] One phenomenon ¢f concean {4 that Camgroon women continue Lo
have chifdren at a veay earfy age.

The 1991 CUHS aepoals thal 35% of women age 15 - 19
had alicady hay at Leasl ane chifd on weae pregnant at tdme 0f
Athvey. Thia 44 partly because marrdage L4 common 4{n Camerooh
and 50% of Cameacon women maary by the age of 17.

Foflowing the projfections and Retro-profectives from
the 1976 NATIONAL FERTILITY SURVEY (NFS), and Lhe 1991 COHS the.
popubation has Atead{ly increased from 6,78 miffdon 4n 1970,
§,d444, {in~198¢ and 115433 in- 1990

In 19927, the popufatdion was estimated at 12.106 m .

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION

- 9

L

trm

n oof 46% beding unden 15 yeats of age.
iz as 51% of the popudal

due Lo

. A veay goung popufatio
- A majordty of the female Aex with women
This female majornity L4 even strongen 4n Lhe aural areas
the nurafl exodus of men 10 the uaban areas.

The phenomenon 0f anbanization seems fo acceferale ove
Lihe years.
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In 1976 the uabandzation rafe was af 78%,4mn 1287 184
and 42% «<n 1992, :

— ReTEit=fiqures {ndicaie that iheae are aboutl 65 Lowns 4

The Countay with a popufaticn of moae Zhan 10,000 {rhabifanis
whife & townd count moae Lthan 100,000 Lnhabllanias,

The active pepufation L4 eati{maied udl 36,8% o0f Lthe popa
fation. The numben of dependents Lo persons Ln the actlive popula
tion 44 on the Lncacase.

ITn 1976 the ratio was §3 dependents 4o every 100 aclave
popudation; steadify rising-to 103 dependents to 100 actdive poped
Ldan L 1991,

[ronicafly the active popufalion 44 estimated at 69% .o
the rural ateas whereas The maforxity of unemployed Live 4in the
urban areas,

= T TUCAMERQUNS PUPULATION VENSITY DISTRIBUTOR Anddicates a
Low population densdly ar 4n mosl Sub Saharan Agadican Couniades.
14 rcae 4aom 16.5 inhabd{lanls pea kml in 1976 to about 72.9
inkabitants pen bl n 198F; There are howevea great daspard 240
from whovince Lo pasvince with the westean Province §oa exampile
heusaing a density of 100 <inhabdllanils pea km? and the Eastean Tac
vince onfy 5 Anhabditants pea km©.

- e i A o B om oA e vm o ak am o v e Ao

The unequal d{siribuiion of the popudation over the
national tearitory L4 thus evdidently due Lo historical readsons o
human settlementd ad welld as to the adlsdidual nature,o0f indeanatf ar
inzernaticonal migaation {n Camerocn. Deapite the fact that obsexs
?Lgaatgon movements axe fairgely faom aunal areas, Lo waban areas,
heare s Acme staong evidence of aecend migralony counfer-curnner i
grom uaban ateas Lowaads Lhe couniay ALde.

Tha JJG§7-cencus obseaved that nearly 164,000 pevplfe have
changed tresidence faom small Lowns Lo the Aural areasd.

~  This_fact {s-mosl LARedly due Lo Luss of employment «n

Lhose cilies. The recend aetrenchments and medunddna{eé_aiuce
aftea 1767 have seadously aggravated hds urban exvdus.,

on the whote, the migiant populfation {4 young widih 701
being undea 35 yeaas. Migrent wemen are very vflen ofden thun
men.  Mafe migrenis nange between 20 and 74 yeard oa genexally
under 35 years, Before the age of 30 migrend wemen are moae
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Veapdle Lfese migrand movemenias '

: ' 4 » Lhe dynamdics
gi?%1302d§g§gﬁaééqg_aqi Largely dependent on Feaiifiig aﬁg ﬁgi_
1led.  While 4L 4is presently difficult 2t (

the deefine {in featility rd2eF wi ue 2 gt Chet
‘ ALE continue. Iz { (
Lhink thal such declfine is possible due to the ﬁotzﬁwﬁzg{?T£ ‘0

- The Adis2 4in The average age al §4rsLl maradiage §
oA ouRn
rouples to Z7.9% (1987 census!, ’ g ;

- The dintensification of Famify PLanndin ] i
: _ . gaenvices The : L
Sexuallfy Transmitied Diseasea/AlDS, e ftgit agains

Coune Thetpieaenttg wanenigg economic aituation <n the
ountty, moatality rates, though declinding, are 14l (gh.
mortaldly 44 aaicd al 176/1.000 £if2 bi&%ﬂé A a;ﬁinizggSS/g?%éﬁt
the average for Lne Afaican Regdion and 97.7/1.000 wontd auakagﬂ.’
Mateanal moxlalily-though, {4 ALAEE high at 430/100,000 £ive binths
as againast 590/100,000 average aate for Africa and 310 wordd
average |UNICEF PROGRESS of NATIONS REPORT 1993.)
What is evideni i3 tha® Goveirment which was a pace setien 4n
population growth through the payment of family allowances is no
Longea capable of paying such allowances. In addition because
of ihe constradins of the present economic situation more and more
, I -
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In tfie T950'4 and F9570'S fhere weae Adgns and hopes ZLhat
national and inteanationak effonts would 4soon enabte atlf people %o

~meet the human—basic need. Bul ovex the fast decade, and on the

eve of the 214t cenfury such hopes have been replaced by d{adiflu~
sionment, 4 Aense 0f frustration and faiture. 1t has become cbvious
that the cond{tions necessary Lo ensure a minimaf £Living standaid fox
all, are entirely within the powers 0f the world community. Accoading
o the Wornkd Bank, unfortunately, between 1.2 and 1.3 bitfion pecpkle
labout 1/4) of the world's population Eive 4{n absofuie poventy. Fon
these, unlike those 4in the industrialized countries, material progres
has a different connotation. The 1.3 bitlion poor sL4L£L hope foxr
adequate food, ctean waler, safe sanitation, decent housing, reldable
healfih caxre and at feasl a basiec education lcongirms the UNICEF 1993

Progress of Nallons Report].

As negards African Counindies, Lthe dramatic fafd <n the
wonfd' s prices of mosl of its export {products}, the Debts burden anc
the Structfural Adjfustment Programmed 0f the 1.M.F., have {mpoased on
them a new type of Asfave trade and sfavery. .
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THE ILPACT OF THE AFKICAN ECONONIC SITUATION ON
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The UNDP's Human Devetopment Reporls of 1992 12.40) has

v ofeaxly conflamed the fact that "Afadica <4 being Legt behind by the
reat of the worfd”.

' With a pex capital reak foial LGDP) o4 US S17#1 4n compatd-
aion with 3964, fon the Caribbeans and Latin Ameadica and $351 fox
South Asia. Cameacon $940, among the aegicens of the thind world,
Sub Saharian Afrdica presents the pooaest of the pook (1.301. Onfy
40% of the peoplfe of ~frdica have dcc2as Lo safe water and onfy 48%
to heafth aeivdices, Insunt montalaty nates are ALLLE soaring figh

_af 170/1.000 4.e. chifdnen who die before the age of f<ve. {Cameroon
121/71900)., Mazeanal mortafity nate 4.e. the number of women who die
grom causlA refated to pregancy and chitd bixth pea 100,000 £ife
binths <4 590 ccmpared to 490 in South Asia and 210 fon South Ameadlca.

e | Lameaoon 4301 =In=1990, Life expectancy 4n Sub Sahara Afrdica wasd

.

51 yeaxs. ThiAs compared ghimly with an average Life expectancy of 74
fon industrialized countaies and an average of 61 years foAr alf

developing countaies (3.37].

Despite Lhe dispardities between Avci{af groups within
individuat countries and from counfay Lo countay, the Adtualion
pertaining <o Afrdica in generat and aub saharan Afrdica An particufaxr,
represendtd @ very serLcus challenge.

. = — R T B SR Repp— ’f

' Paagcagaﬁig Lt {Elustrates the gravily of The Lnjustice
'ana'maﬂéwnct{on+ngmﬂé the -edn FERT woald economic order and dntea-
rationaf monelany sysiem, as well as the falfure of tradiiivnal
devedlopmens Theoadies and pracdlcdes. : -

- Ai'{t-appanth today that every small achivements of
African nations n numan development since 196¢ had been reveased
by <Lhe 196072,

TQQ pﬁ(ghc 0§ many Afalcan families Xoday is a crucdal
preblem which L& more Lhan fust a Atartisrtical recatity. Afalcan
econaomic QA4¢{¢ coufd be traced bach o the 1970's when odL prdices
Kose causing an excess 0f $ &n the noathean bankd. These banks
then had to Looh fox buirowers and the Third worfd ofcourse become

the vietim o Loans.

By the 1980'4 intenesi nates on Lthese Loans aky =~ aocheted.
Paying back bacame mathematically dmposasible. The Third Wordd
Coumtries bitreakfy realized they had 2o pay back depls many LLmes
over din Thesxr intexe st payments. In othex woads, the South sub-
adldizes the Noath on a scafe of 3 Lo 1. .
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The Big Powexas Chen alepped <t gavin the thiad woatd
countaies the rope that they dintend te hedp tﬁem pay bach thedr
debzs. 1I1natead the world bank and the Inteanational Monetary Fund
[IME) not ondy plundged debtor countries (Agrdical 4into fresh Loans
but atsc cn the condation that debtor countries adopt stauctural

Ad justment Programmes which have not onfy economic but pofitical

connodations.

By tne Aave mid. 19804 Lhe padlces vf agricuftural raw
mateniufs were 32% fowen Chan before due to prdices deteamired by :
Tnteanationad markets and Ae wufated by the G7 (Leaders o4 the aseven

— feading {ndustaial countrdiesd arnual meetding. This began the deckine
in the Afacican economic Adtuafion and a change &n the {ncome tevel
of the African jamily. The buying powen of African fam{fies con-.
tinued o drop. AL the same tdime priced 4ox Ampented capilak goods
have bean steadify xdising. In addition to the above, Governmenis
nesponse to Stauctural Ad justment Programmes and Inteanational
depts reaulled 4n a decfine i{n private secion contribution Lo

v pational economiezdevefopment. Goveanment aeceipts continue to drop

with consequent cuts on Aocaal seaveces.

The T M F and Woxld Bank through STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT
PROGRAMMES {asued conddilions foxr countries 10 apply severe culs on
social seavices., Foa Cameaoon this nesutted {n cuts {n healilh
senvdices, Education and even Nutrdition. 1z meant salary culs ;
nedundancy, Suppression of §ree senvices such as scholarshdips,
increase 4in taxes, closure of Companies, forced and early retinements
Cunnancg,deuaﬂuatéaqglgeﬂdea;gg;imﬂo4£ed qoods much more expendive’
and exported goods much cheapens The prometdion of Exponts o aadise
foreign exchange and the Libenalization of Taade which aflows
Foredgn goods eniga the 'thind world countaies dncluding Cameroon

without a duty and foredign companies aliowed To compete with Local
COMPaNRLEd. o _ S e

e ‘The {mpatl of Lhese measuaes on the Agaican family and
Communities lhas beesn extaemely devastaling, - 4 situation wonsened
by the neductdion in the flfow of Technical Asaistance from Lhe

Tndustrialised Lo the thind woald countaies,

SAPA hauve <ngficled extaeme povealy on Agnican famclies. o
Unemployment foa wistance has been exaceabated bq the economic CALLLA
which is more peavasive 4Ln the uaban axeas especially among the
youths and particulanly ameng the young women. This d{nsecurity
causes Lhe youth to become invofved 4n defdinquencd, prosiitufion

and resurgence Lo violence and caime.

PO
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EUUCAT[ON + TRAINING, Deapdte Lhe sdignifdcant proghess made 4n
Camenoon since independence, the {nadequaces between Lrainding,
education and employment are becoming moae and moxe disturbing.

Such inadequaces between Liaindrg and employment and Lhe ex{s-
L4ng coTnonde  dituation hameZn=additdlon Lo measive Lois of joba,
caused a Atagnation «n the Leboun markefs capacity fo absoab new jobs
seehend. Aggravaiing this sdituation 44 the current wave of pofilical
upheavals <n Cameroon as 4in mosl African Countriesd which have gdven
nent to a Political Impass. Politdical instabitity and uncertadlnty
which anre hostife to investments both foredign and atl nationat fevel.
This has contributed to cap<ital §Light fArom the atfacady poor countries
and has rendered the implementation of Goveanment Programmes diffdicult

This poverty stale gaves aiase Lo othen {££4 {n communclies
manifested 4n general frustratlion, upheavals, crdime, depression,
disharmony at famity £Level and abandenment of the famify unitl.

wemen and chifdren the moat vufnelable groups become the
handest hit. Viclence against women L4 aanmpant.

_....-r--...____.._.._777-_-_-__.---'—~---—-—u--—-—————---'---—'“-—--—

-‘-.-._....---__‘__..__._---.-_.-.-__--__

In onder fo mifi{gate negalive Conscquences o4 economic and
sccial change which have gravely imf&nished African families, many
African Goveanmenls anre neviewing theixr traditional policies and

pAOgrAmMES.

1n Camerogon severaf poficdes are taking new ddmenddions.
The Agadcultural Policy has hithexto, egcouaag&ithe paroduction of
cash caops over food caops The new Agrdculturat Policy &b con-
centrating efbonts 4n the growding of a var<ely of gcod crops not
onfy sufflccent but for export Lo neighbourding countidies foa 4ncome
operation. This innovation has to a cextadn degree cushioned the

falting standards cf fiving sénce agriculiure i the madin stay 4n
the Cameaoccon econemy.

Y o oma o om om e e e

Camercon was one of the §<ast francophone countrdes to create
soon aktexa the 1984 Conference & Naticnal Staucilure chqnged wi th
the nesponsibildity of aduising Govexrnment on Ing question of Popula-
tion, The Natdlaenal Commission on pepulafion wi{th 4itas Inteamandsd-
teniad Committee ay Lhe Technical oigans. Following the defibenra-
Zions of this commissdon, several aetivitiesd have f4nalty Qed up to
the adoption cof a population poficy declared <n March 1393.
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SOME OF THE MAIN THRUST OF THE PoLICY FoCus

Al
I
C)
D

Al

g)

POPULATTION DISTRIBUTTION ANT INTEGRAIED
POPULATION AND FOUCATION.

HEALTH, FARTLY Wi LFARE ANV RESFONSIBLE
POPUILATIGN INEQRMATION, EDUCATIONA AND

“_..‘__-777‘_......---..-.__._.u-.'_.._.--...,_._..w--..‘_.._-_

Tn this domadn,

aural exodus phenomen _
Govexrnment hoped to focus atlention on

One 04 the meadures afready embat

policy 4n which cognisance 44 taken 0§
Pities of the grass root

pqogﬁammea.

1n vicw of the above,
to achieve o more bafanced
tion by applfydn

Staengthening o

fures which muastl be fnvodfuved 4in the

avaifatfe goveanmental and
REAOUACE S

Qd—-12-93%

15128 1821 HIE

$ ON THE FOLLOWING SECTOKS

RECIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

PARENTHOOU
COMMUNICATION.

L DOVELOPMENT

...—_-_-4--—‘--...—-—_...-.--

Goveanment deems L% expeddient Lo nethink zhe
on and Lo f4ind appropatate remedies.

sunal devefopment.

q"e.(mi‘f-f‘f

-

hed on 44 Lhe cosl TE:
the role and neqpon44b¢—

communiiies 4n drawing up acteon

the Naticnal Fop Poficy will seek
spatdlal ned{sdndibution
q Aevenad measured ineluding -

04 the popuda-

f—Lemmun Ly pevedlopmend Proghammes iR

v

Aural areas by xecognising exiAting traditdlo

naf sfruc-

management 0f
non-goveanmenial (NGO )

- By Aenaitizing the aural popufaticn on the realdties

od the Life 4in Uaban areas
fife in the aural area.

e e o tm o v o m e e e SR o TS

Among ctlhex Lhlms
Educationa? Syatem faom Primary Sc
%g€£71gma{n Lthe consfani conceAan 0

Efgonts will be made Lo promote and
but especdally fon

educalion fon-atll,

and the advantages 0§

and deapdte prevai{ling difg§iculties, The
hoot to the highest fevek
§ Goveanmeni.

enhance basdfc

femafes dn the way of

~ T gncouhaging enrofement oA femates and preventdng them fxom

daopp<ng out oo early.

Laatlfy by nevdewing and
to the focal socdal, economic
tioulaxly The paomotion of Thics
sccial and cufiunal vafues.

adupting achoof curaiculum
and cultural realities par-
which axe

in Line with oun
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Tw this arta, Lhe N Pop Pol wl{llf give padoadlly Lo preventive
medicine {n ordea Lo aeduce the high 4Anfant, chifd and muteanal
mortaldily nafes. The strengthening and extensdon of the
exiating Primary Heaflh Care Syatem wilf be highly consddened,
Special aftention will be paid fo the problems of feenagehs
pae-mandiial and unwanted paregnancies.

Focus wifl afso be on the apecifde paoblems faced by
impovealshed familiesd and popufations esapecdadffy the marginas

-

fired. Comprehentive cuardcufar for family welffare and Sex
Fducaiion Programmes aimed al specdfdic targed gaoupd will be
conceived and {mpfemented.

Famify plannding 44 afsc tahing acokt £n Camenoon. Seavices
are being estended 2o the Aunal areas and the hard Lo reach.

e s = e

T The infreduction Eamify Life/Sex Education 4in Achools
in 1992 4a one of the measuresd in disseminaiding earfy 4n Life

ladefescence) Lhe-nation af chifd Apacing and responsible parenthood.

WOMIN AND DLVE

QEULNT

[
1

Tn ocadear to <mpaeve the slalusb and weffbeing of women aqd to
ensune thedin futlf panlici{patian 4in qgveiopment, the Folicy é{atqé
+hat Goveanment and the Community wiff undextale specdal aclaons

admed atl -

- Creaiding a propes legak Framewoak §oA efiminating atld exLsting
fepak ?a{jﬁzﬂ¢_mﬁ{ch dimeczfy or Lndiaecdtdy infenfene with the

wemen'a exceasding theda adights ox with fuff paaticipating in
developmendt.

- Fxizenddng 4nfjcimalion, education and commun{cafion pregrammed
in orden zo make women moae aware 0f thedin rofes {n the famify
and socdedu.

~ TFacifitaiing Lhe acceas of women 2o Land ocwneashdip and credLt
facitities, both on {ndividual and on cooperatlive basis oa
through any paofesrslonal group oA association.

- Creatding appropriate condilions forn the women's oagandzations
particularly by encouraging them to entexr {nto paatinership with

NGO 4. .

CHANGES IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE ¢

T e i mm o e e Em o o o v om At B m o o me w M W o aom

Recontly Goveanmeni has had Lo chose furthea reduciion 4n salatries

rather than fuather aetagnchements. 1L has afsrp adopted a one
shi§t workdng syslem t7.30 - 3.30p.m.) dnstead of the 7#.30 - 12 and
14.30 - 6 p.m. 4in cader Lo aeduce the buaden on famifies,
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The rofe of the commundily emeanges yuiie impoatand and
signd fécant 4n the strugade te overcome cr al Least minimize the
efbect of the econemic enists.

Commundty participaticn {4 mandfeated thaough - individualk
edbonts and group 2dfcnta duln ad ingoamal ethnic groupings ond

women's asdociation ‘aundays) and Christdan Women's Groupsd. Fermalk
groups such as 1 Cocpenatives and Non Governmentak Gaganizatdions.

INCOME _GENERATION :
Af Individuat Lleved, women papecially engage it smafl Lncome
genenatdng activi{ties e.3.

. Developing smakl scalke farms and gardens where they gaow vege-
tabtes efc §0X consumticn and sefling susnluses for cash.

- Opendng smald commencial undits to seld simpfe eveny day edibles
fike akra balds, plantain chips roasted conn efc.

AT GKOUP LEVEL &

- (Creafding cummon inditiative ghoups, Cooperative untons Lo improve
the scale of preductdon sterage wid markefing.

- Developing this Cooperative Spdrdldl van extend and include s
working communally froem one perdons faxm te the othen, building
housesd 4r HAME maninet efc.

- Radising funds through Local bank{ng Aysiem popufarly known in
Camencon as "Njangt" 04 Tontines. Here group members subascndbe
regularly te a common fund from which membens take fLoand fhox Low
rate interest., AL the breaking vf the Njang< bank, as L€ 43
tenmed usually end cf tne yeahr, membexs claim thedln gecumufated
shatres and Anteresta to efp sclve thedr 4inancial problems.

_ Eastablishing of sRiE£ES development centexs {0 basket weaving,
bags, dress - making, enbroideny ete.. eapeclally gox youth
including young boys and girnds and young mothens.

NGO'a which axe moXe {ormalized engage mainty 4in actlvitaes which
cducate and infoam the public.

Some NGO'4 engage in educating women Jn particulan cacnomic activiliiesd

and fincs of preducdion.

Otheas fnvelve themselvesd in teachdng wemen and men plementary house
holfd economy thaough the management 04 house hotd tescurces economd-
cally e.g. the cakedul use of water and electniedity. They reduce
clectnicity and other foams of tighting by use 0f firne-wood, stoved
o alaw Faras ob fucd.
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Othexs »1408, {ntensdldy fhe aclion ¢f Mindateaies such as Healih

and @emen's and Scedal Affairs «<n educating and {nfeaming the
pubfic on the benefils of Famify PLanpding

- Chditd spacing,

- (ontaacepidive metheds

- Good nutriliun

- Peraonaf hygcene and

- Counceflfing youth on the prevention of unwanted pregnancy's,
Sexuafly Tranomiled Diseases and AIDS.

CONCLUSION
Aware o4 the economdic sLtuatcon 4n Agnica and the weast of the Thind
Wortd as we abl are, LT L4 obhvicus that the sdtuation presents a

challfenge o afié concerned.

There 4is & growding condensdus thai {f the poor of the
thind wonld axre fo be saved, a AEW {ramewecsak o4 Inteanatdional
Economic Cooperation wiff have Lo be develfaped. When 4in 1974 the
United Naticns <n Assembly {ssued a cald for a New Economic Oades,
they feast expected the grave sdtuatdlaon enduned by the peoples of

Africa today.

To pudld Africa ocut of This dofdrums negudres concerted
effonts faom add conceaned.

Govexnments of afl Agzdican Nafdlons need Lo review the objectivea

of their programms and ro-cvaluate thedin cutcomes {f the stated
intontions sheuld be crediblfe in the eyes of the wontd,

The O0AU, the peoples and communities oh out nations must all get
invobved 4in this struggle. NGUs, Cooperatives and Inddvidual ehhoxnts
must be Lntensifdied Lo assdisd Governments attempits to relieve the
poveniy sifuation.

we need afso to afent the Develcoped Wortd on the addi-
tional social iLfs caused by the weepans they suppdy to the third
woxbd. Teatrgas, grenades, bombs and vardous types o ammunilions
ate killing our men, women and chifdren. This cndy increases the
number of widows and ophand Ln ouh alneady poventy stricken world.

Finaffy we call on the Weald Council of churches to Zake
up the challenge and develop new approaches in dealing with human
suffending. There 43 need o atrengthen the faith of Chadistians
for contincus prayers Lo Chndist whe will come and crown our effortls
with glory.

BY MRS, GRAUE F. WALLA
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