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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The Twenty-third (thirtieth anniversary) session of the

Commission/fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers responsible

for economic development and planning was -held at the Palais des Congres,

Niamey, the Niger, from 14 to 17 April 1988. The meeting was formally opened

by His Excellency Mr. Hamid Algabid, Prime Minister of the Republic of Niger.

Statements were also delivered at the opening ceremony by Mr. Adebayo Adedegi,

Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa and by H.E. Mr.

Almoustapha- Soumaila, Minister of Planning of the Republic of Niger, Chairman

of the twenty-second session of the Commission. His Excellency Mr. B.

Ghurburrun, Minister of Planning of Mauritius moved a vote of thanks on

behalf of all participants (see section C below).

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States

members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso,

Burundi> Chad, the Comoros, Cote d'lvoire, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia,

Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,

Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda,

Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic

of Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

3. Observers from the following States Members of the United Nations,

not members of the Commission, were present: China, France, Democratic

Republic of Germany, Germany, Federal Republic of, India, the Netherlands

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

4. In accordance with the Commission's rules of procedure, the South West

Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) and the African National Congress (ANC)

were represented.

5. The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were

represented: United Nations Regional Commissions Liaison Office, United

Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), United Nations
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Development Programme (UNDP), World Food Council (WFC), International Fund

for Agricultural Development (IPAD), International Labour Organisation (ILO),

World Pood Programme (WFP), Food and Agricultural Organization of the United

Nations (FAO), United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),

Office of the Uriited Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator (UNDRO), United

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United

Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). International Civil Aviation

Organization (ICAO), VJorld Health Organization (WHO), International

Telecommunication Union (ITU) and World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

6. Observers were present from the following .intergovernmental

organizationss African Development Bank (ADB), African Centre for Applied

Research and Training in Social Development (ACARTSOD), African Regional

Centre for Technology (ARCT), _ African Regional Organization for

,Standardization (ARSO), Central African Mineral Resources Development Centre

JCAMRDC), Economic Community of West, African States (ECOWAS), Eastern and

.Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI), Inter-African Committee on

Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women and children (IACTP),

International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), Institut de formation et de recherche

demographiques (IFORD)f Organization of African Unity (OAU), Organization

for the Development of the River Senegal (OMVS), Pan-African News Agency

(PANA), Regional Centre, for Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS) and

Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS).

1,_...,An: observer was present from the .Lutheran World Federation (LWF), a

non-governmental organization. . ..,-

8. The Commission unanimously elected the following officers:

' Chairman* Mr. Almoustapha Soumaila (the Niger)

First Vice-Chairmanj Mr. Bechir Gueblaoui (Tunisia)

Second Vice-Chairman: Mr.^Gerard Niyibigira (Burundi)

Rapporteur: Ms. Amina Salum Ali (United Republic

of Tanzania)
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B. AGENDA

9. On 14 April 1988, the Commission adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the meeting.

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation.

3. Election of officers.

4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

5. General debate on;

(a) Biennial report of the Executive Secretary on ECA activities,

1986-1987;

(b) Mid-term review and appraisal of the implementation of the

United Nations Programme of Action for African Eonomic Recovery

and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD) and Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER):

(i) Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa, 1986-

1987;

(ii) ECA/ADB economic report on Africa, 1988;

(iii) Preliminary mid-term review and appraisal of the

implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action

for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990

{UN-PAAERD) and Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER)

(iv) Financing Africa's recovery: Report and recommendations

of the Advisory Group on Financial Flows to Africa;
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(v) Response to ECOSOC resolution 1988/1 - Arrangements for

the meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee of the whole on the

review and appraisal of the United Nations Programme of

Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,

1986-1990;

(c) The situation of food and agriculture in Africa.

6. Report and recommendations of the ninth meeting of the Technical

Preparatory Committee of the Whole for consideration by the twenty-

third session of the Commission/fourteeth meeting of the Conference

of Ministers on:

(a) Natural resources and energy:

(i) Key issues concerning the implementation of the Mar del

Plata Action Plan in Africa;

(ii) Report on the establishment of the African Organization

for Cartography and Remote Sensing;

(b) Industrial development in Africa:

(i) Progress report on the implementation of the programme

for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA);

(ii) Report on UNIDO II;

(c) Transport and communications in Africa:

(i) Report on the implementation of the resolutions of the

.-:. fifth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of

Transport, Communications and Planning;
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(ii) United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in

Africa: Report on progress in the implementation of the

second phase of the Decade programme;

(d) Issues in social development:

(i) The African social situation, 1982-1987;

(ii) Changing socio-economic conditions of women in Africa

in the context of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies

for the Advancement of Women;

(e) Trade and development:

- Report on UNCTAD VII;

(f) Recommendations from the subsidiary organs and sectoral bodies

of the Commission:

(i) Fifth session of the Joint Conference of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers - Recommendations and

resolutions;

(ii) Third meeting of the Conference of African Ministers

Responsible for Human Resources Planning, Development

and Utilization - Recommendations and resolutions;

(iii) Seventh meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of

Experts of African Least Developed Countries -

Recommendations and resolutions;

<iv) Ninth meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee

for the Integration of Women in Development -

Recommendations and resolutions;

(v) Fifth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee for Science

and Technology Development - Recommendations and

resolutions;
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(vi) Sixth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers

of Transport, Communications and Planning

Recommendations and resolutions;

(vii) First meeting of the Conference of African Ministers

of Tourism - Recommendations and resolutions;

(g) Issues in economic co-operation and integration:

(i) Report of the meeting of the Council of Plenipotentiaries

of the North African MULPOC - Progress report on the

establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for North

African countries;

<ii) Biennial consolidated report on the activities, work

programmes and budgets of ECA-sponsored Regional and

Subregional Institutions;

(iii) Eighth meeting of the Conference of Chief Executives

of ECA-sponsored Regional and Subregional Institutions -

Recommendations and resolutions.

(iv) Progress report on the submissions for the UNDP Fourth

Regional Programming Cycle for Africa, 1987-1991;

(v) Locust control in North Africa;

(h) Proposed UNDP-sponsored management facility as a means of

mobilizing additional resources for African development;

(i) ECA and African developments

Beyond recovery: ECA-revised perspectives of Africa's

development, 1988-2008;

(j) Statutory issues:
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(i) Follow-up on resolutions of the Commission and resolutions

and decisions adopted by. the General Assembly and ECOSOC

that are of interest to Africa:

a. Follow-up action on relevant resolutions adopted

by the twenty-second session of the Commission and

the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers;

b. Resolutions adopted by ECOSOC at its second session

of 1987 and by the General Assembly at its forty-

second session in the economic and social sectors

that are of interest to Africa;

(ii) Programme of work and priorities of the Commission:

a. Proposals for updating the 1988-1989 programme budget;

b. Proposals for the extension of the 1984-1985 Medium-

term Plan to 1990-1991.

7. Report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of

African Least Developed Countries.

8. Any other business.

9. Date, venue and other matters relating to the twenty-fourth session

of the Commission/fifteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

10. Consideration and adoption of the report and resolutions of the

meeting.

11. Closure of the meeting.
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C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

opening addresses

10. In his opening statement, H. E. Mr. Hamid Algabitf, Prime Minister of

the Republic of Niger welcomed all participants on behalf of the Government

and people of Niger and on his own behalf and said that his country was

greatly honoured to act a3 host to all the meetings related to the twenty-

third (thirtieth anniversary) session of the Economic Commission for

Africa/fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers responsible for

economic development and planning.

11. The deliberations and recommendations of the current session would

be of great interest to African leaders particularly in respect of new

thinking and action for a genuine process of development in African countries.

12. The various steps which had been taken to implement the resolutions

adopted by the Conference at its thirteenth meeting reflected the prevailing

determination by all concerned to translate the concerns of the African

people into concrete actions. The Prime Minister referred in particular

to the resolution on industrial development in Africa and said that its

implementation through the holding of the special meeting of the Conference

of African Ministers of Industry in October 1987 which adopted a common

African position for the second General Conference of UNIDO and the

preparation by the. ECA, OAU and UNIDO secretariats of the project on the

raid-term review of the implementation of the programme for the Industrial

Development Decade for Africa demonstrated the solidarity of African

Governments. The concern with the effective integration of women in Africa's

development process was a reflection of the determination of African countries

to take into account all social aspects of development. He urged that more

should be done for the youth of Africa upon whom Africa's future depended.
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13. The Prime Minister stressed the importance of the document on the mid

term review and appraisal of the implementation of the United Nations

Programme of Action for Africa's Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD)

and expressed the hope that the appraisal would be objective. UN-PAAERD

and Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER) should not

be static; they should be monitored and adjusted from time to time in order

to assess the enormous tasks that remained to be accomplished.

14. He referred to the prevailing critical situation of African economies

and in particular deplored the fact that although the bulk of Africa' s

population was rural and that the rural sector played a key role in

production, the food situation in many countries continued to be precarious.

He also underscored the alarming population problem and regretted the fact

that not much was being done to enhance the development of human resources.

He referred to the debt burden of African countries, the effects of the

vagaries of weather and those of the unstable financial and monetary

situation. While the general economic and social situation remained critical,

there was no reason for African States to despair or waver in their commitment

to recovery and development. African countries and their development partners

had committed themselves to wage the economic battle in solidarity, the

theme which had been wisely selected for the thirtieth anniversary session

of ECA. The role of ECA in building Africa's economic unity remained vital.

15. The Prime Minister finally expressed the hope that all member States

would provide the Commission with enhanced and firm support and reiterated

his country *s strong support for the activities carried out by ECA in a

spirit of active solidarity which should be Africa's watchword.

16. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa paid

homage to His Excellency Colonel Ali Saibou, President of the Supreme Military

Council, Head of State and Minister of National Defence of the Republic

of Niger and his Government and the people of Niger for the generosity of

their hospitality and for hosting the series of meetings related to the

year's session of the Commission.
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17. Only ten months earlier, the Government of Niger had organized and

hosted in Niamey the African Symposium on Grassroots Development which had

adopted the Niamey Declaration which was itself a major and decisive input

for the International Conference on Africa held afterwards in Abuja, Nigeria.

The location of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centre (MULPOC)

for West Africa in Niamey, and the agreement to host the newest ECA-sponsored

institution - the African Centre of Meteorological Application for Development

(ACMAD), were among other things, reasons for which he was thankful to the

Government of Niger- Those were all a singular demonstration of Niger's

total commitment to Africa's economic advancement and transformation.

18. The thirtieth anniversary of the Commission was an occasion for

reflection on the past performance and the lot of the generality of the

African people. It was also an occasion to look ahead and to ponder on

what lay ahead. There could be no doubt that the social and economic crisis

facing Africa had become severely aggravated. The fundamental restructuring

process and the wide-ranging reforms pursued by most of the African countries

in the previous few years had generally had little effect on economic

performance. Further, the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme

for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 had been severely affected by drought and

famine, significant decreases in financial flows and resources and a mounting

external debt. All aspects of macro-economic indicators confirmed the same

picture - that of economic depression and stagnation.

19. Prom the ECA Annual Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa,

1986-1987 and the ECA/ADB Annual Economic Report, 1988 the picture that

had emerged was that economic performance was more or less as poor in 1987

as in 1986, with even fewer countries achieving positive growth rates in

aggregate output in 1987 and the region as a whole suffering a severe

deterioration in overall food production. Total regional output had grown

by only 0.8 per cent in 1987 as against a population growth rate of: 3 per

cent. One of the most serious problems confronting Africa was the worsening
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and uncertain international environment, especially in respect of commodities,

trade and monetary and financial relationships. Africa -s increasing

marginalization to the periphery of the world economy had intensified ao

even its principal primary commodity exports were threatened by weakening

markets, discriminatory practices and the process of substitution and

scientific developments in the advanced countries. Despite some noticeable

recovery in 1987 in some commodity prices, the substantial decline in the

demand for such commodities had seriously aggravated the debt crisis in

Africa. Adverse developments in the international currency and stock market,;

since the October 1987 stock market crash had taken their toll on Africa's

economic recovery judging from the losses sustained by African countries

in the purchasing power of exports as the dollar slid in value. The chances

of recovery and the economic prospects of the continent were more uncertain

given the possibility of a recession in the developed countries especially

in Europe and North America. That ominous threat of a recession had not

only compounded the uncertainties about an economic turn-around, but had

also raised basic issues about Africa's economic development and independence.

A fundamental structural change in bhe world economy towards long-tar*

equitable equilibrium was required. It was clear from the view point of

the third world that the required new international economic order would

only come about with national and collective self-reliance and the pursuit

of policies that would gradually weaken rather than strengthen external
links and orientation.

20. Solidarity for economic recovery and development had therefore become

imperative, and was an appropriate objective for the session.

21. The Executive Secretary referred to the study Revised ECA Perspective

of Africa's Development which was an update of the study, ECA and Africa's

Development 1983-2008 - a preliminary perspective. The historical scenarios

in both those studies generated no cause for optimism for the next 20 years.

That had led him to ask: Wither Africa? An* how long could Mri = s

sustain ever-recurring crises without the danger of a systemic breakdown.
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He referred to the Asian experience, which in Africa had usually been regarded

as automatic application. The Asian Miracle did not however just happen;

the Asian people willed it for themselves. The willed and dignified future

of the normative scenario of the ECA perspective study required single-minded

determination and absolute resolution such that the solid foundation would

be laid for the development of an African economy free of structural

dependencies. while outsiders would help, and such help would be welcome,

the task was Africa's to perform until total victory in the war against

poverty, disease, ignorance and economic under-development was achieved.

22. The Executive Secretary then wished the twenty-third session, successful

anniversary celebrations.

23. In his statement, the outgoing Chairman of the Commission, the Minister

of Planning of the Republic of Niger welcomed all participants to Niamey

on the occasion of the historic session of the Commission marking its

thirtieth anniversary. During those thirty years, ECA had assisted African

countries gradually to lay the foundations for economic development. In

that regard, he recalled the Monrovia Strategy adopted by the fifteenth

session of the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government. The initiative

in evolving that strategy had been taken by the fifth meeting of the ECA

Conference of Ministers. He also recalled the Lagos Plan of Action and

the important contribution that the ECA Conference of Ministers had made

in its preparation.

24. He went on to speak about the crucial role that the Commission had

played in making the international community aware of the problems facing

the countries of Africa. Without any doubt, those efforts made by ECA had

contributed to the adoption of the United Nations Programme of Action for

African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD). The Commission had

also taken a good number of other initiatives in various economic sectors

including direct technical assistance provided to member States. He

reaffirmed the confidence of member States in the Commission, which he was
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sure would support member States to take up the challenge of economic recovery

and development as described in the publication entitled "Beyond recovery:

ECA-revised perspectives of Africa's development, 1988-2008".

25. The session was taking place some two years after the adoption of

UN-PAAERD and at a time when the international community was preparing for

a mid-term review of UN-PAAERD. That review would make it possible to

evaluate the efforts made by all concerned in implementing the UN-PAAERD

and to propose appropriate measures for speeding up its implementation.

26. The previous year had been characterized by the determination of African

countries to pursue reform policies in spite of an increasingly unfavourable

international economic environment and adverse climatic conditions. In

spite of such efforts, performance had been disappointing because gross

domestic product had increased by only 0.8 per cent in 1987. Because of

the continuing decline in raw material prices, export revenue in 1987 had

been 12 per cent lower than what it was in 1985 before UN-PAAERD was adopted.

The balance-of-payments deficit was increasing while the degree of

indebtedness had reached $US 218 billion and debt servicing was accounting

for nearly 40 per cent of export earnings in many countries. Clearly, the

constraints to the proper implementation of UN-PAAERD were essentially

external in origin.

27. Concerning the efforts made to face the growing difficulties that the

EGA secretariat was encountering in the implementation of its work programme,

he reported on the good offices mission which he had had to conduct in order

to draw the attention of the United Nations Secretary-General to the need

for enabling ECA to play its role fully in the implementation of UN-PAAERD.

Among the positive results of that mission had been the less-than-full

application to ECA of the austerity measures advocated by the Group of 18

and the positive developments in the resource situation in ECA's programme

for the integration of women in African development.
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28. in conclusion, he reaffirmed his conviction that if the secretariat

was strengthened, the Commission would continue to play an essential role

in the economic and social development of Africa. Intra-African co-operation

should therefore be strengthened in order to secure the longer-term economic

integration of the region. The international community should also express

in more concrete terms, its commitment to support Africa's efforts to attain

its objectives.

29. Speaking on behalf of all delegates attending the session, the

representative of Mauritius expressed profound gratitude to His Excellency

Mr. Hamid Algabid, Prime Minister of the Republic of Niger for his opening

address and paid glorious tribute to His Excellency Colonel Ali Saibou,

President of the Supreme Military Council, Head of State and Minister of

Defence of the Republic of Niger, his Government and the People of Niger

for the warm and generous hospitality accorded to all delegates attending

the twenty-third session and fourteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of

Ministers.

30. The Economic Commission had in its thirty years of existence worked

arduously to promote economic and social development in Africa. It was

therefore meet on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the Commission

to pay tribute to ECA and particularly to its Executive Secretary,

Professor Adebayo Adedeji, whose dynamism and devotion to Africa were widely

known.

31. The representative of Mauritius once again, thanked the Prime Minister

and asked him to convey to His Excellency Colonel Ali Saibou, Chairman of

the Supreme Military Council, Head of State and Minister of Defence of Niger,

the sincere gratitude of all delegates for the sacrifice the Government

had made to host the Commission's meetings in Niamey.
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General debate on agenda item 5:

(a) Biennial record of the Executive Secretary on ECA activities,

1986-1987;

Mid-term review and appraisal of the implementation of the United

Nations Programme of Action" for African Economic Recovery and

Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAEKD), and Africa's Priority Programme

for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER);

(i) Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa, 1986-1987;

(ii) ECA/ADB economic report on Africa,. .1988;

Preliminary mid-term review and appraisal of the implementation

of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic

Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD) and Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER);

Financi ng Afri ca's recove ry: Report and recommendations of

the Advisory Group on Financial Flows to Africa;

Response to ECOSOC resolution 1908/1 - Arrangements for the

meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole on the review
1 ■ i ii ■ n i w——■— i. ii.i ■ . ii i ■ i i i •HBfaH^*»*M*i niin i

and appraisal of the United Nations Programme of Action for

African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990;

The situation of food and agriculture in Africa

32. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya conveyed to the

delegates a message of love and appreciation from the Leader of Victory

and Challenge Col. Moumar El Gaddafy who wished all success in their task

of mobilizing all African potential for the achievement of economic and

social welfare for all the people of the great continent. He paid tribute

to the President, people and Government of the Republic of Niger and expressed

appreciation for their hosting the meeting.
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33. He emphasized that delegates were there to discuss the socio-economic

problems facing Africa and to adopt a plan that would rid Africa from the

grips of poverty and socio-economic backwardness. The first step towards

the advancement of the toiling masses of Africa was to identify African

socio-economic problems, the world challenges facing Africa and the complexity

of those problems. There was also the need to clarify those problems, their

complexities as well as the challenges they posed in order to be able tc

design appropriate plans for solving them. In that way, Africa would be

able to change the pattern of life that had prevailed for a long period.

34. In elaborating further on the complex economic and social crisis of

Africa, the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya said that the crisis

had been characterized by a fall in GNP growth rates and in per capita

incomes, external indebtedness, heavy debt servicing burdens, economic

dependency which had limited the capacity of many African countries to deal

with their problems, sharp falls in raw material prices, and the declining

rate of Africa's export earnings. He said that the continuation of those

problems had been due to the dispersion of development efforts and

insufficient emphasis placed by African countries on development.

35. Referring to the importance of material and human resources, he said

that Africa was blessed with tremendous resources that could be used in

' fieldsf yet resort to external financial sources among other factors

hampered the utilization of those resources, to alleviate the situation,

there was need to increase the investment of African resources in a way

that would secure economic earnings for Africa and hence; achieve social

and economic integration among the regions and countries of Africa. In

that context, there was need to intensify efforts to implement Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER} whose implementation would

further enhance the socio-economic development of Africa.

36. As far as the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya was concerned, a significant success

had been achieved in utilizing material and human resources to build a

productive socialist economy that would lead eventually to economic
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diversification and a higher standard of living. During the past 18 years,

the Jamahiriya had achieved a great socio-economic transformation, with

its GNP increasing by 10.2 per cent per annum, 14.4 per cent of which was

from non-oil activities.

37. He further indicated that the "Al Fatah" revolution had undertaken

to implement the great agricultural revolution and substantial efforts had

been exerted in that respect. That was attested by the energy and resources

which had been mobilized for the construction of the "industrial river"

which formed the basis of food security. Those economic and social

achievements had been realized in spite of adverse acts, imperialist and

reactionary forces as well as military provocations and aggressions.

38. In conclusion, the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

emphasi2ed the need for solidarity and promised that his country would

continue to support all liberation struggles. Moreover, member States should

exchange information in order to facilitate the implementation of Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER), the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD) and

the Khartoum Declaration towards a Human-Focused Approach to Socio-economic

Recovery and Development in Africa.

39. The representative of Tunisia congratulated ECA on its thirtieth

anniversary and the Executive Secretary and his staff for their contribution

to the struggle against underdevelopment and for the well-being of the.peoples

of Africa. He referred to the ongoing efforts being made to establish a

preferential trade area in North Africa which would be a significant step

towards the total integration of the continent by the year 2000. With regard

to the mid-term review of the United Nations Programme.of Action for African

Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990, he urged the Conference to

pay particular attention to the objectives of the programme because those

were vital for the development of the African continent.
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40. Bold decisions had been made with respect to reform and structural

adjustment; they had imposed additional sacrifices on the African people

whose standard of living had declined since 1980. However, those measures

had strengthened the continent's credibility in the eyes of the international

community. It was to be hoped that African countries would continue in

that direction so that Africa could again be a partner to be reckoned with.

Tunisia had tackled the fundamental obstacles to the maximum utilization

of resources which had to do with the economic environment and investment

policies, exchange rates and the protection of the domestic market.

41. A wide-ranging programme to create a favourable environment had been

adopted. This focused mainly on a dynamic approach to exchange rates, the

promotion of exports to stimulate growth and employment and the

rationalization of domestic demand to adapt it to the actual prospects of

the country.

42. Those measures had yielded encouraging results which unfortunately

had, like in other African countries, soon been endangered by the invasion

of migrant locusts and the consequences had been disastrous. There was

an urgent need for the countries of the subregion to co-ordinate their efforts

in combating the current invasion and in preventing its recurrence. Within

its national boundaries, Tunisia had taken action in that respect, with

help from friendly countries. A joint anti-locust programme was under way

in co-operation with the countries of the subregion. An Inter-State Committee

had been set up to check the spread of the migrant locusts to other subregions

and to monitor anti-locust operations in the areas affected.

43. Tunisia considered that the external debt, was the most important

challenge of all because of its magnitude and its negative impact on the

implementation of the UN-PAAERD by African countries. While the debt problem

was not new, its impact on economic balance and development was particularly

negative. There was therefore a need for a global approach and universal
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co-operation particularly between developed and developing countries. Tunisia

was in favour of convening an international conference on Africa's external

debt which would look into the root causes of the deterioration in the

external financial situation of African countries. The problems to be

considered included changes in the terms of trade and the resurgence of

protectionist practices. Any solution would have to include a revision

of the prices of primary commodities since they constituted the bulk of

Africa's exports. Developed countries should take structural adjustment

measures of their own to strengthen demand for African exports, through

more appropriate interest and exchange rates. Such measures could accompany

other solutions such as the cancellation or rescheduling of debt so as to

alleviate the tensions caused by accumulated debt-service obligations. Net

capital flows, were also needed to sustain investment and imports upon which

the recovery of their production and growth of their exports depended.

44. Europe was bound to play a decisive role in promoting North-South co

operation in view of its proximity and its historic ties with the African

continent. There should be more joint ventures and sub-contracting

arrangements. If current trends of net outflows of capital from the South

to the North continued, the situation could become explosive. Therefore

a solution had to be found one way or another.

45. The representative of Malawi congratulated the Chairman and the members

of the Bureau for their election and expressed his appreciation to the

Government and people of Niger for their generous hospitality, politeness

arid discipline. He then thanked the Executive Secretary and staff of ECA

for the clarity of the documents prepared for the Conference.

46. He stated that the meeting was an excellent forum for the exchange

of views and experiences on the socio-economic situation in member States,

and for informing the international community, of the needs and modalities

of assistance. He cited the issues dominating the socio-economic situation

in African economies and highlighted external debt and the low level of
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intra-African trade. He stated that while debt management was a priority

issue for his government and efforts were being undertaken at all levels

to bring it under control, the severity of external factors which were beyond

the control of hi s government had continued to complicate their endeavours.

He explained that since most African economies were dependent on imports

for the maintenance of their economies, dwindling export earnings and foreign

exchange shortages coupled with debt-servicing obligations progressively

reduced the output of those economies, and indeed affected their

socio-economic situation. . .

47. With respect to the low level of intra-African trade which stood at

5.2 and 6.1 per cent for imports and exports respectively in 1987 as reported

in the ECA annual Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1986-

1987, he stated that while it was hard to gain access to markets in Europe,

it was just as hard to gain access to African markets. Indeed, that situation

had retarded maximum exploitation of African resources and the creation

of job opportunities and could not help Africa develop the spirit of

collective self-reliance which the African countries wanted to pursue under

APPER. He then appealed for better co-operation so that all opportunities

that could accrue from subregional and regional economic co-operation and

integration could be properly exploited.

48. In his statement, the representative of Zaire thanked the Government

and people of Niger for the warm welcome which had been accorded to his

delegation, congratulated the ECA Executive Secretary for the quality of

the documents presented to the meeting, and urged him to persevere in

implementing the tasks entrusted to him.

49. One of the recommendations of the sixth meeting of the Conference of

African Ministers of Transport. Communications and Planning which had been

held in, March 1988 in Kinshasa, Zaire, was the proclamation of a second

United Nations Transport and Communications Decade for Africa for the period

1991-2000 to be prepared in 1989 and 1990.
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50. With respect to the adverse effects of external factors on African

economies, there were still persisting difficulties, namely, the fall in

commodity prices, inadequate flows of financial resources to meet actual

needs, and a growing debt burden. He acknowledged the contribution of ECA

towards the implementation of UN-PAAERD. Hi s country had taken steps to

mobili ze domestic resources by proclaiming 1988 the year of maximum revenues;

it had also established a framework for mobilizing external resources.

51. Quick action would be taken on the questionnaire on the mid-term review

and appraisal of UN-PAAERD. He suggested that the scope of the report and

recommendations of the Advisory Group of Eminent Persons on Resource Plows

to Africa should be widened to cover the whole of Africa and that the

resources required to cover the long-term socio-economic requirements of

the continent should be sought.

52. He mentioned the efforts his country had been making to tackle its

food problems. Since 1987, it had established a food self-sufficiency

programme which covered the whole country; its aim was to make Zaire self-

sufficient in essential items such as maize and rice in the following five

years.

53. After emphasizing the historic character of the current meeting which

coincided with the thirtieth anniversary of EGA, the representative of Algeria

recalled that the annual meetings of the Commission provided an occasion

for periodic evaluation of the economic situation in Africa, for seeing

how far the programmes for subregional co-operation had been implemented,

and formulating appropriate recommendations for the consolidation and

strengthening of regional co-operation. In that regard, it was to be noted

that since the beginning of the decade, the Commission had been meeting

each year to appraise an economic decline which showed no signs of improving.

54. Concerning the mid-term review and appraisal of UN-PAAERD and APPER,

he stressed that there should be complete objectivity in reviewing the

successes and failures. Such an exercise could not be based on a purely
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theoretical analysis of response to a questionnaire. what was needed was

to conduct a serious and comprehensive discussion on national experiences

in implementing those programmes. A number of questions were worth asking

if the programmes were to be better evaluated: (i) had African countries

demonstrated the political will to pursue the goal of self-sufficiency in

those areas where that was feasible?? <ii) had they attached all the necessary

importance to those sectors that had collectively been considered as deserving

priority?; (iii) had they endeavoured to mobilize optimum domestic resources?;

(iv) had they committed themselves resolutely to pursue subregional and

regional integration?; <v) had they actually set in motion the necessary

machinery that would bring about a rational development of their national

economies?

55. Regarding the commitment of the international community to the

implementation of UN-PAAERD, it could not but be noted that two years after

the programme was adopted, Africa was still suffering from a tragic inadequacy

of resources. What was more, the continent had become a net exporter of

resources to multilateral institutions whose vocation was to finance

development.

56. On the issue of external debt, he demonstrated that the international

community had not taken the measures it pledged to relieve African countries

of the heavy debt burden in order to allow them to focus on the full pursuit

of development priorities. In particular, creditors had merely proposed

successive reschedulings which, at the same time as they postponed debt

maturity, further increased the burden of debt. Furthermore, the

international community appeared to ignore the proposal for holding an

international conference on Africa's external debt.

57. He advanced a number of proposals for making ECA more effective and

efficient in stimulating and co-ordinating all those activities that made

for economic recovery and regional integration. The Commission should

concentrate on those activities that contributed to achieving set objectives

in critical sectors while maintaining a longer-term view of Africa■s

development and integration.
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58. There were a number of factors which prevented the Commission from

concentrating on the essential concerns of Africa; the working methods

of the Conference; the number of items crowded on to the agenda; the

proliferation of studies which were useful in themselves but on which no

specific follow-up action was taken; and dwindling resources. The last

of those factors was all the more reason to rationalize the operation of

ECA, particularly by reducing the number ani duration of meetings and avoiding

the establishment of new institutions.

59. It was regrettable that with the exception of the African Association

of Cartography and the African Remote Sensing Council which had merged to

become the African Organization for Cartography and Remote Sensing, the

ECA-sponsored institutions mentioned in the recommendations of the AdM Hoc

Committee set up to rationalize their activities ha£ yet to take action.

He appealed to those institutions to attach due importance to the

implementation of the various recommendations put forward by the Ad Hoc

Committee. He noted with satisfaction that ECA and OAU continued to work

together in pursuing their common objective of economic and political

emancipation of Africa.

60. His country appreciated the efforts that the Executive Secretary of

ECA had been making to lead that organization in promoting intra-African

co-operation and defending the interests of Africa.

61. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the current historic session

taking place under the theme of solidarity for African economic recovery and

development would give a new le*se of life to subregional and regional co

operation oriented to the integration of the continent.

62. The representative of Nigeria expressed thanks to His Excellency Colonel

Ali Saibou, President of the .Supreme Military Council, Head of State and

Minister of National Defence of the Republic of Niger, and through him to

the people of Niger with whom Nigeria had close brotherly ties. He also

paid tribute to the ECA Executive Secretary and his staff for the high quality

of the documents prepared for delegates.
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63. Reviewing the economic and social conditions in Africa, the

representative of Nigeria referred to the consensus that had been reached

that, while the economic and social problems facing Africa could only be

solved by Africans themselves, the solid support of the international

community was needed. Africa had requested and was still requesting the

international community to grant it a significant debt relief, improve its

terms of trade, stabilize commodity prices and inject substantial inflow

of resources to finance programmes aimed at halting the deteriorating

conditions and resuming the process of economic recovery, growth and

development.

64. African countries had committed themselves to taking appropriate measures

to restructure their economies and pursue policies and programmes that would

strengthen the forces of endogenous growth and development. Under ftPPER

and UN-PAAERD, the international community was expected to give substantial

support to those national and reaional development efforts aimed at economic

recovery and growth. However, the support so far realized had been far

less than expected.

65. He commended the initiative of the Secretary-General in establishing

the Advisory Group on Financial Plows for Africa and emphasized that the

resource gap of $US 5 billion a year for the countries dealt with by the

Group was a gross underestimation. He noted with dismay the exclusion of

Nigeria and North African countries from the study in spite of the chronic

economic difficulties being experienced by those countries. He supported

the recommendation of TEPCOW" that the study should be revised to take full

account of the African Common Position on Africa's External Debt.

66. Referring to the ECA-spcnsored regional and subregional institutions,

he appealed to member States to fulfil their obligations by paying their

contributions to the institutions.
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67. With regard to efforts made by the Nigerian Government to restructure

Nigeria's economy during the period from June 1986 to June 1988 and in line

with the guidelines, policies and programmes elaborated in APPER and UN-

PAAERD, the Nigerian delegate outlined the objectives of his country's

Structural Adjustment Programme which included among other things the

restructuring and diversification of the productive base of the economy

in order to reduce its dependence on the oil sector and on imports;

achievement of fiscal and balance of payments viability over the period;

reduction of unproductive investment in the public sector; and laying the

foundation for sustainable non-rinflationary or minimal inflationary growth.

68. The main elements of the programme included the alignment of the exchange

rate of the country's currency, the Naira, with other currencies through

a system of auctioning; the removal or reduction of direct control and

elimination of undesirable subsidies; and the reform of public sector

enterprises through commercialization and privatization in order to reduce

the burden which such enterprises imposed on government resources and

generally to strengthen the private sector so as to enable it play a greater

role in economic development.

69. Although the ad justment programme had involved a lot of constraints,

positive results had been achieved. Notable among such results were the

greater utilization of domestic resources both in consumption and production,

the positive impact on exports, and the greater rationalization of the use

of resources by individual households, government and private enterprises.

In general, the rural dwellers and farmers had benefited from the programme

through the boost it har! given to the prices of agricultural products.

70. In the 1988 budget, the government had . adopted a number of measures

aimed at reflating the economy mildly and improving the living conditions

of the masses through upward adjustment in salaries, the expansion of credit

to the economy and increasing the level of government capital expenditures



E/ECA/CM.14/L

Page 26

in priority areas. A special reflationary package had also been adopted

placing emphasis on health and social welfare services, education, mass

transit, and the creation of employment opportunities for school-leavers.

There had also been mass mobilization of women to participate in the recovery

programme which had included not only the elite but market women and rural

dwellers. He hoped that other African countries would initiate similar

measures and that in facing the challenges, emphasis would be placed on

the mobilization of human resources for efficient production.

71. The representative of Ghana first expressed appreciation th the

Government and people of Niger for their hospitality and recalled that the

people of Niger had interacted for centuries in several areas of human

endeavour with the people of Ghana. She extended the warm wishes of her

country to Niger on the occasion of the fourteenth anniversary of the coming

to power of the National Armed Forces and congratulated the United Nations

Economic Commission for Africa on the occasion of the celebration of its

thirty years of dedicated service to Africa.

72. As one of the major objectives of the annual meetings of the Conference

was for member States to exchange views on their experiences in the management

of their economies and the development of strategies for solving their common

problems, the representative of Ghana highlighted the main features of and

the progress made in her country's structural adjustment programme. That

programme, which had been in place before African Governments and the

international community adopted APPER and UN-PAAERD, was aimed at arresting

and eventually reversing the trend of economic decline and social disruption.

The programme had resulted in the rehabilitation of infrastructure such

as roads, railways and ports, considerable upward growth of gross domestic

product and an upsurge in investor interest especially in gold-mining,

tourism, fisheries and agro-industry.

73. The representative of Ghana acknowledged that it had not been easy

for her country to implement the structural adjustment programme whose policy

package had included incentives to agricultural production, removal of
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controls on economic agents, flexible exchange rates, shifts in the

composition and level of government expenditure, especially in the social

sector, and the redeployment of various employees in the civil service and

some parastatal organizations. In order to protect vulnerable groups in

the society against the adverse effects of the programme, the Government

had launched at the beginning of 1988 a "Programme of action to mitigate

the social cost of adjustment- (PAMSCAD) involving a sum of $US 85 million.

It was the belief of the Government that the PAMSCAD measures would remove

some of the difficulties in the adjustment process and thereby reinforce

the involvement of all social groups in the economic reconstruction of the

country.

74. The representative stressed that the ultimate success of Ghana's

adjustment programme would depend on the solution of many of the problems

emanating from the external economic environment that constrained Africa's

development. She said that Ghana was confronted with a debt-service ratio

currently estimated at 60 per cent of export earnings. At the same time

it was experiencing serious shortfalls in export earnings due to the collapse

of the international price of cocoa, the country's main export crop. She

stated that since trade was the main source of foreign exchange earnings,

the persistence of protectionism, low primary commodity prices and interest

and exchange rate fluctuations in the industrialized countries posed major

obstacles in the way of African development. Consequently, she called on

the Conference to re-emphasize the need for an international conference

on Africa's debt and to urge the international community to accord the Common

Position on Africa's External Debt the serious attention it deserved. in

that regard, she expressed appreciation to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations for his efforts to mobilize more resources for the continent.

However, she agreed with the general view that the recommendations of the

Secretary-General's Advisory Group on Financial Flows to Africa fell far

short of the continent's needs and could not constitute a sufficient basis

for action.
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75. Intra-African trade had not played its expected role in relieving the

continent's development difficulties because of the often-cited problems

of poor transport and communications links and the complementarity of the

economies of African countries. However, the representative noted that

despite those reasons, the people of Africa were engaged in brisk trade

among themselves across their national borders. Since women were major

participants in such trade, she proposed that a study be undertaken on women's

role in trans-border trade to see how they managed to overcome the

difficulties in question. In conclusion, she expressed her delegation's

support for the work of the subregional integration groups in trade promotion

and urged that their efforts should be re-inforced by greater co-operation

among chambers of commerce and industry at the subregional and regional

levels.

76. The representative of Sudan noted that the Commission's thirtieth

anniversary was being observed at a time when the African countries were

experiencing an unprecedented socio-economic crisis whose international

dimensions had been worsened by recession in the industrialized countries.

He noted that those developments had resulted in the decline of export

earnings and resource transfers, which in the case of his country had been

exacerbated by dependence on few primary commodity exports, high energy

costs, heavy debt-service burden, a semi-permanent drought situation and

a massive influx of refugees. In order to meet those challenges, his country

had prepared a four-year salvation and recovery programme 1987-1991, which

put great emphasis on the agricultural sector, the rehabilitation of the

industrial sector and the expansion of the road network. It was within

that context that his country welcomed and supported APPER and UN-PAAERD.

77. He commended the United Nations Inter-agency Task Force for its work

on the follow-up on the implementation of the UN-PAAERD and for its

contribution in the holding of the International Conference on the Human

Dimensions of Africa's Economic Recovery and Development in Khartoum from
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5 to 8 March 1988, which examined the human cost of structural adjustment

programmes, and stressed the importance of the human dimension in economic

recovery programme. It was for that reason that he also welcomed the UNDP

offer of establishing the UNDP management facility whose objectives were

to increase the financial resources to Africa as called for the APPER and UN-

PAAERD. He, however, noted that his country would be happy to be provided

with more details about the UNDP facility.

78. He said that despite the commendable efforts being made by the least

developed countries to implement the Substantial New Programme of Action

which inter alia called for food self-sufficiency, diversification of the

production base and increased international financial and technical support,

not much had been attained. He hoped that the United Nations Conference

on Least Developed Countries scheduled in 1990 would address those issues.

He appealed to ECA to help the African least developer! countries to prepare

for the Conference by defining areas of trade, monetary policy and finance

in which international action would be most beneficial to the African LDCs.

He welcomed ECA's study on structural adjustment and hoped that such a study

would lead to the formulation of Africa's position vis-a-vis the structural

adjustment programmes. Similarly., he welcomed the initiative of the United

Nations Secretary-General in constituting the group of eminent persons to

advise on concrete measures of alleviating the resource burden faced by

the African countries. He, however, regretted the fact that the geographical

scope of the study had failed to cover all African countries. He hoped

that the United Nations Secretary-General would continue with his efforts

and expand the study to cover all Africa.

79. Finally, he paid tribute to the ECA Executive Secretary and his staff

for the invaluable services rendered to the member States and for maintaining

the momentum generated by the Special Session of the United Nations General

Assembly that adopted the United Nations Programme of Action for Africa's

Economic Recovery and Development and by providing guideline and monitoring

implementation of programme at national, regional and international levels.
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80. The representative of Zambia opened his statement by expressing deep

appreciation for the abundant hospitality which he and his delegation had

received from the Government and people of Niger and for the excellent

facilities which would greatly enhance the quality of the deliberations

of the Conference.

81. He said that the heavy agenda, covering many important issues, bore

ample testimony to the very difficult socio-economic situation which Africa

faced. In that connection, he highlighted the general current unsatisfactory

socio-economic conditions of the continent and the adverse prospects for

the future which were influenced by such negative factors as external debt

burden, inadequate resource flows, low and unstable commodity prices and

protectionism, and Africa's external debt, which was estimated at $US 218.2

billion in 1987 with an average debt-service ratio of about 36 per cent,

was no longer bearable. It was in view of that realization that the Assembly

of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU)

adopted a "Common African Position on Africa's External Debt Crisis" at

its third Extraordinary Session in November/December 1987 and called for

an international conference on Africa's debt.

82. The efforts being made to achieve that objective was demonstrated by

the recent inaugural meeting of the Contact Group held at Lusaka, Zambia,

under the auspices of the current Chairman of OAU, His Excellency, Dr. Kenneth

David Kaunda. The meeting had evolved modalities and strategies to facilitate

the convening of the international conference. The representative of Zambia

said that the proposals made by Africa for solving the debt problem were

meritorious and called on the international community to take the opportunity

to solve the vexing problem. The time had come for a negotiating conference

which would do justice to the debtor and the creditor and in which there

would be no victors or victims.
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83. Concerning the inadequate resource flows to Africa, the representative

of Zambia drew attention to the direct relationship between that problem

and the inadequate earnings from Africa's exports. Resource flows

complemented export earnings and their inadequacy meant that Africa could

not implement programmes necessary to lift herself out of her depressed

socio-economic conditions. He reminded the delegates that as they reflected

on the Conference theme, "Solidarity for African economic recovery and

development", they should remember the resources that could flow from intra-

African, subregional and regional trade. That trade base in Africa needed

to be strengthened as a matter of deliberate policy.

84. He also called upon African member States to undertake an objective

evaluation of their implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD in order to provide

a constructive input into the mid-term review by the United Nations. Such

evaluation and input would assist in the search for effective measures for

the implementation of the programme in the remainder of the period covered

l' T. lie ppcke cf the need for adequate adjustniont prr^r^r-Tos t^t r

take account of the unique characteristics of Africa's socio-economic

structures. He emphasi zed that such programmes must not only be guided

by economic indicators but should also contain adequate safeguards for

preserving the social fabric of African societies and protecting the interests

of socially vulnerable groups. With that requirement in mind, Zambia had

since May 1987 devised its own adjustment programme, the "Interim National

Development Plan". The Plan had set out the country's own development

objectives and targets as well as socially bearable implementation strategies.

The main emphasis of the Plan was the generation of domestic resources for

economic growth. Consequently, debt service had been restricted to 10 per

cent of export earnings, after deducting foreign exchange earnings required

for maintaining the mining industry, payments for oil, fertilizers, medicines

and obligations to the International Air Transport Association (IATA).
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86. He said that Zambia welcomed external assistance but only on terms

that were consistent with its own laid down priorities and strategies. In

that regard, he welcomed the proposed UNDP Management Facility provided

that it would provide technical assistance on a grant basis to countries

implementing their own adjustment programmes. He underscored the importance

of neutrality and impartiality in operating the facility and the crucial

need for it to attract the confidence and support of African member States.

87. In conclusion, he congratulated ECA on its thirtieth anniversary and

assured it and its subsidiary organizations of Zambia's commitment and

unqualified support. He also wished the people of Niger happy national

celebrations and prosperity.

88. The representative of Morocco spoke on the problems of development

on the African continent, its implications and its imperatives.

89. He said that the future of the world economy lay in large economic

entities having optimum dimensions in terms of space, human resources and

economies of scale. However, economic development could not be achieved

without freedom and democracy and therefore decentralization was the best

way of involving the able-bodied population of every nation and tapping

their potential to the full. The African continent was facing external

challenges emanating from the international economic environment and internal

challenges caused by the population factor. In order to meet those

challenges, African States had to be pragmatic end imaginative so as to

reconcile the need for structural adjustment programmes with the need for

growth and economic development. The equation to be solved was how to achieve

minimal growth that would meet the basic requirements of the people and

would be as high as financial capacities permited. There was a need for

an intersectoral approach to development and for co-operation to achieve

subregional and regional economic integration, a target that could not be

achieved without the political will of the African Governments concerned.



E/ECA/CM.14/L

Page 33

90. In that regard, he commended the efforts deployed by the Executive

Secretary of ECA, Professor Adebayo Adedeji, for the promotion of the

establishment in each of Africa's subregion, structures for economic and

financial co-operation as an intermediate stage in the establishment of

the African economic community. In particular, he praised the efforts being

made by ECA to assist the North African countries to establish a preferential

trade area in North Africa to which Morocco attached particular importance.

He congratulated ECA on its thirtieth anniversary and the Executive Secretary

in particular for the dynamic role played by the Commission in the development

of Africa as a whole.

91/ The representative, of the Arab Republic of Egypt stated that the, twentyr

third session of ECA and fourteenth meeting of its Conference of Ministers

was being held in the friendly country of Niger on the thirtieth anniversary

of ECA. He therefore expressed thanks to the Government and people of Niger

for agreeing to host the Conference, an act that underlined Niger's commitment

to. Africa's co-operation and solidarity. He stated that Africa was facing

grave economic situation that had been worsened by the growing debt burden

and its servicing which was consuming larger portions of the continent's

export earnings; the drought which adversely affected agricultural production

thus forcing most of the countries to depend on food imports; and population

growth which had outstripped food production and further compounded the

economic crisis. He also referred to the locust invasion that threatened

crop production, and whose control required co-operation.

92. With regards to the documents submitted to the meeting, the leader

of the Egyptian delegation made a number of pertieant observations. Commenting

on the Biennial report of the ECA Executive Secretary for 1986-1987,

particularly the section on the economic and social crisis in Africa, he

urged African countries to concentrate their efforts on the promotion of

intra-African integration by undertaking the implementation of projects

in the areas of roads, transport, water resources and storage. He stressed
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the need to minimize the number of organizations in view of resource

limitation, especially those that were unable to achieve their objectives

as well as those that concentrated purely on administrative issues.

93. He also referred to the very small volume of trade among African

countries in spite of numerous resolutions on the promotion of intra-African

trade by various African organizations. In that connection, he underscored

the need to establish and reinforce regional economic integration as an

effective means of increasing the process of intra-African trade. He also

called for the establishment of joint projects and underlined the importance

of political will in overcoming all obstacles. He therefore welcomed the

studies on the establishment of a preferential trade -*roa in North Africa.

With respect to the food situation, he expressed his country's deep concern

about the severe financial crisis facing FAO, since the suspension of

contributions to the organization by some donors had adversely affected

the African countries.

94, The representative of Egypt emphasized the importance of the Ad Hoc

Committee of the Whole to undertake the mid-term review of the implementation

of UN-PAAERD and urged the full participation by member States in the work

of the Committee. On the African debt issue, he welcomed the steps taken

by some countries to alleviate- the debt burden, although the problem was

still causing social and economic difficulties. He supported the African

common position of the debt issue. Since the debt burden crisis had resulted

from conditions imposed by international financial institutions and some

donor countries, there was the need to convene an International Conference

on Africa's Indebtedness which should not be a forum for confrontation

between debtor and creditor countries, but as a conference for providing

constructive dialogue between the two sides on measures for resolving the

crisis. In that connection, he informed the Conference that his country

would be organizing an international symposium on the African debt problem

by the end of 1988 in which African experts and experts from international

financial institutions would participate.
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95. He noted with appreciation the initiative taken by the United Nations

Secretary-General on financial resource flows to Africa. However, he

regretted that although financial resource flows were of concern to all

African ; countries the report had unfortunately concentrated on a group of

African countries to the exclusion of others. He also pointed out that

the report did not sufficiently cover the problem of reduced export earnings

caused by price fluctuations at a time when the prices of imported goods

were on the increase.

96. in conclusion, he reviewed the socio-economic situation during 1987

and indicated that Egypt had suffered a severe crisis as a result of reduced

export earnings and reduced remittances from Egyptians working abroad, since

such earnings financed a substantial portion of his country's plan for

economic development.. The crisis would be worsened by the approaching foreign

debt repayment that was to fall due. However, his country would be able

to cope through its enhanced industrial production, strengthening of both

the public and private sectprs, increased foreign investments, ^and the

introduction of a new exchange rate. Moreover, his country would be

strengthening economic co-operation with other African countries and would

initiate an economic and social development plan for the period 1987-1992

which would put emphasis on agriculture, irrigation and new land reclamation

as basis for reducing external dependence and increasing self-reliance in

line with the basic tenets of the Programme of Economic Recovery.

97. The representative of Egypt then congratulated the ECA Executive

Secretary and his staff for the tremendous efforts they were making in

preparing African countries for international negotiating conferences and

for their invaluable contributions to the African continent and wished ECA

continued success.

98. The representative of Uganda expressed his appreciation to the Government

and people of Niger for their hospitality and congratulated the Executive

Secretary and the secretariat on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary

of the Commission and for the excellent preparations for the meeting.
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99. ■ He said that the low and in some cases negative rates of growth of

African economies reflected a sad fact in a continent that was as much in

natural resources. It was indeed important to ponder on why Africa was

asking for more and more assistance. Declined earnings from exports, low

levels of capital inflows, the heavy debt burden as well as the

destabilization of policies of the racist regime in South Africa were real

problems that Africa had had to face. Those problems were however not new.

The thirtieth anniversary session of ECA was a good occasion to reflect

on how to effect a balance between rhetoric, resolutions and action. Africa

should not continue to remain an appendage of the Western economies. If

that were to be so, those same problems would continue to plague it. The

necessary political will had been lacking for far too long. It was high

time that self-reliance was pursued more seriously. There was, for instance,

need to make greater use of local African experts. More use should also

be made of science and technology to harness Africa's natural resources.

While external aid was required, it was important to ensure that such aid

did not frustrate Africa's own efforts. As regards structural adjustment

programmes, those had to do more with the balance of payments than with

the long-term structural requirements of African economies. In the long

run, African economies must be restructured if the short-term problems facing

them were to be solved.

100. The representative of Uganda concluded by saying that it was the

objective of his Government to build an integrated self-sustaining economy

within an interdependent world. In that connection, he lauded the efforts

being made to create a preferential trade area in North Africa.

101. The observer for the USSR read a message of congratulations and best

wishes from the Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, in which it was

said that the Commission's activities since its establishment thirty years

previously, had been inseparable from those of the African peoples in their

bid to overcome backwardness, promote economic and social progress, develop
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develop regional co-cperation, strengthen international economic relations

and solidify Africa's place in the world community. Despite those efforts,

a critical situation had persisted in the region, and the threat of famine

was again growing. The aggressive policy pursued by the racist regime of

South Africa against the neighbouring African States had made the situatidn

on the continent more complex. A viable and Listing solution to Africa's

recovery and development problems had to be found urgently. To that end,

the establishment of an International Disarmament for Development Fund was

being proposed by the USSR under the auspices of the United Nations. The

Government of the USSR had resolved to continue to nlay an active role in

the creation of a comprehensive system of international peace and security.

The Government was also convince", that ECA would continue to make its useful

contribution particularly towards implementing the principles of a secured

and non-violent world in which independence, equality and unhampered

development of all would be a prerequisite for universal weLl-being.

102. The observer for the USSR then paid tribute to the Commission on

the occasion of its thirtieth anniversary and expressed his Government's

delight to participate at the year's session of the Commission as it provided

the opportunity to exchange views with delegates on vital issues that were

related to Africa's development with a view to finding solutions to existing

problems. He spoke of the importance of disarmament* security and

co-operation as instruments for overcoming the acute crisis afflicting Africa,

and called for joint efforts in creating worthy living conditions for the

African peoples. He concluded by re-emphasizing his Government's preparedness

to continue its active participation in the development process of Africa.

JL03, The observer for France said that during the thirty years of the

Commission's existence, France had always provided support and had takon

£ keen interest in the work of the Commission. The thirtieth, anniversary

was taking place at a very important time. Although the African- economic

situation remained serious, as many ECA reports had confirmed, nevertheless,

some progress had been made.
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104. Since the adoption of UN-PAAERD, many African countries had made some

efforts to attain recovery. Those efforts should be appreciated and drawn

to the attention of the international community. Thus, Prance awaited with

interest the information sollicited by ECA's questionnaire on progress"in

the implementation of the programme.

105. France as the second largest donor of ODA in Africa, and the largest

in sub-Saharan Africa, was in the vanguard of international efforts to assist

Africa to recover. At $US 1.8 billion, aid to Africa amounted to two-thirds

of France's total assistance to the developing world in 1986. The observer

went on to give some examples of his country' s activities. In addition

to bilateral assistance, France had been involved in such important

multilateral activities as the IFAD special programme for Africa; the tripling

of IMF's structural adjustment facility from 3.9 billion SDRS, to which

France agreed to contribute 1 billion francs a year for three years; and

the World Bank's special programme for Africa's poorest and more indebted

countries, amounting to $US 6.11 billion, of which France had contributed

$US 800 million. France had also doubled its contributions to the ADB and

had contributed in increasing the resources of the African Development Fund.

It had also continued to participate in the UNDP-sponsored round tables.

France was examining with considerable interest the new UNDP initiative

on the setting up of a management facility.

106. In terms of monetary aid, France had increased by 50 per cent in 1987

the grants accorded under its aid and co-operation programme. It had also

increased the grant element in loans, particularly to African least developed

countries. New project aid, such as direct financial assistance budgetary

aid and support for,balance of payments had also been considerably increased*

Largely, as a result of France's initiative, the final report of the previous

meeting of the Group of Seven held in Venice included the aid commitment

objective of 0.7 per cent of GDP. France had led the way in recognizing

the specific problems of the LDCs, and had given 0.15 per cent of GDP in

aid to these countries.
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107. The market for primary products on which Africa was terribly dependent

for external resources was of fundamental concern and France was completely

in favour of product price agreements as a firm basis for international

co-operation. New measures were necessary however. The observer went on

to talk about the STABEX and SYSMIN systems, drawn up by the European

Community to mitigate market price fluctuations in primary products and

informed the meeting that in 1987 France had proposed an easing of IMF's

compensatory financing facility for balance of payment difficulties due

to falling commodity prices. Spectacular changes had taken place in the

treatment of debt, notably at France's instigation. Measures had been adopted

by the Paris Club such as rescheduling repayments, grace periods and

concessional interest rates. Such measures have particularly benefited

the LDCs and the countries engaged in reform programmes. With regard to

the report of the Group of experts on financial flows to Africa, the observer

for France thought that it was a new contribution to the search for solutions

to the problems. He could not however, at that moment, give the French

Government's reaction to the report but promised that the report would be

studied carefully.

108. Concluding his remarks, the observer stated that France was fully

aware of the extremely difficult economic and financial situation in Africa

and would respond to African efforts. Africa could rest assured of France's

continued and sustained interest and of her friendship.

109. The observer for Norway thanked the Commission for the invitation

and expressed his Government's best wishes for a successful meeting and

a happy anniversary.

110. He informed the Conference about the recent report of the World

Commission on Environment and Development which was chaired by Her Excellency

Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland, Prime Minister of Norway. That report of the

Commission covered all global political issues and was an agenda for change
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and sustainable development. In it, the Commission called for a new era

of economic growth which would create the capacity to alleviate mass poverty

and evironment problems. The implementation of those changes would require

a stronger political will and strengthened international co-operation.

111. He noted the efforts of the African Governments to implement the United

Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development

and emphasized that the debt and commodity issues had to be addressed, and

the flows of financial resources increased. He pointed out that new lending

had to be on concessional terms, and new debt policies had to include debt

relief, long-term rescheduling and conversion to softer terms. Other areas

which had to be addressed included agricultural policies, population

strategies and energy. The situation in Southern Africa also had to be

addressed on account of the negative environmental consequences of apartheid.

Already, his Government had adopted comprehensive sanctions against South

Africa and had strengthened co-operation with the SADCC countries.

112. He informed the Conference that the United Nations General Assembly

had already adopted the World Commission report, and governments and

international organizations were invited to take account of its analysis

and recommendations in their policies and programmes. His own Government

had already started reviewing those recommendations, and was looking forward

to working closely with African countries. The regional commissions had

an important role to play in the follow-up process. A follow-up Conference,

would be hosted in Norway in 1990 by the Government of Norway in co-operation

with the Economic Commi ssion for Europe and UNEP. He hoped similar

conferences would be held in other regions and expressed his Governments'

readiness to support such efforts.

113. Finally, he appealed to the industrialized world to ensure that the

international economy did help rather than hinder the possibilities for

sustainable development. Multilateralism and international co-operation

had to be revived.
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114. In his statement, the observer for India expressed his Government's

heartiest congratulations on the occasion of the special meeting which marked

an important milestone in the partnership between African nations and other

countries through the auspices of the United Nations system. India had

followed with great interest the efforts made by the Economic Commission

for Africa towards assisting the newly independent countries of Africa.

Though much had been achieved during the previous 30 years, more remained

to be done not only by the United Nations system including EGA, but also

by all organizations and others working in Africa. Africa, he continued,

was a young continent with vast potential, untapped human energy and a bright

future. Albeit it was facing many crises. The whole continent was awake

and on the march. Current difficulties were but obstacles in the long road

to success and prosperity.

115. He recalled India's historical relations with Africa and the full

support India had given to the aspirations of African people for their

realization of their national independence. Attainment of political

independence was only the first step towards national reconstruction and

the attainment of a better quality of life. India was on the march to better

the lot of its people and fully shared the hope and aspirations of the people

of Africa because Africa and India had common goals.

116. Since the end of the second World War, India had gained knowledge,

technology and expertise in spheres of national life which were of common

importance to Asia and Africa. India was sharing its experience with Africa

and would continue to do so in the spirit of South-South co-operation

bilaterally and through multisectoral organizations such as ECA.

117. India had contributed about 100,000 tons of food aid to drought-stricken

areas of African countries and had ( helped to strengthen and develop the

agricultural and agro-industrial base of many countries in Africa. It had

also supported activities aimed at developing rural technology, small-scale
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and engineering industry, consultancy and advisory services in Africa, and

late in 1987, it had signed an agreement with EGA for $US 400,000 for

promoting small-scale enterprises in Africa. India would always consider

any proposal from ECA, OAU and/or concerned countries on technical

co-operation activities between India and Africa.

118. The observer for the Netherlands commended ECA for its accomplishments

in the thirty years since its establishment. He referred to recent technical

co-operation activities of ECA which his Government had financed and supported

and paid tribute to the Executive Secretary for his leadership.

119. He noted the various problems facing Africa including harsh

climatological conditions and some unfavourable elements in the international

environment. He stressed in particular the problems of debt and the decline

in commodity prices and said that his Government was prepared to discuss

the possible solutions to those problems in the appropriate fora. He

acknowledged that the primary responsibility for recovery was that of the

African countries themselves. However, donor countries had an important

role to play within the framework of international solidarity and

interdependence. Despite severe cutbacks in overall government expenditures,

the Netherlands was spending more than one per cent of its GNP of official

development assistance, much of which was directed at African countries.

It also attached great importance to the implementation of the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD).

120. In introducing the message from his Minister of Foreign Affairs,

the observer for the Federal Republic of Germany first expressed his

appreciation to the Head of State, the Government, and people of Niger for

their wonderful hospitality. In the message, the Minister of Foreign Affairs

of. the Federal Republic of Germany pointed out that the preceding three

decades had been a period of great historic importance for Africa in 'terms'

of accumulating a wide range of political and economic experience. During

that period, Africa had also had to cope with the consequences of the deep
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structural changes which occurred in the world economy, and the natural

disasters which disrupted many projects. The period had also been one of

intense co-operation between Africa and its partners. Both had become aware

of the fact that Africa's resources could be fully developed only if Africa

persevered in adapting to changing challenges.

121. He also indicated that his country's commitment to Africa had been

reflected in its support for Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery

and in bilateral loans which had reached an annual volume of about DM 2

million, or nearly 36 per cent of his country's official development

assistance. The Federal Republic of Germany also provided more than 25

per cent of the substantial loans granted by the European Economic Community

to Africa within the framework of the Lomin the round-table Convention.

The development forum of tha German foundation for international development

would be organizing an international round table in West Berlin during the

month of June 1988 as a contribution to the mid-term review and appraisal

of DN-PAAERD. High-ranking participants from African countries, and

representatives of international organizations would be participating in

the round table whose theme was "A joint effort for the implementation of

UK-PAAKRDs lessons and prospects".

122. Turning to the achievements of ECA, the Foreign Minister found them

particularly important. It was for that reason that his Government was

continuing its ,'.^-ori to ECA and intended to work closely with it as had

been declared during the Executive Secretary's visit to Bonn in the autumn

Of 1987,

123. He concluded by expressing the hope that the next three decades would

not see Africa's problems worsening but would instead be an era during which

the problems of the great continent of Africa would be overcome.
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124. The observer for the German Democratic Republic read a message from

His Excellency, Mr. Oskar Fischer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German

Democratic Republic, on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of ECA.

In that message, the Foreign Minister observed that the anniversary of ECA

was being celebrated at a time when the maintenance of peace, the prevention

of a nuclear inferno, the consolidation of international security as well

as economic and social development had become issues of vital importance

for mankind. In the face of such great challenges, stable regional economic

co-operation carried particular weight.

125. in that regard, he noted the achievement of ECA, in close co-operation

with the Organization of African Unity, in influencing the development of

the African region, in contributing to overcoming the difficult economic

situation on the continent and in implementing the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development. The Commission

had also actively supported the struggle of African peoples against racism

and apartheid. Those achievements of the Commission had merited appreciation

all over the world. The Foreign Minister concluded by reaffirming that

the various relations between his country and African States as well as

the CoiTimission would further develop in the interest of peace, the

strengthening of confidence and the promotion of mutually advantageous co

operation .

126. in his address to the Conference, the Director-General for Development

and International Economic Co-operation, Mr. Jean Ripert, welcomed and hailed

the general debate of the Conference which had taken place as timely and

relevant given that the debate came on the eve of the mid-term review of UN-

PAAERD. He pointed out that there had been a number of occasions where

the action programme had been described as being good in orientation but

vague in focus. For him, the success of any programme including UN-PAAERD,

depended in great part on the will to initiate and implement a good follow-

up procedure at all levels. He was therefore encouraged by the various
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follow-up measures undertaken by member States and ECA since the adoption

of APPER and UN-PAAERD. And he stressed the importance of the discussion

to take place before and during the next General Assembly session.

127. As part of. the follow-up activity, attention was drawn to the decision

of ECOSOC on the mid-term xeview and the subsequent invitation made by the

Secretary-General to all member States of the United Nations to submit to

him information on their contribution and their efforts in support of the

implementation of the programme. ECA's initiative in sending a questionnaire

to its member States was indeed complementary to the Secretary-General's

request. * African Governments were therefore urged to complete and return

the questionnaire to facilitate the exercise. Attention was also drawn

to "the Secretary-General's initiative to establish the Group of Eminent

Persons which he said, was based on the Secretary-General's realization

that the financial problems facing Africa, if not properly and urgently

addressed, could become a major constraining factor to the implementation

of the programme. He pointed out that oven though the evaluation failed

to, cover, all the,^African countries, their recommendations in the view of

the Secretary-General9 were valid for the continent as a. whole; they were

realistic, and workable.

128. He informed the Conference that the report was being reviewed by

the "Development Committee of the IMF and World Bank. The Secretary-General

would report on the reaction of governments and international" 'institutions

to. the General Assembly appropriately,.,He assured delegates that the Secretary-

General in his report would take into account the views expressed at the

pre.sent, session of the Commission.

129. The Director-General paid tribute to the International Conference

on the Human Dimension of Africa's Economic Recovery and Development which

had taken place in Khartoum, the Republic of Sudan, from 5 to 8 March 1988.

He indicated that a programme with similar objectives was being discussed
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under the auspices of ESCAP for Asia and the Pacific region. He emphasized

that the human factor constituted the main force for strengthening recovery

and development efforts, and was confident that the Khartoum Declaration

would be considered by the General Assembly as an essential component of

the review and appraisal of the United Nations programme.

130. The need was stressed by African Governments to take measures that

would increase export earnings particularly from commodities at a time when

the region was faced with deteriorating terms of trade. In that regard,

the Director-General welcomed the new breakthrough that had occurred in

the Common Fund which should be established in the foreseable future whatever

were the difficulties to act in that area. The international community

had to play a much more active role even if in the long run, measures to

diversify production would have to be taken by African countries. The

existing facilities should be enlarged. In conclusion, he pledged his support

to the Commission's activities.

131. The Assistant Administrator of UNDP and the Regional Director for

Africa stated at the outset of his statement that he was speaking not only

in his capacity as the Director for the Africa Bureau but also on behalf

of Mr. William Draper III, the Administrator of UNDP and on behalf of the

Assistant Administrator and Regional Director for the Arab States and the

European Programme (RBASEP). - .

132. He underscored the special character of the twenty-third session

of the Commission and fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

which was taking place on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary

celebrations of ECA and on the eve of the mid-term review of the

implementation of UN-PAAERD. On. behalf of UNDP, he paid tribute to the

Executive Secretary of ECA for his untiring efforts for Africa's. economic

emancipation. The Executive Secretary's wide experience and great learning

had enabled him to make a singular success of heading ECA. He expressed
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UNDP's hope for increased co-operation with ECA. The current meetings

constituted a forum of hope for recovery in Africa's economic and social

situation because the theme was one of active solidarity between Africa

and the international community.

133. He reviewed the activities conducted by UNDP in its assistance to,

and support for the efforts the Commission was making to further the social

and economic development of the continent. Among the number of UNDP-supported

activities, he highlighted: (a) the provision of resources; (b) support

to round tables and National Technical Co-operation Assessments and Programmes

(NATCAP); (c) the strengthening of UNDP regional offices in Africa; and

(d) the mobilization of additional resources. He indicated that $US 1.2

billion had been earmarked for Africa in addition to $US 200 million made

available for inter-country programmes for the period 1987-1991. The

allocation of UNDP resources closely paralleled the APPER and UN-PAAERD

priorities.

134. He stated that UNDP planned to set up a management facility in order

to mobilize additional resources for low-income countries in their pursuit

of economic reforms. Low income African countries would benefit from the

use of the resources of the Facility as'per the priorities indicated in UN-

PAAERD. Emphasis would be on neutral advice on economic management matters.

The use of funds from the management facility would be governed by the

following three principles: (a) its disbursement would take the form of

grants; (b) priority would be accorded to low-income countries; and (c) the

funds granted within the framework of the facility would be subject to no

conditionality.

135. Finally, he stated that ECA would play an important role in using

the management facility and urged the Commission to strongly support the

idea of such a facility so that the UNDP Governing Council could at its

June 1988 session, envisage the establishment of the mechanism possibly

by allocating a part of the additional resources available to it immediately

and by mobilizing additional financing from donor countries.
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136. The observer for UNDRO hoped that the outcome of the session would

meet the expectations of the peoples of Africa and confirm once again Africa's

resolute determination to overcome its prevailing economic and social

difficulties which had been exacerbated by natural disasters and the

interventionist acts of South Africa. The theme of the session was meet

and appropriate in the prevailing world of increased inter-dependence in

which regional and international solidarity was imperative for the solution

of such serious problems as under-development, hunger, drought and other

scourges that have continued to plague Africa.

137. As the central organ within the United Nations system responsible

for the co-ordination of relief activities, UNDRO had continued, in

collaboration with all relevant organizations of the United Nations, to

support African countries' own efforts in accordance with the provisions

of the United Nations Programme of Action. The observer then outlined the

many and varied activities his organization had undertaken to assist several

African countries affected by natural calamities. He dwelt in particular

on recent activities of UNDRO in Mozambique and Ethiopia. He noted that

the effects of natural disasters would not have been as devastating as they

had been in Africa, had African countries been better prepared and had the

necessary structures to sustain and manage such catastrophies. It was

therefore imperative to enhance the capacities of those countries to meet

the challenges of natural disasters. In that regard, he believed that much

could be achieved within the framework of the International Decade for the

Prevention of Natural Disasters which had bsen proclaimed by the General

Assembly at its last session.

138. He concluded by assuring the Conference that UNDRO would do all that

was possible to mobilize resources to develop the required structures in

African countries. There was also special need for the transfer of technology

and to accord highest priority to disaster precaution in Africa. His

organization would continue to devote significant attention to those urgent

needs.
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139. The president of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Conimittee for

the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC) expressed, on behalf of the

Women of Africa, appreciation and gratitute to the ECA secretariat for its

efforts in improving women's participation in the economic and social

development of Africa and for studies undertaken in the area of women's

development in Africa. she acknowledged that while the struggle for the

integration of women in development was not yet over, the struggle had come

<i long way. First, the issue had been accepted ss a fact, and was no longer

a debatable one. Secondly, progress had been made in strengthening the

African Training and Research Centre for Women at ECA as well as in

incorporating women's concerns within the various development programmes

of the secretariat.

140. She drew attention to a few issues that were of relevance to the

development of the women's programmes in Africa. The women of Africa had

shared the pain and sufferings that had resulted from the economic and social

crisis and were indeed confident that if the Khartoum Declaration were taken

seriously, and appropriate policies, means and tools provided for the

advancement of women, then the participation of women in the economic and

social development of Africa would improve greatly. African women, who

were Africa's main producers and on whom Africa's food security depended,

were committed to play their part in the efforts of Africa's economic

recovery. To that end, the ARCC meeting which took place in Niamey, from

3 to 4 April 1988 had passed a number of recommendations and resolutions

which had been endorsed by TEPCOW. she informed delegates of the Regional

Conference to be convened next year by ECA in collaboration with OAu to

review and appraise the progress African women had made in the implementation

of the Arusha Strategies for the Advancement of African Women which was

endorsed in the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of

Women in Development. The Women of Africa were looking forward to that

event with great anticipation particularly as it would provide ARCC with

the opportunity and forum to celebrate its tenth anniversary. She concluded

by paying tribute to ECA for its achievements and wished the Commission

many more successful years.
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141. The vice-president of the World Food Council (WFC) the Honourable

Abdirazak Mohamoud Abubakar, Minister of Agriculture of the Somali Democratic

Republic, inicated that the World Pood council was aware of the critical

problems faced by many African countries in meeting their food needs and

in achieving the desired goal of food security for the whole continent.

The seriousness of the situation had been worsened by the debt burden, weak

commodity export prices and low resource flows which could have disastrous

consequences, if not properly addressed by both national African Governments

and the international community as a whole. He noted however, that African

Governments' courageous efforts in instituting reforms had been greatly

undermined by the drastic fall in Africa's export earnings and steep rise

in debt-servicing obligations. He observed that while the reforms in general

might have favourable medium- or long-term effects in some countries, there

were clear signs of growing resistance as a result of falling and stagnating

living standards. It was for those reasons that Africa had to look towards

the international community for assistance.

142. He observed that in view of the important role that agriculture played

in African economies, all developmental efforts had to be food-based, and

as such, government policies would have to include packages of technology,

services and land reform provisions, and that, such programmes should, be

geared to the benefits of small farmers and poor consumers. Unfortunately,

Africa's human resources had not been fully mobilized as yet in order to

reverse Africa's negative food supply trend. He pointed out that the

prospects for increased food production remained gloomy for almost all

subregions of Africa, as population increase and civi1 strife had made the

situation even more precarious, especially for Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique-

Somalia and the Sudan.

143. Parallel with the problem of food^ the African countries had had to

contend with the complex problem of economic adjustment programmes involving

immediate stabilization programmes dealing with balance-of-payment and public-

budget difficulties and medium-term policies to correct the adverse effects
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of both economic growth and social welfare. It was because of those

difficulties that the WFC had initiated consultations at regional level.

The World Food Council meeting of Ministers held in Beijing in June 1987

had expressed concern that the world community was moving away from the

1974 World Food Conference objective of a world without hunger, and that

fact had been testified to by the growing numbers of hungry people in the

face of record global surpluses. The Bei jing Declaration had therefore

urged governments and international organizations to strengthen regional

and South-South co-operation particularly in the food and agriculture sectors.

In that connection, the WFC was following up the implementation of the UN-

PAAERD with the African Governments and institutions at two levels, namely

regional and South-South co-operation and in the training of African food

policy analysts by promoting taining programmes with a view to improving

institutional capabilities for the development of food analysis.

144. The Vice-president of the WFC kindly informed the Conference that

the fourteenth session of the WFC which would be held in Cyprus from 23

to 26 May 1988 would focus, among other issues, on ecologically sustainable

food security, regional South-South co-operation, economic adjustment and

utilization of food surplus in support of hunger-focused development policies

and programmes in developing countries. He stated that a 11 these policy

issues were of critical relevance to the improvement of food production

and food security in Africa.

145. The observer for the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

noted with pleasure the considerable progress that ECA had achieved with

respect to the integration of women in the development process and expressed

her appreciation of the fact that the substantive divisions of the ECA

secretariat were aware of the problems of women and stood ready to support

ATRCW. UNIFEM was co-operating with some countries to identify the noeds

of women and to work out their priorities as part of the formulation of

national development plans. UNIFEM now had offices at Dakar and Harare.



E/ECA/0M.14/L

Page 52

It was ready to respond quickly and in a flexible manner to requests for

assistance from ECA member States with regard to the integration of women

in development.

146. The observer for the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA)

congratulated and extended greetings to the Commission on the occasion of

its thirtieth anniversary and said that the Commission[s activities had

contributed to the economic and social progress of Africa. On its part,

the CMEA had always favoured the expansion cf co-operation with all countries

irrespective of their social and economic systems within the framework of

the principles of equality, the respect for national sovereignty?

non-interference and the achievement of mutual benefits. CMEA activities

were in response to the need for sectoral programmes that would restructure

African economies to bring about reliable and lasting solutions to Africa's

problems.

147. The CMEA member countries were, in addition to supplying machinery

and equipment, rendering economic and technical assistance to a total of

48 African countries. Almost 50,000 African students were studying at higher

and secondary specialized educational institutions in the CMEA countries

in 1987. A CMEA Scholarship Fund had been established which had provided

awards to more than 4,000 students from 30 African countries. During the

1988/89 academic year, CMEA member countries were making available through

the ECA African Expanded Fellowship Programme, 21 CMEA scholarships for

study at higher educational institutions.

148. A long-term strategy of co-operation among CMEA member States and

other countries was worked out at the forty-third session of the CMEA. Closer

co-operation between CMEA and ECA would be needed, and to that end, the

CMEA secretariat stood ready to collaborate particularly, in the area of

exchanging information and documentation on problems of mutual interest.

He concluded by wishing the Conference a success and expressed the hope

that ECA would continue to be an important instrument for maintaining peace,

stability and dynamic socio-economic development process in Africa.
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149. The observer for the International Maritime Organization (IMO) conveyed

the greetings of Mr. C.P. Srivastava, Secretary-General of IMO, to the

Conference and underscored the appreciation that his Organization had for

the constant efforts of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

in promoting the economic and social development of Africa and the advancement

of its people.

150. Referring to the United Nations Tansport and Communication Decade

for Africa (UNTACDA) which provided the continent with a global regional

strategy to sustain development and socio-economic co-operation, he stated

that the achievement of that goal required an immense task of long-term

planning. In that regard, it was significant that the latest UNTACDA annual

progress report had indicated that the maritime transport sub-sector had

been given considerable importance in 1986 and had reported the greatest

improvement in 1987. Those achievements could be assumed to have been due

to planned policies in the African countries based on clear priorities.

151. However, there was wide scope for further planning in the maritime

sector, for example in the area of ports. The observer underscored the

need for wide-scale rehabilitation of African ports which involved long-

term pragmatic planning giving high priority to training. In that regard,

he reminded the Conference of the function of the World Maritime University

in providing specialized advanced training to senior personnel of developing

countries. Since 1983, 143 students from 32 African countries had joined

the University and a further 33 students had enrolled for 1988. He also

noted that sound planning and improved maritime services in ports would

be conducive to trade expansion, given the interdependent relation between

shipping and trado. Concluding, he reiterated IMO(s continued commitment

and contribution to the implementation of the transport component of the

Lagos Plan of Action, in co-operation with ECA and the Organization

of African Unity, as appropriate.
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152- The observer for IFAD congratulated ECA on its thirtieth anniversary

and expressed IFAD:s admiration and pride for the courageous initiatives

taken by ECA under the dynamic leadership role provided by Mr. Adebayo Adedeji

in support of the economic and social development of its member States.

He pointed out IFAD's close collaboration with ECA.

153. He said that IFAD had substantially increased its lending to the

African continent in both 1986 and 1987. It had also substantially

supplemented its assistance to African countries by resources mobilized

under IFAD's special programme for sub-Saharan African countries affected

by drought and desertification. IFAD's special programme which was in line

with UN-PAAERD recognized the need to divert emphasis from emergency

operations to the long-term development problems of Africa. IFAD's

secretariat would undertake a study which would examine the impact of

structural adjustment policies on African food production and the rural

poor. Finally, in recognition of the importance of human resource

development, IFAD had designed an agricultural management training programme

for Africa to improve management performance of agricultural projects and

to strengthen the capacity of national and regional training institutions.

154. The observer for ITU said that the lack of effective communications

including telecommunication systems to the rural communities of Africa,

where 80-90 per cent of economic activities and food production took place,

was the "missing link" in Africa(s efforts to achieve accelerated economic

recovery and development as enunciated in UN-PAAERD and APPER. African

countries were urged to improve communications to rural areas with a view

to mobilizing rural small farmers and women to participate actively in

economic recovery and development. He instanced the Indian Government

Satellite Project (SITE) experiment which was used to improve farming methods

to Indian rural villagers,, and where evaluation showed tremendous increase

in food production and general enlightenment. He informed the Conference

that ITU in collaboration with members of IACC-RASCOM and in co-operation
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with 49 African countries was carrying out a feasibility study for the

Regional Satellite Communications System (RASCOM),. a project of significant

economic interest to Africa. He reiterated itu's continued assistance to

African countries in their efforts to develop telecommunications systems.

155. The observer for UNEP indicated that Africa was faced with immense

ecological problems which underpinned the long-term environmental decline

which had in recent years been accelerated by rapidly expanding population

lack of proper land conservation and management, destruction of the forests

and rangeland, soil erosion and poor farming methods. He noted that all

those factors had combined to rob the African land cf its stable soil

resulting in the diminution of its recovery capacity whenever natural

disasters such as drought struck. He pointed out that each year some

6 million hectares of formerly productive land were being reduced to sand

while a further 21 million hectares were converted to conditions of zero

productivity. He referred to a recent study that had shown that the desert

was spreading at the rate of S to 10 kilometres per annum, while the tree

cover ws shrinking by 4 million hectares per year, thereby impairing the

process of national drainage systems and leading to soil erosion on a

catastrophic scale. He observed that since I960, Africa had lost to less

than a quarter of its semi-arid pasture land, and that over the last 100 years

a 150-kilometre-wide belt on the southern cd:,- of the Sahara zone had turned

to sand, except for the Guinea zone and the Congo-Zaire Basin.

156. He underscored the fact that up to now, the environmental dimension

of Africa's economic impoverishment had received very little attention within

most African countries * development plans. Consequently deforestation,

desertification, soil erosion, destruction of wild genetic resources, spread

of environmental diseases, and destruction of marine and coastal resources

had all combined to undermine the long-term development goals of the African

economies, thereby triggering the process of famine and general crisis in

Africa. In that regard he emphasized the role his organization was playing

in persuading the African countries to include environmental aspects in
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their national plans. He recounted some of the important projects and

programmes that his organization had initiated in Africa which included

desertification control, vegetation and forest cover monitoring, development

of alternative sources of energy,- environmental awareness, agro-forestry

and drought-resistant trees, control of overgrazing, marine resources

protection and development r water resources management., human health and

integrated pest management and wildlife. He also referred to his

organization's co-operation with OAU and ECA and pledge.! his organization's

continued support to environmental activities within the African continent.

He wished ECA success in its efforts ^nr1 reaffirmed his organization's

commitment to the implementation of APPER nnri UN-PAABRD.

157. The observer for UNIDO acknowledged the fact that in spite of the

endogenous and exogenous factors that Africa had been up against, it had

made satisfactory progress in many areas over the preceding thirty years.

In that regard, ECA had served as a valuable instrument for bringing about

an awareness of African problems and organizing joint ventures at the regional

and subregional levels.

158. Turning to the follow-up action taken on resolutions adopted by the

Second General Conference of UN'IDO on the basis of the recommendations

contained in the memorandum which the African Ministers of Industry had

formulated during their special meeting of October 1987, the observer for

UNIDO stated that his organization had allocated resources for the

implementation during the 1988-1989 biennium of the programme for the

Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA)? launched an appeal for

the international community to grant additional resources in the form of

contributions; sought and secured from UNDP an amount of $US 300,000 for

the mid-term evaluation of the IDDA programme? conducted, a feasibility study

on the estblishment of a UNIDO regional bureau for Africa; and considered

*:he possibility of creating new posts of senior industrial advisors in African

least developed countries.
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159. He went on to inform the Conference that UKIDO had undertaken to

set up an African programme for the development of hides, skins and leather

products and to set up an African association for iron and steel.

160. In conclusion, he reiterated the firm resolve of his organization

to strengthen co-operation with ECA and, through the Commission, with all

member States.

161. The observer for the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organization (AAPSO)

underlined the fact that since its creation, his organization had contributed

effectively in the struggle for the political and economic liberation of

the Afro-Asian peoples. He referred to the external forces weighing heavily

on Africa which had contributed to the continued dependence of the continent.

Protectionism, falling prices of primary products and external debt had

all aggravated the situation and were major obstacles in the implementation

of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery. To those factors

must be added rapid population growth, natural disasters and civil strife.

162. AAPSO's priorities included the awakening of international public

opinion to Africa's problems; publication of literature on peace, disarmament

and development; action towards the establishment of a new international

economic order; and mutual co-operation between developing countries and

with socialist countries.

163. He concluded his remarks by stressing that his organization would

continue its active support to the African countries' struggle to achieve

economic decolonization and would assist the activities undertaken by

international and regional organizations to ensure lasting solutions to

development problems.
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Report and recommendations of the ninth meeting of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole for consideration by the twenty-third session of

the Commission/fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers (agenda

item 6)

164. The Chairman of the ninth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee

of the Whole (TEPCOW) introduced the report of the Committee (E/ECA/CM.14/39)

and reviewed the work, conclusions and recommendations of the Committee

on the various issues that had been put before the fourteenth meeting of

the Conference of Ministers. Before going into the details of the work

of the Committee at its ninth meeting, he informed the Conference that

although the meeting was scheduled to take place from 5 to 12 April 1988,

it was in fact held from 6 to 14 April 1908 due to circumstances beyond

the control of the Committee.

165. He then drew particular attention to matters that called for the support

or final decision of the Conference. Such matters included information

that the Commission, through the questionnaire sent out by the secretariat,

was trying to collect in order to improve understanding of efforts that

had already been carriod out for the mid-term review and appraisal of the

implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER; the report and recommendations of

the Advisory Group on financial flows to Africa; the draft statute of the

African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,

the composition of its Governing Board and its headquarters; and the proposal

for the establishment of a UNDP management facility to mobilize additional

resources for African development. On the latter point, a resolution which

the Committee had not been able to consider and which therefore was not

included in the list of resolutions submitted to the Ministers for their

approval, had been submitted directly to the Ministers for their

consideration. The report contained annexes which included the preliminary

reaction of ECA to the report and recommendations of the Advisory Group

on financial flows to Africa; a memorandum on the contribution of ECA to
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the implementation and mid-term review of UN-PAASRD and APPER; and the Niamev

declaration on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary celebration of

ECA.

166. Before opening the debate on this item, the Chairman proposed and the

Conference agreed to consider the various parts of the report separately.

Consideration of the main report

Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa, 1986-1987 [agenda

item 5(a) of the ninth meeting of

167. The observer for France referred to paragraph 36 of TEPCOWs report

in which it was stated that in real terms net resource flows to sub-Saharan

Africa had declined by 6.7 per cent in 1987 and expressed doubt about the

accuracy of that ficrure since it was then too early to arrive at a definitive

figure on the net flow of resources in 1937.

168. The Executive Secretary confirmed that the observer for France had

raised the same issue at the meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee

of the Whole and said that the figure was an estimate based on data available

at ECA at the time the Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa,

1986-1987 was prepared. The figure was for total net flows from all resources

and referred to net disbursements as opposed to commitments.

Financing Africa's recoverys Reporti andi recommendations of the Advisory

Group on Resource Flqwsi to Africa [agenda item 5(d) of TEPCOW]

169. The representative of Morocco referred to paragraph 68 of TEPCOW s

report in which reference was made to the common position on Africa's external

debt adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the

Organization of African Unity at its third extradordinary session held in

November/December 1987, as the proper framework for dialogue and action

at the international level and indicated that his delegation was satisfied
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with the new wording. He requested, therefore, that the sentence: "The

representative of Morocco made reservations on the subject" be deleted.

The Conference agreed to that request.

Sixth greeting of the Conference of Ministers of Transport, Communications

and Planning [agenda item 7(f) of TEPCOW]

170. The Commissioner of State for Transport of Zaire, Chairman of the sixth

meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications

and Planning said that he had been specially delegated by that Conference

to report to the Commission on urgent matters that needed the support and

endorsement of the Commission.

171. The sixth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Transport,

Communications and Planning had considered the evaluation of the United

Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa and had recommended

the proclamation of a second Decade. The results of the first Decade had

been considered positive and most encouraging although all the desired

objectivities had not been attained. Even so. the Decade had created a

sense of solidarity among African countries. The African public had been

made aware of the essential role of transport and communications in the

economic and social development process. The statutory bodies of the Decade

had accumulated a unique experience on which ECA could count to achieve

new objectives. The Conference of African Ministers of Transport,

Communications and Planning had acknowledged that the strategy and the

objectives adopted for the first Decade in 1979 were still valid.

172. In proposing the proclamation of a second Decade, the sixth meeting

had recommended measures to ensure that when it was launched, that Decade's

programme would be prepared and implemented under the best of conditions.

It had been recommended that the statutory bodies and the executing agencies

of the first Decade be given a new mandate. There would be a two-year

preparatory phase before the Decade was launched. It had also been proposed
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that a committee whose membership should include representatives of African

and international development institutions should be established to mobilize

resources for the second Decade. He, therefore, appealed to the Conference

to make appropriate arrangements to launch a second United Nations Transport

and Communications Decade in Africa.

173. He referred to the prevailing situation in the African air transport

industry, particularly to the possible consequences of proposed new

regulations due to take effect in some industrialized countries. Accordingly,

there was an urgent need to convene a meeting of African Ministers responsible

for civil aviation.

174. The Conference expressed its appreciation to the Commissioner of State

for his statement. It took note of the statement and endorsed the relevant

recommendations and resolutions adopted by the sixth meeting of the African

Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning. :

Report of,,the isecond special meeting of the Council of Ministers and

Commissioners of State Responsible for Planning of the Gisenyi MULPOC

- Resolutions (paragraphs 198-202 of TEPCOW's report)

175. The representative of Zaire, the current Chairman of the Council of

Ministers and Commissioners of State of the Gisenyi MULPOC, informed the

meeting that the second special meeting of Ministers and Commissioners of

State of the Gisenyi MULPOC had been held on 7 and 8 March 1988 at Gisenyi

in Rwanda. The meeting had been primarily called to evaluate the

implementation of projects under the third UNDP Programming Cycle which

would make it possible not only to make up for lost ground in the

implementation of projects under that Cycle but also for preventing delays

in initiating the implementation of the Fourth Programming Cycle. In that

reqard, three resolutions had been adopted on (i) accelerating the process

for approving the project documents of the Fourth UNDP Programming Cycle;

(ii) the establishment of a committee for the rapid implementation of the

CEPGL multisectoral assistance programme; arid (iii) the programme for the

integration of women in development.
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176. As far as the resolution on the rapid implementation of the CEPGL

multisectoral assistance programme to member States under the fourth UNDP

Programming Cycle was concerned, he informed the Conference that in line

with the recommendations of TEPCOW, a consultation meeting had been held

between the representatives of the three countries and the Executive Secretary

to find an acceptable solution to the problems raised by all the countries

in conformity with the rules and practices of the United Nations.

177. The consultation meeting had recommended that the executive secretaries

of ECA and CEPGL should be entrusted with the task of establishing as quickly

as possible appropriate mechanisms and procedures for speedily imDlementing

the programme. It had also been recommended that the Executive Secretary

of ECA should report on the matter to the Council of Ministers and

Commissioners of Planning of the Gisenyi MULPOC and the Conference of

Ministers.

178. The Executive Secretary thanked the representatives of the Gisenyi

MULPOC member countries for their understanding and confirmed that the report

made by the representative of Zaire truly reflected the conclusions of their

consultation meeting. He added that it had been recommended that he should

present a report on the matter to the Council of Ministers and Commissioners

of State of the MULPOC in addition to the ECA Conference of Ministers. It

would be appropriate to organize 0 meeting between the Director of the UNDP

Regional Bureau for Africa, the representative of the Gisenyi MULPOC member

States and himself in the course of th* current session of the Conference

of Ministers to accelerate the implementation of the assistance programme

for CEPGL countries.

179. The Conference welcomed the positive achievements of the consultation

meeting and endorsed its recommendations. Consequently, the ECA and CEPGL

secretariats should contact each other as soon as possible and the Executive

Secretary of ECA should report on the outcome of such contacts to the next

meeting of the Conference of Ministers.
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Proposed UNDP-sponsored management facility as a measure of mobilizing

resources for African development (agenda item 9 of TEPCOW)

180. Referring to paragraphs 239 to 245 of the report, the Conference asked

Mr. Pierre Damiba, Assistant Administrator of UNDP and Regional Director

for Africa if he could provide any additional information on his

organization's proposal to establish a Management Facility. In reply, he

recalled that he had explained briefly the motivation, aims and financial

modalities of the Management Facility during the general debate.

181. Three essential considerations had led UNDP to propose the creation

of the new facility; (i) the need for additional finance for African

countries; (ii) the need for grants of technical assistance on economic

policies; and (iii) the necessity of giving impartial advice to the managers

of economic policies. On the question of why the UNDP was proposing to

mobilize resources for a new Facility when resources that had become available

to it as a result, especially of currency fluctuations, could have been

used for such purpose, he stated that the extra resources were to be used

both to augment IPF allocations to member States of the UNDP and to contribute

to the proposed Management Facility. Moreover, the Management Facility

constituted a unique mechanism for mobilizing additional resources. For

low-income developing countries particularly African countries, such resources

would give greater latitude to UNDP in responding to appeals for more

assistance such as that made by the United Nations General Assembly at its

extraordinary session on Africa.

182. On the question of why the Facility was aimed at countries undertaking

"reforms" when in fact its purpose was to provide additional resources on

very generous terms, Mr. Damiba indicated that the reforms being referred

to were those already incorporated in APPER and UN-PAAERD and that they

were not related to the "conditionality" of the Bretton Woods institutions.

183. He reaffirmed that ECA would be fully associated with the use of the

Management Facility and hoped that the Conference would firmly support the
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concept of a Management Facility, so that at its meeting in June 1988, the

Governing Council would be encouraged to set it up.

184. The Executive Secretary of ECA thanked Mr. Damiba for the additional

information that he had given and suggested that the Conference may wish

to endorse the proposal for the creation of the Management Facility. The

Conference should also request UNDP to report to it at its next meeting

on the progress made with the Management Facility.

185. The Conference expressed its satisfaction to Mr. Damiba for the

comprehensive information provided by him. It endorsed the proposal and

requested UNDP to report on the matter at the next session of the Conference.

It then adopted resolution 652 (XXIII) on the subject.

Follow-up on resolutions of the Commission and resolutions and decisions

adopted by the General Assembly and ECOSOC that are of interest to

Africa [agenda item 11(a) of TEPCOW]

Implementation of resolution 621 (XXII). African Centre of

Meteorological Applications for Development {ACMAD)

186. The Chairman of TEPCOW presented document E/ECA/CM.14/41 Report of

the inaugural meeting of the Board of Governors of the African Centre of

Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD). He stated that in

reponse to resolution 621 (XXII), which called for a report to the fourteenth

meeting of the Conference of Ministers, he wished to report that the

resolution had been implemented as requested. The inaugural meeting of

the Governing Board of ACMAD had taken place in Niamey on 12 April 1988

and issues relating to the scale of contributions had been discussed. The

Centre's budget for the first five years was estimated at $US 20 million

of which $US 10 million were recurrent and member States were expected to

contribute $US 1,000,000 annually to the budget. He then presented for

approval, a draft resolution on "Resources for the African Centre for

Meteorological Applications for Development" and the Appendix containing
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Draft Scale of contributions by member States of the Economic Commission

for Africa to the recurrent budget of ACMAD for the initial period of five

years, 1988-1993.

137. In the ensuing discussion, one representative observed that many

countries had still not signed the Constitution of ACMAD. Other

representatives proposed and the Conference agreed, that paragraph 37 of

the report should be amended to include Arabic as one of the Centre's working

1anguages and that the itern on 1anguage in Annex XI to the report, " Draft

Terms of Reference and Job Description of the Director-General" should be

accordingly revised to read "An excellent knowledge of English, French or

Arabic and a working knowledge of one of the other two". Some representatives

felt that the seals of contributions should have been presented to the

Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African

Unity first before coming into force.

188. The Conference then adopted the draft resolution and the Appendix to

it. Tunisa and C6te d'lvoire registered reservations on the resolution.

189. At the end of this discussion, the Conference took note of the report.

Consideration,, of the resolutions,^and motion of anpreciation recommended

by the ninth meeting of TEPCOW

190. The Conference adopted the resolutions and the motion of appreciation

as here presented.

Consideration ofs

(i) Preliminary reaction of ..the/, Economic Commission mi for Africa to

the report and recommendations cf the Advisory Group on financial

flowsmfor Africa; financing Africa's recovery (Annex I of TEPCOW's

report);
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(ii) Memorandum on the contribution of the Economic Commission for

Africa to the implementation and mid-term review of the Dnited

Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development, 1986-1990 - Prospects and Reccaimendations (Annex

II of TEPCOW's report)

(iii) Niamey Declaration on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary

celebration of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

(Annex III of TEPCOW's report)

191. The Conference adopted these three documents as here presented in Annex

1, II and III respectively. It requested the Chairman to transmit the

document on the preliminary reaction of the Commission to the report and

recommendations of the Advisory Group on Financial Flows for Africa (Annex

to the Secretary-General. ?■ separate resolution adopted with the

Memorandum on the Mid-term Review of UN-PAhERD(Annex II) also requested the

Chairman to transmit the Memorandum to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole

on the review and appraisal of UN-PAAERD.

Report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of African Least

Developed Countries (agenda item 7)

192. In presenting the report cf the eighth meeting of the Conference of

Ministers of African Least Developed Countries (E/ECA/CM.14/40/Rev.l). The

vice-Chairman of that meeting stated that the meeting had discussed the

review of economic and social conditions in African least developed countries

(1986-1987), progress made in the implementation of the Substantial New

Programme of Action for the least developed countries, the development and

utilization of human resources in African least developed countries, and

ECA activities in 1986-1987 and work programme for 1988-1989 in favour of

the least developed countries.



E/ECA/CM.14/L

Page 67

193. The meeting had recommended that member States of African LDCs should

continue to provide the ECA secretariat with up-to-date information on their

economies so that the review of economic and social conditions could reflect

current economic developments. With regard to progress in the implementation

of the Substantial New Programme of Action, the meeting had considered

national actions and policy measures initiated by African LDCs within the

framework of adjustment, stabilization and recovery programmes and the efforts

that were under way to mobilize both domestic and external resources for

development financing. The meeting had also recommended that African LDCs

should strike a balance between training and employment, between the various

cycles of education, and between formal education and functional literacy.

The need to develop guidance programmes in order to ensure the total

integration of primary and secondary school drop-outs into the development

process had been stressed. The meeting had also been seized with the need

to adequately preDare for the second United Nations Conference on the Least

Developed Countries.

194. The Conference took note of the report and adopted resolution 643 (XXIII)

on preparations of the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed

Countries. In doing so the representative of Sudan said that his delegation

interpreted ODerative paragraph 3 of the resolution to mean among other

things that the ECA secretariat would embark on a serious act of preparation

for the Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries

and would start identifying areas of trade, monetary policy and finance

in which international action could be most beneficial to the African least

developed countries. Such a formula should attempt to serve as a collective

and common position for the African LDCs during the negotiations at the

Conference.

195. The Conference agreed with that understanding.
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Anv other business {agenda item 8)

196. Onder this agenda item, the representative of Zambia expressed some

opinion on the status of observers in the meetings of the Conference. He

believed that while observers could make counts on the issues before the

Conference, they were not expected to taKe positions on those issues. Yet.

in some instances that had happened. Be therefore aaXed the Conference

to ta*e note of an earlier statement made by the representative of Algeria

that the proper status of observers be stained at the .eatings of the

Conference.

197. The Conference agreed with the representative of Zambia on his opinion,

Date. — -, other ma^rs bating to tnn ^ty-fonrth session of the

Confine* of Ministers (agenda item 9,

198 The Executive Secretary informed the meeting that in accordance with

the established practice that the meeting of the Conference be held every

other year at the ECA headquarters, the twenty-fourth session of the

Omission/fifteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers would be held

at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

199. As regards the date, he drew the attention of the Conference to the

possible conflicts with the month of Ramadan. Since Ramadan would begin

early in April 1989, he sought the guidance of the Conference on suitable

dates for Us next meeting. In that regard, he reminded the Conference

that a delay until May would have consequences for ECA's inputs xnto the

work' of the committee for Programme and Co-ordination (CPC) and of the

Kconomic and Social Council (ECOSOC). whose meetings were usually hold ,n

April/May and July of each year respectively.

200. The conference decided that its next meeting should be held before

the beginning of the month of Ramadan in 1989.


