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FIRST MEETING

Yednesday, 14 February 1962, at 3.10 p.m.

Acting Cheirman: _ Mr. MEEXKI ABBAS, Executive Secretary of

the Commission
Chairman: ' Mr. TEKLE HAIMANOT (Ethiopia)
Secretary: Mr. MATHU

CPENING OF THE SESSICH '

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY declared the session open, and welcomed the
representatives. |
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE—CHAIJ&AN

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY explained the procedure followed at the previous
two sessions, namely that the outgoing Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Cqmmlss;on
had been automatically elected ns officers for the next session. Unless there ﬁés
any objection, therefore, the representative of Ethiopia might be requested to acfl
as Chairmen at the present session. In his absence one of the two oubgoing
Vice~Chairmen would preside.

lir. TEKLE HATMANOT (Ethiopia) took the Chair.

OPENING STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE SECEETARY

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY expleined that the need for careful consideration
of the Commission's programme of work and priorities had become apparent at its |
first session. The Committee was therefore meeting to avoid protracted discussions
in plenary and to make the Commission's work more efficient.

Some of the instructions receaived from the Commission would dlrectly affect the
work of the Secretarlat in the years 1962-1963. The mann1ng teble approved for 1962
would contain no less than 95 experts, and funds were avallable in the budget for
short-term employment of officials.

The report of the Executlve Secretary on the work of the Secretariat between
the third and fourth sessions (E/CN.14/124 included additional suggestions for the
programme of work and priorities (E/CN,14/162). A two-yearly progremme wes belng
inaugurated to permit advance planning and make funds available. The Commlttee was
~ fully competent to comment on the various suggestions concerning the work programme

and to recommend changes.
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He suggested that the procedure adopted at previous sessions should be followed,
namely examinstion of the listed projects seriatim followed by appraisal of the
programme as a whole. Members of the Secretariat would introduce the projects with
which they were Perticularly oonoerned ‘and representatives might. then make their
comments. 4 brief report would be prepured by the Secretariat for approvel by the
Comnmittee before submission to the COmm1831on.

It was so decided.

PROGRAMME OF WOI% LND PRIORITIES FOR 1962-1963 (E/CN.14/162/Rev.1)
The EXZCUTIVE SECRETIRY drew special attention to footnote 2/ on page 9,
which indicated thet project O had been split into five separate projects.

The difficulties enﬂountered in recruiting staff, and the efforts made to- comply

vith the view eXpress sed boto in the Comm1551on and in the General Lssembly that the
oecretarlat should be ﬁfrlcanlzed weré déscribed in deteil in his ‘report on the
work of the Secretariat (E/CW.14/124) The pollcy both of the Secretary-Genersl end
of the uxecutlve oecretary hed alwoys been to ensure thet suitable Africans should
be given preference whenever possible. | ‘ '

In oppealing for constructive comments on the proposed work programme, he emphasized
that research in Zeptvh on African proolems would be'ioEdequate unless Africen countries
were prov1ded with bacngrouqd papers euabllng them to exchange views and make their

own contrlbu'blons .

Cl T‘evelopmenu rol101ea anc Proyrammlnv

T e, LIGTHART (Secretarlat) said that progects 01-01 to 01-05 ¥ere &
rerormuratlou end an expa nalon of’ project 01-01 approved at the Commission's third
39531on, made chlefly el sep rete its different aspects into more speclflc groups of
proklems. ProJeCus 01-01, '01-02 and 01— 03 covered the whole study of economic
development (:leveloPmen“L glannrng, and policy formulation; progects 01-04 and 01-05
concerned opers tlop. It was hoped that two or thiee reglonal adV1sers ‘could be '
made avallable o’ oountrles for falrly long periods on request. 'There was elso a

need for ShDru—uETm adv1sory services. Those were oormully provlded by the Secreter1et,
but ow1ng to soortege of stuff arrangements had been concluded with olannlng institutes
for the loan of expests at the request of Members end hssociate Members. A roster of
hlgh—level planning eyperts llkely to be available et short notice for adv1sory services

we.s belng prepared by the Secretariat.
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Under project 01-05, the Working Party on Economic and Social Development,
with fepresentatiVes from 22 countries, had discussed a wide range of subjects.
It was hoped that another working party could be convened in 1962 to ciscuss
comprehensive planning and related problems on a more- technical level. The Working
Party:had suggested to the Secretariat that studies should be as conerete as possible,
hence on & country-by-country rather than & subject basis. Another useful approach
would be to send advisory groups or Survey teams to a selected country to work in
close collaboration with ita government; that approach waes used extensively by ECLi,
and had the advantage of relating the work to known objectives of government policy.

The General issembly hed at its sixteenth session pessed & resoluiion on
planning for economic developmenbi/ and another on the economic development of Africagf.
The former requested the Secretary-General to establish an ecomomic projections end
programming centre in the regional economic commissions; the latter urged the estab-
lishment within ECL of a programming institution. 4 certain amount of guidence would
be required from Eeadquarters to give effect to those resolutions, which would result
in more emphasis being placed on those aspects than hed originally been planned.

Dr. CALRNEY (Sierre Leone) feared duplication of effort, and asked for further
information on the establishment of the proposed programming institute and on arees of
responsibility.

Mr. LIGTHART (Secretariat) replied that the proposed African institute on-
economic development and planning was intended to provide advisory services and to
trein qualified personnel.  Owing 4o the establishment of a projections centre at
United Nations Headquarters, there would have o beé more emphasis on those aspects
in the Commission's work programme than would otherwise bave been the cases

In reply to Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria), who had asked which institutes were
willing to lend experts for short-term periods for work on project 01-04,

Mr. LIGTHART (Secretariat) said that the Director of the Ceritral Planning Buresu of
the Netherlands would lend staff subject to certain conditions. The possibility of

concluding similar arrangements with other institutions or individuals was being explored.

1/ Resolution 1708 (XVI) of 19 December 1961.
_2/ " 1718 (m) n " " no,
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Mr. LARDNER (Nigerias) failed to understand way developing countries
should always be ‘expected to request assistance in training from developed countries.
His delegation believed very strongly that it should be requested from develoﬁi#g
countries just a few stages shead. . . _

‘ Mr. LCLUAH (Ghene) concurred. His delegation believed that opportunities

should be afforded African countries to learn and profit by the experiences in |
economic planning of non-Western countries, in particular the USSZ.

The SXECUTIVE SECAETARY said he had noted the comments of the representatlves
of Nigéfia and‘Ghana. ' He ‘wis aware thot Ghana was already raceiving assgistonce
in certain development projects from one of the Eastern countries. Conerete
'sﬁggestions would be very useful in the preparatory steges. He would ask vhether
for example; the Nigerian representative wished the panel of advisers to be_dyaw#‘.
from African countries such as the United Areb Republic, Tunisia or Morocco, or frpm _
States which had set up centrelly planned economies since the Second World ¥er, Tﬁere
was no question of imposing edvisers on governments. 1f members would inform aim
which countries they wished to see represented on the panel, he would make the
necessary approsches and cifculata n list of experts. He was confident of.full
co-operation. ' e

Mr. LiRDNER (Nigeria) replied thet he had in mind any country, in any
part of the world, which had the right kindtof experience.  He urged that ihe
Executive Secretary should approach the Hconomic Commissions for letin America and
for Asia and 'the For East for assistance in recruiting suitable advisers, -who should“
be nationals of the countries concerned end not expetriates from Zurope.

birs AMADOU (Senegal) observed that there could be no universal solution,
because the concept of ec¢onomic planning and the problems inveolved differed. from
country to country. It would be difficult to draw up a gemercl list of Statea
which could be approached for planning assistance. . Governments should be left to
make their bwn choice — from ifriea, isie, Americo.or any other continent - of the
country most kindred in ideas, and to use the services of advisers in whatever way
they saw fit. The origin of the experts was not material, since they would act

purely as advisers, without any legal or executive authority.
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. Mr. BENTLEY (United Kingdom), thought thet the type of co=ordination
referred to by the representative of Sierre Leone would be very .useful im.project 01-04.
Regional advisers should be rttached to the-dinstitute rather then to ECA hecdeuarters
at Addis Ababe. | P

{The ZXICUTIVE SECAZTLEY said thet the Genmeral Assembly bhod mede two
recommendations: the esteblishment of & development institute, and the sétﬁiﬁg—up

within ECA of & projéction and planning section. - Vaile agreeing vith the ‘views

.- iof the Unitéd Kingdom representative, he thought it would be better to take no -

‘decision until progress had been mdde in implementing the pesolutions. 8n cecount

of the scarcity of ‘staff, some form:6f pooling end co-ordination would undoubtedly

RPN
T T

prove necessaly. . g . : Shenane
One #éason for'the proposal that advisers should in the first place be sttoched
to ECA wos thet it would be some time before the instituteérwas functioning Bully. He

‘had already rec2ived thres requests for advisers, one of which had‘been-métxbyﬂseconding

ISR

"a staff member from Headgquarterse v : S

0 -ifhile apprecisting the points of view of the representatlves rof ngerlw,

‘Ghana and’Senegal; ‘Mr. RAIANGLSOAVINA (Medagascar) felt that their concern yas:i

groundles#. - Through its meetings ' of experts, ECL was anccustomed to dealing with

meny types of plenning, and the institute would undoubtedly be sble o handle .

‘planning in countries at every stage of development. : S e oo

#1oMre AF3ED {Morocco) paidia warm tribute to the Secretariast foriité. esmecellent

" and veluablé work. On .the subjeet of co~ordination, he recalled a useful.precedent

in & reéesolution sdopted by the First Fil Regiomel Concerehce for Africé,theldiat
Lagos in November 1960. _ i

- The EZICUTIVE SECRETALRY said that thé metter wouialgé.&éalt‘with—when the
joint ECA/FLO »rojects come up for discussiom : L ' :

02-01 Menetery dystems ' s

lir. LETICHE.{Secretariat) introduced the project, which hed its drigin in

_the Commission's resolution 30 {III), which had emerged from two considerations.

. One groupiof ifrican countries had felt that trade was tied too closely to the -

metropolitan territorics; Qnother grouo had feared that the immediste establlsﬂment
by independent countriés of bwnklng systems in the sterling arce ond the franc zone
might result iz inflationary pressures, and thus that foreign exchange controls would

have a disruptive influence on trade relstions with Zurope and within Africa.
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He ‘had been invited by the Executive Secretary %o prepare a report, in

collaboration with the Seeretarist, ondé hed started vork in June 1961. After. .,

~-consulting all the experts in the African countries and their counterparts in,

other countries, he was presenting his major conclusions to the Cqmmittee at the

present juncture, ‘so that members could assist by pointing out eny problems thot

“had ‘been overlooked. -, S S, a c ] LB e

~The' role of banking in ifricanicountriés hdd been developed primarily .te take
care of import and export credit, and.in that respect.the bgnks hcd done good work.

They were not directly irstrumental iin tying trade to the metropolitsn.territory.

.They. had, however, had little influence in promoting 4frican. development generslly

or in feciliteting medium=term and loag-term credits. _ T N
Nor was tier¢ .ony foundation for the belief that the esteblishment of centrel

-banks woiuld have on inflationery.effect on new.countries, for » country bent on .

o .rapid develepment could not be halted by the governor of & centrel bank, . :{ith &

few important exceptions, inflation was not at present s danger in african:cquntries.

..iv: ‘The real problem was more seriocus: How:could the financial institutions help

to speed up technical treining and.capitel formation?  Hitherto, banking systems
had not:been .zble to.deal with Afrjcan economic stebilization and growth, :becsuse
economic fluctuations had been almost entirely .dependent on the internatiomel- ..
economic situation. Thus the: essential role-of . modern. African bonking institutions
should ‘be to help to develop and:diversify African cconomies —— o expand internal
production: and consumpticon. - For-that purpose-medium-bterm and long-term capital was
vital, and.indigenous-banking institutions would have to provide most of the negessary
credit. y
The ‘differentiation between investmert in training and the need for cepital

equipment in agriculture and industry:was fictitious as far,as Africa was 'concerned.

- training gnd loans. It was therefore os important for African countries to use

existing banking institutions as to egtablish new ones, :to;satisfy the.need for.short-

term capital and the importation of long-term capitol from.all parts of -the worlé.

. It was elso important to integrate the exchange and monebary arrengements of . the
;.-different zones to help the expansion of trade among the English-speaking snd tie

;- French-speaking countries of ifrica. R ‘ [ R S i
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His report would be in two parts: ‘
1. An. appraisal of the operations of ifrican financial 1nst1tut10ns in the
sterling area, in,the franc zone, in nations that nad close relations Wlth‘POtﬂ
zones, angd, in natlons whlcn had never belonged to either zonej
2. Recommendatlons, on tqe basis of ‘the ‘experience and needs of Afr1can ‘countries,
as to how banking 1nst~tut10ns ‘conld be used to. accelerate Afrlcan economic development.
The report was expected to ‘be ready before the end of the yearT. '
br. LLRDNER (Nigeria) said he was interested in the effects of dlfxerent
monatary systems on groups of States in the region. ﬁest Africa, for example, had
a variety of currencies whlch were to a large extent regulated by the metropolitan
countries concerned. Ee wondered how that 51tuat10n would affect the deqlre of
countries in the sub-regions to dévelop their own txade“and.ecnnomy. Accordlqg to
his recollection, the diecussionhfoutVOf which the resoiution‘had arisen had been
. concerned witi the development of trade and how it would be lnfluenced by monetany
systems. tied to other countries. = He requested that the point be mentloned 1n,the
report. . l . S
_ The EXSCUTIVE SquuTARY confirmed the recollect;on of the Nigerlan representatlve
. and asgsured him that the point would be covered in the report. o -
Mr. LETICHE (Secreﬁar1a+) said that the problem of how to 1ntegrate the -
currenc;es of the French—sPeaklng and ungllsthPeaklng terrltormes 80 al to expand
their development was a key point in khis report. :
Dr.. CARNWY (Slerra Leone) fully supporfed the programme as a. whole._lylt
might be asked, however, wqy 1nf1at10n and. savings were to ‘be deelt with see&rﬂtﬁ}y
(project. 02-12) 51nce they would undoubtedly be 1nc1uded in the reorganlzatlan -of.. the
banking qystems, whlch had elready started in many countr1es : Gt
_ .The ZAECUTIVL SECRAT APY sald thet the questlon would be deelt wlth under
-fprOJect 02-12. L _ e
Referrlng to Mr. uetlche s criticisms of banks, Mr. Au£DOU- (Seneg&l) seid
that, although some pf them were not unfounded, a fairer picture would have been
presented 1f attenulon had been drewn to the different functions of.dlfferent types
of bank and to the fact that they were not all interchangeable. : |
- The ZXECUTIVE SEC: AITARY explained that the report was only in preparatlon
. and could therefore not be discussed in cetail. Delegates would have their ooportunity
of dealing with it fully et the 1963 session.
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02-02 Public Finance - o
Mr. STiLENEOVIC (Secretariat)isaid that.this was a.twofold:project, both
parts of which weré of great importance. to.the:Africen countries. - - R

The first was aistudy .of taxation systems in Africa.end means of improving them

.46 meet economic development needs. - An analysis had elready been made of the income

“and revenue systems.of eighteen -countries, and a reportiappeared in the second issue

of the Economie Bulletin for ifrice..:'In view of the importance of . the subject, it

was»hoﬁéﬂ to stert s new study during the current.yesr; with the help.of a regional

‘dviger who would shortly be joinihg the Secretariat.

'J"The”sghond was a“sﬁﬁ&yJof4the'costs of governmentigservices, since:several
pafticipants~in the recent Budget Workshop had drawn attention.to the very high.
costs in many African countries. ' The task was a.difficult.oney but it was hoped
to recruit a- consultant for .the purpoesé.. ; Sl ' .

Mr. LASDIER (Nigeria) sgreed that the studies would be useful, but only . as
part of theiwhole question of government resources, and not as a first step. The

first essential was to establish national accounting systems, so &s to be able to

.« »compare the extent and utilization of government resources and the proportion used for

economic development.:~. For that purpese, a wide variety of systems would heye to. be
examined to find out which was most: suited to the African countries; .the one used
in-the United Netionms.wes not necessarily the most appropriate. Such a study.would

be beyond the resources of the Secretariat, with its limited steff, and: it wowuld be

advisable to enlist the help of the universities, in the countries where they existed.

~In:any case, the question:of goveroment salaries was a delicate one for an ocutside

. body %o handle.. - There Wwas an urgent need for austerity measures; Iigeria was-awere

of it and he hoped that more stress would be placed on it in the future... The.ireal
prcblem was: to build up resources and use them in the berd possible way.

Dr. CARNEY (Sierra Leone) agreed with the preceding speaker's gstimate:.

. of the relevance =nd importance of the: project as at present designed, If the

underlying ides was.to improve public¢ finance in ovder ito mobilize greater resources

. for economic development, it would be better first to undertake:s study:of natignal

public mccounting systems, so as to be zhle to assess the -significance of government

.-spending.. .Bearing in mind, too, the need for staff economy, he would therefore strongly

advocate deletion of the project, or. the subgti*ntion of some more meaningful study.



E/CN.14/P/5R.1-4(IV)
page 9 :

Mr. A£543D (Morocce) elso supported the Nigerien representative's‘views.
Experience in several African countries had shown that study of the péttern of‘public
income and expenditure was an essential preliminary to thé establishment pf long~term
forecasts. . | |

- Commenting on the suggestion that Africen universities snould be asaea to
co-operate in tie proposed studies, Mr. AMADOU (Senegal) stated tngt_the University
of Dakar, which had originelly been intended to serve 2ll territories formerly
comprising French Vest Africa, might contribute usgfully to that work through its
Institute of Economic Studies. - ' .. i

The EXZCUTIVE SECRETLRY remarked that the opposition to the prbject wes not
altogether unexpected. In including it in the proposed programme, he had been
-influenced by recent repeated pronouncements of eminent economlsts ﬁo the effect thet,
to deliver the goods, the African countries would have to tighten belts. In other
words, govermments must find additional funds from revenue to promote economic
development. Two matters required particular 1nvest1gat10n. public sPendlng on
edministration (salaries) and texetion systems (to determine whether taxatlon‘was
equitable and gave e fair yield). There thus seemed excellent grounds fo; undertaking
the -two studies comprising the project. o

The present issue was wnether ECA should go ahead 1mmed1ately wlth ‘the pfonosed
studies, or first make & preliminary study of national publlc_accountlng systems.
Before & final recommendation was reached he would like to hear moTe v1ews.., The
Secretariat had already made some relevant studies, but even a perfect system would
not by itself show how national expenditure could be saved.

M¥r, LARDNER (Nigeria) explained that he did not advocate that the project
‘be dropped. He was in full.égreement‘wlth the Executive Secretary that there was
room for concern &t . the high cost,of administration in African coupﬁrieg; . Some
countries, however, already reslized the significance for‘economic‘ﬁéfelopmeﬁf of
the mal-distribution of national resources under the inherited administrative gystom;
the Nigerian Government, for insiance, had become convinced of the need for en
austerity PTOgTampg. The essential aim of such a prooramme, however, vas not mereLy
to effect savings bub to redistribute resl resources in order to promote economlc
development. Nothing worth while would be achieved simply by tran§ferr1ng allocations

from one unproductive sector to another.
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His main concern was to av01d any study of texatlon systems thet would lead
merely to the constructlon of 8 model system. 7 The empho81s in the study should be
on tax admlnlstratlon procedures ‘and tax yields. DMoreover, to cover some fifty’
Africen countrles would undoubtedly strain ECA's gtaff resouroes and take a long
time..  That was hlS essentlel reason for advocat1ng enllstment of the co-operation
of unlvers1t1es. _ ' ' '

' . The EY“CUTIVF SFCnPTARY made it plaln that the Secretar1ot hed never meant
to cOVer every Afrlcan country. The studv wes de51gned to cover & ‘cross-section of
the Continent chosen to reflect the vonylng practlces. Moreover, some countries had
no un1vers:ty. _ - '

. The whole obJect of tne study was to increase nsbional savings in ‘order to promote
economic development._ It would obviously not be the fault of the study if governments
subsequently proceeded 10 aoply sev1ngs to unproductlve ends.

. hr. meDNER (ngerlo) sald his p01nt was prec1SeLy that in the first
1nstance more had o be done b0 br1ng Afrlcon governments and countrles to dee the
_ need to husband resources cnd to use them, together with foreign ald to the best
advantage in relatlon to needs. | Measures could then be taken to show governments
where money could 1eg1t1mate1y be saved and where spent. The Commlttee would be
falllng in its duty 1f 1t recommended the study W1thout first examlnlng the consequences.
. ) Mr. STAMENKOVIC (Secretarlat) was sure that no member of the’ Secretarlat
__would dlsagree' but the Niger1on repreSentatlve had in fact evoked the hlghly complex
“problem of how to flnance economlc development in oll 1ts component parts. "4 meeting
of experts was to study thot problem in lote 1963, '

Desplte the obJectlons, he still thought the prOJect would serve a useful purpose,
and he appealed ‘o members to glve further serious cons1derat10n to the issues before
flnally reJectlng 1t. - Perhmps the consensus would favour dropplng the flrst ¥tudy rather
than the whole progect. ' o ' ’

‘ - Mr. thJERI (Tunlslo) felt thot ECA should undertoke the study It was
better equipped to do so, since many of the countrles hed no economic 1nst1tutlons
of requlslte callbre. The progect wes one of the most 1mportpnt 1n the progremme and

should be malntelned as it stood.
“ e, MAYEKI (nger) said that, as the Executive Secretary had not rejected
the Nigerian representative's suggestion outrzght, his delegation would support action
based on a synthesis of the verious views. All delegotions were concerned at the

high cost of administration in African countries; and most Africans fully apprecicnted



E/CN.14/P/SR.1-4(1IV)
page 1l

the need for & policy of smusterity to remedy the unfortunate economic situation

left behind by the former colonial pdministrations. Indeed, in their relatively

short period of independence some“countrieo,had already done much towards re-organizing
their administraetive systems in line with national needs. His delegation accordingly
held that the Executive Secretary should be instructed to undertake tho proposed
studies with the help of African universities and regional advisers; the results
might enable the African countries 4o emerge sooner from their inherited economic
difficulties.

¥r. LBOU (Dahomey ) beld that what the new sdministrations in Africe needed
at once was guidance on austeriiy measures that would not cause undue difficulties
or problems. The project should therefore be maintained among programme priorities,
and stuiy of notlonal public accounting systems postponed.

Mr. nACEN (Maurltan1a) and Mr. PARKER (Liberia) endorsed the Niger
representutlve s suggestions for action.

Mr. AMADOU (Senepal) regretted that his earlier remarks seemed to have
started e controversy botween countries with universities and those with none. He
hed mentioned the University of Dakar purely because he believed it had a contribution
to make. Moreover, the Secretariat would no doubt seek the co-operation of nat;onal
econom1c 1nst1tutes in countries without universities.

Dr. CARNEY (Bierra Leone) remarked thet one point had so far been entirely
overlooked: +the intrinsic worth of the studies. Any study might be of interest in
itself; but the importont‘questioh was the value of the information. The project
would end in a blind alley, for the simple reason that there was no value in knowing
the pattern of government spending without also knowing the totsl resources available;.
an sccurate sssessment of total resources required an adequate system of ngtional
publicjoocounfs;" Moreover, the proposed studies would not cover resource mobilization,
or indicate the proportion of resources that governments should allocate for economic
development; they would be meaningless Because they would throw no light on whether
governments should raise more or less revenue by taxation. That was his underlying
reason for suggesting thet the project be dropped from the priority list and o
preliﬁinary study of national ﬁublic sccounting systems undertaken. After thet, a
study of govornmeﬁt'spending in the different sectors would then meoke sense. But
if the study should be made now it might be appropriately undertaken by universities

or other interested bodies.
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ir.’ LARDNER (Higeria) suggested that the two proposed studies be
re-formulated as follows: "(i) Study of existing texstion systems in Africa,

with syec1§l reference to weys of 1mpr071§g tax administration procedures and
1elds, {4i) Study of the cost and benefits of government services, with snec1al

reference tc the p0331b111t1es of mobilizing further resources for economic

development". ‘
" The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY welcomed the proposed new wording as stating

moTe clearly the whole object of the suggested studies, namely to find weys and

means of mobilizing further resources for economic development.  The Secretarlat
would have no difficulty in accepting it.

" With referencé' to the remarks of the Sierra Leone representative, he trusted N
that ECA wes not thought to be doing no work whatsoever on netionel gccounts.

The section on stetistics showed that one important meeting of national accountents

of the region end Secretariat experts had already been held; that the Internatlonal

Association for Reseerch in Income and Wealth hed decided, largely at the 1nstance
of the Secretariat, to hold:its 1962 meeting in Addis Ababaj end that the Natlonal
Acc&ﬁhts"SeCtion:of the Secretariat would be providing help ia the matter to
1nterested goveérnments. |

Secondly, he fully appreciated the vital 1mportance to Africa of co-ordlnatlng
ECA'S Pesearch with work in universities or research institutions, both in Africa |
and elsewhere. —Every endesvour was being and would continue to be mq.d.e to
meintain ¢lose liaison. in'work on matters of common interest.

lr. HADJERI (Tunisia) welcomed the latest suggestion of the ngerlan
representative, es the changes proposed substantieslly broadened the scope of the
studies. : _ _ , o - 77 .
‘ Mr. ACQUAH (Ghana )i remarked that.both sides in the discussiﬁn Obfioqgiy R

shared the same concern that the problem of mobilizing resources for economic
development should be broached; their scle difference was over method. The
studies as formulated in the repori seemed to meet all points at 1ssue.' ECL was
competent to undertake those studies, and elso to impress om governments the need .
to train netional research workers to undertake other sgimiler stulies, so that there

would be less need in the future to call on it for help in such work.

N
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02-03 Foreign Aid
tir. STAMENKOVIC (Secretariat) explained that the project was a long-

standing one, dating back to the Commission's first session. Under it the
Secretariat was required to present each year to the Commission & report on
bilateral and multilateral assistance to African countries and territories. The
reports had hitherto been prepared mainly by the Deportment of Economic and Social
Affairs at United Nations Headquarters. The current report, to be submitted uﬁder
agenda item 12(2), would be found in document E/CN.14/152.

¥r. BENTLEY (United Kingdom) pointed out that the Organization for Econonic
Co-bperation and Development hed also drawn up statistics on such assistance for the
‘years 1956-59, and was preparing similar date for 1960. No doubt the Executive
Secretary would wish to take that and other similar sources of information into
account in preparing the annual report for the Commission.

'The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY confirmed that that would be done automatically.
‘02-04_Legnl and Legislative Aspects of FEconomic and Social Development

ilr. STAMENKOVIC (Secretarizt) recalled thaet the project had been discussed

at length in the Committee the previous year and a more precise formulation drafted.

He régretted thet no work had yet been done under the project because of difficulty

in finding the right person to do it. He hoped thet during the year the services

of a'competent'consultant might be obtained and a start made on the preliminary work.
Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) drew attention to the pressing neod for a comparative

study of commercial legislation in Africa, based on geographical groupings rather

then on individual countries. Priority of study should also be assigned to industrial

legislation; and in both cases it would be particularly appropriate to examine the

experience of countries in 4sia and Latin Americe where attempts had been made to

adapt‘legislation to the changing needs of an evolving economy.

The meeting rose at 6,05 p.m.
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Sondey, 18 February 1962, at 9.10 a,m,

-
7,

Cheirmen: Mr, TEKLE HAIMANOT (Ethiopia)

Sseretary: - Mr, MATHU

PROGRAMME OF WOEX AND PRICRITIES WOR 1562 - 1963
" (B/0N.14/162/Rev.1) (ccnbinied)

- 02-10 Develonment Ranks
The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY said that work had sterted on the proaect, which

had been cenceiveld in pursuance of Cemmissicn resolution 27 (III). A group of experts
had met cn %wo occasions ord had finisned its work on 13 December with the adoption of
recommendationz, On 19 December 1961, the General Assembly had adopted & rosolutionl/
?mphagizinglihe‘ncceqsity of setting up regional banks in Africa, It was to be noted
thﬁt, while the Co“mlss;cq TGSOLHULOR rofe red Lo a single bank, the General Assembly
reseluticn envisaged soveral reg‘onal banks Tor Afrlca They had therefore to choose
._betwaen the two tewds. IFroject Ué—lo,be*onged to the category of special priority
Pprojects and Eed been conclated; +he Commission must therefore come to B decision so
és to ennble the Scoreiarict to resume its study of the question,
_ Mz, B (S;ncgal)_ccnside:ed that the Cormission should instruct the
‘Secr&tarl at to continve iig siudy of the questicn, because the report of the experts
containad more gueries +han enswers. Tt wec obvious that a singlo bank for the
continorﬁ, whisch would hawé . regieral study offices, would heve more capital and
greater prestig: than regiznal banks, while a% the some time it would have a broader
notlon of African po oblems, ) . :

=, AFPIAT (ghana, expleined “het, particularly in its paragraph 5, the
resolution alzpti~d by the Gereral Aszc:bly was a compronise text supported by the
verious delegabions 3 hid submitted the text to he Second Commitbee, although their
opiniong differs?, soze hed Zevoured o single bank and others several banks,
Since the feccad Comritbec had nod been ccaposed of benking specialists, it had not
wished Vo projudge t2e quesition and had been content with laying down the general

lines on whick the Cormmigsica conld do pesitive work.

1/ 1718 (xvr),
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Mr. DOUKEALI tMoroCco);'Mr. CARNEY (Siérra Leone) and Mr. de SOUZA (Dahomey)
apreed that there was no need for the Committee to open a debate on the substance
of the question. It was merely & matter of deciding'whéther or not the project was
to continue to appear in the work programme . ' -

' Mr, HASSEN (Mauritania) and Mr. MAYAKI (nger) said that in view of the
impﬁrtance of the question the Secretarlat should continue its study, whatever deci-
sion the Comm1851on might reach during its session, | -

Mr. LARDNER {(Nigeria) said that re5pon51b111ty for changing the work
programne rested with the Commission itself, The Commlttee had met to ensure that
the programme conformed to the interests of all Africa. The programme before it was
astOnlshlngly incoherent and unbalanced. Thus, 1nstead of glvlng firat- place to the
four most 1mportant questlons for the future of Africa - natural resources
1ndustr1a11zat10n, transport and trade ~ it allotted a large place to communlty
development and social security, which were but consequences of economic development
It was precisely economic development that should receive first place.- - Further the
programme should be sufflclently flexible to evolve with the situation.

' Mr. ATTIGA (Libya) said that the Committee was there not to draw up & new
‘programme but tO'make certain that the programme outlined by the Secretariat conformed
40 the recommendations adopted at previous sessions, The programme included permanent
projects - the Commission could change their category only with difficulty beceuse of
the work already started - and new projects. With regard to the ﬁermanént projects,
the members of the Committee had best confine themselves to any suggestions that

‘might Have come to mind since the third session and let the Commission take ‘decisions.
The Commlttee should devote most attention to the new projects, with 8 view to
determlnlng if the rank allotted to them by the Secretariat in the order of priorities
was suitable. ' ' '

Mr. CARNEY (Sierra Leone) had understood from the remarks of the Executive
Secretary at the previous session that the Commlttee had the right to change the
programma by maklng deletlons, ‘additions or changes in order.

Mr. ROSSEN (Secretarlat) recaliled that the powers of the Committee, as
" defined by the Execubive Secretary, derived from & decision taken by the Commission
itself at its first session. h -

Mr, APPIAH (Ghena) said thet his delegation felt that the Committee un-
guestionably had the right to make any changes required by the changing situation in

the work programme submitted by the Secretariat.
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. Mr, RAMANGASOAVINA (Madagascar) ; supported by Mr. ZELLEKE (Ethiopia),

:thought_that‘the Committeehwasbquite compgtqnt to revise thertpgraqmp; Priority
should be given to the four subjects mentioned ﬁy_the raprpsehtatife‘of Nigeria, but
. Without neglecting certain important points like technical studies, and social,
financial or other research.
o - Mr. DOUKKALI (Morocco) thought that it would be &dv1sable, at the present
39851on, to follow the usual procedure, without lesing sight of the need to nge
priority to the four main subJects already mentioned. :

Mr, PARKER (leerla) proposed that the Committee, w1thout debatlng the
substance, should accept the proposals of the group of experts, approve Project 02-10,
and refqr it to the Comngs;on.

. It was so decided. .

Mr, BASSEN (Maur1tan1a) proposad that the Comm1ttee should continue
conaidgrathn of the work programme in the numericel order of @he prqaects.

| It was so decided.

02-11 Budget WorkshoE

Mr, LIGTHART (Secretariat) drew the attention of the Comnittee to the
report of the Pirst Workshop on Budget Reclassifiﬁ&tion_and Management (E/CN.14/117),
and pointed out that the Secretariat had proposed a Seéond workshop for 1963 or 1964,

' Mr. LARDNER (ngerla) wondered whether the Committee should not give slight
prlorlty to that proaect, as the Secretariat did not seem.certain of being able to
carry it out in the immediate future. _

_ Mr, ATTIGA (Libys) gtressed the 1mport&n09 of studies whlch would enable
the Africen countries to introduce uniform methods of national accountancy end to send
to ECA, for the purpose of its economic researches, information which would be easily
comparable.

Mr, CARNEY (Slerra Leone) recalled that the Secretarlat of the United
Nations had published an important study on functional-economic clasgification of
government accounts. The studies in view might therefore lead to overlapping. In
any cese, they should not appear among the special priority projects,

Mr. RAMANGASOAVINA (Medsgescar) and Mr. de SOUZA (Dahomey) .supported the
representative of Sierra Leone and proposed that project 02-~11 should not appear on

{the high priority list.
It was so decided. |
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-02-12 Inflation and Savings
Mr, OYRZANOWSKI (Secretariat) explained that the new project was to be

carried out in 1962, in co-ordination with projects 02-01 (Monetary Systems) end
02~02 . (Public Finance). Those studies were complementary, and their main purpose

was to facilitate the establishment of monetary policies which would assist in the
utilization of national resources and promote African economic development. Project
02-~12 also came within the competence of the Conference on the Financing of Economie

Development, which was to be held in the autumn of 1962.

Mr. CARNEY {Sierra Leone) said that he would be surprised if the studies
. in view yielded any positive results theoretically. There was already abundant
documentation on inflation and savings. The work which remained to be done wes
rather within the competence of the national authorities - governments and central
banks, which would have to decide, in the light of generally accepted theories,

- whether they wished to have recourse to cost-price inflation as distinct from
currency inflation as a means of economic development, and if so, at what point such
inflation seemed to represent a danger to their economy. '

Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) also feared that the Secretariat would only carry out
work of purely academic interest, in view of the fact that inflation was a phenomenon
practically unknown on the African continent.

Mr. de SOQUZA (Dahomey) agreed with the views on inflation expressed by the
representatives of Sierrs Leone and Nigeria. Inflationary tendencies in Africa had
always been caused by external factors connected with the economic situation of the
former colonial countries. = The question of savings was, however, exitremely important
for the African States, and should attract the special attention of the Commission,

Mr, ROSSEN (Secretariat) pointed out that the purposé of the proposed studies
was, not to examine the present situation of Africa with respect to inflation, but to
help new African States to lay the foundation of & healthy monetery econsmy without
having to run the risks of controk¥led inflation.

Mr, ATTIGA (Libya) was happy to note that certain African countries had not
experienced and seemed not to fear inflation. Libya, on the contrary, had been
.obliged to make & thorough ‘study of the situation after its accession to independence,
because fears of inflation had been aroused by the changes effected in the structure
of its economy. Moreover, travel about Africa was enough to show that in many

countries there was at least & fairly symptomatic rise in prices if not inflation proper.
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I+ would therefore not be wise to delete the project. . The Commitiec gould, however,
direet it:.mere definitely: towards etonomiec development by.asking the, Secretarist to
collect:as complete information. as possible on:production and, prices:iand to try to
-determine the: level:at, which inflation would probably compromise rather then promote
~econbmic. development.;:. .The: interest of the study was. far from merely: academic.-

.+ Mr,’ RAMANGASOAVINA . {Madagascar) attached great- importance to.ths study of

rsavings, about which very little was lknown in Africa, as savings hardly existed .
there except in the form of hoarding.- .Otherwisejhe recognized that project 02-12 did
-npt deserve & very:high priority.. _ S - . .

Mr, .HADJERI (Tunisia) said that, if inflation meant & rise in prices when
production was stagnant, there certainly was inflation in Africa. . Undoubtedly, in-

- adequacy of  statisical data masked the situntion. - It.was, therefore,. essential that
the Commission should. continue its work on the problem, provided that the study on
inflation was connected with that: on. savings and those responsible resolutely eschewed

1@ purely-European outlock and concerned themselves above all with producing. specific
remedies appropriate to the:situwation: in Africa and the dictates ofhthé-genaral
economic. policy. ; . L RTINS .

BRI :Mr. de SOUZA (Dahomey) Tepoated that: the. Afrlcan countries: had not

experienced inflation in its clasaical sense of excess of demand over supply. - He

> therefore considered that the proposed study was premature.

- Mr, CISSE (Guinea): stressed that there was. permanent inflationin.all.

o underrdeveloped countries: simply because their: economies were directed. by: remote
v eontrol from the outside; because they had outlets rather than markets and because
~derisory prices for their products were imposed upon. them. -

Mr. SOW {Senegal) said that, at a time: when most independent African States
should: be establishing & really national eurrenecy and revising their relations with
;- the former issuing banks, their first concern was: to know how inflation. and savings
could be used for eccnomic development. i The iwo should not be separated, sinee one
was the antidote to the other. T y L .

Mr. ‘LARDNER {(Nigeria) considered it more important that netional planners
should be taught. how to curb infletion when it: ocourred than.that the various signs
of -inflation should be studied. P ST = SO

Mr. DOUKKALT (Moroceo) likiewise .considered that. all. question. related to

inflation should be:studied,: above all.in comnexion: with: training projectsi.
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Mr. APTIGA {Libya) agreedl with the representative of Senegal and suggested
as o compromise solubtion that in 1962 the Secretariat should maintain project 02~01
in its present form =nd in 1963 or 1964 i% should make a more advanced study,
expanding the work in the senge indicated by various members of the Committes.

Mr. ROZSIN !Scersioriat) summarized the discussion and suggested that in
1962 projéct 02-12 should be accorded a fairly low priority and its execution linked
up with project 02-01 and with the work of setting-up an economic development
institute.

It was so agreed,

N The weebing wos suspended ot 11.15 &.m. and resumed at 11,35 &,.m.
02--13 Administretive Problom~ of African Governments

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY indicated that after consulitation with the Public

Administration Division o Headouarters in New York it had been agreed to convene the

Wl

Seminar cn the Administrotive Problems of African Governments in October 1962.  The
Committee would mo Goubt wish +2 sreposn tha* the Commission should await the
recommendations of ine pariicipanis in that Seminar - who would be high officials from
African States, assizted by czperbts in administrative questions — before deciding on

the future work of +ha Saersteriat in that field.

There beins no comments, 12 _wns 50 decicded.

15
“a

03-01 Prov ems sad Prospecis of Foreion Tiade for African Countries

Wr. W2l (Sceroberint) seid thet, apart fron the activities in the programme,
the Standing Cenmittee cn Trode would hold its first meeling in May 1962, In 1963,
there would bs two sominaws cn “he local produsts of West Aprica and Fast Africa.
Finally, & mecting ¢f {wadc expsris was planned before the end of 1962,

Mr. LAEDUER /Misaric) pointed cut ithat ECA's activities should be
principally dizected to %he cevelonment of the Africon economies, It was therefore

of primary irmorttace to 4itgsTer ihe possibilities which inereased production would
offer the African counéries for %he development of their trade, At the previous
session, the representative of Ccnge (Leopoldville) had quite rightly stressed the
need to undersake the study of the prcspects for foreign trade at the sub-regional
level, to cxamine the strirture of imperts and exports in each sub-region, the supply
of raw materials, ots.. All those questions were of more importance in the develop-

ment of intra-Africar “=ads than the organizaticn of customs, fiscal policies or
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préferential agreemen’ss, He would theroiore propese the deletion from the work
programme of %1l the projecis écaling with thote questicns and suggest that the
Secretariat be asked to deal with all foreign trede problems on & sub-regional
basis,

Vro FPAIMI (United Arab Rleprvblic) urged that the Secretariat's studies
and douument 'should decl in general with ceriain grours of questions or certain
rreducts, altheugh it wonld Le derirabie 1o axtend their zcope 50 a5 to cover all
the African countries. He had made the same conment 2t the previous session with

regard to the incidences ot Durepecen ccenemic groups; it was equally applicable to

died a3 a whele and not from the sub-regional angle.
e douabtful abeut the extent to which the study

o
<
w
&

foreign itrade, which skzuld

s

M:° CARVEY (3iewra Lecnsa)
+

S —r
il
£
]

of customs Bvebtems ceuld balp to speed ur trads bdoiween couniries most of which

m

belonged *+5 differunt ecenomic blcee. - Fa wos efraid tha’ such a study would only

U ¢

gerve as & pretart To _vede the wwin preblem, which was the development of production
in African cornizios and tha sobiinmgens of or Afrizan common market.

‘ br, NYRAN {Bucrelerict) roanted sut thet tha Cemmission had conducted or
was co“d:u,,mw © oprmdaer of 37udics cn indosdorielization and that project 03«01 should
be linked wi’h projests 13-01 {Iadmsbdiel Eeovers an? Industrial Planning) and 12-01

(Transport). Fo Lked conbent, tle proiest under diseussion had real significance.

Mr, ATUIGL (Tdlpng dotd $hat ohiuiler on cuscoms orgonization in the various

cparts of Africa csuld mot Jeil lo Jeedlitate AFvican breda. In his view the

Secretarial shel s t Afric;; and ~eter o North Africa, the study begun

suproyied tua reprerenvative of Libya, He did not
think thet =epavade stviles sio 37 To monds on Intro=Africen trade and trade between
the Africen coumtrien ond ather coitlnenis, es the siuvay of trade relations between
the Africari wegicn 20l oibor proes of the rorld wonld Dring out the possibilities of

“he &fvican couniTins,

(%-
i1
o
el
‘_-:.
:S—‘
j

trade opgre-mon
Wr. PADJERI (T;nisia) agroed that nducirinlizetion woe one of the main
factors in “he eecnamioc Zevelorzen® of L22isza, but sirsssed the importence of foreign
trade, &nd rove partisulnriy of iptra~Africn tradn nrotlens, African trade whether
developed or mhapastel Crandeld en trnda welsticiy bobvween the African and the
Europeen cowntries, Ta Fumdola, it had Deen observed nfter independence that 90

per cenv of wrade vie with rre Eurospesa countrr, L3 atterrt had been made to
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diversify Tunisian trade with the.ﬁoropean countries and to orgenize trade with
African countries., He therefore supported the study of the problems of intra-
African trade. SR o

Mr, 'LARDNER (ngerla) d1d not understand how the study on customs
organlzatlon could help in the develoPment of 1ndustry. Furthermore, it muat not'be
forgotten that the prospects of markets in western Europe Wwere SomeWhat restr1cted.-
Instead of harklng back to old problems, the Commlttee should’ try to find & solution ¢
to the ex1st1ng situation in Afrlca. o . TR ' :

‘Mr, ZELLEKE (Ethiopia) thought thet the best way bf stlmulating African ' =
trade was to seek to leeISlfy the productlon of Africhn countries. Customs '~
administration was secondary, and the efforts of the Secretariat should be directed -
primarily towards the diversification of produotlon.inr R | |

Mr. DOUKKALI (Morocco) drew attentlon to ‘the 1mportance of agrrcultur&l
productlon. He stressed that the sav1ngs necessary ‘to ‘the industrialization of a
country 'could be formed out of agrlcultural productlon, the effect of wh1ch ‘was to glve
rise to industrial investments. A ’ S

 Mr. ATTIGA (L1bya) shared the views expressdéd by ‘the *tepresentatives of

Nigeria, Ethlopla and Moroceo, Studles on customs administration should be carried
out in the various Afrlcan regions, because “theéy would: permit the ellmlnation of 'V
obstacles to 1ntraeAfr1can trade, but the Secretariat should neVertheless cOncentrate

H

its offorts on industrialization.

'““‘“Mf. LARDNER - (ngerla) p01nted ‘out that the Seeretariat!s resourees ware
11m1ted and should be used wisely. It was therefore 1mportant that 1ndustrlsllzation}”
whlch ‘was ésSential to Afrlca s ‘¢tonomic development, shohid hot be saorxflced tg O
secondo:y questzons sioh as trensit and customs admlnlstratlon." '

B pHe EXECUTIVE' SECRETARY said’ that declslons concernlng ‘fhe ‘Secretatiat®s
work sﬁould be t&ken by’ the Comm1581on. ﬂe recalled 'fhat the Worklng Party on Customs
Admlnlstrotlon in‘West Aftica hed suggedted that a similar study should bé made:in ‘
other pdrts of Africa. “As’to 1ndustr1ailzatlon, the few Director of'the Division of
Industry, Transport ‘and Natural Resources would be submzttlng projeets to the Commission.

 Mr. PARKER (Liberia) obServed that the mémbers of the Committee Were'unanimous
in recognizing that inBustrialization and transport were pr1or1ty questions, whereas
customs admlnlstrotlon wak secondary. He therefore suggested g1v1ng the latter

project 1ower priority and g01ng en to the next pro;ect

o
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The CHAIRMAN thought that suggestion would be acceptable to all.

Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) thought the Commlttee should gzve very low prlorxty
10 the pro;ect under conszderatlon.

Mr. SOW (Senegal) pointed out that the Afrlcan countries were equally
1gnorant of the moral and meterlal oond1t1ons in Whlch 1ntra-Afr1can trade could
develop. He stressed the fact that 1ndustry functloned dlfferently in under-developed
countrles. It should not be forgotten that the raw mater1als used in 1ndustry'had |
often to be 1mported and that Africen countries Were ob11ged 40 call upon foreign '
techn1c1ans = which all 1ncreased the cost price of goods. Certain countr1es which
WaTe loud in calllng fof‘the 1ndustr1a11zat10n of Africa refused to buy Afrlcan
products whlch were dearer than those they could 1mport from Eur0pean countries.
Intra~-African trade would develop only when African oountrles had understood the B
dlfflcultles pecullor to 1ndustry in Afrlca. o

| Mr. ATTIGA (L1bye) sa1d he would prefer not to use the terms "hlgh
prlor1ty“, end "low pr1or1ty ‘ Ae customs administration had elready been stud1ed o
in West Africa, the Secretarlat should-proceed with slmllar studies in other parts'
of Afrloa.‘ He auggested, however, that high priority should be accorded onxy to
1ndustr1a11zat10n but no reference made to the fact that the equally 1mportant
study on customs admlnlstratlon should heve a lower degree ‘of prlorlty.

W1th reference to the stetements made hy the repreSentatlve of Senegal,

Nr. DOUKKALI (Morocco) mentroned another factor in the development of 1ntra—Afr1cen
trade: the consumptlon of Afrlcan products. He asked if the Secretar1at could
organlze exhlbltlons wlth 8 view to publlclzlng the products of the various Afrxoun
countries throughout the contlnent. -

Mr., de SOUZA (Dehomey) requested that the study on trade relations should be
m51nta1ned in the prograumme of work because 1t would permlt the complet1on of trade
arrangements betWeen Afrioan countr1es. Slmllarly, oustoms administration should be
studled in verlous parts of Afr1ca, beeause it happened ‘that certain Afrlcan countr1es
refusad to buy Afrlcan products 0W1ng to the cuatoms d1ff1cu1t1es entailed. Flnally,
stud1es on trade relatlons between the Afrlcan reglons and other parts of the world
should not be neglected, becauSe the economic decolon1zat1on of Afrlcan countrles was
not yet complete. ‘ '

) Mr. LARUNER (ngerla) p01nted out that trade was b11ater&l end as a rule
depended upon the reolprocal advantages to be galned by the interested pertles.
While he did not object to studies on those quesn;ons, he did not consxder them

ossential,
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Mr., SOW (Senegal) said that the taxes imposed by certain countries were
another obstacle in the way of intra-African trade. 4s to what the representative of
Nigerie had said, intra-African'trade should in his opinion be considered on a
multilateral rather than bilateral basis,

Mr. CARNEY (Sierra Leone) asked the Chairmen to put to the vote the question
of the prlorlty to be accorded to the pro;ect

Mr, ATTIGA (Libya) requested the representative of Sierre Leone n:t to
insist on his request for a'vote, and suggested that the Committee should meraly
invite the Secretariat to giVe high pr10r1ty to’ projeota relating to ‘ndust.y and
transport, o '

Mr. de SOUZA (Dahomey) supported the suggestion of the reprssentasive of. . ..
Libya. S . . L o
Mr, CARNEY (Sierta Léone) agreed.

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY expressed regret that the question iad nov been put
to the vote, because the Secretariat would have liked to receive prec.se in~tructions
on the matter. | ‘ ' '

Mr, CISSE (Guinea) ®said he was astonished that the study had been refused
by the representatives of countries that were prisbners of a customs cnclav.., They
should not forget that production and not the marketing of products c-nstit:ted the
nost important question. Despite the impact of trade on the national econcmy, & |
countiy might be obliged to take & politico-economic decision not exciusively
conditioned by commodity prices. '

"It ‘was inadﬁibéible that oertain products which were 75 per cent foreiya and nade’
to appear ‘African’should be’ con#idered es originating in Africe. ' I

“'Mr, LARDNER (Nigeria) said he would agree to the study being mainiained in

the programme of work provided that it was not considered essential and provided R

further that it would be concerned with trade relations and not with ‘rade conditions,

The meeting rose ot 1,20 p.m.
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THIRD MEETING
.+ .. Sunday, 18 February 1962, at 2.40 p.m. .
Chairman ¢ e Mr . TMKLE hAIMANOT (Ethlopla)
‘Sécretarx):- c o Mr. MALHU '

S

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES, FOR .1962-1963 (“/CN 14/162 Rev.l) (contlnued)

; The CHAIRMAN appealed to representatives. under rule 46 of the Compission's
rules of proqedure to llm;t‘the;xnxptﬁrventlons_tp five minutes, because of the,
shortness of the time left to thé_Committee in which to compleve its work,

1

03_ International Trade.

Mr, NYPAN (Secretarlat) introduced the remaining pro;ects under tnls heading .

(except 03-10). Under' prp;gct 03-02 {(Regional and Preferentinl Trade arrangements), he
said, the Secretariat hadi§repargdba report on recent developments in western-European
economic groupings (E/CN.14/139),lincluding the most recent decision of. the Buropean . -
Economic Community on a comﬁdh agricultural policy. That would be studied by the
Stending Committee on Trode at its next meeting in ifgy; 1962, _ .

Two further papers were ¢xpected to be ready for issue wlﬁhln the next few
weeks.. The first, on the Commonwealth preferenticl system in 4frica, had becn held
back on account of the current‘negotiations.betWeenlthe United Xingdom, and the European
Common Market, The second related to African. trade. w1th .centrally-planned ocpnomaes.‘ﬁ

Project 03-04, a continuing activity, included the bublication of a "Forelgn‘
Trade Newsletter" containing-informatien teken from: periodicals and newspgger reports.
I+ was hoped that Afrlcgnvggverpmepts.wqglq:agrge‘tqtgpg}patenpgrmuneny goyresponﬂentg,
to the publication, in order ﬁhgtJ@ew,develppmenﬁs might be fully repqrted?w The
Conference of African Bﬁsinessmgp‘(p:qject.OB:;;),badep:iginally.been‘plﬁnnﬁd.ior,l9613
and was now scheduled to take place in 1962. .4 spegific conference.secretariat in . .
Monrovia was primarily respon91ble, und ECA was merely helplng with arrangements for
the Conference. Lt A. S e e e ,...m.....;.....,,.. R

Projects 03-12 and 03-13 (Transit Problems in West Africa), had already come in
for comment at the previous meeting. Preparatory work was expected to start during
the year, and it was hoped that the Panel of Experts on Transit Problems might be
convened towards the end of 1962 and the Working Party on Frontier Traffic during 1963,
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Mr., PARKER (leerla) recalled that a'prelininarylconferenoe of Afriban Business-
men had been held in ﬂonrov1a in 1960, to study some common problems in 1ntra—afrlcan
trade. A&t meetlngs of the Steerlng Commlttee for the progected Conference, held at
Monrov1a and Casablanca in early 1961, 1t had come to 11ght that many of the proposals
made at the earlier Conference had already to some extent been 1mplemented by ECA and
certain Africen polltlcal grouplngs. however, some aspects of the original programme
were still subject to dlscus51cn, and it had been decided to proceed with the project.
His delegation, once fully represented would be able to give the Commission more
1nformat10n on the sub;ect. |

' Mr. NYPAN (Secretarlat) outllned the baciground to project 03-10, The
Executive Secretary was arranging to convene a meetlng of African prlmary-produclng
countries to consiler the position of the agricultural commodities of main interest
tc them, and preparatory work was now proceedlng in collaboration with United Nations
Headquarters and the Food and Agrlculture Organlzatlon. The Nigerian Government was
considering a proposal that the meeting should be held in Lagos during June 1962,
04-01 Economlc Bulletin for Africa

Mr, STA:ENKOVIC (Secretarlat) recalled that the Comm1351on, at its flrst

session, had coneluded that it ooght to produce a more flexible publlcatlon than an
annual economiec surrey for afriea, and ha&”acCOrdingly decided that an economic bulletin
should be published twice yearly. The practice”had thus far been to devote the first '
issue of the year to an analysis of the ourrent economic 31tuat10n, and the second issue
to sPeclal articles on subJects of specific 1nterest 1o African countries and on
activities of the Commission. The bulletln was 1ntended not only to meet the immediate
needs of Qorernment officials, but also to provlde documentary material on Afr1can
problems for universities and research workers.

The EXECUTIVE SDCRETARY added that he was ser1ously considering the
preparation of an economic survey of Africa since 1956, to be completed by the end
of 1963 and submitted to the Commission at its sixth session in 1964, The Committee
would recall that an earlier survey covering the years 1950-1956 had been submitted to
the Commission at its 1960 session in Tangier} He hoped‘the resources at his disposal
would enable him to carry out the task, |

Mr, LARDNER (ngerla) congratulatod the nxecutlve Secretary on the exoellent
work done in produclng the Econom*c Bulletln, and suggested that future numbers
should include a bibliography of publlcatlons put out by ECA and the other regional

economic commissions.
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05 Soclal Aspects of Economlc Development ‘ .
Mrs. BASTER (Secretar au) stated that project 05-01 dealt with soclal

problams and pOllCleS in relatlon to economic change. Part of her assignment as a

reglonal adv1ser on social development had been to collaborate in the preparation of
the *eglonal chapter on Afrlca for the 1963 Report on the World Social S1tuat10n,

in gatherlng together the evaleable materlal on major social trends, the staff were
exploring much of the area of research covered by the project.

An attempt had been made to formulate the prOJect in e somewhat more p031t1ve
fashion than hitherto, following as far as possible indications provided by recent
working parties and expert gr?ups.‘ To take account of proposals made-by_the_ﬁorking
Party on Economic and Social Development and the Standing Committee on Community
Development and Soclal Jalfare, the uxecutlve Secretary proposed to amend the wording
of study (b) by adding at the end the phrase: "and values and institutions
conducive to development", . The maln purpose of the addition was to ensure that the
positive_induceﬁents es_well as the barriers tg_chenge should be covered by the
study. | | |

A similar ampllflcatlon was proposed for study (c), the formulatlon of whlch

would now read: "Ana1v51s of_ the Social Aspects of Development Plans and of

Expendlture on Social Prqgranmes, and the Integratlon of Social Programmes and

Policies in Comprehensive Development Plansf,y The addition was intended to make 1t _
possible to follow up the discussion that had taken place on those topics in the

Working Party on Social and Economic Development, and in particular to co-operate with
the Deveiopment Unit in the prepafetory work for the group of experts expected to meet

in 1963 to cdiscuss planning in the social sectors in relation to overall development

plans. _ ‘ :

She drew attention to the references.to co—-ordination with other projects and
with the work of the Development Uﬁit and the Standing Committee on Community
Development and Social Welfare, The Standing Committee had put forward at its latest
meeting e number‘of seggestipns for reseerch, as a guide to the subjects considered
inportant by those concerned with Vhe executien of social pelicy.

The iines of work proposed under the ﬁroject would allow the Secretariat to
make the best use of its limited staff resources.

Mr, de SQUZA (Dazhomey) thought the eord "social" somewhat narrow, and
suggested that it‘be replaced by the word "eociologicel“, which embraced the position

of the individual in society.
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Cormenting on the section as a whole, Lir. LaRDNER (Nigeria) said that his
delegation believed that the emphasis there should be on training, and more especielly
on the training of national planners in social development. The Standing Committee on
- Community Development and Social Welfare had already noted that viewj; but he would
like an assurance that adequate steps would be taken to put the poliey into effect.
The studies should merely constitute the background for the training.

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY referred the previous speaker to the section of the
training programme which contained all the training projects in every field of activity
under one heading. (E/CN,14/162, page 49)}). Project 41-02 was devoted to treining in
economic¢ and social planning.

Introducing the projects on population and urbanization questions
(05-02, ~03, -10 and -11), Mr. COMHAIRE (Secrctariat), remarked that they were both
modeat and ambitious. They were modest because they purported merely to clarify
certain social aspects of economic development, and because they were limited to studies
and left the decision on action to be taken by others. They were ambitious because
the small staff was being called upon to fashion the tools that would enable others to
act more effectively.

The Standing Committee had given an impetus to the work by putting forward valuable
recommendations, including one proposing that studies on Africen municipal taxation
- and- small traders should be .undertaken in 1963,

Mr., ATTIGA (Libya) proposed that, to avoid duplication of work, the study
on the economic and social implications of migration be ineluded under project
0502 rather than under project 05-01(b). The subject would obviously have to be
covered in any study of demographic factors, and the same work should not be repeated
elsewhere,

The CHAIRMAN answered that the Executive Secretary was ready to sccept the
suggestion.

Mr, LARDNER (Nigeria) recommended that first priority be given to project
05-03(a). A mass of information on urbanization in under-developed regions, including
Africa, was already available, and the most urgent need of african governmenis was for
a summary of the findings to be derived from that information, to guide the framing

of urbanizetion policy.
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The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY agreed that the activity was very important. Under
project 05-01 it was plemned: to convene a meeting of national officials responsible for
- urbanization in April 1963, when all aveilable information would be placed &t their
disposal and arrengements mede for an exchange of views. It was hoped that the resultis
would:prove>useful to African governments. |

Mr. CHIDZERO (Secretariat), introducing project 05-04, said that the Executive
. Secretary .desired the Committee's guidance on future pursuit of the activity. 4 number
of sub-regional studies on:the economic and social consequences of racial dis-
_eriminatory prectices had olready beenm carried out, and the point at issue was whether

those studies should be extended to the remeining sub-regions, or whether priority
should be given to -studies in depth in the sub-regions already covered, or to studies

of specific aspects of the question, A4ll three methods had advantages and disadvantages.
Under the terms of the goverming resolution the Secretariat was bound to continue sub-
regional studies,-which might yield little of substance while other more important

arcas were neglocted; hence the need for the Committee's guidence.

Mr. ATTIGA (Libya) was impressed by the way in which the Secretariet had
handled a most difficult and delicate subject. The main value of the work, as he saw
it, was to establish an inventory of racial discriminetory practices that were more or
less. institutionel or legal: i.e. recognized and condoned by society and in some cases
reinforced by legislation. Once the situation throughout the region in resyect of such
practices was known, action could be taken to abolish them. Ho accordingly hoped thet
work would continue to be focussed on those points until the whole region had been
covered.

Mr, LARDNER (Nigeria) thought there might be some advantage in conducting
further research in depth in the areas already covered, in order to perfect the
Secretariat's investigating techniques and grasp of the problems. The processes of
rocial discrimination were often so complex and elusive that more deteiled study was
needed for their proper understanding.

.. . dr, MORGADO (Portugel) supported the view of the Libysn representative that
the studies shoﬁid be extended to the remaining sub-regions in order that the Commission

might get & generel picture of the problem throughout the region &s a whole.
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06 Statlstlcs

‘ l Introduclng this sectlon, YMr. BERTHET (Secretarlat), said that the verious
proaects listed under it regresenied_an _extension of the progremme submitted in the
prev1ous year' the object was stlll the same, namely to helJ ifricen countries to
1mprove their statistioal services so &s’ better to meet—eoonomlc and soecial plannlng o
needs. '

Projectm06—01-constitutédlthe basis of the whole programme, and 19 countries had °
already drawn up plans fot'dé#eioping“théifwé%étiaticalﬂsefvicés. A new development
had teken place in technicel assistancé which it wos believed would meet o 10ng-fe1t
want, namely the establishment of a regional advisory sarvxce, compriging the three
permanent staff members and five reglonal.advisers assigned under the Un1tad.Na$1nns
Technical Assistance Programme, to prov1de a short-torm*oonsultaiJV9.servloe to
supplement longer—termqterhn;cal_a851stance. B

'Heé went on to describe the work +o be doné under the other projetts, and 1astky

~drew-attention to‘thertralningﬁprogrammealnoludsd in' the' general'sectlon’on tra1n1ng.
The worst bottleneck in the whole programme was lock ef trained stetisticisns, and it
was hoped that three tralnlng centres for m1ddle—gradehatatlstlclans would be-evdilable
by 1962. ECA was slso giving 3331stance to & training centre for top-level
statisticians, ahd was maﬁlng'arrangements to receive candidates for training in
operatlon of the data—processlng machines. avallahle in the recently;estahllshed N
Secretariat.mechanical unit, = : ‘ L o
Mr. AHMED (Morocco) congratulsted ‘the Secreotarist on the work done in =

statistics. The task was tedious but indispensable, since accurate statistical data
were needed for accurate Porecasting of trends in ecomomic development. His country,
'recoghiiing the importancé'bf the task, had followed ECA's recommendations by re-
organiziﬁg its statistical services and instituting training courses for stetisticians.

One side of the work, however, appeared to have been somewhat neglected,“ndmely
agricultural statistics. It was difficult énough to obtain accurate statistics on
industry, but even more difficult to obtain them on sgriculture, because of the un~ -

predictable conditions. His delegation would dccordingly like to see permament contact
established between ECA and the FAO agricultural sta%istical unit, with a view to

improving agricultural statistics in ifrica.
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Mr. CARNEY (Sierra Leone) said he had been interested tc learn tnat bCA LI
statisticgel section now hod »;me¢hanieal. unit where tralnlng mlght be glven in the use
of datg-processing machines., He asked what, gxactly the fa0111tles con51sted of.

Secondly,. he asked why. it was con51dered necessary to prepare methodologlcal
manugls. on household surveys and, the like adgpted spegifically to african coﬁdltxoné
(project 06-04(b)), and whether such adaptations would still conform with the
recogn;zed basic. regplrement of .international comparability af, statlst;cs.

: . BERTHET (Sucretarlat) expleined; that the recently—establlshe& mechanlcal
unit was p;ov1d9d with IBY date-processipg machines,. and that phg intention was to,
engble Africen governments tp, send,suitgble; persons to Addis Ababa for traiping in .

] . P Frow et ‘,']

their . pperatiop.. .., . e L
There was, po. contpad;cthn between.ECA's efforts to draw P methodolog}oai‘m@nuqls

suited to African conditions and the need for ensuring ;ntgrp@o;opalﬁq9mggygb;%%§y,S;ﬁﬂ

statisties, Experience had; shown that the methods sgip&b}g_fpp_psq:igTanaggeg countries

could: npt be sueeessfully epplied in the lessradvanced countries withowt sdpphebion. .

tao: their peculiar conditions. There wps no questicn, hpweyer, of: compromising. on

recognized internstionsl, standards. for the compilation of statistjies. | . _

Mr. CARNEY, (Sierrn Leone) wags still not convinced of the yalue of & mechanical
processing unit nsing the IBM. punch-card system. If cpun£ries,had no sﬁcp_machigeév :
there was,no:point.ig‘sendipg'trainees>to.Addis:Ahabq¢_UNQ:Jdid he;pgvoqape‘publggation
of statistical handbooks. The basic problem in many Africqpipgpnm;ipswﬁggﬂﬁptitg_
collect -statistics but to publish the evailable data.. o o _

¥r., BERTHET (Secretariat) replied -that. countries which possessed IBM mgchines
might: still lack competent technicians to operate them. A number of Afriocans had been
sent to Europe. for .training, but the added advantoge of learning the mechanical process
in Addis Ababa was the opportunity it gave Africans to become ascquainted with the . . .
work of ECA., - . . . o - ’

He agreed with the representative of Sierrﬁ Leone thet the mein problem wes to .
colleet and publish statistical data — which raised the guestion of theffo;mgip.which .
they.should be, published. In general there was only .one good method, byb attempts
were being made o .analyse the marious proved technigues.:; The. publicgtion of a hand-
book on agriculture, for instance, was costly, and the FAQ technique, helped to overcome

the finanecial difficulty,
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Mr. DOUKKALI (lorocco) agreed up to a point with the views expressed by the
representative of: Sierrs Leone. What was wanted was e standardized nomenclature and
indices to improve the comperability of statistical data. . I N

Mr. CARNEY (Sierra Leone) advocated training on the spot in countries | ..
possessing computers. The Secretariat was too optimistic in thinking that 21l African
countries wouldi;adopt uniform staendards for the. compiletion of statistics. I
11-01 Industrial .Surveys and Industrial Planning L. T

Mr, EWING (Secretvariat) said that .the project was in the early stages.of

development. - The programma. af surveys necessarily covered a wide and importeant area
of all-African economy, and.the Secreteriat would welcome e substantial expression of
views, The build-up, initiated under the project of & country-by~country inventory of
African industries, demanded.a major effort tc colleet and process available
‘statistics. The deta would be published in the first place in a general docyment on
the industrial situation in Africa, ‘o form a basis for further studies of iptra-.
Africon trade.. ARRTE I Lo o . e
Mr, NOMVETE (Seeretariat) said.that project 11-02 (Study of Individual
Industries and Groups of. Industries) had been initieted in conjunction with the . . ..
inventory. The studies of the listed industries would.be carried gut on a regional
sub-regional or country basis, as appropriate. 4 number of seminays.would be convened
in 1962 and 1963 erising out of the studies made for the puféosgﬂ;fwgubﬁitfiné concrete
recommendations with regard te. future plans. Prevision had beon made .for feamsibility
investigations under project 11-10, to.be followed by investment studies with a. view
to assisting govermments to ecarry out.development projeets., PFreliminary.plens had
been made for a .conference on African energy resources in 1963, cnd. considergble,.
progress had been made in preparing o manual on the implementation of investment.preojects,
-With-regard to-project 11-01, kr. PARKER (Liberia) suggested thet the
deseription should include a reference to:the Africen-industries! souwces of investment.
He ,also appealed to ECA to include some.type of industrisl development training: ...
‘programme on the lines of those provided in s number of European end American. countfries.
Replying to the first point raised by the representative of Liberia, the.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY agreed that some description should be included in.preject 11-01
of the African indusiries® sources of investmenti. On the second point, he indicated
thal negotiations were being initiated with.the Governing Body of the Special Fund for
the setting-up of en industrial development institute, similar to the proposed economic

planning institute, at which Africans would receive training in development programming.
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Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) expressed concern about the aveilebility of staff to
ﬁake an inventory of african industries. Regarding the setting-up of an industrial
development institute, he rocommended that ECA, in co-operation with UNESCO, should
undertake a Survéy of skilled menpower in the sub-regions and enguire in particular
how the supply could be improved in quantity and quality, failing which the institute
would be run entirely by staff from outside Africa. Something should also be done to
adapt industrial research to the special needs of iAfrice. In the interests of intra-
African trade it was also important to discover, measure and evaluate african mineral
resources prior to a study on industrial development. Turning to the list of
industries enumerated under project 11-02, he stressed the importence of agricultural
equipment suited to special conditions in africa. '

Mr. ATTIGA (Libya) agreed with the representatives of Liberia and Higeria
on the importance of industriel training and rescarch, Pointing to the difficulty of
devéloping african indusiries if budgetary donsiderations were kept apart from
balance~of —-payments problems, he formally proposed the inclusion in the description
of project 11-02 of studies of the inter-relationship between fiscal problems, the
balance~of-payments situation and industrial development. & study should be made of
thet kind of inter-relctionship, and the position in each country spelt out,

"This proposal was sdopted.
Mr. DOUKKALI (Morocco) assured the Secreteriat that his Government was

=fﬁ11y5in favour of the proposed build-up of an inventory of 4frican industries, and
was prepared to supply the necessary inférmation for Morocco. In setting up an
industrial institute for Africa it would be well %o draw a distinction between
industrialization and the spirit of enterprise, Scminars should be organized for
‘that purpose.

- In' reply to dMr. CARNEY (Sierrs Leone), who expressed some concern ebout
duplication with the feasibility investigations already being coarried out by the
World Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Special Fund, dand other bodies,

' the EXECUTIVE SECRETARY pointed out that those agencies' activities were world-wide in
scope.’ | ' |

" In reply to e question by Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) regarding the functions of
the ﬁropbse& industrial ' development  institute, the EXECUTIVE SICRETARY said thet a
reference to its establishment would be found in document E/CN.14/162. He hoped to be
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B

in & pesition to make o concrete proposal at a later stage; bubt it would be premature
to angwer.questions before.the completien-of the study, ;He had penbioned the matter
only becausc. the. representative of Nigerig:.had.raisgd the question of; training. for,
indusirial development. . . . .. B R L S A UTI S U ST VISP
. Mr..LARDNER (ngerla),stressed that. negotlgtlons for the: estnhllshmgnt of, .
an industrial.development institute should be.. given: the h;ghest priority;in; 1962,
12~@1:Transport . S P PR SO Do T TICRE B R
L M, EHBENROOTﬂu{Segretarlat) said, that thgtgroup of stud;es under, 12-01 .
represented a continuing project on trensport problems in. africa, y1$h\emth§1§ ?Fbrhg

the rele of the transport industry.in prompting, econemic—development. .

The first sszep had been a report on transpoert in. West Afrlcarﬂuhmltted,to thL
$hird-session of the Commissipn.,; The report, slightly amended, would shorily k?niﬁnlﬁ
available to goveruments. | e e ﬂ

4 pcnferepce on sub—regiqnal,roads*ianestgA£ricguhgd‘Qegq;?e;dh%gﬁﬁpp;ofia,
Liberia,.from 23 to 27 October 1951, and a report wns being supmitted to the fourth
spsgion,iq%dpqupgpipE/CN@l4/l47{_~It‘contained four, resolutions, the fjrst cellipg . .
for;a.seminar, of chiefs of highway-sufhorities in Test africo (project 12-05), -which,
was expected to. take place early.in 1963. The Monrovia Confergnce placed great gﬁf\:i
emphasis—on—cantiming ection. and, the crestion of the necessery-machinery, Lt tigew

... The sepondEe??}u*isapﬁgommended‘ﬁh@rqsﬁaplishmeptiof a:subereé;ogg;ﬁqﬁfiqugpnﬂ{
West Africa with, ommittees responsiblo for orgamizing the vamious aspects, of; transport
work. The qugstion of sub-regional offices ﬁa&-d@%lﬁ.with\in document B/CN.14/16).

.+ # §tudy .on East African tngn5pqr¢.wgsgﬁeipg.grep@red.pnder‘p;ojegﬁ 12?9¥nw§4uqu
pursusnce of Compission resolubion 35. (II1), and o Lrogress repori was conteined in
document E/CN.14/148. The principal ;eggmmepggmioqwiguﬁhqdregq:ﬁiq@gwﬁhﬁ¢jg,%e§ﬁ}ﬂgw
of goevarnment mepresentotives be held in thﬁ.Easﬁ_hfricap sub-regioh, gnia;ged to
include Ruanda~Urundi and Madagascor, to . discuss sub~regional transport problems it

~iprogect 12-0G).; idn agcordance, with the Commissien's, terms of refexenca,,a.sem4n%;_

mh

on port administration wes included as project 12-07. It was intended thet the

project shoukd be carried eub. in 1963 .in cq—operatloq with the Inter—Governmental !
Maxitime Cons._ulfaatme-Organlzatlﬁon,z(lmqo ) and 1-.‘61.19,}3,111,‘9%(1,__N\atg,lqﬂ-s:LD..%P%?rf".H‘%n?:MQQ-_
Economic and.Soeial Affairs. ;. CEI e e msbancinn seeto oF a e s deeom s b

~dn-all the.projects he. hqd.mentlonedh stress .was Jlapid on. JOlqt actyon by Afrlcan
States, and it was hoped that many similar projects would be introdyced into the work
programme in the .near fufurg. ..hdvisory, services would be placed ot the disposal of . |

r [ . . . - Iy N P
governments on request, S e e v wd sk o v e wieadd g owory o chbEw
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Mr. PARKER (Liberia) rtecanlled that it had been stated, rather cynically,
that most countries on attoining independence acquired a flag and o national anthem,
joined the United Nations, and established an airline. ~But in africa air transport
was a matter, not of national prestige; but of economic necessity, airlines had
been established in many regions of Africa, but it was doubtful if they were-
profiteble. Running an eirline involved serious’ ¢conomic dangers, and it was vital
that the question’should be investigated before other States or organizations in
Africa ran into economic difficulties, ' i

‘He therefore proposed that the Commission should consider the ﬁossibility of
making & study of hir transport in Africo.with the object of determining {a) the
problems involved, and (b) the possibility of co-ordinating the verious bodics engaged
in transport. ' '

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY said thot he was in complete cgreement with the.
representative of Liberia. 'Since the preperatien of the work programme he had
received: o study on the subject from the Secretary-General of the International Civil
hiviation Orgenizetion (ICAO), ond had informed him that he hoped to use the document
in the forthcoming meeting on transport in Eest africa. The question of air transpert
would be added to paragraph (b} of project 12-01, with emphasis on the aspect raised
by . the representative of Liberin. However, like the question he had referred to earlier,
it was one which the Secretariat had not yet studied fully and could not yet be placed
on the work progromme. In that connexion, certain people associated with air
transport had: suggested thet Africa might learn from some of the European countries,
for example the Scandinavian ones, which operated o joint air transport system, &
pan-Africen systemy would certainly reduce costs.

Mr, CARNEY (Sierra Leone) supported the views of the representative of
Liberia, though he doubted whether some of the African countries would seriously
consider joint services before they had learnt by experience the difficulties of runining
%heir own.,

With regard to project 12-01 as o whole, while he questioned the value of studying
such self-evident subjects as the role of the transport industry in promoting economic
development, or the relative economics of road, rail, water and cir transport in
economic development, he hesitated to tamper with the work programme by suggesting
their deletion, Instead, he would propose an additional subject for study by the
Secretariat, namely the regional development of the international rivers of Africa .

with & view to their service in transport and energy.
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, The EZECUTIVE SECRETARY explained that he bad thought the subject adequately
covered by the description of paragraph (b) of the project, which he read oub.

Mr. CARNEY (Sierrz. Leone) expressed himself as gatisfied w1th the Axecutlve
Secretary's reassurance.

Mr. 4CQUaH (Ghzna) expressed great satisfaction with the efflclent way in
which. the Secretariat hpd prepared the traonsport section of the work progromme. He wes
particularly pleased to see the subject given high priority, for it wes unrealistic
to discuss trade without relatirg it to transport. While, however, he appre01ated the
Secretariat's interest in such subjecis as those_descrlbgd_ln-grOJects 12-01 end 12-05,
he felt that sttention should be paid in seminars snd workshops vo the very urgent
problem of developingz inter-State highways throughout Africa, The most acute, problem
in the region was its primitive trensport system: wuntil very recentlyy for example,
anyone wwishing to trzavel from West Africa Vo the Commission's. headquarters hoad been
obliged to go through Burope. 4 good transport cystem was also essential to West and
East Africa. _ ' _ ‘ . .

It was in the problem of transport that the_Secretariat could be of the gﬁqqtegt
uge te kMember Stotes; fox transport was the ner"ous syetem of & region._ He fhereforé
urged that the Commission shogid concentrate on the groblem, and assured the Executlve
Secretary of his Government'!s full co-opexation. _

Mr. LARTYER (Nigerie) fuliy supported the views of the represent&tlve of
Liberia. : With regerd to the stavemsnt of the represcntative of Ghana, he pointed
out -that. the coastol transsert systems had been designed to serve the import,;equirer“
ments of Europe - in otlier woerds 1o traonspori meterial outside ~frica - anc therefore
had nothing to.do.with the needs of Africa itself. He was sur.rised, therelore, that a
West Afrijcen Confervcice should have discussed nationel ironsport systems, and thatlthe
Commission was proposing (12..05).a seminar to discuss such problems as soil stabiliza~
tion -and rcad gonsiruction. It waes useless to perczetuate s trensport system thet had
been .inherited and found inadequate, Ee therefore proposed thot project 12-05 should
be.replaced. by o project for studying the economic and.technological probloms of
linking sub-regicnal transport systems.

The CHAIRMAN invited speakers for or agalnst the motion.

Mr, ATTIGA {Libya) stressed the importence of transport in Afrlcu, both
north-south and east-west.: ilis Gevernpent had, et its own expense, constructed a road
which ren 700 km northward aond eould be extended to the borders of Niger, i2li and Chad.

He hoped that work would coniinve on the basis of his country's modest contribution. ..



E/CN,14/P/SR.1-4(IV)
page 36 .

With regard to the Nigerian representative's proposal, with which he was in
sympathy, he suggested that the difficulty might be solved by the addition of economic
aspectSAto the study, instead of by dropping the seminar altogether..

Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) replied that soil statistics could be studied in
research laboratories, and the Commission should first find out what work was being
carried out by other organizations'and what funds were available, That study, however,
would meke no contribution t6 the resl problem, which was to establish road links in
Africa.’

M. HASSEN (Mauritania) supported the proposal of the representative of
Libya.:-ﬁe:dlso deseribed how he had to travel through London, =t heavy cost, in corder
to croés Africe without going through South Africc, with which his country had no
dlplomatlc relations.

Mr. AHMED (Morocco) also supported the Libyan representative'!s propésal,
and sﬁggested that the subject of telecommunications should be included in the study.
¥With regard to the Nigerian representetive's proposal, he considered that the matter

was outside the present agends and should be noted for a future meeting.

The suggestlon reggrd;ng_telecommun1cat10ns wos approved.,

J " Mr. PaRKER (Liberia) saw no reason to cancel the seminor under 12-05, which
was thg proposal of & group of responsible technicel experts. ke suggested that the -
subject of economics should be added to the seminar's task.

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY said that he and his staff found themselves in a very
awkward situation. They were being asked to delete o project thot had arisen out of
& report unanimously adopted by o conference of high-level experts, including a
Minister of the Nigeriaﬂ'Government Personally, he agreed with the representative
of N1ger1a on the need for priority, but he was faced with conflicting directives.

" Mr. LARDNER (Wigeria) maintained his proposal.

“Mr. FAHMI (United irab Republic) shared the views of the Libyan representative
regarding the importance of Africah airlines. He slso drew attention to the -importance
of navigation,‘and referred to difficulties encountered in transporting merchendise under
the existing system. He would like to see a study made of-the navigation lines between
all Afrlcan ports, | '

" M. LARDNER (Higeria) submitted his proposal in a slightly revised form:
“Study of the economic possibilities of constructing regienal transpori sysvems"., He
was prbposing aISeparate jitem because he was convinced that a study of rood stebiliza-

tion would not produce the linking of transport systems that wes so vital,
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Mr., ATTIGA {(Libya) pointed out that project 12-01 was one of continuing high
priority,‘which was what the representative of Nigeria was appealing for; whereas
project 12-05 was o new one, designed to fill one of the many gaps in the study of the
transport system as a whole. He suggested that the work programme should be left
unchanged on the understandlng that the agpects referred to by the N1ger1&n
.representat1ve were included.

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY said that the Secretarlat woulda be in favour of the
1nsert10n of an uddltlonul item, in the terms indicated by the representatlve of
:ngerla, as a new 12-01(0), the former (c) becoming {d). Amendment of the work
programme would need the unanimous consent of the Committee,

The Commlttee agreed to amend project 12-01 in sccordance with the proposals of

the representatives of Nigeria and borocco and of the Executive Secretary.
After discussion of a point of procedure raiscd by Mr. de SOUZa (Dehomey }, it was
agreed that the Cheirman should summorize the Committee's decision on each project,
to avoid the need for voting. o
13-01 Natural Resources _
o ' Mr. EWING (Sceretariat) introduced the projects, which, he- said, were part

of a‘continﬁing dctivity going'back.to'the Commission's first session. The seminar

on érouﬁdwatef development proposed for 1963 was to be'orgahized in co-operation with

the United Nations Depariment of Economic and Socicl Affairs, snd plans would be

discussed sﬁortly with the head of thot Department. Flans for the regional cartograpbic

conference for Africa were at o more sdvanced stage, and the conference would be held

at & dete between 1 April and 30 June 1963. The subject was wide, and the project was

" based on decisions by the United Nations Economic énd Social Council and the Commission,

Mr, ATTIGA (leya) strongly supported the projects on natural resources and

hoped they would be given hlgh priority. In his own country, despite recend qis~

coveries of oil, groundwater deVelopment was essential and in the drier regions a

matter of llfe or death. It involved difficult legzl and economic problems. His
Government was currently enqu1r1ng 1nto his country‘s groundwaueL resources, "and would

| later need guldance on the best methods of using +them, He would welcome information

on experience with modern methods in other countries with dry regions.

The Committee @pproved the proﬁect, and the comments of the representative of Libys.
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21 and 22 Agriculture.

. In a general introduction to the projects, hir. ACOCK‘(Secretariat) said that
they were to be carried out by the EC4A/FA0 Joint egriculture Division, a2 method
adopted by gll United Nations regional commissions. The United Wations Food and
Agriculture Orgenization {FA0) wos conducting a very extensive programme in Aifrica
and employed nearly = hundred field experts.under the Expanded Technicallhssisfance
Programme. - FAQ projects under the United Nations S?ecial Fund were increasing
rapidly, and FAQ headquarters at Rome was deallng with o wide variety of economlc
and technical problems, ECA was concerned with the economic aspects; its functlon

 was to provide a link between the FAO programme end‘ﬁhe economy of the region, and
to perform continuing secretarial tasks such as preparing documentary materiel and
organizing meetings. . | ‘ 
The programme had three main parts, deecfibed under projects 21,.22 and 23;
. -Apart from certein additions designed {o make it,meie precise and pfacticel, it
differed little from {the one approved in 1961.by FLO and ECA.,
21-02 agricultural Development Programmes and Plannlng
Mr. DOUKEALI (Morocco) was glad that the Secretarlat was devoflng so much

attention tp agriculture. He wondered whether 1t would be useful to have uCA/FAO

liaison officers in all African. countries. His country wanted a&v1ce on the 1mportant
question of the use of agricultural surpluses as on aid to economic development He
hesitated to suggest that 2 new item be inserted in the progrgmme,“but asked for the
Secretariat's views, - o

The EXECUTIVE SECEETARY replled that the problem of the d15tr1but1on of food
surpluses was world-wide, and was being tackled by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the Director-General of Fi0, If the representatlve of Morocco thought
there should elso be regionel committees to deal with it, the Secretar1at would be
willing to examine a proposal to that effect,

Mr. DOUKKALI (Morocco) said that he had not 1ntended to propoee the
establishment of new committees, but to draw attentlon to the problem, whlch was
importent -in Africs. His country hed con51derable experlence 1n the use of surplus
food production. ‘

_ o M. LARDNER (ngerza) asked the Secretarlat for a detazled descrlptlon of
the act1v1t1es it proposed to pursue in 1962 ‘under project 21-02 {c) (Analy51s of

Particular Problems of Agricultural Development).
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Mr. ACOCK (Secretariat) replied that the question was not easy to answer.
It had not been possible so far to do & great . de 1l on those subJects, whlch were.
referred to at every meeting of ECA and F4i0. Tne dlver31flcat10n of agrlculture was
part of the larger problem of diversification of the economy os o whole, and had
been discussion in o recent issue of the FAQ Monthly Bulletin. Agriculture included
production for locel consumption and production for export. Diversification of
production for export could, however, be a itwo-edged sword; for if all countries
diversified they would eventually compete with each other., I4 must be epproeched
with_caution, and with due regard to developments in other couniries. Diversification
for locel consumption wes different, for africe wes faced with -roblems of melnutrition
and maldistribution. Africans suffered from protein deficiency because of the in-
adequacy of livestock production. Secretariat sction in that field was still limited
to relatively smell projects. Recently, for instence, a staff member had visited
Tanganyike and advised its Government on peasant tea schemes, woitle bark end coffee
production, and irrigetion projects. The Secretarint had also cdvised on irrigation
projects in Kenya, on field abattoirs in East Africa, ond on commodity possibilities
in two other countries, which had, for instance, been told of the state of the market
for sisal.

The transition from subsistence to commercial cgriculture wos one of the main
problems of agricultursl development., ECA had in 1960 been co-sponsor with FaQ of
a Land Policy Centre in Eenst Africe, and in May 1962 the two agencies would be
sponsoring a sub-regional centre on egricultural credit. They were also studying the
economic aspects of land settlement schemes, peasant tea schemes, and the commercial
use of game, and were conducting a livestock survey in southern Ethiopia with a view
to increasing the export_éotential and thus the cash income from livestock, .

Such were the contributions they were making in those large and rather nebulous
fields.

bir . CARNEY (Sierra Leone) raised the question of duplication of worlk,
suggestlng that the activities proposed under pro;ec 21-02 were suitable for
institutional action. He asked the Secretariat to clarify the velationshin of the
project to the proposed economic planning and development institute,

Mr. ACOCK (Secretariat) replied that the moin function of the institute would
be to provide training, whereas many of the sctivities under nroject 21-02 were
inyestigational., The intention was that training sctivities should be channelled
through the institute.
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21-03 Studies and kieetings on Agrlcultural Develosment

Yr . DOUKK4LI (Miorocco) expressed the fear that e meeulng on agriculturel
plenning in African countries would serve no useful purpose unless a previous study
had been_made of agrarian structures cnd land ownership in the various countries.

‘ M:, ACOCK (Secretoriat) said that project 21-03 had Been incl#ﬁed_ié tbe“
programme because the Jenuory meeting of the ECa Jorking Party on Econemic'anESoeial
Development hed elashed with an FAO meeting and consideration of the:agriegltufal h
sector had therefore been postponed. The present proposal was te holdr before ﬁhe
second FAO Reglonal Conference for africa, a small meeting of agrlcultural econonlsts
. to discuss agricultural planning and its relation to overall planning. He did not
underetand the contention of the representative of liorocco that agrieultural planﬁing
might be useless unless preceded by a census of agrlcultural holdlngs. , |

Mr, LARDNER (ngerla) agreed w1th the rearesentatlve of Morocco that 1f .
countrles did not know enough about their agrarian structures there would be llttle
rpqlnt in holding a meeting on agricultural development planning. 4 meeting would be
valueless unless the participants were provided ﬁ;th new information. Unless
assured that the meeting would serve a ﬁseful purpose, his delegafion considered that
the emphasis of the item should be laid on the training of economic planners. nr

Mr, ATTIGA (leya) agreed that meetings were useful only when the perticipants
were supplied with fresh information. He felt certaln thet the meetlng proeosed
under project 21-03({e) would provide much 1nformat10n that would be new and 1nterest1n~
to participants. The suatlstical 1nformet10n on land ownership requested by the
representatlve of morocco would presuma bl& be providedeunder sroject 06-01, and
1nformnt10n galned Prom that survey would be used in preparing for the meeting. He
supposed that the meeting would not dwoll on already~published information ouﬁ would
bring together persons working on agricuitural development planning whose purpose would
be to produce documentary material on the development plans of the various ceuntries.
It weuld thus serve a useful purpose, end his delegation considcred that the project
should be retained in the programme. . o : .‘ ,

wir . DOUKK&LIL (iorocco) insisted that the item was very 1mportant He had
spoken of the need for surveys becouse Moroecco had experience of the dlfflcultles
~involved. Hls Government was reluctant to grant agrlcultural credlts or finance
irrigation scheme° unless it was certaln that they would beneflt a large part of the

populaticn. A knowledge of the country's sgrarien structures was therefore essential.
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Mr. ACOCK (Secretariat) agreed with the representative of Morocco that

detailed plans at district and farm level could not be made w1thout that Knowledge.
"The Secretariat of the Commission, however, was concerned with the broader issues
rather than with the details of each country's internal affairs. The Moroccan
representative s ‘suggeStion was not well suited to the more general approach adopted
by FAC and ECA.

Mr. LARDNER (ngerla) asked how a country could plan its agriculture if:-iy
was unaeware of ‘the extent and quality of its land and of the types of fertlllzer and
machinery best suited to its conditions,

If that argument were carried to its logical conc1u51on,.sa1d Mr ., ACQCK
(Secreta?iat) in reply, there would be no planning of any sort unless countries had
exhaus¥if§fknow1éﬁgehbf’dll their resources. Few countries had complete kﬁowledge
of all the factors involved in their industrial development plans., Information would
be gained from the Stati%%ibQIZSurvey of africe and from the technicul assistance
exper¥s working at various’ "levels, and information on the general sectoral
digtribution of governmént vesources was also aveileble. .

Mr, ATTIGA (Libya) said there seemed to be some confusion about the purpose
of the meeting. The représentatlve of ngerla seemed to fear that delegations would
be presented with mathemctical modéls and linear grogrammxng agplled to agriculture.
If that fear were corpect, he would ugree'théf the meéting would serve no veryTHSeful
purpose, If, however, s he thought, the purpose of the meetlng was to discuss the
extent of practical planming in Africe, then it would be far from theoretlcal and
should be retained in the programme. If the Secretarlat would conflrm thet his idea
of the. purpose of the meeting was correct, agreement would be 90531b1e.

“Mr, ACOCK (Secretarlat) said that the representatlve of leya had ﬁut his
finger'on_ﬁh@"crucial poiﬁi, The meéting would priﬁariiy be an FAO meeting, and
certainlyfﬁnt a theoreticaiiexerciée”on planning apﬁlieh to non-existent dota.

The CHAIRMAN summerized the dlscu351on, undtasked the representatlves whether
the item should be retained i the work programme.

It was so’apreed.

.The meeting rose at 6.58 p.m.
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FOURTH MEETING
Monday, 19 February 1962, at 9,30 aomy

[ S

- Ch&irman: ‘  Mr. de SOUZA (Dahomey)
”Secretazxz : Mr. MATHU

- i . Voo i r : 1ot
1 : AU I PR T

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES FOR 1962 - 1963 ;(E/CN.14/162/Rev.1) (continued)
22-01 Trade and Marketing of Agricultural Products

"No comments,

2202 Food Consumption Levels
- No comments, SRR I ,

122403 Commodity Stabilization i v « : . P , ‘ R _
1. Mre. CARNEY {Sierra Leone) did not.think .that the project: should, if eon-

tinued, enjoy high.priority, as the volume of trade-between industrialized eountries

and African countries producing basic commodities was constantly diminishing,
Mr. ACOCK'(SeGretariat) pointed out. that atabilization of the-pfices of agri-
" epultural commodities was vital to the African countries, - The Secretariat would con-
“tinub to implement the project unless the Committee decided otherwise,

223,01 Technical Assistance~to'Govérnments

‘ No' comments.
23—02 Speeific Projects of Importance to the Region
. TARDNER (Nigeria) asked for detailsvof’ the projects.
Mr. ACOCK {Seeretariat) explained: that the Secretariat was taking part in

‘meetings oh locust control and preparing réports. ' The Commission had emphasized at its
thitd seésion the importamce to tourism, which could become an important factor in the
economic dévelopment of severdl Afrildan countries. ' The Eas? African Institute of

" S6einl Research was co-operating in the praject, which would take one Year,

Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) poitited out that locust control came within the direct
competence of FAO, The Secretariat!s activities could therefore-only be secondary and
should not be the object of a special project.‘ He proposed that project 23-02 be
deleted and the activity;Jﬁitﬁ~thefenquiﬁy;oﬁxtbhridm; jincluded in projeet 23-01

(Technical Assistance to Governments).
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. Mr, CARNEY (Sierra Leone) seconded the proposal,

- Mr., KPOGNON' (Dahomey) emphasized the importance of locust control measures for
the African eountries, Tourism might also develop into an indugtry which would asaist
certaifn States to improve their economic development, - He therefore asked that progect
23402 should not be deleted but receive a lower priority.

"Mz, APPIAH (Gbana) declared that the project ought to be transferred, not
deleted. . ‘ : : o _

¥r. DOUCOURE (Mali) felt that the two activities fere too important to bé oo~
sidersd merely as an annex to the technical assistance programme, He therefore |
requested that project 23-02 should be retained.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Nigerian represantatlve had not asked for
the deletion of the project but simply for its inclusion in the programme of technioca}
assistance to governments. - The proposal to give the project lower priofity seemed
acceptable to everyone, The Secretariat would therefore take into adﬁount the view
expressed by the Committee, -

I+ was so agreed.

31-01 to 31-12 Community Development:. .

' . Mr. DULPHY (Secretariat) said that in establishing this part of the programme
the Secrotariat had taken inte account both the lessons drawn from the preV19us year's
activities and two recommendations adopted at the Commission's third session, under the
first of which there had been set up a Standing Committee on Communlty Development and
Social Welfare - whose recent first session had provided some guldance - and the second
of which had stressed the priority to be accorded to .certain aspects of community
development, The fwoPold aim of the programme was, first, net to separate social from
sconomic development and, secondly, to ensure that projects would be as concrete as
possible, , o

ProJect 31-01 (Assistence to Governments in the Planning, Organlzatlon and Admlnl—'
stration of National Community Devéelopment Programmes) would give scope for both short-
term and long-term consultations.. The Technical Assistance Administration had already
arranged to recruit a consultant in community development.

The purpose of project 31-02 (General Survey of Community Development inrAfrica}.was
40 obtain a better knowledge of national programmes in order to draw from them?coﬂ-

clusions of general interest.:
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session, covered refresher training courses for administrative and technical staff
rather.than training proper, The first course had been held at Dakar; .there‘had,peen
19 participants and it had been a complete success. Other courses would beghglq“in
coming years, Project 41-08 continued the earlier course for fhe training'of $°°iﬁlu,
workers, . , ‘J‘
Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria) congratulated the Secretariat on drawing up a qumﬁnity
development and social welfare programme distinguished from its predecessors by:its
dynamic character. He feared, however, that there was soﬁe.overlgpping between certain
projeets, especially in urbanization; he asked for reassurance, _Further,_thé_fﬁct_
that the clearing-house would be at the headquarters of the Commiésion handicapped other
Hember States, and it would be interesting to know how the Secretariat ihtende& to over=-
come that difficulty, .
: With respect to the first point raised by thefxepresentati#e ofhﬁigeria,r
Mr, DULPHY .(Secretariat) said that the study on Addis Ababg .hed been carried out in con-
junction with the Social Research Section, which dealt with urbanization, and that
.subsequent projects would be similarly conducted, thus obviating the danger of duplica-
tiocn,: |
- The Secretariat intended that the clearing~house should be an aective force, In
addition to the card index and documentation which would be available at Addis Abeba,
the Secretariat was considering the publication of a liaison bulletin which would be
sent to all Member States and would contain not only theoretical articles but also
accounts of the results obtained in various countries, It was also considering using
mierofilms: for the conveyance of all material at its disposal to the goverﬁments
concerned, Finally, it.would keep governments supplied with documents and biblio—
graphies, , _ _ _ _ .
Mr, KPOGNON (Dahomey) congratulated the Secretariat on the high pr&ority it
had allocated 4o community development, which was indispensable to African countries.l
He hoped that the application of community development to the rural as well as the urban
sector would be studied.  He would also like a study to be made of the economic measurés
hecessary to enable community development to play its role in the State. Finally, he
hoped that the training of specialized personnel would be accele:ate& so that Eommﬁnifj

development might play its proper part, above all in agriculture,



E/CN.14/B/SR:1-4{IV}) =
page 46 o

. +Mr, ACQUAH.{Gbena):congrétulated the Secretaniat.on its community development
programme, - With respect . to project 32-06, .which provided for a .study -tour on social -
welfare, he asked why the.teur was confined to women. It was a fact that . in most - -
African countriés wonen: held much lower positions in.the welfare services than men.

If they wished the programmes to improve, exchanges of view should be at a highey level
and’between;more‘exPerieuced;persons. .

As regards project. 3110, he was- glad to.see that the Seeretariat was studying urban
devélopmend by ‘con¢entrating on migrations, about which hardly anything was yeb:lmown, ..
He emphasized,:however, that the conclusions of the study made on Addis Ababa would not
necéssarily apply to eny-eountry but Ethiopia and he hoped that. the Secretariat would . :
continue to.be :realistic in that respect.

41-01 Yo 41-06 Training

. ~Introducing projects 41-01 (Training Pacilities in. Africa). and 41-02 (Training
in Economic and:Social Planning), Mr. OYRZANOWSKI (S$ecretariat) pointed out that the .
duties‘of the African:Institute for:Economic Development-and.Planning, which :the United
Nabiong General Assembly had decided should e established under the auspices of. the .ECA,
would include training, research and advisory functions. Preparstory work was being. .
carried on aetively in co-operation with universities, research institutes and. other
appropriate bodies in Africa,-as. well as with the United Nations specialized agencies. .

' Mr, KPOGNON (Dahemey) hoped that the Seceretariat would reserve its due place .
to the accelerated training of African staff, since it was above all the absence of
qualified staff which hindered the.execubtion of development plans.-

. ‘Mr. IARDNFR (Nigeria) emphasized the necessity of previously determining the:
categories’ of specialists needed by the African countries for their economic and social
development, He agreed that whe success 0® development programmes depended on the
quality and' quantity of the stafP assigrned to execute.them,

.~Teathing personnel’ to- train African staff was anotber important- consideration.
The Secretaris® should take care tkat the Vraining was not unilateral; .it should there-
.Pére call upon specialists from all pazts of the world,.including planned-economy
countries, and preferably specialists from under—-developed regions with difficulfies
gimilar to those of Africa, - There should: be no repetition of a repent- pxperienee, in
vhich the direction of a “raiming course had been. entrusted to two American professors .

who had never been to Africa or had any contact with African university circles.
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Replying to the representative of Dahomey, Mr, OYRZANOWSKI (Secretariat) said
that the Secretariat hoped to remedy the present scarcity of African staff by organizing
short training courses, following the example of the Latin American countries.

In reply to the representative of Nigeria, he said that during the next two months
two members of the Secretariat would visit several African countries for the express
purpose of determining their needs in qualified steff, The Secretariat was also in
liaison with the African universities on that subject and hoped soon to have a pretty
clear idea of the situation., As to the training courses organized, it went without
saying that the Secretariat always endeavoured to entrust them to the most qualified
specislists available, irrespective of nationality or any other consideration,

Mr. LARDNER (Nigeria)} wanted to know what the Secretariat understood exactly
by "in-service training". He hoped the expression did not apply solely to the training
courses organized to date, particularly at United Nations Headquarters, which had left
much to be desired,

Mr. MATHU (Committee Secretary) gave as an example project 41-03 (In-service
Training for African Economists and Statisticians), which had started two years before.
Under that project, ECA sent African officials - economists, statisticians, planners -
appointed at the suggestion of their governments, to attend courses at the Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far East or the Economic Commission for Europe, where they
followed the research work carried out in that special sector. At present, a trainee
from Sierra Leone was studying economic development planning at Bangkok and a Sudanese
trainee was specializing in trade questions at Geneva,

BECA also reserved at its headquarters a certain number of "training" posts, the
holders of which participated closely in the work of the service to which they were
assigned, There was, for example, a young official frem Ghana who was being initiated
into the trade problems of Africa. ECA proposed to extend such activities through the
establishment of the African Institute for Economic Devélopment and Planning.

He added that the summer course for African university students of economies and
statistics (Project 41-04) had been arranged at the express reques{ of the participants
in the Conference of Rectors of Africen Universities held at Khartoum in December 1960.
In 1961, ECA had invited 20 universities to send some 30 students to the course., The
main purpose of the course, which had lasted eight weeks, had been to relate theoretical
economics as taught in the universities to actual problems in Africa, and the results
obtained had been most encouraging. During the eurrent year some 40 students from about

20 universities were expected to attend.

The meeting rose at 11.10 a,.m.






