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A.

Attendance and organization of vork

1. The first investing of the Conference of '-Ministers of .African Least Developed Countries
(LDCs) was held in Addis Ababa, from 27-30 July 1981 under the distdnouished chairmanship_
of Tonourable K.A, Malirra, Minister of Planning and Econcroic Affairs of the United Republic
of Tanzania. The ireeting was opened at 4 p.r. on 27 July 1981 by Comrade Fisseha Desta;.

Assistant Secretary'General of the Provisional rdlitary Administrative Council- Deputy

Chairr-an of the Council of Ministers and 'ienfcer of the Executive Committee of the Commission
to organize the Party of the T-vbrking People of Ethiopia (COPHT) on behalf of Corrrade Chainnan

Fengistu Failarariar. Chainnan of the Provisional Military Administrative Council and. of

COOT, and Cornranfler-in--Chief of the Pevolutionary Arrry of Focialist Ethiopia* wanrly welcomed
the delegations attending the first ireeting of the Ministerial Conference of African Least
Developed Countries. The Chairman of the Conference Honourable K.A. Malima thanked the
honourable ministers and distinguished delegates to the Conference for electing hir. to the

Chair, and appealed for the co- operation of"all participants..

He expressed, on behalf of

the Conference, appreciation to the Government of Socialist Ethiopia and, in particular,
Ccnrade Fisseha Eesta, for tl*e generous hospitality.
2.

The meeting v/as attended by representatives of the following State members of the

Comrrission;. Benin., Botswana- Lurundi

Cape Verde, Chad,- the Central African Republic, the

CcrrxDro3r Ethiopia, the Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau- Lesotho, Nalavd - kali, the Niger,.,
Fwanda, Ectnalia,- the Sudan, the United Republic of Tanzania.. Uganda and Upper Volta*

3.
On the representation of sore state members of the United Mations v;hich are not LDCs.
the Conference decided that only African LDCs should participate in order to ensure that
African LDCs have arple oprortunities to discuss their comron problems. ■ Since the
Conference of Ministers of least Developed African Countries is a subsidiary organ of the
0CA Conference of Fillisters, other state jnerrbers of the Corrission vriJ.1 have tte opportunity
to consider the reports of the Conference at the Cormdssion level.
Fcwever, it was agreed
that Kenya should tie allowed to participate at the first Conference as an observer. in
view of the decision of the OAU .currrit that its current Chairman should attend and address
The Paris Conference.

A„
The meeting vas also attended by representatives of: the United Nations Development
Prograrr"e (OWDP) and tiie United J.'£tions Conference on Trade and Eevelcprent (UfTCTAD) and
the Crganisation of African Unity (CNJ) ..
S.
The Conference elected f.honourable R,P» Pteliroa, !minister of Planning and Econorric Affairs
of the United Fepublic of Tanzania as Oiairman.- F=E. f-2rP Abu Eakar Eaba-!-5oussaf -Minister
of Planning, Ptatistics and Dxncndc Analysis of Benin as first Vice- Chairman. 1.1.,
Mr. Kana^i.ve Serqe, Minister of Planning of Burundi as second Vice-Chairman and Honourable
iT.L.T.
^E^thabaI^eie.- Assistant ?tirj.sterr Ministry of Finar.ce and Cevelcpnent Planning of
FotFvana" as Fapporteur,
It was also decided that Honourable Jose Brito, Secretary of State
for Co-operation and Planning of Cape Verde should be a rrember of the Tureau in vievT of the
decision of the Nairobi OAU Furmit tliet the President of Cape Verde should be the Spokesman
of the African LDCs at the Earis Conference,
6=

Ifre ireetinc: adopted the follovring agenda-,

1.
2.
3.

Opening of the meeting
Election cf officers
Adoption of the aqenda and organisation of work
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4O

5.'
6-7.
8o

,9.

Formal official openina of the ineeting by Comrade Fisseha Desta,

Assistant Secretary--General of the FMfiC, Deputy Chairman of tlie Council
of Ministers an** CORSE's Executive Corrrrdttee Matter

Review of socio-economic conditions in the least developed African countries
Review of the country presentations of the least developed African countries
Evaluation of the review rceetinqs for tl'e African least developed countries'
Review of progress under the Unrediate Action Programme 1979-1981

;

The Substantial Hew Prograrrre of Action for the lpPQs

(a)1
:

Consideration of the draft resolution submitted tc the Third Session
of the Preparatory Committee by the Group of 77 on the Substantial
Itew Progranme of Action (VC0I3Fo104/PC/CPr.5)
U)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Preamble

Chapter I -■ Programme of Action
Chapter II - International Support Measures including aid
■modalities ,
:
Chapter III - Implernentation, follow-up and monitoring of the
progranme

(b)

Bo

Preparation for the United Nations Conference on the least Developed.
Countries - Organization of .work * of the Conference subrdtted by the
Chairman of the Preparatory Ccmittee (A/CCNF.104/FCA^).

10.

Preparation of an African position for the United nations Conference

11.

Work Frogramne of ECS-for the least developed African countries

12.

Adoption of the report of the Conference.

on the Least Developed. Countries

Account of Proceedings
Opening Ptaterrents ..

7.
In opening the Conference, Comrade Fisseha Desta; Assistant Secretary-General of
the FMAc/ Deputy Chairman of the Council of. Ministers pnd Ferber of tlie Executive

Corcrdttee of COM., stated that the United i-Tations Conference on the least Developed
Countries, for which this Conference vail make the final preparations as far a? the

African region is concerned, is an cutccre of t>?c d.cc^Cc^ of. struggle at various fcra
of the United nations <5ysterr3 He not«ri that the prevailing imbalances in the distribution
of developnent benefits continue to wicen the dimensions of poverty and desperation
among hundreds of millions in Africa, Asia and Latin Arerica.
In spite of tlie existence
of tremendous resource potential. Comrade Fisseha-stated; "the African least developed
countries are faced, with problems of a low level of growth of the productive forces and
the consequent low "standard of living, ira3jnutrition7 illiteracy and widespread diseases;
and whatever efforts tiiese countries have trade to overcore the problems of poverty P
they are handicaFped by recurrent drcuqhtfl and the expanding trends of desartificationhiah energy and capital costs} detf^riorating terns of trade, serious balance of payments

problems and rounting debts. Ije reiterated that the international contnunity decided to
core to grips vdth ail the issues involved when it adopted UICTAD Resolution ^ 122 (V) at its
.Manila session in 1979. However,, he expressed disappointinent that the Iinmediate
Action Programtro was already a failure. In spite of the overwhelming support that
Resolution 122(V) received, the response of the international ccrorunity was indeed
very poor. To much promised but so little delivered, T;e further underscored the fact
that Africa's position at the Paris Conference would naturally be based on the assessment
of how rruch the international community has done go far to discharge its responsibilities
to the least develope-d countries of all continents. It would alra to based on the
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.strength of cxircnitments to accelerate the development of our countries and on our ability
to harmonize our positions, evolve collective prograrrmss and strategies for promoting
collective interest vis-a-vis the rest of the world. Decisions vould be made in Paris
but the greater portion of the work - the crucial aspect of implementation - should be
the principal preoccupation, not only of the Paris Conference but also of this First

Conference of Ministers of the Least Developed African Countries,

He commended and con

gratulated the Executive Secretary of ECA, and the appropriate bodies of the Economic

Commission for Africa on behalf of the Government of Socialist Ethiopia for their efforts
to bring into focus the special problems of the least developed countries of the continent.
8.
In his vote of thanks the Chairman of the Conference thanked Comrade Fisseha Desta
for his lucid and thought-provoking opening address which he hoped will serve as an

invaluable guide to the deliberations on the various issues before the Conference. He
made a further appeal to the honourable participants for their support in bringing the
Conference to a speedy and fruitful conclusion.

9.
In his opening statement, the Executive Secretary of the Cotmission, Professor Adebayo
Adedejx, welcomed the participants to the Conference of Ministers of the African Least
Developed Countries and reminded them of the importance of this fir^t n^eeting of the
Conference of Ministers of the African Least Developed Countries which meets at an opportune

time after the preparatory work for the United Nations Conference on Least Developed
Countries at Paris in September had been completed. The main purpose of that Conference
he said is to finalize, adopt and support the Substantial New Programme of Action for the
1980s for the least developed- countries. Re highlighted the efforts of the ECA in the
preparation for this Conference, in accordance with Commission resolution 397 (XV). These
included the fielding of four ministerial missions to African LDCs and supportina UNCTAD
efforts in the provision of expert assistance to African least developed countries. He
further drew the attention of the Conference to the decisions taken by the Preparatory
Committee for the United Nations Conference at its third and final meetinq in Geneva this
month, and encouraged it to deliberate on these decisions, proposing possible amendments
and modifications to sane of the major elements and aspects which it does not agree with
and reaffirm its solidarity in respect of aspects which it is in full agreeir»ent with, for
the Paris Conference is essentially an African Conference as 1 out of 31 LDCs are African

countries. In view of the difficult economic situation of the African LDCs, there is
urgent need more than ever before for an emergency aid to cope with the serious problems
confronting African LDCs, namely the problems of food shortages, scarcity of foreiqn
exchange to irport even critical inputs and copq with the serious inflationary tendencies
developing in these countries as an immediate corponcnt of the Substantial New Proqrame
of Action for the 1980s. Over the decade the total development expenditure envisaged in
the country presentations of the African LDCs amounts to $133 billion {at 1980 prices),
of which $81 billion have to be met from external sources. The total aid requirements
of these countries for the period 1981-1985 arrount to about $37,4 billuon or sane $7.5 billion
per annum in real tenps as compared to $4.1 billion in 1979 at 1980 prices. For the period
1986-1990, the Executive Secretary said that it would seen, on a first approximation, that
African LDCs will require about $43,6 billion at constant 1980 prices. Concessional
assistance requirements which amounted in 1979 at 1980 prices to S3,6 billion should rise
at least four-fold to $14,4 billion by 1990 if the genuine objectives and targets envisaged
in the country presentations could be realized. In this regard he urged the development'
partners to give a sympathetic consideration to the proposals contained in the country
presentations and the Conference to come up with a number of specific recommendations'
related to changes in the composition of aid, the conditions on which aid is given and
the procedures which constitute the delivery system of aid.

10. According to the Executive Secretary, the preparation of an African position in res
pect of the various issues before the United Nations Conference in Paris is an all important
matter to which the Conference of Ministers should address itself, taking into account
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the resolution already adopted on the Paris Conference by the Swmit Meetina of the Organi

zation of African Unity last month in Nairobif calling upon the current Chairman of the

(WJ to address the Paris Conference on behalf of the Organization.

lie

,

He said that the annual meetings of the Conference of Ministers of African LDCs will

have a focal role to play in the review and monitoring of the inplementation of the Sub

stantial New Programme of Action at the regional, level, while ECA will continue to provide

the supporting and back-up facilities,
Therefore the ECA should be strengthened to cope
with the additional responsibility involved,

11',
Finally he requested the Conference to deliberate on the implenentation of the Sub
stantial New Programme of Action at the national and international levels, taking full
account of the necessity for continued interaction betwaen country, regional and global
monitoring of progress which is indeed crucial for the usccess of the Programme.

13. Ths Acting Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, Mr. A=N. Chiiruka
pointed oat that it.was in recognition of thr special problems of.Africa's least developed
countries that during their Extra-ordinary Economic Sumit in Lagos (Nigeria) the Heads
of States and Government of the Organization of African Unity paid particular attention to

the problems of Africa's "least developed countries. He recalled. Resolution OV^es.887(XXXVTI)
which was adopted by the Thirty-seventh Ordinary Session of the Council of 'Ministers of
ths OAU in (Nairobi) Kenya, requesting the Conference of Least Developed African Countries
(July 27-30) to, inter alia, "vrack out a common strategy in accordance with the relevant
sections of the Lagos Plan of Action, for the participation of African countries in the
forthcoming Uhi tod Nations Conference on the least Developed Countries as well as for the
iinplarientation aod foilov^-up action arising from decisions and recormendations of the
said Conference" „
Ko reiterated that a growth process through financial aid which entails
a series of conditicnalities that benefit only the donors or even increases disparities

between the rich and the poor, is no development at all.

He referred to the vast unexnloited

natural and hu ^.cCi resources of the continent and stressed the pressing need to urge the

international corrtnutiity to increase their financial and technological assistance to the
least developed cour.trios in order to enable them achieve national self-reliance.
j.4o

Finally he stressed his confidence that the Paris deliberations would make firm

cenmitments, pledges cind targets in those areas where special measures are called for in
order to improve the econanic conditions of tha African least developed countries.
15.
In his opening statement, Mr- Gamani Corea, Secretary General of UNCTAD and SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations Conference on the LDCs, expressed gratitude and thanks to
the Executive Secretary of the ECA for the roost fruitful co-operation and relationship
between UNCTAD and ECA which has always been good and is growina in closeness and intensity.
He also referred to the most valuable contribution by EC?, to the preparatory work of the
Paris Conference end paid tribute to the OAU for passing a resolution supporting African
WCs, to the UNDP for its assistance, and to the Director General for Development and.
International Economic Co-operation who helped immensely in mobilizing the efforts and
co-operation of the whole United Nations system for the success of the Conference,

16o

He further underscored the fact that this Conference is convening at a tine when the

documentation of t'ie Paris Conference has been comoleted and country revievr Tneetings have
been finalised. Having highlighted the progress rnade at. the Third Preparatory Comnittee for,
the United Nations Conference in arriving at a comran draft text of the Group of 77 , which
includes the I£)Csy on the Substantial New PrograrTC of Action for the 1980s'and in taking
decisions on the provisional Agenda for the Conference. and organisation of work and on the
rules of procedure, he warned of the limited tirse.frame for the Paris. Conference and underlined
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tlie vital need for a great deal of preparation on the part of the LDCs and on the part of
developing countries as a whole, prior to the Conference■ He further cautioned that a

great deal of time should not be wasted in negotiation among the developing countries to
reach a common stand, but that sufficient time should be allocated for substantive dis
cussion with the developed countries, He also referred to the disouieting economic per
formance of the LDCs over the last two decades including their weak structural charac
teristics and the urgency to bring about a reversal of past trends to enable then to^

attain cumulative growth and structural transformation. In the end LDCs salvation lies
in their own hands" They have indeed made the bulk of the effort to improve their deve
lopment record which was unfortunately frustrated, by the adverse international econcrric

environment and the inadequacy of international support.

He further warned that, the

Paris Conference should neither be the occasion to discuss in detail economic oo-operation

among developing countries nor be a forum for discussing generalities., Father, it should
concentrate on devising specific support measures and agree upon a broad order of magni
tude of the resource requirements needed on the basis of which progress could be monitored,

17,
Re concluded by saying that the Conference should,, in addition, help create a climate
of confidence between developed and developing countries and that the post conference
arrangements should emphasize not only the monitoring of progress at the global level but
particularly the need for a country by country approach to implementation.
18c

The UNDP Assistant Administrator and Regional Director for Africa, Mr, .Michael Doo-Kingue,

started his opening statement by conveying to the distinguished participants, the very best
wishes of Mr. Bradford Jforse, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme
(UfciDP) f for a fruitful and successful Conference,
He enumerated the various areas of
co-operation between LDCs and the- UNDP particularly the fact that most African LDCs will
receive two to three times more funds for their country programmes in 198--1986 than in
1971-1981.
19.
He referred to the vast livestock and mineral potential of some of the African least
developed countries and stressed the urgent need to ensure a substantial increase of assis
tance to IZCs on a predictable basis and, as much as possible, on a grant basis as well.
He also made reference to the declining export earnings. the. ir-pact of the energy crisis,
the lag in food production and the weak and undeveloped infrastructure in the LDCs and
stressed the need to articulate a national energy policy in each country and the urgency
of putting into effect the relevant recarmendations of Resolution 172 (V) made by UNCEAD

in Manila particularly the one vtfiich calls for ''provision of longer-term purchase arrange
ments for the products of the least developed countries by the developed countries when

ever possible"o Since it will take time to develop and implement the desired energy policies,
and considering that the total oil needs of African LDCs is relatively modest, he suggested
that a special Oil Facility in favour of the African ISCs be established.

':,£>„
The UNDP Assistant Administrator also referred to UNDPcs experience in mobilising
support from several sources of funds, for development purposes which is well established
and appealed to African IDCs to take, full advantage of it in organizing their review, and
carmitment meetings with their development partners rather than creating new mechanisms
and fora, the advantage and efficiency of which ?.re yet to be proved.

Seview of Socio-economic Conditions ii tlv: Least Developed African Countries
{Agenda itan 5)

——

21. Under this agenda item, the Conference noted that African ministers of the Ccmission
have had the opportunity to reviov/ together the performance in the least developed African
countries at tho last session of the 3CA Conference of Ministers held at Freetown in

E/HCA/CM.8/10'
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o

Ppril 1981. Ife Conference vras of the opinion tbt£ the discussion at that session remained
relevant and accordingly simply decided to take note of aocument E/CNo14/LDCs.I/2 Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1979-1920- Parts I and II-B and
document ST/ECAACCs.I/3Domestic Frcblat^ and Policies of the Least Developed African
Countries submitted to it by the secretariat which contained analysis of the oontinuing
bleak situation and prospects in the least developed countries; and to reaffirm the
determination of governments of least developed countries to accelerate economic growth
and social development with the help of the international connunity.

22 „

The Survey reviews developments in the African countries during the 1970s with

emphasis on conditions obtaining in the year 1979=
Section B of Part II of the Survey
contains an overview of developments in the least developed African countries as a group
during the period 1970-1979? and a review of conditions in the individual least deve
loped African countries.
Fifteen out of the 20 least developed African countries for

which data were available are covered.
This section has been prepared in response to ECV
Conference of Ministers resolution 397 (W) u*iich, inter alia, recaroended that the annual
Survey should contain a special section on the least developed African countries.
23.

The Survey shows the bleak picture of the present state and prospects of the least

developed African countries with a number of then sliding backwards with a negative per
capita rate of growth, and with mounting inflation and a severely deteriorated balance
of payment position making it oxtreriely difficult for many of these countries to undertake
short- and -medium-term planning.
In most of than, irport prices are rising rapidly and
the cost of capital formation required has to be continuously revised upwards.

24.
Document ST/ECA/nXs -1/3 - Domestic Problems and Policies of the African LDCs, analyses
the development problems and policies of the least developed African countries in the
past and examines their policy options and imperatives in thr 1980s,
Serious constraints

are in-posed on the development policies of tft^be- countries by formidable structural impe
diments, a tight denestic resource .'.situation anX"'sharp- fluctuations in available external
resources.
Under the circumstances, traditional policy instruments are of limited
efficacy in dealing with the development and os3rjri3tE)art problems in these countries and
for that matter, there i.s little that most of these countries could do unilaterally to

cope with their present predicament,

The docurrknt is-divided into five sections.

In

Section I, the structural characteristics of th$. least developed. African countries are
outlined? Se^ion IX. is devoted to an evaluation of their economic performance in the
1960s and 1970sThese, together v.'ith the analysis of their general development issues

and constraints in. Section III, form the necessary background to the discussion of their
domestic economic policies in the 1970s in Section IV and of their prospects and nolicy
options and imperatives for the 1980s and beyond in Section V.
Review of the country presentations of African LDCs
(Agenda item 6)
25. Undsr this agenda item, the Conference had before re document ST/ftCA/I£Cs.I/5, entitled;
"Review of Country Presentations of the Least Developed African Countries'^
26 0
The Conference took note of and expressed its general agreement vdth the analyses of
the macro picture and the projects and programmes of the country presentations as contained
in the document.
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32.

In the light of the document, the Conference; generally agreed that the set-un of

the review meetings offered a unique opcortunity and fonin for some exchanae of vinur

and ideas on the development problems and ^rcgrammos of the UCs, and for c^cb least

developed country to make fawn axic: aiscus^ it? d^cl-n^nt rians ?*r* ^-oarwiri for tbriaijit ^arxner.) in sortie cte^ail,

J criticisTE,

^i^Z
^
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and to receive preliminary reactions
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'
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uarded and
and not
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rt^rct
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Heview of progress under the Immediate Action Prror^rma, 1970-1981 (Agenda item 8)
34o

A representative of the secretariat introduced document f?T/ECr*AnCs.l/& en

"Review at Progress of the Inmediate Action Proar^c, 1979-193V

^recalled

phase one of the Comprehensive N^ Prograrro of Action for the Least r^elorrr

as set out in paragraph 1 of LTCTAD resolution 12? (v) called for-^
-

-Vs-urc-

!1An immediate effort to mott the critical situ-.tion of tho least develoDed

countries in the form of an Inm^diate Action Vrrcrev^c- 1379--1981 of areatlv

expanded assistance for the least developed countries, aij^d pt -"" "' '

"

(1) > providing an iitmediate boost to fe:ir economies and iirrediatG support for

: projects for the provision of th& r^ost nrensin^ social needs, and

i.i)

35.

paving the way for much lpxger longer-tern develoment efforts'1.

He drew attention to the written statements received bv UNCTAD fror the donor

c%mmity andthe fxndij^s of the ECl ministerial rpission^, to the /.frican LDCs

(document ST/ECT/UTs.I/?) which both confirm^ th^. th- rr^nse o^ ^c international

oanmunxty to; the call for supporting the nrogramme has ber^i 'venr nonr,

Sftn^hf,?;
?f3rVGd ^^ ^^ ^ n° noticeable WK in the ^fof
aid to the African least developed countries durlna tho period, m f^ r^st nf these
r^ ^

.

of -ret concern for tix.se countries i^lu^S^

grewth of agriculture resulting in high fc«3 deficits and 1-rcrc food i-nort hills- hiah
cost of nonufactureel sports; the fall in exr^rt e^ilmsr nnd'thc critical oierav'sito-

^f^,^6?3/ ^J ^?? of «5»cny utilization, and therety constitetc a serious
constraint to both short-term stabilization ,->nd long-term prograirrieF,

36.

It vras for these reasons, he continued, that most of the least -Vveloned Jvfrican

countrxes had elaborate short-tern action prcgr^res in thil^t^S^^tn
cover the first few years of the decade of the lSSOs. On tho besis of *e SsStion that
nothing short of doubling total ext^al .aid during the first fiw yeLfof Si^S

Me S^e.le^ deV^1°P?a MEicnn ^^^ to ir^l^ont thoL ^
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37.
It was the general consensus at:'the Conference that while the jptmefliate Action Prograrmie
1979-1981 may have lapsed timewise the problems''which it addressed still regain urgent,
programme should therefore net be dispensed with and discarded.
38. . The Conference was of the opinion that the immediate action programme as ah essential
ccrnponent. of SNPA for the 1980s should be fully pursued as a prerequisite for the Success

ful implementation of the SI3PA to bo finalized and adopted in Paris.
' Irmiediate mecLSures should,

inter alia, include:

(a)

pressing for a larget part of the short-term assistance in the foim of balance
of payirvsnts support which is more flexible and can be given readily *

(b)

commodity support particularly for oil, food and material inputs which could
effect an immediate boost to the utilization of capacity;

(c)

debt relief so as to ease the debt service burden, and

(a)

programme "assistance and multi-year aid programming.,

Ihe Substantial New Prograsirie of Actions Consideration of the draft resolution submitted

to tHe ^hird Session of~tba Preparatory Committee by tho Group of 77 on the Substantial
Mew'PrcgrarnaG of Action (A/COSF.104/PC/CRP.5) (agenda itan 9(A))
39.

Under this agenda item the Conference had before it the following documents? ■

"(i)

•

A/caiP.104/^C/CRPo5 - Draft resolution submitted to the Third Session of the

■ '"* """■ ■■Preparatory Coranittee by the Group of 77 on the Substantial Ngvj Prca-ramme of.
Actior;

(ii)

'■(iii)

■

ST/BCA/XDCs.I/l - Reports of the EC\ Ministerial Missions on Preparation^ for
the United Nations Conference on the Ijeast Developed Countries;
ST/ECa/IiTsoI/B - ?dd rodalitics in the Afriorn least developed countries,

"'40.'' In the general debate on ti"ie SNPA several issues were raisecu Some delegates -noted
that the statement of objectives as contained in" the draft resolution of the Group of 77
did not fully reflect the national goals and aspirations of the iifrican LDCs, In'thi^

respect, reference was made to docurrtent ST/SCVlECs ■ 1/3 - Donestic problems and economic
policies.

41 „
Tlie energy problans vrbtc seen as n serious constrain!-, to both the short-term stabili
sation and the long-term development, Many delegates pointed to the disturbing fact that
their oil import bill, even after seme stringent conservation measures, v/as absorbing
an alarmingly large part of their total export earnings leaving atest nothing for the

importation of capital goods.

The ratio of the oil Import bill to total exrort earnings

ranged between 30 to 90 per cent in the African least developed countries, 'Ihus while
most countries ware cf tho-vxew that long-term irsasures in the energy sector were necessary,

it was urgent and almost inevitable to vrork out seme short-term EDlutic^s.

Scry countries'

suggested that the oil-OKpcrting countries, particularly the. African oil-exjparting countriesr
could assist in this regard with measures such as a two-tier pricing systan favouring the
least developed countries, and/or an oil facility tailored on the example set by Venezuela
and Mexico in favour of the Central Aroarican and Carribean oil-irrmcrtinc cexsntries.
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The general consensus- finally agreed upon at the end of Conference therefore was that
energy be treated in its own right as a separate sector in the text of the SNPA.

42. On financial requirements and policies, the Conference generally felt that there was
need to strengthen multilateral institutions. In rdd.rt-.ion, it was urged that the Vfcrld
Bank should make a special facility for the IDCs to fund projects in critical areas like
energy. The Conference also noted that resolution 122 (V) adopted in Manila referred to
doubling of aid. It was, however, further noted that in view of General Assembly
resolution 35//.05, endorsed by the whole international comiunity, the target of quadrupling
should be supported. It was pointed out that in any case, the quadrupling of aid flows
to the LDCs }y/ 1990 iirplied only a -doubling of the average annual flows over the whole
decade.

43O

On aid modalities, the Conference-emphasized the need for the balance of payments

support to cane out more forcefully than is the case in the text of the draft resolution
of the Group of 77, It was also pointed out that it was necessary to enphasize the need

to take into account the possible effects of inflation in planning, preparing and execut
ing individual projects and progrsnTres.

Iftus it was necessary to consider aid require

ments in a more dynamic way. The Conference was also of the view that during negotiations,
a lot of emphasis should be put on problenjs of aid modalities.
44, With regard to technical assistance the Conference noted that the cost of experts and
studies was very high and continually- increasing thus giving rise to increased project

costs.

It was therefore suggested that itwas crucial for the individual cotmtries, with

the support of-the .international canrrunity, _fcq-train their own national experts.
45.

Concerning the iiriplementation, £bUow-^>^jT{n'^»Eing of the SNPA, the Conference tt

stressed the importance of having a high levefof partitxipation at Vt^OTPp Intergovern
mental Group on the IDCs so as to enable the taking of a concrete decision,

46= The Conference decided to consider the draft resolution submitted by the Group of
77 on the SNPA as the basic working document lor its deliberations. The Conference
decided to make cam nts arid suggestions on issues which are of vital interest to the
African IDCs but \*ich have not been fully reflected in tno draft resolution of the Group
of 77. With respect to emissions, the Conference took e. decision to limit itself to two
critical areas, namely energy and the inmediate action enrponent of the SNPA, even though
other issues such as human settlement were raised.

The ccrcnents and suggestions are

as set out below,

47,

The Gonference considered the drart resolution of the Group of 77, Chapter by Chapter.

Preamble

48. The Conference noted the serious omission of the immediate action component of the
SNPA in the overall text and recenmended that the following addition be introduced in the
preambles

"Recognizing that the immediate action component of the SNPA is a prerequisite for the
implementation of the Substantial New Programs of Action".

Ofce Conference also agreed to add in the last paragraph after the words "for the 1980s",
"including its immediate action ccmponent!\
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Chapter I
lo

Food and agriculture

Addition;

49. After parao 5 line 18 of the draft resolution, r«dd, aoo "in this connection, agri
cultural research and manpower training at all.levels tc meet the requirements of this
sector will be given due enphasist?.
50.

.Insert a new para.

(6) on page 4 of the same draft resolution as follows;

Fbod security

I^ast developed countries as a group are major net importers of foodIn the absence
of a viable international grain reserve, they vail require a guaranteed assistance frame-work that will withstand n. future wsrld food crisis and that can be installed without
long and protracted negotiations■ Recarrienclations as to specific forxi trade and. food aid
related recommendations that could be promptly put into effect for the benefit of the
least .[developed countries, should includes

(i)

A comprehensive set of measures to strengthen the ability of least developed
countries to deal with food problems in the short-term consistincr inter alia
of?

■

■

—

!—-

(a)

h food trade financing facility in which income compensation for increased
food import expenditure for the least developed countries becomes, a grant
with immediate disbursement in the year of the shortfall?

(b)

The inplementation of a food aid scheme for the least developed countries
that could be linked automatically and predictably to situations of food
shortage;

(c)

An increase in the international emergency food reserve, the present target
of which is 500,000 tons, to a more substantial volume- As the FAO target
of 500f000 has not been met, it is necessary, considering the worsening
situation of the least developed countries, that every effort should be made
towards achieving not only this target by 1982, but also fr-r increasing
it within the context of the substantial new programme of action for the
1980s in favour of the least developed, countries;

■i- :
■
■ '" *".~

(d)

The strengthening of the international information system to provide
appropriate and timely information about Production, trade and stockholdina
developments and policies in tho major producing and importing countries
in order to provide greater assistance tc the least developed countries md
their aid partners in predicting and planning for situations -requiring
emergency remedial measures,,

(ii)

A comprehensive ^ set of proposals to deal with long-term structural dv*ngos at the
national level in least developed countries designed to provide a permanent

solution to the food problem of those countries. Every country, given suffi
cient assistance, could take iinportant initiatives to reduce food insecurity
in the shcrt-ternu Such assistance should include investments in ford production
and processing, transportation and other infrastructure, ccrmtunications, early
warning systenjs, food distribution systems and food storage facilities.

E/ECA/CM.8/10
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A time-table should be agreed for the further negotiation and implementation of steps
needed, as well as for detailed estimates of the financial implications of such decision*
Energy

51-

Tlie following addition to Chapter I was proposed to reflect the concern of the African

LDCs on energy problems t

"In view of the severe problem, of energy that is at present one of the most
serious constraints for short-term adjustment and long-term development heeds of

IDCs, the international conminity should make available substantial additional

resources on concessional terms for balance-of-payipents support and the development
of energy potentials.
In this regard, existing regional and international
organizations should be strengthened, .and new ones created whenever necessary, to
adequately meet the pressing energy needs of HX:sP1.

Chapter II:

Introductory section

52.

.

.

.

&3& in the second sentence after the word SNPA, the following? IEand the immediate

action component".

Financial assistance requirements and policies

53. She Conference recarmends that the following be added to the second paragraph under
this headings (para. 32.) : "The Immediate Action Component of the SNPA for the least deve
loped countries should contain, inter alia, the following s(1)

(2)

Provision of substantial resources to give urgent and prempt relief to
critical cannodity shortages, specially of food and. energy;

Immediate financial assistance in the forn of debt relief and balance of
payment support to all least developing countries

(3)

Urgent and substantial emergency assistance measures in order to mitigate the
effects of natural and man-made disasters, including those resulting in
unforeseen shortfalls in resource mobilizations-

(4)

Provision of assistance for overcoming urgent bottlenecks in management,
maintenance, repair and physical facilities in order to obtain better use
of existing infrastructure and. industrial plants*

(5)

Immediate provision of. additional financial support for the nronnt inplementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Action for 1980s, including identification,
of projects, undertaking of feasibility studies and detailed preparatim of
investment projects as well as projects of social needs-

(6)

Urgent and substantially enhanced supply of inputs necessary, for agricultural
and rural development, such as fertilizers, purnns, etc-,, in' order to increase
production and productivity, especially of foodstuffs and cash crops?

Pago

(7)

Financial support for activities *t oarmnity levelr which "create jcbs

including support for local nrall-scalr. iahour intensive rural nubile

projects,

(S)

Assurance? on bil?t*.ral mO --uitiiaterai var.i<3 r1 "ulr --.■ aivcr) lv the inter
national camunity that ^dGouate resources are provided on assured and.
Toredictablc basis tc cepTnlensrt the activit.v.-:-^ of lo-^t ^cvolopec1. countries
t-shelves in this cricical /rut vital firrt u;.i "■.

After last sentence of r^ra 3*,- =*"!£.

of

"'^hich x.r:ulc. ijrrl" ^Oiblinrr if the average

annual flow is c^lcul^ttd for the dr^cade r>s* cavc^rcx3 vat'.^' tJ-.e ve^rlv "^verrae for thr

perirxl 1975-197957,

itftt-r first sentence of para.35; add' "Kcsources of the ^orlc1 *ank ^rrun particularly
the ID?., and the Regional Banks should be s-abstantiailv increased to the IDCs' takinq into
account structur?J transfomati.on needs, the rate of inflation and energ^^

Substantial N&v? Prograrme of .'..ction- Frer>arr.tion for the Unite?. I-^aticns Conference on
the Leoisst Devclopecl Countries - Orgrnizatira of vcrk cf the conference subnitt&d by
Chaiman of the Pr^>?rntrry CcyTrdttee (Agenda 'itor 9b) :\/CCM:\IQT/Pc7l~F)

54 B document wC£v>Fa104/PC/l^£, - or^ft Pr'^visionai .^cjen^a for t3ie United ^etions Confer
ence on the Least Devel.-ruS Countries ?xy3. ?ycCTT.10A/r>c/L6P - Oraajiiza^ion ^f ^rk of
the Cenference t^ere rado available to the Conference.

5rjo

The ^Confercric,, d^liberatcc on various oramisrtional natters for the r^arip Confer

ence. It urged the Croup ef 77 to incorporate its canmants cm6 additions on tho draft
text of the <;rcup of 77 on t>o ??■??. The Conf3r,.nce further ruuested its Chairman and

Vice-Cnaiman to call in person on tit current Chr.irn^ --.r -;. OT.U -rid the President of
eape- Verae resnecrively to civ^ -> r\:r=;onal r^ort rn i±c outecn^ of the Conference.

56. _ It suggested that tht Chaiman of the Conference s/>ruld act as the Chaiman of

.'ifric?ji Group at tJie ^aris Cnnferaicre,

57. _ with respect to the pirvisicnai ^-rida of thr^ Paris Onference

canisters reccir^end,.a tnat co-r::r-cr-ti^ of rho ir^r.i-::

the Conference of

-cf- c^^n^t --^ t---. src>-

should be discussea und^r agenaa icon 10 in Conritree 1 which deals vd-a= th*:. ^rl. ^

58,

The Conference furt-y.* ^r.^ec th-t -a f-r ar? r^pi;^ inti-iv.id.u->! o^^r,7 qt->^e-

1 ^i^S Ccnfcrcnc- ^^oul^ b- ^taaaered o/or the rc-riod of the Conference- and

a reflect -die Lagos rlan ef Action,

59

Th£- Conference al^o^reauestcd fet the -Mi .^ncl F(-, i-ati'i tiv a^ictance of UNCTAD,

S^^S^^^

** ^ ^-tarial facilities for the African

tc ^ distribution of the Bureau for the Paris Conference., the Confer

^ 1^°^ IXCS deCldCd ^ dOf-r COTS^^tion of this issue since

sultation v/as needed.
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^
61.

*

As a result of discussions

™ts^ recc^^^SifS S^t^V

or 7/,

Tnesc cements and rcc^end^.tions arc 3et nuc in the ™ to tSs

Eo^ncmic Ccmrdssion for Africa in ^i/our of -V T^'^ -^ 7 S

^^^^ ^ ^

mimmssm

be rr.?.de in Parish ^ tbo ^.ocnas3u«*^ airjg«3sted that oonnultetlcns should

session S S CcnSe^e

of

fxn£erenoR so ^ to determine the time for the next

to African te!St ^lopod County
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ANNEX I

Garments of the Conference of Ministers of African iDCs containing the position of the
African LDCs on the Draft Resolution subnittea by the Group of 11 on the SFJFA

The ECA Conference of Ministers of African IDCs at its meeting held in Addis Ababa
from, 2.1 to 30 July 1981 examined the Draft Resolution of the Group"of 77 for the United
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries. It expressed its appreciation to
the Group of -77 for the excellent work done and endorsed the draft resolution subject
to the modifications and addenda stated below.
Preamble

The Conference notes the serious emission of the Brmediate Action Progisrmie fran

tne overall text and recrmnends that the following addition be introduced in the

preambles

.

...

. :

.

?pgr that the iimiediate action component of the SNPA is a prerequisite for the
airplementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action,

The Conference agrees to add in the last operative paragraph after the words 'for the
±j«us

":mclix3inq its iranediate action ccn^anent".

Chapter I

.

Food and agriculture

The Conference recorrnends that the following be added after para.5, line 18 of the

draft resolutions ... "In this correction, agricultural research and maripewer training

tt fi ,7? *? raeet the rG<3uij:QTlents of this sector will be given due emphasis," and
that the following row paragraph be inserted on page 4 of the s.Tme draft resolutions
"Food security

least developed countries as a qroup are rajor net iirporters of feed.

In the

absence of a viable international grain reserve, they will" require a guaranteed assis

tance framework that will withstand a future T^rld ford crisis and that can be installed

^rSJL^

retracted negotiations.

Keconmendations as to specific focd trade

aid food aid-related reconnendations that cculd be pronptly put into effect for the

benefit, of the least developed countries, should includes

(i)

A oenprehensive set of measures to strengthen the ability of least developed

countries to deal with focd problems in the short-term consisting, inter alia, of;

(a)

A focd trade financing facility in which incme caipensation for increased

fcod import expenditure for the least developed countries becomes a grant with.
urmediate disbursement in the year of the shortfall?
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(b)

The implementation of a food aid schaine for the least developed countries
that could be linked automatically and predictably to situations of
food shortage;

(ii)

.;.

■

(c)

M increase in the international onergency food reserve, the present target
of which is 500,000 tons, to a n>ore substantial volume.
As the FAO target
of 500,000 has not been met, it is necessary, considering the worsening .
situation of the least developed countries, that every effort should be
made towards achieving not only this target by 1982 but also for increas
ing it within the context of the substantial new programme of action
for the 1980s in favour of the least developed countries;

<d)

The strengthening of the international information systan to provide
.
appropriate and timely information about production, trade and stock
holding developments and policies in the najor producing and importing
countries in order to provide greater assistance to the least developed
countries and their aid partners in predicting and planning for situations
requiring emergency remedial measures,

A comprehensive set of proposals to deal with long-term structural changes
at the national level in least developed countries designed to provide a
permanent solution to the food problen of those countries. Every country,

L

given sufficient assistance, could take important initiatives to reduce"'food
insecurity in the short-term.
Such assistance should include investments in
feed production and processing, transportation and other infrastructure,
communications, early warning systans, food distribution systems and food
storage facilitieso

A tiine-table should be agreed for the further negotiation and implementation of steps
needed, as well as for detailed estimates of the financial implications of such
decision.-■ ■- ■
Energy

The Conference views with serious concern the problsns of energy in view of the
serious constraints they pose to the stability and long-term development prospects of
the African IDCs*
It, therefore, recarmends that energy be treated in its own right
as a separate sector in the text of the SNPA through the following insertion;

"In- view of the severe problan of energy that is at present one of the most serious
constraints for short-term adjustment and lmg-term development needs of LDCs, the
international emmunity should make available substantial additional resources en
concessional terms for balance-of-payments support and the development of energy poten

tials i

In this regard, existing regional and international organizations should be

strengthened, and new ones created whenever necessary, tc adequately meet the pressing

energy needs of IDCs'\
Chapter II

Introductory section

The Conference recarmends the following addition to the second sentence after the
word SNPA? "and the iirntediate action canponent".

An.no;t I
Pp ■-■ •--

T

Financial assistance

least

countries

(2)

to

InmediatG financial assistance in the f-rn of dp

P^oait sup^rt to all least devclcp^ ^?

°f

(5>
projects!

sive rural loublic works

tesi.3

the i^ter-

^T^

s in this critics but

The Conferenco also re

ing be ,,dded: "which SSftpg

the decade as compared with the ye^lv
first sentence of r>-.ragranh 3S%P

particularly the k S'
LCCs taking^

^V

energy requirements"

f

the averaae -innual flows for

pScxrA

"f

After the

^ substartially increased to

needs, the rate nf inflation and

Conclusion

in the light

*****
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RESOLUTION CTJ TTOITICNAL ITEMS FOR ItCLUSICN TO AND

INCORPORATION WITH THE RESOLUTION CF THE GROUP OF 77 ON
THE SJBSTflHTIAL NEV' PROGRZifME CF ACTION (CCKTAINtXt 1TJ

The Conference of Ministers of the African IDCs,

^eg^^q resolution VOCNF.104/tc/tRP.5 that was adopted ^d referendun ty the

> of 77 at an expert level during the third session of the Preparatory Camdttee
for the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,
Expressing its appreciation to the outstanding work of the Group of 77,

Convinced that the afore-^nentioned resolution can be enriched by the additional

of a few pressing and vital issues,

RecatTOGnds t^t the Group of 77 favourably consider the decisions made by the
first Conference of Ministers of African LDCs and ensure their inclusion in the said

resolution.

E/ECA/CM.8/10
Annex

Til

ANNEX III

RESOLUTION REIATING 10 THE DECISION OF THE 18TH SUMMIT
CF THE HEADS CF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF OAU

The Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries

Recalling the QAU Council of Ministers resolution OS/Res .88 (XXXVII) adopted
in June 1981 in Nairobi on the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries, which decided, inter alia, that the current Chairman of the QAU
address the Paris Conference and recenmend to the Heads of State and Goverrffnent
to appoint a Head of State of the Group of Least Developed African Countries
to participate in the Conference,

Expresses its appreciation and welcones the nominations by the Assenbly of
African Heads of State and Government, of their Excellencies Mr. Daniel Arap Moi,
President of the Republic of Kenya, and Mr. Aristedes Pereira, President of the
Republic of Cape Verde, as representatives of the QAU and the African leeist
developed countries respectively to the United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries,Paris, 1-14 September 1981=

