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RSGIONAL CARTOGRAPHIC CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA
Note by the Executive Secretary

Addifibnal repiies‘received from Covernmsnis

Durlng the period 16 November to 31 December 1960 two countrles,
ihe Republlc of Guinea and the Kingdom of Morecceo, have replied express1ng
faveurable views on the convening of “the proposed regional cartographic
conference for Africa. Excerpte from these replies are glven 'below,

16, GUINEA -
| The Republic of Guinea sees nvobjectioné to thelconvening of a
cartographic conference. It would even consider such a conference necessary,
if its agenda could include an item as follows: consideration of the
cartographic position of the newly independent countries of Africa, whose
ex-metropolitan powers - and they azlons ~ hold ths originals of the

1: 200,000 and 1: 500,000 maps.

17,.MOROCCO

4 conference for the study of cartographic problems in Africa
would be of undoubteod valus from both the sciertific and the economic
points of view, especially as regards the preparaticn of development
projects for the region concerned. ‘

Basgic and applied cartography are indeed of prime importance for
the betterment and economic development of a region. In that connexion,
Morocco with the atlas of Morocco and several other publications dealing
with economic and human questions, has already made a valuable contribution
and even opened new avenues,

The agenda for such a .onferencs night include, apart from the
usual questions already dealt with at previous meetings, such items as the
compilation of national atlases in the participating countries; methods of
research and production of medium scale land-use maps of Africa (e.g.,
1:1,000,000),
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As to the place of meeting, the conference could be held in
an Afriean country having adequate facilities for cértbgraphid étudieé;
such as Morocco, Tunisia, the United Arab Republic, Senegal or the
‘Congo. The selaction of Rabat itself could be justified by the fact
that there are a number of bodies engaged in cartographic activities,

including ¢ Moroccan National Committee on Geddesy and Gaophysics,
National Committee on Geography,
Geographic laboratory of the Shereefian Scientific Institue
which has published many important cartographic works,
Annexe - to the Geographic Institute,
Land Conservation Division.





