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DEFINITION AND OBJECTIVES OF RURAL bEVELOEMENTL{_f_f.

s

Colln Clarke =3 sectorlal theory suggests that economic develepment

o involves a ehlftlng of emphasis ocn economic activitisg from the primary
- gsector to the secondary and tertisry sectors. According to the economist
o WLW Rostow, a predominantly agriocultural society should be" “4ransformed
. into a society chiefly engaged in industry, communicationsy trade and:
 SEeTVices.. 2/ Inother words; an economically advanced country"is characterized .
- by. the relatively secondary role played by agriculture,: forestry and fishery
© 7 in-relation to- industry and thé distribution of goods and services (trade;
-~ liberal profess1ons, public services, etc;Ju Should this be the case,.
.- the gquestion. that arises is whether the problem of rural development is no}
- an unreglistic problem or at least a problem of minor importance.in- so far
. 'as any efforts towards giving prominence o agriculture and other activities.
which have traditionally characterized rural development would result in

intensifying the backward trend of the national economy.  Without w1sh1ng

. to revive an 0ld quarrel of planners as to whether agriculture or industry
- should have priority as an instrument for. economic development, it:should

be recalled that under the conditions generally prevailing in the contlnent-
with which we are concerned - Africa - the problem of cloice does not usually

'fuarlse., ‘Rural activities-and agriculture in partlcular stand out asg the
- foundation of the economy. . : o

;o

Rural act1v1tles affect the majorlty of the economlcally act1Ve popu1a~

»tlon in Africa; A survey conducted by the United Natiovs Econémie- Commission -
- -for Africa indicates that, in 1960, the esconomically active “population

totalled.120 million workers distributed as follows: 77 per cent “in- agrim..

\;e,culture, 14 per cent in services and 9 per 'cent-.in industry.  The study adds
. that in time, this breakdown Wlll obviously vary but not at'a rate that will
make it possible to forecast any marked increase in job opportunities in the

secondary and tertiary sectors for rural manpower. Apart from the fact that

.- they ococupy and will, in the forseeable future, continue to occupy the 1arger g
: paxrt. of the economlcally active population in most African countries; rural- =~
:ffaet1v1tles are the main source of, the foreign currency reqplred'for rocur-
- ing capital goods. PFurther, they are the main if not. thesonly source of raw .

_J fmater1als for exlstlng or progected industries. Moreover, Tike Plerre'

. Moussa, we think that "development in the less developed countrlee ehould

above all be based on the expansion of agriculturz. The first reason is

that an ;ncrease in the overall national income is not the only aspect to

';:_/ Intreductery note’ by Koise C. Mensah FAO reglonal Tepresentatlve for

Afrlca.,.

'fh/ W W Rostow,'"Flve Stages of Natlons”ﬂ The Economn«t Auguet 1959
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be considered.. Its Histriﬁotion'eﬁbdl&.eleo be téken lnfb conglderation.
Development cannot be thought up as a stper-imposition of new urban
industrial entities on a: primit¥ive rural economy. Normally,. increased

- wealth resulting from development shOuld be shared among the entire popula-—

tion, and this can only be achlevea by endeavourlng to develep agrloulture

nfltself” ‘i/ . R L ,

It can there?ore he seld that, whﬂle they are not the jiit:Te features

::of eoonomlo development, rural act1v1t1es at.least: in Africa-underlie the

expansion . of the other sectors. Rural develOPment ‘can therefora, by &

i:ﬁ_procese of chaln reaotlons generate the development of other seotors: ‘of the
T economy.

"Thle Warrants 2 -close examination of the problems ‘that will arise.
But the _purpose of this note is simply to try and give some definitions and
to rTecall certaln 1deae ln_therllght of_whloh these problems . can be profitably

A praotloal deflnltlon of rural develogmeﬂt is not very easy. The

ET dlffloulty etems from the fact that the idea of development ig a. complex
weone and that the term rural 18 even more oompllcat di S s :

The 1dee of development 1mp11es two otherso- a quantltetlve conoept

JTtranslated by the term growth and a qualitative concept rendered ‘fairly

accurately by the idea of well-being. Economic growth is a phenomenon
measurable in terme of increased national lnoome or per capita: 1ncome, or

ltagaln the " number of Jjobs created. The second aspeot of. the: concept: of
"development is of a qualitative nature. It can be said that, while economlo

growth indicates a hlgher standard of living, develorment 1mpllesg iht

_ __iaddltlon, favourable changes in the way of 1ife, a-complex notion dlfflcult
'T_fto quantlfy and which encompasses such various factors as the mature of
industrial activity, duration of work,. transport, reoreatlonal aotlvltles9

:hhou31ng9 heal*th9 etca

In the 11ght of the foreg01ngﬁ we mav 88V that Tura} development p

_ jfthe outcome of 2 series of guantitative and gualilta’t 1ve_ohanges ocourring
" . among a given rural population and whos2 converging gffects indicate - in

tifle a rise in the standard of llvlng and favourable ohanges in the wev of
llfe.‘ R L . T CoL

Thls attempt at a. deflnlulon shows that rural develoyment should ‘be

' analysed both from the standpoint of increased production, whichk logically

promotes increased revenue, and from the standpoint of social advancement
arising fram a higher level of production snd inccme. Further, the ‘definition

takes into acoount the time factor. which suggests tihat rural. development is
a greduated process. The idea of stages developed by the economist W.W. Rostow

1/ Pierre Moussa, Nations Proléteiree, P.U.F.s 1959,

adl
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is an imporftant ome because it edables the .planner fo-diagnose the pregent
stage of the economy and to assess various phases of activities to WhluP
E aenroPr;gte Hetbhods of action shOuld correenond Accordlnw to Fostow,
..there sre five phases in the prOGeSS of economig development mhe Alrut
-phase covers what ig known as theé traditional society. The .second is a
traisitiondl atage durins which the economic structurss undergo the uuapgce
‘requlred by ths third phase,; "take-off phase! which, as in acronauiics
- ig the esgentlad phase of the development ‘process. The Makes off!, ecoo¢¢
2 dng o Bogiow's own de;lnlt:on ig a reeatlvely short pericd of two or three
-,decades durlng whlch the economy and the society on which it deeendq are
.. so transformed thay ecenamic growth becomee more or less self’sustetn e L/
S Phe next phuse3 which is “the fourth stage is therefore th@t of self-
sugtained grewth, At the 1aqt stagee W8 have the hlgh mags coquump%LOH
,stmges.~, T . : ‘ _ e e e

i_;III Obgeet*ves of rurel aevelqpment

, Tae main: obJec,tlven that can be set’ 1n rural developmenﬁ are, ac
‘already. suggested, dictatéd by the salisnt features of the rural enonomw

. of- the society concernsd. - Considering Africa as a whole, the most‘etr1k1nmr

:feetures of 1ts rural eGOnomv can be 1dent1f1ed as folloWSF;

(1)3 Limited techﬁl g, rnowledge uharacterlzed by relatlve t"cndo!ogv
*-f-“utagnation which, Tfollowing the standard pattern of " bﬂe cious
-+ sizele of under-development, is at the same time the cauee 200
.- the consequence of wrong land ut tiligation,; Lnder employment of
- the. available rubal manpower, a relatively low Qer cgpltd income
' and hence; a chrenic saortege of capital for flnan01ng rural
equlpmenﬁ-

a(E)a'Woak supervisory structures for Mural producers ‘and Ial'lnb rural
- dngtitutiens, and partlcularly the 1nadequate o;gennzmtlon ol
- the domesti¢ market resulting in a marKed® tendency ‘t6 develop
. export crops (in- Laet, ‘export monocultu%@ which are cfteu Cihe
.enly pnofltalle ones o

- . On: uhenba51s of these data, we admit as a fact that our Afrlcau;
_eeonomzes ave.in the transitional phase between the’ tradltﬂona’ sool by
and the isake-off stage (the “techniques usually lag behind, but the =¢ Eomy :
ig incr aelngly oriented towards marketu)c in the. clvcumsteneee, two :
series of objectives for rural developmént may he eehemaulcallj suggested:
ehovAa ‘ﬂ*mudlumwuerm ob3e0u1ves oh the one hand, aiid, Iongeruterm ObJCuﬁjvhnr
the other. - : : : ' :

——

';/ WoW. Rostow - The Process of Heonomic Growth, Oxford, 1960.
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_A,_ Short—and med;um-%erm ob3ect1ves

! Taklng an, easy gulde mark, these obaectlves mlght cover a flve-year
1d&9 i, eﬂ; ‘the duration of a- flve-year phase of the . development’ “plan.

Lr;Durlng that perlod, we thlnk an attempt should be made- to achleVE fOLI
‘_fmaln goaTS,_ L S - ST S

Flrst goal. To Work for ar 1ncreased Qer caglta 1ncome for the

'w ec0nom1ca11y actlve poPulatlong and henoe for the entlre poPulatﬂonee This

aim ig Jusﬁlfled by the fact that there is a wide -gap beiween the income

of-workers in the rural sectors particularly in agriculdture,.and: the income

af workers in other sectors. A study of aocuments .such as: development nlans

,:and “Natlonal Accoun%s" indicates ratios of the order of 1 +to®10 when
" comparing the farmer's income with that of the industrial worker.. -This

ratio dreps to 1/20 when comparing the income of the peasant with that of
an empioyece 1n the services sector. Such differences are’ apt o foster
frustration among certain social classes vig—~a-vis other citizens in the
same country. An point of fact, this is the real: explanation-of the ruisal

. exodusu In hie book "Soolologle des. Bragzzavilles-noires’, Georges-ialandier
-T;mentlons a. soclologlcal strvey which enabled.him. to- dﬁtermlne the: reasons
‘for the drift of rural populations towards the . towns. In hig opinien,

"family influence" plays only a secondary role {in 25 to 30 per cent of
the cases). Bconomic consideraztions. are. the main reasons, . Even in a casa

of "family 1nf1uenoe”, says Balandier, the initiative is economically
. determined and it generally comes - from the benefactors.. '"An aged ian would
. "like to have a few young relatives around to help him or bécause he is
©  already thlnklng of his successors.  An slder brother invites his youugez
'brother to come o town in order %Yo help him try his 1uck“ l/.

Increased wages for . the rural worker may come el'bher f:r:-om an increase
in his output or from higher prices; or, may be the combined effect of
both@, A wage pollcy based on high prices.is not reallstlc, for it brings

:[about inflation within the country, and this decreasses the actual purchas-
ing power of any additional income. - Further, such:a policy may reduce

export opportunltles and make products less competltlve.

. Conversely, a drop. in prices may have an udverse effect on. product;ong
It ma; tend To cancel out the profits expected as- a regult of +he elfor-

'

Increased 1noome of the rural worker uherefo"e 1mplles an inocreage

L 1n hls product1v1ty as well as guaranteed stable prices... The worker’'s

1mproved productivity indicates technological progress and hence a bhetter
yield by the production fuctors (land, capital, and labour). As regards
price stabilization, it can only come from a rational storage and markeurr&

policy planned and. applled by the- public. authorltles.

l/ G. Balandier - Sociologie des Brazzavilles noires, Paris, 1955.
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: 7. Second goalt . To.ensure the maximum  coverage of the population's

- food needs: .. Africa’s population is now around 300 million; with an
~annualk-growth rabe of 2.5 per centi it ig expected to double by the end

;of the century. From the study of the curves indicating population and

- Tood: produstion trends in Africa over ‘the last ten years,;. it can be seen

that: these curves .have anprecia®bly the same slope. In other words;. per

capita food production has heen at a standetill. Thus taking 100 as the

base, the mear index number of per capifa food productlion for the years -
w=1952~1956 the trend between 1960 and 1967 is as fOIIOWsa-l/ ‘

T 195@ 1961 | 1962 1963 1964 . 1965 - . 1966 1967
105 100 104 105 105 - 103 100 104

I%fdanfbé seénrihaﬁgggr capita food prbductibn iémarkihgtime. 'Iﬁfpoint,

) of fact, the above figures, which are for the continent as a whole,.do not

take into aecount certain situations where production tends to decline.
o Moreover, the figures gnoted indicate that by maintaining the present

. sitwation, the prospects of improving the level of nourishwent of the
population of Africes as a whole are almost non-existent. An effort. should
therefore be made %o increase food production at a clearly faster tempo
than  the rate of demographic growth. This effort should cover both the

‘7{ quantitative and gualitative asmpects in order that nutrltlonal needs may

.be taken into account.

When con51der1nw the contlnent‘s food productlon it should be borne
in mind that while some countries, as we have stated, undergo shortages
-0thers are already emncumbered with a surplus. Hence the need for regional
co~operation. This is why the initiative taken by the 04U, assisted by
FAQ, to establish regional storage centres which are verztable savings
banks for staple food.products, is to be encouraged as an impartant step
forward in ths organlzatlon of agricultural marketing chains, the startlng
_ poznt for in*ra-regional. trade the development of which is vital to-Afrisc
- ceconomic. growth.  Further initiatives at sub-regional level, such as shﬁ
- project for grain stabilization in Centrql and West ﬂfrlca answer. & Slmlldr

- nead.-.

, Thlrd goal° - :
. To increase exports and reduce imports, thﬂrebv augmenﬁlng the
availability -of foreien currency: Most African countries are in urgent

.. end inereasing need of foreign- currency for equipment and, “in-'some cases,
o for the impori of foodstuffe ihat they canno® produce in . the immediate

future. . .For some .0f these countries, the problem of . the balancé: of itrade
' and the balance of paynents 1s becoming 1ncr9351ng1y acute. ' Increased
exports of agrlcultaral, forestry and fishery produoe usually offer an
immediate solubion to these dlfferent problems.

§

;/ FAO ~ The State of Food and Agricul ture, 1968.

\\
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Whlle forelgn ald appreclably helps to remedy weak public flnance and

. ‘national savings, it should nevertheless be regarded as a temporary solu-
~ tion ag far-as grants are concerned; it can be very costly when loans are
- contcerned. Moreover, the gources of luaus are wary of. a country with a

weak currency and shaky finances.. A trade balance and balance_of payments -
that are favourable op better still., show a surplus make for sound

. financial standing and inspire confidenca abroad.

. o mazrimize the woluns of fnrnlgn FU““eﬂcy available, -efforts directed
at increased exports should go hand in hand with a reduction in imports.

'We have Just pointsd out that some countries are still compelled to import
" food productz which they cannotb produce in the immediate future, Within

five years, however, it may be possible to modify certain trendss For
instance, a maize cr rice importing country, granted favourable soil and
climatic conditions {fortunately +this is often the case in Afrlca) nay
hecome self-sufficient; indeced it may become.s minor exporter in less than
five years. There are examples which deserve to bs studisd and followed.

‘The sub-reglonal rice develepment project in West Africa is hased on such

examples. If thisg project is satisfactorily.compleied, the sub-region will
have foreign currency savings of mors than US§L50 million a ysar.

| Fourth goal: Io reduce the rural exodus and un&ernemployment'in the
countrysides -African agriculture is stagnant and Africa is threatened

- with hunger becsuse, among other reasons, the economicazlly active popula-

ticen actually engaged in JTarxn work id8 growing old and may not -be replaced

-at a satisfactory rate. With some slight exaggeration; one can say that

our children are bsing fad by their grandparents and that our grand-
children run the risk of not being fed by anybody, sinbe we ourselves
and our children are cegserting the oountrysldeo

Ascording to a siudy nade by the Uaited Nations Economlc Commission

'_for Africa, 45 per cont of all Africans are under 15 years of age and

80 per cent of these young peo;le live in rural areas. But it is well
known that they are oniy waltlng for the first oppertunity to guit the

,country51d - We have already indicated that the force which dr iveg them

towards the towns is esgsentially economic., Theoy cannot be made to stay

~in thelr rural suvironment unless the economic problem facing them 1s

solved to thneir satisfaction. Tha® is a2 wvejor obisciive for any rural”
development programie in Africa, since the available humen resources must
be mobilized and used produciively where job opportunities exist. On the

-.other hand, vthese young people represent the fuiture of their nations and

of the continent; consequently, their fate cannot be left to chance without

_incurring serious socizl and politﬁcal dargars. The consideration of this
.problem will therefore be.one of “lzmsjor points deal?t w1th ir g further

paper to be preSHnted to tne Confprende.
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- Beo Long-term obaectlves {20k 30 years)

If we agrse thatl the shortwfl_-medlum—term obgectlves cover a

':_preparatory period ‘during which the pre—CCndltlon"'for take-off as already
~defined would be laid down, ke long—term objectives (a period coverlng

two or three decadss) should correspond to the: os+abllshmcnu'of a rural
economy with self-sustained growth.: This phase of economic develoPment :
is characterized by the fact that the investment rate 1acreases in such

-a way- that per caglta production rises and this initial increase brings
-about radical changes in production teéchriguss and in %the arrangements;

regarding income flows which establish the new mcale of- investment and

‘:”,consequently perpetuates the upward trend of per caplta productlon. ;/

As deflned above, takn-off Tre- uppoaes not only changes in technlcal

'ahd economic -plang, but.also social changes. As regards ‘the transformation

of . the -economy,  the question arises Whether,such a transformatlon can be

v,attrlbuted to the gxpansion of agriculture or wheither” on the" contrary,
- industrialization is not the best instrument. ¥We shall once more refer to-

Pierre Moussa 2/who observed that even if one considers ‘only the increase
in the total income leaving aside the merits of agvlcultura as ah eguitalle

‘1; ,means for the disiribution of the naticnal income this iincrease is usually
.. obtained more cheaply in agriculture than in other sectors, . - The resson is
. that. agriculture already exisis in the less developed countrles, whereas

other. sectors ‘have to be established from scratch. P. Mougze adds that
in many cases, considering all the econcémic activities gt the same cost,
the most profitable investment is to provide the villages Wlth exten51on

‘:offlcers to teach counury foTk bettnr worklng methods,

It can never be over*emph351zed that 1ndusbrla¢14 tion requlres a

ﬂ‘pruductlve agrlculture which -is both a source of svpp¢J and an outlet

After thes° pre11n1na1y remarks, what can tne 1onﬂ—u rm obgectlves

: of & rural development programme bé? "We have in mind two main'objecbives.'

'“/ W.H. Rostow _ The Process of ECOnOﬂlC_GrOth

h/ Plerre Moussa - Natlonm *rolfualreso
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First objective: To ensure the gradual transition from: the. status
of peasant to that of farmer: By "peasant status’ we propose to describe
a situation charaoﬁsrlzed by technological vackwerdness and lack of economic . | ‘
knowle&ge.t He use the tevm "farmer status" to dsfine. & Yype of agricultural - . =
prOd“cer WhO,Wlth exporience  and adeguate. prOduPEJOP fa - Can ach1eve='
results under: favouraolp aoonomic conditieng- This co respordﬂng R
' %0, what Rostow calls 'radical changes in prodvctlon tnchnlques", g A
necessary, sance ﬁhe pvoductzca systems applied in the traditional rural -

. economy hardly make it possible to. rise above subclsience level. ~This

meang 1ittle or na. 0pnmrtun1ty te save and thevefore practically no in- .
vestment capa01ty. As . we have already said,  bake-oif-calls for increased

' 1nvestmentol It Wlll thsrefore be necessaly - to apply in. thes rural’ sector
© ‘methods that ensure & high-level of per capitz U“Odu0310ﬂ5 and hence a

~level of income allowing savings 1ead1ng to a hlgner rate:of investment.

'_ Thls is all the more important as agriculturs, rorestry and fishery snould
,not only finance their own dew eTOEmmn “but also provide resources for

1ndustrlal deve;opment Apari from the eoogomlc needs; the fransformation

f of rural gconomy, particularly themcdernizzbiion of agriculture, also L
_, ansWers gsocial needs, particularly in relation to the youth problem. The
© . achool attendance rate is rising in the rural areas., This is reflected

“in an indressed willingness 0 acceph: 1nanva%ioﬁs and reject the traditional .
.Working methods and way of life.. So.lcag as it cannot e used in the
:. secondary ‘and uertlary ssctors, this potentlal manpsyer open to progress

should be. ohannelled‘lnto haghhy al,actlvzule especlally agrlculture.

: Second objeotlv To reorlent and &1VG£SlfV rur37 actzvatlese -
We ‘have defined ths rural sector as essentially made up of agriculture
(1nolud1ng livaestock ralqlng) forestry and sthery. Thig definition which -

. corresponds to.the present image of African Ture coneny -(ag we have
o shown 1t) is, however, theoretically 1nacouratec Undmr a. raJlongl pollcy

of national physical planning the farm 'rural'’ sould be siretched to cover -
"INDUSTRY" as well as "AGRICULTURE". We weuld thsrefors suggest that
‘rural development cen noe. longer he whole 1d&at1f*ed with agrlvultural
develoPment

The diversification of rural activities inm in fact A necessity and
 should be achieved once the basic OondluLOﬁS are fTulfiil eda 1t is jdstifiéd "
by -the following reasomst . Co e I

(a) Witk technological'progressf & developing agriculture gradually.
~and necessarily releases menpowsr that has bescre redundant and
unnecessary in the agricultural holdings:

R ey

e e SRR Lo S T
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{b) On the other hand, agriculture is in growing need of increasingly
... complex mervices which should be made available by specialized:
non-agricul tural or para=~agricultural compsnies (@t the pre-—
production stage: Tfertilizmer, trading firms and repair work-—

~ ghops for farm machinery and building firms; at the post—produc—
ction stages  organization responsible for. the storage and -
marketing of products tor the supply of varlous consumer goods,
;*etc.),=- S
(c) Economic progress J,mpllec that extremely thorough processing
‘};structures are to be found -at the post-productlon,stage of
fxagrlouTﬁural production:  That is an essential condition for
" ..the best.possible valorization of productiony Whether 1t relates
to agricultural,. forestry or fishery. - :

Thls ‘is. where 1nduetr?allzat10n comes in.. M"Industrialization is so

,;commonly‘regarded as.a ba31c aspect. of development that these two nouns
...,are often used as. synonymb... The psychologyof the under- developed
Agecountrles should be taken into account. A faotory chimney here has the
. value of. a myth. It 1nd10ates a country g achievements and its status
. in the modern world. Therefore9 in addition to the objective reasons

“"for 1ndustr1allzat10n, we may. add this further reason:. the absence of a~

'Ifactory chlmney creates a social complex”. 1 ; :

; In our'bpinioh’thie assertion by_Pierre Moussa reflects a psycho-
sociological reality, but we prefer to suggest that industrialization
based on agricultural raw materials from the land is a means both of
creating and diversifying employment and,in the case of subetltute agri-

";cultural 1qdustr1es, a source of foreign currency saving. -An 1ndustr1allza—
“tion policy can envisage nedium—-sized agricultural 1ndustr1es as. Well as

multiple small—ecale, sema—lndustrlal, or industrial units, baeed on. the

;1ntenelve utlllzatlon of the labour factor (manpoWer) rether than capital.

Be51des the dlvers1f10atwon of act1v1t1es, amely employment 1n

'“rural areas,; o further cbjective should be the reorientation of agricultural
"productlon.' In the developed countrlee, rural economy is characterized

by the fact that it is prlmarily oriented towards domestic needs,'expart—

_?ilng only the eurplus and at tlmes selling this eurplus at subsidized
""prlces._ S1m11arly, agrlou’tural production. patterns in the take—off phase

‘alould flret of all be formulated in terms of domestlc needs and ehoutd
aim, inter alia, at the follow1ng goaleow

'~ To satisfy the national food needs fully from the quantitative
and qualitative standpoint; but qualitative improvement should
- have priority over the gquantitative aspect, since higher income
logically brings about an improvement in the dietary quality and
the broadening of the spectrum of the products consumed;

1/ Pierre Moussa — Nations prolétaires.
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e To support

,1mporued.;

industos ializafion DBy providingia wide’ range "of raw

I AR

Ematerzalé|;or 1ndustr1esg particularly those permitting the
"substluuzlon of locclly manufactured gecds for those usually

Such & DOlle enpures that: in the take-off phase the econémy is not
unduly dependent on theé outside, and it tedudes the element of risk of
being very much exposed o world price fluctuations that may wviolantly
' JeOPardlze the p?ovress nade oFer long years of t011,

As oan be seén, the. ubdect¢veb propesea in: rural development lmply
economlc and social fields, which
are linked ‘o one another, for uechnologloal progress’ engenders economic
pTOg“f‘ess5 which 1n turn - br:an about social advancement.

'changes in thr

Fi6ldss ~the technical,

L A detalied study of these three components as Well ‘as an analy31s of
problems posed by the 1m3;ementat10n of development ob;ectlves Wwill’ be

dealt with in furthe* papers.

Suffice it +to recall that" these are human

probléms, as are *he problem of economic incentives and that of recept1v1ty

L to innovations and social change.

Further, they are ‘technical and &conomic
- a8 in the cade. of plannlng, increased production arnd 1ncome, the che1ce

of” agrlculzural speculatloﬁ, and market organlzatlonu Underlylng the

possible solutlons to all these problems is obviously’ education whether
descrlbed as agrlcultural extension, iiteracy drive or rural promotlona

;Summarv and conn1u51ons,_

Rural acu1v1t1es conot1tute the bas1s of economy 1n Afrlcao Consequently,f

,rural develorment depend.0 on the contlnent‘s economic and seclal advance-

. ment, This: development nust 20 through several stages the most 1mportant

of which is. the take-off phage, which. 1nplles technologlcal progress, the
transformation QI ‘economic -structures and changes in the social field.
These changes generate gself-sustained growth which enables the rural masses

~to attain better living standards,
. achieved: through

i

This result ‘however, can only be

devpl*pmeju 0vogramme which, spells out the shorﬁ~
,jmedlum—ana Longwn\Lm Vailyo it 1ad GUALE
sufficiency in regard to food for the population. concerned, the creatlon
of Jjobs. the dlverslfjcatlon of rural activities and 1ncreased per. capita
income all of which are xactors that contrlbute ralsing the 11v1ng '
standard and 1mprov1ng the. Way of llfe of the rural populatloﬁa

“¢ be achieved. ares

self~

. s e e



