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L. An African Environmental Cinference was organized by WEY in response
to @ reguest by the african menber States at the eleventh sessisn of the

UNTY Governing Council in say 1383 who adopted decision UGHER/GC.11/7 Part

8A on the matter. The African Governmonts roguestod the Executive Director
of UNEFF to convene the Ceonference, in co-operation with rogional organiz-
aticns zad institutions, to discuse national environmental priorities and
identify commeon problems worihy of a regional programme of action to deal
with the most sericus cnvironmaontal problems in Lfrica.

2. To implement the UWEP decision 11/7, the UNET Rogirmal Office for Africa
(UNEP/ROAE) which provided the secretariat services £or the African Environ-
mental Cenferonce, consulted with both BECL and 0LU on sevaral oceasions
petwecen 1322 and 1985, Tho 3 organized six subregiosonal caviron-

mental group {SREGs) moectings, culmincoting in the African Regional Export
mecting of all the SREGs in Lusaka, Jasbia in Arnril 1964, The Dremaratory

activities for thoe African Environment Craforonoe wore reported to the UNEP
Governing Council ot its thirteenth session in “ay 1985 who adopted UNEP/GC.13/5
decision on the matter. UNED then proceded  to prepare the report of tho
Executive Director for the Conference in consultations with ECh and  OAU.

Thz draft report was further discussed at a cting of African experts and at

@ United Hations inter-agency mesting, both of which wers hold in Goneva in
July 1985,

3. The African Snvironmental Cornference was held at the Heridian Hotel
Cairc, Sgypt, in wwo parts, 31y, an Hapert Group mecting frem 12 to

15 December 1985 followed by the Africon Ninisterial Conference on the
Environment from 16 &0 18 Secombar 1955, this report on the Conference is
presented in throe scctions, namely z background statement 2lready given
above, highlights of the deliborations, and finally the recomcndations made
for consideration by the £CA Conferconce of Ministovs at its twelfth sossion
in April 1938,

Highlights of ths Confoerence

4, Tho Arrican Envircnmental Zonfurence dealit mainly with developing a Cairo
Programme for African do-oneraticn and examining a rachinery for putting the
pregramm:z inte acticn.  The moin purpose oFf the Confercnce was for African
ministers and their experts responsible for environmental matters to discuss
thoir national enviroament l nrioritics and identify comson problems werthy

ei action to denl with the most uragont and gerious

enviromcntal preblems in frica (sco UNER/GC docisior 11/7/8a).

Calro Proqracoc For Lfrican Co-oparation

5, The Programe of hiction £or African Co-uparation on the Environnont was
based on o numbor of intra-african comnitmants for the protection of its environ-
rent such as:  the Lagns Plan of “otion and the Final Act of Lagos (1980) : the
Zegional Food Plan for »frica (19 he African Convention on the Congervation
of Naturc and Natural fesovrces (19 and nors recently the BCA Spocial
fBemcrandun on ffrica’s Feonomic and Zocial Crisie {1954) and the Reéional ?lan
f Betion to Combot the Impacts of Droucht in sfrica (1934) .




G, In acdition o the above iatra-lfrican regional commitments on the
enviconment, the maiority of IMfrican Suvernments are sunnorting, through
natisnal activitics, the £ollowing internntional commitments on the cnvirone
ment . namely:  the Plan of fctinn to Combat Dosertification (1977): the Max
del vlata dction Plan for the develownent and management of water resources
(1977} the %World Conservation Streatogy (1380); the world Soils volicy (13R2)
the World Charter far Hature {1982): and the Snited lations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (1982).

7. 1L of these regional eand istornational commitments aim at gpreventing the
deoradation of mnvironaont, enhoncing rehabilivation of the natural
resources bases, o ining solf-sufficioncy in food wid in enorgy production
and correcting the inmbalence between population growth and rescurces use in

the continont,

ce, the ~lopted Programme oFf Lotion oy African Co-oneratisn strives
o integrate envirommental concerne into ecclorically scund aevelopment at th
aational lovel whilst promoting subrosiconsl »nd recional oo ~operation in the
centinent to stlve common environmental preblems.  The Cairo Programmns toakes a
multidisciplinary apereach to the study of natural ceo systens on which dovelop-
ment is dCJ'nvb v by CEncentrating on
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of ffricin Unity (OA7) . which will implement the Caire rrogramme for sfrican
Co-cneration on Environment and Dovelopmont as gralt out in the report of th
African i Confercnee on the Mavironment (UNER/
Conference nistars may also wish o ond i
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2. In order to. continuc o mainZain the UNER regional prescace in the work
programng of ¢ wnich is

the economiz and sooisl isu

ithin thc Unl*eﬂ Nations systen to deal with
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the Cairn rrogyramse for African Q- +
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14, ¥or the 2frican winisterizl Conforonce -1 the Eavironren Lo tane over tno
environmental functicons of . and to : clojalv with the existing Joint Committos
of the Commission in its new rols as indica®o? in the last paragraph above, the
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16. By its resclution 408 (RVI) of April 1981, the ECA Conference of Ministars
decided to deal jointly with environmental and with human scttlements nroblems,
since it was a convenient practice at the naticnal level to deal Jointly with
these sroblems within the sqme winisterinal portfolic. Honce, the mandate of
the then existing Intergovernmeontal Regional Committes cn Human Scttlements

was extended te include environmental wmatteors with the establishmont of a

Jeint Intergovernmental fogicnal Committec on Buman Sottloments anpd Envircnment
in July 1931. This Joint Committee mocots overy 18 months and slans te hold its
frurth meeting in January 1987. In suggesting that the Joint Committes serves
as the technical working group of Afriecan cxperts for the African Einisterial
Conference on the Envivonment, the I o Sonforcenco of Ministers may alsc wish

to stress that human settlencnts policics, pragrammes and pricrities should

be incorporated into the terms of rofersnce of the African Ministerial Con-
ference on the Envirsnmnent with a suggested name change to African Ministerial
Confcrence on the Environmssnt sind Human Sctticments.






