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2. Attendance and organization of work

1. The flrst meeting of the Conference of “linisters of African Least Developed Countries
(ILCs) was held in AGdis pbaba, from 27--3C July 1981 under the distinquished chairmanship

of Tonourable K.A. ¥alima, Minister of Flanning and Feonomic Affairs of the United Pepuclic
of Tanzania. The meetine was orened at 4 p.r. on 27 July 1921 by Comrade Ficseha Cesta.
Assistant Secretary-Generel of the Provisional rilitary Administrative Council. Deputy
Chairran of the Council of Ministers and "emker of the Ixecutive Committee of the Camiission
to organize the Party of the Working People of Fthiopia (CCTWE) on behalf of Corxade Chajrman
Mencistu Failemariar. Chairmen of the Provisional N'_llttary Adrinistrative Council and of
COPVE, and Commander~in Chief of the Revolutionary 2rry of Focialist Fthiopia: wanvly welcomed
the delegaticns attending the first meeting of the Ministerial Conference of African Least
Develored Countries. The Chairman of the Conference Fonourable LA, Malima thanked the
lonourakle ministers and distincuisied delegates to the Conference fer electing hir to the
Chair, and appealed fcr the co operatlon of all participants. Fe e.xpi'essed on behalf of
the Conference, arrreciation to the Covernment of Socialist Fthlopla and, in particular.
Corrade Fisseha Lesta, for tle genercus hospitality.

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the followino Ctate merbers of the
Corrission: Benin, Iotswana. rurundi. Cape Verde, Chad. the Central African Republic. the
Comoros, Fthiopia, the Cambia, Cuinea, Cuinee Bissau. Lesotho, Malawi. Mali, the Iiiger,
Fwanda, famalia. the Sudan. tle United Fepublic of Wanzania, Uganda end Upper Volta.

3. On the representation of sove state members of the United lations which are not ILCs,
the Conference decided thet cnly African LDCs should participate in crder to ensure that
African IDCs have ample oprortunities to discuss their camon problems. - Since the
Confercence of Ministers of Ieast Leveloped RAfrican Countries is a subsidiary organ of the
FCA Conference of tinisters. other state merbers of the Carrission will have the opportunity
to consider the rerorts of the Conference at the Comrission level. Fowever, it was agreed
that Fenya should be allowed to porticipate st the first Conference as an opserver. in

view of the decision of the QAU fuirmit that ite current Cheirman should attend and address
The Paris Conference. .

4. The meeting vas also attended Ly rerresentatives of the United Naticns Development
Prograrme (G TDD) ard the United fetions Conference on Trade and Developrent (UNMCTAD) and
the Croanisation of Pfrican Unity (T20).

5. The Conference elected Fonocurakle K. 2. Malima, Minister of Planninc and Economic Affairs
of the United Republic of Tanzania as Chairman. P.E. FMr. Abu Rakar Pabe-toussa, Minister

of Planning, Statistics and Tconomic Analvsis of Denin as first Vice Chaipnan, ..

Mr. Fanarive Serge, Minister of Planning of Burundi as second Vice-Chairman and Fonourable
J.L.T. Mothibamele. Assistent Minister, Ministry of Finance and Developr!'ent Planning cf
Potsvana as Rapporteur Tt was also decided that Honouratle José EBrito., Secretary of State
for Co-operation ard Flannine of Cape Vercde should be a member of the DNureau in view of the
Jecision of the Mairobi QAF Sumit thiet the Presment of Care Verde should e the Spokesman
of- the Afrlcap IDCs at the Faris Conference. : '

6. The meetinc adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the reetinc
' ?. Flection cof officers _
3. Adopticn of the agends. and crcanization of work
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4. Formal official openinc of the meeting by Comrade Fisseha Desta,
Assistant Secretary--General of the PMAC, Teputy Chairran of the Council
. of Ministers and COTWE's Executive Cormitteo Member
. Review of socio-econdmic conditions in the least aeveloped African countries
Review of the country présentations of the least developed African countries
mvaluation of the review mectings for the Pfrican least Adaveloped countries
- Review of progress wnder the. Trrediate Action Prooramme, 19791921
The Substantial MNew ‘Procrram of Action for the 1“905

(a) Consideraticn of the draft resolution suhnlttea tc the Third Session
. of the Preparatory Cammittee by tre Croup of 77 on the Substantial
liew Drogra*rme of Actlon (I/COI‘F 10!‘ /PC/CFE.5) :

(i) _Prearile
(ii) Chapter I - ogram'e of Action
(iii) Chapter II - Internatmnal fupport Measures including aid
. rpodalities .
{iv) Chapter IIT -- _Tmplernentation,. follow-up and monitorjng of the
Progranme .

(b) Preparation for the United MNations Conference on the Least Developed.
Countries - Crganizaticn of .work.of the Conference sukmittec by the
Chairman of the Preparatorv Cormittee (2/CONF.104/FC/L.2).

10. Preparaticn of an African position for the United Mations Confercnce
' on the Least Developed Countries ‘

11. work Frogramve of ECR-for the least developad African countrleo

1;.., Adopts on of the rog*ort of the Confemnre.\ -

°

BT RN I T
-]

. B, Account of . Prﬂceed*ngﬂ :
Omnmg "tpterrantc

7. In opening the Conference, Comraoe Fisseha Desta, Assistant Gecrehrysenerdl of
the P2C, Derutv Chairman of the Council cf. Ministers end Marber of the Executive
Comittee of COFWi., stated thet the United Pations Conference on the Ieast Developad
Countries, for which this Conference will mahe the final preparations as far ac the
frican region ig concerned, is an cutcare of twe docuwlon of ctrueglie at various feora
of the United Wations syster. Fe noted that the preveiling inbalances in the distribution
of develomrent benefits continue to widen the dimensicns of poverty and desperation
among hundreds of milliens in Africa, Asia and Iatin Arerica. In spite of the existence
of tremendous resource potential, Comrade Fisseha stated, the African least developed
countries are faced with problems of a low lewel of growth of the prodiuctive forces and
the consequent low standard of living, malnutrition, illiteracy and widespread diseases;
and whatever efforts these countries have made to overcome the problems of ‘noverty,
they are hanc‘.lcaﬂfed by recurrent drouchts and the expanding tronds of desertification.
high energy ané capital costs, deteriorating terms of trade, serious ralance of payr"ents
problems and rounting debts. Iie reiterated that the mternatlonal cammunity decided to
care to grlps with all the issues involved when it adooted UWCTAD Resoluticn 122(V) at its
Manila session in 1979. However, he exnressed disaprointment that the Immediate
Action Programme was already a failure. In spite of the cverwhelmirg support that
Pesclution 122(V) received, the response of the international cormunity.was indeed ,
very poor. o much promized but so little deliverel. Ic further underscored the fact
that Africe's rosition at the Paris Conference would naturally ke based on the assessment
of how much the international community has done so far to discharge its responsibilities
to the least developed countries of all continents. It wouid also ke bhased on the
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strength of camitments to accelerate the development of our countries and on cur ability
to harmonize our positions, evolve collective prograrmes and strategies for promoting
collective interest vis~a-vis the rest of the world. Decisions would be made in Paris

but the greater portion of the work - the crucial aspect of implementation - should be

the principal preoccupation, not only of the Paris Conference but also of thig First
Conference of Ministers of the Least Developed African Countries. . Fe comended and con-
gratulated the Executive Secretary of ECA, and the appropriate bodies of the Economic
Camission for Africa on behalf of the Govermment of Socialist Ethicpia for their efforts
to bring into focus the special problems of the least developed countries of the continent,

8. In his vote of thanks the Chairman of the Conference thanked Comrade Fisseha Desta
for his lucid and thought-provoking opening address which he hoped will serve as an
invaluable guide to the deliberations on the various issucs before the Conference. He
made a further appeal to the hcnourable particinants for their suorort in bringinag the
Conference to a speedy and fruitful conclusion. ' o

9. In his opening statement, the Executive Secretary of the Commission, Professor Adebayo
Adedeji, welcamed the participants to the Conference of Ministers of the African Least
Developed Countries and reminded them of the importance of this first meeting of the
Conference of Ministers of the African Least Developed Countries which meets at an oprortune
time-after the preparatory work for the United Mations Conference on Least Developed
Countries at Paris in September had been completed. The main purpose of that Conference

he said is to finalize, adopt and sumport the Substantial New Programme of Action for the
1980s for the least developed countries. Be highlighted the efforts of the RCA in the
preparation for this Conference, in accordance with Commission resolution 397 (XV). These
included the fielding of four ministerial missions to African IDCs and supporting UNCTAD
efforts in the provision of expert assistance to African least developed countries. He
further drew the attention of the Conference to the decisions taken by the Preparatory
Camittee for the United Mations Conference at its third and final meeting in Ceneva this
menth, and encouraged it to deliberate on these decisions, prowosing possible amendments
and modifications to some of the major clements and aspects which it doss not agree with
and reaffirm its solidarity in respect of aspects which it is in full agreament with, for
the Paris Conference is essentially an African Conference as -1 out of 31 IDCs are African
ocountries. In view of the difficult econamic situation of the African ICs, there is
urgent need more than ever before for an emergency aid to cope with the serious problems
confronting African IDCs, namely the problems of food shortages, scarcity of foreign
exchange to import even critical inputs and cope with the serious inflationary tendencies
developing in these countries as an irmediate component of the Substantial New Prograrme
of Action for the 1980s. Over the decade the total develorment cxmenditure envisaged in
the country presentations of the African LDCs amounts to $133 billion (at 1980 prices),

of which $81 billion have to be met from external sources. The total aid recuirements

of these countries for the period 1981-1985 amount to about $37.4 billuon or some $7.5 hillion
per annum in real terms as compared to $4.1 billion in 1979 at 1980 prices. For the period
1986-1990, the Ixecutive Secretary said that it would seem, on a first approximation, that
African IDCs will require about $43.6 billion at constant 1980 rrices. Concessional
asgistance requirements which amounted in 1979 at 1980 prices to $3.6 billion should rise
at least four-fold to $14.4 billion by 1990 if the gemuine objectives and tarqets envisaged
in the country presentations could be realized. In this regard he urged the development
partners to give a sympathetic consideration to the proposals contained in the country
presentations and the Conference to came up with a muber of specific reccormendations
related to changes in the composition of aid, the conditions on which aid is given and

the procedures which.constitute the delivery system of aid.

10. According to the Executive Secretary, the preparation of an African position in res~
pect of the various issues before the United Mations Conference in Paris is an all important
matter to which the Conference of Ministers should address Itsclf, taking into account
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the resolu._lon already adopted on the Parls Conference by the Sumit Meetlm of the Organi-
zation of African Unity last month in Nairobi, calling upoh the current Cha:.man of the
OrU to address the Paris Conference on behalf of the Orgamzatlon. ' _— : -

il. He said tha: the annual meetmgs of the Conference of Ministers of Afr:l.can L[.Cs will
have a focal role to play in the review and monitoring of the irplementation of the Sub-
stantial New Programme of Action at the regional level, while FCA will continue to provide
the supporting and back-up facilities. Therefore the ECA should be strengthened to cope
with the additional responsibility inveolved.

1:. Finally he reguested the Conference to deliberate on the implementation of the Sub-— .
stantial New Proyramme of Action at the national and international levels, taking full
account of the necessity for continued interaction between country, regional and global -
monitoring of progress which is indeed crucial for the usccess of the Programe.

13. The Acting Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, ML A.N, Chimika
pointed oat that it was in recognition of the special problems of Africa’s least developed
countries that during their Extra~ordinary Foonamic Sumiit in Lagos (Nigeria) the Heads .

of States and Govelruven+ of the Organization of African Unity vaid particular attention to
the prchlems of Africa's least developed countries. Me recalled Resolution CM/Res. 887 (XXXVII)
which was adopted by m Thirty-seventh Crdinary Session of the Council of Ministers of

the OA in (Nsircbi) Kenya,' requestlm the Conference of Least Developed African Countries
(July 27~30) to, inter alia, "work out a common strategy in accordance with the relevant
sections of the Lagos Plan of Action, for the participation of African countries in the
forthcaming Uni ted Hations Conference on the Ieast Developed Countries as well as for the
imlementation anxd follow-up action arising from decisions and recormendations of the

said Conference”. Fo reiterated that a growth process through financial aid vhich entails

a series of conditicnalities that benefit only the donors or even increases disparities 7
between the rich and thie poor, is no development at .all. Fe referred to the vast unexnloited
natural and huzaa: rescurces of the continent and stressed the pressing need to urge the
international comrunity to increase their financial and technological assistance to the
least developed courtries in order to enabie them achieve national self-reliance.

14. Finaly he cpressed his conridence that the Paris deliberations would make firm
carmitments, pledges end tergets in those areas where special measures are called for in
order to imwove the eccnomic conditions of the African least developed countries.

15. 1In his opening statement, Mr. Gamani Corea, Secretary General of UNCTAD and Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Mations Conference on the LDCs, expressed gratitude and thanks to
the Executive Secretary of the ECA for the most fruitful co-operation and relationship -

- between UNCTAD arid ECA which has zlways been good and is growing in closeness and intensity.
He also referred to the rmost valuable contribution hy BCR to the preparatory work of the .
Paris Conference ad paid tribute to the OAU for passing a resolution supporting African
ICs, to the UNDP for its assistance, and to the Director General for Development and
International Fconamic Co-operation who helped irmensely in mobilizing the efforts and
co~operation of the whole United Wations systom for the success of the Conference, '

16. He further underscored the fact that this Conférence is convening-at a time when the
documentation of t™e Paris Conference has heen camleted and country review meetings have

been finalised. Having highlighted the prooress made at the Third Prevaratory Committee for
the United Nations Conference in arriving at a common draft text of the Group of 77, which
includes the IDCs, on the Substantial New Prograrme of Action for the 1980s and in taklnq
decisions on the provicional Agenda for the Conference and organization of work and on the -
rules of procedure, lie warned of the limited time frame for the Paxg,s_ Conference and underlined
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the vital need for a great deal of rrepvaration on the part o*" the IDCs arx! on the part of
developing countries as a whole, prior to the Conference. Fe further cautioned that a
great deal of timc should not be wasted in negotiation among the developing countries to
rcach a common stand, but that sufficient time should be allocated for substantive dis-
cussion with the deve,l’\t)eﬂ countries. He also roferred to the disocuieting economic per-
formance of the IICs ovar the last two decades including their weak structural charac—
teristics and the urgency to bring about a reversal of past trends to enable them to
attain cumlative growth and structural t::‘ans*:cn_’f'1 tion. In the end INCs salvation lies

in their own harnds. They have indecd made the hulk of the effort to improve their deve-
lopment recerd which was unfortunately frustrated by the adverse hternational economic
enviromment and the inadecuacy of inteynational suprort. He further wamed that, the
Paris Conference should neither be the occasion to discuss in detail cconomic co-operation
among developing countries nor be a forum for discussing qt.n@ralities Rather, it should
concentrate on devising specific support measures Aand agree upon a broad order of magni-
tude of the resource requiraments needed on the basis of which pro'ress could be monitored.

17. He concluded by saying that the Conference should, in addition, help create a climate
of confidence between devcloped and developing countries and that the post conference
arrangements should amphasize not only the monitoring of progress at the global level but
particularly the nced for a countrv by country aprroach to implementation.

18. The UNDP Assistant Administrator and Regional Dircctor for Africa, Mr. !ichael Doo~Kingué,
started his opening statement by conveying to the distinguished participants, the very best
wishes of Mr. Bradford lMorse, Administrator of the United !Mations Develomment Programme

(UNDP) , for a fruitful and successful Conference. He emumeratad the various areas of
‘ co~operation between IDCs and the UNDP particularly the fact that most African LDCs will
receive two to three times more: funds for their country proarzmmes in 199°-1986 than in
1971-1981.

19, He referred to thc vast livestock and mineral rotential of some of the African least
developed countries and stressed the urgent need to ensure a substantial increase of assis~
tance to IDCs on a predictable hasis and, as much as rossihle, on a grant hasis as well,

He also made reference to the declining axmert carnings. the impact of the cnerav crisis,
the lag in food production -and the woesk and undevelored infrastructure in the IDCs and
stressed the need to articulate a natienal enerqy policy in cach country and the urgency
of putting into effect the relevant recomoerdations of Resclution 122 (V) made by UNCTAD

in Manila particularly the onz which calls for “provision of longzr-term purchase arrange-
ments for the products of the least developad countries bv the develored countries when-
cver possible”. Since it will take time 0 develor and implement the desired energy policies,
and considering that the total oil necds of African LCs is relatively modest, he suggested
that a special 0il Facility in favour of the African IOCs be established.

-0. The UNDP Assistant Admindstrator alzo referred to UNDP's @.xperienco in mobilising
support from several sources of funds, for development purposes which is well established
and agpealed to African IDCs to take full advantage of it in croanizirg their review. and
commitment meetings with their dcve.lop!mn* partners rather than creating now mechanisms
znd fora, the advantage and cfficiency of which are yet to be proved,

Review of Socio-econcmic Conditions v thv Ieast Develoved African Countrics
{(hgenda itam 5)

21, Under thiz aganda itom, the Conforence riotcd that Ifrican ministers of the Cormission
have had the opportunity to review together the performance in the least developed African
cauntrics at the last sessicn of the WCA Conforence of Ministers held at Frectewn in
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RApril 1281. The Conference wvas nf the opinion that the discusiion ot that session remajned
relevant and accordingly simply decided to take note of cocument F/CN.14/10Cs.I1/2 -

Survey of Econamic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1279-1920, Perts I and TI-B and
document ST/ECA/ILCs.1/3— Damestic Problems and Policies of the ILeast Developed African
Countries submitted to it by the sccretariat which contained analysis of the contimuing
bleak situation and prospects in the least develored countries:; and to reaffirm the
determination of governments of least developed countries to accelerate econamic growth
and social develcpment with the help of the international coomunity.

22. The Survey reviews developmenits in the African countrics during the 1970s with
emphasis on conditicns cbtaining in the year 1973. Section B of Part II of the Survey
contains an overview of develomments in the least developed African countries as a group
during the period 1970-1§7%, and a review of conditions in the individual least deve-
loped African countries. Fifteen cut of the 20 lsast developed African countries for
which data wece available arc coverced. This section has becen premared in response to ECA
Conference of Ministers resolution 397(XV) which, inter alia, reccommended that the annual
Survey should contam a :ao_e_cual secuon on the least develcped African countries.

23. The °11rvey shows the bleak picture of the prosont state and prospects of the least
developed African countries with a number of them sliding backwards with a negative per
capita rate of growth, and with mounting inflation and a severcly deteriorated balance

cof payment position making it cxtremely difficuit for many of these countries to undertake
short~ and medium-tean plannineg., In most of thom, irport prices arc rising rapidly and
the cost of capital formation required has to be continuously revised upwards.

- .. *
24.  Document ST/ECA/LiXs.I/2 - Domestic Problems and Policies of the African IICs, analyses
the develomment problams and policies of the least developed Nfrican countries in the

past and exemines their policy options-and imperatives in the 1920s. Zcrious constraints
are imposed on the development policies of ths<ze countries bv formidable structural impe-
diments, a tight domestic resourcs situation “sharp fluctvations in available external

resources. Under the cn_Lc-Jmstances, traditional policy instruments are of limited
efficacy in dealing with the develoment and & wdrosimert problams in these countries and
for that matter, there is little that most of these countries could do wnilaterally to
cope with their present oredicament, The d t is-divided into five sections., In
Section I, the structural daracteristics of thi. least developed African countrle,s are
outlined/ Sestion II.is devoted to an evaluation of their econcmic nerformance in the
1960s and 1970s. These, togc_ther with the enelysis of their general development issues
and constraints in Section 11T, form the necessary packgrowd to the discussion of their
domestic econcmic policies in the 1970s in Section IV and of their prospects and nolicy
options and imperatives for thc 1980s and beyond in uwﬂop V.

Review of the countyy presentations of African LIXs

(Agenda item 6)

25. - Under this agenda item, the Conference had before it document ST/RCA/LICs.1/5, entitled:
"Review of Country Presentations of the Least Developed African Countricsy

26. The Conference tock note of and exrressed its geperal agreement with the analyses of
the macro picture and the projects and prograrmes of the countrv presentations as contained
in the documernt.
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27. The brcad develomment objectives of tie Mriemn lenst dovelored cruntries as cont-
ained n the individual eountry rrosantations controd cp tre realization of a substantial
rise in per capita incomes, increased food production vith a view 0 achieving sclf-
sufficiency even doubling it Iy 1200, nodernization end diversification ~f agriculturc-
transformation in the structire of proauction by raising the shere ~f industrial outrut
in total G0P, improverent ond extension ~f transport and corrirication infrastructurs:,
improvemcnt of the efficicrey of siate CNtLrnrises, narrowing rural-urten incrme: dig-
paritics, provision of basic social services and tho creaticn of cmlovient orrcrtunitics.

Z8. P53 far as stratecics and neliciss arc concernzd the arcater gse of unexnrloited
capabilities particularly in the socters of sariculture, livestock, fishoeries, onorov,
industry, mining and econcmic infrastructure menpywer trainind, marticulsrly in scien—
tific, technical ané veeational fields ar~ awhazized.

8. The total development cxpenditure envisaced in the countiy nrosantations of the
African least drwveloped countrics arounts to fUS 133 hiliion for the reriod 1egi-1eap

(at 1980 prices). after tarine into account the expecta? aoneration of demastic rescurces
(estimated at $57 billior or A0 rer eent of the +ntal) there would be an unenvered gap

of $USEl billicn or §0 mer cent of the total develorment exrenditure to he filled by
exXternal assistance. Thus ; 1t is evident that whilec the least develored Afriemn countries
are asking for increascd substontial extorral assistanes thov are alen emhasizing self--
reliance, sclf-sustainrent and maximum mobilization oF derestic resourcas . both finaneial
and lwman.  The volume of tetal aig roquiremants £or the African least develored countrics
for the poricd 1981-1985 smount o about SUS37.¢ billien, On svorage thic irmlies that
between 1981 and 1585, anmual flew to African least devalored cruntries should average
zbout $US7.5 Billion per anmm in real tems otrparad with $UC 4,1 billion in 1979 »t 1980
pPrices, For the period 1986-1960, i+ sedns, as o first wrroximation, that African least
developed countrics will require about SUS42.€ billien ar eonstant 1930 rrices,

30. The Conferonce affiymed that the countrv presentations Nt 'nly reflected national
aspirations and the determination ~f the cruntries v zcoilosrtc coonrde growth and social
develoment, but were alse in conformity with intemationally sot aoals and tarets
ambodied in declarntione such as the Intermstional Develorment Stratcgy for the Unitcd
Nations Thirg Lovelorment Decade, the onrovia Stratogy for the Developrent of Africa

nd the Lagos Plan of Actinn, Tt further notid that the totsl extornal requireronts ~F
the least develonod 2frican counticl s showld ke eoom in the Hert of the recrmendations
of thoe General Assenbly in res~lution 35/-.05 which, inter 2lia, "urge doner countries

to make equitable and all rossible offorts wvith » viw: & AeiRline ot the 2arliest
possible time within the firet Radf of £he 1980, the Flew ~F of flcial develomment assie-~
tance to the lecst develored countrics, ... and to give serious coneideration .., to the
presosales for furthor moasures <o Arovide Adoouats minimum Flew of official develorment
assistance including. .., thoso Proposals for tripline the nes dishursement of concessional
assistance bv 1994 and quadrupline it hy 15007, '

Lvaluation of the reviews metings of the Lfrican TnCe ("genda itom 7)

31. Jmer ‘thig agmd(? iter, the Conference had before it document ST/BCE/ILICS. 1/6 -
Lvaluation of the roview moctings of the least developed African countrics vhich nrovides

i assessment of the review neetings at which the country rresentotions of the least
developed African countries WeXe individually reviewed by 2i? partners. The reviayr
mectings were held as fellows for the least develonad African contrics: the least
develonod countries of Eastemm AMfrican £-15 Moy 1991 at pddis Mhaba, the least develomed
countrics of Vostarmn and Central 7 frican plus Somalia, 5 Yoy to 5 Tune 1981 ot t#he IEI:'tquez,



N

and the least develcred countrios of Southern Africn plus Zuiner-pPissau, 22-26 June 1981
at Geneva.

32. In the light of the document, the Crmforence: gnerally aoraed that the set-un of
the review meetings offered a unique opmortunity and fonme for seme exchanoe of vies
and ideas on the development problems and nrogrammes of the s, and for cach least
developed countrv to meke known and Qiscuse its duveloront nlans and oroarares for the
1980s with its development partners in some detail, and to reccive preliminary romctions,
coments, cuestions and criticisrs.

33. It observed that the reaction of develomment parthers was genersl, ouarded and not
specific, and notod with rearot that not 211 trade =nd develorment wartners vhe hed been
invited had accertcd the invitations.

Review of progress under the Immediate Action Prearamme, 1879-198) (Aaenda item 8)

34. A representative of the secrotariat introduced document OT/FCA/IICS. T/4 ontitled-
"Review of Progress of the Immediatc Nction Proovamms, 1979-1031 He recalled that
phase cnc of the Comprehensive New Programme of Ictinn for the Least Develored Countries,
as set cut in paragraph 1 of UNCTD rasclution 122(V) called fors

"An immediate effort to mest the critical siturtion of the least develooed
countries in the fom of an Irmediate Action Frogrammc: 15791981 of greatly
expanded assistance for the least deveioned countries, aimed ot - ‘

(1) providing an immediate brost to their econcmics and irmediate support for
. Projects for the provision of the most nrassing cocial necds, nd
- (2) paving the way for much lerger longer-tem develorment afferts”.

35. He drew attention to the written statoments received by MICTED fror the donor
carunity and the findings of the ECh ministorial missions o the Mfrican IDCs

(document ST/ECA/IDCs.1/7) which both confirmmed that the yooonse of the intornational
cormunity to the call for supporting the rrograme has been very noor,  The ministerial
missicns in particular observed that thore vas ne noticeable incroasc in the velume nf
aid to the Africon le=st developod countrics during the period, In fact most of these
countries felt that given tho-high rate of world inflation Auring 1979-1981 thare might
have been a stagnation or evan a ducline in the Flow of T Trces to these countries in
real terms. Under this circumstence, the African least develoned countries have continued
to face many sericus short-tem rroblams that have hindere? +ho succesefil implementation
of long-term progrommes.  The arens of drasnt concern for these enuntrics include slow
growth of agriculture, resulting in high ford deficits and lnrge food immort hills: high
cost of manufactured imports; the fall in cmort earninee: and the criticol energy situa-
ticn vwhich result in chronic and sericus balance of payments deficits, sericus infla-
tionary trends, low levels of capacity utilization, an? thereby constitute a serious
constraint to both short-term stabilization ~nd long-term nrogrames.

36. It was for these reasons, he continued, that most of the least developed African
countries had claborated short~term action progremmes in their country mresentations to
cover the first fow years of the decnde of the 1S80s. On tho basis of the Assumption that .
nothing short of doubling total external aid during the first Five years of the decade
would enable the least develored African countrics to irflement their programmes for the
decade, the BCA secrctarist cstimated thet the total recuirements for the rericd 1921-1982
for these comntries smounted to roughly SUS15 billion., . :
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37. It was the general consensus at the Conference that while the Irmediate Action Programme

19791981 may have lap.;ed timawise the problems which it addressed still rerain urgent.
'I‘.'le progrerre should the rc.foxc net bc dispensed with —md discaxded,

38. The u‘nlelencw was of tha cmlm_on that the mmedl te action progrorme as an essential
ccmponent. of SNPA for the 1980s should be ‘fully pursucd as a nre.requ‘sa.te for the succ‘ess-
ful implementaticn of the S”PA to bae T 111allzed c.nd adopted in Paris.

Immediate messures should. inter alia, include-

(a) pressing for a larget part of the short-term assistance in the form of balance
of payments support which ig more flexible and can bhe given readily-

(b)) camedity support particularly for cil, food and material inputs which could
) effect an immediate boost to the utilization of capacity;

" “(e) dobt relinf so as to ease the debt service burden, and
' {af programme assistance and multi-year aid nrogramming.
The quostantlsi New Prograsme of Actinon: Consideration of the draft resolution submitted

to €Re Whixd Session of the Preparatorv Camittoe by the Group of 77 on the “ilbstfmtlal
Ncw Progrc"lﬂe of A‘*t:.on {(A/CONF. 104/PC/CRP.5) (Agenda 1ta"1 9(;\)) '

39. Under this agenda item the ‘Conference had before it the following documents:

C (3} A/COF.104/PC/CRP.5 - Draft resolution submitted te the Third Session of the
” “""""Dmparatory Ccmlttec by the: Group of 77 on the Substc,r\fl:xl Newr Pre qEIMS nf.
CL.].O’““

{11y ST/RECA/IDCs.I/7 - Reports of the ECA Ministericl Missions on Proparations for
- tnc United ‘\Iatz_ons Conferance on the Ieast Developed Countries;

_"‘{iii')‘ 1bT/Fu\/IDCs I/R = Aid medelitics in ’chc Afrisen 19'1f‘t developed countries.

40, In the general do ‘Le mr the SNEA soveral dssues wore raisec, Sow delegates notod
that the statawsent of ohjectives as contained in the draft resclutica of the Group of 77
did not fully refloct the national goals arnd aspirations of the African IDCs. In this -
reig_:ec_:t reference was made to document ST/ECH/I0OCS.I/3 -~ Domestic problems and econcmic
policies. ‘ S

4l. The encrgy problams were sean as A scrious constraint to both the short-term stabili-
z_at:"mn and the long-term development. lany delegates peinted to the disturbing fact that
theilr oil import bill, even after some stringent conservation measures, vas absorbing

an c.lanmm_ty iarge part of their total export earnings leaving almest nothing for the
impertation of capital goods. The ratic of the oil import bill to total. exvort emmings
ranged h,twe_,\.n 30 to 9C per cent in the African least develrmed cruntries. Thus while

nost countries were of the view that lono-term measures in the energy scctor were mvessa:y,
it was urgent and almest inevitable to work mut some shori-torm eoitkicns, S counirie
suggested that the oil-axporting countrics, particularly the Africsn oii- exmrtlnq cnmtrleo
could assist in this regard with measures such as n two-ticr pricing system favouring the
least de,ve.loped counvries, and/or an oll facility tailored mn the exarwle sot by Venezusla
and Mcxico in favour of the Central Americsn and Carribean hll-mrtmf' countries.
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The general consensus: finally agreed upon at the end of Conference therefore was that
energy be treated in its own right as a separate sector in the text of the SNPL,

42. On financial reciirenents and policies, the Conference generally felt that there was
need to strengthen miltilateral institutions. In addition, it was urged that the World
Bank should make a special facility for the IDCs to fund projects in critical areas like
energy. The Conference also noted that resolution 122(V) adopted in Manila referred to
doubling of aid. It was, however, further noted that in view of General Assembly
resolution 35/205, exdorsed by the whole international community, the target of cuadrupling
should be supported. It was pointed cut that in any case, the quadrupling of aid flows :
to the LDCs by 1990 implied only a doubling of the avernge anmual flews over the whole
decade. : :

43. On aid modalities, the Conference-ehasized the need for the balance of payments
“SUpPK. to come out more-forcefully than is the case in the text of the draf$ resnlution
of the Group of 77. It was also pointed cut that it was necessary to ermphasize the need
to take into account the possible effects of inflaticn in planning, preparing and execut-—
ing individual projects and programmes. Thus it was necessary to consider aid require-
ments in a more dynamic way.  The Conference was also of the view that during negotiations,
a lot of amwphasis should be put on problews of aid mrdalities.

44, With regard to technical assistance the Conference noted that the cost of experts and
studies was very high and continually increasing thus giving rise to increased preject
costs. It was therefore cuggested that it was crucial for the individual countries, with
the support of -the international cormunity, ®o-train their cwn national experts.

45, Concerning the implementation, follow raTToirinTing of the SMPR, the Conference ++
stressed the importance of having a high level of participation at UNCTRD Interoovern—
mental Group on the LDCs 'so as to enable the taking of 2 concrete decision,

46. The Conference decided to consider the draft resclution sulmitted by the Group of

77 on the SNPL as the basic working decument for its deliberations. The Conference
decided to make comm ats and suggestions on issues which are of vital interest to the
African 1DCs but which have nnt boen fully reflected in toe draft resclution of the Group
of 77. With respect to cmissions, the Conference tocck @ decision to limit itself to two
critical areas, namelv energv and the immediate action component of the SNPA, even though
other issues such as hunan settlement werc raiscd. The comments and suggestions are

as sct out helow. '

47. The Conference considered the drart resolution of the Group of 77, Chapter by Chapter.
Preamble

48. The Conference noted the serious omission of the irmediate action camoonent of the
SNPA in the cverall text and recormended thet the following addition be introduced in the
preamble: _

“ReddgniziE that the imrediate action camponent of the SMPL is a prercouisite for the
implementation of the Substantial New Progrmmme of Action®. :

The Conference also agreed to add in the last paragraph after the words "for the 1980s™,
"including its immediate action component’.
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Chapter I
l. Food and agriculture

Addition:

49, After para. 5 line 18 of the draft resolution, ~dd, ... “In this coﬁnectlon, agri-
cultural research and manpower tra:m.ng at.all levels tc mect the requarements of this
sector will be g:r.ven due emphasis - . , _

50, - Insert a new para. (6) on page 4 of the seme draft resolut_ibn as follows:

Food security

Least developed countries as ¢ gvoun are major net irporters oF fond. 1In the absence
of a viable international grain reserve, they will require & gquarantecd assistence frame
work that will withstand o future world food crisis ond that can be installed without - -
long and protracted negotiations. Recommendations as to specific ford trade and. food aid
related recommendations that could be promptly put into effect for the hencfit of the
least developed countries, should include: :

(i) A comprehensive set of measures to vtrengt!‘xen the ability of lenst developed
countries to deal with food problems in the short—term cans:.st:l.m* inter alla
of: :

-(a) 5 food trade financing facility in vhich incame compensation for increasced
food import expenditure for the least develoned countries becanes a grant
with immediate disbursament in the year of the shortfall:

(b) The implementation of » ford 2id scheme for the least develoned countries
that could be llnked '1utcmz~tlcc.lly and Dredlcubly to situations of food

shortage;

(c) An increase in the international emergency food reserve, the present target
of which is 500,009 tons, to 2 more substantial volume. As the FAO target
of 500,000 has not been met, it is necessary, considerino the worscning
situation of the least devploped countrics, that everv effort should be made
towards achicving not only this target by 1982, but also fer increasing
it within the ocontext of the substantial new nrﬂqrwe of action for the
1980s in favour of the lenst develomed countries; _

(d) The strengthening nf thc mtematlonal mfnrnmtlon system tr provide
appropriate and timely information about oroduction, trade and stockholding
devclognmt.; and policies in the major producing and importing countries
in order to provide greater assistence to the least develored countries ~nd
their aid partners in predicting and planning for situations recquiring
amergency ramedial measurcs,

(ii)- A ccmprebens:.ve set of prowosals:to deal with long~term structur'ﬂ. changos at the
national level in least develowed. countrics designed to provide a permanent
sclution te the food problem of those countrics, Every country, given suffi-
cient assistance. could take important initiatives tn reduce food insecurity
in the short-term. Such assistance sheuld include investrments in food production
and processing, transportation and other infrastructure, oormunications, early
warning systems, food distribution systems ond ford storage facilities.
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A time-table should be agreed for the further negotiation and implementation of steps
needed, as well as for detailed estimates of the financial implications of such decision.

Energy

51. The following additicn tc Chapter I was nroposed to reflect the concern of the Afrlcan
1DCs on energy problems: ‘

"In view of the severe problem of energy that is at present one of the most
serious constraints for short-term adjustment and long-term development needs of
IDCs, the international commmnity should make available substantial additional
resources on concessional terms for balance-of-payments suppert and the development
of energy potentials. In this regard, existing reqional and international
organizations should be strengthened and new ones created whenever necessary, to
adequately mect the pressing energy needs of IDCs". _

II:

Introductory section

52. A4d in the second sentence after the word SNPR, the following: “and th@.:imraﬂ" iate
action camponent”. ‘

Financial assistance reoﬁirenents and policies

-53. The Confere.nce recamends that the following be added to the second paragraph under
this heading: (para.32): "The Immediate Action Component of the SNPR for the least deve-
loped countries should contain, inter alia, the following:-

(1) Provision of substantial rescurces to give urgent and prn"'ct relief to
critical camodity shortages, specially of food And energy :

(2) Immediate financial assistance in the form of deht rolief And balance of
- payment support to all least develﬂning countries:

(3) Urgent and substantial e:rergencv assistance measures in nrder te mitigate the
effects of natural and man-made disasters, including those resulting in
unforeseen shortfalle in resource mobilizations-

(4) Prewvision of assistance for overcr.minq urc.rent hottlenecks in rhanaganent,
maintenance, repair and physical facilities in ordcr to obtain better use
of existing infrastructure and industrial plants: .

{5) Immediate provision of additional financial support fer the promot irplementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Ziction for 1980s, including identificaticn,
of projects, undertaking of feasihility studies and Qetailed preparation of
investment projects as well as projects of sccial needs:

(6} Urgent and substantially enhanced suprly of inouts NECcESSATY. for agr:lcultural
and rural develomment, such as fertilizers, pums, etc., in' order to increase
productlon and Droductlmty, especially of foodstuffs and cash cropf; :
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(7) Finoncial suprort for activitiocs ~t corrunity levels which create dohs,
including surport £or local small-scrls labeur intonsive rural rublic vorks
orojoects,

(3) A3maronces on 1""'1“@ ol oondd o multiletaral Fanio olenls N (‘“';V(‘" l’f" the ]'_Tlt@.r”"
national corrunity that ~decuats rosources are provided on assurced and

wredictable besis to corrlerent the actd 171t1 roef lenst Aoveleped countries

themizelves in this oritical rut vical firet oy of mEr,

sftir last mentonce of pare 27 249 Twhich would irele Aoublineg if ke average
anrial flow is calculated for the decado nn comparcd with the verrly sverrae for the
pering 1873-~18768°7,

Rfter first sentence of para.3%, add: “Resources of +he ¥orld Rank roun mrt.lcularly
the IDN mnd the Regionn~l Banks ';hfmlci e "U.Jotc“'f“"' allv incrersed to the INCs taking mto
account structural transformetion needs, the rate ~F inflatien and cnergy roculrementst,

Substantial New Prograrme of Zction: Preperction for the Unites Daticne Conference on
the Least Develored Counfries - orarmizaiicn oFf vork C“F the conference sulmitted by the
Chairmen of the Yronaratory Committoc (Pacnda iter Gb) S/CONEL104/RCAL. )

. Docament [,/CC . 104/PC/1. 6 - Draft Prowisicpal “gensn for the Undted Norions Confer-
encs on the Legst Tevelored Countrics ond ..?\/COIT,lO‘--/?C/L“’A - Droanizotion of Yerk of
the Conference vere mads availanle to the Confaorenca. '

55, The Conforcnc: doliborated on voricus croonizotionnl mattors for the Darie Confor-
ence. It urgad the Croup of 77 4o incorporate its coments ond aGditions on tho draft
tixt of the Groun of 77 on £ : Coreno: further rocucsted J_t"' C‘h"-ln"m na
o p-mr

Vice-Chairman te call in PErscir O Lm cuarrent Jhnanwm o8 Uhe SO0 mnd the Droesident of
Cape Verde reznectively to give » rnorsonsl r wrert on the outeose ~f the uonf'*rﬂnc\.o

5€. It suggested thot the Chzirman of the Corfirunce sieuid ack as the Chaiman of the
Africmn Groun % the F-ris Sronforence.

AgEndn of the

57. With resrect tf\ r_}k, T)Z"W.L‘"JCYI"
winisters recommrandod Thee oy

erence . the Conference of
L coryenand of e Gpon

should be discussco wunder ngais ic dends wigh he T,
58, The onference furthny acrood Shok ag For ae rogeitle individunl eountry F‘f"“'*c"-

ments in the Taris Conforonce. should ko stacacred cver the reriod of the Conferencs , And
shoule reflect the Leges Plon of hction.

58, The Confarence aleo rocuesked thet the U And Fom ., vith the ~ssistance of UNOTAD,
should ensure the provicicn of adeouats meating nd scerctarisl fagilitics for the AF Frlo'zn
s during “he Paris Conforonce.

60 Vith respoct to tha distribution of - e Bureru for fhe Paris Cmfa_rcncc the Confor-
ence of Ministors of Jivica I0Cs de c;i.dgo oodelcr considerntion of trie issue sinec
considerable consultation was needed.,
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Preparation of an Africon pesition fer the United Neticns Conference on the Least
Developed Countries agenda 1tom Mo, 10)

6l. As a result of discussicns under acende item No.9, thoe Conference eame up with a
mmber of comeats and recomendations on the SNPL As crmisvined in the draft text of
the Group of 77. These comments and recomrendations are set ouc in the annex to this
report.

BCEL Vork Peograrme for the least developed African Countrics {igenda iten Ne.11)

62. Under Mgenda item 11 on the worl: brogramve of ECA for the least daveleped countries,
the Conference had before it documen: ST/E7/IXs. 1710 antitled: "Activitics by the
Econcmic Camission for Africa in € rour of the least deviloped occuntries”. The Con-
ference took note of the document, and Agresd in principle that the BCA should he streng-
thened to cope with the additional responsihilities involved in itg greatly expanded
~vwork on the IDCs. Tt howsver, considered the tining of the next sesgion of the Con~
ference of African IDCs notcd that the results of the Paris Conference were likely to
substantizlily affect the timing of the next sescion and nlso the nctivities of ECL in
favour of the African IDCS. Tt was consequently suggosted that consultetions should
be mede in Paris somn after the Conference so as to -Getermine the time for the next
session of the Conference. ' - S '

63. The Conferance expressed its approciation =nd gratitude to the Executive Secretary
of BCA, Profesvcr Adebayo Adedeji, and the PO Secrctariat for the excellent services
provided tn African Leost Developed Countrics, ard +o Dr, GUA. Marzouk, Director of
Sccio-econcmis Resesrch ond Plamning Division, who would be retirine soon after dis—
tinguished scrvices to the African Ieast Developed Countries.
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Annex I
TIREX T

Camments of the Ca:ference of Ministers of Africsn IDCs containing the position of the
African LDCs cn the Draft Resolution_ sutmittea by the Group of 77 on ‘the_ SNED.

. The ECA Conference of Ministers of Africen IDCs at its meeting held in Addis Ababa
fram 27 to 30 July 1981 examined the Draft Resolution of the Group of 77 for the United
Nations Conference on the Least. Developed Countries. It expressed its appreciation to
the Group of 77 for the excellent work done and endorsed the draft resclution subject
to the modifications and addenda stated below. '

Preamble

The Conference notes the serious cmission of the Immediate Action Programme £rem
the overall text and recormends that the fellowing addition be introduced in the
preambles : . S B

Recognizing that the imediate action component of the SNPA is a prerequisite for the
Implementation of the Substantial New Progremte -of Nction.: . .

The Conference agrees to add in the last operative paracraph after the words *for the
1980s' "irncluding its immediate acticn component”. : o

Chapter I
Food and agriculturce

The Conference recamends that the following be ndded after para.5, line 18 of the
draft resolution: ... "In this connection, agricultural research and maripower training
at all levels to meet the requirements of this sector will be given due emphasis,"” apd
that the following rew paragraph be inserted on rage 4 of the ssme draft resolution:

"Feod security

Least developed countries as a qroup are major net imperters of focd, In the )
absence of a viable internationzl grain reserve, they will require a guarmntecd assis-
tance framework that will withstand a future world focd corisis and that can be installed
without long and protracted negetistions. Recommendations as to specific food trade
and food aid-related recammendations that cculd be prmptly put into effect for the
benefit of the least developed countries, shruld include: ' '

(i) A cmprehens;.ve set of measures to strengthen the ability of least developed

countries to deal with food probloms in the short-term consisting, inter alia, of:

(@) A food trade financing facility in which incrme compensation for increased
feod import expenditure for the least developed cmuntries becomes a grant with,
immediate disbursement in the yvear of the shortfall:
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(b) The implementation of a food aid scheme for the least developed countries
that cculd be linked autcmatleally and predictably to situations of
food shortage,

(c) An increase in- the mternatlonﬂ amergency food reserve, the present target
of which is 500,000 tons, to 2 more substantial volume. As the FAO target
of 500,000 has not been met, it is necessary, considering the worsening
situation of the least developa:‘l countries, thet cvery effort sheould be -
made towards achieving not only this target by 1982 but alsc for increas-
ing it within the context of the substantinl new programme of action
for the 1980s in favour of the least developed cnuntries; :

() The strengthening of the internaticnal information system to provide
appropriate and timely information about production, trade and stock-
holding developments and policies in the major producing and importing
countries in order to provide greater assistance to the least developed
countries and their aid partners in predicting and planning for situations
requ:.rmg emergency ravﬁﬁlal measures,

(ii) a camorehens:.ve set of proposals to deal with long=-term structural chanaes

at the national level in least developed countries designed to provide a
~ permanent sclution to the food problen of those countries., Every country, _

given sufficient assistance, cculd take impertant initintives to redhide food
insecurity in the short-term. Such assistance should include investments in
food production and processing, transpertation and other infrastructure,
cormunications, early waming systems, fod distribution systems ’md ford
storage faCllltleS..

A time-table should be agreed for the further negotiation and implementation of steps
needed, as well as for detailed est:mates of the financial implications of such
dec1510n. - -

Enexgy

The Conference views with serious concern the problems of energy in view of the
sericus constraints they pose to the stability and long-term development progpects of
the African IDCs. 1It, therefore, recommends that energy be treated in its cwn right
as. a separate scctor in the text of the SNPZ‘ thrr‘ugh the following insertlon

"In view of the severe problem of energy thet is at present one nf the most serisus’
constraints for short-term adjustment and long-term development needs of LICs, the
international commmnity should make available substantial additicnal resources cn
concessional temms for balance-of-payments suppert and the development of energy poten=

‘tials. In this regard, existing regicnal and internaticnal crganizations should be
strengthened, and new cnes created whenever necessaxy . to adecquately meet the oressm
energy needs of IDCs®.

Chapter IT
Introductory section

The Conference recommends the following addition to the seomd sentence after the
word SNPA: "and the immediate actimn compeonent®.
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Financial assistance requirements and policies

The Conference reccrmends that the following ke added to the second paracraph
under this heading (para.32). “The Immedinte Acticn Crmprnent ~f the SNPA far the loast
develored countries should contain, inter ~lia, the following. -

(1) Provision of substantinl rescurces to give urcent and prompt relief to critical
camedity shortages, specially of food and enerqgy;

(2)  Immediate financial assistance in the fom of debt relief and balance of
payment suppert to all lenst develc'pinq coantries:

(3) Urgent and substantinl anergency assistence measures in order o miticate
the cffects of naturnl e man-made disasters, including thosc resulting in
unfrreseen shertfalls in resource mebilizations:

maintenance, repair and physical facilities in cxder to cbtain better use
of existing infrastructurs and industrial plrnts;

(4} Provisicn of assistance for owercoming urgent bettlenecks in menAgement,

{5} Immediate Prevision of additional finrncial support for the prooot implo--
mentation of the Substantinl Nesy Prograpme ~f Action for 1980s, including
identificatinon of projects, undertaking of feasibility studies and detadled
preparation of investment vrojects ns well as rrojects of social needs;

(6) Urgent and substantinlly enhance? surely of inputs necessary for aaricultural
and rural develryment, such as fertilizers, punms, ote, » in cxder to inerease
production and productivity, espeeially of foedstuffs and cnash crops;

(7}  Financial supcrt for activities at cmunity levels which create ks,
ncluding support for lecal small-seale Iabeur intensive rural oublic works
projects:

(8} Assurancus on bilnteral and multil-teral basis should be given by the inter-
naticnal commmity that adequate resources ~re provided ~n assured and nre-
dictable basisz +- crmplement the ~ctivitios of least develicped cruntrics
thenselves in this critical but vitnl ormpohent of SHPL.

The Conference also recommends that after the last sentence of parograch 34 ; the
following be added: “which would imply the drubline of the averace amnual flows for
the decade as compared with the yearly average for the perind 1975-1979%,  rfter the
first scntence of prragraph 35 add the following: "Rescurces of the Werld Bank Group
particularly the IDE, and the Regional Banks should be substantially increased te the
ICs taking into account structurnl transformaticn needs, the rrte of inflation and
ergy reguirawnts”,

Conclusicon
SEAUSION

1

The ECR Crnfercnce of Ministers of African IDCs appenls to all membor Strtoes ~f the Group

of _”[_7 *o f%wm%mﬂﬁr';tfﬂ'.mmm- wnd addends which i% has Do posedr ke
sericus deliberatirng in the light of the sociomeconomic realities of tho African iDCs.
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ANINEX IX

RESOLUTICH O PIDITICNAL ITEMS FOR IVCLUSION TO IND

INCORPORATIUN WITH TEE RESCLUTION OF THE GROUE OF 77 ON

THE SUBSTANTIAL NEW PROGRIMME OF ACTION {(CONTAINGD IN
DOCUMENT . /CONF. 104 /TC/CPF. 5

The Conference of Ministers of the African IICs,

Recalling resclution A/CONF.104/PC/CRP.5 that was admted Ad referendum by the
Group © at an expert level during the third session of the Preparatory Committee
for the United Nations Conference mm the ILeast Develrped Countries,

Expressing its apereciaticn to the cutstanding work of the Group nf 77,

Convinced that the afore-mentioned resoluticn can be enriched by the additional
of a few pressing and vital issues,

Recomends that the Group of 77 favoursbly consider the decisions made by the
first Conference of Ministers ~f African ILDCs 2nd ensurc their inclusicn in the said
resolution.
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ANNEX TIX

RESOLUTION REIATING TO THE DECISION OF THE 18TH SUMMIT
OF THE HEADS CF STATE AND GOVERMMEMT OF OAU

The Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries

Recalling the QAU Council of Ministers resclution (M/Res.88 (XXXVII) adopted
in June 19281 in Naircbi on the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries, which decided, inter zlia, that the current Chairmen of the QAU
address the Paris Conference and reccmmend to the Heads of State and Goveirment
to appoint a Head of State of the Group of least Developed African Countries
to participate in the Conference,

resses its appreciation and welcrmes the naminations by the Assenbly of
African Heads of State and Government, of their Excellencies Mr. Daniel Arap Moi,
President of the Republic cf Kenya, and Mr. Aristedes Pereira, President of the
Republic of Cape Verde, as represcntatives of the OMU and the African least
developed countries respectively to the United Nations Conference on the ILeast
Develcmed Countréss,Paris, 1-14 September 1981,





