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I. THE AFRICAN ECONOMY IN 1994 - AN OVERVIEW

A. A modest recovery in regional
output

1. In '994, the 9ross domestic product (GOP) of the
African region grew by 2.4 per cent, compared to only 0.9
per cent in 1993 and -0.3 per cent in 1992. Despite the
modest increase in growth in 1994, which was the fastest
annual rate during 1990·1994, the African economy has
continued to fall behind those of other developing regions,
and GOP growth is yet to keep pace with population
growth.
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2. Income per head in Africa was on the decline in
1994, falling by 1 per cent, the same rate as in the 1980s.
That means that economic performance in the region
continues to lose ground in the 1990s, in both absolute
and relative terms: GDP increased at an average annual
rate of nearly 1.4 per cent over the period 1990-1994, and
income per head fell at 1.6 per cent. The proportion of
the population in Africa living under conditions of poverty

has increased at an even faster rate, both in the rural areas,
where the economy continued to decline, and in the cities,
where there has been a Jack of dynamism in fostering
growth and job creation in the industrial and service
sectors. Africa's share of aggregate world output has
continued to shrink while, at the same time, its population
growth rate stands at roughly twice that of the world.

3. The picture painted above is in respect of the
whole region, including South Africa. If indeed South
Africa is excluded and considered separately in terms of
growth performance, as it should in view of the relatively
huge size of its economy and its structurally more advanced
stage of industrialization and technological development,
the resulting picture for the rest of the continent becomes
slightly less favourable. For developing Africa (Africa re­
gion without South Africa), GOP growth for' 994 was of
the order of 2.3 per cent - admittedly, more than double
the 1993 rate, but still a lacklustre performance (Table 1).

4. Despite the acceleration in the GOP in 1994, albeit
from a low trough, many of the factors that have ac­
counted for weak economic performance of Africa over
the years were at work, though to differing extent and with
varying intensities in individual countries and groups of
countries. The weather conditions were generally more
favourable in most parts of the region in 1994 than in
1993, resulting in above-average harvests; still, a number
of countries were confronted by food shortages at times
during the year. According to data from the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
agricultural production rose by 2.1 per cent in Africa in
1994 compared to 3.7 per cent in 1993. The correspond­
ing growth rates for developing Africa over the same
period were 2.6 per cent in 1993 and 1.8 per cent in 1994.

5. A failed rainy season in the third quarter of 1993
and the first quarter of 1994 precipitated food deficits in
the first half of the year over the wide area spread over
some ten countries mainly in the Central, Eastern and
Southern African subregions. In the most affected coun­
tries, increased amount of food imports and food aid were
required. It was only with the improved prospects for the
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mid-1994 main rainy season, for example, that some good
harvests were recorded in some areas in the Horn of Africa.

6. The trend in industrial crops production in 1994
showed that output in that subsector was also far from
buoyant; the price recovery in 1993 and 1994 was yet to
have much salutary effect on production levels and on new
plantings that had suffered from several consecutive years
of falling prices and declining real farm incomes.

7. The decline in output of mining products, includ­
ing fuel, since 1992, continued in 1994, due primarily to
the crisis situation in some produdng countries such as
Zaire, and also, to some extent, to the lack of new invest~

ment except in gold mines. In terms of value added,
however, there was a marginal improvement in 1994, due
largely to the sharp increase in some prices, with GDP
growth in the sector rising by 1 per cent, compared to a
decline of 0.3 per cent in 1993. In South Africa, the
region's major producer, output fell by 5.5 per cent in
1994

8. Oil production in the Africa remained in 1994 at
its 1993 level, due to a variety of factors, ranging from
OPEC quotas to capacity constraints and, in the case of
Angola, civil war. Prices of minerals and metal ores in­
creased sharply in 1994, but of oil fell on average, losing
some 7 percent in the cas~ of Brent crude. Oil prices rallied
in the second quarter of the year as a result of a paralysing
strike of workers in the Nigerian oil industry, but that
movement was rapidly halted by increased supplies from
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and the
North Sea.

9. Against the beneficial impact of export price
increases in 1994 must be set the macroeconomic conse­
quences and the terms of trade losses which the African
countries have experienced particularly between 1991 and
1993. Many of them have limited currency convertibility
and are obliged to use the dollar as the principal reserve
currency. The export revenues are generally dolJar-de­
nominated while their import purchases are normally de­
nominated in international currencies against some of
which the dollar consistently depreciated during the year.

10. Political instability, which so much affected the
economy in 1992~1993, subsided in some African countries
in 1994. But while no new conflict situations emerged on
the continent, the chronic flashpoints continued in many
cases to give cause for concern not only in Africa, but also
on the part of the world community of nations.

11. The peaceful constitutional transition from apart~

heid to a new democratic and non-racial South Africa,

kindled domestic and international confidence in that
country's future. A number of other countries also made
the transition from long-established one-party rule to multi­
party democratic governance under remarkably peaceful
ondjtions, although in some, the democratization process
and policies have resulted in heightened ethnic tensions.

12. However, the civil war intensified in Angola,
inflicting considerable damage to the economy and caus­
ing the displacement of half the rural population. Further-

more, the conflict in Rwanda which, in 1993, had only
simmered with a negotiated power~sharlng solution in
sight. suddenly erupted in April 1994 into a horrible geno­
cidal war for which neither Africa nor the international
community was adequately prepared. Nearby, Burundi
teetered on the brink, while elsewhere on the continent
political tension and labour unrest persisted in a few
countries, impacting negatively on the development proc­
ess. The stalemate in Somalia continued. Inevitably, those
situations repressed somewhat Africa's economic growth
rate in 1994, and to the extent that they have served to
reinforce the misconception that.all African countries with­
out exception are 'conflict~prone" and 'unstable-, they
quite likely served to discourage investment inf(ows to
Africa, thereby reducing economic growth prospects over
the medium term.

13. For the region asa whole, the growth in domestic
demand was rather sluggish at 2.7 per cent, reflecting the
slow growth of consumption and the declining trend of
investment. Public consumption has been constrained for
a number of years, mainly because of the budgetary
restraint policies in place in most countries from the late
1980sonwards. In 1993, however, public consumption in
developing Africa increased rather strongly, by 4.7 per
cent, but that has turned out to be ephemeral, since the
1994 figure of 1.8 per cent would seem to suggest a return
to the 1985·1990 trend, when public consumption barely
rose by an average of only 1.7 per cent. Aggregate private
consumption rose by only 1 per cent a year in developing
Africa during 1980-1990, by 1.5 per cent in 1993 and by
1.1 per cent only in 1994. Growth fixed investment has
been on a downward trend in developing Africa since
1980, at the least, dropping in 1993 by 2.5 percentage
points to a level 21 per cent below the 1980 figure of total
investment volume. The gross investment ratio, which was
at a high of 30 per cent in 1980, dropped to 21 per cent
in 1990 and has remained at 20 per cent ever since.
However, available data for 1994 indicate some noticeable
rise in the investment volume.

14. Economic regression has now lasted far too long
in the African region without real recovery or accelerated
upturn for it to be explained only in terms of political
instability, ethnic conflicts, the unfavourable international
economic environment or fluctuations in weather<on~

strained agricultural output. The vagaries of weather have
undoubtedly been associated with the failure of the agri­
cultural sector in Africa. The number of countries seriously
affected in each year by drought has progressively risen:
from 12 in 1974 to 27 in 1979 and 35 in 1984. But the
problems of African agriculture neither begin nor end with
nature; stagnant agricultural sectors and declining produc­
tivity in food production have all too often persisted even
in countries enjoying a regular rainfall pattern. Also, reces­
sion or quasi-recession in the industrialized economies,
particularly the countries of Europe that have the strongest
links with Africa, have tended to reduce prospects for the
traditional exports of the region, notably beverages, agri~

cultural raw materials and minerals. But then, there have
been periods of significant improvements in the global
economic situation, the latest of which began in 1994, led

by robust growth in the United States of America, United
Kingdom and Australia; with output from the economies
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of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Devel­
opment (OECD) countries, as a whole, estimated to have
grown by 2.6 per cent. Inevitably, the question must be
asked as to why the Asian economies that have more or
less faced similar conditions, including the unfavourable
global economic environment, managed to perform much
better than the African economies and to register impres­
sive growth rates, i.e., an average GDP growth of nearly 6
per cent for South and East Asian countries, during' 985­
1993, and more than 10 per cent for China since 1992.

1S. The fact is that most of the African countries have
yet to take even the first faltering steps in the transition
towards a modern industrial and technological society.
They have remained essentially the fragmented mini-States
they were when they achieved political independence,
increasingly incapacitated and unable to sustain even a
modicum of modern institutions and consistent govern­
ment polides, not to talk of the lack of an overall enablmg
environment for development. Many African countries are
yet to overcome the narrow confines of inherited colonial
economic structures, based on the monocultural system of
groundnuts/coffee/cocoa/cotton cultivation, or to achieve
even the semblance of a green revolution in main subre­
gional food staples, Obviously, a major explanation for the
disappointing economic performance in the African region
lies in the constraints of low productivity, inefficient man­
agement and poorly devised and implemented govern~

ment policies, as well as the failure to diversify the narrow
production and export base. It follows that the persistent
economic deterioration in Africa is never going to be
arrested much less resolved or restored to the path of
self-sustaining growth and development until a sweeping
overhaul and transformation of the following speCific struc­
tures takes place: (a) dualism and internal socio-economic
disarticulation at almost all levels of production and eco­
nomic activities; (b) weak and undiversified production
base; (c) extreme dependence on external factor inputs
and markets; (d) fragmented domestic factor and product
markets; (e) low level of human resources development;
and (f) weak endogenous human, physical, institutional
and technological capacities.

B. Diverg~nt growth of o~tput in
subregIons and countries

16. There were significant divergencies in pedorm­
ance at the country level and in subregional economic
groupings in Africa during 1994 (Table II). Among the
subregions, Central Africa remained mired in economic
decline, recording, consistently negative growth rates five
years in a row. The other subregions exhibited positive
growth rates which were, with the exception of West
Africa, above the regional average.

17. In North Africa, buoyant economic activity re­
sulted in output growth of 4.0 per cent, following only 1.1
per cent in 1993. That was due in part to the strong
economic recovery in Morocco, which was badly affected
by drought in 1993. Recent official information indicates
that its GDP may have grown by 10.5 per cent. That
country seems to have made some progress with economic
reform, and is now recording a significant inflow of foreign
investments, despite some serious difficulties concerning
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inflation, budget defidts and obstacles confronting exports
to the European markets. Moreover, it has again been
affected by drought towards the end of 1994. which, in
spite of its robust agricultural growth and cereal output,
will necessitate some food imports in 1995. In Algeria, the
political crisis has compounded an already difficult situ­
ation: since the fall of oil prices in 1986, Algeria's economy
has been constrained by a very high debt service and high
import requirements of industry. GDP declined in 1993 in
conditions of high inflation and rising unemployment. The
same inflationary tendencies have acceJerated in 1994,
coupled with budget deficits that have deepened to
around 9.2 per cent of GOP. In the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
United Nations sanctions have had a damaging impact on
the economy which has reportedly contracted substantially
in 1994. Oil production, the main source of government
revenue, has remained stable in 1994 after a sharp drop
in 1993. in Egypt, growth was modest in 1994, despite
the succeSses of the reform programme in turning around
the economy.

18. In the West African subregion, growth has stalled
in 1994, dropping to 2.1 per cent from the 4.0 per cent
recorded in 1993. That was mainly due to the slowing
down of growth In Nigeria, where the economy is esti­
mated to have grown by only 2.1 per cent in 1994,
compared to 7.2 per cent in 1993. The country has been
hurt by the drop in oil production to 97.3 million tons, 4.7
per cent less than in 1993, and by political uncertainties.
The active and wide·ranging liberalization policies pursued
in recent years were replaced in 1994 with the reimposition
of exchange and other controls, with the rate of exchange
of the naira well below the market rate. Although there
were substantial reductions in petrol subsidies in 1994,
petrol subsidies are still a source of considerable budget
deficits.

19. The West African members of the African Finan­
cial Community (CFA) have undergone a large devaluation
of the CFA franc in January 1994, the first in more than 50
years. Some countries have reported improvements in the
trade account and fiscal balance. But growth in the (FA
countries in 1994, though encouraging, remained only
modest. Overall output in the countries concerned in­
creased by only 2.8 per cent compared to 8 per cent in
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1993. In Cote d'ivoire, the largest (FA economy in West
Africa. output decline has apparently stopped, but growth
was minimal (0.8 per cent) in 1994.

20. Economic results for the Central African subre­
gion continue to reflect the free fall of the Zairian economy
and the lacklustre performance in the rest, including the
devastated economies of Rwanda and Burundi. Subre­
gional output feU by 5.4 per cent in 1994, following
declines in the preceding three years of 1.2 per cent in
1991,5.4 per cent in 1992 and 5.0 per cent in 1993. As
for Zaire, the mining industry had been damaged during
the riots of 1991-1992, and production of copper has now
fallen to around 50,000 tons compared to an annual
capacity of 500,000 tons. Communications inside the
country are now precarious, and internal trade has shrunk
drastically. Hyperinflation has practically destroyed the
currency.

21. The three oil exporters of the subregion,
Cameroon, the Congo and Gabon, have not recorded
good results either. Cameroon has been affected by poor
performance of agriculture and industry, and a steady
decline of oil production. The rapid fall in GDP since 1991
moderated in 1994, though a decline of 1.5 per cent was
still recorded. In the Congo, the political factors in 1994,
and continuing budgetary problems seriously constraining
the economy. Despite the increase of oil production to
nearly 10 million tons in 1994, GDP contracted by 3.6 pl?r
cent. In Gabon, despite the initial benefits of the increase
in oil production, following the coming on stream of the
Rabi Kounga field, oil revenues have since levelled off and
the country has had to face a difficult debt- servicing
problem. Following a fall of GDP in 1992-1993, only
modest growth has been recorded in 1994 (1.6 per cent).

22. Since the beginning of the decade, economk
activity has on average been disappointing in the Eastern
and Southern African subregion, stretching from the Horn
of Africa to the southern part of the continent. In 1992,

the countries of Southern Africa suffered their worst
drought on record. \n 1994, economic growth is set at 1.4
per cent in the subregion as a result of drought conditions
in the Horn of Africa, the constraints of rehabilitation and
reconstruction in Mozambique, and renewed drought in
Malawi.

23.ln Kenya, one of the larger economies inthearea,
there has been some recovery in 1994. The financial
situation has considerably improved, under strict budget­
ary management. GOP increased by 2.5 per cent in 1994,
and prospects for 1995 are good. In Uganda, the econ­
omy continued to grow, posting a high rate of 7.2 per cent
in 1994. Agriculture has recovered from the 1992
drought, and export volumes have risen sharply, in re­
sponse to high prices for coffee, the c.ountry's major
export. In Malawi, however, the food and agricultural
sector was adversely affected by drought in 1993 and early
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1994. As a result, GDP has fallen by nearly 10 per cent,
although some measure of recovery is expected in 1995.

24. In Zambia, economic results remained disap­
pointing in 1994, despite the implementation of a wide­
ranging reform programme. GOP growth in 1994 was
only 1 per cent, after five consecutive years of decline. The
key mining sector is contracting, partly because of a long­
term decline in copper reserves, but plans are underway to
privatize the ZCCM mining corporation as a way of improv­
ing the situation. In Zimbabwe, recovery from the 1992
drought is now complete and the economy has grown by
about 6 per cent in 1994. Agriculture is expanding at
around 6-7 per cent a year, while output in the mining
sector is up considerably as well.

25. A few countries of the subregion registered
sustained growth in GDP over the past decade. In Bot­
swana, for example, a high rate of growth has been
achieved in the past few years as the result of a judicious
management of the revenues from diamond, while in
Mauritius, rapid industrialisation has been spurred by the
exploitation of the country's skilled manpower and the
system of industrial free zones. Both countries have more
or less continued to make economic progress in 1994. In
Botswana, however, there has been a significant slow
down, because of the fall in demand for diamonds and
lower prices in the international markets. Growth declined
in 1993 for the first time, and in 1994 the rate was only
2.5 per cent. Mauritius has also encountered considerable
problems recently regarding exports, particularly of sewn
goods, which were subject to protectionist barriers, but it
now appears those problems have largely been overcome,
as the country has striven to diversify its exports base by
introducing new activities. In 1994 alone, export volumes
grew substantially - by a large 169 per cent - and GDP by
6.8 per cent.

26. As for South Africa, the most advanced economy
in the subregion and In the African region as a whole, the
economy had stagnated since the mid~1980s, despite its
high level of industrialization. This was due to the can·
straints created by the apartheid system which prevented
the country from fully mob.llizing its human resources, and
had hampered its effective participation in the interna~

tionaI economy due to sanctions. It had been hoped that
the economy would recover quickly with the end of apart~

heid. However, recent figures indicate an annual GDP
growth rate of only 2.1 per cent in 1994 compared with
the -0.9 per cent in 199Q.1993. But there can be little
doubt about the country's improving economic and busi­
ness climate and the immense potential for rapid growth.

127. n the group of African least developed countries
(LDCs), economic performance has again been poor in
1994. Output declined by 1.2 per cent, follOWing declines
in 1992-1993. More than two-thirds of all African coun­
tries are now LDCs. Among them, the Sahel countries
form a homogeneous group, by virtue of their geographi­
cal position and an economic structure dominated by
livestock and cereal cultivation. In 1994, with the return
of good weather to West Africa, agriculture recovered in
most Sahelian countries and, in the aggregate, GOP grew
by 2.6 per cent after a decline of 0.7 per cent in 1993. For

E(ECA/CM.21/3

the nine countries which constitute the Permanent Inter­
State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel (ClLSS)
~ namely Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, the Gambia,
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, the Niger and Senegal,
the results in 1994 may be even better, as the agricultural
crops, including food items, is a record one; cereal produc­
tion was estimated at 9.9 million tons.

28. Table III provides a frequency distribution of the
countries in the African region according to output growth
rates. Twelve countries experienced negative growth in
1994 compared to 18 in the previous year, while eight
countries are expected to exceed 6 per cent in 1994
compared to 9 per cent in 1993, which explains in part the
slight improvement of economic performance at the re­
gional level. The six countries with the most impressive
GDP growth rates in 1994 are: Morocco (10.5 per cent),
Namibia (8.7 per cent), Ghana (8.0 per cent), Uganda (7.2
per cent), Mauritius (6.8 per cent) and Zimbabwe (6.0 per
cent). About a fifth of the African countnes had GDP
growth rates in the range of 3 to 6 per cent in 1993 and
1994.

C. ~conomic policy developments
In 1994

29. In response to continued macroeconomic imbal­
ances and instability, the overwhelming majority of African
countries continued to implement reforms in 1994 focus~

ing on fiscal austerity and restrictive monetary policies, and
the liberalization of foreign exchange and interest rates
The reform measures were aimed specifically at liberalizing
factor and product markets, removing distortions, empow­
ering the private sector, and making the public sector more
efficient, in spite of the enormous short-term costs and the
social consequences of such measures. The main focus
was the creation of a stable macroeconomic environment
for growth. However, most countries were yet to make
the necessary transition from overwhelming preoccupa­
tion with adjustment and stabilization to the long-term
concerns with sustainable development and structural
transformation. In the case of South Africa, there seems
to be a consensus at maintaining a free market economy
in the post-apartheid era, although fundamental questions
about the distribution of wealth,jobs and income between
the black majority and the previously dominant white
population have loomed large and will inevitably have to
be addressed. For the present, the Government appears
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to have decided on a delicate balancing act, between
short-term measures to improve the lot of the majority
population and long-term measures to attract foreign and
domestic investment for the future growth of the econ­
omy.

30. There were strong inflationary pressures in a
number of African countries in 1993-1994. The most
prominent case was Zaire, where there was a virtual
breakdown of the financial system. and excessive budget­
ary deficits brought inflation to on imprecedented level of
over 8,500 per cent in 1994. In war-ravaged Angola,
inflation also reached extremely high levels estimated at
over 1,000 per cent in December 1994. The franc zone
countries which were previously characterised by very low
inflation are now experiencing considerable price rises as
a result of the 50 per cent devaluation of the CFA franc.
However, with the maintenance of tight monetary policies
in those countries, involving deficit financing limits of 20
per cent of previous budget tax receipts and the curtail­
ment of salary increases, inflation has been brought below
the rate of devaluation in most cases, But there has been
some less favourable experience nonetheless, such as in
the Congo, where inflation is reported at a high 60 per
cent in 1994. But alongside these negative trends, signifi~

cant reductions have taken place in the rate of inflation in
1994 in Egypt, Uganda and Ghana which, as a result of
greater fiscal and monetary discipline, managed to bring
about a sharp reduction in budget deficits.

31. Fiscal reforms were undertaken in many African
countries in 1994, aimed at enhancing public revenues and
restraining public spending, with the objective of reducing
the fiscal deficit in proportion of GDP. A two-pronged
approach towards enhancing public revenues was gener·
ally adopted: (a) through institutional reforms, e.g.,
strengthening revenue agencies in order to increase the
collection rate; and (b) through the broadening of the tax
base by increasing the scope of indirect taxation, e.g., by
introducing value--added tax and user charges on some
public services. At the same time, several governments
took steps to streamline public spending by reducing the
public sector payroll, by cutting or eliminating subsidies,
and by holding down the growth rate of public consump­
tion. This also involved public sector restructuring and
expenditure rationalization in some countries, as well as
public enterprise reforms. Already compressed, recurrent
expenditures were already heavily compressed, and further
compression often proved socially and politically unten~

able. In such cases, it was the capital expenditure that
bore, for the most part, the brunt of fiscal austerity and
budgetary pruning despite the high developmental cost of
a steep reduction in an already low capital budget.

32. In spite of the concerted government efforts at
budgetary reforms, the fiscal gap continued to widen in
several countries in 1994, due to the social and political
limits to expenditure reduction, and the uncertainties and
policy constraints of an unstable fiscal environment. In
Malawi, for example, the prolonged and severe drought
has drastically reduced agricultural tax revenues while
necessitating increased expenditures on imports to fill the

massive food shortfalL In Morocco, on the other hand,
which had a better than average harvest in 1994, the
Government had to buy surplus grains from the farmers at
guaranteed floor prices. In countries making the transition
from conflict to peace, for example Mozambique, the
enormous cost of demobilization consumed some of the
savings from reduced military spending. Also, many coun­
tries are yet to close the loopholes which distort the
fairness of taxation or have efficient revenue collection
systems put in place to minimize tax evasion and avoid­
ance. Consequently, fiscal deficits in the region are ex~

pected to average about 6 per cent of GDP in 1994, up
from about 5 per cent last year. However, in order to
contain monetary expansion, some African countries haVE
financed the bulk of their fiscal deficits by issuing treasury
securities rather than .directly resorting to borrowing from
their central banks.

33. In addition to efforts to check excessive money
supply growth in different African countries, monetary and
financial reforms were in 1994 in the direction of freeing
interest rates, restructuring financial institutions and intro­
ducing a measure of deregulation in the operations of the
financial sector whlle strengthening the prudential super­
visory role of the centra! bank over other financial institu­
tions.

34. In a few countries, the institutional, legal and
operational framework of domestic capital markets was
revamped and strengthened with a view to generating
greater confidence in the financial intermediation process
among the investing public. The aim clearly was to estab­
lish the basis for the development of a sound financial
sector for effective mobilization of domestic savings and
improved allocation of investment through more efficient
intermediation. Some countries, for example, Ethiopia and
Morocco, have geared up for expanding the scope of
private participation in the financial sector, either through
whole or partial privatization of State-owned financial
institutions, or by allowing the establishment of privately
owned financial institutions. In Ethiopia, the first private
banks and insurance companies since 1974 were estab­
lished wholly on private initiative, following the promulga­
tion of a comprehensive new law governing the
registration of financial enterprises.

35. A number of countries have embarked upon
currency reforms. The devaluation of the CFA franc in
January 1994 was the most notable case of exchange rate
adjustment in Africa during the year. This was, first,
because of the number of countries that were involved ­
14 countries in two regions, West and Central Africa, plus
the Comoros; and, second, because of the scale of devalu­
ation. While the overall impact of the devaluation is yet to
be gauged, the associated financial measures would ap­
pear to have brought about more discipline and encour·
agement of the use of domestic inputs. Exports have
revived in some countries, due largely to the incentives
provided by the rise in domestic prices of export crops as
a result of the devaluation. The higher prices, it would also
seem, have reduced the incidence of smuggling of export
crops from the zone. As already pointed out. however,
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devaluation triggered a jump in domestic prices during the
year, putting at risk significant elements of social welfare
and employment creation.

36. The foregoing review should not give the impres­
sion that the only development on the African currency

scene in 1994 was devaluation and depreciation. In some
countries where reforms have already reached an ad­
vanced stage, notably in Uganda and Kenya, In fact,
currencies appreciated against a weaker us doUar. But,
more importantly, that reflected increased supply of for·
eign exchange from export revenues, a modest increase in
remittances, budgetary assistance from donors in support
of agreed reform programmes, and restrictions on central
bank finance of government budgetary deficits.

37. Privatization is another area targeted by eco­
nomic reforms. Here, progress is thwarted by the paucity
of domestic savings within African countries, scarcity of
aggressive entrepreneurship and lack or underdevelop­
ment of stock markets. There is understandable reluc­
tance on the part of African countries to dispose of public

enterprises entirely to foreign investors often at give--away
prices. Thus, countries are searching for an approach that
would ensure that nationals retain significant equity in
privatised assets, for example, through joint ventures with
foreign investors. To the extent possible, they would also
like to have a wide dispersal of shareholding in major
privatized enterprises. Thus, before the Government of
Ghana floated its remaining shares in the Ashanti Godfields
Company on the London Stock Exchange early in 1994, it
reserved almost 2 per cent of the shares for the workers.
In Ethiopia, the Government chose to break up the assets
of the State-owned transport corporation into three share­
holding companies to be wholly transferred to the workers
in the form of a loan equal to the value of the transferred
assets. In that way, privatisation. if properly conceived,
could be used to promote growth with equity, rather than
widening economic disparities and increasing the concen­
tration of economic power. Progress was made also in
other areas of reform; notably, market and tax reforms
geared towards the improvement of the investment di~

mate for domestic and foreign investors.

38. In the area of African economic integration and
cooperation, the most significant event In 1994 was the
coming into effect of the Abuja Treaty for the estab­
lishment of the African Economic Community (AEC).
The first stage of the Treaty, which covers the first five years
af its operation, aims to strengthen existing subregional
economic. communities. It is also expected that the pro­
toc.ols to be drawn up under the Treaty will contribute to
the harmonization of sectoral policies at the subregional
level, as a stepping stone to policy harmonization at the
continental level. In the meantime, significant changes
were underway in several subregIonal organizations during
the last year, although not all of these can be perceived as
direct responses to the Abuja initiative.

39. In West Africa, while ECOWAS has been seized
with the problem of rationalizing the intergovernmental
organizations in the West African subregion, the West
African Monetary Union (UMOA) and the 'Communaute
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economique de I'Afrique de l'Ouest" (CEAO) were con­
verted into the West African Economic and Monetary
Union (UEMOA) in January 1994. Similarly, CILSS com­
pleted its restructuring programme in order to alleviate its
financial constraints and make the organization more effi­
cient. The organization now operates a long-term devel­

opment programme through three-year plans approved by
both the member States and donors.

40. Efforts at rationalizing and harmonizing the
subregion's numerous intergovernmental organizations
(IGOs), numbering about 40 in all, continued in 1994. A
report on the subject, commIssioned by ECOWAS, was
discussed in Accra in September 1994 and is to be dis~

cussed further in 1995, before recommendations are pre­
sented to the Council of Ministers. It will be recalled that
the ECOWAS Council of Ministers had agreed in 1990,
after several past attempts, on a ten-year timetable for the
harmonization and rationalization of the West African
\GOs. Some of the major recommendations are: the
merger of the West African Health Community (WAHC)
and the Organization for the Campaign against Major
Diseases (OCCGE), and of the West African Clearing House
into the West African Monetary Agency; and, the harmoni­
zation of the activities of the UEMOA and the Mano River
Union (MRU). It was envisaged that by the year 2005, all
the IGOswould have been rationalized or transformed into
speCialized agenc:ies of the ECOWAS.

41. In North Africa, there are ongoing political efforts
to integrate more countries into the Arab Maghreb Union
(AMU). This is encouraged by the presence of large
markets in neighbouring countries, such as Egypt with a
population of over 55 million and the Sudan with an
abundance of agricultural raw materials. Egypt had al­
ready applied for the status of an observer.

42.ln Central Africa, the Heads of State of the 'Union
douaniere et economique de {'Afrique Centrale" (UDEAC)
has formulated a new treaty for the creation of the "Com­
munaute economique et monetaire de l'Afrique Centrale"
(CEMAC). CEMAC would include the 'Unlon economique
de l'Afrique Centrale" (UEAe) and the 'Union monetaire en
Afrique Centrale" (UMAC) as part of which the "Banque
centrale d'Afrique Centrale~ (BCAe) will be administered
The aim of the new Treaty is to attain a transition from a
Customs Union under the UDEAC to an Economic and
Monetary Union. Meanwhile, the existence of the Eco­
nomic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) con­
tinued to be threatened, mainly as a result of the
non-payment of membership contributions.

43. Finally, in Eastern and Southern Africa, 1994
ushered in fundamental changes in the subregions' two
main economic groupings: the Common Market for East­
ern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) The COMESA
took over from the Preferential Trading Area (PTA), which
had been in eXIstence since 1978. The parallel existence
of SADC and COMESA has been a thorny issue in 1994.
South Africa. which joined the SADC during the year, and
Botswana are not members of the COMESA, while Na­
mibia has not yet ratified the COMESA Treaty. Neverthe-
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less, efforts at the harmonization and rationalization of the
two organizations are continuing, even after the rejection
of an earlier decision to merge the two.

44. In spite of the above developments, regional
economic cooperation and integration in Africa con­
tinue to be beset by numerous problems. in particular
inadequate transport and communication networks.
weak production systems with virtually no inter-sectoral
and inter-eountry links, tariff and non-tariff obstacles to
intra-regional trade; and lack of convergence of national
economic policies. Policies and programmes to address

these problems have been proposed in the lagos Plan of
Action and the Final Act of lagos, as well as in the African
Alternative Framework for Structural Adjustment Pro­
grammes for Socio-Economic Recovery and Transforma­
tion (AAF-SAP). More recently they have found expression
in various subregional efforts and in the Abuja Treaty
itself. What is urgently required is implementation. As
part of the efforts for promoting effective economic inte­
gration in Africa, there has recently been increased discus­
sion on how to bring into consonance economic
integration strategies and structural adjustment policies
and programmes.

..



E/ECA/CM.21j3

II. DEVELOPMENTS IN PRODUCTION SECTORS

45. Agriculture, mining and manufacturing, between
them, accounted for an average of 47.1 per cent of GOP
value added in Africa in 1990-1994. For developing Africa,
the combined share of agriculture, mming and manufac­
turing stand at 49.2 per cent. Over the same period, the
share of agriculture in the GOP in developing Africa has
stagnated at around 22.6 per cent compared with 5 per
cent in South Africa. Mining and manufacturing ac­
counted, respectively, for 13.8 per cent and 12.8 per cent
of GDP in developing Africa.

A. Agriculture

1. Food production trends

46. As already pOinted Qut, agricultural production
in Africa increased by 2.1 per cent in 1994 compared with
3.7 per cent in 1993. The North African subregion
achieved an impressive growth rate of 12.8 per cent,
followed by the Southern and the West African subregions
where output is reported to have grown by 3.6 per cent
and 2.7 per cent, respectively. In contras1, the Eastern and
the Central Africa subregions registered negative growth
rates of 1 and 1.5 per cent, respectively (Table IV).

~
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47. Food production increased by 2.5 per cent in
1994, compared with 4.5 per cent in 1993. Over the same
period, the total output of cereals increased by 9.3 per cent
from 96.4 mi!lion tons to 105.3 m.ill'ion tons. Output of
wheat increased from 13.4 minion tons in 1993 to 15.5
million tons in 1994 while output of coarse grains rose
from 67.9 million tons to 74.4 million tons over the same
period.

48. On the other hand, output of roots and tubers,
which traditionally provide a key share of the food supply
in much of tropical Africa, increased by 0 5 per cent from
119.4 million tons In 1993 to 120 million tons in 1994.
Cassava production stagnated in Ghana and Madagascar
in both 1993 and 1994. while it declined markedly in laire
(by 15.9 per cent). Uganda (by 2.7 per cent), the United
RepublIC of Tanzania (by 4.4 per cent) and Mozambique
(by 5.7 per cent).

49. In the North African subregion, the latest esti­
mates for wheat put 1994 production at 11.7 million tons,
25 per cent higher than the previous year. The more than
satisfactory increase in 1994 is mainly attributable to the
marked increase in Morocco's output by some 4 million
tons to a record 5.53 million tons. The lower output in
Algeria, Egypt and Tunisia, estimated at 1.1 million tons,
4.4 million tons and 502,000 tons, respectively, were more
than offset by the Morocco's much higher output. Coarse
grain output in the subregion reached 11.1 million tons,
29 per cent higher than in 1993, with the poor harvest in
Algeria and Tunisia being more than offset by increased
outputs in Egypt and Morocco.

50. In West Africa. cereal production by the countries
of the CILSS ;s estimated at a record 9.9 milJion tons, 14
per cent higher than in 1993. Production in Mali and the
Niger in 1994/1995 was above average, at an estimated
2.65 million tons and 2.64 million tons, respectively. In the
case of Mali, the marked improvement in output is attrilr
uted to higher yields per hectare while in the case of the
Niger it is ascribed mainly to a 28 percent increase in millet
production. In the coastal countries of the Gulf of Guinea,
there were generally good harvests of the main maize crop.
In Nigeria, except for Kwara State - which was hit by severe
floods. leaving 20.000 people displaced and 20,000 ha of
crops, 5,000 ha of farmland and 2,000 ha of sugar cane
destroyed - the overall food supply outlook is satisfactory.
In Ghana, due to erratic rain and drought, the food supply
situation remains tighter. According to the FAO crop
assessment mission, production of cereals in the nine
coastal countries will amount to about 20 million tons, 7
per cent less than 1993. In both Liberia and Sierra Leone,
where a large number of farmers have been displaced by
civil strife, the food supply situation remains precarious.

51. In Central Africa, cereal output increased by 3.6
per cent from 2.8 million tons in 1993 to 2.9 million tons
in 1994. Average or above-average harvests were realized
in Cameroon, the Central African Republic, and Gabon, In
northern Zaire, growing conditions remained satisfactory.
Nevertheless, in some parts of the province of Kivu floods
damaged property and rural infrastructure resulting in
reduced food output. In Rwanda, food production was
hard hit in 1994 by the adverse consequences of civil strife.
The already serious food supply situation is likely to be
aggravated following a substantial shortfall in food crops
harvests in early 1995. In Burundi. food production in
1994 is estimated at some 19 per cent below average.
With ethnic violence continuing in several areas of its
northern provinces, food supplies are likely to dimmish
even further, due to the reduced harvests and the disrup­
tion of relief efforts.

52. In East Africa, cereal output increased by 18.6
per cent. from 18.3 million tons in 1993 to 21.7 million
tons in 1994. In Ethiopia, for example, production of
cereals and pulses is estimated at 7.7 million tons for
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1994/1995. about 3 per cent higher than in 1993/1994.
A recent FAO/World Food Programme Crop and Food
Supply Assessment Mission to the Sudan forecasts the
1994/1995 harvest of sorghum and millet at a record 4.91
million tons. 85 per cent more than in 1993/1994. Aggr~

gate production of cereals in 1994/1995 is estimated at
5.5 million tons. 79 per cent more than in 1993/1994. In
Somalia. food grain production in 1994/1995 is estimated
at 420.000 tons. 155.000 tons hi9her than in 1993/1994.
Despite those modest gains. the food supply situation
remains critical, especially for subsistence production of
food grains or the purchasing power for buying food.

53. In Southern Africa, aggregate cereal output in­
creased by 2.1 per cent, from 23.5 million tons in 1993 to
24.0 million tons in 1994. In Mozambique. the food supply
situation remains tight and is being further aggravated by
a substantial decline in cassava production in the face of
increasing numbers of returnees. In Malawi, one third of
the population of 9 million face the risk of hunger, given
the tight food supply situation that remains in several areas
affected by the 1993/1994 drought. In Angola. inade­
quate food supplies persist in many areas, and deaths from
causes related to starvation and severe malnutrition are
increasingly reported. The total food deficit in 1994/1995
is estimated at 1.4 million tons, consisting mainly of roots
and tubers. In Botswana, Madagascar, Namibia, Swaz­
iland, Zambia and Zimbabwe, growing conditions were
less favourable.

structure. In Uganda, coffee trees are being replaced with
high-yielding local robusta varieties that have been devel­
oped at Kawanda Research Station. In Cote d'ivoire,
production fell catastrophically from 286,000 tons in 1990
to 144,000 tons in 1994 - a decline of almost 50 per cent
In less than five years.

56. Cocoa production in developing Africa increased
by 3.7 per cent from 1.33 million tons in 1993 to 1.38
million tons in 1994. In Cote d'lvoire, which is the world's
largest producer, the bumper crop of almost 850,000 tons
that had been expected in 1993/1994. became unreal­
isable in the light of the disappointing rains in July and
August 1994. In consequence, the estimate for the
1994/1995 harvest is as low as 715.000 tons. notwith·
standing the positive incentives of the Government an­
nouncement of a 31 per cent increase in the cocoa
producer price at CFA F 315 per kg. In Ghana, the second
largest producer in the region, production increased by
12.5 per cent. However, the contribution of cocoa to the
country's merchandise export earnings has been falling
steadily since 1989. when it represented 52.4 per cent of
the total. to only 26.6 per cent in 1993. In Nigeria, a severe
outbreak of black pod disease threatens to cause a big cut
in Nigerian cocoa production in the course of 1994/1995.
Heavy rainfall in Dndo State, where around 70 per cent of
the country's cocoa is produced, favoured the spread of
the disease towards the end of 1994 and may actually
reduce production to 100.000 tons in 1995/1996.

2. Production trends in industrial crops

.-

57. Cotton production in developing Africa declined
by 4.9 per cent from 3.8 million tons in 1993 to 3.6 million
tons in 1994. In Egypt, the largest regional producer, the
lint output in 1994/1995 is estimated at 325.000 tons
compared with 409.000 tons in 1993/1994. The reduc­
tion is ascribed to the decline in the area under cultivation
to 726,100 feddans (1 feddan ~ 0.42 hal In 1994/1995
from 884.310 feddans in the 1993/1994 season. Accord­
ing to the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAe)
exports of Egyptian extra-fine cotton soared dramatically
in 1993/1994, to reach 40 per cent of world cotton trade.
Total production in Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the
Central African Republic. Chad, Cote d'ivoire. Guinea,
Madagascar, Mali. the Niger, Senegal and Togo rose from
224.000 tonSin 1980/1981 to 441.000 tons in 1986/1987
and reached 517.000 tons by 1993/1994. The marked rise
in international prices, coupled with the 50 per cent de­
valuation of the CFA franc, will likely raise receipts in
domestic currency and foster a substantial increase in the
area under cotton cultivation in CFA countries in 1994.
Production may well reach a record 600,000 tons, from an
area of 1.37 million ha. but yields per hectare may be below
average because of the higher costs of imported inputs
following the devaluation.

58. Sugar production in developing Africa increased
by 15.4 per cent from 5.2 million tons in 1993 to nearly
6.0 million tons in 1994. In Egypt. the largest sugar
producing country on the continent. production stagnated
at 1.1 million tons In both 1993 and 1994. In Mauritius.
output increased by 11.5 per cent in 1994. The sector,

which employs 35,000 sugar cane planters and more than
40,000 industry employees, is to be revitalized. In Swaz­
iland. production fell by 7 per cent in 1993/1994. but is

54. Performance by regional producers of industrial
crops in the course of 1994 was mixed. Compared to
1993, there were percentage increases of 6.2, 15.9 and
3.7 for coffee, sugar and cocoa, and percentage declines
of 12.2, 7.0 and 4.9 for tobacco, tea and cotton, respec­
tively (Table V).
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55. Coffee production in developing Africa increased
by 6.2 per cent from 983.000 tons in 1993 to 1.0 million
tons in 1994. Ethiopia has emerged as the largest produc­

ing country in the region. The coffee industry is being
restructured, with the introduction of a free market system
and the renovation of the transport and processing infra-
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expected to return to the level of the three preceding years
as the drought recedes. In Zimbabwe, production in­
creased by more than tenfold in 1994. The subsector has
steadily recovered from the severe drought of 1991/1992
when production stood at a mere 9,000 tons.

59. Tea production in developing Africa declined by
7.0 per cent from 329.000 tons in 1993 to 306,000 tons
in 1994. In Kenya, the largest African producer, output
declined by 11.8 per cent in 1994. The smallholder farmers
had an additional incentive through the increase in
monthly advance payments per k9 from KSh.3.00 to
KShA.50 for 9reen leaf delivered to the factory. Other
factors which contributed to the increase include improved
maintenance of rural access roads, liberalization of the tea
industry, the introduction of auction of exports in dollars,
and the creation of retention accounts. Tea production in
Uganda has increased steadily, from 9,500 tons in 1992 to
12,300 tons in 1993, an increase of 29.5 per cent, and by
23 per cent in 1994. The increase is mainly due to the
rehabilitation of 70 per cent of the plantations.

60. Tobacco production in developing Africa de­
clined by 12.2 per cent from 458,000 tons in 1993 to
402,000 tons in 1994 In Zimbabwe, the largest producer,
output declined by 11.Z per cent in 1994. The 1994
tobacco selling season opened on a strong note, with
buyers offering an average price per kg of 883.35 Zim­
babwe dollars (US$109.86) for flue-cured tobacco, com­
pared to the average price in 1993 of 2$ 802.62
(US$123.77). Following massive stockpiling of excess leaf
in 1993, tobacco farmers reduced the area under cultiva­
tion for the season by 25 per cent, and this contributed to
a reduction in output by about 170 million kg, bringing
supply into greater balance with demand. That move was
reinforced by lower production costs and concentration on
the cultivation of good quality crops, the soft, nature-ripe
tobacco which is in high demand on the international
market. After a break of 18 years, the Burley tobacco
auction floors opened in April 1994 with prices per kg
averaging Z$ l,135.9Z ($142,30). In Malawi, production
declined by 26.1 per cent. By September 1994, 98,000
tons of tobacco had been sold on the auction floors. Prices
paid for the 1994 crop averaged $1.38 per kg, 30 per cent
higher than in 1993. Tobacco accounts for some 65 per
cent of Malawi's export earnings but recent evidence has
shown that there has been an increasing tendency to
switch from tobacco and hybrid maize production to chili­
growing. There are now over 5,000 farmers growing
chilies, compared with 100 in 1992. The price per kg of
chilies rose from 8 Malawi kwacha in 1993 to K 1Z in 1994
and may rise to as much as MK20 per kg in 1995.

61. As in previous years, government policy initiatives
in 1994-1995 on rural development related to areas such
as poverty alleviation; rationalization and liberalization of
agricultural parastatals; subsidized credit; price guarantees
and price support; sustainable agricultural activities in
combination with protection of the environment; and river
basin development.

62. Unlike the prevailing situation in previous years,
however, there seems to be a much more heightened
awareness of, and greater concerns for, the plight of the
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rural groups that are adversely affected by the process of
economic reforms. In Zambia, the Government took sev­
eral initiatives to support those most vulnerable through
the Programme to Prevent Malnutrition (PPM), the Food­
for-Work Programme and the Programme for Urban Self­
Help (PUSH), all aimed at providing short-term relief. In
Botswana, the 1994 budget had earmarked 335 million
pulas or 21 per cent of budgetary expenditure to the
Ministry of Local Government, Lands and Housing for the
Accelerated land Servicing Programme, labour-oriented
relief projects which provide employment opportunities for
the rural population and for other related goals. In Ghana,
the food grain technology introduced in 1993 has begun
to produce results. In all 45 post-harvest grain ViI/ages have
been established, spread across the 10 regions of the
country.

63. In Cameroon, Burkina Faso and Chad, an integral
component of the policy reform strategy is the creation of
a social safety net to protect the most disadvantaged
segment of the popUlation. It takes the form of price
controls for major cereals such as sorghum and rice. In Cote
d'ivoire, a fund of 3.1 billion CFA francs was created in
April 1994 for the purpose of helping small farmers to
up-grade their agricultural implements and secure credit
for the purchase of fertilizers. In Tunisia, the Government
subsidizes barley production for livestock feeds and has
kept imported price of barley low. Small farmers also enjoy
subsidized seeds and fertilisers. The price of water for
irrigation has been cut and farmers' debts have been
rescheduled.

64. In Morocco, in order to prevent a collapse in the
price of wheat the Government guarantees a floor price.
Farmers are in any event still feeling the financial effects of
two years of drought and the Government has taken
measures to help out by rescheduling crop finance debts,
and by reducing the price of fuel used for agricultural
purposes. In Kenya, a guaranteed floor is maintained for
producer price of major crops such as maize, wheat, rice
and sugar cane, based on international prices. In addition,
effective provisions for agricultural credit have been insti­
tuted through the establishment of an Agricultural Devel­
opment Bank, which will have the mandate to accept
deposits from the public but will be confined to lending to
farmers and selected agro-industrial enterprises.

65. In many countries, the funds allocated to the
development of irrigation have been increased. In Swaz­
iland, for example, a major initiative to which the Govern­
ment is now committed is the Komati River Basin
Development Project. It includes the construction of a darn
on the Komati at Maguga but the main element of the
scheme is the development of approximately 7,500 ha of
irrigated land. The project will focus on sugar and citrus
plantation, and the construction of the dam is to start in
1997. In April 1994 the Government of Morocco an~

nounced that it was putting out to tender to private
contractors some 25,000 ha of State-owned land for irri­
gation. So far, 23,000 ha have been Irrigated. The Niger
has launched a major rural development project in the
Tarka Valley and in the catchment basins of the tributaries.
The total area covered by the project is 2,800 km2 in the
Madaoua and Bouza districts. The objective is to improve
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food security by using modern irrigation methods and to
raise producers' income and investment potential through
improved organization of marketing and input procure­
ment.

66. A strategy common to all the governments.
consists of ameliorating the management and operational
structure of public-sector institutions, including those deal­
ing with agricultural services. In Gabon, steps have been
taken to strengthen such institutions and to clarify their
financial linkages to the Government. Similar attempts are
being made in Benin, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Sierra leone
and Zimbabwe. In Ethiopia, for example, steps have been
taken to strengthen and increase the efficiency of some
public-sector institutions in the area of agricultural devel­
opment, while others have been dismantled. In Zim­
babwe, arrangements were underway to dismantle the
Agricultural Marketing Authority and to replace it with a
new institution called the Marketing Finance Corporation.
In addition, government subsidies on maize meal and other
basic foodstuffs have been discontinued.

67. In Madagascar, efforts have been made to mini­
mize State intervention in the marketing of vanilla, one of
the country's principal export crops. In Cameroon, a
restructuring programme in the coffee and cocoa indus­
tries was initiated in 1991, when, among other things, the
system of licensing buyers was abandoned. In the second
quarter of 1994, arabica prices for farmers were allowed
to move freely for the first time. A vital element of the
programme is to improve the diffusion of information on
producer prices.

68. Despite the series of policy pronouncements and
policy interventions by African governments to step-up the
production of food and agricultural output, the region is
yet to stem the steady decline in food production per
capita. In the face of population growth rate of over 3 per
cent per annum, per capita food production showed a
negative growth rate of 53 per cent in 1991-1992 com­
pared to -0.1 per cent in 1981-1990 and a -1.3 per cent

during 1971-1980. The productivity of the African peasant
farmer has remained very low, mainly due to the shortage
of inputs; and so has the average productivity of agrkul­
turalland in the region. In effect, much more remains still
to be done in the area of institutional and policy reforms
as well as the development of infrastructure, research
capacity, field extension services, access to credit, better
distribution of inputs, etc. There is an urgent need for
African governments to ensure that food self-sufficiency
objectives are complemented with food security strategies,
and to take a long-run view of the needed improvements
in food security on the region. Given the high population
growth rates in Africa. the increasingly limited land base,
the dependence on agricultural employment by a large
proportion of the rural food-insecure population, renewed
acceleration of agricultural growth with sustainable tech·
nology remains a precondition for household food security
in the region.

B. Mining
69. Crude oil and electricity production in Africa

stagnated in 1994 while gas production increased mod­
estly. The available data on mining production show that
although there have been fluctuation in the levels of output
of individual products, the overall trend was downwards
in 1993. There are as yet no complete data on specific
products for 1994; nevertheless, preliminary estimates
suggest that cobalt and copper are continuing their down­
ward trend. The performance of other minerals and metal
ores is rather poor, with output of bauxite and gold
decreasing slightly.

1. Fuels

70. Crude oil production was slightly lower than in
1993 (see Table VI below). Production increases in
countries such as Angola, Gabon and the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya were offset by lower output in other coun­
tries, particularly Nigeria. The production by members
of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
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(OPEC) declined to 240.8 million tons. 1.8 per cent
less than in 1993. Non-OPEC production reached 97.4
million tons in 1994, an Increase of 2.5 per cent, with
the strongest growth of 6.3 per cent in Angola and in
the Congo, where production rose by 12.1 per cent, to 9.7
million tons.

71. In Nigeria, because of the oil workers' strike.
production fell in the second and third quarters of 1994 to
about 1.9 million barrels a day (bid) compared to 2 million
bid in the last quarter of 1993. Production losses were
most substantial dUring August 1994, and major oil com­
panies, such as Shell Nigeria, were forced to declare force
majeure. Still, Nigeria's production for 1994 at 97.3 million
tons remained the largest in Africa.

72. In the libyan Arab Jamahiriya. production feU
slightly in 1993 due to the United Nations embargo, which
called for a ban on the sale to the Jamahiriya of all
oil·related equipment, other than those required to pump
oil. The effect of the sanctions and the lack of Investment
in the oil sector could become even more serious in the
future. In 1994, production edged up 0.2 per cent to 68.6
million tons, and the Government hopes to bring produc­
tion up to 2.1 million bid (equivalent to 104.5 miNion tons)
by 1996.

73. In Algeria, the estimate of 59.2 million tons of oil
produced in 1994 is some 610,000 tons lower than the
59.8 million tons produced in 1993. Despite the output
prospects of new oil fields, international oil companies
have remained cautious due to the country's current politi­
cal situation. However, it must be emphasized that Alge­
rian reserves of hydrocarbons are now thought to be
considerable, at par with those of Saudi Arabia.

74. In Egypt, production rose only marginally in
1994, by 0.4 per cent, to 46.5 million tons. In Tunisia,
production fell to 4.6 milJion tons in 1993 compared to 5.4
million tons in 1992. Output from the Cerdna field, which
came on stream in June 1994, and from the Rubana field,
together with the doubling of production elsewhere,
helped to limit the decline to 5 per cent for 1994 as a
whole. In Angola, the results achieved in 1994 were less
than planned, as significant capacities remained shut be­
cause of the civil war. The rise in production was never­
theless impressive, and Angola has become one of the
major African oil producers. In 1994, crude oil production
stood at 28.16 million tons compared with 26.50 in 1993
and 23.65 in 1990.

75. Gas production in developing Africa is. concen~
trated mainly in two countries: Algeria and Nigeria. Alge­
ria produces almost 67 per cent of African natural gas, with
a record output of 46.1 million tons in 1993 . only 0.4 per
cent more than in 1992, Given that national production
of natural gas is now greater than that of crude oil and
that reserves are such that it could be increased consider~

ably in the immediate future, there are renewed efforts to
boost its production. In Egypt, production has more than
quadrupled since 1983 from 2.4 million tons to 10.1 million
tons in 1993 - an average annual rate of growth of 14 per
cent. Efforts to boost production are also evident in
Tunisia, which has a great potential for natural gas than
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for oil. Total reserves are put at 84~180 billion cubic
metres, compared to the Algerian or Nigerian reserves
estimated at the end of 1993 at more than 100:trilli.on m3.

76. Nigeria contributes 80 per cent of total natural
gas production in sub·Saharan Africa. In 1993, Nigerian
production rose by 9.1 per cent, to reach 4.6 million tons
oil equivalent (TOE). Other gas producers in sub-Saharan
Africa are Angola, the Congo, Gabon and Rwanda. In
Gabon, production, including gas flared or reinjected,
averages 2.7 billion m3 a year.

2. Non-fuel minerals

77. The available data on mining production show
that although there have been fluctuations in the levels of
output of individual products, the overall trend was down­
wards in 1993. There are as yet no complete data on
specifiC products for 1994; preliminary estimates suggest
nevertheless, that cobalt and copper are continuing their
downward trend. The performance of other minerals and
metal ores is rather poor, with output of bauxite and gold
decreasing slightly.

78. The decline in African copper output has become
a permanent feature since the early 1990s, when produc­
tion started to slump at GEkamines of Zaire and at the
Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines (ZCCM), which to­
gether account for 90 per cent of the region's output. In
1993, production by Gecamines was a mere 50,000 tons,

compared to more than 500.000 tons in the late 1980s.
Production dropped in Zambia by 11 per cent in the sam~

year. African cobalt production is practically limited to
Zaire and Zimbabwe; and output has been in decline due
to the political crisis In Zaire. In 1993, aluminium produc­
tion in Africa remained almost unchanged at 618,000 tons,
after consecutive growth during the previous three years.
Since 1992 prices of phosphate rock have weakened,
leading to lower production levels in Africa for the third
successive year.

79. Total production of 90ld in Africa. which had
increased by 2 per cent in 1992, continued its upward
trend, reaching 676 tons in 1993. Most of the growth
came from Ghana, where production reached 41.4 tons.
an increase of 24.3 per cent. In other producing countries,
output remained stagnant or increased only marginally
Estimates of African diamond production total 34 million
carats in 1993, 12.7 per cent less than the 39 million
produced in 1992.

80. Since the 1980s, most African countries have
sought to attract private investors, both local and foreign,
into the mining industry, thereby giving life to new policies
on mining activities which would tap their vast resources
and enable them to gain access to the considerable tech­
nological, managerial and marketing skills of the private
sector. To facilitate that process, governments are press­
ing forward with the sale of State-owned enterprises at an
accelerated rate. The most important examples have prob­
ably been the privatization of the Ashanti Goldfield Corpo­
ration of Ghana, in April 1994, and the process, almost

completed. in the case of ZCCM in Zambia. The result, in
the case of the Ashanti gold mine, is that the mine is once
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more rated as one of the world's top 15. and a host of 180
private companies are prospecting for gold in Ghana.

81. In Nigeria, the investment law was revised in
1993 to make it more attractive to new investors and
priority has been gjven to the development of solid miner­
als to reduce the dependence on oil. For tnat reason, the
new mining law puts emphasis on the need to diversify
away from the oil sector, in order to create a more
balanced development In that connection. the Govern­
ment has set up a Minerals Development Bank to facilitate
soft loans to mining investors. while removing bureaucratic
delays which existed under the previous policy.

82. In Burkina Faso, a new mining code was adopted
by the National Assembly in May 1993. Its aims are to
encourage mining exploration, to give overseas investors
equal rights to those of national investors and to guarantee
the right to repatriate investment capital and revenues,
subject to normal taxation requirements.

83. In Ethiopia, a new mining law was adopted in
1993 to encourage mining exploration. The law provides
exemption from customs duties and taxes on equipment
and materials necessary for mining operations; and makes
it easy for profits and dividends, principal and interest on
loans, and fees and other payments relating to investments
to be remitted abroad.

84. Be that as it may, a long-term objective for the
Africa mining industry in Africa should be the development
of downstream transformation industries to produce fin­
ished and semi-finished goods for regional and subregional
consumption. That would be in the framework of regional
market integration for minerals and mineral-based prod­
ucts to ensure optimal use of resources. It is only then that
the present external bias of the mining sector, which
hinders the development of basic industries in the region,
will then be overcome. To attain that objective, the deve~

opment, exploitation and utilization of mineral resources
must be guided by principles which seek to conserve
resources, protect the environment and enable the prod­
ucts to be utilized domestically in Africa. That is not to

advocate regionalism or protectionism, but to lessen un­
due dependence on imports, a situation which deters local
industrial development.

c. Manufacturing industry

85. Mid-way through the second Industrial Develop­
ment Decade for Africa (IDDA-II), there is little or no
indication of the structural transformation of the manufac­
turing sector in most countries of sub-Saharan Africa. The
sector continues to be characterized by structural weak·
nesses such as low productivity, undEr-utilization of capac­
ity and inadequate industrial investments; acute
dependence on external sources of raw materials, technol­
ogy and other essential inputs; and obsolete machinery
and ill-maintained equipment. With the liberalization of
trade, the sector also faces problems of intense competi­
tion from cheap imports from relatively technologically
better-off developing countries, especially those of South­
East Asia, which are making rapid inroads into the African
market for basic consumer goods.

86. As shown in Table VII, growth in manufacturing
value-added (MVA) of developing Africa recovered in 1994
with an estimated increase of some 5 per cent following a
decline in 1993 and a modest increase in 1992 and 1993.
In comparison, the MVA for the entire Africa region was
slightly lower, on account of the 3.28 percentage growth
in South Africa in 1994, which itself is a significant improve­
ment over 1993. Preliminary estimates indicate a recovery
MVA in 1994 in all the subregions except the Central
African subregion where it is projected to decline by 8.7
per cent.

87. There were substantial variations in the perform­
ance of the manufacturing sector at subregional and
country levels in 1994. In Eastern and Southern African
subregion, for example, the growth of MVA which had
declined by 0.55 per cent in 1993, increased by 3.20 per
cent in 1994. Growth in the real output of the manufac­
turing sector in South Africa, where it accounts for 23.5
per cent of national GDP, faltered in the first half of 1994,
because of the uncertainties of the pre-election period,
labour unrest, work-stoppages, and the decrease in capac­
ity utilization, but a strong rebound was recorded in
manufacturing activity during the fourth quarter of 1994.
The decline was most pronounced in t.axtiles, clothing,

leather goods. paper and printing products, although ma­
chinery and transport also declined. According to the
Reserve Bank: of South Africa, more than 50 per cent of
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the major subsectors of manufacturing are close to full
production capacity or are moving quickly In that direction.
The low levels of investment spending since the early 1980s
have also led to an increase in the average age of the
capital stock. There was however a rebound in the second
half of the year sufficient enough to produce an overall
positive growth for the year. South Africa accounts for
about 77 per cent of the total MVA for the Eastern and
Southern African subregion. Of the remaining 23 per cent,
Zimbabwe is the most important contributor. Ethiopia,
Kenya, Zambia and Zimbabwe together accounted for an
average of close to 60 per cent of the manufacturing
output of the subregion in 1993-1994, with Zimbabwe
alone having a share of 30 per cent ECA estimates a
modest recovery in the growth of manufacturing value­
added at 3.9 per cent for Zimbabwe in 1994.

88. In West Africa, trends in industrial sector per­
formance is set by Nigeria and, to a large extent Ghana,
Senegal and Cote d'lvoire. In Nigeria, the manufacturing
sector declined by 5.0 per cent in 1994 compared with 2.3
per cent growth achieved in 1993. ThE,> recession in manu­
facturing activities in the course of 1994 was traceable to
a combination of factors, including disinvestment by a
number of foreign companies, high production costs, in~

crE,>asing smuggling activities, and uncertainty about eco­
nomic prospects associated with the political impasse In

the country. The high cost of production reflected largely
the high cost of borrowing and the general hike in tariffs
for utilities. The manufacturing sector is projected to grow
by 4.28 per cent in 1995, based on expected improve­
ments in the level of capacity utilization in the sector and
the impact of concessionalloans and other incentives.

a9. According to ECA estimates, Cote d'lvoire re­
corded an MVA growth of 0.8 per cent in 1994, the same
as the overall increase in GDP, following the decline of 0.4
per cent in the 1992-1993 period. In Senegal, there were
improvements in both GDP growth by 1.2 per cent in 1994
compared toa decline of 2.0 per cent in 1993, while MVA,
down by 2.5 per cent in 1993, recovered at a growth rate
of 2.6 per cent in 1994. Following the devaluation of the
CFA franc, firms producing for the domestic market but
largely reliant on imported inputs have been hard hit by
the high prices of imported inputs. As a result, turnover
has reportedly fallen by 40 per cent on average 10 these
enterprises. Companies producin9 for the domestic mar­
ket but with a low import content have fared rather better;
the food, food-processing and textile sectors have been the
main beneficiaries. The main export sectors (groundnuts,
fish and potatoes) have undoubtedly benefitted from the
devaluation in terms of local currency turnover, while the
cement and chemicals sectors have also responded favour­
ably.

90. Manufacturing growth performance in Ghana,
though relatively modest in recent years, has shown steady
improvement since 1992, with MVA estimated to have
increased by 7, 1 per cent in 1994. These trends, to a large
extent, indicate the bright spots in the performance of the
subregion's manufacturing sector which are sometimes
overshadowed by the collapse of economic activities in
politically volatile countries like Liberia. Sierra Leone and
the Gambia.
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91 In North Africa, manufacturing value-added in­
creased by 1.9 per cent in 1993, and is forecast to surge
by 6.4 per cent in 1994. The pace of industrial growth in
the subregion in 1993-1994 was spearheaded to a larger
extent by Tunisia. The economy of Tunisia has averaged 5
per cent growth annually for over a decade, and its GOP
per capita is the highest in the Maghreb Arab Union. The
reform measures adopted in 1993~1994 were expected to
make effective contribution to project financing by
strengthening domestic savings mobilization and through
busin~ss funds and credit. Foreign investment in the
country is projected at US$7600 million during the plan
period, 1992-1996. In Morocco, the growth of MVA,
which stood at 4.0 per cent ir. 1992, sank to a negative of
4.2 per cent in 1993 before rising toO.8 per cent in 1994.
The manufacturing sector, which accounted for about
18.5 per cent of GOP In 1993, is suffering from stiff
competition from South-East Asian textiles and clothing.
Morocco currently has a significant advantage in wage
costs compared to the EU - a ratio as much as one to five
- but the Government is conscious of the risk of counting
too much on this differential as a basis for expanding
markets for Moroccan manufactures.

92. The industrial sector performance in the Central
African subregion was to a large extent affected by the
depressed economic conditions in Zaire which accounts for
a substantial share of the manufacturing output of the
subregion. Overall, the subregion has registered declines
in MVA growth in recent years culminating in drastic drops
of 9.41 per cent in 1992,8.76 per cent in 1993 and an
estimated 8.79 per cent in 1994. The country's investment
needs are estimated at US$9,000 million over the next
three years, eqUivalent to its total external debt. In
Cameroon, the impact of the devaluation is becoming
increasingly evident with agro-industry showing a 66 per
cent increase in turnover in the first quarter of 1994 and
a massive 132 per cent rise in export sales. The food
industry, in particular, which uses a large percentage of
irnported inputs, recorded a fall in turnover during the first
quarter of 1994 of 5.2 per CE,>ot, despite an average
increase in the sales price of 51 per cent.

93. The major areas of industrial policy in the course
of 1994· 1995 centred on the provision of special tax
incentives to manufactured goods for export and/or ex­
port processing zones, special assistance to small-scale

industries, privatization and the stimulation of foreign
direct private investment. In Nigeria, for example, in the
budget for 1995, the follOWing tax incentives were pro­
vided: (a) removal of any charge or tax on interest paid on
bank loans for manufactured goods produced for export;
(b) exemption from tax of profits in the form of dividends
derived from manufacturing companies in petro-chemical
and liquified natural gas subsectors; (c) the exclusion from
tax of an expenses on research and development; (d)
removal of restriction on capital aHowance to manufactur­
ing companies. In Zimbabwe, the budget for 1994 pro­
vides thE,> following incentives for Export Processing Zones:
(a) income tax at a rate of 15 per cent after a tax holiday
of five years; (b) exemption from withholding taxes on
diVidends, royalties, interest and fees; (c) refund of sales
tax on goods and services; (d) exemption from income tax
of fringe benefits of persons employed in the export

Page 15



16

EfECAjCM.21/3

processing zones (EPZ); and (e) duty-free importation of
raw materials and capital goods. In addition, in recogni­
tion of the stiff competition that local industries face in the
international markets, the Government reduced customs
duties on textiles from 10 to 5 per cent and for clothing
from a range of 20-35 to 15 per cent across the board.
Further liberalization on the trade and exchange fronts,
that has effectively raised the export retention level to 100
per cent and introduced a market-determined exchange
rate, should also help industry to increase production.

94. In Uganda. a Harmonized Commodity Coding
system was introduced for import duties. excise duties and
sales tax. This comprehensive code is now being modified
to reclassify goods into luxury, intermediate and essential
categories. The principal features of this reclassification
are as follows: (a) duties on raw material imports for
industry are in the main being harmonized to a rate of 10
per cent; (b) those for certain construction materials such
as paints, varnishes, tubes and pipes, sales taxes are being
reduced to 10 per cent; (c) sales tax on furniture, whic:h is
currently 30 per cent. is now reduced to 10 per cent.

95. In Kenya, the duty rate on yarns and threads is
lowered to 30 per cent while that of zinc is lowered to 10
per cent. In addition, selective dumping duties are im­
posed on subsidised imports where these are adversely
affecting local manufacturers. Two such dumped prod­
ucts that have been identified are PVA emulsion and tea
sacks being imported from South Africa at subsidized
prices. To make the dumping duties effective, no remis­
sion for dumping duties are available under the Export
Promotion Programme Office (EPPO) or Manufacturing
Under Bond (MUB) programmes.

96. In Swaziland, under the Small-Scale Enterprise
Loan Guarantee SCheme, the Central Bank-guaranteed
loans are to be made available under a fund established by
the Government. The beneficiaries are small businesses
that otherwise would face problems of collateral for nor­
mal eommercialloans. To date, E7 million has been com­
mitted in guarantees, allowing a total loan commitment of
E9.4 million which have benefited 365 borrowers, of
whom 131 were women, 124 men and 110 compani,'s.

97 .In Botswana, during 1993, a total of 446 projects
costing P60 million with a potential to create an additional
5,355 jobs, were approved under the financial assistance
policy. Of the jobs to be created. 27 per cent would be by
small-scale local entrepreneurs, while 15 and 58 per cent,
respectively, would be in medium- and large-scale enter­
prises employing both citizens and non-eitizens. Of the
total committed funds. 15 per cent would be for the
small-scale enterprises, while 10 and 75 per cent, respec-

tively, would be for the medium- and large-scale enter­
prises.

98. In Ghana, up to 1993, a total number of 101
enterprises have benefitted under the line of credit com­
ponent of the project which is administered by the Bank
of Ghana. A total amount of US$24.7 million ha, been
committed by way of loans to small and medium enter·
prises in the manufacturing sector.

99. The Government of Tunisia, in its attempt to
stimulate FOI, has promulgated a new simplified invest­
ment law. made the Tunisian dinar convertible for pur­
poses of foreign investment, and created a foreign
exchange market. It has established ufree points' (an
intermediate stage to a free-trade port), offering tax ad­
vantages to exporting companies. The ~Agence de promo­
tion de l';ndustrie" (API) has launched promotional
campaigns to publicize the stable investment climate of
Tunisia: a modern and improved infrastructure; political
stability; a reasonably well·trained and adaptable work
force; proximity to Europe; and, a free trade agreement in
the making with the European Union (EU).

100. In Morocco, privatization and FOI are driving a
boom on the Casablanca Stock Market. Foreign invest­
ment funds now account for more than 45 per cent of the
activity on the stock exchange. A forecast in turn-over on
the stock exchange in 1994 is estimated at MD 86,000
million as compared to MD 48.000 million in 1993. The
country's massive privatization programme is the second
major element in activity there. In the process of privatj~

zation, through the "Societe nationale d'investissement"
(SNI). the State has sold off its stakes. worth US$200
million, in the CTM~LN transport company and the Sofae
Credit on the Casablanca stock exchange. The SNI itself,
which holds shares in some 40 manufacturing and financial
companies, is currently undergoing privatization. In total,
about 112 companies are to be privatized by the end of
1995. bringing an estimated MD 35.000 million to the
coffers of the Government.

101. In spite of the observable trends towards a
re-orientation in industrial development strategies and
policies In many African countries, an effective and
early realization of the target growth rate of 8 per
cent per annum that was set in IDDA II for the
manufacturing sector is hardly in sight, given the en­
trenched structural rigidities, weak inter-industry and inter~

sectoral Ifnkages, technological backwardness and poor
institutional and physical infrastructure in the region.
The investment needs for rehabilitation, infrastructural
development and capital deepening in Africa have
never been greater.
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III. EXTERNAL TRADE, DEBT AND RESOURCE FLOWS

102. The problems of Africa's external trade, debt
and resource flows are closely linked. Recent develop­
ments have shown clearly that none of the three problems
can be resolved effectively without substantial progress on
the other. This is the harsh reality confronting African
policy makers and their development partners. It sums up
the vicious circle that has to be broken if the continent is
to accelerate its recovery and resume steady and sustain­
able growth.

A. External trade
103. The indicators of Africa's merchandise trade

were mixed in 1994. On the one hand, trade performance
that year followed the global trend, benefiting from the
higher demand and increases in the prices of primary
commodities. On the other hand, Africa's share of world
merchandise trade in 1994, at 2.4 per cent was the same
as in 1993, but slightly lower than the figure of 2.6 per
cent attained in 1992. Summary statistics on trade for the
region are shown in Table VIII.

104. According to ECA estimates, the value of mer­
chandise exports increased by 4.2 per cent in 1994, while
the volume increased by 2.0 per cent, which implies a 2.1
per cent increase in the unit value of exports. By compari­
son, the value of exports decreased in 1993 by 7.5 per cent.
and export volume increased by 0.1 per cent in the face of
a 7.6 per cent decline in the unit value. Import values
increased by 6.5 per cent in 1994, made up of a 4.9 per
cent increase in volume and a 1.6 per cent rise in unit value.
In 1993, the value of imports decreased by 1.4 per cent,
because a 1.4 per cent increase in volume was more than
offset by a 2.8 per cent fall in the unit value. The increased
volume of imports in 1994, though modest, had a positive
impact on economic activity in many countries. In addition
to providing some respite from balance of payments pres­
sures, it enabled African countries to increase capacity

utilization because of greater availability of imported raw
materials and spare parts. Increased capacity to import
capital goods also revived the level of investment.

105. Export commodity prices of interest to Africa
rose at a foster rate in 1994 than in 1993. The overall ECA
Export Price Index showed an increase of 2.1 per cent in
1994 compared to a loss of 7.7 per cent in 1993. Prices
of beverages, in particular, rose spectacularly in 1994 on
the export market. The Coffee Retention Scheme which
was put in place in October 1993, and the unseasonal frost
and drought in Brazil. and production decreases in Colom­
bia, Cote d'ivoire and Indonesia resulted in a tight supply
situation for coffee. Consequently, the coffee price index
which has been in a persistent downward trend with the
suspension of the International Coffee Agreement in July
1989, rose by 99.9 per cent in 1994 compared with 22.9
per cent in 1993. Cocoa prices have also been on the
increase, rising by 25.5 per cent in 1994, after a 0.3 per
cent rise in 1993 and 7.8 per cent in 1992. Increased
speculative activity, encouraged by the view that cocoa
pflces are now below historical trends, despite production
deficits, fuelled the rise in prices. The price index for rubber
rose in 1994 by almost 24.7 per cent.

106. On the other hand, the ECA overall Import Price
Index rose to 1.6 per cent in 1994 compared with a decline
of 2.8 per cent In 1993. The increase in the value of
imports in 1994 was a reflection of moderate movements
in the prices of manufactures (0.7 per cent), which have a
large weight in African imports. Food import prices, an­
other important element, given the increasing share of
imports in the region's food supply, increased by 5.3 per
cent in 1994, after falling by 1.1 per cent in 1993.

107. Although both export and import prices in­
creased, the former increased more than the latter, and
the terms of trade price index (base year, 1990=100)
improved by 0.5 per cent in 1994, as compared to a fall of
5.0 per cent in 1993. The purchasing power of exports
increased by 2.6 per cent in 1994, after falling by 4.8 per
cent in 1993. With 1990 as the base year of the export
and import price indices, terms of trade losses in 1994
would amount to 16.8 per cent of real exports. Similarly,
the first round income effects would amount to a 4.1 per
cent decrease in real GDP in 1994. With the steady
marginalization of Africa in world trade and its relatively
low and declining market shares, it is evident that African
economic fortunes and performance still depend a good
deal on the price movements of its limited range of com­
modity exports.

1. Relatively static commodity structure and
limited progress with diversification

108. Table IX summarizes the evolution of the com­
modity structure of Africa's external trade between 1970
and 1993. The table reflects the striking lack of structural
transformation in African economies over the past two and
a half decades.
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109. The commodity composition of the region's
trade continues to be dominated by exports of primary
commodities and imports of manufactured goods. In
1993,86 per cent of Africa's foreign exchange earnings
were derived from primary commodities while imports of
manufactured goods accounted for 73 per cent of the total
value of imports. a proportion that is not very different
from those of two decades ago.

110. Most African countries rely on a few primary
commodities for a major part of their export earnings, with
a high degree of commodity concentration as, for example,
in the case of Burundi and Zambia. Mineral fuels and
related materials continue to dominate the region's ex­
ports. followed by beverages and tobacco. The doubling
of the share of petroleum in the export values of the region
after 1970 is essentially a reflection of changes in the price
of petroleum relative to those of other major commodities.
The price of oil doubled in the early 1970s and again
quadrupled in 1979·1980 while the prices of beverages
and tobacco have generally been on the decline with the
exception of 1976-1977 and 1993-1994.

111. The increase in the prices of oil was also
accompanied by an increase in volume. During the
decade of the 19805, the price of oil was on the

decline albeit at a slower rate compared to those of
other primary commodities.

112. In spite of the increase in prices of other primary
commodities in 1994, oil exports continued to account for
nearly 60 per cent of the total foreign exchange earnings

of African countries(see Table X).

113. Manufactured goods account for more than 70
per cent of imports. Byand large, investment goods in the
form of machinery and transport equipments continue to
claim a high proportion of imports. While the higher share
of capital goods imports is encouraging, it nevertheless
reflects two basic weaknesses in the structure of the
region's economies. The first is the continued heavy de­
pendence on the import of capital goods, signalling the
fact that a major technological transformation is yet to take
root in African economies. The second is the failure of the
manufacturing sector to make a significant dent in the
import of consumer goods which absorbs the same pro­
portion of export earnings as it did in the early 19705.

114. The relatively static nature of the commodity
structure of exports since independence attests to the
absence of substantive economic transformation over the
last three decades. In 35 of the 53 African countries,
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Exports of oil-exporting countries, 1990-1994 (billion
I 1990 I 19911 1992 1993
I I

~- --r-- .-
Agena , 13.0 123 12.2 103
Egypt 3.5 3.5 3.1 3.3_.
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 11.4 10.2 10.0 7.7
Tunisia 3.5 3.7 4.0 3.8
Nigeria 13.6 12.3 11.9 10.9

I

Cameroon l.g 1.9 i 1.9 1. ,
-

Congo 1.4 1.0 i 1.2 1.1--
Gabon 2.5 2.2 I 2.3 3= ~.~~ola 3.9 =l 3.4 I 3.8-j
~export~_ 54.6 50.7 50.4 43.2

Source: IMF, lnterna_tional Financial Statistci:~ The Econ~mist Intelligence Unit; ECA 2€cretari

non-oil primary commodities account for more than 50 per
cent of annual foreign exchange earnings. In nine coun­
tries, non-oiJ primary commodities account for more than
90 per cent of annual exports while in another 18, the
share is no less than 70 per cent. This contrasts sharply
with developments in south east Asia where the share of
primary commodities fell from 63 per cent to 36 per cent
of total exports between 1965 and '987.

115. Aware of the dangers of relying on a limited
number of primary commodities. African Governments
have adopted diversification schemes as an essential ele­
ment of their development strategies for several decades.
Such diversification schemes have taken two forms: vertical
and horizontal. The horizontal diversification strategy aims
at increasing the number of exportable primary commodi­
ties while the vertical option envisages domestic processing
of exportable commodities and the export of processed
and manufactured goods. In the 19605 and 1970s. vertical
integration and diversification were distinct objectives of
the import-substitution industrialization strategy. On the
whole, in most countries, the strategy failed to achieve its
objectives, even though the nascent industries enjoyed a
good measure of protection and government patronage.
The reasons were both internal and external. On the
domestic front, vertical diversification required financial

capacity, technical know-how and managerial skills, re­
sources with which many African countries are poorly
endowed. To the extent that these domestic constraints
were surmounted, there were major obstacles also to
overcome in external markets.

, 16. The first of these is the marketing problem. In
a world dominated by oligopolistic market structures in
which multinational corporations and brand names domi­
nate, breaking into developed country markets posed
extremely difficult problems that were not easy to sur·
mount. But the more pervasive constraint to the export of
processed and manufactured goods was the implacable
protectionism of industrial countries through tariff and, in
particular, non-tariff barriers. Over the years, the tariffs
imposed on primary commodities have been substantially
reduced. At the beginning of the Uruguay Round nego­
tiations in , 987, trade- weighted tariffs were 6 per cent In
the EU, 4.3 per cent in the USA and 2.9 per cent in Japan.
With processed and manufactured goods however, non­
tariff barriers remained in place.

1'7. While tariff escalation based on the degree of
processing was a major obstacle for African exporters of
processed goods and manufactured products, the more
serious obstacles were of non-tariff nature. These multi-
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faceted barriers, usually considered as domestic policies,
have been excluded from the various multilateral trade
negotiations, despite their considerable impact on trade,

non-oil exportables, though growing in variety, have yet to
make any significant impact on the structure of exports.

1, 8. The SAPs adopted by practically all African
countries have not been very helpful to the diversification
drive. Devaluation has had a mixed impact. While, on the
one hand, it has made exports more competitive, it has,
on the other, depressed import..<:fependent commodity
production by increasing the cost of imported inputs.
Furthermore, credit restrictions and fiscal retrenchment
have all increased the cost of domestic production while
trade liberalization has exposed domestic industries prema­
turely to competition from cheaper imports.

121. Some of the non-oil developing countries have
reduced their dependence on their major export commod­
ity by introducing and successfully cultivating new and
non-traditional exports. Particular mention should be
made of Morocco and Tunisia in North Africa, Ghana,
Senegal and Cote d'ivoire in West Africa as well as Kenya,
the United Republic of Tanzania and Zimbabwe in Eastern
and Southern Africa, for the strident progress they have
made in diversifying their exports. In all of these countries
the most important export commodity now provides less
than a third of foreign exchange earnings.

119. These obstacles notwithstanding, African coun­
tries have been making some attempts at diversifying their
economies and decreasing their reliance on a limited num­
ber of primary commodities. In practically all countries, the
number of commodities exported has increased substan~

lially over the last two decades (Table XI ), although their
weight in total exports remains very small.

120. How significant are thesE' experiences of diver­
sification, and what lessons can be drawn from them to
guide future policy in this sphere? Three observations are
pertinent. In some of the oil-exporting countries, notably
Gabon and Nigeria, the diversification and concentration
indices have increased in tandem with the number of
commodities exported. In these countries reliance on one
or two export commodities (mainly oil) has increased while

122. However, the most spectacular diversification
success has been achieved by Mauritius where the number
of commodities increased from only nine in 1970 to more
than lOa in 1990, and the concentration index fell from
93 per cent to 34 percent. While sugar, the leading export
in 1970, accounted for 93 per cent of exports in that year,
in 1990, textiles and apparel which had become the lead­
ing exports accounted for 34 per cent of exports.

123. The EPZ in Mauritius was estimated to have
generated 33 per cent of salaried employment, accounted
for 8S per cent of manufactured employment, contributed
dose to 60 per cent of gross domestic exports, and 15 per
cent of GDP. What makes the experience of Mauritius
unique is its extraordinary achievements. At the start of
the EPZ period in 1970, Mauritius had literate labour force,
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a dynamic business community, well-developed infrastruc­
ture and political and social stability. These structural
prerequisites for a dynamic economy were reinforced by a
conducive macroeconomic environment and imaginative
incentives structure.

124. The capacity of EPZ to transform an economy,
diversify the production base and increase the number of
exportables has not been lost on other African countries.

No less than 17 countries from Southern to North Africa
are emulating the Mauritian experience. Nigeria's EPZ in
Calabar became operational in early 1994 while in Zim­
babwe, Botswana and Uganda, preparations are under­

way. However, if there is one lesson that comes out very

clearly from the Mauritian experience, it is that whiJe the

EPZ offers a possible approach to economic diversification,
it does-not by itself guarantee success. Other policy meas­
ures are necessary to create a favourable environment for
the diversification process.

2. Declining shares in world trade

125. Africa's share in world trade has dedined stead­
ilysince 1980. Between 1980 and 1993, when world trade
doubled in value, Africa's external trade remained at more
or less the same level in absolute terms. Africa is not only

failing to partake In increased world trade, it has been
steadily loosing ground to others. In 1980 Africa's share

in world trade and in the trade of developing countries
were 5 and 4 per cent respectively. Since then the share

of the continent in global trade has fallen to just over 2 per

cent.

126. In the early 1970s, Africa supplied 83 per cent
of the cocoa, 28 per cent of the coffee, 26 per cent of the
copper, 16 per cent of the cotton and 13 per cent of the

iron ore in the world market. Two decades later, the shares
of these commodities have declined precipitously: to 61

per cent for cocoa, 16 per cent for coffee, 14 per cent for

copper, 12 per cent for cotton. and 6 per cent for iron are
(Table XII). The major part of the decline is attributable
to new producers in Latin America and south east Asia,

and dedining demand due to technological evolution and

changing consumer tastes.

127.The loss of market shares has important policy
implications. First, it points to the need for African coun­
tries to devote more effort to the produdion of their main
export crops, even as they pursue the policy of diversif;ca~

tion. Second, it shows that they should not limit their
efforts to the production level but should aggressively
pursue the marketing end of the trade in primary commodi­
ties and processed products. Participation in international
trade fares, and strengthening of the commercial wing of

their embassies in important markets could contribute to

the expansion of their exports while quality improvements

and control would ensure customer loyalty

128. Efforts to increase market shares in the markets

outside the region should be supplemented with export

promotion in the regional market as well.
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3. Marginal improvement in intra-regional
trade

129. There has been little change in the direction of

African trade. Developed countries still supply over 70 per
cent of Africa's imports and purchase 80 per cent of the

exports. For historical reasons, the EU continues to domi­
nate Africa's external trade, accounting for 73 per cent of
the region's exports and providing 57 per cent of its
impor1s.

130, In term, of value, between 1980 and 1992,
food and beverages in Intra-regional trade rose by 48.4 per
cent, and oils and crude materials by 120.3 per cent.
MineraJ fuels registered an increase of 47.1 per cent, while

chemicals increased sharply by 21 1.5 per cent, machinery
by 231 per cent and other manufactures by 95.9 per cent.

131. Intra-African trade claimed 7.4 per cent of the
total trade in 1992; a significant improvement over the

previous year. However, as commodity-wise analysis

based on Table Xlll shows, changes in the composition of

intra African trade have been slight. The share of food and

beverages, which was 24.4 per cent in 1980 declined to
20.6 per cent in 1992. The share of oils and crude
malerials increased from 9.1 per cent in 1980 to 11.4 per

cent in 1992. The share of mineral fuels decreased from
40.9 per cent in 1980 to 34.3 per cent in 1992. The share
of chemicals rose from 4.4 per cent to 7.8 per cent.
Machinery which accounted for 2.9 per cent of intra-re­
gional trade in 1980 rose to 5.5 per cent in 1992. The
share of other manufactures was 18.2 per cent in 1990
and increased to 20.3 per cent in 1992.

132. The integration of South Africa into the African

regional economy can be expected to bring about far­

reaching changes in both the commodity composition and

magnitude of intra-regional trade over the coming years,
with increased regional sourcing as the most likely conse­

quence for industrial products. Also, harmonization of
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SAPs within subregional economic groupings, would facili­
tate the coordination of macroeconomic policies and thus
help to ease currency and payments restrictions which are
often more of a hindrance to intra·regional trade than
tariffs.

fleet is small and shipping costs are a higher proportion of
import costs in Africa as compared to other regions. Bulk
transport accounts for 40 per cent of African shipping. but,
in the past, African countries have concentrated on regular
Jines that move only 20 per cent of their traffic. Insurance
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charges are usually aggregated with freight, and the insur­
ance and reinsurance business are dominated by non-Afri·
can firms. Furthermore, even where insurance is done
with African insurance companies. the re-insurance would
still have to be done abroad. A review of the statistics on
services between 1985 and 1992 reveals that in the case
of shipment, inflows on account of freight and insurance
accounted for 10.6 per cent of inflows for services in 1985.
while in 1992, it accounted for only 6.4 per cent of inflows
for services. In 1985. outflows on account of shipping and
freight accounted for 33.8 per cent of outflows on account
of services while 30,2 per cent of all outflows were on
account of shipping and insurance in 1992. Net outflows
for shipment, which were US$6446 million in 1985 rose to
US$7331 million in 1992.

Table X
Balance of payments, 199
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133. Although there was a modest increase in export
prices in 1994. the deficit on the balance of trade increased
to US$8.2 billion compared with deficits of US$2.4 billion
and US$5.6 billion in 1992 and 1993 respectively.

136. Payments for shipment costs are much in excess
of their receipts. This reflects the dominance of developed
countries in the areas of shipping and insurance, as well as
the effect of increased imports, rising freight rates, and
discriminating rates charged to offset the cost of idle time
that ships are forced to spend at the ports of developing
countries because of poor faciiities. About 95 per cent of
AfrIca's foreign trade is seaborne. However, Africa's own

135. The most promising component to turn around
the consistently negative service balance is "travel and
other transportationu

• This item. which mainly constitutes
earnings from tourism, has not only been making positive
contributions to the service balance. but has been on the
increase, with an even more promising future. Travel
receipts increased their share in ·income from services·
from 25 per cent in 1985 to 33 per cent in 1992. Conse­
quently, over the same period, the net contribution of this
subsector increased from 12 per cent (US$85 million) to
18 per cent (US$2.6 billion) in the balance on the service
account.

134. The net balance on the services account for
Africa has been consistently negative and is estimated at
US$6.9 billion in 1994, and US$6.2 billion in 1993. reflect­
ing the increasing payments for insurance, freight and
other non~factorservices payable to non-African suppliers.
Net factor income, which has been consistently negative,
amounted to US$15.5 billion in 1994. Official transfers
stood at US$10 billion in 1994 from a level ofUS$9.7 billion
in 1993. Private transfers stood at US$1 0.1 billion in 1994,
after reaching US$9.5 billion in 1993, The balance on
current account recorded a deficit of US$10.5 billion in
1994 as compared to a deficit of US$7.8 billion in 1993.

B. Balance of payments
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137. Other transportation in the services account,
which refers to handling, anchorage, pilotage, towage,
aircraft landing, provision of ships stores and bunkers,
make a positive contribution to the services account of
Egypt and Tunisia because of their well- developed port
infrastructure and facilities. In the case of sub-Saharan
Africa, they resulted in net, albeit declining, outflows
during the period 1990·1992, totalling US$S72 mIllion in
1990, US$336 million in 1991, before fal!ing to US$96
million in 1992.

138. Other official services reflect the high foreign
expenses of foreign missions in Africa, On a net basis. the
services have made a declining negative contribution to
Africa's service sector, In 1985, they accounted for 9.5 per
cent of the inflows to the service sector, while in 1992,
they accounted for 9.3 per cent of inflows. In the case of
outflows, in 1985, they accounted for 9.5 per cent of
outflows, while in 1992, they accounted for 8.7 per cent.

139. As already pointed out, the deficit on the
services account is made up largely of payments for bank­
ing, insurance and freight, emanating from the dispropor­
tionate dependence of African countries on foreign banks
and insurers, and foreign carriers, and is positively corre­
lated with the volume of trade. Therefore, it can be
expected that the services deficit will grow with an expan­
sion in the volume of trade, unless African countries redou­
ble their efforts to provide more and more of these services
themselves. This is likely to be an uphill task, considering
that the liberalization of services under the Uruguay
Round Agreement will expose African suppliers to even
keener competition from more efficient producers of such
services. This is the more reason why the development of
banking, insurance and transport and communication fa­
cilities to cater for the needs of external trade deserve to
be given more attention than has so far been the case.
Indeed, these crucial components of international transac·
tions should occupy a prominent place in the development
agenda of African Governments.

140. Since 1990, there has been an improvement in
the case of other private services like non-merchandise
insurance, reinsurance and banking related outflows,
which reflect some revival of the banking and insurance
industry on the continent. and the establishment of the
African Reinsurance Corporation in 1991. Other private
services accounted for 22.9 per cent of inflows in 1985,
while in 1992, they accounted for 24.6 per cent. In the
case of outflows, other private services accounted for 32.9
per cent in 1985, and 31.1 per cent in 1992. On a net
basis, outflows on account of other private services fell
from its US$4,761 million in 1985 to US$3,377 million in
1992.

141 Given the small size of their economies and the
huge amount of capital required for establishing viable and
competitive enterprises In the services sector, cooperative
arrangements among African countries is indispensable to
success. There have been several proposals and some
attempts at subregional levels to establish shipping lines,
insurance and banking institutions, air lines. communica­
tion facilities, etc,
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1. Deficits on factor income reflect high cost
of debt servicing

142. The deficit on investment income is a reflection
of the capital dependency of African countries on the rest
of the world and is unlikely to improve significantly in the
foreseeable future. Payments for investment comprise
interest payments on external debt and repatriation of
dividends on foreign direct and indirect (portfolio) invest­
ments. While both of these liabilities would continue to
generate resource outflow until the region turns a net
creditor, preference should be accorded to foreign invest­
ments. In addition to being a vehicle for the transfer of
technology, managerial and marketing skills, this kind of
resource flow would lessen the burden of mandatory debt
servicing since the subsequent outflow of payments is
conditional on, and derive from the productivity and prof­
itability of the investment inflows.

143. In the case of income flows. direct investment
income has always been negative for Africa. Interest and
dividend payments for foreign private investment repre­
sent a sizable component of the deficit in the invisible
account. Net receipts from portfolio investments have
likewise always been negative for Africa. In the case of
income-related flows in 1985, inflows due to investment
were 69.1 per cent of income flows, and, in 1992, it was
69.9 per cent. Likewise, outflows due to investment were
93.1 per cent of the income related outflows in 1985 and
93 per cent of the total in 1992. On a net basis, outflows
on account of investment rose from US$11935 million in
1985 to US$17360 million in 1992.

144. The share of inflows on account of labour
income fell from 30.3 per cent in 1985 to 28.9 per cent in
1992, while the share of outflows on account of labour
income, which was 6 per cent in 1985, stood at 5.9 per
cent in 1992. The recession-induced unemployment in
Europe and South Africa reduced the demand for migrant
labour. The decline would have been even higher but for
the oil-rich labour-poor Middle Eastern countries where
employment picked up following normalization of the
Persian Gulf war. Property income outflows have, how­
ever, been negative, but labour income has made a positive
contribution to income flows, The share of inflows due to
property Income, which was 0.6 per cent in 1985 rose to
12 per cent in 1992, while the share of outflows due to
property income rose from 0.9 per cent in 1985 to 1.2 per
cent in 1992.

2. Trends in capital account and foreign in­
vestment

145. Net foreign resource Inflow in 1994 was
US$19.2 billion, an increase of 32 per cent over the 1993
level. The major sources were external borrowing, al­
though non-debt creating flows in the form of foreign
investment are on the rise.

146. Inflows of foreign investment in 1994 were 7
per cent higher than their 1993 level and accounted for 39
per cent of the net foreign resource inflows. Although the
country destinations of such investment tend to favour the
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tant change has occurred which. unfortunately, however,
has bypassed the African region, where the same type of
flows averaged a mere U5$1.8 billion in 1990-1993, hardly
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151. External debt, which is estimated to have inA
creased by 3.2 per cent to reach US$312.2 billion by the
end of 1994 (table 111.9), therefore has grown at a slower
pace than in other developJng areas: East Asia and the
Pacific (12.9 percent), the Middle East (15 percent), South
Asia (6.6 per cent), and Latin America and the Caribbean
(4.0 per cent). Africa's debt is also the least important, in
volume terms, estimated at 16.0 per cent of the total of
developing countries' debt; but it is the heaviest in per
capita terms and in terms of African countries'capacity to
service.

r::
~._._.. - -

Table XV
External debt of developing countries by region. I

1990 ·1994 (U5

--Catego-ry-1-:i990~'199-
Developing Africa 296.7 299.
-----~---"._------- --------
of which: 176.9 180.
·Sub-Saharan Africa---._--- -- -- -_. __.._~

-North Africa ~119'8 119.----------- - - --~-

E.ast Asia and the 268.4 301.
Pacific
---. ------ -- ------ .. _.._- ---

Europe and 286.4 311.
Central Asia i

the Caflbbean £R'------------- -- --- ._-
~cidle E~'_t._~+~L6 . 58.1
South Asia .).]27.5 133.

All developng-·--1 -a/ 11.539:?J
cQuntfies ~~ .. _ __'_'l
Source: World Bank, World Debt
December 1994
a; including unspecified debtors

p/ projectio~_: ==~~ = ~_=~_

148. In all, Africa's balance-of-payments problems
are a reflection of the lack of structural transformation in
African economies, and consequently, in African trade,
during the past three decades. The long-term solution to
persistent deficits is structural change and diversification,
which will increase the capacity of African economies to
minimize the impact of adverse developments and take
advantagE! of the opportunities in the world market. There
is need also for rigorous export promotIon and a pro­
gramme to support domestic industries by improved infra­
structure, and a vigorous training programme for skilled
labour. Regional cooperation and intra-African trade
would make a major contribution to export diversification,
food security. export promotion, and the development of
banking, insurance and shipping services. All this will have
a favourable impact on Africa's balance of payments in the
long term, and protect African countries from getting
bogged down again with an intractable debt burden.

147. In the capital account, direct investment has
shown an irregular pattern across countries. Foreign direct
and equity investment is directly linked to productive in­
vestment. and facilitates the transfer of technology, mana­
gerial and marketing skills. In the capital account, outflows
related to direct investment increased by 35.1 per cent
between 1985 and 1992, amounting to U5$3,253 million
in the latter year. Portfolio irwestment has been negative
in recent years. Outflows on this account increased from
US$16S million in 1985 to US$2,470 million in 1992. With
amortization payments and capital flight, net capital out­
flows from Africa have been persistently negative. Out­
flows on account of long-term capital increased from
US$377 million in 1985 to US$7,894 million in 1992, while
outflows on account of shortAterm capital increased by
37.9 per cent from US$2,794 million in 1985 to US$3,853
million in 1992. The ratio of reserves to imports for Africa
is low but improving. Reserves were worth 0.2 months in
1985, 1989 and 1990, 0.3 months in 1991, and 0,4
months in 1992 and 1993.

oll-exporting and mineral-rich countries, others may also
attract foreign capital. given the drive towards privatiza­
tion of public enterprises, the emergence of stock markets
and the generally favourable foreign investment climate
now fostered by African Governments.
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149 According to the World 8ank, developing coun­
tries debt may have reached U5$1,945 billion by the end
of 1994. This is a continuation of the fast growth in debt
commitments which started in 1990, and has since accel­
erated, increasing by 7.3 per cent in 1994, compared to
6.8 per cent in 1993, an average of 5 per cent in 1990-1992
(Table XV).

150. This development is essentially due to the
increase of new debt commitments, and particularly of
private capital investments in the "new emerging econo­
mies" of South East Asia and Latin America. According to
the IMF (World Outlook, October 1994), the average value
of net foreign direct investment (FDI) in developing coun­
tries was US$34.2 billion per year in 1990·1993, compared
to US$13.3 billion only in 1983-1989. Thus, a very impor·

C. External debt
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152. When indicators such as debt/GOP, debt/goods
and services exports, and debt service/goods and services
exports ratios, are taken into account, the situation for
Africa is not only the worst; it has gotten worse rather than
improved with time (See Table XVI ).

E/ECA/CM.21/3

in 1993 while that of long- and medium-term official debt
decreased over the period 1991·1993, and levelled off at
US$240 billion. The share of interest arrears in short-term
debt rose from 33 per cent in 1990 to 37 per cent in 1992
and virtually reached 41 per cent in 1993.

..

153. While debt-servicing payments remained very
high, the persistent negative net transfers on debt over the
entire period 1990·1993 is attributable to the low level of
fresh disbursements. Furthermore. despite various re­
scheduling efforts, arrears were accumulating, compound·
ing the problems of repayment and adding to the overall
debt stock. It is noteworthy that the value of short·term
debt rose from US$37.6 billion in 1990 to US$45,3 billion

154. The overall tendency depicted above conceals
important differences among regions and countries. The
external debt stock for the six countries of North Africa,
the Sudan inclusive, rose only slightly in 1994, by 0.5 per
cent, whereas there was a record 5.4 per cent increase In
the external debt stock for suO-Saharan Africa, The debt
and debt-service ratios for sub-Saharan Africa were 76 and
12 per cent compared to 65.4 per cent and 31.1 per cent
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for North Africa. In North Africa, net transfers on debt fell
from U5$-3.5 billion in 1992 to U5$-S.4 billion in 1993,
indicating that debt service payments far out·stripped fresh
disbursements. In sub-Saharan Africa. there was a slight
improvement in net transfers on debt over the period
1992-1993 and a Significant development in 1994 when,
for the first time since 1991, a positive balance of about
US$2 billion emerged from the disbursements and pay­
ments made for the year, But the improvement in net
transfers to sub-Saharan Africa, significant as it is, cannot
be interpreted as an indication of a larger resource inflow
in 1994. Rather. it conceals the difficulty facing sub-Saha­
ran Afrka in servicing its debt, with arrears increasing by
US$3 billion. from US$37 billion in 1993 to about US$40
billion in 1994.

155. It is well known that the African debt crisis has
been fuelled, in part, by a global financial crisis. It is
therefore not a temporary liquidity crisis that could be
resolved by the rescheduiing agreements designed by the
Paris Club or London Club creditors. Furthermore, Africa's
socio-economic problems have greatly intensified in the
past four years. During this period, many African countries
have not enjoyed the stable domestic conditions and sup­
portive international environment which are prerequisites
for sustainable growth. Among the domestic problems
were more vocal social claims, even as resources became
more scarce, and disorganized and weakening national
mechanisms and institutions. The unfavourable terms of
trade for Africa's major exports in the world market for
most of this period made matters worse, by reducing the
capacity of governments to cope with domestic pressures.

156. Given the poor results obtained in Africa under
the various debt relief schemes, it is necessary to reconsider
the debt issue and its effects on the prospects for AfrICan
economic recovery and growth. The current debt-relief
schemes are more of palliatives, suited to countries whose
payment defaults result from temporary liquidity crisis
rather than from serious solvency crisis and structural
economic problems requiring long-term remedial meas­
ures. The majority of African countries, more particularly
those whose crisis can be resolved only by raising and
maintaining export revenues at a level compatible with
their debt servicing, have all undertaken comprehensive
programmes of economic reform over the past 10 years.
However, such reforms in themselves have not been suffi­
cient to restore private investor confidence or bring the
debt~serviceburden down to manageable proportions.

157. While the efforts deployed so far by the bilateral
creditors have provided partial relief for the official debt
burden of very few countries, most of the heavily and

severely indebted countries are still facing enormous pay­
ment difficulties. Of the 36 developing countries whose
debt overhang ratio (that is, ratio of present value of debt
to goods and services exports) and liquidity burden ratio
(that is, ratio of debt service due to goods and services
exports) were, respectively. higher than 200 per cent and
15 per cent in 1994, 28 are in sub-Saharan Africa. Such a
situation calls for radical and exceptional measures jf these
countries are to emerge from the debt crisis trap. Most of
the efforts have focused mainly on official debt, but the
complexity of Africa's debt problems requires that other

components of debt, in particular commercial and multi­
lateral debts, need to be taken into account, lest they
undermine the efforts made on official debt. Indeed. only
a coordination of all debt relief initiatives, within a global
framework, would make it possible to break once and for
all the vicious circle of the debt crisis.
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158. The restructuring exercises which followed the
Toronto and Trinidad summits of the G.7 certainly set the
stage for a new approach to the problem of debt burden
alleviation, because arrangements for reductions of debt
stock and debt service were for the first time introduced
into the mechanisms for renegotiating official loans and
officially guaranteed credits. Nevertheless, because of the
restrictions attached to the scope of coverage, certain
types of loans and certain categories of debtor countries
were left out. For example, for the low-income countries,
ODA debts were not cancelled. Also. the measures had

very limited impact on the financial situation of countries
such as Cote d'lvoire, the Niger and Nigeria, whose debt
structure is dominated by bank loans. Moreover, the issue
of lending by the multilateral financial institutions re­
mained unaddressed. Indeed, the fact that loans con­
tracted from those institutions could not be renegotiated
• and even more, that arrears could not be tolerated ­
meant that some of the resources obtained from bilateral
creditors were transferred to those institutions. The direct
consequence was that liquidity did not improve as much
as it should, while failure to reduce the risk of payment
defaults made the chances of mobilizing funds from pri­
vate donors rather slim.

159. In December 1991. the Paris Club Instituted the
Enhanced Toronto Terms containing for the first time

provisions paving the way for a partial reduction in some
categories of official debt and debt service and publicly
guaranteed commercial debt of the poorest countries
eligible to the IDA. This measure was accompanied by
other unilateral initiatives taken individually by bilateral
creditors to reduce the debt related to their aDA pro-
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gramme. Along with such initiatives, the World Bank
decided to offer heavily indebted countries a series of debt
relief options, like the IDA Debt Reduction Facility or
exceptional IDA allocations which would enable such Afri­
can countries like the Congo, Mozambique, Niger, Sao
Tome and Principle, Uganda and zambia to pay up their
commercial debt arrears or arrears owed the Bank itself.
More recently, at the prodding of the December 1994 G.7
Summit, the Paris Club creditors are now willing to grant
up to 67 per cent of debt or debt service to low income
countries with acute debt overhang provided they imple­
ment SAPs for three consecutive years.

160. Efforts by the African countries to improve their
external competitiveness are not by themselves enough to
provide a solution for their debt crisis, even on a medium­
term basis. Therefore, an effective solution to the African
debt crisis requires. among other macroeconomic policy
orientations ~ meaningful and multidimensional measures,
involving specific commitments by both creditors and debt­
ors. If the lending community were to adopt multifaceted
radical measures that went beyond the limited framework
of financing payment arrears, to include immediate and
massive concessional flows in conjunction with debt relief,
the countries would be able to emerge from the vicious
circle of the debt trap and of repeated rescheduling. The
African Common Position on External Debt adopted in
1987 at Addis Ababa by the Heads of State and Govern­
ment of the Organization of African Unity remains still
topical in that respect.
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161. Admittedly, African countries, themselves have
a major role to play in taking appropriate measures to
restructure their economies and to create an enabling
environment for domestic and foreign investment. How­
ever, there are two factors which are far from being
controlled by African policy-makers: the dependence of
African economies on the industrialized countries, and the
high degree of exposure of African countries to external
shocks. Reducing their external dependence, and develop·
ing the capacity to cope with changes in the external
environment, require long-term restructuring and adjust­
ment which would require a good deal of international
support to accomplish,

162. The external debt crisis of Africa must be placed
within the global context of Africa's relations with the
rest of the world and seen as a central element in
the economic crisis of the continent. Hence, thE
formulation of a specific strategy to deal with the
African debt crisis must be built around two major
integrated policy measures: the first is immediate
action to relieve the pressure of debt so as to avoid
a disintegration of the present fragile economic and
social structures; the second is to restore the external
viability of African economies and create favourable
conditions that would attract the financing necessary
to achieve economic recovery and promote sustainable
growth - the only feasible way to emerge from the
present economic and financial crisis.

._----- ._----------
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D. modest when compared to the financing needs of the
poorest developing countries as a group.
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167. In the case of bilateral official lending, the
concessional element fell by half from 1989 to 1993. In
the case of multilateral lending on concessional terms,
which accounted for 45 per cent of official loans in 1985.
the proportion has exceeded 70 per cent since 1990. In
contrast, technical assistance grants expanded by nearly
20 per cent between 1990 and 1993. The trend of the
latter component of aDA would seem to suggest that part
of the bilateral inflows has been diverted to technical
assistance. whose cost and effectiveness are increasingly
being called into question.
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Resource flows

163. At 1991 prices, net resource flows to the region
were US$23.2 billion In 1992, compared to US$27.7 billion
in 1990 and U5$34.0 billion in 1985 (Table XVII). The
indications from figures of net aDA flows from the Devel­
opment Assistance Committee (DAC) countries, multilat­
eral institutions and Arab countries to Africa are that aDA
to the region has been falling in current and constant terms
since 1990.

164. In 1993, net ODA flows to the region amounted
to US$21.4 billion compared to U5$24.7 billion in 1992
and U5$25.1 billion in 1990. At 1992 prices, however, net
ODA flows declined by 11.4 per cent in 1993 to U5$21.9
billion, and were only 79.4 per cent of their 1990 levels ­
an average fall of 5.6 per cent a year in real terms (Table
XVIII).

r~r . , Table 'XVIII -- l'l
Net official development assistance to African

__ subregions. {million US$ _

I

Re9ion 1990 1991 1992 1993

North Africa 7193 6988 5428 3444

Others 491 532 520 428

I
Total------- 2513624682 -24703 21454

__ . - - .0'---

Total (at 1992 127574 26166 I 24703 218,90
prices) ~.

I
Source: OECD, Development Cooperation Report 1994,1

J
'

Paris 1994 I
_ _ _ . , " .•. _,,------.--J

165. The steady decline in resource flows to the
region in the past 8 years is in contrast with the growth
and financing requirements of developing Africa, particu·
lady the low income African countries. These countries.
because they are faced either with a sharp contraction in
private flows or are unable to borrow from international
money markets, have the bulk of their external resources
currently provided by bilateral and multilateral donors.
Those countries face various Internal and external difficul­
ties: macroeconomic instability, social turmoil. civil stnfe,
weak and disjointed institutions, heavy debt burden. unfa­
vourable international economic environment and deterio­
rating terms of trade. Their poor performance has
deepened the distrust of investors, accentuated the with-­
drawal of private donors and increased their dependence
on official development finance (ODA).

166. Since 1990, there has been a marked change
in the structure of resource flows: the relative increase of
ODF, estimated at US$3.1 billion for the first three years
of the 19905, was not enough to compensate for the
dwindling receipt of private resource flows. The share of
bilateral donor disbursements has decreased steadily over
the years since 1985. While it accounted for 70 per cent
of aDA in 1985, it fell to 68 per cent in 1991 and to 66
per cent in 1992. While multilateral disbursement has
increased over the period, the trend has been irregular.
What is more, the volume of multilateral lending has been

168. With regard to private financial flows, there has
been a slight recovery in forelgn direct financial and port­
folio investment but it has been confined to a few countries
where economic reforms, in particular the privatization of
public enterprises and parastatals, created opportunities
for equity participation or where the best opportunities for
profit exist on account of a stable and expanding economic
environment. On the other hand, net transfers on private
lending has worsened to a net outflow of US$ 1.7 billion in
1992 and confirming the persistence of negative transfers
by commercial banks from the low-income countries of
sub-Saharan Africa. Thus, the fact that private capital
resources are currently more abundant in the world does
not guarantee that they will be an automatic substitute for
concessional flows to African countries.

169. In order to be able to double average per capita
income in Africa and reduce poverty over a period of 20-25
years, substantially, a large incease in external financing
would be required, in addition to increased domestic
resources, which would require the gross domestic savings
rate to be raised to 25-35 per cent of GDP. While the
rebuilding of domestic financing capacity in Africa would
depend primarily on the outcome of ongoing reforms,
massive support by Africa's development partners would
be indispensable to support those efforts in the short and
medium term. It will be recalled that, at the beginning of
this decade, the United Nations obtained in the New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN-
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NADAF), the renewed commitment of the international
community to support development efforts in Africa. Since
Africa's external debt constituted one of the major con­
straints to the financing of growth recovery, specific meas­
ures were recommended towards reducing the
debt--service burden. It was agreed that the achievement
by the African economies of an average annual growth
rate of 6 per cent - the critical threshold to curb absolute
poverty ~ during the decade of the 1990s would require
raising aDA to US$30 billion in 1992 and maintaining its
growth rate, in real terms, at an annual average of 4 per
cent until the end of the decade. These resources would
supplement debt·relief measures and others aimed at revI­
talizing export capacity in such a way as to make develop­
ment self-sustaining.

170. Much would depend on whether donors' re­
sponse to Africa's needs becomes more positive in the
future. Predictions are now difficult to make because the
post<old war period has given a new dimension to the
policy orientation of ODA. First, the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the socialist bloc has deprived some developing
countries of the financial and technical assistance pre­
viously provided to them within the framework of their
relations with that bloc. Second, assistance from the
oil-producing Arab countries which was at the level of
US$8 billion at the beginning of the 1980s decreased to
US$2 billion during these last years. With the recent peace
agreement and prospects of stability in the Middle East,
the region is in greater need of its available resources for
its own development. since reconstruction will be among
the main priorities. Third, most of the Development Assis­
tance Committee (OAC) members - the most important
source of official development assistance in the world - are
only just emerging from a long-lasting recession. As one
of the consequences of the austerity programmes dictated
by recession, the perception of budgetary allocations to
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development assistance by some political groups in the
donor countries is changing profoundly, reflecting their
opposition to the spirit of solidarity which characterized
actions in the past in favour of development in the poorest
countries.

171. The outcome of all the developments men­
tioned above has been stagnation or decline of aDA funds
which has led to the adoption by the donor countries of
more constraining eligibility criteria and specific efficiency
ratings. A set of targets and performance criteria, among
them poverty reduction, children's health, demography,
anti-AIDS campaigns, environment. women participation
in development, good governance, democracy, human
rights, popular participation, promotion of the private
sector, will determine the allocation of public resources to
the demanding countries. There will undoubtedly be more
competition among the increasing number of requesting
countries for the limited funds available. As targets are set
on the basis of global priorities, countries considered mar­
ginal might be penalized.

172.lt IS in that context that the response of donors
to Africa's aid requirement should be made. The initial
signs leave little room for optimism. Apart from Japan,
which decided in 1993 to raise by 50 per cent its contribu·
tion to world development, the member countries of the
OEeD Development Assistance Committee have levelled
off their contributions at 0.35 per cent of GNP over the last
30 years. The 0.7 per cent target set by the United Nations
may not be achieved, because of the ever-decreasing
number of countries even trying to meet it. In order to
expand the possibilities for mobilizing development fi­
nance resources for Africa in the coming years, the meas­
ures accompanying development assistance must include
debt relief, stabilization of commodity prices and encour­
agement of private flows.
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IV. THE SOCIAL SITUATION

173. The overall social situation In Africa has contin­
ued to deteriorate. This is evidenced by the rapid fate of
population growth .and the pressure of urbanization and
rural emigration, the decay in educational and health
infrastructure, growing malnutrition and poverty, the
worsening plight of refugees and displaced persons. and
widespread unemployment and underemployment. Se~

vere cutbacks of expenditure on education and emphasis
on cost recovery and cost sharing continue to affect ad·
versely the education sector, evidenced in falling gross
enrolment ratios, haphazard attendance, high attrition and
repetition rates, low moral and exodus of teachers from
the profession. In some cases, pay disputes between
governments and teachers' associations as well as politIcal
tension or strife have contributed to the closure of many
educational institutions. As with the educational sector,
so with the health sector, (ost recovery programmes as
well as pay disputes have interrupted the demand for
health care in many countries, The only positive develop­
ments in the social arena in 1994, perhaps, were in the
democratization process, culminating in the establishment
of popularly elected governments in a nurnber of African
countries.

174. Women, children and yOJth bear a d!spropor­
tionate burden of the social crisis in Africa, who constitute
70 to 80 per cent of refugees, and a preponderant share
of the unemployed and participants in the informal econ·
omy. African women experience the highest maternal
mortality rates in the world, while the level of illiteracy
among them is almost unsurpassed anywhere else,

175. This chapter analyses trends in selected social
aspects of development, focusing Oil such key areas as the
demographic situa1ion, employment, health and nutrition,
women in development, refugees and displaced persons.

A. The demographic situation

176. Africa's rate of population growth in the last 40
years is above thatof any other major region. The region's
demographic profile is characterized by unacceptably high
fertility levels. Current estimates indicate that the average
number of children per women is 6 in Africa compared to
321 in Asia and 3.05 in Laiin America and the Caribbean,
At the current population growth rate of 3 per cent per
annum, the African population, estimated at 744 million
in 1995, is expected to double in the next 23 years, This
rapid population growth has made overall rational man­
agement of resources difficult, as population pressures
exerts unsustainable pressures leading to environmental
degradation both of which in turn, accentuates poverty

177. Even more astounding isthe unusually high rate
of urban population growth in Africa, estimated at around
5 per cent per annum during 1970-1990 compared with
the corresponding rates of 3.43 per cent for Latin America
and 3.97 per cent for South Asia, the other two regions of
high growth. The level of urb~anization in Africa, at 35 per
cent, is cornparable only to that of East and South Asia,
which have been estimated at 29.4 and 29 per cent
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respectively. The estimated urban population of 217 mil­
lion in the region in 1990 is expected to reach 544 million
by the year 2010, and 783 million by 2020 - an almost
fcur-fold increase. By 2020, half the population of Africa,
about S4 per cent. would be living in urban areas.

178. Such phenomenal rates of urban population
growth will have profound consequences on the econo­
mies of African countries and the lives of the city dwellers.
They will culminate in: (a) intolerable pressure on already
overstretched infrastructure, especially housing, water and
sanitation, health and educational facilities; (b) grOWing
unemployment and underemployment; (c) the misery of
urban slums, shanty towns and peri-urban areas; {d) rapid
environmental degradation; and (e) anti-social behaviour,

179. In Africa's exploding cities, intense congestion
and increased pollution, with its hazardous effects on the
health of the population, pose immense health problems
to a population already burdened by primary poverty and
a protracted process of economic adjustment and reforms,

180. Since 1980, Africa's total fertility rates (TFR)
have been on the decline, albeit very gradually. Kenya, for
Instance, which had one of the highest FR rates in the
world - almost 8 births per woman ~ is experiencing a
decline, thereby reducing the average for the Eastern
African subregion. Contraceptive use, education (particu­
larly at the second and third levels), increased labour force
participation by women and the impact of population
policies, are among the most important instruments in the
campaign to reduce fertility rates in the region, The
percentage of the population using contraceptives, how­
ever, is among the lowest in the world: it ranges from 9­
per cent in sub-Saharan Africa to 36 per cent in North
Africa.

181. Despite the emphasis in many of the seminal
documents and plans of adion, emanating from Africa on
the importance of population factors in development plan­
ning. most governments have yet to formulate concrete
population policies geared to lowering the high population
gro\Nth rates, let alone implementing such policies. By
1992, only 15 to 20 African countries had explicit popLJla~

tion policies geared to reduction or even stabilization of
the rate

182. Important as population policies are in the
harmonization of the demographic trend with 6evefop·
ment, they do not suffice to halt population expansion, let
alone bring about the desired tranSItion. Poverty, the slow
pace of economIC growth and the extreme neglect of
critical issues relating to sodal development are at the
heart of the populatIon problem. Indeed, rapid economic
development is an essential condition for the slOWing
down of population growth. As reiterated in the United
Nations International Conference on Population and Devel­
opment, herd in Cairo, from 5 to 15 September 1994, the
inexorable link between poverty and sustainable develop­
ment is such t'1at the eradication of poverty must be
viewed as central to any policy for slowing population
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growth and for achieving early population stabilization.
lncreased investment is imperative in fields where it is
important for the eradication of poverty, for example basic
education, health. sanitation and drinking water, housing,
adequate food and nutrition. In addition, the Programme
of Action on population and development, endorsed at the
Conference, underlines, among other things, the goals of
promoting education. especially for girls; gender equity
and equality; infant, child and maternal mortality reduc­
tion; and identifies investment in human resources devel­
opment. employment generation, women's rights, family
planning. primary health care (PHC), democratization and
popular participation, together with the problem of refu­
gees and population displacement, as key factors to socio­
economic recovery and long-term structural
transformation. In short, the objectives and goals of the
Programme of Action are consistent with those of the
Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population, Familyand Sustain­
able Development, which was Africa's input to the Cairo
Conference_

B. Is health for all achievable by the
year 2000 in Africa?

183. Sixteen years after the Alma Ata Conference,
the decay in health infrastructure, and the failure to fully
implement primary health care (PHC) have had cata­
strophic consequences on the health status of most people
in the region, especially women, children and the poor.
The combination of severe socio-economic crises and a lack
of serious orientation and implementation of health pro­
grammes have regrettably culminated in the erosion of
past achievements in the health sector, and the recrudes­
cence of previously controlled diseases. large outbreaks
of diphtheria and measles continue to affect children who
could be protected if immunization programmes were
given sufficiently high priority. as they deserve. So would
the provision of sanitation and safe drinking water to the
population at large reduce dramatically mortality and mor­
bidity from such endemic diseases as cholera, dysentery
and diarrhoea, while widespread use of oral rehydration
therapy (ORT), which is extremely cheap and easy to
administer, can save millions of lives among children.

184. More than anything else, however, it is the rapid
spread of the HIV/AIDS disease which has brought untold
havoc to the African health landscape in recent years. The
HIV destroys the immune system, thereby making patients
more susceptible to HIV-related infections and complica­
tions. A case in point is the recent resurgence of tubercu­
losis (T8) which, in some cases, has doubled or even tripled
since 1985. Recent data indicate that up to half of the
people newly diagnosed in Africa as having pulmonary T8
are also HIV-positive. Untreated sexually transmitted dis­

eases (STDs) are also heavily implicated In the spread of
HIV. The World Health Organization (WHO) estimated in
1994 over 10 million cases of HIV infection in Africa and
projected a staggering 14 million cases by the year 2000.

185. The pandemic has been most severe in cities of
Eastern, Central and Southern Africa, where up to 25-30
per cent of all adults are infected and over 20 per cent of
all hospital beds are encumbered by AIDS patients. In
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addition, findings from a number of other studies indicate
that HIVjAIDS, which currently has no cure, tends to affect
disproportionately the groups with the highest levels of
productive skills and human capital. The economic conse·
quences of the epidemic are already reflected in the declin·
ing levels of labour productivity and in a significant
reduction of labour supply, especially in the most seriously
infected areas of Eastern and Central Africa.

186. To contain the H1VjAIDS pandemic a number
of modalities have been adopted by some African coun­
tries, especially in the Southern and Eastern African subre­
gions. They include media campaigns; community
mobilisation programmes; person-to-person education;
condom promotion; and control of STDs. To some extent,
those strategies have helped to change the sexual behav·
iour of some segments of the population, particularly in
the severely affected areas. However, widespread dissemi­
nation of information, education and communication, on
which so much hope of reducing the pandemic is contin·
gent. has nevertheless proved ineffective for the most part.
In addition, denial. complacency, poverty and stigmatisa·
tion of infected people have combined to slow the effects
of those measures of prevention and control. Conse­
quently, there is need for aggressive social mobilization,
directed towards community participation, co-opting com­
munity opinion-leaders as the central pivot and agents of
the campaign to bring HIV/AIDS under effective control.
Success, however, will obviously depend on the political
and financial support of African Governments, which is by
no means assured at present.

187. There is another growing health hazard in Africa
emanating from the devastation caused by the innumer­
able landmines in the conflict and post-conf~ct areas. In
the Bulletin of the WHO Pan-African Centre for Emergency
Preparedness and Response (Vol. 2, No.1), landmines in
Africa have:

Mwide and long-lasting consequences for the

population, the health services and the
socio-economic fabric of the affected countries.
Besides killing and disabling people. Jandmines
preclude access to water, farming land,
firewood, markets, schools and health facilities
with a dramatic impact on the natural
environment the life ofthe communities, and the
economy of a country... And the fact that the
civilian casualties of the landmines arf: mainly
women and children adds to the magnitude and
gravity of the tragedy. One woman killed or

mutilated represents higher risk of illness or

malnutrition for the entire family, one disabled

child represents a long-term burden to the health

services of the society at large. In war and in its

aftermath, landmines, besides the workload
represented by the wounded and disabled

persons, pose a threa t to Health mobile-teams,
logistics, etc: the outcome will be reduced

coverage and effectiveness for aJl PHC activities.

Health wilt lose personnel, equipment and



supplies; funds will be diverted into tertiary care

and long-term hospitalization, as well as towards

staff insurance and disability allowances. ~

188. Compounding the decay In health mfrastructure
and services, and the new threat from HIVjAIDS and
landmines, has been the staggering number of malnour­
ished people on the continent. Because of the region's
annual population growth rate of about 3 per cent per
annum and poor economic performance and per capita
food production, the number of chronically under-nour­
ished people has increased dramatically from 101 million
people to 168 million between 1969-1971 and 1988-1990.
Even by the year 2010, the FAD projects that chroniC
under-nutrition is likely to remain rampant, with some 32
per cent of the population (approximately 300 million
people) in sub-Saharan Africa affected.

189. According to WHO and UNICEF, nutritional
deficiencies, most of which can be averted at a relatively
low cost, are the main cause for stunting, blindness,
low-birth weight, goitre and impaired and irreversible men­
tal and physical development among children. Apart from
that, nutritional anaemia and vitamin A defiCiency Increase
morbIdity and mortality in young children. Over 30 per
cent of children in Africa suffer from moderate to severe
malnutrition. The existence of such a huge number of
malnounshed children has profound ramifications for Af·
rica's long-term growth and development. Thus, the im·
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provement of nutrition has to be recognised as one of
Africa's principal and urgent tasks. Political commitment
and a predilection for PHC remain the most viable options
if the crisis attendant on such high levels of severe malnu·
tritlon is to be contained, the more so since data indicate,
for example. that severe malnutrition can be prevented for
as little as $2 50 health care expenditure per child.

190. Though substantial efforts are a/ready being
made by a good number of African countries to Improve
the health status of their citizens, it is clear from the
foregoing discussion that the general health of the people
can only be described as unsatisfactory, with vulnerable
social groups such as children and women being the worst
affected. Unfortunately, With only five years to go and no
significant changes in sight in social policy and planning, it
is doubtful that "health for aU- will be achieved in the region
by the year 2000.

C. The employment situation
191. To have a deeper insight of the deteriorating

state of Africa's socia-economic milieu, it IS necessary to
take stock of the appalling problems of unemployment and
widespread underemployment. Open unemployment in
urban areas has increased without abatement over the
past two decades, growing from 7 7 per cent in 1978 to
22.8 per cent in 1980 and is projected to reach 30 per cent
by the year 2000.
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192. Youth unemployment js already also a critical
problem facing many African countnes. The trends in the
employment situation point to three imperatives for the
future, all on account of the labour force continuing to
grow at a rate which cannot be accommodated by the
African economies in terms of the provision of opportuni·
ties for productive employment: (a) a greater reliance on

the informal sector for job creation; (b) a larger proportion
of youths joining the ranks of the unemployed and under­
employed; and. (c) a lengthier period of time to find aJob.
To reduce youth unemployment, action is required in
reforming the educational systems and programmes so
that they respond better to labour market requirements.
It is imperative also to establish modalities for reducing the

mismatch between the supply and demand for skills. i.e.,
to create skills that are really crucial for the restructuring
and sodo-economic transformation of the African econo­
mies.

193. In the past two decades, women have made
significant gains regarding their participation in the labour
market. Nevertheless. their unemployment rate remains

on the whole three times as high as that of men. Women
remain a disadvantaged part of the labour force, being
frequently considered merely as a part of the ·contingency·
work force. Jobs held by women are usually in the less
prestigious sectors of the economy, of the most temporary
duration. and obtained under precarious contracts. That
state of affairs explains the preponderance of women in
the low productivity sectors of the informal economy.

Despite the efforts made to increase the number of women
in the modern sector of the economy, the share of women
in paid employment in African countries remains relatively

low compared to their share In the total labour force.

194. Owing to the limited ability of the formal sector
in the provision of gainful employment, the informal sector
has evolved as a sponge of the unemployed, especially,
with large-scale retrenchment in the public sector and the
lack of adequate compensatory schemes for employment
creation. Projections by ILO's Jobs and Skills Programme

for Africa (JASPA) show that, although the informal sector
would need to generate 93 per cent additional jobs in

urban Africa in the 1990s, it would, even if successful.
absorb only 23 per cent of all entrants into the labour
market. As is well known, the jobs in the informal sector
offer low wages with little job security; and the growth in
the size of the labour force in the sector has generally been
at the expense of a failure to improve productivity or of
rising underemployment, or both.

D. Refugees and displaced persons

195. The problem of refugees and displaced persons
in Africa remains serious and alarming, not just because of
the human tragedy and the incalculable sufferings to which
the refugees and displaced persons are subjected, but also
on account of the adverse impact of their movements on
socio-economic and environmental development and sta­
bility in the region. Today, the number of refugees in
Africa is in excess of 7 million refugees or approximately
one third of the total world refugee population. About
three times that number are internally displaced in various

parts of the continent. These are people who have been
forced to flee their homes and countries as the result of a

combination of civil wars and internal open conflicts rooted
mostly in ethnic tensions and violation of human rights;
and/or as a consequence of the impact of political instabil­
ity and environmental degradations aggravated often by
poverty and a legacy of economic stagnation and inequali­
ties of access to resources. But only a small percentage of
them have so far returned home voluntarily, even after
years in exile, owing to the on-going state of insecurity, the
return of home of refugees and displaced persons is often
complicated by problem~ of poverty, often social inequity
and the ever~present fear of ethnic reprisals or killings.
Many refugees are forced to subsist in remote camps
and ecologically fragile zones where they may
eventually themselves be responsible for some of the
environmental degradation and instability that, in turn,
exacerbate their already precarious existence. This

underscores the need for increased assistance and
support from the international community to enable the
African continent to cope better with the rehabilitation

and resettlement needs of the teeming ranks of refugees
and dlsplaced persons.
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196. In the final analysis, there must be renewed
multilateral efforts and the political will that can facilitate
the voluntary repatriation and resettlement of refugees
and displaced persons in their natural habItat and homes.
ThIs is the only practical and fundamental long-term solu­
tion to the problem of population displacement In Africa.
The promotion of peace and reconciliation, and demo­
cratic institutions and culture, in the home countnes of the
refugees and the displaced persons, is Imperative WIth
the cessation of hostilities and the restoration of peace,
priority attention must be given to the clearing of landmi­
nes In former conflict zones in order to enhance the
normalization of life and free movement; although the real
danger and wide-ranging cruelty of landmlnes as an Instru~

ment of warfare will for ever remain, without concerted
international efforts at stopping their production and sale.
And only then can refugees fleeing from po!lticallnstab,hty,
Civil wars, ethnic Violence and conflict zones be persuaded
that the factors which precipitated their departure in the
first instance no longer eXisted, and that they can return
home in safety and dignity.

197, Moreover, the recognition is long overdue that,
beyond emergenCf rehef and humanitarian aid to refugees
and displaced persons, there Will be the equally pressing

need for concerted assistance with resettlement, rehabil!­
tatlon and poverty alleviation, as well as reconstruction of
shattered economies in the home countries of the refugees
and displaced persons. Without development and some
sOClo-economic progress, neither the returnees nor the
SOCIeties to whJch they belong could look forward to the
future With confidence and hope.

E. Women and development

198. Another area where progress has been awfully
slow has been the integration and participation of women
in the development process. In sub-Saharan Africa, for
example, 65 per cent of the women over the age of 15 are
illiterate, compared to 40 per cent for the men. Adult
female literacy rates in North Africa are among the lowest
in the world, and access of girls to schooling remains well
below that enjoyed by boys. More than 20 miJIion African
girls aged 6-11 years were not in school in 1990; and
unacceptably high gender disparities in literacy rates as
well as in primary and secondary education still persist.
Those who succeed in gaining access to formal education
have a greater tendency to drop out, sometimes because
of financial, cultural and other constraints pertaining to
differential socialization processes for girls.
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199. Improvement in women's health and reproduc­
tive rights is central to their ability to assume the decision­
making power which would enable them make the
necessary choices in other areas of their lives. Unfortu­
nately, African women do not yet exercise decisive control
over their fertility and reproductive capacity. The plight of
the African women is being further exacerbated by sexu­
ally transmitted diseases such as HIV/AIDS. Additionally,
there is a modicum of evidenc~ to indicate th.at the HIV
pandemic is affecting women disproportionately more
than men. For example, UNICef, (1995), reports that
women now account for 55 per cent of all new cases of
HIV diagnosed in Africa, indicating a higher vulnerability of
women to AIDS relative to men. One out every three
pregnant women attending antenatal clinks in some of
Africa's major urban centres is infected. The subordinate
position of women and adolescent girls makes them par­
ticularly vulnerable to AIDS infections - younger women in
particular have the least power, and lack, in general, access
to information, education and communication, health fa­
cilities and training, independent income, and legal rights.

200. As part of the preparations for the fourth World
Conference on Women which is scheduled to take place
in Beijing, China, from 4 to 15 September 1995. African
member States held the fifth African Regional Conference
for Women in Dakar, Senegal, from 16 to 23 November
1994 to review progress made and the obstacles encoun­
tered in the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-look­
ing Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the year
2000. The major outcome was the adoption of the African
Platform for Action (APAJ, which will be submitted to the
fourth World Conference on Women. At the core of APA
is an underscoring of the need to empower women politi­
cally and economically, increase their access to education,
training, science and technology support their vital role in
society and the family, and protect their legal and human
rights; and, the identification of 11 critical areas of con­
cern, which constitute the major gaps and obstacles to the
accelerated advancement of women in Africa. They con­
sist, in general. of: (a) women's poverty, insufficient food
security and lack of economic empowerment; (b) inade­
quate access to education, training, science and technol·
ogy; (e) women's vital role in culture, the family and
socialization; (d) improvement of women's health, repro­
ductive health including family planning and population
related programmes; (e) women's relationship and link­
ages to environment and natural resource management;
(I) involvement of women in the peace process; (g) the
political empowerment of women; (h) women's legal and
human rights; (i) l1)ainstreaming of gender-disaggregated
data; U) women, communication, information and the arts;
and (k) the girkhild.

F. Policies and prospects for social
development and progress in Africa

201. The foregoing. analysis indicates that social
development and progress in Africa continues to be faced
with a major crisis. The major social ills are: high rates of
unemployment, infant and child morbidity and mortality,
and maternal mortality; rapid population growth rates;
environmental degradation; and a growing population of
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refugees and displaced persons as a result of civil wars and
ethnic conflict. Women, children and youth bear a dispro­
portionate share of the burden, which, in many cases, has
been exacerbated by the social costs of adjustment

202. Given the continued deterioration in the social
situation in Africa, five years to the dawn of a new
millennium, it has been necessary in several parts of this
report to ask and to attempt answers to a number of
pertinent questions: Is it that the political will to foster
social development has not been sufficiently articulated in
Africa's past development strategies? Or, is it that the
urgency of socio-economic development and the daunting
tasks involved are yet to be fuliy understood, or sufficiently
realized and appreciated by the African Governments and
their development partners? Is Africa fully committed,
mobilized and braced to lifting itself up by its own boot­
straps? Has donor assistance been made available in the
desired amounts and with the timeliness required to ame­
liorate the social situation in the African region and usher
in soci~conomic progress and transformation 7

203. The issues of health, education, employment
and effective popular participation in social, political and
economic development bear heavily on the agenda items
of the Cairo International Conference on Population and
Development, the United Nations-organized World Sum­
mit for Social Development, and the fourth World Confer­
ence on Women on ~he gender aspects of poverty
alleviation, employment generation and social integration.
By underscoring anew how inexorably progress in human
development is linked to the long-term development and
structural transformation which the countries of Africa
must undergo if grinding mass poverty is to be overcome,
these important meetings will have no doubt a salutary
effect in advancing social development in Africa.

204. However, what is needed, first and foremost, is
for the African Governments themselves to give due prior­
ity to social planning and social programmes in their own
national development strategies. As articulated in the
African Common Position on Human and Social Develop­
ment, there is massive under-investment in the social sedor
in Africa, typified especially by the neglect of certain
priority areas such as poverty alleviation and employment
generation. Consequently, there is an urgent need to
increase resource allocation and investment injob creation,
environmental protection, family planning, health, educa­
tion and nutrition of Africa's children and, where neces­
sary, land reform; and, to devise modalities for integrating
women into the main stream of development efforts.

205. To redress the situation of grossly unequal
distribution of land, improved \and~holding schemes are
being vigorously pursued in Kenya, South Africa and Zim~

babwe. In South Africa, for example, the Land Restitution
Bill was signed into law on 17 November 1994. The
legislation is an attempt to give redress to black South
Africans dispossessed of their land by apartheid laws dat­
ing back to the 1913 Land Act, which limited the majority
population's land ownership rights to 13 per cent. It is
estimated that 3.5 million black people were victims of
forced removals during the apartheid era. The Land Restj·



tution Bill provides for the creation of a land claims court
and a land commission to arbitrate claims for restitution.
Petitioners have up to three years to lodge their claims.

206. The donor community can also better support
the intricate and complex social transformation process in
Africa a great deal more by restructuring and targeting
aDA effectively in favour of the poor. As pointed out in
UNICEF's report on the State of the World's Children,
1995, only about 25 per cent of today's aid is given to the
countries where three quarters of the world's poorest
billion people now live, and only about 15 per cent goes
to the agricultural sector, which provides a livelihood for
the majority of people in almost all developing countries,
with far much less to primary education, prirnary health
care and family planning services. That is highly undesir­
able. Poverty tends to perpetuate itself; and, unless a
deliberate effort at poverty alleviation and eradication is
made by the African Governments with the purposive and
dedicated assistance of the donor community, it will persist
and grow. Both the compelling urgency and the necessary
scope of social policy reforms in Africa, and the correspond­
ing needs for substantially enhanced levels of development
assistance place the region in a special category to which
the international community must favourably respond.

207. In this connection, current efforts to refocus
SAPs to give more attention to poverty alleviation marks a
welcome change. The World Bank now says it is making
compensatory programmes (i.e., social safety nets, social
action programmes, etc.) that were originally conceived as
a.d..h.Q.c special programmes for the mitigation of the social
costs of adjustment a regular and standard feature of its
new generation of SAPs. Still, the provisions of these
compensatory programmes generally fall short of the ideal,
which should be to integrate concerns about poverty and
the social dimensions of adjustment in the basic design of
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SAPs, in line with the AAF-SAP and the African Charter for
Popular Participation in Development and Transformation.

208. In the Programme of Action, which emerged
from the World Summit for Social Development held in
Copenhagen, Denmark, from 6 to 12 March 1995, world
leaders are urged to commit themselves to the goals of
eradicating poverty in the world, and to promote full
employment as a basic priority of economic and social
policies. It urges national governments to pay particular
attention to the following: (a) efforts and policies to
address the root causes of poverty and to provide the basic
needs of all. These include the elimination of hunger and
malnutrition, the provision of food security, education,
employment and livelihood, primary health care, safe drink­
ing water and sanitation, adequate shelter and participa­
tion in social and cultural life, with special priority to the
needs and rights of women, children, the vulnerable and
the disadvantaged groups and persons; (b) creation of
employment, reduction of unemployment and the promo­
tion of appropriately and adequately renumerated employ­
ment as a strategic and policy focus, with the full
participation of employers, workers and their respective
organizations, and giving special attention to the
problems of structural, long-term unemployment and un·
der-employment of youth, women, people with disabilj·
ties and all other disadvantaged groups and individuals;
(c) promotion of basic social programmes and expen­
ditures, in particular those affecting the poor and the
vulnerable segments of society; (d) establishment of
structures, policies, objectives and measurable goals
that will ensure gender balance and equity in
decision-making processes at all levels; and, the
broadening of womens' political, economic, social and
cultural opportunities, independence and empowerment,
including the organizations of indigenous women at
the grassroots level.
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V. MEDIUM-TERM OUTLOOK FOR THE AFRICAN ECONOMY
AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS

A. Prospects for 1995·1996

209. The economic prospects for the African regIon
in 1995 appear quite favourable in 1995, as the year opens,
al1hough there can be little certainty as to what the final
out-turn might be, given the fragility of African economies

and the deficient information base used for the forecasts.
What is certain is that the overall economic performance
in Africa in 1995 Will, as in the past, depend heavily on
developments in the region's external sector as well as on
climatic conditions. Progress towards the resolution of the
civil wars and ethnic tensions and conflicts that have had
and continue to have a damaging impact and repercus­
sions on the domestic economy and the population at large
will no doubt have a favourable impact on performance in
1995.

210. While the overall outlook for commodity prices
is bright for 1995, the situation remains mixed. A strength­
ening in international coffee prices is expected because of
the stock retention programme being implemented and
possible production declines, but cocoa prices may not
change significantly owing to uncertain demand situation
and sluggish consumption in North America and Europe.
And little or no sign of recovery in the former USSR.
Reduced stocks of rubber I together with the slowing down
of supplies of synthetic rubber, is expected to result in a
tight global market in 1995. There are indications also that
the rise in metal and non-oil mineral prices on the world
markets may persist well into 1995. The expected surge
in copper prices is related to signs of economic recovery in
the USA and Europe, and expectations of sustained growth
in some developing countries. As for tin and lead, prices
are expected to increase, based on a rising trend in con­
sumption.

211. As for the oil market, the prospects are rather
shrouded in uncertainties in 1995. Since demand is pro­

jected to increase at a meagre rate of Jess than 1 per cent
per annum to the end of the decade, future movements
in oil price would depend very much on the behaviour of
prodUcing countries. If, as has been the case in the past,
they faiJ to observe the orderly supply arrangements estab­
lished by OPEC, prices are likely to decline owing to excess
supply. Current estimates of future trends in oil prices
range from the US$17 to US$ 18 per barrel on average.

212. Whether there would be a substantial debt
reduction and increased and sustained resource flows to
the African countries in 1995 is far from clear. At the end
of the G7 Summit in December 1994 at Naples, Italy, a

new stage was reached whereby by the Paris CJub to
continue its efforts towards debt relief for the poorest
countnes. The Paris Club creditors decided to grant 67 per

cent debt or debt-service reduction (the earlier limit was
50 per cent) to those countries whose per capita income

is $500 or less and whose ratio debt/exports - an indicator
of debt overhang - is more than 350 per cent. But an
additional conditionality was that continued efforts be

made by the countries to implement SAPs entered into
with the IMF over three consecutive years.

213. Aid budgets have been considerably cut back
and down-sized in the industrialized countries, while, at
the same time, the recent crisis on the international finan­
cial markets and the turmoil unleashed in the "emerging
capitai markets~ have demonstrated convincingly the fra­
gility of a world financial system that is increasingly focused
on speculative capital and the rapid movement around the
world of short-term funds. The new surge in portfolio
investment and short-term capital flows have generally
bypassed the nascent stock markets in the Africa region
and are likely to do so even in 1995 and the immediate
future. However, there are grounds for believing that the
improving business climate across the continent; the im­
pact of developments in foreign exchange policies and the

slow but steady growth of confidence in political stability;
and continuity of economic policies and financial reforms
in parts of the continent are some of the positive factors
that may be helping to reverse the recent trends in disin­
vestment and the drying up of private investment, both

foreign and African, in the region.

214. At the domestic level in Africa, there are as yet
few definitive signs of the likely agricultural trends in 1995,
apart from the limited indications from those countries that

had entered their cropping season by the end of 1994. It
appears, at this point, that weather conditions may not be
favourable in the Maghreb, particularly in Morocco, and
that the same situation may hold for some countries In
southern Africa. There are grounds also for concern in the
Horn of Africa, where the weather pattern at the begin­
ning of the year was somewhat unusual. Those develop­
ments would suggest only a modest increase in agricultural
production for the whole region in 1995. The ECA secre­
tariat forecasts a 2.7 per cent increase in value added. At
the same time, the overall food supply situation is expected
to be fairly satisfactory in 1995 except for a few possible

cases of short-falls associated with isolated cases of
drought, flooding and pest and locust infestation. Accord­
ing to the latest FAO estimates, total cereal import require-­
ments in the region were expected to decline by 8.7 per
cent from 28.6 million tons in 1993/1994 to 26.1 million
tons in 1994/1995.

215. It is expected that progress towards the resto­
ration of peace in 1995 would launch countries previously
embroiled in conflict on the path of recovery and sustain­
able development. It is hoped, similarly, that the fragile
situation in Angola, Rwanda and Burundi will become
more viable in 1995 and that significant breakthroughs
towards peace and reconciliation will be forthcoming in
liberia, Sierra leone, Somalia and southern Sudan, so that

those countries could emerge from protracted emergency
or relief dependency into rehabilitation, reconstruction and
real development. It is also hoped that transition to de­
mocracy in other African countries will move forward
under peaceful and less destructive conditions in 1995 and
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that the economic and social costs of such transition will
be contained.

216. In South Africa, in 1995, it is expected there will
be an intensification of efforts, through the implementa­
tion of the Reconstruction and Development Programme
(RDP) to correct the gross socia-economic imbalances in­
herited from the apartheid era. Coupled with the firm
stance towards fiscal responsibility. price stability, support
forthe private sector and encouragement of foreign invest­
ment, South Africa's economic growth rate should accel­
erate. That, however, will also require cooperation by
labour and employers to build a new pragmatic relation­
ship, based on a sympathetic understanding of each
other's basic concerns as they set out to correct the labour
market distortions entrenched by years of apartheid.

217. There is little doubt that African countries will
continue to intensify their economic reforms in the direc­
tion of growth and transformation in 1995. Already, it is
a good sign that most national budgets in Africa are
indicating a reduction in deficits and in the inflationary
spiral associated with excessive money creation. It is
hoped that in 1995 the economic efficiency and macro­
economic stability concerns of the reform process wlil be
integrated within a sustained long-term programme to
build critical capacities in the areas of human resources,
institutions and economic and social infrastructure that will
put Africa on a sustainable footing and make it fully
competitive in the modern world economy.

218. Altogether, therefore, there are grounds for
only modest optimism regarding the growth prospects of
the regional economy in 1995. Based on the above con­
siderations and assumptions, ECA secretariat estimates
that Africa's regional output should grow by about 3 per
cent in 1995. It is to be noted, as usual, that this is an
average of widely divergent results by countries and subre­
gions. In Central Africa, which was severely hit by political
turmoil in 1994 and remains mired in political instability,
real development remains somewhere on the distant hori­
zon with only a faint hope for output rebound in 1995. In
contrast, a strong recovery is expected in East and South­
ern Africa, the subregions badly affected by drought in
1992

219. It is yet too early to quantify prospects far 1996.
but it would seem that growth may not exceed the rate
expected in 1995, which in itself is tar from what IS required
ta make an impact on poverty and social welfare in the
region. African countries' earnings from a9ricultural and
mineral exports may retain their current positive trends jf
the dynamics of the recovery in the OECD countries is
maintained. On the other hand, the surge in commodity
prices in 1994 and 1995 may well encourage an expansion
in productive capacity that was previously discouraged in
Africa and elsewhere by low and declining world prices;
and it may cause prices to revert to their secular trend. As
in 1995 and previous years, therefore, the vicissitudes of
the weather and price movements on the international
market continue to cast a cloud of uncertainty over future
growth prospects in Africa, in view of the importance of
agriculture's contribution to aggregate output, export
revenues and employment. And so may the violent con-
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flicts affecting a significant number of countries and the
lack of democratic and enlightened governance in many
cases. It would be an error, though, to conclude that mere
political, economic and financiallibera\ization will automat­
ically bring about development. A lot would indeed de­
pend on the real changes in the production sphere, in
terms of competitiveness and productivity - and in intra­
African cooperation - all of which are crucial for socio-eco­
nomic progress and transformation in the region.

B. Major policy challenges

220. African countries will have to cope effectively
with a number of major challenges, if they are to cope with
the demands of socio-economic transformation and struc­
tural change. On the domestic front, there is the urgent
need to build and effectively utilize the human, institutional
and infrastructural capacities for managing a modern
economy and polity, harnessing the region's physical, and
financial resource endowment to bring about a meaningful
and sustained transformation of the African economy. In
that respect, they need to revitalize the social sector and
to step up the mechanisms for conflict prevention and
peaceful resolution of political disagreements and differ·
ences in order to minimize the needless waste of human
and national resources, promote popular participation in
the political process and focus world attention on the
development needs of the continent rather than on con­
flicts and emergencies.

221, In their management of the economy, African
Governments need to adopt macroeconomic policies that
are consistent with the maintenance of monetary and price
stability and a realistic exchange rate; that provide an
enabling environment for domestic and foreign investors;
and that involve an incentives structure consistent with the
maintenance of economic efficiency and a high level of
productivity. They need to ensure that policies for sustain­
able economic growth stimulate employment and concen­
trate largely on employment-intensive approaches and
strategies, particularly in the rural areas and in the urban
informal sector. Above all, they will have to galvanize the
institutions of regional and subregional cooperation more
effectively to expand intra-regional trade and to promote
regional and subregional approaches to sectoral develop­
ment. On the external front, they need to arrest their
dedinil"'lg share in world trade, diversify their trade struc­
tures, widen export markets and import sources, partici­
pate in the growing global linkages and interdependence
of enterprises, expand trade in services and explore the
opportunities provided by the Agreement which concluded
the GAD Uruguay Round, while minimizing its adverse
consequences.

222. The policy measures for coping with those
challenges are closely interrelated. Indeed, focusing on
the right priorities could achieve a number of objectives
simultaneously. For example, virtually all the subregional
economic communities have developed programmes in
many of those areas, while at the regional level plans are
afoot to strengthen the subreg'IonaI initiatives and encour­
age regional programmes in many areas. The major ob­
stade is the failure to implement agreed decisions and
strategies. It is on that issue that new and innovative



efforts would have to be directed if the challenges facing
African countries are to be met effectively.

1. Making more progress with diversification

223. There are two observations on the limited
progress of diversification in the African countries so far:
the first is that there are major gains to be reaped in the
diversification proc~ss if certain critical bottlenecks can be
removed; and the second is that there are a few success
stories of diversification in Africa which the rest of the
continent can emulate and is indeed beginning to emulate.
Added to these, the spectacular examples of diversification
in Asia and the Far East have become the subject of much
discussion and debate in African countries. Comparisons
have been drawn between Africa and Asia and the Far
East. as a way of drawing attention to a number of lessons
that Africa can learn if it is to make more rapid progress
with the diversification process. The successful experience
of diversification in Asia and the Far East illustrates, in
particular, the important role played by education, foreign
investment, small·scale enterprises, domestic resource mo·
bilization, linkages with established transnational corpora­
tions (TNC), sound infrastructure and a generally
supportive macroeconomic environment, in a successful
diversification programme.

224. The experience has also demonstrated the role
of a dynamic manufacturing sector as a promising vehicle
for promoting a vibrant and diversified economy. In addi­
tion to expanding the production and export base, as well
as easing balance-of·payments pressures, the manufactur­
ing sector induces technological transformation and builds
up know-how.

225. Finally, it has demonstrated the crucial role of
the private sector in the diversification process. Clearly, if
the structure of exports is to change and imports of
manufactured goods decrease, the private sector must be
supported and encouraged to exploit their entrepreneurial
talent to take advantage of both domestic and external
windows of opportunity. That requires, among other
things, the creation of a conducive environment, improved
incentives structures, access to targeted credit, and train·
ing in technological and marketing skiJls, as well as expo­
sure to external markets. The rapid development of
African economies in a free-market world environment.
will be difficult to achieve without the active and dynamic
participation of the private sector.

226. African Governments have a critical role to play
in creating a supportive environment for rapid diversifica­
tion. In particular, since diversification is a central objective
of SAPs, the impact of current SAP policies on the diversi­
fication process need to be constantly evaluated, to ensure
that this central objective is achieved.

227. The donor community needs to support the
diversification effort of African countries by providmg fi­
nancial. technical and managerial assistance for the devel­
opment of non-traditional exports, and the creation of a
conducive environment for industrial deveJopment.
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2. Expanding economic cooperation and in­
tra-regional trade

228. Intra-regional trade is an essential vehicle for the
promotion of diversification and the establishment of link­
ages between production units in different countries of the
region. Not only will this contribute to improved produc­
tivity and greater competitiveness for African products, it
would also provide a stronger basis for an effective partici·
patlan of the African region in the evolving global linkages
and interdependence of production units. The present
slow progress of intra-regional trade is therefore a retard­
ing factor in the diversification process and more needs to
be done to remove the obstacles to intra-regional trade.

229. The present slow progress stems from (a) the
limited market size of many countries; (b) survival of the
historical links of African countries with their previous
colonial centres, which have created production structures
entrenched in supplying the centres with raw materials in
return for manufactured goods; (c) concentration on in·
creasing export earnings from a limited range of commodi·
ties at the expense of diversification; (d) failure to exploit
the potentials of intra·African trade through coordination
of development plans at subregional levels and the devel­
opment of complementary links among production units;
(d) poor and inadequate intra-regional transport and com­
munication facili1ies to support expanding intra-regional
trade; (e) lack of harmonization of standards, specifications
and trade documentation; and (f) non-<onvertibility of
African currencies, inappropriate exchange-rate policies
and non·availability of trade financing, and insurance and
credit facilities.

230. Needless to say, a good road and transport
network will greatly facilitate intra·regional trade. Other
essential measures are the improvement of trade informa­
tion, cooperation in investment ventures to increase com­
plementarity and harmonization of macro-economic
policies. In that connection, the harmonization at the
subregional level of the SAPs being pursued by various
countries of the region would help the growth of intra·re·
gional trade and open the way for the development of joint
policies on major economic and social issues. Indeed, there
has been much discussion of the Implications of SAPs for
regional economic cooperation. For example, it has been
argued in the African Development Report (ADS). 1993.
that: "Global trade liberalization. an important component
of most SAPs, does not necessarily march hand·in-hand
with preferential regional trade liberalization, since rapid
global liberalization obviously reduces the margin of advan­
tage that can be enjoyed from preferential trade liberaliza­
tion. However, this very constraint may encourage speedy
action by regional groupings to remove other impediments
to intra-regional trade, such as payments restrictions and
other non-tariff barriers which have placed such trade at a
disadvantage relative to extra.regional trade. In this sense,
structural adjustment and economic integration are mutu­
ally reinforcing."

231. Against that background, it may be asserted
that, now that barriers on extra·regional trade have been
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substantially reduced, African countries should aim to
remove all tariff barriers on goods of regional origin enter~

ing intra-regional trade in the shortest time possible. That
will still leave a number of non-tariff barriers to tackle but
it will give a major boost to intra-regional trade.

232. The current emphasis within African integration
organs on the need to harmonize macroeconomic policies
and the implementation of SAPs is an acknowledgement
of the fact that trade is only one aspect of regional
integration. albeit a very important and crucial one, and
that other areas of cooperation are also important for the
overall success of the integration process. Even if all the
major barriers to intr&-regional trade were swept away in
one fell swoop, it should not be expected that it would be
followed in the short and medium terms by a major surge
in intra-regional trade. Such a measure will, without
doubt, give a major boost to such trade, but its impact will
still be very limited without major progress in subregional
and regional cooperation in major sectors of economic
activity - in particular, agriculture, industry and energy·
such as would lead to growing linkages and interdepend­
ence among African economies.

233. This awareness also explains why many integra­
tion organs have been making serious efforts to expand
cooperation in major sectors of economic activity, though
with only limited results so far. In West Africa, the trans­
mission of electric power from Ghana to some neighbour­
ing countries and current moves to pipe Nigeria's natural
gas to Benin, Togo and Ghana are examples that could be
replicated in other areas, with much benefit to intra-re­
gional trade in goods and services. Such efforts certainly
deserve to be encouraged and supported.

3. Meeting the challenges of the Uruguay
Round Agreement

234. Given the wide coverage of the new Agree­
ment, which includes trade in goods and services, intellec­
tual property, trade-related investment measures, the
progressive integration of agriculture and textiles into the
work of the successor World Trade Organization (WTO),
and a wide range of international rules and disciplines, the
outcome of the Uruguay Round poses particular challenges
for Africa's international trade and payments. That is the
more so since current assessments indicate that Africa is
expected to lose up to $3 billion per annum during the
initial years of implementation of the Agreement, while
other trading countries share benefits that could amount
to $500 billion per annum. Meeting these challenges
implies taking measures to minimize the disadvantages of
the Agreement and exploring any opportunities that it may
provide.

235. The following represents a brief and preliminary
evaluation of the challenges which the Agreement poses
for Africa and their implications for future policy:

(a) Market access: Although tariffs on products of
interest to developing countries have been cut, they will
remain at higher levels than those applied to products
traded among developed countries. Tariff escalation will
be reduced but not significantly. Of more concern to

African countries is the annulment of special preferential
arrangements, in particular the lome Convention. With
the annulment. African exports would confront more com­
petition from other producing nations and higher tariffs in
consuming countries. Early estimates by UNCTAD show
tariff increases of up to 28 per cent in the European Union
(EU), 40 per cent in Japan and 16 per cent in the U.s.
markets;

(b) Agriculture: African agricultural exports are
dominated to the extent of 50-100 per cent by tropical
products. Those products, which enjoyed preferential
treatment under the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) and the lome Convention, have seen their preferen­
tial margins collapse under the Agreement. With regard
to the preferential treatment enjoyed by African countries
of the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group under the
lome Convention, there has been an erosion of preferen­
tial margins by 100 per cent for coffee, coffee by-products
and cocoa, 50 per cent for phosphoric acid, more than 30
per cent for petroleum by-products, crustacea and leather,
and more than 20 per cent for tobacco. With trade
liberalization, African countries would face greater compe­
tition from Asian and Latin American countries on those
products. Since the bulk of Africa's foreign trade is with
Europe, it is expected that the reduction of preferences in
the important sector of tropical products would be about
80 per cent of the margins under GSP and 50 per cent
under the Lome Convention. African producers of the ACP
group are likely to incur losses in their major exports - being
the weaker trading partners - and to be the big losers in
the short term.

The decision to reduce export and domestic subsidies
would increase the world price of food, resulting in higher
import bills for African net food importers. In the short
term, that will put pressure on their balance of payments,
since they will have to spend more foreign exchange on
food imports. In the long term, however, it could encour­
age them to undertake measures to increase domestic
food production, by drawing attention to domestic bottle·
necks that need to be removed if success is to be assured.

Reduced preferences are envisaged in the tropical
products subsector of 80 per cent under the GSP and 50
per cent under the Lome Convention. In the case of
agricultural products based on natural resources, the pref~

erential margin will fall by 60 per cent under the GSP and
16 per cent under the lome Convention. For exports like
coffee and cocoa the EU tariff reduction will lead to the
removal of preferential treatment enjoyed by those prod·
ucts, which would cause a significant decline in the export
revenues of African countries;

(e) Global most.favoured-nation treatment: The
underlying principle of the new Agreement is the non-dis­
criminatory application of the most·favoured-nation (MFN)
principle. In future, regional and subregional economic
groupings would have to satisfy stricter rules and to be
generally outward-looking, if they are to be consistent with
the provisions of the Agreement;

(d) Textiles and clothing: A major gain for African
exporters of textiles is that the Multi-Fibre Agreement
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(MFA) is to be phased out within 10 years. The textile
exports of African countries are affected by the MFA quota
system, which reduces their market shares. Mauritius is a
case in point;

(e) Services: The General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS) covers a wide range of services: tourism,

transport, telecommunication, insurance industry. busi­
ness services, financial services and other professional
services. In all those areas, African services are relatively

undeveloped, even in comparison with those of developing
countries elsewhere. Opening them up to foreign compe­
tition could therefore have a negative impact on the
indigenous service industries of African countries; and the
choice facing them is not whether or not to liberalize their

services sector but how quickly they can mobilize their
collective effort to strengthen their service industries so
that they will be better able to face the new competition.
In that connection, there are many provisions of the
Agreement which they can invoke to gain time to
strengthen their service industries. First, they may have up
to 10 years to claim sectoral exemptions from MFN treat­
ment. Secondly, they may liberalize their services sectors
to a lesser degree than developed countries and can make
market access conditional on measures to assist them in
strengthening their own services sector. Those provisions
do not absolve African countries from the obligation to
raise the competitive level of their service industries in the
long term and to join the ranks of developing countries
which are already competing effectively with the devel­
oped ones in a wide range of services, notably airline
services. computer accounting services and writing soft­
ware. For example, Swissair has transferred its revenue
accounting operations to Bombay, India, as part of Its
overall cost-reducing and revenue-enhancement pro­
gramme;

(I) Trade-related intellectual property rights:
The agreement on trade-related intellectual property rights
(TRIPs) mandates the extension of patentability to virtually
aU fields of technology recognized by developed countries.
Its scope covers copyrights, industrial patents, trademarks,
trade secrets, industrial designs, layout designs of inte­
grated circuits, and geographical indications. It will oblige
African countries to enact strict national legislation with
regard to intellectual property protection accordi ng to
standards prevailing in the developed countries. It will be

a constraint on their decisions ·over seeds and patents" and
affect the costs of medicines and products or processes.
African countries may also have to face higher costs in their
quest for technological development, since they would
have to pay for copyrights and patents;

(g) Trade-related investment measures: The
agreement on trade-related investment measures (TRIMs)
will permit only weak restrictions on foreign investments.
It will make it difficult for Governments to use policy
measures in the interests of national development, such as
domestic content and trade-balancing requirements, for
the regulation of the activities of foreign investors. African
countries, in particular, are concerned that restrictive busi­
ness practices by TNC will stifle competition from potential
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new rivals in the host countries and from other developing
nations.

236. The results of the Uruguay Round, as they
pertain to Africa, reflect not only the weak negotiating
position of African countries but also the structural weak­
ness of their economies. Africa participated in the nego­
tiations from a position of conspicuous weakness. The
continent (including South Africa) contributes no more
than 3 per cent to globally traded goods. which is too small
to have an impact on world trade, Secondly, the African
contracting parties were negotiating individually rather
than as a block with a common position, unlike other
groupings, notably EU and most of Asia and Latin America.
Failure of African countries to coordinate their position
eroded whatever influence they could have had on the
outcome of the negotiations. Thirdly, their negotiating
leverage had been weakened by the trade liberalization
programme which they had already adopted under the
World Bank/lMF-inspired SAPs.

237. While Africa should accept the outcome of the
Uruguay Round in principle, it should nevertheless explore
all the provisions for exemption from full compliance and
delayed implementation until it has been able to rehabili­
tate its economies and improve its competitive position. It
should seek. special compensation from Europe to be
devoted exclusively to economic restructuring. in order to
make up for the expected losses arising from the Agree­
ment. It should also avail itself of the provision for amend­
ing the Lome JV Convention in the event of multilateral
trade negotiations within WTG or other measures relating
to general trade liberalizatlon which lead to the loss of
competitiveness in the export of ACP agricultural products
to the single European market. It should also join other
developing countries in preparing the ground for future
negotiations within WTO on issues of importance to them
which were not completely settled during the Uruguay
Round negotiations. Chief among these are: (a) the need
for special balance-of-payrnents assistance to meet the
difficulties that are likely to be encountered during the
transition to the new system; and (b) the need to ensure
that cooperation between WTG, the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), for which the Agree­
ment provides, is used to maintain the consistency of
international policies in the areas of trade, money and
finance, rather than as a new source of pressure to con­
strain the freedom of African countries in policy formula­
tion and implementation.

238. In the long term, if Africa is to take advantage
of the new open trading system, it would have to under­
take reforms to improve its competitive positjon in many
spheres and also to accelerate measures to diversify Its
economies from primary commodities to manufactured
goods. It would also have to create the dynamic linkages
within and among the various sectors of the domestic
economies of individual countries. The dynamics of an
increasing participation in world trade and technological
transformation are dearly to be found above all In the
manufacturing sector. Without greater effort to mobilize
their collective strength through regional and subregional
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cooperation, such dynamic linkages would be very difficult
to achieve under the conditions of free trade which the
Uruguay Round Agreement aims to promote.

239, In the new competitive atmosphere created by
that Agreement, a quick turn-around to sustainable
growth will be difficult to achieve without the active
support of the international community, in the form of
trade concessions and increased resource flows. The rele­
vant international agencies, induding WTO. and the re~

gion's trading and development partners, should strive to
assist African countries in the mobilization and effective

utilization of external resources for rapid economic trans­
formation. Helpful supportive measures by WTO would be
such as to facilitate investment and greater lending for
structural adjustment. They would assist African countries

in dealing with balance-of·payments pressures and transi·
tional strains consequent on policy reforms, and thereby

to benefit from the implementation of the Final Act of the
Uruguay Round. In the new circumstances which they
face, African countries also need increased capital flows

and an accelerated approach to debt relief. MO could
assist them to benefit from, rather than fall victims to,

strengthened international rules and institutions, thus pro­
moting trade and investment. WTO could also assist them
to secure greater access to business technology, distribu­
tion channels and information networks, which would

enable them to develop their capacity to participate effec­
tively in the expanding trade in services.

4. Participating in global linkages and inter­
dependence

240. One of the most remarkable developments in
recent years has been the success of several developing
countries, mostly in Asia and the Far East, in becoming
major participants in the growing global network of enter­
prises linked together by trade in goods and services and

by investment flows. Most of them have developed the
capacity to provide efficient off-shore production facilities
and services for TNC.

241. It has been noted in the United Nations World
Investment Report (1993. p. 177) that "Those develop­
ments make it more important than ever for developing
countries to build up their own human and physical infra­
structure. In addition to providing the basis for industriali­
zation and development of the domestic economy, it
would allow national enterprises to join up with TNCs on
a more equal basis. It would raise the quality and sophis­
tication of the foreign direct investment (FDI) a host coun­

try could attract and would strengthen the prospects for
technology acquisition. It would also enable host develop­

ing countries to build up supplier capabilities which are

sometimes a precondition for the location of TNC activities
and which, moreover, add to the economic and techno­

logical spillovers from affiliates. The building up of such
facilities has been an essential feature in the developing
countries, including those in Asia and latin America, that
have succeeded in restructuring both their international
and domestic production sectors towards higher-value-­

added activities."
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242. The same source has noted further, perhaps
with most African countries in mind, that Mather develop­
ing countries that do not offer the locational advantages
required by regionally or globally integrated firms, such as
a skilled labour force, an open trading and investment

environment, a developed communication and transport

infrastructure and networks of local suppliers on which
TNCs can draw, risked being further marginalized. Those
countries need to consider how to formulate and coordi·
nate policies so as to maximize the benefits to them from
the emerging integrated international production system

as well as from FDI in more traditional organizational forms
which they may be in a better position to obtain.M

243. As part of the implementation of SAPs, many
African countries have developed a new openness towards
FDI. They are improving infrastructure but are far behind
in developing skills for its utilization and maintenance.

They would have to move faster along that road if they are
to participate effectively in the evolving global system.

5. Intensification of efforts at resource mobi­
lization

244. The prospects for resource mobilization in sup­
port of the development process in Africa would depend
on the success of the reforms of the financial sector which

are in progress in a number of countries in the region.
There is general agreement that much more needs to be
done in order to make domestic financial markets effective

avenues for mobilizing and allocating financial resources.
Despite the abundance and vitality of informal financial
institutions in Africa, their potential for enhancing the

development process has not been effectively harnessed.
Efforts so far exerted by central banks to bring about a
closer relationship between tha formal and informal finan·
cial institutions have been grossly inadequata. And the
commercial banks have shied away for too long from

financing smallholder agriculture and micro-anterprises,
pleading the high transaction costs.

245. Prospects in most African countries for mobiliz­
ing adequate external resource flows in 1995 and beyond
look rather difficult. first. competition for foreign aid
resources is likely to intensify as more countries in Africa
and elsewhere persevere in their economic reform pro­
grammes. Furthermore, aid donors have become more
selective in their support to developing countries, as well
as in the choice of the programmes and projects they fund.
Secondly, the competitive global trading environment

which will be engendered by the implementation of the
provisions of the Uruguay Round Agreement may be
expected to impose additional difficulties on African coun­

tries in their endeavours to compete effectively on interna­

tional commodity markets and thereby to earn adequate

foreign exchange to support their development process.
Thirdly, the failure of the IMf Board of Governors and the
World Bank at their last Annual Meetings, held at Madrid,
Spain, to agree on a new allocation of Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) to increase international liquidity means that
developing countries cannot expect an easing of the for·

eign exchange and balance of payments constraints on
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their economies. More importantly, it reflects <3 divergence
of opi nion among major developed countries as to
whether adequate liquidity already exists to support world
economic recovery.

246. While African countries should exploit all possi­
ble opportunities to increase the volume of external re­
source inflows, they should nevertheless be conscious of
the limitations and difficulties likely to limit their success.
The competition for foreign resources is grow,ing steadily
more intense, in consequence of which recipient nations
could risk ending up losing more in the way of other
benefits than they receive in the shape of increased in­
flows. The growing relative scarcity of foreign capital
might well make it more expensive; and its phenomenal
mobility - and, indeed, its instability· makes it increasingly
hard to acquire and control.

247. In the circumstances, African Governments
need to mobilize domestic resources more intensively and
to ensure that investment resources as a whole are used
more efficiently. The goal of self-reliant growth. whose
banner African countries raised in the lagos Plan of Action.
may now be inaccessible because of restricted access to
foreign resources. The situation is fraught with challenges
and opportunities for the African people and their Govern­
ments. If they are to rise to the occasion. they must create
a conducive environment by maintaining political stability
and pursuing appropriate economic policies.

248.People must strive to increase domestic savings
and Governments must assist by intensifying efforts to
mobilize resources through appropriate fiscal, monetary,
commercial and exchange-rate policies. Financial institu-
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tions should be expanded and widely dispersed through­
out the countries, instead of maintaining the present urban
bias. Countries must intensify efforts to diversify exports
in order to generate additional foreign resources.

6. Erasing the debt burden

249. On the outlook for a solution to the African debt
problem, there is scope for both hope and pessimism. The
elements for hope may be found in the pronouncements
made by the international community at various fora,
including that of the Summit of the Group of Seven at
Naples, Italy, the Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement
at Jakarta, Indonesia, and the meetings of the Board of
Governors of IMF and the World Bank. The international
community and African countries are agreed that more
needs to be done in order to bring the debt stocks of most
African countries to sustainable levels and that durable
solutions would invariably have to include more conces­
sional terms for debt rescheduling and the cancellation of
a larger proportion of the debt stocks. However, two
things remain to be agreed upon: whether finding lasting
solutions will need to be dealt with on a case-by-case basis
or at a subregional and/or regionallevef; and what condi­
tionalities should be attached to such debt relief. Those
are the issues that will occupy African countries and the
international community in 1995 and beyond. Pessimism
as to whether a durable solution to the African debt
problem can emerge in 1995 springs from the fact that,
while a general consensus has emerged as to what the
main elements of a lasting solution ought to be. implemen­
tation of appropriate measures by the international com­
munity has been dragging. That now appears to be the
only stumbling block.
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Table I. BASIC INPICATORS

1993 GDP I 1993 I 1993 1993
IN US $ POPULATION GDP PER HEAD CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

AT 1990 PRo IN'ooo AT'90 PRICES 1990=100-
::::~NOB1$fAFF'UOA.(':)f>H':> ,:';:,.:::'::):(its.95.6.lf ::;:.:: ,,',' ',>:,'::': :::/J,50881t:
ALGERIA , 56649 27045
EGYPT I 52642 I 55963 I 941 I 12.5

4.3

5.2
101.4SUDAN I 10459 I 27364 I 382

T~AAFA'CA ':"":' .•:1-::",..." ,n"." ", ·,~;,I:}<.' .:::.....,.<'2':::1·<,.< ',', .' .,. ,,1:IL:.::}:<,/··,n.:; .:,,:'.,., ...., ,., ~f2::'

MOROCCO I 25924 1 26909 I 963
LIBYA I 29161 1 5035 I 5792

BENIN 1 20851 50671 411 I 0.1
BURKINA I 30051 9773 I 307 I 0.6
CAPE VERDE I 409 1 395 I 1035 I 22.1
COTE D'IVOIRE' 97471 134141 727 I 2.8
GAMBIA I 354 1 930 I 381 I 6.5
GHANA 1- 7006 16422 427 25.0
GUINEA I 30311 6296 I 481 I 7.1
GUINEA BISSAU I 281 I 1027 I 274 I 48.1

LIBERIA ~I 17971 2840 I 6331 80.0
MALI 2665 10118 263 -0.3
MAURITANIA I 11541 2203 I 524 I 9.3
NIGER I 2399/ 85141 282 I ~1.2

NIGERIA I 38851 I 119056 I 326 I 57.2
SENEGAL i 5784 I 7937 I 729 I -0.6
SIERRA LEONE I --- 7931---- - 4491 I 177 I 22.2

1303 387'9
:>..":: ..,..". ,>.:, '••. '." •••.•.•.. :.. 32142':-':'" ··:\:<::/:::/·:XSU14&:,

1379 5980 231 9.7
CAMEROON I 101241 127441 7941 23.0
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1993GDP 1993 1993 1993
IN US$ POPULATION GDPPERHEAD CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

AT 1990 PA. IN '000 AT '90 PRICES 1990=100
CONGO 2978 2436 1222

...

2.4
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 167 380 439 ...
GABON 5720 1276 4483 1.5
RWANDA 2631 7768 339 12.4
SAOTOME&P. 55 131 420 ...
ZAIRE 6216 41061 151 1986.9
:·:••j;:&SOOTHEAN?A~·.. : ....:><::'::::i~::: .... </..•.......... :

.••~:t • .......... .::. '.. .·.::.6«1t .•.".;c•.•"...•..: ....: ..•..•..•.:•.:.•.•.•.....:.:.. ,·.··::&ii,f:
ANGOLA 9061 10259 883 ...
BOTSWANA 3854 1350 2855 14.3
COMOROS 261 605 431 ...
DJIBOUTI 477 481 992 ...
ETHIOPIA 5516 54468 101 7.4
KENYA 8820 26036 339 45.8
LESOTHO 660 1908 346 15.0
MADAGASCAR 3028 13235 229 10.0
MALAWI 2052 10565 194 34.1
MAURITIUS 2988 1108 2697 10.5
WOZAMBIQUE 1342 15440 87 .42.2-_._- ..
NAMIBIA 2383 1583 1505 8.5

.SEYCHELLES 394 75 5253 1.3
SOFv1ALlA 539 9531 57 ...
SOUTH AFRICA 103863 40774 2547 9.7
SWAZILAND 985 832 1184 17.0

.. .

TANZANIA 2746 28702 96 23.5
UGANDA 4213 19188 220 6.1
ZAMBIA 3569 8851 403 189.0
ZIMBABWE 6781 10560 642 . 27.6
TOTAL AFRICA 465902 699840 2673 148.3
Source : ECA secretariat
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Table 2. Gross Domestic Product (1990 prices)

Gross Domestic Product I Growth rate
Sub-region/Country Million dollars (at 1990 m'ces)
===,==~===d~~~1980 1985 1993 1994 1980-94 1985-94 1994

:·":P€.t~,:~:~~::,<:"':t~t@~lgMiliMJ~;::~®M~hl$it~M:mMf :.f@KM_~i{ttM'_~:gMIIIBjff :~mtm:¥'::"::':~:":: .:':':'"3 m@m111Ml@2f.4M ~gtf$~fd{Mtl~~ m1@%M%t\f~j
Al2eria 44913 56396 56649 57067 1.7 0.1 0.7
E2VDt 33511 47029 52642 54063 3.5 1.6 2.7
Libva 27834 27346 29161 29541 0.4 0.9 1.3
Morocco 17336 20434 25924 27790 3.4 3.5 7.2
Sudan 8175 8356 10459 10639 1.9 2.7 1.7
Tunisia 8035 10575 14729 15687 4.9 4.5 6.5

Benin 1483 1717 2085 2183 2.8 2.7 4.7
Burkina Paso 1553 1978 3005 3174 5.2 5.4 5.6
Cape Verde 242 287 409 433 4.2 4.7 5.9
Cote d'Ivoire 10548 10130 9747 9823 -0.5 -0.3 0.8
Gambia 242 215 354 333 2.3 5.0 -5.9
Ghana 5070 4983 7006 7568 2.9 4.8 8.0
Guinea 2111 2306 3031 3176 3.0 3.6 4.8
Guinea Bissau 140 155 281 289 5.3 7.2 2.8
Liberia 2416 2305 1797 1184 -5.0 -7.1 -34.1
Mali 1981 1994 2665 2770 2.4 3.7 3.9
Mauritania 970 927 1154 1202 1.5 2.9 4.2
Ni2er 2499 2343 2399 2468 -0.1 0.6 2.9
NUzeria 35053 30013 38851 39667 0.9 3.1 2.1
Senel!al 4470 4944 5784 5861 2.0 1.9 1.3
Sierra Leone 798 783 793 814 0.1 0.4 2.6
T020 1365 1324 1303 1389 0.1 0.5 6.6

::~:.-... ,····;··:··;:~jii=:~~:::;:'>.;%Willw.~!r%Ji1MllMiMM!}11@t~ tHHM\fBII :tt¥Nt_ :~M!1W:;;"::0':"(,, "::% ~!HH'!tt::r~w~~:~l~ ~*:}mitE*JiWD1!l ]@tMiM%iMM!tlf :&~:Mnt%M*;J!4;~.
Bunmdi 671 903 1379 1402 5.4 5.0 1.7
Cameroon 7828 14385 10124 9970 1.7 -4.0 -1.5
Central African Republic 1329 1479 1478 1562 1.2 0.6 5.7
Chad 826 1078 1394 1455 4.1 3.4 4.4
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I Growth rate
Sub-region/Country

1993 I 1994 I 1980-94 I 1985-94 I 1994
Coneo 1717 . 2878 2978 2872 3.7 -0.0 -3.6
Equatorial Guinea 142 143 167 168 1.2 1.8 0.6
Gabon 5096 6294 5720 5816 0.9 -0.9 1.7
Rwanda 2072 2389 2631 1359 -3.0 -6.1 -48.3
Sao Tome & Princiue 84 77 55 56 -2.9 -3.5 1.8
Zaire 7834 8477 6216 5759 -2.2 -4.2 -7.4

t~:;;<~\.<;~···~:("·:~::';;<.::.:: '::..::;;:..::::~:~~. ? ...:.. ::t'~~*'%r~i~Hl!ilfJ. Mtff.*~::~! ::~~~ @f.%I~~_ $illt~_ ~WH#M_ :@}MtN:~~:mWI% @$WIT~~m\1t.i tifM~fM.!ml~t.$

ADJ~ola 8150 8940 9061 8529 0.3 -0.5 -5.9
Botswana 1224 2105 3854 3949 8.7 7.2 2.5
Comoros 193 229 261 269 2.4 1.8 3.1
Diibouti 421 445 477 479 0.9 0.8 0.4
Ethionia 5068 5043 5516 5637 0.8 1.2 2.2
Kenva 5759 6829 8820 9044 3.3 3.2 2.5
Lesotho 384 413 660 651 3.8 5.2 -1.4
Mada2ascar 2722 2591 3028 3094 0.9 2.0 2.2
Malawi 1382 1612 2052 1851 2.1 1.5 -9.8
Mauritius 1462 1823 2988 3192 5.7 6.4 6.8
Mozambiaue 1363 1064 1342 1369 0.0 2.8 2.0
Namibia 1986 1942 2383 2590 1.9 3.3 8.7
Seychelles 272 291 394 394 2.7 3.4 0.0
Somalia 555 632 539 426 -1.9 -4.3 -21.0
South Africa 86484 95061 103863 109149 1.7 1.5 5.1
Swaziland 365 491 985 982 7.3 8.0 -0.3
Tanzania 1961 2076 2746 2827 2.6 3.5 2.9
Uganda 2562 2872 4213 4516 4.1 5.2 7.2
zambia 3807 3970 3569 3603 -0.4 -1.1 1.0
Zimbabwe 5049 - 5949 6781 7('f}5 2.5 2.0 4.6

Hl~·:*::«···/ i ~.<-;:x'W~~·~::"!-:·:·~~:MMrrf:JtW@%Wl~~@It%~:jMIMf""?~h :t~Nr_jm l%.11t_··i%f;i~%_;1.Mlt~:@MWJmiI11~ltMf~ftt;WMt.i$~MtMtU&!1It
Source: ECA Secretariat

•
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Table 3. Al¢cultural Indicators

Agriculture Food production
Arable land in Million $ per head
Ha er head at 1990 rices Index 1979-81=100

1991 1994 1985 1992

Ahreria 0.29 6548 114.3 124.2 122.3 217.8
EiMlt 0.05 8670 105.4 117.5 268.5 148.9
Libya 0.44 1177 95.4 96.3 61.2 453.9
Morocco 0.36 4769 111.4 101.6 112.4 78.1
Sudan 0.48 4266 92.8 82.9 213.8 47.1
Tunisia 0.58 2182 121.7 115.6 262.0 114.2

'e~:~:;::::;':·::~:::¥.;~~:;:::::::1g;i1i;~~;~:n!m~~~@i.:~:i:fI:~ij~:IWH&W; .;:i@mtmjj:!!j::!:m~If(jJt.t @m~:::t~H~E%M_!j!' j;j~t:l~!:%!:tj@[_~ J;M::~t1ill:)m:rlm~:: :,;;:~ .~:. ?ll!} .~' ;~::::::W

Benin 0.38 836 114.2 117.1 110.1 46.7
Burkina Faso 0.37 1313 111.7 129.0 245.3 19.7
Cave Verde 0.10 193 84.6 105.7 15.6 202.8
Cote d'Ivoire 0.29 3646 99.0 89.3 92.2 53.8
Gambia 0.20 87 100.6 90.1 135.8 115.6
Ghana 0.17 3351 104.9 107.9 60.8 22.9
Guinea 0.12 751 95.7 95.5 167.3 51.5
Guinea Bissau 0.34 130 108.3 104.5 170.0 66.2
Liberia 0.14 569 98.9 63.3 40.0 66.8
Mali 0.21 1220 94.1 91.1 219.8 24.5
Mauritania 0.10 323 86.5 79.1 34.6 168.8
Nie:er 0.44 980 67.9 77.3 273.9 18.5
Nie:eria 0.28 12922 100.7 125.2 109.0 7.0
Senelral 0.30 1156 109.5 96.4 110.9 107.0
Sierra Leone 0.15 238 94.0 79.4 109.3 44.0
TOlro 0.18 605 91.1 97.2 122.1 67.5

Burundi 0.23 624 100.7 88.8 53.2" 5.6
Cameroon 0.57 3007 95.6 74.9 73.4 46.2
Central African Republic 0.63 734 89.5 93.0 23.4 8.8
Chad 0.55 559 97.8 102.6 156.2 13.1
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Agriculture
Arable land in Million $
Ha er head at 1990 rices

1991 1994
CODJW 0.07 336 97.9 91.3 11.4 43.0
EQuatorial Guinea 0.62 79 .. .. .. 26.1
Gabon 0.37 536 83.5 81.2 20.2 60.1
Rwanda 0.15 864 98.3 78.0 40.1 2.7
Sao Tome & Princine 0.29 11 75.2 59.9 7.9 67.2
Zaire 0.20 2245 100.5 92.1 34.6 . 8.1

Anj?;ola 0.35 1578 88.3 79.2 47.0 33.6
Botswana 1.07 193 78.5 60.8 11.4 79.8
Comoros 0.17 107 87.1 81.9 24.0 83.4
Diibouti 4.96 13 .. .. .. 171.1
Ethiopia 0.26 2231 88.1 81.9 132.4 16.1
Kenya 0.10 2149 100.5 99.8 119.8 14.0
Lesotho 0.18 70 83.9 55.4 47.5 57.1
Madagascar 0.24 972 96.5 81.6 204.2 9.5
Malawi 0.17 513 84.1 56.2 67.0 12.5
Mauritius 0.10 247 104.4 114.3 1.8 170.2
Mozambique 0.22 537 91.2 61.3 15.9 33.7
Namibia 0.43 325 72.3 65.2 20.9
Seychelles I 0.09 I 16 I .. I .. I 0.0
Somalia I 0.11 I 360 I .. I .. I 21.9
South Africa I I 5283

214.1
22.2

Swaziland t 0.26 I 108
Tanzania I 0.12 I 1323
Uganda I 0.36 I 2225
zambia I 0.61 I 670
Zimbabwe I 0.27 I 1198

Source; F. A. 0.; ECA secretariat

. .

96.9
94.0
95.4
93.5

113.6

76.3
74.2
90.8
70.6
42.9

72.1
127.4
87.8
69.7
47.9

71.1
5.0
1.5

12.8
13.2
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Table 4, Production and consumption of selected energy types, 1.992

Total
.f"ii:iJ, ,

:::):~:X~;7i.:;!'· ".

Alaeria 199 18286 1594 1251
IEavot I 35.100 I 9700J 450001_,_ ._ 704 1 38612 I 1251
Lib'lan Arab Jamahirtva I 16950 I 01 16950 I 34581 16858 I 512
Morocco I 9344 I 981 I 10325 I 405 I 10661 I 326
Sudan I 385 I 940 I 1325 I 61 I 16341 274
Tunisia 90 211
. :.:: :··.:'·:i:P.RlcA·< '..': ..".. , .... '•. ····'·:10989::;><· '. ·;·,;27a7

Benin 5 0 57
Burkina Faso 1 195 I 0 I 1951 28 I 266 ! 95
Caoe Verde I 37 I 0 I 37 I 133 I 51 I 2
Cote d'ivoire I 785 I 1065 I 1850 I 209 I 2697 I 188
Gambia I 71 I 0 I 71 I 104 I 94 I 12
Ghana I 42 I 611 0 I 6152 I 140 I 2235 I 217

i Guinea I 345 I 186 I 531 I 83 I 506 I 51
Guinea Bissau I 41 I 0 I 41 I 98 I 99 I 7
Liberia 1 300 I 160 I 460 I 55 I 151 I 54
Mali I l26 I 187 I 313 I 23 I 230 I 62
Mauritania I 120 I 26 I 146 I 621 I 1331 I 39
Nicer I 171 I 0 I 171 I 59 I 487 I 63
....:_--'- I 8600 I 3200 I 11800 I 2071 23897 I 1742
Sanaaal I 762 I 0 I 762 I 151 I 1'170 I 83
Sierra Leone I 230 I 0 I 230 I 40 I 1T1 ! 36

T~. ~. 551 5 j I 781 2921 19r::;::WAliQAi:t. >,.·.•\; ....•:::·:.I.'.·:··.•• .••.•.••..•. ::/:::581.:ci:5:.::.\\...i:l.j:1l3ti,.:.·...::':':::;110:':·::;:):':::;'::':"}',:B·:;:n:·::::i:..:,..:\\i.}.: .:'.: .••. ;\ .::U:tKn:U;:
I Burundi . 2 105 107 .. 18 106 48
Cameroon I 75 I 2645 I 2720 I 99 ! 1211 I 150

ICentral African RepUblic I 18 1 78 r---~ 35 1 112 1 33
Chad 85.0 85 21 122 39



I Sub-reoionlCountrv
Conaa
EQuatorial Guinea
Gabon

I ......

I Sao Tome & PrinCiOe

Botswana

A-8

Electricity Production Commercial energy
by type . con min Total energy

in million KW/h Per capita Total requirement
Thennal Hvdro _Total Kiloaramme_ (,COO Tons) ('000 Teraioules

3 I 425 I 428 I 336 I 795 I 45
171 2 I 19 I 152 I 56 I 6

207 I 712 I 919 I 855 I 10581 59
4 I 181 I 185 I 30 I 224 I 59
7 I 8 I 151 290 L 36 I 1

\i"i;:;@ii1:i1t;ii~::hi:k:j:il~:t@iiti;G!_t:m¥i\;:ii&jgjiN@ ii:;;;8:
480 1375 1855 91 896 62

Comoros
Diibouti
Eritrea
Ethiooia
Kenva
Lesotho
Madaa~

IMalawi
Mauritius
Mozambiaue
Namibia
Sevchelles

ISomalia
ISouth Africa

14
180

158
419

249
16

812
440

109
258

2
o

1099
2796

320
776
113
50

o
o

16
180

1257
3215

569
792
925
490

109
258

53 31 1
1~h ho.'i 18

," .. -
29 1519 4n

113 2851 469
'" ... ...

38 487 92
36 377 107

583 640 36
33 496 162
... ...

986 71 I --2.
85

Swaziland I 200 I 216 I 416
Un~ecl Reo. of Tanzania I 277 I 624 I 901 I 35 I 963 I 352
Uoanda I 6 I 7801 786 I 28 I 528 I 147
zambia I 40 1 7740 1_ n80 I 201 J 1740 I 182

~,i_;f):,)~X::::::;J':JtIH{::?,:{:I::::::tJ::·::}:l,.<tnI:~t=m:I:.::i:l>::::N::f':;::;:::1:dl::::I.m::2I::('::,:I~&~ii;{I:::II:;2ill'I.:~l:s:;j(::::::·:r::{:::::{:.:
Source: UN, Energy Statistics Yearbook, 1992 and ECA Secretariat

... = Not available.
• 4

, .
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Table 5. Merchandise Trade: Value and Average Growth Rate (million US dollars)

••

Growth rate (%)

Exports Imports Balance of trade
,SUb-regionJ Exnorts Imoorts

loountrv 1988 1992 1993 1988 1992 1993 1988 1992 1993 93/88 93/92 93/88 93/92
r··~···::~~~~:~~~~~~;~~:~~l1lg~~~*tWJ~~i·~;~t~~~!~

~j~~·;·:::':-:2m-{.~ ;::~~~~~=: ~~Ufim;~: ~l&~~~~~~ ~%t~j;~ -;lUiijjill N#fiiii ftift1tfiit ~@w~~;amt~t&!f. ltm~JtlB:

Alaeria 7620 12150 10330 6675 6290 7770 945 5860 2560 63 -15.0 3.1 23.5
E2VPt 2770 3055 3300 9378 7475 7358 -6608 -4420 -4058 3.6 8.0 -4.7 -1.6

Libva 5653 9974 7680 5762 8100 8200 -109 1874 -520 6.3 -23.0 7.3 1.2

Morocco 3624 3977 3424 4337 6693 6515 -713 -2716 -3091 -1.1 -13.9 85 -2.7
Sudan 427 213 185 949 810 600 -522 -597 -415 -15.4 -133 -8.8 -25.9

Tunisia 2396 4033 3804 3444- 5985 5796 -1048 -1952 -1992 9.7 -5.7 11.0 -3.2

~~m~im~t~~~fj~!~1~~~l~R1;:~Mmtiji%114:-: ,~~~r::':-:~": .....~:. ,.MUift) :@i~t~~ ~Mjlmii: $1.Jjlri@ fmMiji!( )~~iitii~ HWW#lEit ~~W~%r¥ii£i1 ~tj#I$E: htMt~iit
Benin 379 369 333 511 552 571 -132 -183 -239 -2.6 -9.9 23 3.6

Burkina F8$o 249 288 277 487 642 643 -238 -355 -367 2.1 -3.8 5.7 0.2

Cape Verde 3 4 4 106 173 173 -103 -169 -169 5.9 0.0 103 0.0

Cote d'Ivoire 2691 2880 2734 1769 1886 1662 922 994 1072 0.3 -5.1 -1.2 -11.8

Gambia 83 147 191 106 178 275 -23 -31 -84 18.1 29.7 21.0 54.7

Ghana 881 986 1020 993 1457 1661 -112 -470 -641 3.0 3.4 10.8 14.0

Guinea 651 620 993 641 770 758 10 -150 235 8.8 60.2 3.4 -1.6
Guinea Bissau 16 7 16 60 83 54 -44 -77 -38 0.1 146.2 -2.2 -35.5

Liberia 396 200 160 236 150 188 161 50 -28 -16.6 -20.0 4.5 25.0

Mali 252 339 344 359 483 464 -lOS -144 -120 6.4 1.3 5.2 -4.0

Mauritania 438 407 330 349 461 344 89 -55 -14 -5.5 -18.9 .Q.3 -25.4
Nil!et 369 266 283 393 266 244 -24 -1 39 -5.1 6.7 -9.1 -8.4
Ni,;ena 6875 11887 10900 4270 7476 7100 2605 4411 3800 9.7 -8.3 10,7 -5.0

Seneltal 679 832 723 956 1200 1105 -277 -368 -383 1.3 -13.1 2.9 -1.9
Sierra Leone 102 150 36 137 140 24 -35 10 12 -18.8 -76.0 -29.2 -82.6

TOEo 435 322 215 505 418 249 -69 -96 -34 -13.2 -33.4 -13.2 40.5
Central Africa 6631 6284 6140 5083 3532 4041 1548 2752 2099 -1.5 -2.3 -4.5 14.4
Bunmdi 132 80 75 179 182 173 -47 -102 -. -98 -10.7 .6.5 -0.7 -5.0

Cameroon 1841 1934 1144 1221 983 928 620 951 217 -9.1 -40.8 -5.3 -5.7
CAR 130 124 277 184 165 318 -54 -42 41 16.3 124.4 11.5 92.6
Chad 146 182 136 228 243 201 -83 -61 -66 -1.4 -25.S -2.5 -17.2
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Growth rate (%)

Exports Imports Balance of trade

Sub-region! Ex1Xll1S Imoorts
counttv 1988 1992 1993 1988 1992 1993 1988 1992 1993 93/88 93/92 93188 93/92

ConRO 843 1119 1108 523 438 491 321 741 617 5.6 -6.0 -1.2 12.0
i&. Guinea 45 28 72 37 48 63 8 -20 9 9.9 160.1 11.5 32.1

Gabon 1196 2259 2150 791 886 845 404 1373 1305 12.4 -4.8 1.3 4.6

Rwanda ~08 67 67 258 200 200 -149 -133 -133 -9.2 0.0 -5.0 0.0

Sao Tome & Pri. 12 5 6 18 25 31 -7 -20 -25 -11.9 13.0 11.3 22.6

Zaire 2178 427 1106 1645 362 792 533 65 314 -127 159.2 -13.6 118.8
f:1V~;;tYt{~%!1tJ~\{@IW@t ~}nt<·:~·<:~~~:;i_~F_ t*n:;,~ mrJD.n):j ;i~:fWl_j tmt~ @k&iit~ tri:M&M Wl:tMtI l@kWlii i!.MnD: :;~mla;:
I Angola 2491 3805 2854 1372 1400 1337 1119 2405 1517 2.8 -25.0 -0.5 4.5
Botswana 1475 2312 1584 1017 2069 1438 458 243 146 1.4 -31.5 7.2 -30.5
Comoros 22 22 21 53 62 81 -31 -40 -60 -0.3 -4.1 9.0 31.1

Diibouti 23 58 58 181 442 442 -158 -384 -384 20.0 0.0 19.5 0.0

Ethiopia 400 170 243 956 993 785 -556 -823 -542 -9.5 42.8 -3.9 -21.0

Kenva 1070 1381 1343 1699 1565 1446 -629 -184 -102 4.6 -2.7 -3.2 -7.6
Lesotho 64 109 134 559 933 912 -496 -823 -778 16.0 22.7 10.3 -2.3

MadagMC8f 284 328 240 319 466 459 -35 -138 -219 -3.3 -26.8 7.5 -1.5
Malawi 297 413 423 253 442 316 44 -29 108 7.3 2.4 4.5 -28.6

Mauritius 1001 1290 1303 1163 1476 1546 -162 -186 -243 5.4 1.0 5.9 4.8
Mozambique 103 139 132 662 770 860 -559 -631 -728 5.1 -5.0 53 11.7

Namibia 947 1318 1305 919 1286 1130 28 32 174 6.6 -1.0 4.2 -12.1

SeYchelles 32 48 51 138 167 165 -107 -119 -114 9.9 6.3 3.5 -1.5
Somalia 58 76 76 216 87 87 -158 -11 -11 5.3 0.0 -16.1 0.0

South Africa 21991 23645 23925 17462 18297 17980 4529 5348 5945 1.7 1.2 0.6 -1.7
Swaziland 466 608 651 441 698- 775 25 -90· -124 6.9 7.1 11.9 H.O

Tanzania 272 416 346 692 1348 1102 -420 -931 -757 4.9 -17.0 9.8 -18.2
Uganda 266 151 197 524 422 475 -257 -211 -278 -5.9 30.1 -1.9 12.5

Zambia 1189 1100 1013 687 810 802 S02 290 211 -3.2 -7.9 3.1 -1.0
Zimbabwe 1665 1528 1609 1164 1782 1487 501 -255 122 -0.7 5.3 5.0 -16.6

~:",:::~~+~~u~:,·:·::'tmM@:Nt~j[K~/:;!:f $@':~'E~~~' ;,m:~; l1t~l tf$ifjjj~ IJMBii1 I@.ii~ {rHn:~. t.tfiMB; ,%fW_:i lj%tf.~j;'Mj~: MM~~tigl :1JMlal: ~ttW¥irii
Source: International Financial Statistics, IMF; ECA secretariat.

'~
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Table 6. External Public Debt and Debt service ratios. 1993

••

Debt stock ($US Million) DEBT SERVICE as
Sub-regionICountry per cent Amount per cent per cent
~~~=~===~Lo:;;n~a·~term Short-term Total of GOP (SUS Million) of GOP of XGS1r
__MfM1tWfttMtMr~~~J@@_ MN¥f:r':" '. v '1@tf@ttttl/l1ll ;iii!~@!@t~lI~ t1J{t~~tt:~WM!!a~1; ¥:mt~[;~Wl@MI.]~it %~Mtii~!f@lW .... '&::;tj
Alaeria 24587 1171 25758 55.0 9146 19.5 76.9
Eavot 37204 3422 £i.r.ft?~ 96.7 2407 5.7 15.2
Ubvan Arab Jamahiriva 3000 1833 4833 17-3 765 2.7 7.4
Morocx:o 20660 n1 21431 80.5 2614 9.8 30.7
Sudan 9490 7071 16561 55.9 20 0.1 1.3
Tunisia 7627 1074 8701 59.5 1350 9.2 20.2

.~ .., ;.' ~;~; ::.', ···,.:~m@;~~~~:::!l:1fMtm;t:k:!~tilimJ~ :!:i;1!;::H:!~ lB~K1::FW~:: Wlf¥NB1K r,i:S::M@@lIMWMjJU ·t.f#Mtr~~:m~:~rtlllt :1i~Rjl+jHi;mI.111H

Benin 1409 78 1487 68.7 34 1.6 7.2
Burkina Faso 1093 52 1145 40.2 34 1.2 7.0
Caoe Verde 149 9 158 54.9 5 1.7 4.4
Cote d~lvoire 13167 5979 19146 200.2 964 10.1 30.0
Gambia 349 37 386 154.4 28 11.2 12.7
Ghana 3378 1212 4590 65.6 2n 4.0 22.8
Guinea 2675 1B8 2863 95.4 84 2.8 12.8
Guinea-Ri~11 634 58 692 384.4 4 2.2 11 .1
Uberia 1070 855 1925 128.3 21 1.4 14.0
Mati 2506 144 2650 93.4 26 0.9 6.1
Mauritania 1960 243 2203 183.6 125 10.4 27.2
Niaer 1535 170 1705 75.2 93 4.1 31.3
Niaeria 28558 3973 32531 87.3 1831 4.9 16.8

I :;alll:SUClJ 3060 708 3768 58.7 118 1.8 9.0
Sierra Leone 728 660 1388 252.4 20 3.6 12.1

ITooo 1128 164 1292 97.9 27 2.0 8.4
t_JWHf@f1gf:{~ ~t@M:_~ :tlliW%_@~M?M!i_;t%~Mt:~·N~M¥m$M*~~..t :W~@!tiff~&~I!~2£&i t~WmttJ:@t:if.l~;
Bun.mdi 99963 1062 106.2 36 3.6 40.9
COJln:mJUn 5683 918 660161.2- 444 41 21.8
Central African Reoublic 797 107 904 60.0 9 0.6 4.7
Chad 705 52 757 51.0 12 0.8 7.1
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Debt stock ($US Million) DEBT SERVICE as
Sub-region/Country per cent Amount per cent per cent

Lona-1e_rJn Short-tenn Total of GDP (SUS Million) of GDP_ of XGS*
I~nnl'ln 4097 974 5071 187.6 126 4.7 10.6
Eouatorial Guinea 219 49 268 129.3 1 0.5 1.6
Gabon 2889 928 3817 65.5 147 2.5 6.0
Rwanda 836 74 910 56.3 6 0.4 5.0
Sao Tome & Princioe 226 28 254 635.0 3 7.5 25.0
~ ~~ ~~ ........2§.. 0.51
~:: {" ...~ r~. < ...,,' .:= ;:~'. :'.;,~;;~~~ ¥An_t.}@J&&DI%r.hMtt_[W§%t_ EM1~~1~J~!@illl_tti[~@@f.gtgW.J-MJM@tK ~. '.' ill
Anaola 7727 1928 9655 156.3 153 2.5 5.3
Botswana 666 8 674 20.6 88 2.7 3.2
Comoros 169 15 184 73.6 . 3 1.2 5.9
DHbouti 192 33 225 59.2 10 2.6 2.8
;Ethiooia 4530 199 4729 140.7 69 2.1 9.0
Kenva 5721 1272 6993 125.6 652 11.7 28.0
Lesotho 472 40 512 65.8 32 4.1 5.5
Madaaascar 3920 674 4594 136.3 69 .2.0 14.3
Malawi 1724 98 1822 99.5 74 4.0 22.0
Mauritius 884 115 999 32.1 127 4.1 6.0

I· • . I~ 4668 596 5264 373.3 n 5.5 20.7
Namibia 53 15 58 2.3 '0 0.0 0.0
sevchelles 138 25 163 34.7 18 3.8 6.4
SomaJia 1897 604 2501 357.3 0 0.0 0.0
ISouth Africa 9434 5407 14841 13.3 4239 3.8 15.4
ISwaziland 218 8 226 22.5 24 2.4 3.8
ToOIlLn.1I;n 6746 777 7523 36(t6 155 7.4· 25.1
UUQI~ 2617 439 3056 95.5 302 9.4 121.3
zambia 4679 2109 6788 204.9 349 10.5 32.8
Zimbabwe 3287 882 4169 104.2 627. 15.7 32.3

IF;'''-::'>:~~~:~;i:*:<i~Nil%wlfMM1MtMm~t 21__ JJ&i&{~:,·:<·'.':· :.' ......\ mWMM: :.'. <. :;~.~ @~~M~r.Mt~_ i~liliiH*1~1~.l@ttfM¥H.!i)

Source: ECA secretariat calculation based on the World Bank·s World Debt Tables 1994-1995; Various Sources.
* XGS = Export of goods and services .
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Table 7. Social Indicators - Education

,.

Subregion/country

School I Primary education
Enrolment ratio enrolment ratio

1990 I 1992

Adult female
literacy rate

1990

Adult
literacy rate

1990

Scientists!
Technicians

Per '000
1991

Ale:eria 95.5
E2VDt I 66 I 101.0 I 34 I 48.5
Libya I.. I .. I 50 I 62.5
Morocco I 37 I 66.0 I 38 I 49.5
Sudan I 27 I 49.5 I 12 I 27.5
Tunisia I 62 I 116.5 I 56 I 65.0

-••z.,' • _ :~:

Burkina Faso I 17 I 37.5 I 9 I 18.5
Cape Verde I 49
Cote d'Ivoire I 37 I 69.5 I 40 I 53.5
Gambia I 29 I 0.0

6.0

0.4

Ghana 1 46 I 76.5 I 51 I 60.5 I 1.5
Guinea 1 19 I 37.0 I 13 I 24.0
Guinea Bissau I 25 I 59.5 I 24 I 37.0
Liberia I.. I 39.5 I 29 I 39.5
Mali I.. I 25.5 I 24 I 32.5
Mauritania I 25 I 55.5 I 21 I 34.0
Niger I 14 I 29.0 I 17 I 28.5
Nie:eria I 37 I 70.5 I 40 I 51.0 I 1.0
Senee:al I 30 I 58.5 I 25 I 38.5
Sierra Leone I 29· I 47.5 I 11 I 21.0
Toe:o I 54 I 110.5 I 31 I 43.5 I 0.2

·r~;~;~~::::~:l~~ ;;..

Burundi 70.0
Cameroon
Central African Republic
Chad

52
35
29

101.0
68.5
65.0

43
25
18

545
38.5
30.0



Subregion/country

Comm
Eauatorial Guinea
Gabon
Rwanda

School
Enrolment ratio

1990

64

39

A-14

Primary education
enrolment ratio

1992

71.0

Adult female Adult
literacy rate literacy rate

1990 1990
44 57.0
.. ..

49 61.5
37 50.5

Scientists/
Technicians

Per '000
1991

0.2
Sao Tome & Princine
Zaire 38 75.5 61 72.5

An2:ola 91.0 29
Botswana I 64 I 118.5 I 65 I 74.5
Comoros I 34
Diibouti I 24
Ethionia I 17
Kenva I 58
Lesotho I 58
Madaf!ascar I 40
Malawi I 38
Mauritius I 57
Mozambique I 24
Namibia
Seychelles
Somalia
South Africa

25.0
·95.0
106.5
92.0
66.0
106.0
59.5
119.0

11.5

16
59

88
34
75
21

14
75

24.5
69.5

80.5
49.5
80.0
33.0

25.0
76.5

0.1

1.4

3.4

3.8

Swaziland
Tanzania
U1!anda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

64
32
41
47
66

69.0
71.0
96.5
119.0

31
35
65
60

46.5
48.5
73.0
67.0

4.4

Source: UNICEF, The State of the World's Children 1995; UNDP, Human Development Report 1994
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Table 8. Health Indicators

690
4840

1320

1870

2330

11110

POPULATION
Per Doctor

1990

88

99

93

70

Safe water
access
1990

(per '000)
INDEX NOR1H=l00*

Under 5
Mortality
rate 1993
(per '000)

Infant mortality
rate
1993

(per '000)

Life expectancy
(Years)

1992

Ali!eria 88 57 68
Egypt 82 46 59
Libva 84 67 100
Morocco 84 48 59
Sudan 69 77 128
Tunisia 90 30 36

Subregion/country

5130

7260
··9340

12500
14290
ooסס2

11690

11900

16670

25000

66670

ooסס2

33330

14290

ooסס5

33330

64

54

54

59

39

71
72

47

Benin 62 I 87 I 144
Burkina Faso 64 I 99/ 175
Cane Verde 90
Cote d'Ivoire 69 I 89 I 120
Gambia 60
Ghana 74 103 170
Guinea 59 133 226
Guinea Bissau 58 139 235
Liberia 73 145 217
Mali 61 120 217
Mauritania 64 116 202
Nie:er 62 191 320
Ni~ria 70 114 191
Senee:al 65 63 120
Sierra Leone 57 164 284
Togo 73 84 135

Cameroon
Central African ReDublic
Chad

74
63
63

71
104
121

113
177
206

12500
25000
33330
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Life expectancy Infant mortality Under 5 Safe water POPULATION
(Years) rate Mortality access Per Doctor

1992 1993 rate 1993 1990 1990
Subregion/country I (per '000) (per tOOO) (ner ~OOO)

INDEX NORTH=l00*
Coneo 69 I 82 109 21 8320
Eauatorial Guinea 63
Gabon 53 93 154 ... 2790
Rwanda 62 81 141 66 ooסס5

Sao Tome & Princine ... ... ... ... 1940
Zaire 69 120 187 33 ...

A ..~~l~ 61 170 292 34 14290
Botswana 81 43 56... 5150
Comoros 74 12290
Diibouti 65 86 4180
Ethionia 62 120 204 28 33330
Kenva 79 61 90 50 71430
Lesotho 80 107 156 48 18610
Mada2ascar 55 110 164 ... 8330
Malawi 60 141 223. . ooסס5

Mauritius 93 19 22 100 1180
Mozambiaue 62 164 282... ooסס5

Namibia 78 62 79 4620
Seychelles ... ...... 2170
Somalia 62 125 211 14290
South Africa 83 53 69 1640
Swaziland 77 J8820
Tanzania 69 108 167 51 33330
Deanda 57 111 185 15 25000
zambia 61 114 203 48 11110
Zimbabwe 75 58 83... 62500

Source: UNICEF~ The State of the World's Children~ 1993

UNDP, Human Development Report, 1993

oj< ALL FIGURES ARE EXPRESSED IN RELATION TO THE NORTH AVERAGE, WIDCH IS INDEXED TO EQUAL 100.

THE SMAll.ER THE FIGURE THE BIGGER THE GAP, THE CWSER THE FIGURE TO 100, THE SMALLER THE GAP AND A FIGURE OF 100+

INDICATES THAT THE COU1'.'T,Y IS ;srll1'ER THA..~ THE NORTH AVERAGE... . . .~

( .~­
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