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4 %

1. The following documents were presented under item 5(b): (i)'Sbciai

development; . programme, trends and prospeots'(E/CN614/C.2/2);' (ii)

. Report of the Workshop on Urban Problems: the Tdle of women in urban -

development (E/CN.14/241); (iii) Adult literacy and economié and social

development (prepared by UNESCO) (B/CN.14/269); and, under item 5(d)s
.(iv) Extract from ‘the report on the world social situatibn—(E/CNbl4/244).
2 ‘Oﬁeniné the'discussioﬂ,.the ée¢rétdriat briefly'outline&.the work of
the Social Affairs Section since its inception, made referencé to an
evaluation of the activities that took place last year, and described the
resultant re-definition of the objectives aﬁd the re-organization of the
structure of the Section. The Section will give increasing attention to
the development of basic urban and rural social development programmes -
within the framework of integrated national economic and social poiiciesg
The Section, as re-organized, would in future consist of four inter—
related operational units: (i) Social Investigation Units (ii) Social
Welfare Unit, (iii). Social Policy and. Deveélopment Tnit, and (iv) Rural
Life and Institutions Unit." A noteworthy feature of the Socizl Policy and

Development Unit is that representatives of the United Nations specialized

agencies and The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) will be assoclated
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:With.it in.an. advigory czpacity; they will aleo participate in the work f J

:fprﬁgramme of the Unit. The main task of +this Unit will be to assist
governments in the planning of social programmes needed to accelerate
economic development, and generally to study ways and‘mééhs of developing
human resocurces for economic and social developmen®.: The Rural Life and.
Institutions Unit now takes the place of the former Community Development
Unit and will concentrate upon the practical measures required for the
upliftment of the rural population under a unified“fural development
programme, through the developmént of rural institutes for the training
of wvillage level workers, oonsumers'vapd producers’ co-operatives, marketing

arrangements, nutrition and health extenalon) home economics, rural industries

and other rural institutions 1ik Iy R eugbhen the income TETOUTCS

securltv of rura l families,

3n . The membe =y of'th@ COmmitt@e,ezpressed“ﬁheir‘satiSfadtioniwith‘tﬁel
statement, of the ‘secretariaf;, roiterated-their.convickisn in’ the nedessity
of giving as nmuch attention.to: social.dévelopment: asite scoromic dsvelopment
and generally favoured .the widsning: of the “termg of" referénde’ 6£ $he- Group
of Experts Gommittee on Social Welfare ‘and. Community- Det:elopmérit, %anmbrace

the total fleld ﬁowercd by the obJectlves of +ﬁe Sﬂ01a'

"

Affairs Section, as

re'—orga’nlzed‘ - . : EE - B S T RS N oAy

Tila ,'." LE RN

4ﬁ,, The report oi the Workshop on Urhan Proolemu,‘With‘speéial“féféféﬁbe

to the role of Jwomen, in development® -was generally.well rdedived. Y Comments

were made Jpon | certain recommendationp of the workshop:: The secrétaried

was reque ued to take into careful -eoensideration 1) EHs: positive and »
negatlve eIferS of implementing some of the recommendations. Thé’&éiégates
were Qf:phg yﬁen-that,thenquesplon of involving women ii thé 3001al oultura;;
sconomic and political development of' the réglon- wagan;tbgent task and
recogmenagg;@h@l,wherwholeasubject shouldwbé-kep$xundqffééﬁs%an%”stﬁdy~and
;;eview?‘angﬂfhgﬁ suitable measures:should. be takenftogaahiéﬁé”ﬁhese‘endsn

re o
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5, The redommendations set out in‘&ooument'E/CN.l4/269 Tor the intensified
fight against illiteracy with¥n the framework of a world literacy campaign
were’ favoulably ‘commented on snd the secretariat was requested ‘to .coc-opsraie

with UNESCO inm this matter There was unenimity of view on fthe importance

" and urgency of enabling adults o hecome literate as rapidly asg possible

with a view ¢ ocnabling them to participate in, and benefit by, the xational

‘programmes of economic and social develowvmewt, =~ While intermational assistance

was ésgential, the main responsibility for the ervadicabion of adult illiteracy

must rest with nsbioral governmenss.

6. The gecretoriat then opened the discussion on the next item of the agesnda
(5 (4)) with a review of the world sooial situation with special reference
to Africa (B/GN.14/244). Substanbial

during the decade 195119640 &emw;_able,é

was reported

the educatioral
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5
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®
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and health qe*vic@sQ Pex

reglon9 oqu th re werée marked variations in the ztan 1dﬂis'of'living Friom

one couﬁcry 50 ! Hera “When compaved with uho-aihnd@rdSaof-living~in the
‘ déveloped comntriés and ”eFlOHh of uhe“would,-ﬁir1 dan Llevels OFf social -

advancemen’ s4ill remained pitiably low in-dpite of %he marked arhievemsnis

0f the livs desade. foviever, a néieworthy featurs of the decate was that,

for thé Tirsh time in many cowrtriés, ofrorts were mads So Tationalizdé the

process of qoo“w]'ﬁwaﬁge?'thooub“ déliberate planving, and +thé-ébjsctive

generally waa to dchieve aoce¢erated‘develdﬁnent in Potl: the esonomic and

Boedal Tialis st the whwdvn Fincheial snl soeisl sephe, ThE task pew b

current decade will be one of fihdlﬁp‘effedtive solutions to the provlem of

5

dGVélOpiﬁa'RLM‘n Tesourcés, thé narrowing of the income gap between tHe

“and the imboverished masses, as well as beiween

r
<

relatlvelv wea1+hv minohih

the urban and Tural géctorg of ‘the pdpulationgf Solutions have to be Found to

exémplé, vural migp q ‘ndusing and juvenile delincuéhnys Bqually™
important was the overhaul of social institutionsg and the re--adjustment of

attitudes of minc in ways favouring rapid economic and social change.
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T The analysis of the social ‘situatior in Africa was well received and -
favourably commented upon. Delegates were concerned with the rural exodus «
and urged that the problem should be studied more intensively,; and mesans
found to solve it if balanced development was to be achieved.. Concern was ¥
also éxpressed in respect of the low levels of income. in African countries.

It was felt that problems of employment, housing, transport, education,

: family welfare, health, nutrition, migration, and the growth of population
should be studied and taken into account as cssential elements in social

and economic planning,

Housing, Building and Planning

(Agenda item 5(e) (iv))

8. The Committee proceeded to examine the progress report, introduced by
the secretariat, on.the work undertaken by the Commission in the field of
housing, building and physical planningol/ In the discussion that followed
the delegates referred to related aspects of the housing problem in -
developing African countries. Particular emphasis was laid on the needffo
define targets for national housing policies and elaborate short and long—
term houging programmes, desighed to meet the urgent needs of the rapidly
growing population, particularly in the major urban centres. Examples were
provided of the efforts devoted by African countries to contribute to the
golution of the housing problem, with particular reference to the provisgion
of houging for the lower income population. PFurther examples were quoted
"of the provision of temporary types of accommodation reguired to solve the
‘more urgent needs of .workers in urban arcas. The problems arising from the
- creation of new industrial estates were menticnzd, particularly the question

of providing adegquate housing and related facilities in this connexion. A

1/ E/CN.14/251.
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number of delegates referred o the shortage of: financial resources required
cto.meetiﬁoosipg‘neeos.and_insistedfon;the:neoessity of ‘expanding domestic
fesoufces; throughzsavihgs,;insoranoe’schemes, oo;operatiye organization,
etc;_in.addition to applying-for externai financiél aid. There appeared
-‘to be a consensus of oplnlon -on the; essentlal réle to be played by govern-
_ments and local authorltlcs in. provmdxng houses and related facllltles

especlally in the low income Tracket. .

9. The crucial problem of developlng the productlon of -local materlals and
of substltutlng building materlals.and components at present imported . was
stressed by several‘delegates, ,The_secretar;at was requested %o devote
greater;attention,to this question_within.the:framework of the over—all
policy of the Commission to promote industrial dévelopment in Africa on a
co—ordinated basis.

10. Emphasis was also laideogjﬁﬁeigpeciﬁioipharacter of the traditional
dwellings built by the African populat;o@‘ani_op.the degirability of
improving them without substantially disrupting existing social and cultural
patterns., While 1t was recognlzed that urban hou51ng might. have to receive
”prlorlty 1n the years to oome, the questlon of 1mprov1ng rural hou31n5

oondltlons should not be overlooked.

‘_ll. The 1mportanoe of the rdle that the CommlSS1on could play 1n prov1d1ng

‘dlreqt a531stance to African govermments. in technical and economic: matters

related to housing, building and planning was stressed. While not minimizing

the interest of general and specialized studies, the view was expresséd that
the seoretarl % should devote more attention to respondxng to0 governments'
requests for ass1stanoe in practical matters of conoern to oné country or

to several countrles sharing common problems and a common approach.

12, . The representatives of -the International Labour Organization (ILO) and
of the World Health Organization (WHO) took part in the discussion and

confirmed. the interest of their respective organizations in the problems
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of housing. The réprusentati#érof WHO mentioned in'parﬁioulaf tﬂéﬁ.hig
-,organlzatlon had undertaken to app01nt a publlc health enginecr 1o work
“'Wlth the housing, building and plarnivg section of the’ seoretarlat. The
observer from the International Confederation of Free Trade Unlons referred ¢
to a programme launched by his organization for the encouragement of hou51ng
co~operatives in. urban areas and the assistance to be prov1ded to the rural

population in improving its housing conditions.

13, The Committee took note of the report of the second séséibn of tﬁe
Housing, Building and Planning Committeel of the Economic and Social

Counoil,and'of the. coveéring note prepared -by the United Nations Buieau'
of Social. Affairs, which highlighted the main p01nts ‘of interest to the

:,Economlc Commission .for Africa..

Public Administration

(Agenda 1tem S(g))
4. In 1ntroduclng the subJeot of publlc admlnlstratlon the secretarlat
referred to the Report on activities on publlo admlnlstratlon (E/0N.14/254)
and to the relevant part of the programme of work and prlorltles for 1964
1965 (B/GN.14/267). He stated that the Division of Public Administration,
being a new one, had not.yet made the impact that the other divisions‘had
alréqdy made in Africa. The rdle of the Division was then briefly defined
as one designed to .contribute to the'efficiency of the machinery of govern-
ment by strengthening the civil service and improving training fdciiities,
as well as by streamiining the practicés and procciures of governmeﬁt

operations..

15. Several delegations.stresséd the need for a sound public administration
for_the effective preparation and’ execution of economié and social development
plaﬁs and programmes,. They also expreésed*éatisfaction that the programme
coﬁcerning public administration was well geared toward the goal of improving

the machinery of government and that its impact would gradually be felt.

1/ EB/3838, E/C.6/25
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16.° Interest was.also expressed in' the forthcoming Afrloan Conference

of Dlrectore of Central Personnel Agencies and Civil Service Commissiong
and of ‘Directors of Institutes of Publlc Administration. (Addls Ababa,
18-29 ‘May 1964) D o

17. The néed for greater research and comparathe studles 1n publlc
admlnlstratlon subJeots wag stressed since this would result 1n future

in &' better understandlng of the problems involved.
18. A number of other suggestlons weré made which the secretarlat noted
for 1nclu31on in 1ts detalled plans for future act1v1t1es.

Tralnlngl/

(Agenda item 5 (i))

W

19. FolloW1ng introductory remarks by the Chalrman, the Exacutlve_

Secretary stated that the Jproblems ‘of training had been somewhat dlffloult

since the establlshment of the Comm1551ona Some Afrloan reeearch Workers--

within thé secretarlat were oon51dered as trainees and othere were sent:
to- other reglonal commles1ons for similar studies. Furthermore; the
Executlve Secrerary 1ndloated that the scope of the Tralnlng Sectlon A
did not irclude formal sohoollng, but prlmarlly concerned vocatlonalr-.

and tecknical tralnlng.

20, Imn order to become acquainted with training programmes avallable

to Afrloans,‘o:roulaz letters were. sent to member and ass001ate member _
States of “the Comm1581on requestlng 1nformat10n concernlng the fa0111t1es
available, and another suoh letter was sent to foundatlons, bllateral

and multllateral agencles. The information sent to the seoretarlat was
being compiled in a handbook which would show all training fa0111t1esv'ﬂf
available to: Afrlcans. ‘The Executlve Seoretary emphas1zed “the 1mportaﬁoe
of submitting: requets Ffor vcholarshlps or information 1mmed1ate1y and o
net waiting for the appearance of the handbook He also requested that
the Training Section be informed when and where these applicationg had

been made, in order that duplication of efforts might be avoided.

1/ E/cN,14/258
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21, Measures would Dbe taken to utilize as fully as possible the
existing facilities. For this purpose member and associate member States
of the -Commission were urged to. submit the names of candidates to the

secretariat.

22, The Executive Secretary insisted that national correspondents be
appointed by each member and.associate member State and their names
submitted to the secretariat so that they could keep in touch with the
Tralnlng Sectlon and become continually aware of the needs and facilities -

avallable.

23+ The Committee appreciated the initiative of the secretariat in the
field of training. The delegations acééﬁted:the suggestions of the
Executive Secretary and confirmed that immediate action would be taken

to inform their respeotive Governments.

24.‘ It was suggested that oon31deratlon be given to the training of
‘ o
surveyors and road engineers,

25, In-reply to a reference to the guality and standards of “training
institutions in Afrioa, the Executive Secretary noted that mo&t African
institutions were modelled after those in the former metropolitan centres,
and that conditions of entry were sometimes more difficult in the former
than in the latter.' He emphasized that confidence must be placed in
African institutions, especially as several delegations stressed that

some of their citizens ﬁhélhad studied abroad had certain difficulties

to re-adjust themseives.gn their return,

26. The:programme .and efforts of the Intermational Labour Organization (ILO)
especially in the field of vocational training,were outlined. Attention
was drawn to' the Intérnational Vocational and.Technical -Training Centre

for Develeping Countries which has been opened at: Turln, Italy.

27, It was pointed out that the Sohool for Anlmal Husbaﬂdry in Mall
should be upgraded to the level of an 1nst1tute of anlmal husbandry,A

and enabled to play its full part as an 1nter-Afr1ban establlshment
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28, It was reguested that a clarifidation be made concerning the total
amount of time necessary for the training of civil servants., The
Executive Secretary pointed out that the secretariat's concern was not
only the training of civil servants, but of workers of all levels, He
recalled the need for middle-grade personnel, without which professiocnals
were quite ineffective. As to the time required for the training of
workers, it would depend upcn the type of skill to be acquired and

individual abilities,

29. The Committee adopted unanimously draft resolutions E/CN.14/L.181/Rev.l,
L.183/Rev.l, L.184/Rev.l, L.186 and L.191/Rev.l,

- e ew mw e



