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EDITORIAL CO~W1ENT

Fairly good progress has been
made in the preparation of ECA
statistical and economic infor
mation publications largely
because of improvement in availa
bility of data resulting from the
country visits organised earlier in
the year. It is hoped that a similar
round of visits will be poss~ble in
1973.

This issue contains a review of
the recent working group on house
hold sector statistics. The topic
is of special interest because data
on household production, consumption
and income distribution are par
ticular weaknesses in many African
countries. The meeting had useful
discussions on means of improving
data collection and on the treat
ment of household statistics in the
context of national accounts.

Two new regi.cnal e t.a t i.s t i.ca.I
advisers have joined to ass i st
current population censuses in the
region, one in domographic statis
tics and the other in uanpl ing,
Other field activities including
those in national accounts and
economic surveys have continued.

A census pre--tabulatio.d pro-
cessing workshop was organised in
Addis Ababa from 1 to 17 Nove~be~

for English-speaking cc '"ntI·icc;. A
training course on ,opul~tion in
Quiries for the Fronch language group
was held in Rc.bat from 16 Ootobor to
10 November. Both projects were con
ducted with the assistance of the US
Bureau of Census-

A revised list of QddroSD9s of
heads of statistical offices is con
tained in this :_bsue J
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STATISTICAL ADVISORY SERVICES

N~tional accounts

From 24 October to 6 November the regional adviser Mrs. Nguyen
visited the Gambia. Previously selected tables on national accounts
were compiled for the fiscal years 1963/64 to 1970/71, the estimates
for the latter part of the period being only proVisional. The work
was done by an expert of the Ccmmonwealth S~cretariatwho came to the
Gambia each year for abcut two months to collect and prepare the
relevant economic statistics for the bUdget in June. Since the Gambia
now has a resident statistician at the Central Statistical Office a
visit by the regional adviser was requested in order (i) to review the
work previously undertaken ani recommend the possible improvement in the
development of basic data and method of estimation; (ii) to draw up a
wcrk p~ogramme for national accounting with a view to adopting a simple
version of the revised SNA; (iii) to set up worksheets for the estimates
of various sectors of the economy and give guidelines for the cal
culation of estimates.

From 4 to 21 December the adviser undertook a mission to Sudan to
finalize the national accounts for 1969/70 and 1970/71. In addition,
she prepared a d0tailed methodology covering current procedures and
giving guidelines for future work. The national accounts estimates
for 1969/70 and 1970/71 were established on a fiscal year basis,
whereas the accounts for the years 1966 to 1969 had been compiled for
calendar years. The attempt to prepare the estimates, according to
budget year, however, led to problems in adjusting basic data and it
is likely that future estimates will be on a calendar year basis. In
the accounts fcr 1969/70 and 1970/71, as in the former ones, the
reccmmendations of the revised SNA were closely followed as far as
available data allowed. Although the private consumption expenditure
figures were obtained as residuals in these accounts, an effort was
made to compile comparable aggregates for the whole country (including
the three southern provinces) using the results of the 1967/68 household
budget sample survey. It was recognised that while the latest estimates
were more refined in methodology and presentation, the quality of basic
data used still needs to be much improved. This situation is not
peculiar to the Sudan but is common to most of the countries in Africa.

There is a very great need to improve the direct estimates of
agricultural output in many African countries and data on producers'
and consumers' prices should be developed. Studies on cost of production
are also necessary at least for the main crops for the calculation of
value added.

Independent checks of production data should be made by using
figures On foreign trade and on consumption. For estimating subsistence
production more accurately, rural consumption surveys will have to be
carried out on a periodic basis.



- 2 -

Industrial statistics are generally better al though the in;fq;rrnation
gathered in different censuses or surveys is often not appropriate or
detailed enough to enable the establishment of the consumption, income
and outlay accounts , In addition, in a number of countries access to
documents at the department of taxation is not easy in spite of the
fact that those 'documents are a valuable source of information for
national accounting work.

There is no doubt that with more adequate surveys and a better
utilization of administrativestatiutics available in the fields of
government aoco~~ts, external trade, balance of payments, income tax
statistics etc., countries wo~ld be able to improve their national
accounts estimates.

Report on activities during the fourth quarter, 1972

Mr. J.G.C. Blacker undertook a mission in the Gambia from
20 September to 10 October, when he examined the results of the pilot
census which had been held in April 1972, with a view to finalising the
questionnaire and tabulation programme for the census of the Gambia
which is to be held in April 1973. An unusual wealth of material was
available from the pilot, which had covered a sample of over 10,000
persons. In addition to the completed questionnaires, over twenty
computer tabulations of the results had been produced, while tape
recordings had been made of some sixty interviews between the enumerators
and householders; these interviews had'been translated from the vernacular
languages into English, transcribed and duplicated.

From Bathurst, Mr. Blacker proceeded to Sierra Leone, where a
complete census of the country is being planned for April 1974. An
extensive pilot will be held twelve months before in April1973, and
Mr. Blacker's principal task there was to draw up a questionnaire to
'be used in this pilot. It is also proposed that the pilot should cover
a nation-wide sample selected ona probability rather than a purposive
basis, so that the results 'can be regarded as representative of the
country as a whole. In particular some preliminary estimates of the
levels of fertility, mortality, and the rate of population growth will
thereby be obtained, which are urgently needed for planning purposes.

Mr. Blacker left Freetown on 24 October and flew directly to Addis
Ababa, where he assisted with the Census Pre-TabUlation Processing Work
shop which was held from 1 to 17 November. He then proceeded to Khartoum
on a two-week 'Jission concerned with the forthcoming census of the Sudan,
to be he~d in April 1973. Here again his principal task was the final
isation of the ouestionnaire.

After another brief stop in Addis Ababa on the way back, Mr. Blacker
undertook a one-week mission in Nairobi from 7 to 14 December where he
reviewed the draft or the final volume of :-,e report on the 1969 Kenya
Census and the work programme of the Demographic Studies Unit which has
been established within the Bureau of Statistics. This work programme
includes extensive field experiments in data collection procedures, and
a nation-wide demographic sample survey to be held in 1974.
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On returning to his duty station in Uganda, Mr. Blacker was
informed that a cabinet directive had been issued to the effect that
all births and deaths in Uganda are to be registered with effect from
1 Januar~ 1973. He therefore participated in discussions with the
Registrar-General, the Ministry of Health and the ~tatistics Division
on the design of the registration documents and procedure to be adopted.

Mr. Rehlin spent the period 8 to 24 October in Madagascar, where
he advised on the preparation of detailed data processing arrangements
for a population census. From 4 to 16 November he undertook an assignment
in respect of the Sudan census scheduled for April 1973; this was oon
cerned principally with equipment and other data processing requirements.
Immediately afterwards he went to Gambia to finalise arrangements for the
processing of results at the International Computer Centre in Geneva;

in this case it is intended to use an optical reader as the means of
data input in much the same way as for the Zambia and Botswana censuses.
He stopped in Sierra Leone on 8 Decelober to assist with an appraisal of
processing requtrements and then went on to Geneva to test programmes
for the Gambia census from 9 to 22 December.

During the first half of October, Mr. RaJakovic was concerned with
the organisation of a training course on population inquiries for the
French-speaking countries of the region. He and Mr. Nguyen Hong,
Regional Adviser in Demography, presented the course at Rabat from
16 October to 10 November in collaboration with the U~ Bureau of Census
officials and IIr. Edward Swan, Project Officer of the Afrioan Census
Programme. From 24 November to 4 December Mr. Rajakovic participated
in a census data processing and analysis seminar organised by the
German Foundation for Developing Countries; this was the French counter
part of the seminar organised for English-speaking African countries in
1971.

A new Regional Adviser in Demographic Statistics, Mr. Laurence
St. John-Jones (UK), joined the secretariat towards the end of the year.
He was assigned to Sudan on 18 December to assist with preparation of
the forthcoming census and is expected to remain there until the end
of January.

A post of Regional Adviser in Census Cartography has been estab
lished, but no appointment has yet been made. In the meantime Mr. Max
de Henseler of the ECA Statistics Division has been providing essential
services. He participated in a Sudan mission mentioned below from
11 to 17 October, undertook an assignment in Liberia from ,21 October to
4 November, and returned to Sudan from 9 to 24 December.

It will be noted from the foregoing account of demographic
statistics advisory services that Sudan has been receiving a significant
amount of attention. This arises simply from the short interval
between the decision regarding the census date and the implementation
of the project. No country experts are yet in post and advisory support
is being given to the fullest possible extent. Arrangements for this
work were formulated during a mis~ion from 11 to 17 October in which the
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par t i c i pantu ·,Iore Mr. 11. Booker, Chief of the ECA Statistics Division,
Mr. Thomas King, Inter-regional Adviser in the Management Aspects of
Compu t e rs , Mr. J. Holzer, Re'gional i\.dvise" ·i.n De:nog:.'a-phy, and Mr. Max
de Henseler. Mr. David Babeman , a sampling oxper t i'r-om the US Bureau
of Census, joined the misslon to make more detaaled proposalc regarding
the sampling aspects of the project.

Economic Information

The mai r. travel in 1972 was o a rr-ied out Ln the third quc,,:,ter and
the fourth quarter of "the ye",r wae Gl"J" t L1 pr-cpur i ng ·'he annual series
of economic data summaries (i.o. a short form of economic survey) for
each of 45 oountries in Africa. The development of the economic infor
mation services~ which involves the continuous extraction of ddta from
a large number of published sources, was continued and benefitted
materiRl:y from the series of visits to 22 African Gou1trie3 in 1972.
It is evident th~t there is a continuing cevelopment of ecoDomic publi
cations of all types in African coun t r-i es and it is :.'D"" ana moz-e
essentil11 to obtain copies of n ew publications and tu know of t:2air
existenoe. The country v i.s i ts az-e a very necccaa.ry :",othod 'Of keeping
up-to-date 'lith 311ch deveLopuen t.s ,

ECA STATISTICAL PUBLICXfIONS

The part of the 1972 Statistical Y'Lrbook dealing with iJor""
Africa has been printed. The Ilest arid East Africa l)J.:cts h:;re been
sent for rcprcduotion. Those cove.r-i.ng Central end ot~ler Africa ave
still in course of preparation. As previously repo":":il, ":'.,,; Yfn::,book
now groups data o~ a country basis and the 1972 iss~3 includee 1971
figures wherever possible.

Statistical ~nd Eco~omlc Information Bulletin, No. 2 will be sent
for ~'"prod11ctioll as soon as a few outstanding figure. are available.

I'oreign Tracie Statistics for Africa, Series A, ,CIo. 19 has been
printed and No, 20 is in preparation. Series E, No. 23 has oee:1 sent
for reproduction and No. 24 'os being prepared.

The 1972 i ...3ues of Economic Dat a SUfillilaries for j.ndividual African
countri~~ have been completed.

African Economic Indicators 1972 is being prepared and is expected
to be s on t for :;,'eproduction in March.
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WORKING GROUP ON HOUSEHOLD SECTOR STATISTICS

A Working Group on Household Sector Statistics met in Addis Ababa
from 27 November to 1 December inclusive, 1972. The Group was intended
as part of the world programme for the study and implementation of the
Revised U.N. System of National Accounts, insofar as the household
sector is concerned and examined the final draft of a complementary
system of statistics of the distribution of income, consumption and
accumulation prepared by the U.N. Statietical Office, in the African
oontext and discussed the sources of data and methods of estimation to
be used in current African conditions for the compilation of the accounts
and tables for the household sector.

Participants from 18 countries attended the meeting; namely, Cameroun,
Central African Republic, the People's Republic of Congo; Egypt, Ethiopia,
Ghana, Ker;ya, Lesotho, Madagascar, l!orocco, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Sudan, Togo, Zaire, France and the United Kingdom. A representative
from the O.E.C.D. attended the meeting as an observer.

The background documents used fo:::- the meeting consisted of three
documents prepared by the U.N. Statistical Office and two papere pre
pared by the ECA secretariat. In addition, a draft questionnaire
prepared at short notice by the UN Secretariat served as background
material for discussion. The symbols and titles of these documents
are listed below,

1. A Draft System ~f Statistics of the Distribution of Income,
Consumption and Accumulation (E!CN.3!425);

2. Structure, Concepts and Definitions and Classifications of
Household Sector Statistics (E!CN.14!NAC!51)i

3. Sources and Methods of Estimating the Data of Inoome, Con-
sumption and Accumulation of the Household Sector (E!CN.14!NAC!52);

4. Household Economic Surveys in Africa (E!CN.14!NAC!53);

5. Availability of Household Sector statistics in Africa
(E/CN.14!NAC!54).

The report of the Working Group entitled "Report of the Working
Group on Household Sector Statistics" (E!CN.14!NAC!55i E!CN.14!CAS.8/l)
will be submitted to the Eighth See e for. of the Conference of African
Statisticians which is tentatively scheQuled to be held in Addis Ababa
some time in October 1973.

As the relevant documents may not be accessible to all concerned,
and even if they were, the reader might find parts of the exposition
contained in the report difficult to follow or digest due to unfamiliarity
with the technical terms used, it has been thought desirable to include
in this issue of the Newsletter a summary of' the more important po i.n t s
discussed and conclusions arrived at in respect of the compilation of
household sector accounts in ccuntries of the region. Some of the tech
nical points discussed will be presented here. These, however, are no
substitute for the documents and the Group's report themselves.
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The technical points discussed at the meeting may be presented under
the following headings:

1. Concepts and definitions of the household and related
classifications;

2. Classification and valuation of selected household transactions;

3. The concept of the total consumption of the population;

4. Order of priority to be given to income and outlay accounts of
households.

5. Order of priority to be given to tables of the complementary
system.

1. Concepts and definitions of the household and related
classifications:

By and large the housekeeping concept of the household, frequently
used in population censuses and demographic surveys, has been adopted by
African countries in the compilation of household sector statistics.
According to this concept, a househcld is defined as a grcup cf one or
more persons who occupy the whole or part of one housing unit and make
joint prOVision for food cr other essentials of living. In addition, an
institutional concept of the household (e.g., old-age homes, mental
institutions, hospitals, asylums, prisons, soldiers living in barracks,
children living in boarding schools, etc.) has to be used. The operating
and managerial personnel of these institutions and persons living in
hotels or boarding houses, however, should not be included in the
institutional concept of the household; they should be dealt with in the
usual housekeeping concept and be treated as members of one- or multi
person households.

Two principal approaches are used in defining the composition of the
household, namely the de facto approach, according to which all members
present at the time of the enumeration should be counted, and the de jure
approach, according to which members normally resident in the household
should be included. The de facto approach has been recommended by the
U.N. Statistical Office because it would reduce the difficulties of
collecting data on income and expenditure that will be consistent with
the household composition. As to which of the two approaches should be
used in household budget surveys will depend largely on the methods of
the inquiries used. The de facto approach should be used in cases in
which a survey involving a number of visits to the same household over
a period of one year would furnish a means of reflecting the changing
composition of the household over time. On the other hand, a de jure
approach would be more appropriate in the case of retrospective inquiries
covering say a year.
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Some of the points dealt with at the meeting include the following:

(a) Polygamous households: A polygamous household is one in which
the husband may keep two or more wives, >Tho may either share
the same compound or live separately, with the head of the
household moving in turn from one homestead to another. In
the case where the polygamous group share the same compound
the food in common, the group should be treated as one Joouse
hold. In the case where the Wlves live separately, each such
group should be treated as a separate household. The usual
convention is to include t.he hsad of household (i. e. the husband)
in that of his first wife by rank.

(b) Multi-residenoes of the same household, It is not uncommon to
find cases in which the same hou~ehold may occupy several
residences simultaneously: e~g., one in a vi~lage, another in
a town and a third at a cattle post. In such cases the de facto
approach, modified by certain national conventions, should be
used in defining a household. For instance, if at the time of
the enumeration only one of the residences is used for occupation
by members of the household, the remaining resid0Dces should not
be counted. On the other hand, if mcre than One of the
residences have been in use for a continual period of Gay
three months or more, depending on the convention adoptGd by
a country, i.e., occupied by me~bers of the household, then
these occupied residences should be counted as separate house
holds. The treatment of multi-residences would have impli
cations in area sampling.

(c) Nomadic households: The gathering of data from nomadic house
holds, which often breaks into smaller units at times of moving
for grazing purposes and cross back and forth international
borders depending on season, has posed serious problems and no
definite and effective solutions to these problems are known
to have been found. One way of tackling the problem should
be to focus attention on households (e.g., belonging to par
ticular tribes or groups of households) and follow their
movements, irrespective of their geographical loaction.
Another would be to identify households with thei" livestock
at watering places during the d"y season. Both of these
methods have been tried in some African countries; more re
search into this would be needed to determine the effectiveness
of these methods.

(d) Small money lenders in rural areas: Small money lenders in
rural areas should be considered as part of the households
sector. They do not qualify to be included in the sector of
"financial institutions". According to the SNA, a financial
institution must maintain complete and separate records on all
of its financial transactions and its assets and liabilities.
As the small mcney lenders do not satisfy this reCluirement,
they should be considered as part of the households sector;
which include non-financial unincorporated enterprises, and
their financial transactions should be considered as an
industry and included in "financial institutions" under Industries,
in the table on gross domestic product by kind of 9conomic aotivity.



Ii -

- e -

(e) Transactions between members of the same h~~~ehold: Trans
actions between members of the same househo::'d should be
netted for recording pur'poa es, In compiling statistics for
the household sector, intra-household transactions should
not be recorded.

(f) Transactions bet~een househclds wi thout ~yments ,peil!B:
involved: In the case of mutual help services rendered to
other households without pay, these services would be
implicitly included in the production ofche households
receiving such seTvic£s. 80LsequentlJ these services should
be left out of account and treated as free labour. The
monetary equivalent of transfers in kind hetween resident
households are not included in the current transfers of the
SNA, although transfers in monetary terms between resident
households are so included. On the other nand, tra~sfers in
kind between resident households of diffe~ent countries
should be included in the current transfors of the SNA and
should be valued at cost to the donor, that is at retail
prices.

(g) Socio-economic classification of househ91ds: The Group
discussed the need for the keeping of production, consumption
and income and outlay and capital finance ~ccounts respectively
for the following categories of households headed by:
(i) employers .,,-ith unincorporated non-financia.L enterprises,
(ii) own-account workers with unincorporated con-financial
enterprises, (iii) employees and (iv) independents, pensioners,
etc. These distinctions have already bc~~ made in the SNA,
and in more detail in the proposed complementary system of
statistics of the distribution of income, consumption and
accumulation (i.e., document E/CN.3/425). Tho Group con
sidered proposals made by some participants rel~ting to the
proposed classification of socio-economic groups as contained
in Table 2 of document 425. The proposal of putting such
Bub-headings as the public and private sectcrs, tradi~ional

and modern sectors, nationals and expatri.ates, e-tc , , under
the group headings of Table 2, was considered ~y the Group
to be inappropriate, because these wer" c. .ssifications in
their own right, A s i.rri Lar pror;osal of int:coducing further
breakdown into artisans, t.r-ade.rs , etc., under own-account
workers in Table 2 was considered to be not necessary,
because this could be taken care of by the classification
by kind of economic activity and occupation in0luded in
Annex I of document 425.

It was pointed out by the Group that for some countries
of the region, the distinction between nationals and ex
patriates might be usefully introduced as a classifying
variable. The use of the olassification into nationale and
expatriates, however, should be left to the indi,idual
countries.
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(h) Sub-division of households into monetary and non-monetary:
The desirability of introducing into Table 1 of the com
plementary system, the sub-division of monetary and non
monetary under the column "all households", was discussed
by the Group. This was considered to be inappropriate,
because of the fact that the distinction between monetary
and non-monetary was practicable in the Case of transactions
and not in the case of households or individuals. It>ould
be desirable and practicable to make this distinction in
the case of wages and salaries, household final consumption
expenditure and the fixed capital formation of unincorporated
en terpris es ,

2. Classification and valuation of selected household transactions:

Some of the more important technical issues discussed are given
below:

(a) The desirability and practicability of sub-dividing private
final consumption expenditure by products into locally
produ?ed and importe~: It is certainly desirable and useful
to provide estimates of private final consumption expenditure
in product detail broken down into locally produced and
imported. On the other hand, there are considerable diffi
culties in obtaining such estimates in product detail. For
purposes of import substitution, the extent to which this
is possible can be determined directly from import stRtistics,
without the need for statistics on the uses made of the
imports. In the input-output tables contained in the SNA,
imports are classed into competitive and complementary ones.
While it might be feasible to estimate the complementary
imports, which are products not produced in the country,
that go into private .final consumption expenditure, it would
be very difficult' to make such estimates ih,·the·case of com
petitive imports, which consist of products also being pro
duced in the country. These commodities may be used in
intermediate consumption, and even in fixed capital formation
and enter into stocks in addition to their use in final Con
sumption expenditure and it would not be feasible to dis
tinguish between the imports and domestically produced items
that enter into each type of use. Even if this could be done,
it was argued by some participants at the ",eeting that the
results obtained would not warrant the d'sproportionately
large costs involved in arriving at the estimates.

(b) Valuation of subsistence production for private consumption
expenditure: Agricultural production for own consumption
should be valued at farm-gate prices, which are often
obtained by deducting t r-anapor. costs and dealers' margins
from the retail prices at a nearby market, in the main tables
in order to maintain consistency in figures between production
and consumption. However, valuation of subsistence production
at retail prices at the nearby market should be calculated
and included as a footnote. This dual valuation approach is
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dJ.l1' to tA~.·f."Qt, that valuatjon".at ret.~il pr i.c-ea would provide
a better measure of the relative physical quantities involved
in the case of own-produced and purchased commodities that
enter into private final .consumption expenditure.

(c) Estimation of wages and salaries in kind: For private con
sumption expenditure, wages and salaries paid in kind should
be valued at retail market prices. This is the most practical
method when quantity figures are available. In the SNA, it is
recommended that the valuation should be at cost explicitly
incurred by the employer. The provision of free housing, or
at reduced rates by the employers to employees, constitutes
part of the wages and salaries paid.

(d) Estimation of household savings: Questions on saving should
not be included in household survey ques t i onna i r-es , because
they are unlikely to yield useful and reliable figures.
Instead, data on saving can be built up through either of the

, ,two ways: (i) to'. be 0 btiJ,inedasdifference between receipts
and outlay on qurrent account,(ii) to be o~tained from balance
sheet data as changes in holdings of assets and liabilities
between the beginning and the end of the year. The change in
holdings of assets (both real and financial) less changes in
liabilities during the year would be equal to saving plus
capital gain, if any. Capital gains mostly occur in sales
of land and in dealings in sales of structureI' and commOn
stook. In the oase where a oapital gain oocurred, this should
be estimated and deduoted in order to obtain an estimatb of
saving. For theoooopurposes mentioned, book-values could be used
provided they wl'rl' kl'pt at cost in the case of assets (i.e.
fixed and financia.l assets).

(e) Treatment of nominal fees paid by households to government
health servioes: The Groupdisouseed the treatment of
nominal fees paid..lJor patients to government health servioes.
It was noted...thatwbere the individual could make a free
choice in,resIWCt·.()f the private dector, hospital, etc. and
the conditions and, terms under 'Which to receive the services,
the individual would be considered the purchaser of these
services. Consequently the full cost of the service (including
the nominal fee paid) and the coet to the government should be
treated as private final consumption expenditure and the
payment by government would be considered to be a current
transfer to the individual. If, on the other hand, these
conditions were not satisfied, the nominal fee paid should be
treated'as. private conaumpt i on expenditure and ·.the purchase
of service from the government, while the ciifi'erence between
the nominal fee and the full cost of the service should be
COnsidered as government consumpt.ion expenditure.
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(f) Difference between membership dues in private non-profit
institutions and donations made by households to these
institutions: The difference between these two flows is
that in the case of membership dues they are compulsory for
members and the &~ounts to be paid are speoified. On the
other hand, donations are often made by non-members of a
private non-profit institution and the oontributions are
voluntary in nature and not fixed in amount.

(g) Treatment of sales by government to households, of consumption
goods donated by foreign governments: Grants in kind of
grains, food and other consumption items from one government
to another should be treated as the exports of the donor oountry
and the imports of the reoeiving country and should be recorded
in the consuGlption expenditure of the receiving government.
The value of these grants should be included in the current
transfers made of the donor government and the current trans
fers received of the receiving government. When the receiving
government sells these goods to households, the value of the
sales should be added to in private consumption expenditure
and subtracted from gove rnrnen t consumption expenditure.

(h) Treatment of seeds provided free to farmers by government:
The seeds that governments furnished free of charge to farmers
should be recorded as current transfers between the government
and the farmers and should be included in the intermediate
consumption of the farmers. Government consumption expenditure
should be reduced by the value of the seed.

(i) Treatment of cancelling of government loans to farmers for
capital investment purposes, The cancelling of government
loans to farmers for purposes of aCQuiring machinery and
eQuipment should be considered to be reductions in liabilities
of the farmers and in the financial assets of the government
and should be counterbalanced by a capital transfer from
government to the farmers.

3. The concept of the total consumption of the population:

The oonoept of "total oonsumption of the population" is used in the
MPS (I.Iaterial Product Balanoes), but not in the ::iNA. This ooncept is
proposed for the oomplementary system in order to promote national and
international comparability of data on the level of oonsumption of goods
and servioes by households. And in view of the differing incidenoe on
the various groups of the population (e.g., households falling into
different socio-economio classes) of benefits provided by government,
private non-profit institutions and enterprises, the inclusion of these
benefits at cost into consumption expenditure would prOVide a broader
measure of the level of consumption of the population than is provided
by the flow "private final consumption expenditure" only.
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The total consumption of the pcpulation can be obtained by add5ng
to private consumption expendit~re, the value. of the goods and services
that government, non-profit institutions and enterprises fUJ:ni3h free,
or at reduced charges, which are clearly and primarily of benefit to
the househclds as consumers. These goods and services include food,
clothing, medical and health care, welfare and educational services and
recreational and cultural services, and should be valued at the net
outlays of the organizations providing them, that is, the current costs
incurr~d by the organizations reduced bo the fees and other outlays
paid by households in respect of the goods and services. The employees
of the government, private non-profit institutions and enterprises are
tc be excluded when these goods and services have already been treated
as income in kind.

The Group discussed and examined the concept and considered the
concept of total consumption of the population a useful ene, both for
the promotion of international comparison and for obtaining a measure
of the distribution of consumption among the population in respect of
either geographical location (e.g., urban and rural) or socio-eccnomic
groups. Some of the participants thought it useful and feasible to
compile Table 7. Classification of total ccnsumption of the pcpulation,
of documerrt E/cN.3/425 in global· arms ; difficulties would be encountered
in attempting to break down the totals among different groups of popu
lation, e.g., different socio-economic groups. No recommendatiors were
made by the Group with respect to the compilation of data according to
the concept of total consumption by countries of the region.

4. Order of priority to be given to income and outlay accounts of
households:

In discussing income and outlay and capital finance accounts of
households, the Group noted that in the SNA these accounts had been
assigned a rather low order of priority. However, since the pUblication
of the.SNA, great emphasis had been put on problems of the dist2'ibution
of il'come and the correlative development of income distribution and
consumption statietics. In the Seoond UN Development De'Jade, countries
had committed themselves in connection with the International Development
strategy, tc dssess the distribution of income and oonsumption, gnd an
incre~sing number of Afrioan oountries had been taking household inoome
and oonsumption surveys.

On the order of priority to be given to the compilation of income
and outlay aooounts or of the constituent components of these accounts
by countries of the region, it was emphasised that the SNA and the com
plementary system of statistics on the distribution of inoome, con
sumption and aooumulation provided guidelines only in respeot of goals
for the development of these statistios and it was up tc the individual
count~ieb to establish their own adaptati0n and orders of pricrity in
the ccmpilation of the acoounts and tables. Owing to the generally
weak statistical base, a number of countries of the region aocorded
high priorito' to the compilation of produotion and the Gorrelated Qxpen
diture a~counts, In working out the production acoounts, however,
through the adding up of the oomponents of value added (i.e., C0mpen
sation of employees, operating surplus, consumption of fixed oapital,
and indirect taxes neG of subsidies), a c0untry would go a long way i~

obt3ining data for the inoome and outlay aocounts.
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On future work on household sec~or~statistics, the'Group felt
that the focus of attention and interest of the countries of the region
should be mainly on: (i) production accounts of un~ncorporated house
hold enterprises, (ii) final consumption expenditure of households by
object, and (iii) data on capital formation by unincorporated (househ~ld)

enterprises. In particular, consumption expenditure statistics should
be given priority by countries of the region in order to: (a) provide
a direct measure Gf consumption expenditure instead of it being obtained
as a residual item, and (b) provide a good indicator of incomo dictri
bution. statistics on final consumption expenditure of resident hot,se
holds by object classified according to size of expenditure as a
practical indicator of income would be useful for a wide range of
purposes.

5. Order of priority to be given to the tables of the
complementary system:

On the quest~on of priorities of the tables included in the
complementary system, the Group noted that the summary tables
(Tables 1-3) and the tables on final consumption expenditure (Tables
18 to 20) might be given priority, with perhaps a simplified vere~on

of the c~assification of socio-economic groups. The Group was not
able to reaoh a general consensus as to the setting of priorities for
the tables of the complementary system and was of the opinion thllt ~Ghe

establishment of priorities should be left to the individual countries
concerned, in the light of their respective needs and statistical
resources and in the light of the practicability of cowpiling the data.

Under sources and ,methods of gathering data, interestin5 descriptions
of country experiences, programmes and problems in the field of household
budget surveys were made by the participants. The lack of trained
personnel, especially that at the professional as well as junior pro
fessional level, and the lack of financial resources were mentioned as
the maj3r constraints on work in this field. Among the problems raised
during the discussions were those of high transport costs, method o'f
sampling in nomadic areas, non-sampling errors, the values of licting
and gathering simple indioators of inoome, problems of ooding, and the
effeot of "oonditioning" in household surveys nork.

The Group noted that preliminary inquiry into the inoome or othsr
household transactions for purposes of stratifioation in sample sslsction
cauld improve the effioiency of the sample. The effect of "conditioning"
had not been successfully studied, and there was yet no answer to this
problem. However, longer recording period would help. The redllctian
.of non-sampling errors oould be effected through stricter and more
effioient oontrol of field work and scrutinizing at the data prooessing
stage. Sampling in nomadic areas oould be based on a listing of house
holds in bands at plaoes of water-holes, eto.
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On the scope of a household sample survey, the Group discussed the
subjects (e.g., demographic characteristics, housing conditions, etc.)
in addition to income and expenditure which might be covered in a single
round of a household sample survey. It was agreed that a number of
considerations should enter into deciding on the subjects to be covered
in a single round, such as the availability of capable and well-trained
interviewers, the possible over-fatigue of respondents by a long list of
~uestions, and the possible serious delay in the publication and pro
cessing of results of the inqUiry. On the other hand, covering a number
of related subjects in a single round would keep the costs of sample
selection, transportation, enumeration and field superVision down. The
Group agreed that it was advantageous to establish continuous multi
purpose household sample surveys, successive rounds of which would focus
on a given subject at each of such rounds. These surveys were the most
effective means for gathering much of the required economic and social
statistics.

On questions of sample design, it was agreed that multi-stage
sampling should be used in income and expenditure inquiries to keep
transport, listing and enumeration costs a minimum. The number of stages
used should probably be different in the case of rural and urban areas
and should depend on the size of these areas and the availability of
u3eful m~ps. It might be appropriate to use three to four stages in the
case of rural areas and two stages in the case of urban areas. Strati
fication of the frame of sampling units was desirable at each of the
stages before the selection of households. Whether stratification of
households was desirable depended on the variance in production, income
and consumption among the penultimate sampling units. Using variable
sampling fractions at different stages in the selection of the samples
of households so that the overall sampling fraction for each stratum of
t~e population is kept constant, would have considerable advantages.
Population censuses can furnish a valuable frame for the design and
selection of samples for the purposes of the household inquiries.

Questions of substitution usually arise because of non-response
by sample households and the mOVing or dissolution of the households.
It was suggested that it might be preferable to take a sub-sample of
the non-respondent households and make a special effort to enumerate
the sub-sample. There are dangers in introducing significant bias in
using substitution. In substituting new sample households for old
sample households, the new sample households are to be selected from
the stratum of the old sample households and two are matched in respect
of important characteristics. For purposes of substitution, a larger
sample of households and a smaller sub-sample for enumeration are selected
originally or the frame of households itself is to be use~ care has to
be taken in determining the correct sampling fractions in either case.

Interesting discussions took place on the draft sample forms, which
oonsisted of a sample listing sheet, a sample face sheet, a sample form
in respect of the production, costs and disposition of crops and a sample
form on current and capital transactions of the households of operators
of agricultural holdings, prepared by the U.N. Secretariat as referred
earlier in this note, and proposals were made to introduce amendments to
the draft forms. The object of the draft forms was to stimulate discussion
and as a result a number of the participants in the Workinb Group pre?ared
sample forms in respect of items of data on income and expenditure for
their own respective countries. Drafts of these forms are being kept by the
Sec z-et ar-Lat ,



15 -

fa FULP.T10 N CSI~SUS TRAI NT ITG COURSES

Training CorraDee on Population Inquiries
As part 0:'::'" "the j~frican Census Programme, SeA, in collaboration wi th

the Census Bureau of the United States of America, organized a training
course for all French-speaking. African countries. The course took
place at the Insti tut National de S-C[ t i s t.i qua et o-'Economie Aj,pliQuee
(National Institute of Statistics and Applied Scon:mics) in Rabat from
16 October to :0 November 19'72.

The purpose of this training course was to help African countries
to overc.ome difiicul ties in preparing, carrying out and. utilizing the
results of censuses and similar surveys.

The course was attended by 32 participants from the following 16
African countries members of 0CA: Algeria, Burundi, Camsroon, Central
.African 1epublic, Chaa, Congo, Dahomey, Gabon, Ivory Coast, Mali, Mauritania,
Niger, Senegal, "ogo, Upper Volta and Zaire.

The three basic documents for the cours~!were African tlecommendations
for the 1910 Population Censuses (an ECA document), Principles and
Recommendations for the 1970 Population Censuses,(published by the United
Nations and New Florencia, a complete set of documents concerning a
c.msus prepared by the Census Bureau of the Urrit.od stc,tos of America
(a case study for the 1970 population and housing censuses).

The programme of the course was as.follows:

1. Aims and overall planning of population censuses and
similar surveys •.

2. Concepts, definitions and questionnaires to be adopted in
connection wi th population Censuses and similar surveys.

3. Preparation and lay-out of tables.

4.. Trial censuses (Y7_1ot cerieuae s }.

5. Utilisation and apl,lication of sampling in censuses,

6, Cartograp~"

1. Administrative supervision."

8. Car~Jing, out B census.

9. Verification, codification and other manually performed
tasks i.n prepara ti on f Or data-processing.

10. Revision and publication of tables,

In addi t.i on, the documentation d.ealing IIi th the 1971 population
census in Morocco va s circulated ·'0 the participants and Iii scuased;

17 The programme or' the course ~3 given in ·;;CA document E!CH,14!CPH.32.
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The courses were led by :

Mr. Nguyen Hong and Mr. RajaKovic, ECA Regional Advisers (from
16 October to 10 November). ' "",

Mr. A.K. Maitra of the Yaounde Institut de Formation statistique
(Statistical TTaining Institution) (from 25 October to' 9 Noveuiber);
and

Mr. Jack Silver, Assistant Chief in charge of Retiearch and
Methodology of the Division of Construction St~tisti~s of the
United States Census Bureau (from 27 October to 7 November).

Thesg courses were supplew8nted by oourses given by Mr. El Amrani,
Mr. Abouchouker and Mr. El Hosni of the Moroccan Service Central des
Statistiques (Central St"tistical Service), who described the census
carried out in Morocco in 1971,

Mr. E.P. Swan, Pro j e c t Officer of the African Cerrsus Programme,
participateC in part of the course,

The participants showed great interest in the course and took a
very active part in the d i sous s i ona, 'rhey were particularly interested
in theexchan"e of experience among African countries with reg'ard', to
demo6raphic censuses and surveys.

Census Pre-Tabulation Processing Workshop

The Workshop "as held in Aduis Ababa from 1 to 17 November 1972,
and Waci attended by 27 participants from c:thiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, hauritius, Nigeria, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, Sudan and Zambia. It was organised jointly by the U.S. Bureau
of the Census :.cld ECA, 'I'he majority of the teaching was unde.r t axen by
lides It 'Washabaugh, Mr~ R. Bourdon and l{;,r. l\'hGorinson of the Bureau of the
Census; contributions from the EGA side were made by ~Jr. J. Bl.acker , Regional
Mviser in lJemobraphic 3tatisticsi I'Jr. R.K. Som, Chief of the Population
Programme Centre, and Mr. EoP. Swan, ProJect Officer of the African Census
Programme; Mr. D. Bateman of the Bureau of Census also contributed a
special session ,on sampling.

The subjE~t matt8r covered by the Workshop was as follows:

1. Tab:.e design and con tent ~ ,

2. Administrative co~trol system.

3. Basic cons i.de r at fons for data processing.

4. Manual processing.

5. Key punc h i n g,

., 6. Machine pr-ocessm g,

7. Quality control of data proceosing op8rations.

8. Pre-publication review of the tabulations.
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Much of the course WaS based on the materials developed for
"New Florencia" - a mythical country used as a case study for the
teaching of census techniques in the trainin6 courses run by the
US Bureau of the Census. Although some of the material was not
entirely appropriate to African conditions, it provided a very
useful basis for teaching and discussion.

The participants were also dlvided into seminer broups in which
useful discussions were held. Visits were made to computer installations
in Addis Ababa, and there Was a fruitful e xc h ange of experiences
between the par,icipants.

•

c, •
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N~res AND ADDRESSES OF HEADS OF STATISTICAL OFFICES

North Africa

M. A. OuboUzar
Directeur des Statistiques
10, Rue Desfontaines
Alger
Algerie

Mr. A.S. Zoghni
Director General
Census and Statistical Department
Ministry of Development and Planning
Tripoli
Libya

M. A. Cherkaoui
Directeur de la Statistique
Division du Plan et des statistiques
B.P. 178
Rabat
Maroc

Mr. G. A. Muaa
Director
Department of Statistics
Ministry of Planning
P.O. Box 700
Khartoum
Sudan

M. H. Zghal
Directeur general ~_ l'Institut de
Statistiques

31, AV9nue d9 Paris
Tunis
Tunisie

Mr. Gamal Askar
President
Central Agency for Public
Mobilization and Statistics

Nasr City
Cairo
Egypt

West Afri"ca

M. S. Ogouma
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique
B. P. 239
Cotonou
Dahomey

Mr. ll. Roberts
Government Statistician
Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Finance
Bathurst
Gambia

Nr. J. E. Tandoh
Government Statistician
Central Bureau of Statistics
P.O. Box 1098
Accra
Ghana

honsieur Ie Directeur du Servic ..
de la Statistique generale et
de la !'jecanographie

B. P. 222
Conakry
Guinee

M. Kouakou Koko
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique
l'linistere des Finanoes
B.P. 222
Abidjan
Cote-d'Ivoire

Mr. S.D. Greene
Director
Bureau of Statistics
Department of Planning ar d

J::conomic Affairs
P.O. Box 9016
.Monrovia
Libe ri.a
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West Africa (ContI d.)

tl.. M.K. Tall
Directeur
Service de la Statistique generale .
et de la Comptabilite nationale

B. P. 12
Bamako-Koulouba
)v;al i

14, Moctar Ould Zamel
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique et

des Etudes economiques
B.P. 240
Nouakchott
Mauritanie

M. J. Adehossi
Directeur duService de la Statistique
et de la Mecanographie

Ministere des Affaires Eoonomiques
e t du Plan

B.P. 467
Niamey
Niger

Mr. E.A. Adewole
Chief Statistician
Federal Office of Statistics
P.M. B. 12528
Lagos
Nigeria

M. S.L. Diop
Directeur
Direction de laStatistique
B.P. 116
Dakar
Senegal

Mr. L.A.W. Harding
Director
Central Statistics Office
Tower Hill
Freetown
Sierra Leone

M. A.T. Kponton
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique
generale

B.P. 118
Lome
Togo

M. Georges Sanogoh
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique
et de la Mecanographie

B.P. 374
Ouagadougou
Haute-Volta

Central Africa

M. Mouoyebe Ndedi
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique
et de la Comptabilite nationale

Ministere du Plan et de
l'Amenagement des Territoir~s

B.P. 660
Yaounde
Cameroun

M. M.L. Namssenma
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique
generale et des etudes economiques

B.P. 954
Bangui
Republique Centrafricaine

N. B. Novelle
Directeur
Service de la Statistique
generale et des Etudes economiques

Commissariat general au Plan
B.P. 453
Fort-Larny
Tchad
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,Central_Africa (Cont' d , )

M. Adolphe Nzeza
Directeur general
Institut National de Statistique
B.P. 20
Kinshasa-Kalina
Republique du Zaire

M. Roger Issombo
Directeur
Service national de la Statistique,

des Etudes demographiques et
economiques

B. P. 2031
Brazzaville
Republique populaire du Congo

M. Bentejao
Directeur
Departement des statistiques
UDEAC
B.P. 969
Bangui
Republique Centrafricaine

M. MOcktar Abdoulaye Mbingt
Directeur
Service national de la Statistique
B.P. 179
Libreville
Gabon

M. C. Niragira
Directeur
Direction de la Statistique
Ministere du Plan
B.P. 1005
Bujumbura
Burundi

M. E. Twagirayezu
Directeur General
Direction de la Statistique et

de la Documentation
B. P. 46
Kigali
Rwanda

M. R. Andrianasolo
Chef du Service Statistique de l'OCAM
B.P. 437
Yaounde
Cameroun

•
East Africa

H.E. Ato Habtu Eshete
Vice l"Jinister
Central Statistical Office
P.O. Box 1143
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia

Mr. S.S. Heyer
Chief Statistician
Economics and Statistics Division
Ministry of Economic Planning and

Development
P.O. Box 30266
Nairobi
Kenya

M. R.R. Ramanana
Directeur
Institut national de la Statistique
et de la Recherche economique

B.P. 485
Tananarive
Madagascar

Mr. C. Greenfield
Director of Census and Statistics
National Statistical Office
P.O. Box 333
Zomba
Malawi

Mr. Ab-Kong
Acting Director
Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill
Mauritius

The Director
Statistical Department
Ministry of Planning and Coordination
Mogadiscio
Somalia
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East Africa (ContI d.)

Mr. M. Mpogolo
Government Statistician
Central-Statistical Bureau
P.O. Box 796
Dar-es-Salaam
Tanzania

Mr. 1.K. Kabanda
Government Statistician
Ministry of Finance, Planning

and Economic Development
Statistics Division
P.O. Box 13
Entebbe
Uganda

Mr. F. Walusiku
Director
Central Stat1stical Offioe
P.O. Box 1908
Lusaka
Zambia

Mr. D.C. Singh
Chief Statistician
East African Statistical Department
East African Community
P.O. Box 30462
Nairobi
Kenya

Other

Mr. D.J. Hudson
Government Statistioian
Central Statistics Office
Private Bag, 24
Gaborone
Botswana

Mr. L.B. Monyake
Director
Bureau of Statistics
P.O. Box 455
l'Jaseru
Lesotho

I~r. 1'1. ·Harndi
Director
Department of Statistics
P.O. Box 456
Mbabane
Swaziland



B~zJ~p~~ Economic Commissions

Mr. Fra~ciscoAzorin

C;u}f, Statistical. Division
UNECLA
Caa i.TLa 179D
San t i ag:l
CLE e
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Mr. V. Paretti
Directeur
Office Statistique das Communautes

Europeennes
Centre Louvigny
Luxembourg

#

MJ? T.V. Viswanathan
Chief, Statistics Division
UNECAFE
Bangkok
'l'ha i Land

Mr. Barris Davis
Chief, Division of Statistics
Economic Commission. for Europe
Geneva
Switzerland

Mr. W.L. Booksr,
Chief, Division of Statistics
Eccnomic Commission for Africa
P.O. Box 3001
Id,Us Ababa
Ethiopia

9tl,,~.~:.InternationalAgencies

MJ:', E. Lune.rbez-g
]lircctor of the Permanent Office
:r"tcril2.+ional Statistical Institute
;>, Oostduinlaan
'I'hc Hague
Noc;herlands

:~r" i(" G. Brolin
.'Jirec,tor
Office of Statistics
Con.uuni.c a't i.on Sector
UNESCO
Place de Fontenoy
75 Paris 7
... 'i'anoc

"I:'. u.r, Laoroix
Chi0~ Statistician
IT,O
Genova.

M. Till
Chief Statistician
GATT
Villa le Bocage
Geneva
Suisse

Mr. K.L. Bachman
Director
Statistics Division
FAO
Via delle terms di Caracall&.
Rome
Italy

Dr. W.P. Logan
Chief Statistician
WHO
1211 Geneva
Switzerland

Mr. Earl Hioks
Director
Bureau of Statistics
niF
Washington D.C. 20431
USA

Mr. A.E. Tiemann
Chief, Statistioal Services

Division
Economics Department
IBRD
Washington D.C.
U. S. A.
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Mr. P. Schmidt
President
Statistiches Bundesamt
Gustav-Stresemann-Ring 11
Postfach 828
62 Wiosbaden
Germ"ny

M. Ripert
Directeur general
INsEE
26. Qua:' BranLy
Paris
France

Mr. FicatieI
Chef du Departement de la

Cooperation de l'INSEE
28 Neuv8 St. Pierre
Pari8 IV
Fro-nee

Sir Claus Moser
Director
Central Statistical Office
Great George street
London S.W.l. P3AQ
E~-'31C:tnc~

Mr. K.V. Henderson
Chief Statistician
Ministry of Overseas Development
Eland House
Stag Place
London S. W.1-
England




