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INTRODUCTION

1. The present annual report of the Economic Commission for Africa covers the period 7 May 1993 to

5 May 1994.

It has been prepared in accordance with paragraph 18 of the Commlssmn s terms of

reference and was adopted by the Commission on 4 May 1994.

CHAPTER |

. MATTERS CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

A. Matters calling for action by the Council

2. At the twenty-ninth session of the Commis-
sion/twentieth meeting of the Conference of African
Ministers responsible for economic and social
development and planning held in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia from 2 to 5 May 1994, the Conference of
Ministers recommended the following draft resolu-
tions and declarations for adoption by the Council:

Draft resolution

Effective _implementation of the
United Nations New Agenda for

the Development of Africa in the

1990s (UN-NADAF)

The Conference of Ministers,

770 {XXIX).

Bearing in mind its memorandum to the Ad
Hoc Committee of the Whole of the United Nations
General Assembly on the Final Review and Appraisal
of the Implementation of the United Nations Pro-
gramme of Action for African Economic Recovery
and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD),

Recalling General Assembiy resolution 46/151
of 18 December 1991 and its annexes on the
assessment of the implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1886-1990 and the
United Nations New Agenda for the Development of
Africa in the 1990s, respectively,

Realizing that while during the period of the
United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1930
African countries managed to fulfil many of their
undertakings, the donor community did not make
available the resources which they had promised,

Noting that the first two years of the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa
in the 1990s have been beset by inadequate
resources from the international donor community,

Mindful alsg of the fact that Africa’s social
and economic development is primarily the respon-
sibility of African Governments and people, in con-
cert ‘with the international community who have

accepted the principle of shared responsibility and
full partnership with Africa,

Bearing in mind the reports of the Secretary-
General on "Preliminary consideration of the imple-
mentation of the United Nations New Agenda for
the Development of Africa in the 1980s" on
"Need for and feasibility of the establishment of a
diversification fund for Africa’s commodities"? and
on "Financial resource flows to Africa™® submitted
to the forty-eighth session of the General Assembiy,

Having considered also the secretariat’s report
on the implementation of the New Agenda® and the
document on programme evaluation in the Econo-
mic Commission for Africa® which includes the pro-
gress report on the in-depth evaluation of Pro-
gramme 45,%

Taking note of General Assembly resolution
48/214 of 23 December 1993 on the New Agenda
which, inter alia, reiterated the expectations of the
New Agenda and the priority attached to it,

1. Notes with appreciation the sustained

efforts of the Secretary-General to ensure that
Africa’s social and economic development remains
on the agenda of the international community
throughout the 1990s;

2. Reaffirms the commitment of African
Governments to the long-term sustainable socio-
ecanomic development and growth of the region
through the successful implementation of the poli-
cies and priorities of the United Nations New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s;

3. Commends African Governments for
their demonstrated commitment to promote econo-
mic development by their adoption of the Abuja
Treaty establishing the African Economic Com-
munity whose objectives are consistent with those
of the New Agenda;

4, Recognizes the importance of the
regional dimension in Africa’s social and economic
development and the potential contributions of the
New Agenda in fostering it:

5. Affirms the need to strengthen colla-
boration between the Organization of African Unity,

ANNUAL REPORT 1



the African Development Bank and the Economic
Commission for Africa in undertaking actions to
promote the long-term socio-economic development
of the region;

6. Notes with appreciation the goodwill of
the Government of Japan in convening the Interna-
tional Conference on African Development, at
Tokyo on 5 and 6 October 1993, and in the Tokyo
Declaration adopted by that Conference;

7. Urges all African Governments to con-
tinue to take appropriate policy measures and
actions for the sustained socio-economic develop-
ment and growth of the region;

8. Renews its call to Africa’s development
partners, including the United Nations agencies,
organizations and programmes and the international
community at large, to fulfil their commitments to
support Africa’s efforts, particularly in relation to
resource flows to the region, the enhancement of
Africa’s access to markets and debt relief;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to
favourably consider, in the framework of the
restructuring of the Secretariat, possible institutional
arrangements, including additional resources and
other means to significantly strengthen capacity at
the Economic Commission for Africa to fulfil its co-
ordination, follow-up and monitoring role for the
implementation of the New Agenda;

10. Further requests the Executive Secre-
tary to closely monitor the implementation of the
New Agenda, especially those aspects related to
the mobilization of resources, and to report thereon
to the next Conference of Ministers.

Draft resofution If

776 (XXIX). Development _and strengthening

of the Economic Commission for .

Africa’s programme_activities in
the field of _natural resources,
energy_and marine affairs

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling Generai Assembly resolutions
32/197, 33/202, 44/211, 46/235, 47/199 and
A8/262 of 20 December 1977, 29 January 1979,
22 December 1989, 13 April 1992, 22 December
1992 and 20 December 1993, Economic and Social
Council resolutions 1987/10 and 1989/6 of 26 May
1987 and 22 May 1989 and Commission resolu-
tions 572 (XX1) and 602 (XXI}) of 21 April 1986
and 27 April 1987 respectively,

Endorsing the findings and conclusions of
self-evaluation of the Commission’s subprogrammes
concerned with natural resources, energy and
marine affairs carried out during the biennium 1992-
1993,

Mindful of the regrouping of the above-
mentioned sectors in the revised Medium-term Plan
1992-1997 and the relevant programme budget for
1994-1995 into a single subprogramme aimed at
enhancing the interrelationships between these
sectors to ensure greater programme impact,

Aware of the enhanced significance and
strategic importance of the present natural
resources subprogramme for sustaining the long-
term objectives of the Medium-term Plan, in parti-
cular with regard to the economic cocperation and
integration of the African continent in the context
of the Abuja Treaty, Agenda 21 and the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa
in the 1990s, ,

Recoqnizing the urgency involved in streng-
thening both the substantive and operational capa-
city of the subprogramme in order to enhance its
intended impact within the region,

Noting with concern the continued stagnation
of available resources, both regular and extrabud-
getary, required to carry out activities in support of
regional policies, programmes and projects in order
to strengthen the African countries’ capacities and
capabilities to fully explore, exploit and develop
their natural resources,

Highly appreciative of the initiatives taken by
the Secretary-General in the context of decentraliza-
tion to strengthen the regional commission’s acti-
vities in the area of natural resources development,
especially in the fields of mineral resources, water
resources, cartography and remote sensing, energy
and marine affairs,

Convinced that the current process of decen-
tralization of regular programme activities needs to
be supported by a corresponding decentralization of
extrabudgetary resources to complement and maxi-
mize existing regional capacities,

1. Appeals to all partners in operational
activities for African development to give due con-
sideration to the priorities assigned to the develop-
ment of natural resources within the Economic
Commission for Africa’s programme of work with a
view to funding related project activities;

2. Calls upon member States to facilitate
the implementation of the Commission’s activities
in natural resources development through effective
national institutional mechanisms, in particular with
regard to the follow-up of its recommendations
emanating from the self-evaluation of the relevant
subprogrammes featuring marine affairs, mineral
resources, water resources, energy and cartography
and remote sensing;

3. Further calls upon the Secretary-General
within the context of the restructuring of the
economic and social sectors of the United Nations
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to ensure the effective decentralization of relevant
global programmes and activities to the Commts-
sron

4, Reguests that an in-depth evaluation of
the subprogramme be undertaken dur:ng the 1994-
1995 biennium;

5. Also requests the Executive Secretary
to report on the implementation of this resolution at
the next meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

Draft resolution {lf

Enhancing the_capacity of
the Multinational _ Pro-

gramming and Operational

Centres (MULPOCs)

777 {(XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 311 {XIll) of 1 March
1977 establishing the Multinational Programming
and Operational Centres (MULPQCs),

Recalling_also its resolution 702 (XXV) of 19
May 1990 on transformation and strengthening of
the MULPQCs and the pertinent provisions of its
resolution 726 {XXVII) of 22 April 1392 on streng-
thening the Economic Commission for Africa to face
Africa’s development challenges in the 1990s,

Noting with_satisfaction the allocation by the
General Assembly through its resolution 46/185 of
five additional established professional posts in the
MULPQCs,

Noting further with appreciation that the bulk
of the additional resources made available under the

United Nations regular programme of technical co-
operation in 1994-1995 have been redeployed to
the MULPOCs with a view to strengthening their
capacity to provide advisory services within the
subregions,

Considering however, that critical areas
remain uncovered by the expertise currently avail-
able in the MULPOCs and require additional
resources on a sustained basis which cannot be met
through the Commission’s regional advisory services
programme,

Noting also_with_satisfaction member coun-
tries’ continuous material support to the MULPOCs
in providing, inter alia, office premises free of
charge and seconding on a temporary basis national
experts to the MULPOCs,

Taking note of the recommendations con-
tained in the draft report of the Secretary-General to
the General Assembly on the triennial review of the
in-depth evaluation of the programme on develop-
ment issues and policies of the Commission, and

more  specifically to sections devoted to the
MULPOCs,’

Recalling further that the MULPOC budgets
for the biennium 1994-1995 were approved with
due regard to current budget restraints in the United
Nations and pressing priorities of member countries
and their intergovernmental organizations,

Reaffirming the validity in the short, medium
and long term of the mandate of MULPOCs as spelt
out in its resolution 702 (XXV) recalled above and
noting MULPOC activities towards the rationaliza-
tion and harmonization of subregional economic
groupings as well as substantive support to the
latter in the formulation and implementation of their
multisectoral programmes,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the
General Assembly for measures already taken to
strengthen the MULPQOCs’ capacity to adequately
respond to the needs of their member States and
their intergovernmental organizations;

2. Supports efforts being deployed by the
Executive Secretary to provide the MULPOCs with
the required critical staff and non-staff resources to
enhance their effectiveness;

3. Calls upon the General Assembly,
within the framewaork of future budget provisions,
to supplement efforts made by the Commission and
member States in order to increase, as the sixteenth
meeting of the Conference had wished, the human
and financial resources of the Mutltinational Pro-
gramming and Operational Centres.

Draft resolution IV
780 (XXiX). Implementation of the pro-
gramme for the second
Industrial ___Development
Decade for Africa (1993-
2002)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution47/177
of 22 December 1992 on the adoption of the pro-
gramme for the second Industrial Development
Decade for Africa and the call made therein to the
African countries and the international community
1o take concrete steps to ensure the fullc and
successful implementation of the new Decade,’

Recalling_further resolution GC.4/8 of the
General Conference of the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization on the second Decade
which, inter alia, requested the Director-General to
provide increased assistance to African countries
and their subregional organizations for the imple-
mentation of their national and subregional pro-
grammes for the second Decade,
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Mindful of its resoiution 739 (XXVl) of 22
April 1992 requesting the Executive Secretary of
the Commission to assist African countries in the
implementation of their national and subregional
programmes for the second Decade,

Conscigus of the crucial role that can be
played by the private sector, local entrepreneurship
and women in the accelerated development of
industrialized countries and newly industrialized
countries, .

Reaffirming the primary responsibility of the
African countries in the implementation of the
programme for the second Decade and the need for
a substantial flow of technical and financial
resources from the international community towards
the industrialization of Africa and in particular the
impiementation of the programme for the new
Decade,

Further reaffirming the need for coordination
and harmonization of the activities of the second
industrial Development Decade for Africa and the
second United Nations Transport and Communica-
tions Decade in Africa,

1. Calls upon all African countries to take
concrete policy, institutional and other measures to
ensure full implementation of their national and
subregional programmes for the second Industrial
Development Decade for Africa including the estab-
lishment of an enabling environment for the
development of the private sector and the attraction
of substantial financial and technical resources for
investment in the priority areas of the programme
for the second Decade;

2. Calls further upon Africa’s development
partners and development finance institutions
particutarly the African Development Bank, the
World Bank, the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, the lslamic Development Bank, the Arab
Bank for the Economic Development of Africa and
African subregional banks and funds to allocate
substantial resources to the implementation of the
programme of the second Decade at the national
and subregional levels;

3. Also calls upon African countries which
have not yet done so to establish national coordi-
nating committees for the second Decade, take full
account of the priorities of the second Decade in
policy and programme formulation for the industrial
sector including ensuring that such programmes as
structural adjustment programmes do not adversely
affect the implementation of the programme for the
second Decade;

4. -Requests the Director-General of the
United Nations industrial Development Organization
to take concrete steps to ensure that the pro-
gramme for the second Decade and in particular,
the Coordination Unit for the Industrial Development

Decade for Africa is provided with substantially
increased human and financial resources to enable
it to support more effectively the implementation of
the 50 national and four subregional programmes
for the second Decade;

5. Adopts the Plan of Action for the
harmonization of the implementation of the second
Industrial Development Decade for Africa and the
second United Nations Transport and Communica-
tions Decade in Africa, taking into account the
recommendations of the Conference of African
Ministers of Transport, Communications and
Planning;®

6. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Commission and the Director-General of the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization to
undertake concrete actions required for the
harmonization of the activities of the second
Industrial Development Decade and the second
Transport and Communications Decade according to
the Plan of Action in consultation with the
Organization of African Unity, the African
Development Bank and other relevant organizations;

. 1. Further requests the Director-General of
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza-
tion and the Executive Secretary of the Commission
to accord high priority to the development of the
private sector, the participation of women and the
utilization of African consultants in their activities
related toc the second Industrial Development
Decade for Africa; '

8. Also requests the Director-General of
the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization and the Executive Secretary of the
Commission, in cooperation with the Secretary-
General of the Organization of African Unity, to take
concrete steps for the promotion of the second
Industrial Development Decade for Africa at the
international level and the mobilization of financial
and technical resources for the new Decade, the
implementation of Agenda 21, the review of the
implications for African countries’ industrialization
efforts to the Uruguay Round and the fundamental
changes at the international levei;

9. Requests further the Director-General of
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza-
tion to ensure that all opportunities are used to
mobilize financial resources for the second Decade
programme;

10. Appeals to the General Assembly to
allo-cate increased resources to the Commission to
enable it to support African countries in their efforts
towards the establishment of the second Industrial
Development Decade for Africa more effectively,
especially the activities of the Committee of Ten at
regicnal, subregional and national ievel,;
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11. Reaquests the Director-General of the
United Nations Industria! Development Organization
and the Executive Secretary of the Commission to
report jointly on the impiementation of the present
resolution to the Conference at its next meeting.

Draft resolution V

Strengthening information
systems__for  Africa’s
recovery and sustainable
developrment

789 (XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers,

Convinced that information support is vital to
Africa’s recovery and sustainable development,

Concerned by the underdeveloped information
and documentation sector in many African countries
and the inadequate financial and material resources
available for its growth,

Welcoming General Assembly decision
438/453 of 21 December 1993 recommending the
provisien of adequate staffing and resources for the
Economic Commission for Africa subprogramme on
information systems development, beginning with
the programme budget for the biennium 1994-
1995,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolu-
tions 1892/51 of 31 July 1292 on the need to
ground the Commission’s activities in sound data
and information system and 1993/67 of 30 July
1993 on the Commission’s subprogramme in
information systems development,

Recalling also its resclutions 716 {( XXV} of 12
May 1981 on implementing an integrated approach
to development information and 766 (XXVII of 4
May 1993 on strengthening development informa-
tion systems for regiona! cooperation and inte-
gration in Africa,

Appreciative of the centinuing support given
by the International Development Research Centre
as weli as new support from the Government of the
Netherlands and the Carnegie Corporation of New
York to the Pan-African Development Information
System’s activities to strengthen the information
capabilities of member States,

Appreciative _also of the approval of the
Council of Ministers of the African, Caribbean and
Pacific group of the project "information Technology
for Africa” for further consideration by the European
Union in the framewaork of the Lome 1V Convention,

Bearing in _mind the need to strengthen the
Commission’s subregional development information
centres as information support for subregional
economic cooperation and integration,

Noting  with satisfaction the efforts being
made by the Commission’s development information
system in the delivery of technical assistance to
member States and the large number of requests
pending in this area,

Noting with further satisfaction the full incor-
poration of the activities on information system
deveiopment into the programme budget of the
Commission,

Noting with concern, however, that the Com-
mission has had regular budget activities in this area
since 1984 without resources being provided for
them,

Aware of the decreasing availability of extra-
budgetary resources for implementation and utili-
zation of development information systems and
technology,

Noting _with grave congern the precarious
financial situation of the Commission’s activities in
this area to meet the important needs of its member
States and the urgency to end its reliance on extra-
budgetary sources of funding,

1. Aggéals to member States to recogﬁize
ths vital importance of developing their information
sector by:

{a)  Adopting national information and infor-
matics policies;

{}  Providing sufficient resources in the
national budget for the essential growth of this
area;

2. Urges member States to approve the
utilization of new technology for electronic com-
munication in order to permit Africa’s full access to
the global information highway;

3. Further urges member States to formu-
late their needs for technical assistance in
information systems development by:

{a) Giving priority to information systems
development in the use of their United Nations
Development Programme Country |ndicative
Plarnning figures (IPFs), utilizing the Technical
Support Services {TSS) mechanism where appli-
cable;

{b} Considering develocpment infarmation
activities in their pledges to the United Nations
Trust Fund for African Development;

{c}  Using, where appropriate, the financial
provisions under the Lome IV convention for this
purpose;

4. Urgently appeals to the European Unicen
to consider favourably the Pan-African Development
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information Systems project approved by the
African, Caribbean and Pacific group Council of
Ministers and submitted to it for funding;

5. Cealls upon the donor community to
support both naticnal initiatives as well as the
Commission’s activities to strengthen development
information capabilitias in the Africa region;

6. Approves the cutline of the work pro-
gramme for 1985-1996 in information systems
development, while urging the Commission to con-
tinue its leadership role in the area of information
systems and sciences, information technology, and
telematics in order to support Africa’s efforts for
sustainable development;

7. Encourages the Commission through its
information systems development activities to
facilitate intra-African information exchange as
support for regional economic integration by
deveioping norms and standards, in collaboration
with other relevant technical organizations, for
information compatibility and promoting their use;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Commission to allocate additional section 20
resources to the subprogramme on statistical and
information systems development in accordance
with the recommendation of the Second Committee
(A/C.2/48/L.50/Rev.1);

9. Also reguests the Executive Secretary
of the Commission to seek additional resources
through voluntary contributions for the Commis-
sion’s subregional development information centres
in the framework of the subprogramme on statis-
tical and information systems development;

10. Furiher requests the General Assembly,
within the spirit of decision 48/453 adopted and in
view of the importance of development information
systems for Africa’s development, to authorize the
creation of three professional posts at P3, P4 and
P5 levels and four local level posts, to permit the
delivery of programmed activities of the Commis-
sion’s subprogramme on information systems
development beginning with its 1994-1995 pro-
gramme budget.
Dactaration 1 (XXiX). Readmission of demgcratic
South Africa into the Comi-
mission

In resolution 974D (XXXVi} of 30 July 1965,
ECOSOC had decided that "The Republic of South
Africa should not take part in the work of the
Commission until the Council, on the recom-
mendation of the Commission, should find that
conditions for constructive cooperation had been
restored by a change in its racial policy™.

In paragraph 10 of declaration 1 (XXiX}
adopted by the Commission an 5 May 1934, the

Commission requested the Executive Secretary to
submit a report to ECOSOC in conformity with
Council resolution 974D {(XXXVi} to recommend the
readmission of democratic South Africa into the
Commission.

in making this request, the Commission had
recognized the radical changes that had taken place
in South Africa since February 1990, particularly
the dismantiing of the system of apartheid, the
adoption of a democratic constitution and the
holding of the first non-racial general elections. The
Commission is, therefore, convinced that conditions
for constructive cooperation with South Africa had
now been restored.

it accordingly hereby recommended that the
Council readmits the Republic of South Africa into
the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa.

B. Matters brought 1o the attention
of the Councif

3. The Conference of Ministers responsible for
economic and social development and planning also
adopted the resolutions and decisions summarized
below:

771 {(XXIX}. Building critical _capacities _for
accelerated growth and sustained
development

The Conference of Ministers endorsed "A
Framework Agenda for Building and Utilizing Critical
Capacities in Africa: A Preliminary Report” which
includes a "Proposed Regional Action Programme of
Technical Cooperation in Capacity Building and
Utilization in Africa” and which is a preliminary
study and consensus framework embracing the key
issues in capacity building and institutional
development as well as the basis of a more detailed
study to be presented at the 1995 meeting of the
Canference of Ministers and requested the Exscu-
tive Secretary to undertake further studies aimed at
strengthening the Framework Agenda on the basis
of which detailed programmes of action in capacity
building at the national, subregional and regional
levels may be designed for implementation in the
shart and medium term.

772 [XXIX}. Preparations _for _the _second
United Nations Conference_ on
Human Settlements

The Conference of Ministers endorsed the
"Declaration of African Ministers responsible for
Human Settlements on the Preparatory Process to
the second United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements {Habitat H)", which is a collective
strategy for effective African participation in the
above process and calted upon all member States to
effectively participate in the preparatory process of
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Habitat I, especially the timely preparation of
national reports.

Preparation for_ the Woeorld Con-
i gnn_Natural Disaster

Reduction, Yokohama, Japan,
23-27 May 19594

773 {(XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers adopted the
African Common Position for the World Conference
on Natura!l Disaster Reduction to be held in
Yokohama, Japan from 23 to 27 May 1924; urged
member States to strengthen cooperation among
ithemselves in fostering the objective and goals of
the International Decade, particularly the recom-
mendation of the World Conference and to pursue
the African Strategies for the implementation of
Agenda 21; and encouraged the Department of
Humanitarian Affairs, in particular the Secretariat of
the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduc-
tion, to intensify its efforts in cooperation with all
Africa’s davelopment partners to support the efforts
of member States, particilarly within the framework
of the African Ministerial Conference on the
Environment, national, subregional and regional
research  and deveiopment institutions, non-
governmental organizations to reduce the impact
and minimize the effects of natural disasters in
Africa,

774 (XXX}, Strategy__and _ _Programme _ of
Action for marine/ocean
development in Africa

The Conference of Ministers called upon ali
African Statas to ratify the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and enact laws
claiming jurisdiction over maritime zones as pro-
vided for in the Convention; establish a coordinating
mechanism for marina affairs to be established by
respective States; and establish or strengthen their
national framework for policy formulation in the
realms of food, energy and materials so as to give
the needed thrust and emphasis to the rational
development and optimal utilization of their marine
resources; in particular, the policy framewark should
accord high priority to marine science and techno-
logy and the development of the necessary human
and institutional infrastructure.

775 (XXIX). Establishment of a trust fund for
peace-building, post-confiict
rehabilitation, reconstruction and

development

The Conference of Ministers called upon all
African member States, friendly donor countries and
financial and economic institutions to appreciate the
difficuit post-conflict situations facing the countries
and to extend their generous contribution to the
establishment of the fund and requested the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Commission to institute such
mechanisms as are required to ensure the establish-

ment, proper management and utilization of the
fund.

The situation _in _the [east

developed countries

778 (XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers noted with con-
cern the worsening socio-economic situation of
least developed countries, the majority of which are
in Africa and called upon Africa’s development
partners to intensify their efforts towards the
implementation of the Paris Programme of Action in
favour of the least developed countries.

Strengthening the operational
capacity of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa

779 {(XXIX}.

The Conference of Ministers appealed to ail
bilateral and international partners that currently
assist the Commission or intend to do so, in parti-
cular member countries of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development, the
League of Arab States and their cooperation

‘agencies to work further at strengthening their

cooperation with the Commission by financing its
subregional and regional projects and programmes
and also made a special appeal to the European
Union to facilitate the access of African States and
their intergovernmental organizations to those
resources reserved for the financing of regional
projects.

781 (XXIX). Development _of the private
sector_ for _the_ accelerated
implementation __of _the pro-

gramme for the second Industrial
Development Decade for Africa
and beyond

The Conference of Ministers calied upon
African countries to adopt concrete measures to
create and sustain an enabling environment which
would foster the development of the private sector
and African entrepreneurship including the promo-
tion of the rote of women in the industrial develop-
ment of Africa and requested the Executive Secre-
tary of the Commission and the Director-General of
the United Nations industriat Development Organiza-
tion to provide African countries with increased
support for the develapment of their private sector.
782 (XXIX). Development of basic_industries

for the structural transformation
of African ecgnomies

The Conference of Ministers calied upon
African Governments to mobilize and pool their
resources in a collective endeavour to establish and
sustain basic industries, especially within the
framework of subregional development organiza-
tions and economic communities; requested the
Executive Secretary of the Commission, in co-
operation with the Director-General of the United
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Nations Industrial Development Organization, the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity and the President of the African Development
Bank, to undertake the necessary foliow-up actions
in promoting Africa’s basic industries particularly
the national and subregional projects contained in
the second Industrial Development Decade for
Africa programme; and appealed to the donor com-
munity to assist African countries to establish basic
industries through the provision of financial
resources and joint ventures.

783 (XXIX)}. The Uruguay Round of Multi-
lateral Trade Negotiatigns

The Conference of Ministers adopted the
Tunis Declaration on the Uruguay Round of Multi-
lateral Trade Negotiations; called upon the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in
the framework of the African multilateral trade
negotiations, and in collaboration with the Economic
Commission for Africa and the Organization of
African Unity, to assist African countries to
adeguately prepare for the evaluation of the results
called for in Section Nine of the Punta del Este
Ministeriat Declaration; and agreed that an inter-
nationai conference should be organized in Tunis,
under the auspices of the Commission, in collabora-
tion with the Organization of African Unity, the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
and the International Trade Centre, on technical
assistance to African countries, with the aim of
enabling the adaptation of their econcmies to the
ngw international trade environment, and more
particularly, tc the outcome of the Uruguay Round
of Muktilateral Trade Negotiations.

784 (XXIX). Africa_and the crisis _in inter-

national corpmodity agreerments

The Conference of Ministers urged African
countries to strengthen their cooperative efforts in
negotiations for successor agreements to major
international agreements and invited the Common
Fund for Commodities, the African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group, the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade, the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development and other relevant institutions to
provide financial and other assistance to heip
African countries to diversify their economies.

Premotion __and _expansion  of
intra-African trade

785 {(XXIX}.

The Conference of Ministers called upon
African countries to implement measures designed
to encourage intra-African trade and subregional
groupings to harmonize their investment and trade
policies, including the progressive reduction of tariff
and non-tariff barriers and urged them to transform,
as much as possible, their raw materials through
processing in order to increase value added to their
exports and to explore opportunities for exchange

of goods as a way for temporarily afleviating their
balance-of-payments difficulties.

Strategies _ for Revitalization,
Recovery and Growth of Africa’s

Trade in the 1980s and Beyond

The Conference of Ministers invited the
Follow-up Committee to carry out its mandate;
requested the Executive Secretary of the Commis-
sion to provide to the said Committee the required
technical support; and called upon African countries
to implement the policies and measures contained
in the Strategies.

786 (XXIX).

787 (XXiX). Science and _technology for

development

The Conference of Ministers welcomed its
resolution 757 (XXVHD of 4 May 1993 on the
restructuring of the intergovernmental machinery of
the Commission which established an African
Regional Conference on Science and Technology by
upgrading the existing Intergovernmental Committee
of Experts on Science and Technology Development
and requested the Commission, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Qrganization,
the Organization of African Unity and the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization, in
coliaboration with other relevant agencies, to
develop and recommend mechanisms, including
science and technology indicators for evaluating the
developments in and management of science and
technology in the member States.

Establishment _of an _African

Monetary Fund

788 {XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers reaffirmed its
commitrment to work towards the effective estab-
lishment of the proposed African Monetary Fund
and mandated the Executive Secratary of the Com-
mission, the President of the African Development
Bank, the Secretary-General of the Organization of
African Unity and the Director-General of the
African Centre for Monetary Studies to continue
with the studies needed to brina the proposed
African Monetary Fund into being and to report the
progress thereon to the sixth session of the
Conference of African Ministers of Finance.

Capacity building for statistical
development in Africa

The Conference of Ministers urged African
Geovernments to vigorously implement actions to be
taken at the national level as recommended in the
Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Develop-
ment in Africa in the 1990s; urged both the multi-
lateral and bilateral donor agencies having interest
in capacity building in Africa to provide further
support at the national, subregional and regional
levels to facilitate the work of the Coordinating
Committee on African Statistical Development and

730 (XXX},
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recagnize the need to build capacity at the regional
level in the Economic Commission for Africa - as the
regional organization with a mandate for the promo-
tion of statistical development - is as important as
the promotion of capacity at the national level.

Change of name of the African
Training and Research Centre for
Women_ (ATRCW] to African
Centre for Women (ACW)

791 {(XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 269 (Xll} of 28
February 1975 which endorsed the establishment of
an African Training and Research Centre for Women
within the Economic Commission far Africa with a
view to facilitating the improvement of the socio-
economic conditions of women in Africa and
enhancing their contribution to the overall
development of the continent,

Further recalling subsequentresolutions which
recognized the central role of African women in the
development of the continent more especiaily in the
rural areas where the majority of the population live,

Considering the increase in women’s concerns
due to the increasing scarcity of productive
resources, the worsening of the physical and socio-
economic environment, the spread of destructive
wars and conflicts and the feminization of poverty,

Conscious that women constitute a valuable
pool of human resources for the socio-economic
recovery and development of Africa and that there
is need for the regional focal point to facilitate the
empowerment of African women for their effective
participation in all sectors of development,

Recognizing the importance of reinforcing the
role and visibility of African women at all levels
particularly in the political and economic spheres
and the need to ensure the impact of the benefi-
ciaries development programmes,

Recognizing further with satisfaction the pio-
neering and kay role played by the African Training
and Research Centre for Women in raising aware-
ness of policy makers and ali development agents
on gender issues, in formulation and monitoring of
strategies aimed at enhancing the role of African
women in development as well as in institutional
and capacity building towards total advancement of
African women,

Considering the importance of communicating
this all-embracing role of the Centre on gender
issues through its name,

1. Recommends that the African Training
and Research Centre for Women changes its name

to "the African Centre for Women" in order to
adequately reflect the scope of its activities
including monitoring changes in the trends of socio-
economic development; ensuring that African
women concerns are adequately addressed; and
designing and implementing programmes for the
advancement of women in line with the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies, the Abuja Declaration
on Participatory Development: the Role of Women
in the 1990s; the System-wide Medium-term Plan
on the Advancement of Women and any other rele-
vant policy framework;

2. Requests the African Centre for Women
to intensify its working relationship with Govern-
ment machineries in charge of the advancement of
women and to work closely with non-governmental
organizations in order to ensure greater impact at
the grassroots level in line with the provisions of the
African Charter for Popular Participation in Develop-
ment and Transformation;

3. Urges member States and the interna-
tional community to continue to give their full
support to the Centre;

4, Further requests the Executive Secre-
tary of the Commission to make every effort to
strengthen the Centre with a view to enhancing its
effectiveness and efficiency as the overall regional
structure in charge of the advancement of women
in Africa.

An__integrated _approach _to
waomen’s _empowerment: _ The

Kampala Action Plan on Women
and Peace; violation of women'’s
human _rights; and _women's
economic empowerment

792 (XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers resolved to adopt
the Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace:
strongly urged African Governments, non-
governmental organizations, women, grass-roots,
youth, United Nations agencies and other interna-
tional organizations to participate actively in the
implementation of the Kampala Action Plan by
setting aside resources for its implementation and
setting up mechanisms for monitoring programmes
and activities in this regard on a regular basis; called
upon governments to enact laws and other legal
instruments that guarantee safety from violence on
the individual woman and in families while revising
those that might work against this principle; ensure
the prosecution of offenders in this context and
identify and legislate against cultural practices that
reinforce physical and psychological oppression of
women; and exhorted member States to take the
necessary legislative, monetary and banking
measures to facilitate the promotion of women’s
entrepreneurship at the national, subregional and
regional levels.
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793 (XXIX). Strengthening and _developing

capacities in suppart of regional
seed pathology in Africa

The Conference of Ministers appealed to
member States of the Commission to provide volun-
tarily financial support for the transformation of the
seed pathology test centre in Egypt into a regional
centre for Africa; requested the Executive Secretary
of the Commission, in cooperation with the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity and the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization to prepare the documenta-
tion necessary to mobilize the needed resources for
the implementation on a sustainable basis of the
project on the regional seed pathology centre; and
invited Africa's development partners, in particular
" the European Union, the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme, the African Development Bank,
the islamic Development Bank, as well as bilateral
partners, to provide financial support to efforts to
create the regional seed pathology centre.

Dec.1 (XXIX). Revised mandate of the Joint
Conference of African Planners,

Statisticians and Demographers

"The Conference of Ministers,

Approves the amendments to the terms of
reference of the Joint Conference of Planners,

Statisticians, Demographers and Information
Scientists as follows:

fa) The Joint Conference of African
" Planners, Statisticians, Demographers (JCPSD}

should be changed to: Conference of African
Planners, Statisticians, Population and Information
Specialists {CAPSPIS), acting within the framework
of the policies and procedures of the United Nations
and subject to the general supervision of the Econo-
mic Commission for Africa, shall, providing that the
Conference takes no action with respect to any
country without the agreement of the Government
of that country:

{i) Serve as a forum for examining
progress and problems in the
fields of African planning,
statistics, population and

information science and take
action to ensure their develop-

ment in the light of the general
principles of self-reliance and
technical cooperation among
countries of the region;

it is suggested that the following para-
graph {ia) should be added:

{ii) Serve as _a forum _to _exchange
experiences and keep abreast of

new developments in the areas

of planning, statistics, population
and information science;

Establish arrangements for the
improvement of all aspects of
methodologies, norms

i)

and
standards and practice in the
four fields under African condi-
tions; K

It is suggested that the following para-
graph:

Coordinate the training pro-
grammes for and promote the
training of the necessary African
personnel in planning, statistics
and demography;®

(iv}

be amended to read:

Review the relevance of regional
training programmes to the needs

of the countries of the region and
promote the training of the
necessary African personnel in
planning, statistics, population
and information science;

and the following paragraph:

(v Collaborate with the secretariat
in evaluating economic, social,
demographic conditions in the
region to assist in formulating
appropriate strategies and
monitoring their implementation;

be amended to read:

Collaborate with the secretariat

in evaluating economic and social
conditions in the region, fo assist
in_formulating _and _monitoring
development strategies and pro-

qrammes.

{vi) _Conduct its operations in colla-
boration with other relevant
bodies and international agencies
{no change);

(b} The members of the Conference shall
be the government officials in charge of the national
planning, statistical and population agencies,
information/documentation _institutions- of the
member States of the Economic Commission for
Africa, or their representatives. Representation of
all other Governments and bodies shall follow the

.same rules as for sessions of the Economic Com-

mission for Africa;

{c) The Conference shali meet once every
two vears and shall report on its sessions to the
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Conference of Ministers of the Economic Com-
mission for Africa;

{d} Work at sessions of the Conference
shall be orpganized in plenary meetings and in
committees. A joint report on plenary and com-
mittee meetings shal! be agreed on at a final plenary
meeting of each session of the Conference;

{e) At the beginning of each session, the
Conference shall elect a Chairperson, two Vice-
Chairpersons and a Rapporteur. At the beginning of
its meeting each committee shall appoint its Chair-
person, a Vice-Chairperson and a Rapporteur;

{f) Member States and agencies shall bear
the cost of their attendance at the sessions of the
Coriferance;

{g!  Except as provided for herein, the Rules

of Procedure of the Economic Commission for
Africa shall, where relevant, apply to the sessions
of the Conference.
Dec. 2 (XXIiX). Programme of work of__the
African Centre of Metegrolegical
Applications _for _Development
[ACMAD), 1934-1996

The Conference of Ministers approved the
pragramme of work and budget (1894-19386) for
the African Centre of Metecrological Applications
for Development.
DCL.1 {XXIX]. Declaration _on the reintegration
of new democratic Sguth Africa
fnta Africa

We, the African Ministers responsible for
economic and social development and planning,
meeting in the twenty-ninth session of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa/twentieth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers from 2t0 5
May 1994 in Addis Ababa., Ethiopia, declare as
follows:

We recall that South Africa was one of the
founding member States of the Economic Commis-
sion for Africa and that by Economic and Social
Caouncil resolution 9740 (XXXVH of July 1965 was
excluded from the work of the Commission until
such time as it abandoned its racial policies. We
welcome the radical changes that have taken place
in South Africa since February 1990, particularly

the dismantling of the system of apartheid, the
adoption of a democratic constitution -and the hoid-
ing of the first non-racial general elections. We call
upon the international community and the multi-
latera! financial and development institutions to lend
their support to South Africa and to provide assis-
tance as may be requested by the new South
African government. We request the Executive
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to
submit a report to ECOSOC in conformity with its
resolution 974D (XXXVD) of 30 July 196G to
recommend a re-admission of a democratic South
Africa into the Commission.

Declaration on a human develop-
ment plan of action for Africa

DCL.2 (XXIX).

We, the African Ministers responsible for
economic and social development and planning,
meeting in Addis Ababa from 2 to 5 May 1394, are
deeply concerned that in spite of all the commit-
ments made and the actions taken by African
Governments and people, the human and social
situation in Africa continues to deteriorate to the
extent that much of the gains made earlier in human
wall-being have now been reversed. These
deteriorating conditions are further compounding
our problems of building and strengthening develop-
ment capacity in the region which are manifest in
the inadequacy of skills and knowledge to rapidly
create capital and technology; the weak and
deteriorating physical infrastructure which has
negatively affected the smooth functioning of the
State, society and economy, etc.

We are aware that although Africa’s develop-
ment will be brought about only through the hard
work and determination of the Africans themselves,
the internaticnal community also has an important
role to play, Therefore, our efforts must be comple-
mented by the concerted action and unflinching
support of their development partners - bilateral and
multilateral agencies, international NGOs and others.
To this end, and as a first step, official development
assistance {ODA) in support of human development
should increase from its present level of 7 per cent
to at least 20 per cent towards building and streng-
thening human capacity in Africa. We request the
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to prepare for us a "Human Development
Plan of Action for Africa” in cooperation with the
members of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task
Force on Human Development in Africa.
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1. United Nations, A/48/334.

2.  United Nations, A/48/335, annex, and Add.1 and 2.
3.  United Nations, A/48/336 and Corr.1.

4.  E/ECA/CM.20/3.

5. E/ECA/CM.20/27.

6. E/ECA/CM.20/27/Add.1.

7. E/ECA/CM.27/Add.2.

8. Resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.93/89.

9. This includes the functions requested in the statutes of the African institute for Economic
Development and Planning {IDEP) which shall be exarcised by the Committee of Planners established in
paragraph 4 of the terms of reference.
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CHAPTER Il

WORK OF THE COMMISSION DURING THE PERIOD
7 MAY 1993 TO 5 MAY 1994

A. Activities of subsidiary organs

4. The list of meetings of subsidiary organs held
during the period under review is contained in annex
Il of this report.

B. Other activities

5.  During the period under review, the activities
of the Commission continued to address issues of
sustainable African economic recovery, develop-
ment and cooperation as approved in the Commis-
sion’s programme of work and priorities, as well as
those implemented in accordance with relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly, Economic and
Social Councit and the Conference of Ministers.
The activities specifically focused on the promotion
of reform measures advocated in the major
regionally agreed development policy and strategy
frameworks such as the Lagos Plan of Action (LPA),
the United Nations New Agenda for the Develop-
ment of Africa in the 1990s {UN-NADAF), the
African Alternative Framework to Structural
Adjustment Programmes for Socio-economic
Recovery and Transformation {AAF-SAP) and the
Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic
. Community.

6. Implementation of activities covered in this
report fall between two programming cycles (1992-
1993 and 1994-1985}. The 1992-1393 biennium
was characterized by extensive self-reflection on
ways of further enhancing the effectiveness of the
Commission’s role in- development thinking and
action. A key outcome was a significantly revised
programme organized around nine subprogrammes
instead of twenty-one in line with the revised 1992-
1997 Medium-term Plan.

7. Activities undertaken covered a wide range of
issues and concerns spanning a broad spectrum of
areas and included macro and micro development
issues and policies; human resources development
and utilization; information systems deveiopment;
economic cooperation and integration; agriculture
and rural development; marine affairs; the special
problems of the least developed, land-locked and
island countries; public adminstration and fiscal
affairs; social development; women in development;
environment and development; human settlements;
industrial development; trade development and co-
operation; the external debt crisis; monetary and
financial policies and strategies; natural resources;
energy, Including new and renewable sources of
energy; science and technology for development;
population; transport and communications; tourism;
and statistical development.

8. The activities covering the period under
review are outlined below.

Development research_angd planning, including the
special problfems of the least developed, fand-locked

and island countries

9, Activities relating to development research
and planning aimed, inter alia, at improving national
mechanisms for review and appraisal of socio-
economic conditions, appraisal of development poli-
cies and programmes, as well as methods for
improving and upgrading planning machinery and
building the appropriate capabilities in planning and
economic modelling for the formulation of seconomic
strategies and policies within coherent and con-
sistent national development plans.

10. In the area of surveys, the activities carried
out included:

{a)  The preparation and publication of the
annual survey analyzing the economic situation of
the African countries, the structure of GDP and
development in the major economic sectors, in
particular; development policy analysis, assessment
of trade and balance of payments, debt and general
forecasts for the region as a whole and its main
subregions;

{b}  The preparation and publication of the
Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa
for 1992-1993; and

{c}  The preparation and publication of the
Economic Report on Africa for 1994, analyzing the
current socio-econamic events in the region, includ-
ing problems faced during the period, the main
developments in the key sectors of the economies
and their implications for growth and development.

11. Activities in economic modelling and forecast-
ing included the preparation of a report on the
development and implementation of ECA short-term
forecasting models and the status and practices of
economic modelling in Africa, with particular
reference to the Congo, Guinea and Benin.

12. In the area of economic integration, the
secretariat prepared a study which examined the
production base and trade structures of CEPGL
countries and in particular analyzed areas of com-
plementarities in primary and industry sectors as
well as potential trade diversification required for
promoting subregional cooperation in the context of
the African common market.
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13. The secretariat also undertook a research
study on strategic planning of the food sector in the
African economies.

14. A major activity in the area of social policy
and development was the preparation of a study on
Impiications of differential access to education
among mates and females in Africa: An agenda for
the 1990s. This study addressed the issue of
differential (including gender and make-up) access
to education in Africa and the implication of this to
the development process.

15. Most of the research work of the secretariat
was translated into reports and publications, which
inciuded the following:

{a}  Technical publication on trade liberaliza-
tion in African countries in the context of stabili-
zation and structural adjustment programmes
{SAPs);

(b}  Technical publication entitled "The
African debt crisis: Policy challenges and prospects
for the 1990s"; and

{c}  Assessment of policy constraints in the
implementation of health for all by the year 2000 in
Africa.

16. Independent research by African scholars,
under the auspices of the secretariat, resulted in the
following research papers:

{a)  Nigeria’s debt crisis;

{b)  Growth performance of Africa: Further
evidence of the external shocks versus domestic

policy;

{c} Les déterminants de !investissement
privé dans la sous-région des pays des Grands Lacs
(CEPGL); and

{(d) implication of alternative macro-
economic policy responses to external shocks on
Africa.

17. Activities in favour of the African least
developed, island and land-locked countries
included:

{a}  The preparation of the annual Survey of
Economic and Social Conditions, analyzing the
structure of GDP and development of the major
economic sectors;

(b}  Preparation of a progress report on the
implementation of the Programme of Action:
evaluating the extent to which the Programme
diverged from or converged on what was agreed in
the Paris Declaration;

{c} Preparation and presentation of reports
to the Preparatory Committee for the Global Con-
ference on Sustainable Development of Small Island
Developing States, and attendance at two meetings
convened in New York, from 30 August to 10
September 1993 and from 7 to 11 March 1994
respectively.

18. Other activities during the period included:

{a)  Organization of an ad hoc expert group
meeting on the revitalization of investment for
Africa’s development: Prospects in the 19905 and
beyond, in Addis Ababa, from 29 November to 1
December 1993;

{b} Instaliation and demonstration of the
SAM-based short-term forecasting model in the
Congo; and

{c)  Provision of technical assistance to
Cameroonian planning specialists on economic
forecasting systems within the context of improv-
ing short- and medium-term planning for crisis
management and SAPs with transformation.

Human resources and social development

19. The secretariat’s activities in human resources
and social development continued to focus on build-
ing the capacity of governmental and non-
governmental institutions to enable them tc handle
human resources and social development concerns.

20. Activities in the area of human resources
planning, development and utilization centred on the
integration of manpower and employment policies
in long-term nationai development planning;
enhancement of the informal sector, promotion of
popular participation and curriculum development
and evaluation.

21. In particular, the secretariat organized and
serviced the first meeting of the Conference of
African Ministers Responsible for Human Develop-
ment which was held in Addis Ababa from 17 to 21
January 1994. The meeting deliberated on and
adopted an African Common Position on Human and
Social Development in Africa which was presented
to the Preparatory Committee on the World Summit
for Social Development held in New York from 31
January to 11 February 1994,

22. The major thrust of the secretariat’s capacity-
building initiative was in the exchange of informa-
tion and ideas for the upgrading and strengthening
of professional knowledge, skills and attitudes of
officials engaged in employment planning and pro-
ductivity enhancement strategies. This was accom-
plished through a series of workshops, symposia,
seminars and ad hoc expert group meetings at
which participants collectively reflected on key
issues, examined options for dealing with problems
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and identified measures for resolving these

problems.

23. The following are the workshops, seminars,
symposia and meetings organized during the period:

{a) A symposium on "From conflict to con-
cord: Regional cooperation in the Horn of Africa"
organized in collaboration with the United States
Institute of Peace was held in Addis Ababa from 8
to 12 July 1993. The symposium took the form of
both an academic conference and policy forum at
which the 150 participants in the symposium
deliberated on four central themes: the social and
cultural content of the conflict in the Horn of Africa;
lessons of political history; the gconomic and human
dimensions of reconstruction and development; and
international support for regional cooperation in the
Horn of Africa;

{b) A national workshop on the theme
"Enhancing dialogue, cooperation and interface
between the Government and popular development
organizations in Namibia, was organized in
Windhoek from 11 to 13 August 1993 within the
framework of the T“popular participation in
development” project;

{c} A national workshop on "Creating an
enabling environment for the informal sector in
Ethiopia”, was held in Addis Ababa from 12 to 14
- October 1993;

{d) A global NGO forum on "Building sus-
tainable societies: The role of NGOs in emer-
gencies and social development”, organized in
collaboration with the International Council of
Voluntary Agencies (ICVA), the Christian Relief and
Development Association {CRDA), the Consortium
of Ethiopian Voluntary Organizations {CEVQ) and
. the Inter-Africa Group (IAG), took place in Addis
_ Ababa from 14 to 17 March 19384,

24. The secretariat’s technical publications in the
area of human resources planning, development and
utifization were essentially based on research
studies aimed at providing the basis for policy
making; improving employment planning and pro-
ductivity enhancement; training of indigenous man-
power for accelerating transfer of skills and know-
ledge in priority areas; curriculum development and
evaluation; and strengthening institutional capacity
in member States.

25. Inthis regard, research was carried out on the
following topical issues:

(a) Status, policies and programmes on
human resources development and utilization in
Africa;

{b}  Evatuation of the impact of structural
adjustment programmes on the effective utilization
of human resources;

{c) Strategies for increasing effectiveness
of human resources in priority sectors for socio-
economic development;

{d) Refinement of human development indi-
cators for use in planning by African countries;

{e} Measures for solving educated and
graduate unemployment in African countries;

{f) Programme of exchange of high-level
manpower in Africa;

igl The role of Africa’s institutions of
higher learning in sconomic integration to meet the
challenges of the 1990s;

{h) Problemns, constraints and methods of
identifying alternative sources of financing bhigher
education in Africa;

{i} Africa’s development strategies and
their implications for education;

{j) Analysis of past attempts towards
curriculum reform;

{k}  The way forward in curriculum develop-
ment for socio-economic transformation in Africa;

)] Curriculum development for promoting
self-confidence in Africa;

(m} Assessment of confidence-building
factors in school curricula;

(n}  Attitude formation and curriculum
development;

(o) Status and requirements for training
programmes and organizational development poli-
cies for university staff;

{(p)  Non-formal education and training;

{g) Trends and issues in African education
and guidelines in the preparation of manpower pro-
files and identification of training needs;

{r) Problems and constraints on produc-
tivity in agriculture;

{s) Planning, development and utilization of
human rescurces for industrial development; and

{t) Measures for employment generation
and stimulation of growth in the urban informal and
women workers in the rural areas.

26. In assisting African Governments to tackle
their problem of skilled manpower shortages and
trained manpower, the secretariat identified job
vacancies and secured positions and training oppor-
tunities for Africans in fields that are critical to the
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development of their countries. The details were
compiled, on a regular basis, into publications,
namely Job Vacancies in Africa; African Experts
Available for Recruitment; and Training Information
Notice.

27. During the period under review, activities in
the area of social development focused on issues
concerning vyouth, family, disabled and ageing
persons and crime. Initiatives in these  areas
included research which was translated into reports
and publications, organization of meetings and the
provision of substantive support to subregional and
regional programmes,

28. Reports and publications reviewing existing
policies on social issues, services and programmes
for the promotion of social awareness and trans-
formation wsre prepared. These included the
following:

(a} A report on "The role and contribution
of youth to the conservation of the African environ-
ment”;

ib) Directory of Youth Organizations;

{c) A publication entitled "Equal Tima", in
which a number of activities undertaken by and for
disabled persons were highlighted; and

{d) A report on the "The administration of
juvenile justice in Eastern and Southern Africa”.

29. The secretariat actively participated in the
Preparatory Meeting on Youth and Development,

organized in collaboration with OAU in Cotonou, .

Benin on 12 and 20 August 1993.

30. Among the significant initiatives addressed by
the secretariat in support of the family was the
convening of the ad hoc Expert Group Meeting on
the Impact of Economic and Social Changes on the
African Family, in Addis Ababa from 13 to 17
December 1993, whose objectives were to prepare
and observe the International Year of the Family and
to develop long-term strategies and programmes in
support of African families,

31. In the field of ageing, the secretariat under-
took a study on "The social and economic situation
of the ageing in Africa” to establish whether or not
African countries had policies and programmes
specifically directed at the ageing population.

32. The secretariat continued to provide technical
and substantive support to the United Nations
African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders {UNAFRI}). It also partici-
pated actively in the fourth meeting of the Govern-
ing Board of UNAFR! held in Kampala on 22 and 23
November 1983.

33. In addition, the secretariat made contributions
to the Joint Meeting of the African Ministers of
Interior and Justice, held in Uganda on 14 and 15
February 1994, simultaneously with the Regional
Preparatory Meeting.

Information systems development

34. The secretariat made a number of interven-
tions during the period in assisting member States .
to improve their information infrastructure to
adequately serve as support for development
planning and management.

35. In order to assist in the building of necessary
infrastructure in this area, the ECA Pan-African
Development Information System (PADIS) under-
took the following: '

{a}  Advisory services mission to PADIS
national participating centre for improving ongoing
information systems and services, Dakar, from 23
to 27 May 1993;

A{b)  Training in MINISIS bibliographic data-
base management software for Ministry of Mines
and Geological Survey, Ethiopia, from 24 May to 6
June 1994;

(¢}  Training coursein MINISIS software and
database managemaent for the Permanent Inter-State
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel {CILSS)
Bamako, from 5 to 26 June 1993; and

{d)  Delivery of a training course on informa-
tion management methodologies and the use of
micro-CDS/ISIS software in Algeria, from 16 to 29
June 1993, ‘

36. - In the context of assisting member States,
subregional and regional organizations in developing
their scientific and technological information
systems, PADIS served as a resource person at the
workshop on scientific and technologieal informa-
tion systems, heid in Dakar from 25 to 29 May
1893.

37. Other activities for the promotion of informa-
tion infrastructure development in the African region
included the organization of African Development
Information Day, celebrated throughout the con-
tinent on 19 November 1993, and the convening of
the Information Committee of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians, Demographers
and Information Scientists, in Addis Ababa from 21
to 26 March 1994,

38. In strengthening the information base for
intra-African and other forms of trade, ECA pro-
vided a rescurce person for the IDRC subregional
seminar on trade information for the benefit of
Chambers of Commerce in East and Southern
Africa, held in Naircbi from 15 to 20 September
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1993 by delivering. a series of lectures on the
development of a trade information system.

39. In expanding the avaitability of information for
planning, the following databases were maintained
and publications produced:

{a} Database on social. and economic,
scientific and technical aspects of development in
Africa;

{b} Database on African experts in social
and economic, scientific and technical aspects of
deveiopment in Africa; and

ic) Four issues, in English and French, of
the quarterly newsletter on information manage-
ment and information technology in Africa.

40. in order to assist African countries develop
the necessary norms and standards of information
management required for facilitating information
interchange, a series of rmeetings and workshops
were organized. These included:

{a) Subregional workshop on  norms,
standards and methodofogies, Niamey, from 4 to 8
Qctober 1393;

(b}  Expert meeting on norms standards and
methodologies, Masery, from 29 November to 2
December 1993,

41, Assistance was provided to member coun-
tries in developing their infrastructure for electronic
communication through the feoliowing training
courses on e-mail and computer-mediated com-
munications:

(al Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa,
15-18 October, 1993;

(b)  Addis Ababa NGOs and international
organizations workshop, Addis Ababa, 23-25
NMovember 1993;

{ci Ethiopian national workshop for com-
munication in Government offices, Addis Ababa, 6-
8 December 1993;

{d}  Waest African universities workshop,
Accera, 15-17 December 1293;

(e} Non-governmental organizations in
Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, 25 February 18384;

(f)  Demonstration workshopFor Ministry of
Mines and Geoiogical Survey, Addis Ababa, 15
March 1994,

42. Additional assistance in the field of slectronic
commiinication was the installation of a ground
station in Ethiopia on the SateiLife HealthNet
network.

43, The secretariat also undertook feasibility and
needs’ assessment missions on electronic net-
working to Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cote
d’lvoire, Eritrea, Kenya, Mozambique, Lesotho,
Namibia, Senegal, Swaziland, Uganda and the
United Republic of Tanzania.

44. in enhancing member States’ capabilities to
utilize information technology as a tool for informa-
tion management and development, the secretariat
organized the following:

{a}  Regional workshop on information tech-
noiogies for development, Nairobi, from 5 tc 8 July
1993;

{bl Expert group meeting on informatics
policy studies in Africa, Addis Ababa from 14 to 16
August 1993, to initiate a series of 10 studies on
informatics policy tools.

45. The secretariat also delivered two advisory
services missions, as follows:

{a}  ToEthiopia, for automation of the Prime
Minister’'s Qffice, August-September 1993;

{b)  To Ethiopian Television, on automation
and computerization, October 1993.

Economic cooeperation and integration

46. The secretariat, in concert with the
MULPGOCs, undertook activities primarily aimed at
making the process of economic integration N
Africa more operational by, inter alia, strengthening
the intergovernmental organizations and institutions
in order to make them effective instruments for
economic cooperation and integration in Africa. To
this end, the Economic Cooperation Office and the
MULPOQCs combined their efforts in assisting sub-
regional economic grouping such as ECOWAS and
CEAO in West Africa, ECCAS, UDEAC and CEPGL
in Central Africa and PTA and SADC in Southern
and Eastern Africa to coordinate, harmonize and
rationalize their respective programmes. A number
of studies at sectoral and global tevels were pre-
pared in each respect.

47. The MULPOCs organized the meetings of the
Intergovernmental Committees of Experis for each
subregion which reviewed the progress made in
economic cooperation and integration at sub-
regional level. in addition, the Lusaka- and Niamey-
based MULPQOCs serviced the meeting of the
Southern African Labour Cornmission and that of
the Association of West African 1GOs respectively.

48. Two important meetings were organized at
the regional level: the meeting of Chief Executives
of African IGOs and the meeting of Chief Executives
of ECA-sponsored institutions. The first considered
system-wide proposals for the impiementation of
the Abuja Treaty, whereas the latter examined
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concrete proposals on merging and streamlining
activities of ECA-sponsored institutions in order to
make them more efficient and effective instruments
of economic integration at regional level.

498. The thirteenth edition of the Bulletin of ECA-
sponsored institutions was also published and cir-
culated to all concerned.

50. The Economic Cooperation Office was also
deeply involved in the work of the Joint
OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat aimed at promoting the
implementation of the Abuja Treaty, through parti-
cipation in studies and servicing of the meeting of
chief executives of OAU, ECA and ADB.

Agriculture and rural development

51. During the period under review, the secre-
tariat, jeintly with the Food and Agriculture
Organization, carried out a number of activities.
These are summarized under the following broad
headings: food and agricultural development policy,
planning and programming; agricultural production,
institutions and services; agricuttural marketing;
rural transformation and development; and fisheries
and living resources.

52. In the area of food and agricultural develop-
ment policy, planning and programming activities
comprising technical publications and training
workshop were impiemented.

53. Technical publications underscoring policy
measures, strategies and requirements for a sustain-
abie agriculturai development were prepared. The
details are as follows:

{a}  The evaluation and monitoring of the
impact on African agricuiture of the 1992 European
economic integration measures;

{b) Appraisal, monitoring and evaluation of
the impact of bio-technology on agricultural
davelopment;

(c) Measures to increase the operational
effectiveness of planning and policy-making insti-
tutions in agricultural development;

{d} Approaches to improve agricultural
data collection, processing and interpretation for the
benefit of member States in the Eastern and
Southern African subregion; and

(e} Measures for the promotion, rehabilita-
tion and conservation of green belts and/or soils in
the North African subregion.

54. A workshop on the improvemsnt of public
sector capacities in project management and
administration which scught to enhance the capa-
bilities of agricultural development planners and

policy makers in project management and adminis-
tration was organized.

55, In the domain of agricultural marketing,
efforts were centred on the analysis and diagnosis
of agricultural marketing problems and the proffer-
ing of solutions. in this regard, the secretariat’s
work was directed mainly towards research of
which studies on the following were carried out:

{ay The improvement of agricultural
development policies through a comparative
analysis of the structural advantages of agricultural
export-oriented products of Africa and Souih-East
Asia;

{b} Measures for alleviating infrastructural
constraints to intra-regional food trade, whose
findings and conclusions were presented in a report
to the meetings of the Intergovernmental Com-
mittees of Experts of the MULPOCs;

{c) Identificationofabpropriateintervent_ion
policies and measures for enhancing the access by
small farmers to credit facilities; and

{d) A study on the review and assessment
of small farmer credit programmes in Africa in the
light of the experiences of other deveioping regions.

56. Capacity building was also an area to which
the secretariat attached tremendous importance. In
this connection, two outputs were implemented,
namely the development of a curriculum for the
training of agricultural marketing instructors in
agricultural marketing extension services and a
curriculum for the training of agricultural marketing
instructors in basic marketing principles.

57. Activities undertaken in the areas of agricul-
tural production, institutions and services focused
mainly on sustainable food security and poverty
alleviation. The specific activities carried out per-
tained to better understanding of the food security
situation in Africa; the praparation of outlooks;
development of tools for programming and promo-
tion of comprehensive food security programmes;
improvement of member States’ capacities in food
security policy analysis; development of information
base notably through networking for maize and non-
conventional food resources.

58. During the period under review, the secre-
tariat organized four meetings for the Central and
West African States. The specific purpose of the
meetings was to provide a forum for the countries
to exchange views on critical food security issues
and to make action-oriented recommendations.

59. Given that non-traditiona! food cammodities
can also serve as a basis for promoting food
security, the secretariat produced a manual for the
benefit of member countries on measures designed
to expand food availability through the exploitation
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of non-conventional food resources

fauna).

(flora and

60. The secretariat’'s activity in the area of live-
stock resources development in Africa consisted of
research and the testing of livestock models in
Central and West African subregions. The ultimate
objective of these models was to develop analytical
tools which may rationalize planning and manage-
ment intervention measures leading to sustainable
growth in the livestock subsector.

61. A number of activities in the area of rural
structural transformation and development were
carried out during the period. These included
participation in seminars and preparation of basic
documents related to the development of rural life,
particularly the life of the poorest group of the
population.

62. The following reports were produced:

{(a) A report on the strengthening of finan-
cial institutions for rural Africa on the provision of
credit for agricultural and other income-generating
activities in selected African countries; and

{b)  One issue of "Rural Progress" focusing
on different probiems of rural development.

63. The secretariat embarked upon a major field
project aimed at promoting massive rehabilitation
and development of agriculture in the Tigray region
of Ethiopia.

64. Another activity undertaken pertained to the
servicing of a seminar on the state of world poverty
in Nairobi in June 1993 at which a report entitied
"ECA and poverty alleviation in sub-Saharan Africa"
was presented.

65. An in-depth study on the dimensions of priva-
tization of land resources in Africa, drawing heavily
on case studies from field experience of East
African countries and on attempts to critically
assess land tenure systems in the subregion, parti-
cularty in relation to efficient land-use planning and
investment programmes, is under implementation.

66. In the areas of fisheries and marine living
resources, a significant number of activities were
carried out. These pertained to:

{a) Documentation of relevant fisheries-
related issues, including reports, publication and
databases. These were:

(i) Elaboration of a subregional mari-
time data bank in the member
States of the Indian Ocean Com-
mission;

(ii) Publication on measures for
strengthening cooperation for the

exploitation and management of
shared inland fisheries resources
in Africa for agricultural
development officials;

{iii} Report on trends in food security
and food self-sufficiency in
Africa discussed at the ECA
Conference of Ministers in May
1994:

{iv) Eiaboration of aquaculture
development strategies in the
various subregions of the con-
tinent;

{v) Publication on the enhancement
of capacities for the updating
and treatment of data (in parti-
cular statistical data) in the fields
of agricuiture and fisheries;

{vi} Preparation of a basic document
on a proposed strategy for
developing the fisheries sector as
a basis for harmonizing and co-
ordinating related activities in the
sector;

Preparation of a technical publi-
cation on measures for streng-
thening cooperation in  the
exploitation and management of
shared fisheries resources
{(Zambezi basin: Mozambique,
Zambia and Zimbabwe),;

{vii)

Preparation of a technical pub-
lication on subregional coopera-
tion in effective implementation
of exclusive economic zones
(EEZ) in the fields of fisheries
resources  (Mozambique and
Madagascar};

{wviif)

{ix) Preparation of a monograph on
the survey of aquaculture
development in selected African
countries inciuding the analysis
of conditions of development,
lessons to be learnt and relevant
recommendations with a focus
on traditional aquaculture and
deveiopment of industrial export-
oriented aquaculture; and

() Preparation of two documents on
the present status of agriculture
and fisheries in Africa and on
situational analysis with regard to
fisheries activities in Africa;

(b} Organization of
workshops as follows:

seminars/training/-
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{i) Seminar on a study relating to
the analysis and review of the
aquaculture sector in Africa;

{ii} National seminar on fisheries
policy and strategy in Ethiopia;

{c}  Provision of the following technical
assistance:

{i) Advisory services on fisheries-
related issues for the post-
conflict reconstruction and
rehabilitation of affected African
countries such as Mozambigue.

(ii) A fact-finding mission to Eritrea
to follow-up on previous acti-
vities regarding the formulation
of a master plan for the rehabi-
litation, reconstruction and
development of the country.

67. Other activities performed included coopera-
tion with subregional organizations on the exploita-
tion of fisheries resgurces within the countries’
EEZs, including a review of the existing fishing
agreements and participation in the warking group
of the EEC project on development of lake fisheries
in Ethiopia.

Marine affairs

68. During the period under review, activities in
the marine affairs area were primarily to provide
advisory services on application of legal
mechanisms established by the United Nations
Canvention on the Law of the Sea for exploitation
of non-living resources of the sea. The secretariat
fielded missions to 10 African member States,
namely Cape Verde, Egypt, Ethiopia, the Gambia,
Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Namibia and
the United Republic of Tanzania.

69. A technical study on current status of aware-
ness, ratification and progress in the implementation
of the provisions of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea was published in 1994 and
a summary of the findings of the study was pre-
sented at a regional seminar in March 1994,

70. In March 1994, the secretariat, in colla-
boration with the International Ocean Institute {101},
convened and serviced a regional leadership seminar
on marine/ocean affairs in Africa in Addis Ababa,
whose objectives, inter alia, were to provide a
farum for dialogue among African sectoral leaders
on the need to promote sustainable development of
marine/ocean resources in Africa.

Public adminstration and fiscal affairs

71. The bulk of the secretariat’s work in public
administration and fiscal affairs was on research-to

identify weaknesses in the operations of public insti-
tutions, including policy options and measures for
enhancing their role in the development process.
The following studies were undertaken during the
period:

{a) "Improving government financial report-
ing systems in selected African countries: - A
country case study of Tanzania”, assessing the
government reporting systems and practices in the
United Republic of Tanzania;

{b) "Ways and means of mobilizing tax
revenues from the informal sector in selected
African countries™, in which the role of the informal
sector was examined and measures on how to
mohilize tax revenue from the informal sector were
reviewed;

{c} "Reforming of taxation policies,
systems and improvement in tax administration:
The case of Ethiopia";

{d}  "The impact of automation and modern
technology: on efficiency and effectiveness of
financial management in public enterprises in
Africa”; and

{e)  "Fiscal policiesin the agricultural sector:
Review of issues and policy options for increased
food self-sufficiency in Kenya and Tanzania".

72. Due attention was given to other allied issues
such as need for improvements in legal and regula-
tory constraints to private sector development;
developing and strengthening credit and capital
markets for private sector development; and fiscal
policies for promoting indigenous private sector
investment. Indeveloping a better understanding of
the issues surrounding these concerns, the
secretariat carried out research on themes such as
assessment of the performance of reformed public
and recently privatized enterprises in Africa;
deveioping African capital markets: The human
resource and training challenge; measures for the
stimulation, development and promotion of indi-
genous entrepreneurial capability in Africa; and
various approaches to privatization in Africa.

73. A directory of institutions in Africa offering
management education and training is being com-
piled by the secretariat. Information on the role of
African professional associations in providing
management development and supportive services
will also be compiled into a technical publication.

Environment and development

74. Activities in environment and development
during the period under review focused on
developing common interpretations, strategies and
action programme on the recommendations of the
United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) held in June 1992 and which
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adopted Agenda 21, as well as the implementation
of the recommendations of the Conference.

75. Coordination with African regional and sub-
regional intergovernmental organizations repre-
sented a significant component of the secretariat’s
activities on environmental matters. In this respect,
the secretariat carried out regular consultations with
OAU on the UNCED follow-up and the promotion of
the African Common Position during the Assembly
of Heads of State and Government of QAU in June
1993. Cooperation with QAU also included inputs
into the development of an African perspective on
the International Convention to Combat Deserti-
fication and preparation of the Regional Position for
Africa for the World Conference on Natural Disaster
Reduction in Yokohama, Japan, in May 1994.

76. Coordination with IGADD, SADCC, PTA and
ECOWAS also received adequate attention. The
secretariat  participated in  coordinating the
desertification component of the UNDP assistance
project to ECOWAS, the joint servicing of an IGADD
expert group meeting on the International Conven-
tion to Combat Desertification, held in Addis Ababa,
from 5 to 8 August 1993 and the joint servicing of
the tenth session of the Council of Ministers and
fourth summit of Heads of State of IGADD, also
heid in Addis Ababa on 2 and 3 and 6 and 7
September 1993 respectively.

Human settlements

77. The specific problems and activities addressed
during the period under review were on redressing
the rural/urban imbalance through identifying settle-
ment policy issues and developing and promoting
guidelines for the formulation and implementation of
national settlements policies aimed at balanced
spatial distribution of population and economic
activities within the context of a sound environment
along with fand reforms and the promotion of rural
townships; strengthening the indigenous construc-
tion sector through the development of indigenous
skills, low-cost building materials and small-scale
production units and transfer of appropriate
technology.

78. In this respect, a number of publications
covering a variety of human settlements issues
were produced, namely:

{a) Bulletin on Human Settlemeants Situation
in Africa;

{b)  Physicatl planning methodologies and
techniques applicable to arid and semi-arid areas as
well as coastal and tropical forest zones, parti-
cularly with regard to environmental protection and
development;

{c} Formulation of efficient land-use
planning within the framework of the urban
economy; and

{d)  Guidelines on shelter indicators for the
formulation and the assessment of national shelter
policies in Africa within the framework of the Giobal
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000.

79. The secretariat continued its efforts towards
the development of local building materials and has
within the period under review put into operation
pilot plants for the commercial manufacture of
stabilized soil blocks in Senegal and fibre concrete
roofing tiles in Cameroon and Guinea. Two lime
kilns are under construction in Uganda. In addition,
the regional project would be expected to provide
avenues for full-scale demonstration of the process
of technology transfer and better opportunities for
the coardination of the efforts of individual coun-
tries in training technicians, artisans and entre-
preneurs for the widespread production of alterna-
tive building materials.

Industrial development

80. The thrust of activities carried out during the
period under review was on research studies aimed
at assisting member countries to formulate appro-
priate industrial policies and to more effectively
implement industrial programmmes that would bring
about the revitalization and restructuring of the
industrial sector and promote industrial programmes
and projects by supporting national and multina-
tional resource-based core industries {chemical,
engineering, metallurgical, agro-based and small
scale} as well as private industrial enterprises. In
the context of the second Industrial Development
Decade for Africa, emphasis was put on the mohili-
zation of financial resources for industrial invest-
ment and development of critical capabilities for
industrizlization in Africa.

81. The secretariat jointly organized with UNIDO
the eleventh meeting of the Conference of African
Ministers of Industry, in close cooperation with the
Government of Mauritius and in consultation with
OAU, which took place in Port Louis from 31 May
to 3 June 1993. It was preceded by the meeting of
the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the
Whole on Industrialization in Africa which was held
from 24 to 29 May 1993. The major outcome from
this meeting was the adoption of resolutions and
the Mauritius Declaration underscoring the
importance of the private sector and natural
resource-based core industries in the seif-reliant and
self-sustained development of Africa.

82. A number of technical publications intended
to assist member countries in their efforts to pro-
mote the industrial private sector and develop
natural resource-based core industries which are
engines of economic growth and development,
particularly within the context of the IDDA |
programme were prepared as follows:

{a)  The annual bulletin "Focus on African
Industry;”
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(b} =~ Directory of project profiles on smail-
scale industries;

{c} Investment and financial policies and
their impact on the development of indigenous
industries;

Ad}  Lessons from selected newly indus-
trialized countries for the effective implementation
of IDDA |; '

{e}  Natural resources for the production of
nitrogen, phosphate and potash fertilizers in Africa,
their utilization and perspectives for their integrated
development in the context of IDDA II;

{f Possibility for the application of the
compact mini-plants technology for the manufac-
turing of steel products in African countries in the
context of IDDA Il; and

{g)  Atechnical handbook on composite and
non-wheat flours in the context of IDDA H.

83. During the period under review, two ad hoc
expert group meetings - one on the promotion of
investment in the industrial projects in the context
of IDDA Il and the other on the possibility of pro-
duction of basic chemicals from natural gas - were
organized with a view to finalizing two technical
publications using the experience of African experts
in the fields of investment promotion and chemicals.

84. In addition, three subregional follow-up meet-
ings on the implementation of the subregional pro-
grammes for IDDA Il {one each for West Africa,
North Africa and Eastern and Southern Africa) were
jointly organized with UNIDO and in collaboration

with the host Governments of Cote d’lvoire, Tunisia’

~and Ethiopia. These meetings assessed and
analyzed the subregional and country industrial
priorities with a view to making concrete and imple-
mentable proposals.

85. Within the framework of the implementation
of IDDA |l, consultants assisted member countries
in promoting 11 selected subregional projects in the
priority areas of metal, chemical, engineering and
agro-industries. In doing so, each consultant, inter
alia, assessed the status of projects selected in
each subregion and provided technical advice on
their implementation.

86. The secretariat intensified its cooperation with
QAU and ADB, particularly within the context of the
Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat through the joint
organization of and in cooperation with the South
Center, a seminar on the Report of the South Com-
mission, held in Addis Ababa on 15 and 16
September 1993, The theme of the seminar was
on policy options for Africa in the 1990s in the light
of the South Commission Report and recent global
development strategies.

87. In addition, the Joint QAU/ECA/ADB Secre-
tariat met in Cairo from 5 to 7 December 1993 to
finalize the draft agenda for the sixth consultative
meeting of the chief executives and to discuss the
implementation of the Abuja Treaty, the privatiza-
tion and the role of the private sector in Africa and
intra-African trade, including the role of the
AFREXIMBANK.

88. The secretariat provided substantive support
and logistics to the seventh international Con-
ference on Small and Medium Enterprises jointly
organized by Ethiopia and the World Assembly of
Small and Medium Enterprises {(WASME) in Addis
Ababa from 9 to 11 March 1994 concurrently with
an international trade fair which opened officially on
6 March 1924,

Trade development and cooperation

89. The secretariat’s activities in the area of trade
development and cooperation aimed at assisting
member States in designing, adopting and imple-
menting policies and measures consisting of the
promotion and expansion of domestic and intra-
African trade, particularly in the context of the
African Economic Community, and of developing its
international trade relations.

90. In this connection, the secretariat, among
other things, serviced the twelfth session of the
Conference of African Ministers of Trade in Tunis
from 20 to 24 October 1983. The conference,
which was held against the backdrop of significant
developments taking place in the international trade
relations, was convened under the theme "Fostering
an enabling environment for Africa’s trade into the
twenty-first century: Policies, strategies and
measures.”

91. Among the reports presented for discussion
by the meeting were:

(al The effective participation of Africa in
international trade; ‘ :

(b} The continuing decline in commodity
prices of export interest to Africa;

{e}  The role of the private sector in pro-
moting intra-African trade;

{d)  The impact on Africa of the conclusion
of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotia-
tions; and

{e} The preparation for the Mid-Term
Review of the Lome |V Convention in the wake of
the European Union and enhancing South-South
cooperation.

92, Also presented to the conference for its
review were:
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(a) A report entitled "Enhancing the role of
women in domestlc trade™ on a study outlining the
‘factors hindering women from realizing their full
potential in domestic trade and proposing pollcv
measures that could possibly improve women’s
situation and make credit facilities easily accessible
to women entrepreneurs; and

{b) A report entitled "Facilitating develop-
ment of rural trade through provision of services,
trade financing and rural credit” which was also
submitted to the technical meeting of experts of the
Conference of African Ministers of Trade.

93. A number of studies on trade development
and cooperation with emphasis on domestic, intra-
African and international trade were translated into
publications.

94, The publications on domestic trade looked at
possible .ways for its enhancement and included
factors. contributing to the underdevelopment of
domestic trade in Africa among which were
elabeorated an underdeveloped entrepreneurship and
lack of appropriate and supportive infrastructures.
Another publication examined the need to develop
rural trade within the context of the strategies for
developing Africa’s economies as recognized by
most African countries since independence. It
further examined. mechanisms needed for facilitat-
ing the development of rural trade, particularly as
regards the need to provide adequate services in
_ support. of such trade, including appropriate trade
‘fmancmg and rural credit.

95. Publications in the area of intra-African trade
included the following:

{a) Prospects for expanding intra-African
trade through planning of production on subregional
basis;

{b) The growth prospects for intra-African
trade and elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers;

{c) Mechanisms for stabilizing the export
earnings of African countries;

(d) African Trade Bulletin, volumes 17 and
18;

{e) Flash on Trade Opportunities, numbers
58, 59, 60 and 61;

- {f) ' Directory of Chambers of Commerce,
Industry, Agriculture and Mines, fourth edition; and

{g) African Trade Directory, Volume 1: The
external debt crisis.

96. The emergence of large regional trading blocs
in other regions of the world and potential threat of
growing protectionism necessitated the secretariat
to undertake studies to assess the impact of all

these developmehts on the region’s international
trade. These studies resulted in the following pub-
lications: '

{a) Africa’s competitiveness in the tradi-

. tional markets past experiences and questions for

future; and

{b)  Africa’s export prospects: The Uruguay
Round and beyond.

Monetary and financial policies and strategies

97. Activities in monetary and financial policies
and strategies concentrated on assisting African
countries to devise strategies for alleviating the debt
burden and improving their debt management capa-
bilities as well as helping in the process of monetary
and financial integration in Africa in the context of
implementation of the Treaty establishing the
African Economic Community. The experiences
derived from these activities were described in
various reports submitted to the fifth session of the
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, which
took place in Libreville, Gabon on 1 and 2 March
1994. The conference was preceded by the meet-
ing of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts from
ministries of finance and central banks from 25 to
28 February 1994, The conference convened under
the theme "The problematic of financing develop-
ment in Africa". It also deliberated on a number of
issues covering trade financing problems in Africa;
the debt problems and resource mobilization includ-
ing the establishment of an African Monetary Fund.

98. A discussion forum was organized to coincide
with the conference providing an opportunity for the
ministers to exchange views on the issues pre-
sented by prominent speakers invited from multi-
lateral institutions, United Nations agencies and
other professionals and academicians.

99. The secretariat undertook research on topical
monetary and financial issues, particularly Africa’s
debt and implications of recent developments in the
world economy on the economic, monetary and
financial situation of Africa, the outcome of which
is reflected in the following publications:

{a} Measures needed to facilitate trade
financing in African countries;

{b}  Analysis of the impact of debt-relief
initiatives on African debt;

(¢) New initiatives to deal with the African
debt problem within a framework ensuring linkages
between debt, trade and development;

(d}  Impact of new developments in interna-
tional economic, monetary and financial relations on
economic, monetary and financial situation in
Africa;
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" (e} The impact of recent international
developments on net resource transfer to African
countrles, and

{f) = The impact of political and economic
changes in the East, especially in former USSR
countries, on the external financing trends of
African countries.

100. The secretariat, as part of enhancing its

capacity for analyzing and forecasting Africa’s
external debt situation, initiated the creation of a
database on Africa’s external debt profile incor-
porating both Africa’s external debt statistics and
variables determining its capacity to service debt.

101. The secretariat als® organized a seminar on
review of Africa’s debt situation and the impact of
declining commodity prices on Africa’s capacity to
grow and service its external debt, which took place
in Addis Ababa on 15 and 16 November 13933,
followed by a workshop on review of pragmatic

ways and means of alleviating Africa’s external debt .

burden, on 17 and 18 November 1993.

102. With regard to the secretariat’s cooperation
with subregional, regional and international IGOs, it
participated and contributed in the followmg meet-
ings and workshops

{a}* Second High-Level Expert Group Meet-

ing for the Global Coalition For Afrlca, Washington,
D.C., from 2 to b May, 1993;+

(b}  Meeting of the Warking Party of the
~African Caucus of the Board of Governors of the
IMF/World Bank, Arusha, from 3 to 6 August 1993;

{c) Twenty-ninth session of the Board of
Governors of the African Development Bank and the
twentieth session of the African Development Fund,
Abidjan, from 12 to 14 May 1983;

“{d)  Second African-African American
Summit, Libreville, from 24 t0.28 May, 1993; and

{e} Ministerial meeting"-on the initiative to
facilitate cross-border investment, trade and pay-
ment in East and Southern Africa and the Indian
Qcean region, Kampala, 27 August 1993,

103. During the period under review, the Joint
ECA/UNCTAD Unit on Transnational Corporations
continued to focus its efforts on research with the

view to encourage private sector activities for better
output and to énhance the role of foreign direct
investment in the financing of African development.
In this regard, the Unit undertook the following
studies:

{a)  Foreign direct investment from develop-
ing countries: The case of Mauritius;

(b}  The role of trading transnational cor-
porations on the development of industrialization in
the developing countnes The case of ngerla and
Ghana;

{c} Investment flows from Central and
Eastern Europe into Africa: Case study on Nigeria;

{d} Prospectferincreased future activity of
Japanese FDI in Africa;

{e}  Technology transfer through foreign
direct investment: The case of Japanese invest-
ment in Africa; and

) Japanese foreign direct investment in
Africa: The case of Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya and
Ethiopia.

104. The Joint ECA/UNCTAD Unit on Transnational

~Corporations participated in the meeting of the

preparatory committee of the Tokyo Conference on
African Development, 15 to 25 March 1993 and in
the Conference itself from 1 to 8 October 1993.

Natural resources

105. Activities in the natural resources areas
covered the explaration and development of mineral
resources; the development and management of
water resources and the development and provision

‘of cartographic and remote sensing services.

106. In the area of mineral resources, the secre-
tariat’s primary cbjective was to promote coopera-
tion among ECA member States for the develop-
ment and management of their mineral resources.
In this context, the secretariat organized and
serviced the fifth Regional Conference on Mineral
Resources Development and Utilization in Africa
under the theme "Mineral resources deveiopment
and environment in Africa.”

107. In line with the objective of promoting
cooperation among member States, the secretariat
carried out a comparative study to review the
present status of mineral resources deveiopment
policies in the region, from which emerged a pub-
lication entitled "Mineral resources development
polices in Africa.”

108. During the period under consideration,
technical assistance was provided to:

{a} The Government of Equatorial Guinea,
in proposing a new organizational structure of the
Mining Department;

{b}  Egyptian Aluminium Facilities, by con-
ducting jointly with UNIDO a study on "copper and
aluminum fabricating facilities in Africa”;

' {c}  Mintex/South Africa, - by contributing
and presentmg a paper as one of the key speakers
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to the conference on financial and technical support
for mining ventures, organized by Mintex/South
Africa in Johannesburg in November 1993;

{d) The Government of the Niger, by pro-
viding a resource person who presented a paper on
"constraints on small-scale gold mining in Africa”,
at a round-table meeting organized by the Govern-
ment in Niamey in October 1993;

e} The Central African Mineral Resources
Development Centre {CAMRDC), by assisting in the
organization and servicing of the meeting of its
Executive Board which reviewed the difficulties
presently faced by the Centre with the view to
revitalizing its operation;

(f} The East and Southern African Mineral
Resources Development Centre (ESAMRDC), in sen-
sitizing its member States on its financial difficulties
and in the servicing of the meeting of its Governing
Council; and

(g} The Liptako-Gourma Development
Authority, comprising Burkina Faso, Mali and the
Niger, by undertaking a comparative study based on
a field mission to Cote d’lvoire, Ghana and Guinea,
with a view to rationalizing small-scale gold mining
activities in the member countries of the Authority.

109. Activities in the field of water resources
covered the following:

{a}  In the framework of enhancing a closer
working relationship among organizations involved
in water resources development in Africa, the
secretariat organized and convened in June 1993
the second annual meeting of Inter-agency Group
for Water in Africa {IGWA}, a body established for
the coordination and harmonization of water acti-
vities by the United Nations system of organiza-
tions and intergovernmental bodies in Africa;

(b} In order to facilitate dialogue among the
Undugu group of countries on cooperation in water
development related issues, the secretariat
organized, convened and serviced the tenth minis-
terial meeting of Undugu countries which reviewed
a draft memorandum of understanding for coopera-
tion among the countries of the subregion;

(c}  Studies resulting in publications cover-
ing problems and prospects for water development
ware undertaken. These were:

{i) Launching of the study on the
" prablems and prospects for inte-
grated development of the Nile

basin. Emanating from the find-

ings and information derived

from this study was a report con-

taining proposals for subregional
cooperation on development of

the Nile elucidating the scope,

strategies, framework and

modalities for cooperation;

{ii) Preparation of a comprehensive
report on existing trans-boundary
river/lake basin organizations in
Africa and presented at the
ECA/UNDP joint meeting on co-
ordination and harmonization of
activities of the intergovern-
mental organizations;

{iii) Publication of the sixth issue of
MAJI, an annual information
bulletin on water resources
activities in Africa in December
1993; and

{iv) Publication of a technical study
on conservation and rational use
of water resources in selected
North African countries. Based
on. this study, a summary paper
was presented at a workshop on
ground water organized by the
Secretariat of the League of Arab
States.

110. The secretariat participated in the sixth
session of the Working Group on Hydrology of the
WMO Regional Association for Africa, held in
Abidjan, from 24 November to 3 December 1993,
at which contributions were made in the formulation
of the future programmes of countries in Africa and
of WMOQ in the area of water resources assessment.

111. In the field of cartography and remote sens-
ing, the secretariat provided technical and mana-
gerial advisory services to the Regional Centre for
Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing
{RCSSMRS) in Nairobi; the Regional Centre for
Training in Aerospace Surveys {RECTAS} in lle Ife,
Nigeria and the African Organization for Carto-
graphy and Remote Sensing {AQCRS) in Algiers.

112. The secretariat’s services and products in
cartography and remote sensing also included the
following:

{a). Preparation of the exhibition material on
ECA’s activities to the first Afro-Arab Trade Fair,
held in Tunis from 22 to 31 Qctober 1993;

b Preparation and dissemination of infor-
mation on surveying, mapping, remote sensing and
geographic information systems to the relevant
institutions in the member countries;

{c} Preparation of technical papers for the
International Scociety for Photogrammetry and
Remote Sensing’s Working Group on International
Mapping from Space, held in Hannover, Germany,
in September 1393 and for the United Nations
Regional Conference on Space Technology for
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Sustainable Development in Africa which took place
in Dakar from 25 to 29 October 1993,

Energy. including new _and renewable sources of

energy

113. The thrust of the secretariat’s activities in the
area of energy, including new and renewable
sources of energy, during the period under review
aimed at assisting member States in the develop-
ment of indigenous energy sources and the formu-
lation of adequate energy policy, in strengthening
institutional and capacity building through training
of African experts in the energy sector.

114. The above activities were carried out through
studies and research, expert group meetings, tech-
nical publications, training/seminars and workshops.

115. Specifically, the secretariat organized an ad

hoc expert group meeting for senior advisers on

"Energy policy and strategies in Africa”, in Addis
Ababa from 17 to 19 May 1993.

116. The following technical publications were
prepared during the period under review:

{a)  Energy supply, energy use and related
policy options in African countries; and

{b)  Potential contribution of new and re-
newable sources of energy to the African energy

supply.

117. As part of its contribution to the symposium/-
exhibition on the fabrication of electrical materials
in Africa, held in Casablanca in May 1994, the
secretariat prepared and presented two papers
entitied: "South-South, North-South partnership, its
prospects and development" and "Experience of
equipment manufacturing and installation industries
existing in Africa".

Science and technolagy for development

118. During the period under review, the science
and technology activities of the secretariat focused
on the strengthening of infrastructure for policy
making and planning in the development and appii-
cation of science and technology; human resources
development and  utilization of manpower for
science and technology; and promotion of sub-
regional and regional cooperation.

119. The secretariat organized the biennial meeting
of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for
Science and Technology Development (IGCESTD,
in Addis Ababa from 22 to 26 November 1993, at
which participants examined important issues aris-
ing out of various meetings and studies imple-
mented during the 1992-1993 biennium and made
recommendations on policies and strategies for
enhancing the management of science and techno-
logy in the member States. It also organized the

second meeting of the North Africa Subregional
Working Group in Tunis from 13 to 16 December
1993 which, among other things, examined the
developments in science and technology in the
member States of the subregion, elaborated a
number of subregional projects and examined the
basis for a subregional policy in science and
technology.

120. With regard to the provision of technical
support, assistance was provided to the African
Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT) and the
African Regional Organization for Standardization
(ARSOI in programme development and execution
by providing advisory service to the meetings of its
Executive Board and its sub-committees from 13 to
18 April 1894 which elaborated the future orienta-
tion of the work programme.

121. The secretariat, in its efforts to strengthen
capacities in science and technology, organized two
training workshops in Kampala from 17 to 21 May
1993 and from 20 to 24 September 1994. The
first workshop was on the integration of science
and technology, economic and development poli-
cies, while the second dealt with technology
assessment:  its concepts, methodologies and
institutional arrangements.

122. With regard to regional and subregional co-
operation, the secretariat participated in a workshop
on science and technology organized by the
Southern African Development Coordination Con-
ference (SADCC) in Lusaka on 21 and 22 July 1993
which examined a study on the science and techno-
logy situation in the subregion. The secretariat also
assisted RANDFORUM in the organization of and
participated in the first Presidential Forum, a
significant event in the overall effort to mobilize the
African political leadership to support the develop-
ment and application of science and technoiogy,
which took place in Gaborone, Botswana from 31
October to 1 November 1903,

123. The secretariat carried out a study on the
subregional and regional professional scientific and
technical associations and institutions, the aim of
which was to identify measures for galvanizing the
capacities of scientific and technological institutions
in promoting socio-economic development.

Population

124. During the period under review, the secre-
tariat’s activities in population issues emphasized
the integration of population factors in development
planning as well as on studies in the areas of popu-
lation dynamics, family planning, HIV/AIDS and
other pandemic and their interralationships with
sustainable development.

125, In this respect, the secretariat presented a
number of reports to the eighth session of the Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and
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Demographers, held in Addis Ababa from 21 10 26
March 1994). These included:

{a) Implementation of the Kilimanjaro
Programme of Action on population;

{b) Comparative study on family planning
and birth spacing programmes in ECA member
States;

{c} Demographic and social consequences
of ageing in ECA member States;

{d}  Socio-economic and demographic con-
sequences of HIV/AIDS and other pandemic in ECA
member States;

{e} Population activities in 1892-1993,
examination of the approved programme of work for
1994-1995 and consideration of the draft work
programme for 1996-1997; and

A1) Preparations for the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development:. the
African Common Position.

126. The secretariat carried out a number of
research studias which set out to examine the inter-
relationships between population factors and sus-
tainable development, and determination of appro-
priate pelicies and strategies for addressing these
inter-related issues. Research findings were pre-
sented in the following technicat publications:

{a)  An assessment of the formulation and
implementation of national population programmes
in ECA member States during the 1990s;

(b} A manual for the integration of popula-
tinn factors in human resource development with
particular reference to educational sector planning;

{c}  Mortality levels, patterns, trends,
differentials and their socio-economic interrela-
tionships in Africa;

{d)  Correlation of changing infant and child
mortality and fertlity in relation to development
programmes in selected member States;

{e) Relationship between population and
environment with particular reference to mortality in
selected member States;

{f)  Alternatives to traditional approaches in
the formulation and implementation of family
planning programmaes in African countries; and

{g}  Consistency of United Nations projec-
tions with those produced by selected ECA member
States.

127. In addition to assisting' member States in
building thair capacities through training and

seminars, advisory services were offered in the
areas of population analysis, evaluation, dissemina-
tion and project formulation under the new system
of UNFPA’s technical support services and country
support teams located in Addis Ababa, Dakar and
Harare.

128. The ECA-sponsored Regional Institute for
Popuiation Studies (RIPS) in Accra and the fastitut
de formation et de recherche démographiques
{IFORD) in Yaounde continued to provide training
and research programmes. The RIPS programme
offered a twelve-month Master of Arts (MA) Degree
in Population Studies; a Master of Philosophy
{M.Phil.) and the Doctor of Philesophy (Ph.D}
Degree in Population Studies, while the IFORD
programme comprised of formal training courses in
demographic studies.

Transport and communications

129. Four main activities dominated the secre-
tariat's efforts in the field of transport and com-
munications. These were related to international
cooperation, parliamentary services, published
materials, operational activities, ad hoc expert group
meetings and coordination, harmonization and
liaison activities with respect to the implementation
of the programme of the second United Nations
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa
(UNTACDA lI}.

130. As regards parliamentary related activities,
the following were accomplished:

{a} Development and presentation of two
reports to the North African Transport Committee
on ECA’s contribution to the implementation of the
Committee’s work programme and the reestab-
lishment of the Trans-African Highway Bureau;

{b) Presentation of a report to an inter-
governmental meeting of African port experts and
senior officials on current status and steps taken to
promote cooperation among African ports.

131. Technical materials on the development of
transport, telecommunications and postal services
in Africa as well as on the management and/or
operation of transport services in Africa were pre-
pared and published as follows:

{a} Three newsletters on the activities of
UNTACDA Il;

{b) Guidelines for improving clearing and
forwarding operations in Africa;

{c)  Guidelines for improved management of
shipping in Africa;

{d) Port dues and charges for cargo-
handling and their impact on efficiency;
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te}  Guidelines for improving coordination
among port authorities and port users;

{f} Guidelines on improvement of inland
water port efficiency in Africa;

{g) Measures to improve air
activities and services in Africa;

transport

{h)  Efficiency and performance of main-
tenance and repair workshops for rolling stock in
African railways;

{#) Ways of strengthening subregional co-
operation through pooling and rationa! use of exist-
ing maintenance and repair capacities and promo-
tion of spare parts manufacture;

{ji Review of road transit charges in the
various subregions: economic evaluation of
selected substandard sections of the trans-African
highways;

{k}  Development of standard maintenance
management systems;

1)} Guidelines on the development of
human resource capabilities in the field of freight
forwarding in Africa;

{m) Developments in the dimensions of
maritime containers and their consequences for
road, rail, maritime and inland water transport in
Africa;

{n}  Guidelings in the development of affi-
cient transport chains along transit corridors:

{ol  Planping concepts of digital networks;

{p}  Status of African telecommunications
networks development; and

{q) Guidelines for improving intra-African
maii routeing plans. '

132. The secretariat organized an ad hoc expert
group meeting to review guidelines on development
of subregional cooperation in shipping in Africa.

133. Three field projects, namely human resource
and institutionai development, transport database
and manufacture of transport equipment, were
being carried out. The first concerns the develop-
ment of management policy reform, institutional
development, technical and other human capacities
in the regional transport and communications sec-
tor; the second relates to activities aimed at the
eventual establishment of transport data gathering,
processing and dissemination; and the third looks
into the feasibility of manufacturing selected
transport equipment and/or components in Africa.

Tourism

134. During the period under review, the secre-
tariat carried out substantive activities towards the
development of tourism in Africa. These included
assistance to member States, research and publica-
tions and cooperation with other organizations in
analyzing policies and strategies and building capa-
cities required to effectively manage tourism
development.

135. Assistance to member States and inter-
governmental organizations in defining their needs.
Buiiding capacities for meeting these needs
included:

{a) Elaboration of terms of reference for the
initiation of the pan-African tourism organization, in
cocperation with the Southern Africa Regional
Tourism Council;

{b)  Assistance to Madagascar in the organi-
zation of a festival of arts and culture; and

{ci  Assistance to COMESA in the elabora-
tion of a tourism programme and a strategy for the
development of tourism in the Preferential Trade
Area for Eastern and Southern African States.

136. A compendium on the deliberations of the
Conferences of African Ministers of Tourism,
highlighting the major decisions taken, is being
prepared.

137. Furthermore, during the period under review,
the secretariat worked closely with other organiza-
tions, specifically with the World Tourism Organiza-
tion on the organization of the seminar on tourism
statistics, for which ECA prepared a technical pub-
lication on "Tourism and national accounts”. It also
contributed to the renegotiation of the Lome IV
Convention with the African Group of the ACP
States in Brussels.

Women in development

138. The secretariat carried out activities which
emphasized the importance of econamic empower-
ment of women and their access to resources and
the enhancement of the role of women in the main-
stream of development. In this respect, activities
were undertaken towards buifding up and reinforc-
ing the business and managerial capabilities of
women, capacity building as well as strengthening
of the data base on women. Particular attention
was also placed on the preparation of the Africa
region for the World Conference on Women to be
held in Beijing in 1995,

139. In its effort to enhance women’'s entre-
preneurial activities, the secretariat undertook a pre-
feasibility study on the establishment of a bank for
women with a view to promoting women’s produc-
tive activities. The secretariat, in collaboration with
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the Pan-African Institute for Development of East
and Southern Africa (PAID-ESA) and with financial
assistance from the " Netherlands Government,
organized a training of trainers workshop for pro-
-motion of women entrepreneurs and their access to
credit, the major objective of which was to develop
a critical corps of trainers in sub-Saharan Africa
who will effectively transfer entrepreneurial,
managerial and technological skills to women entre-
preneurs, thereby enhancing and strengthening their
capabilities. An important activity was the launch-
ing of an African Federation of Women Entre-
preneurs in Acera in June 1993,

140. The other focus of the secretariat’s pro-
gramme was to strengthen the information network
on women. In this respect, the following publica-
tions were prepared:

(a)  An Annotated Bibliography on African
Women which addressed mainly the question of
women's access to and role in the decision-making
process and politics; and

{b) Twao issues of the newsletter ATRCW
Update focusing on environmental issues and acti-
vities undertaken in the region in preparation of the
Regional Conference on Women preparatory to the
World Conference as well as issues related to
African women entrepreneurship.

14%1. A number of studies were also undertaken,
namely:

{a} The external debt crisis and its impact
on African women which addressed the problem of
the debt crisis and highlighted its impact on women
_in the field of agriculture, health and employment;
and

(b} Women in food processing, preserva-
tion, storage and agro-industries which provided an
analysis of the role of women in the field and made
sound recommendations aimed at enhancing
women’s skills in food processing, production and
marketing.

142. A series of subregional workshops were
organized with a view to ensuring coherence in the
national preparations for the Regional and the World
Conferences on women. These were Eastern and
Southern Africa, from 28 February to 2 March;
West Africa, from 17 to 19 March; North Africa,
from 27 to 29 March; and Central Africa and the
Great Lakes countries, from 18 to 20 April 1994 .

143. The secretariat assisted in the preparation
and organization of the Regional Conference on
Women and Peace which took place in Kampala
from 22 to 25 November 1993. The conference,
which assembled women and men from govern-
ment, NGOs and international institutions, adopted
the Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace.

144. The secretariat also organized an ad hoc
expert group meeting in Addis Ababa from 6 to 10
December 1993 to consider strategies for the
enhancement of women’s skills in mainstreaming
and decision making.

Statistical development

145, During the period under review, the activities
of the secretariat in the area of statistical develop-
ment were designed to assist African countries to
implement the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for
Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s as
well as support national programmes for the con-
tinued collection, processing, analysis and dis-
semination of integrated demographic, economic
and environment statistics while the Plan of Action
is being implemented.

146. A major activity was the organization and
servicing of the eighth session of the Joint Con-
ference of African Planners, Statisticians, Demo-
graphers and Information Scientists in March 1994
at which major conclusions and recommendations
were adopted for the attainment of sustainable
statistical development.

147. Inline with the emphasis placed on coordina-
tion of statistical policies, programmes and acti-
vities, the secretariat organized the third and fourth
annual meetings of the Coordinating Committee on
African Statistical Development {CASD) in Addis
Ababa in July 1993 and March 1994 respectively.
The four CASD sub-committees on Training;
Research, Methods and Standards; Data Processing:
and Qrganization and Management of National
Statistical Systemns also held annual meetings in
Africa, Europe and the United States of America,
with the following organizations as conveners:
Statistical Office of the European Union
{EUROSTAT) and United Kingdom Overseas
Development Administration {ODA); United Nations
Statistical Division {UNSTAT); Statistics Sweden;
the World Bank and ECA.

148. During the period, assistance was provided to
14 African countries in conducting needs assess-
ment and strategy development exercises {(NASD) in
order to identify current and future data needs of
primary users of statistics and map out strategies to
prioritize and satisfy those needs within available
resources.

149. Activities in support of continued coliection,
processing, analysis and dissemination of integrated
demographic, economic and environment statistics
emphasized the strengthening of national capacities.
In this respect, 45 technical advisory missions
providing on-the-job training were undertaken.

150. The following reports were produced:

ANNUAL REPORT 29



{a}  Astrategy for the implementation of the
Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Develop-
ment in Africa in the 1990s; and

{b}  Guidelines for needs assessment and
strategy development.

161. The following publications were produced:

fa} Two issues of African Socio-economic
Indicators, 1920-1991 and 1992;

(b}  Bibliography of African Statistical
Publications, 1992-1993;
(c}  African Statistical Yearbook, 1990-

1991, Volume 1, Part 2, West Africa and Volume I,
Part 3, East and Southern Africa;

(d}  Secteur informel: Amélioration des
statistiques du secteur informel en Afrique avec un
accent particuffer sur la mesure de la contribution
des femmes dans le secteur;

(e}  Quelques considérations sur les con-
cepts, définitions et classification utilisés dans les
recensements de la population et les enguétes
démographiqgues en Afrique;

{f) Role of the international Comparison
Pregramme (ICP) in strengthening price statistics
systems of African countries;

(g} Development of national statistical
'databases and impact of new technology on statis-
tical computing in the African region.

152. Some research studies were conducted, parti-
cularly within the framework of the development of
intra-African trade. One was on the improvement
of data collection techniques and estimation.
Arnother was on the use and analysis of household
surveys data conducted with the aim of promoting
data interpretation and application in general and
household surveys data in particular. Furthermore,
draft guidelines on the development of quantitative
indicators for monitoring statistical development
were produced and disseminated.

Multidisciplinary Regional Advisory Group

153. During the period under review, the ECA
Multidisciplinary Regional Advisory Group (MRBRAG)
carried out research and operational activities
including  multidisciplinary  advisory . services,
training, seminars and workshops. The work of the
Group aimed at-enhancing the secretariat’s opera-
tional activities to mieet the challenges of Africa’s
regional policies and strategies with particular
reference to the establishment of the African
Economic Community; the transformation of African
economies; and priority sectors of the Lagos Plan of
Action, It was within the context of these priority

areas that MRAG addressed the specific problems
and activities indicated below.

154. In the field of economic cooperation and
integration, MRAG mounted a series of multidis-
ciplinary technical advisory teams to member States
and subregional economic communities focusing on:

{a) Evaluating and strengthening national
institutions and ministerial structures established for
econgmic cooperation;

{b) - Estahlishing economic cooperation and
integration ministries;

(c) Providing core competency skills to
enhance the capacity of staff to enable them to
implement economic cooperation decisions and acts
at the national level;

{d) Rationalizing the multiplicity of 1GOs in
each subregion of Africa so that they can function
as a single economic community and dynamic unify-
ing force to give subregional economic integration
a clear sense of direction and purpose;

(el  Reviewing the treaties of the sub-
regional economic community schemes to enable
them incorporate the substantive sectors reflected
in the Abuja Treaty;

{f) Designing priorities of the subregional
economic communities to dovetail with those of the
African Economic Community, since the Abuja
Treaty underscored the importance of the sub-
regional economic groupings as building blocks in
the process for the attainment of the objectives of
the African Economic Community;

{g)  Assisting in the preparation of the
various protocols to facilitate implementation of the
revised treaties of the subregional economic com-
munity schemes; and

th)  Revising treaties to reflect the essential
elements of a democratic framework in the develop-
ment process as ingredients par excellence of sus-
tainabie development underlined in the African
Charter for Popular Participation in Development and
Transformation. '

155, Closely related to this was MRAG's efforts
towards popularizing the Abuja Treaty and the con-
cept of economic cooperation and integration
through provision of technical assistance to member
States in establishing parliamentary associations of
the various economic communities.

156. Regarding the transformation of African
economies, advisory services were undertaken on
macroeconomic and sectoral policies, particularly in
the preparation, implementation and monitoring of
development programmes which can fead to the
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realization of the objectives of structural adjust-
ment, socio-econamic transformation and sustained
development in Africa.

157. Attention was also given to the formulation
and implementation of policies and plans appro-
priate for human resources development and utiliza-
tion, the integration of the social dimension in
adjustment and development programmes and man-
power and employment planning through series of
multidisciplinary advisory missions to countries.

158. In the field of energy and development,
advisory services concentrated on energy strategy
in membar States; energy projects in relief and
rehabilitation programmes; sustainable settlement
and resettlement of refugees and displaced persons;
planning of energy and other physical infrastructure;
rehabilitation for sustainable development; feasibility
of local production of biofuels which supplement
imported diesel fuel to save foreign exchange while
creating employment in agriculture and industry;
and strategy for cooperation in hydro and solar
energy development,

159, Training seminars and workshops constituted
another area of activity during the period, Briefly,
MRAG advisers served as resource persons by pro-
viding technical support to training courses,
seminars and workshops for improving the perfor-
mance of the public sector; privatization and public
enterprise; public financial management; and streng-
thening the capabilities of national and subregional
training and research institutiocns. Some training
programmas focused attention on the formulation of
genuinely national framework papers for adjustment
with socio-economic transformation in a muitidis-
ciplinary context, especially the aspects relating to
development finance, debt policy, and resource
fiows. Others set out to strengthening the capa-
bilities of national and subregional training and
resaarch institutions in  the formulation and
implementation of appropriate human resources
development and utilization policies and plans.

160. The Group participated in workshops and

seminars on:

{a} The implementation of Agenda 21 of
the United Nations Conference on the Environment
and Development;

(b} Managemant of the environment;
and

{c} Sustainable food agricultural

production, policy and planning;

(d}  Sustainable energy development in
Africa in the contaxt of Agenda 21;

te) Energy policy planning and environment
in Africa.

{f) National accounts organization;

{g) Management of statistical and informa-
tion systems development;

C. Relations with other United Nations
programmes

161, During the pericd under review, the secre-
tariat intensified its cooperation with other United
Nations organizations, bodies and agencies engaged
in development work in the region.

162. In the case of FAQ, joint actions, including
programming and implementation of activities in the
agriculture sector through the Joint ECA/FAD Agri-
culture Division, continued to be the primary mode
of cooperation. FAO provided material and technical
inputs in the organization of the workshop on public
sector capacities in project management and
administration referred to above. It has also
axtended similar assistance in the organization of
seminars on capacity building in the fisheries sector
and in the preparation of related documentation.

163. In keeping with the expectation of the resolu-
ticn adopting IDDA I which, among other things,
urged the two organizations to cooperats in the
implementation of the Decade programme for the
benefit of the region, ECA and UNIDO jointly
organized the eleventh meeting of the Conference
of African Ministers of Industry.

164. ECA also participated in the fifth General
Conference of UNIDO which endorsed the African
Common Position adopted by the eleventh meeting
of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry.

165. in the fisid of human settlements, the secre-
tariat continued to cooperate with UNCHS (Habitat),
particularly in the preparatory process for Habitat Il
to articulate experiences, trends, ideas and policies
as specific inputs of the African region to the Pre-
paratory Committee’s work. ECA participated in
the consultative meeting on strategy for effective
participation of African region in Habitat |l
preparatory process, in Nairobi on 18 and 18
November 19983, Jointly with UNCHS (Habitat),
ECA organized the following meetings in Nairobi:

{a} High-Level Regionai Expert Group
Meeting on the preparation of Habitat Il, 21-25
February 1994;

{b) Regional Meeting of Governmental
Experts on the preparation of Habitat !, 28-29
March 1994; and

{c) Ministerial Meeting on establishing an
African Common Paosition in preparing the region for
Hahitat i, 30 March 19924,

166. The secretariat also contributed to the pre-
paration of the programme of the network of
African countries on local building materials and
technologies during the workshop on the above
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subject held in Nairobi from 6 to 8 September
1993. The secretariat presented a paper on shelter
indicators at the Expert Group Meeting on Urhan
Indicators, organized by UNCHS {Habttat) in Nairobi
from 10 to 14 January 1994, It also participated in
the first consultation on construction industry,
organized by UNIDO and UNCHS {Habitat}, in Tunis
from 3 to 7 May 1393.

167. Coilaborative activities with UNESCO included
ECA's participation in a symposium on science and
technology in Africa and a regional meeting on the
development of the university-industry-science
partnership programme, organized by UNESCO in
Nairobi from 14 1o 22 February 1994, The secre-
tariat contributed to global efforts to evolve
common strategies in the implementation of chapter
35 of Agenda 21 dealing with science for sustain-
able development through participation in ad hoc
consultations on science and technology, held under
the auspices of UNESCO in Paris on 24 and 25
March 1994. An ad hot expert group meeting on
curricutlum reform for development and self-
confidence building in Africa was heid in coopera-
tionr with UNESCO/BREDA in Addis Ababa from 18
to 21 October 1983. In information systems
development, <¢oordination with UNESCO on
development information and informatics in the
African region was through ECA's participation at a
UNESCO meeting of high-level informatics experts
in Africa and of RINAF in Nairobi from 12 to 16 July
1993; UNESCO’s participation in the ECA com-
mittee on coordination; and regular consultations
with UNESCO on coordination of telematics projects
in the African region.

168. The secretariat, through its information
systems development unit, worked closely with
WHO on the coordination of health information
activities in Africa. it also participated in a meeting
of key players in health information in Africa,
arganized by WHO in New York on 21 April 1994,
in coordinating activities in microeconomic develop-
ment issues, the secretariat participated in the
rweifth meeting of the WHO/AFRC on African
Advisory Committee for Health Development
(AACHDY and in the forty-second Regional
Committee on Health which reviewed issues of
health policy and development,

169. Collaboration with IMQ, ICACQ, ITU and UPU
was intensified on the implementation of the
programme of the second Transport and Communi-
cations Decade in Africa.

170. In line with the System-wide Medium-term
Plan for the advancement of women, the African
Centre for Women continued to develop close work-
ing relationship with other United Nations agencies,
especially with regard to the preparatery activities
towards the fourth World Conference on Women.
In this connection, an inter-Agency Task Force
cormposed of UNIFEM, UNDP, UNICEF, ADB, DAU

and FEMNET, the convener of the African NGO
Forum, has been constituted to coordinate and
harmonize activities related to the preparations of
the Africa region for the World Conference on
Women. In addition, the Centre took part in the
annual sessions of the Commission on the Status of
Women and of the Board of Trustees of the Interna-
tional Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW).

171. Collaboration with UNCTAD concerned trade
and development, in particular the Uruguay Round
of Multilateral Trade Negotiations. it also parti-
cipated in the second session of UNCTAD inter-
governmental Group of Experts on Iron Ore, in
October 1993.

172. The secretariat also worked with other units
of the United Nations on the coordination of various
development issues; global and regional specifics.
These included:

{a} Coordination of poputation information
in Africa with the Population Division of the United
Nations;

{b)  Attendance at the United Nations inter-
Agency meeting and contribution of inputs to the
Secretary-General’s Report on coordination of outer
space activities within the United Nations system;

{c) Organized jointly with the Economic
Development Institute (EDI/World Bank) a seminar
on energy policy and planning and the environment,
in Abidjan from 20 to 29 October 1993;

(d)  Participation in the UNDP/international
Ocean Institute meeting on training in coastal zone
managemant;

{e)  Participation in the global conference on
training in coastal zone management, held in
Sardinia in June 1293 organized by the Division of
Ocean Affairs of the United Nations Department of
Legal Affairs, in collaboration with the United
Nations University;

{f) Participation in the twelfth session of
the Preparatory Commission for International Sea-
bed Authority;

{gl Regular consultation with UNEP on the
implementation of the System-wide Medium-term
Environment Programme {(SWMTEP);

{h)  Participation in the African Regional
Preparatory Meeting for the ninth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders;

{i} Collaboration with the Population Divi-
sion at United Nations Headquarters and UNFPA in
the following meetings:
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(i}

(i)

(i)

Round-table on population and
development, in Bangkok;

Preparatory committee meetings
for the 1994 International Con-
ference on Population and
Development;

Twenty-seventh session of the
Population Commission;

{iv) Inter-Agency Task Force on the
country support teams;

{j) Collaboration with ILO on human
resources development, planning and utilization
issues; and

(k)  Participation in the United Nations
Statistical Commission and the ACC Sub-committee
on statistical and information activities.
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CHAPTER Il

TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION AND
TWENTIETH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS

A. Attendance and organization of work

173. The twenty-ninth session of the Commis-
sion/twentieth meeting of the Conference of
Ministers responsible for economic and social
development and planning was held in Addis Ababa,
from 2 to 5 May 1994. The meeting was formally
opened by H.E. Ato Meles Zenawi, President of the
Transitional Government of Ethiopia. The
Secretary-General of the United Nations sent a
message which was read to the Conference. A
message from the current Chairman of the Organi-
zation of African Unity was read to the Conference
by a special envoy. H.E. Alhgji 5ir Dawda Kairaba
Jawara, President of the Republic of the Gambia,
delivered a keynote address to mark the thirty-fifth
anniversary of the United Nations Economic Com-
mission for Africa, Statements were delivered at
the opening ceremony by Mr. Layashi Yaker, United
Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa;
Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity; Mr. Jean-Claude
Milleron, United Nations Under-Secretary-General,
Department of Economic and Sccial information and
Policy Analysis; and Ms. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf,
UNDP Assistant Administrator and Director of the
Repional Bureau for Africa. Ambassador Paul Marc-
Henry and Ambassador Yaw Turkson also delivered
statements as special guests. Mr. Augustin Frederic
Kodock, Minister of State for Planning and Terri-
torial Development of Cameroon, the outgoing
Chairman of the twenty-eighth session of the
Commission, read out a statement. H.E. Mr. Jack
Tumwa, Ambassador. of Kenya, moved a vote of
thanks on behaif of participants.

174. The meseting was attended by representatives
of the foliowing member States of the Commission:
Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon,
the Centra! African Republic, Chad, the Congo, Cote
d’lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,
Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique,
Namibia, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, the
United Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, Zaire, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.

175%. Observers from the following Member States
of the United Nations were present: Belgium,
Canada, China, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea, France, Germany, Greece, India,
indonesia, Iran, f{srael, Italy, Japan, Norway,
Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation,
Spain, Sweden, United States of America and the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

176. The Holy See and Palestine, not Members of
the United Nations, were also represented as
observers. The African National Congress {ANC)
participated as an observer.

177. The following United Nations bodies and
specialized agencies were represented: Department
of Economic and Social Information and Policy
Analysis, Department of Policy Coordination and
Sustainable Development, Regional Commissions
New York Office {RCNYOQ), United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), United Nations Sudano-
Sahelian Office {UNSQ), United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP), United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA}, United Nations Institute for Training
and Research (UNITAR), United Nations University
(UNU}, Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific {ESCAP}, United Nations Centre for
Human Settiements {Habitat}, Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR],
International Trade Centre {UNCTAD/GATT), World
Food Programme {WFP), International L[abour
Organisation (ILO), Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations {(FAQ), United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
{UNESCOQ), World Health Organization {(WHQ),
World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF},
International Telecommunication Union (ITU} and
World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

178. The QOrganization of African Unity {OAU) and
the African Development Bank (ADB) were repre-
sented.

179. Observers were present from the foliowing
intergovernmental organizations: African
Association for Public Administration and
Management (AAPAM), African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group (ACP}, African Centre for Applied
Research and Training in Social Development
{(ACARTSOD), African Centre of Meteorological
Applications for Development (ACMAD), African
Institute for Economic Development and Planning
{IDEP), African Regional Centre for Engineering,
Design and Manufacturing {ARCEDEM), African
Regional Organization for Standardization {ARSO},
Arab Maghreb Union {AMU), Arab QOrganization for
Agricultural Development (AOAD), Association of
African Trade Promotion Organizations {AATPO),
Economic Community of West African States
{ECOWAS), Environmental Development Action in
the Third World (ENDA), the Hunger Project, Institut
de formation et de recherche démographiques
{IFORD}, inter-Africa Group (IAG), Intergovernmental
Authority on Drought and Development {IGADD},
International Centre for Insect Physiology and
Ecology (ICIPE), International Confederation of Free
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. Trade Unions (ICFTV), International Development
Research Centre {IDRC}, International Livestock
Centre for Africa (ILCA}, Permanent Inter-State
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel {CILSS),
Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern
African States [PTA), Regional Centre for Training
in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS), Regional Institute
for Popuiation Studies (RIPS), Research and
Development Forum for Science-Led Development
in Africa (RANDFORUM) and Southern Africa
Development Community {SADC},

180. The Conference elected the following officers:

Chairman: Tunisia
First Vice-Chairman: Nigeria
Second Vice-Chairman: Zambia
Rapporteur: Gabon

B. Agenda

181. On 2 May 1394, the Conference adopted the
following agenda:

Conference theme:
ECA at 35; Building critical capacities
in Africa for accelerated growth
and sustainable development

1. Opening of the mesting.

2. One minute of silent prayer or medita-
tion, The Conference observed a
moment of silence to honour the
memory of the late Mr. Robert K.A.
Gardiner, Executive Secretary of ECA

(1963-1975} who passed away
recently.
3. Election of officers.

4. Adoption of the agenda and organi-
zation of work.

5. General debate on:
{a} ECA at 35;

{b}  Perspectives of Africa’s socio-
economic development;

{c} Building critical capacities in
Africa for accelerated growth
and sustainable development.

6, Consideration of the report and recom-
mendations of the fifteenth meeting of
the Technical Preparatory Committee of
the Whole on:

{a)  Economic report on Africa 1994;

{b)  Report on the implementation of
the United Nations New Agenda

for the Deavelopment of Africa in
the 1990s {UN-NADAF);

{c) Biennial report of the Executive
Secretary on the work of the
Commission, 1992-1993;

{d}  Building critical capacities in
Africa for accelerated growth
and sustainable development;

{e} Regional and global cooperation
for development in Africa;

{f) Statutory issues:

{i) Staff and administrative
gquestions;

(ii) Issues from the subsidiary
organs and sectoral bodies
of the Commission calling
for action by the Con-
ference of Ministers;

{g)  Programme of work and priorities
of the Commission.

7. Any other business.

8. Date and venue and other matters
related to the thirtieth session of the
Commission/twenty-first meeting of the
Conference of Ministers.

9, Consideration and adoption of the
report and resolutions of the meeting.

10. Closure of the mesting.

C. Account of proceedings

Opening addresses

182. In his opening statement, His Excellency Ato
Meles Zenawi, President of the Transitional Govern-
ment of Ethiopia welcomed H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda
Kairaba Jawara, President of the Republic of the
Gambia to Addis Ababa. He thanked him for
accepting to grace the twentieth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers responsible for economic
and social development which coincided with the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa by his presence.

183. The President remarked that this was a fitting
occasion to take stock of both the achievements
and faitures of ECA. ECA’s assistance in the estab-
lishment of numerous regional and subregional
economic development institutions and the con-
tinued working relations between it and these
organizations had been a valuable contribution to
the continent’s economic development. However,
creating institutions was not an end in itself. The
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vardstick for assessing the efficacy of institutions
was their functional effectiveness and the degree 10
which they attained the goals for which they had
bheen created. From the point of view of the tragic
state of Africa’s economic and social conditicns,
neither the economic institutions nor the policies
and sirategies that had been articulated so far had
been effective, he observed.

184. The Presidentrecalled that the current session
of ministers was taking place in the context of
absolutely dire conditions in Africa, not only in the
economic area but also in the political, social and
cultural areas, as well as in the psychological
domain. Economic malaise and social decay had
created senseless violence, resulting in the total
collapse of the State and the loss of a sense of
human decency in some countries. Referring to the
impact of the unfavourable international economic
environment in which African economies operated,
he said that in the 1990s, Africa finds itself in
economic and social conditions far worse than
those it faced 20 or 30 vyears ago. The standard
prescriptions proposed for, and sometimes impaosed
on, Africa to redress its problems had denied it the
fiexibility necessary for tackling difficutties, thereby
axacerbating its economic and social piight.

185. The President noted that the international
community had continugd to respond to humani-
tarian tragedies in Africa which were the con-
sequence of failed States. He observed, howaver,
that coming to assist Africa after the damage had
already been done and societies had fallen apart
was much more costly both in financial and human
terms. Instead, it was far better for the interna-
tional community to invest in African ecanomies to
make them more viable. He added that.in spite of
the unhelpful international economic relations,
Africans themselves were responsible for improving
the economic and social conditions in which they
found themselves.

186. Institutions such as ECA, established to assist
African countries in their efforts towards economic
development, had served them well in the past, arti-
cuiating strategies for viable economic development
and providing the countries with a forum for co-
ordinating their policies. African countries, how-
ever, had not made optimal use of these institu-
tions. Thus, it was necessary to focus on their
functional effectiveness for economic development
when assessing their usefulness.

187. In concluding, the President called upon the
Conference to focus on the congcrete needs of the
African people in its deliberations and come up with
practical suggestions and proposals to address
them.

188. In a message read on his behalf, Mr. Boutros
Boutros Ghali, Secretary-General of the United
Nations, stated that the theme of this year’'s meet-
ing, namely "Building critical capacities in Africa for

accelerated growth and development”, was timely
and appropriate. He observed that without the
human and institutional capacities needed to
support development, progress would be impossible
to achieve and sustain. He observed that develop-
ment had come to be understood as having many
dimensions. Each dimension was inseparably linked
to every other. Without peace, human energies
could not be employed productively over time.
Without economic growth, there would be a lack of
resources to apply to problems. Without a heaithy
envirgnment, productivity levels would be unsus-
tainable. Without societal justice, inequalities would
consume the best efforts at positive change. With-
out political participation in freedom, people would
have no voice in shaping their individual and
common destiny.

189. The Secretary-General pointed out that
enhancing the capacity of populations to meet the
difficult challenge of development was vital.
Strengthening the capacity of national institutions
and infrastructures was similarly vital to devetop-
ment. Because governments had crucial develop-
ment responsibilities, governance and leadership
were of central importance. Governance and
teadership responsibilities included, among others,
investing in infrastructure, facilitating the
development of productive sectors, providing an
environment for the promotion of private enterprise,
ensuring proper socia! safety nets, and protecting
the environment.

190. He cobserved that the United Nations offered
Member States an unparalleled body of knowledge,
expertise and goodwill. The regional commissions
were at the heart of the Qrganization’s effort to
meet the challenge of development. Finally, he
expressed the wish that the Conference’s delibera-
tions would inform and inspire a continent poised on
the edge of greater progress.

191. The message of H.E. President Mohammed
Housny Mubarak of Egypt and Current Chairman of
DAU was delivered by his special envoy Mr. Ibrahim
Fawzy, Minister of Industry of the Republic of
Egypt. In the President’s message, he congratu-
lated ECA on its thirty-fifth anniversary. He said
that ECA's activities in the social and economic
fields had been laudable. He however called for a
review of the terms of reference of the Commission
in order to endow it with resources that woutd
enable it to play the new role of facing up to the
challenges of the 1990s, such as the proliferation of
political and ethnic conflicts and the need for a far-
reaching socio-economic transformation.

192. The President urged participants in the
wwentieth meeting of the Conference of Ministers to
pay particular attention to changes taking piace at
the national, regional and international levels. He
said that the developments in Southern Africa lead-
ing up to the independence of Namibia and the dis-
mantiing of apartheid clearly illustrated that point.
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In the same vein, Prasident Mubarak linked the on-
going democratic processes in the region with the
new concepts of development focused on building
human-centred infrastructural and institutional
capacites,

193. The President noted that the entry into force
of the Treaty establishing the African Economic
Community following its ratification by the required
number of member States owed much to regional
institutions such as ECA, QAU and ADB, and
demaonstrated that Africans could solve their own
probiems. This was strengthened by the OAU’s
conflict resolution and prevention mechanisms
which were expected to contribute to ensuring
peace, Ssecurity and stability which were pre-
conditions for socio-economic development on the
continent.

194. inconciuding his message, President Mubarak
emphasized the need to reduce Africa’s technoio-
gical backwardness, otherwise the continent would
be further marginalized in our contemporary world.

195, H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, Presi-
dent of the Republic of the Gambia, delivered the
keynote address to the Conference. In his address.
he expressed his gratitude to the United Nations
Economic Commiss:on for Africa for having been
invited to participate in the commemarative events
marking the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Com-
mission. He expressed appreciation to H.E. Ato
Meles Zenawi, President of the Transitional Govern-
ment of Ethiopia and Chairman of the Council of
Representatives, and the Government and people of
Ethiopia, and to Mr. Layashi Yaker, United Nations
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of
ECA, for the warm welcome accorded to him and
his delegation since their arriva! in the historic city
of Addis Ababa.

196. The President said that since the indepen-
dence of the Gambia and accession to membership
of ECA in 1965, his country had enjoyed a reward-
ing relationship with ECA. The occasion of the
thirty-fifth  anniversary offered an excellent
opportunity to reflect on the role of the Commission
and its mission in the socio-economic development
and transformation of Africa. He briefly assessed
the role of the Commission from the perspective of
its historical evolution. In his view, ECA had passed
through three distinct historical phases and was
presently in the fourth. The first phase, covering
the period 1958-1962, were the formative years
during which the Commission assisted member
States mainly to build their national institutional
capacities for managing national development. The
second phase of ECA spanning the period from
1963-1979 saw the Commission devote great
emphasis towards supporting member States in
building subregiona! and regional institutions. The
third phase covered the period from 1980-1989,
when the Commission focused its attention on
articulating strategies for socio-economic develop-

ment in Africa. While the 1980s were considered a
“lost decade” for Africa, this was not because of
lack of policies and strategies, the articulation of
which the Commission was actively engaged in at
ali stages. He referred to the adoption, in 1986, by
African Heads of State and Government of the OAU
of Africa’s Priority Programme for Economic
Recovery {APPER) and to the United Nations Pro-
gramme of Action for African Economic Recovery
and Development (UN-PAAERD}, as a framework for
addressing Africa’s development challenges. In
ECA’s current phase beginning around 1990, the
convening of the Conference on Popular Participa-
tion and Development was a timely response to the
many new and emerging challenges facing Africa,
indicating the Commission’s early recognition of the
link between political liberalization, accountability
and economic development.

197. The President noted however that, in spite of
the renewed political will to achieve economic
growth, African economic performance remained
weal,, mainly because of lack of leadership and
commitment, structural deficiencies. globai
economic recession, mounting debt, falling com-
modity prices, deterioration of terms of trade and
decline in official development assistance in real
terms. With the advent of economic restructuring
in Africa, it was generally recognized that the role
of government and the private sector had to be
redefined, with government having the role of
creating an enabling environment for the private
sector to spearhead economic transformation.

198. The President discussed the experience of the
Gambia in the implementation of structural adjust-
ment programmes (SAPs) in agreement with the
Bretton Woods institutions. He said that the
Gambia’s adjustment programme sought to enhance
resource mobilization and improve resource atloca-
tion. In this respect, a comprehensive strategy for
poverty alleviation along with participatory involve-
ment in the development process had been formu-
lated and was applauded at a recently concluded
Donors’ Roundtable Conference for the Gambia held
in Geneva. He asserted, however, that the relative
success of the Gambia’s experience in structural
adjustment did not unfortunately held true for most
African countries. In view of the mixed results
achieved by African countries under the orthodox
SAPs, in 1988, ECA undertook the initiative 10
search for an African Alternative Framework to
Structural Adjustment Programmes (AAF-SAPs) that
would address both adjustment and transformation
problems of the African economies. The President
cautioned, however, that neither orthodox SAPs nor
the alternative framework would succeed if the debt
prablem was not adequately tackled. He reiterated
that foremost among the obstacles to the resump-
tion of growth in Africa was the unsustainable
burden of external debt. He therefore stressed the
need for development partners to adopt a more
realistic approach to the debt crisis, in addition to
the efforts of African countries themselves.
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199, With respect to multilateral trade, the
President pointed out that the issue was equally
important for Africa’s economic recovery and trans-
formation. In particular, he referred to the recently
concluded Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade
Negotiations and its impact on the African
economies. He expressed the hope that ECA would
bring its vast professional experience and resources
in efforts aimed at addressing this challenge, and
assisting member States to respond to develop-
ments in international trade that the Round entailed.

200. Turning to the theme of the Conference,
*Building critical capacities in Africa for accelerated
growth and sustainable development”, the President
elaborated on the importance of capacity building
and utilization in solving Africa’s economic crisis
and putting the continent on the path to sustainable
development and growth. He emphasized the need
for measures to be put in place to develop critical
human skills in African countries. Moreover, these
measures should be supplemented by the creation
of institutional and adequate infrastructural capa-
cities to support development programmes and pro-
jects. He further observed that leadership and
direction constitute the catalysts to give a push to
the measures outlined above. He furthermore
stated that capacity building and popular partici-
pation in development were inseparabie; therefore
African countries, in collaboration with their
development partners, should endeavour to address
socio-economic problems with the issue of popular
participation at the centre of development stra-
tegies.

© 201. The President reiterated the importance of the
role of ECA in Africa’s socio-economic develop-
ment. He noted that the Commission’s responsibi-
lities today were more challenging and complex
compared to the past. He expressed the view that
the occasion of the thirty-fifth anniversary offered
an excellent opportunity to reflect on the role of the
Commission in the socio-economic development of
Africa, as well as redefine and re-emphasize the
importance of the relationships between the Com-
mission and the African countries, particularly in the
mobilization of resources for the continent. He
stressed that Africa should forge partnerships in
international development as laid down in the Abuja
Treaty for regional cooperation. He noted that the
entry of South Africa in the international community
would be a major event, particularly with regard to
socio-economic and political development of the
region.

202. Referring to the emergence of a new interna-
tional order that put emphasis on regional economic
blocs, the President stressed that Africa must be
accorded greater priority in the international agenda.
He underlined that the Joint ECA/QAU/ADE Secre-
tariat should be further strengthened to rise to the
challenge of promoting Africa’s economic integra-
tion. The President observed that Africa’s poor
economic performance, coupled with the conflicts

and natural disasters in various countries, had given
rise to all kinds of bleak prognoses about the future
of the continent. He expressed confidence, how-
ever, that Africa’s problems were neot insurmount-
able, provided the courage, commitment and capa-
city to tackle them existed.

203. The President wished the Commission every
success and declared the twenty-ninth session of
the Commission/twentieth meeting of the Con-
ference of Ministers responsible for economic and
social development and planning officially open.

204. H.E. Mr. Jack Tumwa, Ambassador of Kenvya,
moved a vote of thanks on behalf of all the parti-
cipants to H.E. Ato Meles Zenawi, President of the
Transitional Government of Ethiopia, for having
found time to open the twentieth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers and for his enlightening
speech. He expressed gratitude to the people and
the Government of Ethiopia for the hospitality
accorded to participants since their arrival in Addis
Ababa. He also expressed the participants’ appre-
ciation to H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara,
President of the Republic of the Gambia, to have
come all the way to grace this session not only by
his personal presence but also by his brilliant
keynote statement.

205. Mr. Tumwa further expressed, on behalf of
the participants, the comman grief at the passing
away of Mr. Robert Gardiner, former Executive
Secretary of ECA, who contributed tremendously to
the cause of Africa during his stewardship of the
Commission.

206. Mr. Tumwa concluded his motion by express-
ing gratitude to the two Heads of State and
Government for their inspiring statements. He
additionally congratulated the Executive Secretary
of ECA and his entire staff for the arrangements
made for the thirty-fifth anniversary celebrations of
the Commission and the excellent documentation
put at the disposal of the Conference.

207. Mr. Layashi Yaker, Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa expressed appre-
ciation on behalf of the Commission to H.E. Ato
Meles Zenawi, President of the Transitional
Government of Ethiopia and to H.E. President Alhaji
Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, for having found time to
address ECA’s thirty-fifth anniversary Conference of
Ministers. He paid homage to the late Mr. Robert
Kweku Atta Gardiner, second Executive Secretary
of the Commission who had served from 1963-
1875 and who had passed away on 13 April 1994
in Accra, Ghana.

208. Addressing the Conference theme, "Building
critical capacities in Africa for accelerated growth
and sustainable development”, the Executive Secre-
tary called for human capacities to be built where
they do not exist and to be fully utilized where they
do. Likewise, the institutions which made and
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tmpiemented  strategic policy decisions  that
influenced the allocation of resources needed to be
created or strengthened. To increase economic
opportunities thraugh sustainable exploitation of
tand and natural resources with a view to reducing
poverty, efficient regional infrastructures were
needed to achieve the integration of national
markels, create ecaonomies of scale and attain a
competitive edge in globat trade. Al this had to be
done simultaneously and across carefully selected
priority areas if the continent was to be launched on
the path of accelerated growth and sustainable
development.

209. The Executive Secretary pointed out that the
gravity of Africa’s continuing economic crisis and
the unigueness of its problems contrasted sharply
with the performance of the developing countries as
a group whose output grew by an impressive 6 per
centin 1993. Africa’s weak economic performance
in the face of rapid population growth has been
transiated dirgctly into unbearable pressures on
existing social and physical infrastructures and the
growing inability to meet other basic needs. More-
over, the prospects for economic recovery n the
near term were Not very bright.

210. The Executive Secretary noted that in the
past, efforts had concentrated on structural adjust-
ment programmaes to improve the macroeconomic
policy framework, re-align relative prices and reduce
distort:ons, libheralize markets and encourage the
private sector. However, the relentless decline of
per capita income in noe less than 30 member States
cried out for a major stimulus to "kick-start” the
long-awaited econamic recovery. He stressed that
African countries ware undergoing transitions from
war to peace; from unaccountabie governance to
democracy and respect for human rights; from cen-
tratized economic management to competitive
marketr economies; and from modes of production
that destroyed fragie ecosystems to sustainable
development.

211. Capacity buiiding was to be seen in the
context of these transitions. The Executive Secre-
tary cautioned Africans and their external partners
against regarding Africa’s transitions as cost-free.
He discussed the findings of a recent simulation
study by ECA to estimate the order of magnitude of
domestic and external financial requirements to
sustain capacity building in its present member
States Over the 1C-year period 1995-2005, gross
domestic investment in the Commission's 52
member States to sustzin the projected average
annual growth rate of 6 per cent would need to
amount to about US$1,674 billion. Almost 75 per
cent of this capita! investment would have to come
from domestic sources. The balance of the
resourses, amounting to about $434 billion, would
have o be forthcaming from external sources, if
capacity building was to take place at all, especially
in the areas of physicai infrastructures and produc-
tion piant.

212. Furthermore, a huge amount of resources
amounting to about $435 billion would be required
over the period 1995 to 2005 to service Africa’s
external debt. The Executive Secretary noted that
this was roughly equal to the volume of external
resources needed to cover Africa’s investment
minus the domestic savings gap. This indicated
that more needed 1o be done by African countries’
partners to reduce their bilateral debt stock, through
a generous and early application of the Trinidad
Terms. As for multilateral debt, innovative and
flexible solutions were needed to sase the burden of
this category while maintaining African countries’
access to nultiiateral finance flows. For countries
like Algeria, Cote d’Ivoire and Nigena, with heavy
exposure ta private debt obligations. mitiatives such
as those implemented for Mexice should be worked
out to reduce African countries’ debt stock and
debt-servicing burden and commit new badiy
needed resources to stimulate recovery.

213. The Executive Secretary observed that sub-
stantial net external financial transfers to Africa
would be required to sustain growth through capa-
city building. This meant that greater moral and
material support needed 10 be extended to Africa by
the externa! bilateral and multilateral partners over
a period of two to three decades when the African
countries would be strengthening their capacities to
participate more fully in the competitive global
economy. Adfrican countries, on their part, needed
to do their utmost to target and attract flight capital
back to Africa, foreign direct investment and port-
folio flows, long-term bank lending and other private
flows and short-term lines of credit. 1t was also
necessary to forge strong South-South official and
private sector economic relations while working
hard to expand the traditional North-South relations.
It was very important for African countries to
strengthen their institutional capacities for the
management of external resource flows and all
identifiable risks attached to tham.

214. Concluding, the Executive Secretary stressed
that the vision of a dynamic, prosperous and peace-
ful Africa could not be dismissed out of hand. This
was the lessan to be learned from the experience of
the people of South Africa, whose sheer physical
endurance and stubborn hope was symbagolized in
President-elect, Nelson Mandela, who was due to
become his country’s first democratically elected
leader after serving 27 years of a life sentence for
his struggle against apartheid. He expressed
happiness that the Republic of South Africa was
due to return to the fold of African nations. He
declared that the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat
saw the arrival of the new South Africa as the end
of the era of Africa’s political liberation and the
beginning of the era of economic and social
liberation from poverty to sustained growth and
prosperity, This was the vision of Africa for which
ECA was prepared to work.
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215. The Secretary-General of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU), Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim,
reminded the participants. that during its 35 years of
service to Africa, under the leadership of dis-
tinguished sons of this continent, the Economic
Commission for Africa endeavoured to provide
assistance and support to African countries in their
efforts towards economic and social deveiopment.
He paid tribute to Mr. Robert Gardiner, former
Executive Secretary of ECA, an illustrious son of
Africa, who passed away a few days before. Mr.
Gardiner led ECA in its formative years and provided
it with a vision and determination to pursue its
objectives. Africa owed a debt of gratitude to him
for his indefatigable efforts in defending the cause
of the continent. He pointed out that as ECA cele-
brated its thirty-fifth anniversary, there were
important developments taking place in the con-
tinent, some of them were positive and many were
a cause of concern. On the positive side, he
pointed out the ongoing developments in the new
South Africa which was emerging after a long and
difficult struggle, as the result of the struggle and
sacrifices of the oppressed pecple of that part of
the continent and the active support of Africa as a
whole and the international community.

216. The rest of Africa, the Secretary-General said,
was now looking forward to the establishment of a
democratic government and the emergence of a
united, non-racial and democratic South Africa
which would soon take its rightful place in the
African family of nations and in the international
community. Africa was also confident that the new
South Africa would constitute an important asset
for the continent in its efforts towards develop-
ment. [t was also Africa’s confident hope that
South Africa which had been for so long a source of
destabilization, . would henceforth be an important
factor of peace, stability and security in the
continent. .

217. Africa was also encouraged by the steady
progress in the process of peaceful transition
‘towards further democratization and popular parti-
cipation in the continent. There was also the
increasing awareness in the countries of the need to
protect and promote human rights as well as the
encouraging positive steps taken by member States
in that direction. Africa still had a long way to go
considering the enormity of the task ahead,
However, it should be recognized that serious
efforts were being made by African countries in the
right direction in the spirit of solidarity and
reconciliation. It was this spirit which guided the
Heads of State and Government when they decided
in Cairo, last vyear, to address decisively the
complex issue of conflicts in the continent and to
establish a Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Management and Resolution. By establishing this
Mechanism, African leaders endowed the con-
tinental organization with an instrument for peace
and demonstrated Africa’s new resolve to assume
its primary responsibility in efforts aimed at putting

an end to conflicts in Africa. In order to assist QAU
to confront the chalienges of. conflict, African
leaders had also established the OAU Peace Fund.
It was his hope that this Fund, which was already
operative, would have the full support not only of
African States and the international community but
also the support of ordinary Africans and men and
women of goodwill the world over.

218. The Secretary-General pointed out that the
signing of the Treaty establishing the African
Economic Community in Abuja in June 1991 was
yet another positive step in Africa’s quest for
economic development, cooperation and integration.
He took the opportunity to inform the Conference
that the required number of ratifications by member
States had been attained last month with the
deposition of the thirty-fifth instrument - of
ratification. The Treaty would enter into force
within the next few days, thus paving the way for
its implementation. That would require the full
mobilization and commitment. of the OAU Secre-
tariat in collaboration with its partners of the Joint
Secretariat, namely ECA and ADB. It would also
require, in particular, close cooperation between
0AU and the regional economic communities which
constitute the pillars on which the African Economic
Community would be built.

219. The Secretary-General reiterated that interna-
tional political and economic relations had under-
gone serious and profound changes in the past few
years. The world was now a unipolar world with a
single political and economic ideclogy. The pro-
tagonists of that new ideology were determined to
shape the waorld in their image. Unfortunately,
Africa did not figure prominently on their agenda.
That was clearly demonstrated in the onward-
looking policies of these countries, their con-
centration on the establishment and strengthening
of their economic groupings, their action as
developed countries to take decisions affecting the
whole world economy. They were doing that in
their perceived self-interest and they could not be
blamed for that. Africa continued to lament the
lack of international understanding and cooperation.
It was high time it was realized that Africa had to
fend for itself if it was to be relevant in the new
world order based on competition.

220. It was important to stress that the Treaty was
rot an exclusive affair of the QAU Secretariat or the
Joint QOAWECA/ADB Secretariat or the African
Governments who signed and ratified it. It was an
affair of the African peoples themseives, It was
therefore imperative that every government take all
necessary measures to involve all segments of the
society in the Community affairs through populari-
zation, information and mobilization so that this
formidable African challenge could be met.

221. The Secretary-General pointed out that the
current economic situation of the continent was a
cause of great concern. SAPs, the crushing burden
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of the debt, the collapse of commodity prices and
the African economies had rendered African people
poorer in terms of per capital income and quality of
life than they were after the first decade of inde-
pendence; health, education, infrastructure and in
production, capacity have been eroded. African

leaders should stop and ask themselves why this

paradox of abject poverty in the midst of all these
riches. African leaders had a responsibility to
themselves and future generations of Africans to
resolve this paradox and release the creative
energies of its people to contribute fully to their
own development and weil-being. Top priority
should be given in this process to food security so
as not to continue to rely on food aid and food
imparts which are consuming a large part of meagre
export earnings. No country could consider itself
free until it had the wherewithal to provide the basic
needs of its people.

222, In conclusion, the Secretary-General invited
participants to make this session a turning point
where Africa moved from the domain of words to
that of action. It was his ardent hope that membaer
States would translate their commitments in this
Conference and in the Abuja Treaty into concrete
national priorities and programmes for the trans-
formation of their countries and Africa as a whole.

223. In his statement, Mr. Jean-Claude Milieron,
United Nations Under-Secretary-General, Depart-
ment for Economic and Social Information and
Policy Analysis (DESIPAI, reported that DESIPA was
established to serve as a giobal think-tank in the
economic and social fields and to undertake acti-
vities for economic and social development. With
regard to policy analysis, the units within the
Pepartment had conducted macroeconomic analysis
and projections for long-term planning. The work
carried out on Africa was done in close colla-
boration with ECA.

224. The Under-Secretary-General pointed out that
wa lived in a paradoxical world, when the hopes of
the post-cold war era were juxtaposed with the
despair of fratricidal wars, deepening poverty and
marginalization, particularly in Africa. The SAPs
that African countries had embarked on bad
achieved only modest results. Even in those cases
where performance had been encouraging, the
social and economic costs had been high. He
expressed his belief that there was hope for Africa.
Africa had great resources and great culture. In the
past, Africa had produced leaders that won its poli-
tical independence. Democracy was embodied in its
history. These factors offered hope for Africa’s
future.

225. The Under-Secretary-General noted that while
Africa must assume responsibility for its economic
recovery, it was equally imperative that the world
community continued to recognize that many
African countries required substantial catalytic
support to enable them to achieve self-sustained

growth. It was also essential that Africa’s debt
issue be considered together with the issue of finan-
cial resources necessary for Africa’s economic
recovery and development. The Secretary-General
had asked the Panel of High-Level Personalities on
African Development to advise him on concrete
measures 1o enhance African development, for inno-
vative approaches for dealing with Africa’s
indebtedness. He said that priority should be given
by Africa’s development partners to assisting
African countries trying to expand and diversify
exports. He reported that the Secretary-General
accorded great importance to the creation of an
African commodity diversification fund to be located
in ADB that would promote diversification of pro-
duction and new marketing opportunities.

226. The Under-Secretary-General underlined that
Africa should be able to maobilize more domestic
resources to finance investments and development
by encouraging private sector development.
Measures to be taken should include reforms of the
financial sector in order to improve the efficiency of
intermediation and the allocation of investments.
Africa would continue to obtain foreign resources if
it demonstrated to the world community its own
vigorous determination to mobilize its own sizeable
resources in an efficient and effective manner. He
reported that his Department had recently launched
a project on a United Nations economic and social
information system and called for closer coopera-
tion with the regional commissions. The United
Nations Statistical Commission was also involved in
global statistical development on topics such as the
measurement of poverty and the informal economy.
He commended ECA’s initiative to develop, jointly
with its member States, a Pan-African Development
Information System {PADIS).

227. In her statement, the Assistant Administrator
and Director of the UNDP Regional Bureau for
Africa, Ms. Elien Johnson Sirleaf, congratulated the
staff of ECA on the occasion of the thirty-fifth
anniversary for their dedication and commitment to
the cause of African development. She expressed
the confidence that with a collective resolve to
meet those challenges, African development
ultimately would succeed. She emphasized that the
challenges ahead should not be taken for granted,
nor should the dynamics of the changes in giobal
realities which were unfolding, changes which were
so rapid that there was hardly any time to under-
stand, let alone develop appropriate responses to
them. The end of the cold war had been greeted,
she said, with a sigh of relief and the end of the
rivalry between East and West had been welcomad.
The demise of communism and the globalization of
the market economy represented major steps
forward in promoting world developments but the
change was sudden, and the resulting economic and
social dislocations catastrophic. Never in the
history of the world had there been so much human
suffering on so large a scale, in the absence of a
global war, as the world was witnessing today.
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228. The Assistant Administrator pointed out that
few regions in the world, at a similar stage of
development, were able to make such rapid social
gains for their people as did Africa in the 1960s
when primary school enrolment nearly doubled,
mortality rates dropped and economies grew
rapidly. These achievements were unfortunately,
not sustained. Decline in GDP growth, on the one
hand, and increase in population, on the other,
implied that the average African was worse off in
1990 than he or she was in 1960, in real per capita
income terms. Other indicators are equally grim.
At the same time foreign debt absorbed more than
one third of export earnings as Africa continued to
experience deteriorating terms of trade and little
growth in aid flows. The disappointing result of the
recently concluded Uruguay Round would add more
pressures to the situation thereby underlining the
need for urgent support for the proposed diversi-
fication fund for African export commaodities.

229. The Assistant Administrator said that in an
effort to help African countries to formulate such a
vision, UNDP, together with ADB, the World Bank
and several partners in the donor community, were
cooperating with a number of governments to draw
up national long-term perspective strategies defining
African development over a 25-year horizan. This
led UNDP in November 1987 to launch the social
dimensions of adjustment project as a response to
the one overwhelming force of structural adjust-
ment and stabilization that had characterized
African economies in the 1980s. This response
recognized that there were heavy social and political
costs of structural adjustment and since the SDA
initiative had no noticeable effect on the design of
SAPs, UNDP was once again looking for new
approaches and new directions. This was enshrined
in a new development paradigm called sustainable
human development which placed poverty-sensitive
economic reform measures at centre stage.
Sustainable human development was pro-poor, pro-
nature, pro-jobs and pro-women.

230. The Assistant Administrator commended ECA
for the intellectual leadership which it had shown in
formulating initiatives such as the "African Charter
for Popular Participation in Development and Trans-
formation” and the "African Alternative Framework
to Structural Adjustment Programmes”™ which
embody the principles of sustainable human
development. These con-cepts needed now to be
put into practice for it was only then that they
would be of value to Africa.

231. The Assistant Administrator said that, as a
technical cooperation agency, through its technical
assistance programme of skills provision and
enhancement, UNDP from its second cycle {1977-
1981) onwards had cooperated with ECA in the
areas of subregional and regional integration, food
production and food ' security, development of
human resources, science and technology and
development administration and management.

During the third cycle {1982-1986), initiatir'es in the
areas of information systems and transport and
communications were jointly launched throuigh the
PADIS and United Nations Transport and Cornmuni-
cations Decade in Africa projects. In the fourth
cycle {1987-1991), ECA and UNDP stressed, once
again, economic cooperation and integration as well
as food and agriculture, trade and industry, energy,
water and a continuation of transport and communi-
cations, management and public administration. As
for the current fifth cycle (1932-1996), the pro-
gramme of collaboration was focused on regional
cooperation and integration, long-term strategic
ptanning and human development. She pointed out
that UNDP’s Regional Bureau for Arab States and
Europe, which was responsible for country and
inter-country activities in the Arab countries in the
African region, namely Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriva, Morocco, Somalia, the
Sudan and Tunisia, committed itself to continue
further collaboration and coordination with both
ECA and the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA) in the formulation and
implementation of regional and country pro-
grammes. The three parts of the areas of focus of
the Third Inter-Country Programme {1994-19986) for
the region were also sustainable human develop-
ment, economic integration and trade and sus-
tainable energy.

232. The Assistant Administrator said in conclusion
that the theme and focus of this Conference, "Build-
ing critical capacities in Africa for accelerated
growth and sustainable development”, was thus
appropriate and timely. She noted that after a long
career of service to African development, in both
the public and private sector, there is one thing that
is now manifestly clear. A new breed of Africans,
the young and dynamic African professionals, were
now in charge; they were unabashedly and unapolo-
getically calling for an African development agenda
conceived by, delivered by and beneficial to Africa.
Here lay Africa’s hope, from henceforth comes
Africa’s changed destiny.

233. Ambassador Paul Marc-Henry, a national of
France, spoke on Africa’s socio-economic develiop-
ment problem in the context of increasing
unemployment affecting the population as a whole,
and in particular, the youth. He observed that
although Africa was facing tremendous difficulties,
it had made efforts towards self-reliant develop-
ment. He deplored problems of capital flight from
Africa to developed countries. Thig compounded
Africa’s efforts to accelerate the development of
the continent. He observed that Africa had been
given false promises of financial resources assis-
tance by some development partners. He said that
Africa had not been given the assistance it
deserved. As Africa’s economic situation was
getting worse, he urged for concrete measures to
address the unemployment problem in view of the
increasing population.
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234. Ambassador Yaw Turkson, a Ghana national,
addressed the Conference. He outiined the origins
and creation of the Economic Commussion for
Africa. He recalled his participation in debates in
New York during 1957-1958 on the creation of ECA
when there were eight independent African States
in the continent (Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia, Libya,
Morocco, the United Arab Republic, the Sudan and
Turusiaj. These countries prepared a resolution
which was presented to the Economic and Social
Council by Ghana on behalf of these countries to
establish ECA. There was resistance from the
majar countries and yet regional commissions were
i existence in the ather regions. However, the
struggle was won and ECA came into exisience in
1958, Another problem  which was also
encoutered but avercome in the pegotiations jead-
irg to the creation of ECA was the question of
aading the social development dimension 1o the
terms of reference of ECA.

235, Ambassador Turkson thus viewed 1858 as a
historical year and expressed gratitude to be asso-
ciated with the thirty-fifth anniversary of ECA. Hs
recalled that he started coming to ECA to discuss
Africa s socio-economic  problems in 1960.
Ambassador Turkson emphasized that social conse-
guences of development would become more impor-
tant i the next 35 years.

236. Reflecting on the last 35 years, he recalled
that emphasis of the Commission was on action-
oriented development strategies. He appealed for
reviewing the priorities in Africa’s development.
The issues to be given priority should include the
debt problem. In addition, he pointed out that
Africa should review critically international
develcpment assistance. He stressed that Africa
should itself make constructive contribution to its
develeprnent. In this context, he noted, there was
need for unity and commitment through economic
trtegration.

237. Mr, Augustin Fredernic Kodock, Minister of
State for Planning and Territorial Development of
Cametoon, Chairman of the nineteenth meeting of
the Conference of Ministers, expressed thanks to
the participants for their attendance at the meeting.
He also thanked the secretariat for the excellent
work and documentation for the Conference.
Expressing appreciation for the varicus statements
mage at the opening of the session, he underscored
the importance of the Conference keynote address
by H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, President
of the Republic of the Gambia. He noted that the
address had raised very important questions relating
to promoting the socio-economic development of
Africa He observed that there was awareness
among member States of the prevailing socio-
ecanomic difficulties facing Africa.

238. The outgoing Chairman then addressed the
debt problem which had been discussed at the
Tokyo International Conference on African Develop-

ment held in October 1993. He expressed gratitude
1o the Government of Japan which had financed the
participation of African countries in that meeting.
He regretted, however, that decisions by Africa’'s
deveiopment partners had yet to produce tangibie
results on Africa’s externai debt and other issues.
He reminded the international community to be
aware that Africa’'s recovery required material
assistance.

239. Turning to the member States, he noted that
30 years after independence, the political systems
in some countries were yet to evolve into strong
democracies. He therefore called for the continua-
tion of democratic reforms and freedoms managed
by Africans themselves., The African people should
have a voice in the decision-making processes in
their countries,

240, He noted that Africa was rich in naturai
resources, but the continent needed to use ns
people and institutions mare effectively to exploi
and develop these resources for the benefit of its
people. He therefore called on African countries to
have confidence in themselves and to define their
own future and work together towards their
development through which Africa would be able to
forge ahead to take its rightful position in the worid
and regam its dignity.

General debate; ECA at 35; Perspective of Africa’s
socio-economic __development, _building  critical

capacities in_Africa for accelerated growth and
sustainable development {agenda item 5}

241. Several participants and observers, including
representatives of United Nations agencies, regional
and international, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, partcipated in the
general debate.

242, Participants paid tribute to the memory of the
late Mr. Robert Gardiner, Executive Secretary of
ECA from 1963-1975, who passed away on 13
April 1984, They noted that Mr. Gardiner led ECA
in the formative years of the institution. He gave
the best of his life to building the Economic Com-
mission for Africa and to laying the foundation for
economic integration of the African continent.

243, In the context of the commemoration of the
thirty-fifth anniversary of ECA during this session.of
the Conference, participants extended their congra-
tutations to ECA. They paid special tribute to the
founding fathers of ECA whose vision has guided
the organization since inception. Participants said
that the occasion of the thirty-tifth anniversary
offered an excellent opportunity to reflect on the
institution’s performance in  promoting socio-
economic development in Africa. They observed
that ECA was an African institution which had
served African interests very well in the past. In
this regard, it was observed that ECA had been
nstrumental not only in establishing several sub-
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regional and regional -institutions for economic
development and integration, but also in articulating
strategies for Africa’s development. They
expressed the hope that ECA's lessons from past
experience would inform and guide a renewed
dedication and successful tackling of the problems
impeding rapid economic development of African
countries and in playing a crucial, catalytic and
supportive role in articulating Africa’s interest in the
future. :

244, Participants underscored the timeliness, rele-
vance and appropriateness of the Conference
theme, "Building critical capacities in Africa for
accelerated growth and sustained development”.
They noted that the rather limited results so far
achieved from the economic reform programmes
undertaken by member States was partly attri-
butable to lack of critical capacities in many areas
of economic management and development.
impetus for the theme was also provided by the
changes which were taking place in the structure of
the world economy which had heightened inter-
national competition.

245, The consensus of the Conference was that if
African countries were to be set on the path of sus-
tained growth in the twenty-first century, it would
be necessary to sustain and enhance capacity build-
ing in the interlocking areas of human skills and
talents development, strengthening national institu-
tions and infrastructural development. It was
emphasized that efforts at capacity building must
address these three dimensions in each of the key
priority areas, namely critical capacities in support
of good governance, human rights, peace, security
and political stability in Africa; critical capacities for
effective socic-economic policy analysis and
management; building and fully utilizing human
capacities in Africa; developing entrepreneurial skills
for public and private sector management; building
and utilizing physical infrastructural capacities in
Africa; capacities to exploit natural resources and
diversify African economies into processing and
manufacturing; strengthening capacities in support
of food security and self-sufficiency; critical
capacities for mobilization and efficient allocation of
domestic and external financial resources.

246. Various delegations recalled the experiences
of their countries in the priority areas of capacity
buitding. They observed that African Governments
had invested enorinous amounts of resources in
expanding access to ‘education and health in the
three decades since independence, and that remark-
able gains had been made especially until the early
1980s. Since then, severe fiscal difficulties had
caused a loss of momentum in many countries, giv-
ing rise to declining school enrclment and increased
mortality and morbidity rates. Stressing that capa-
city 'building was an investment, participants
emphasized the need to use the capacities already
in place more effectively rather than simply building
new ones. Inthis regard, the Conference expressed

concern about the situation of the unemployed and
underemployed youth. It was also observed that
unconducive economic, social and political condi-
tions had, in the past, given rise to the brain-drain
through which Africa had lost some of its most pre-
cious human capital. Countries, particularly those
recovering from the ravages of protracted war, did
not find it easy to attract their skilted nationals back
home from the diaspora.

247. With regard to the strengthening of institu-
tions, participants reviewed the steps initiated in
some African countries in recent years towards
more accountable and democratic forms of gover-
nance as well as to foster the decentralization of
political decision-making. Under a series of
economic structural reform programmes, a number
of member States also aimed at improving their
socio-economic policy analysis and management,
inter alia, by ensuring the availability of adequately
trained civil servants. Bold reforms aimed at rising
productivity by restructuring public enterprises and
privatizing some of them, liberalizing markets,
putting their financial sectors on a more sound
footing and encouraging private sector growth in
some countries had begun to vield fruit in the form
of modestly high rates of economic growth. These
gains were still fragile, however, as national
economic performance still depended on the
vagaries of the weather and external market condi-
tions. Nevertheless, the participants underscored
the absolute necessity of strengthening entrepre-
neurial capacities in Africa, especially small-scale
enterprises and ‘women entrepreneurs. The
ingenuity and creativity of the African people was
not in doubt. lndeed, there was general confidence
that given an enabling environment, adequate
reward and motivation, African entrepreneurs could
be extremely effective. '

248. Participants felt very strongly about the need
to strengthen in African countries the preductive
capacities for collective food security and food self-
sufficiency. The problem, however, needed to be
tackled at the level of the individual family unit.
Industrial capacities also needed to be developed
and more efficiently utilized, with the aim of diver-
sifying African countries’ production and export
base. To that end, the Conference encouraged the
Secretary-General to press on with the establish-
ment of the diversification facility for Africa’s
commodities, proposed under General -Assembly
resolutions 46/151 and 48/214 on the UN-NADAF,
to be housed in ADB. That, together with the pro-
posed national diversification councils, would play
a catalytic role in the countries’ economic diversi-
fication efforts. Participants were of the view that
physical infrastructures in a well-maintained condi-
tion were essential to underpin productive capa-
cities and international competitiveness. It was
observed that infrastructures of African countries
emerging from prolonged coriflicts were in very bad
shape, which made economic recovery difficult and
reduced their capacity to absorb returnees. In all
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such cases, rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts
backed by external partners were needed.

249. Participants expressed gratitude for official
development assistance received from bilateral and
muitilateral external partners. The general view,
however, was that it was insufficient in comparison
to the massive capacity building task that the coun-
tries were faced with., The rich industrialized
nations were urged to increase their contributions to
ODA with the aim of approaching the target of 0.7
per cent of their GNP, as well as meeting the com-
mitments that they had solemnly entered into under
UN-NADAF. Participants were also of the view that
it was necessary to re-evaluate the contribution and
effectiveness of technical assistance in the building
of critical capacities in Africa in the last three
decades. New modalities were needed for the
delivery of this form of assistance by bilateral and
multilateral partners which made fuller use of and
strengthened indigenous expertise and which were
more sensitive to local opinion.

250. The regional cooperation approach to capacity
building in Africa was stressed in the general
debate. Nigeria. for example, invited African coun-
tries to make use of its universities {numbering over
30) in fields ranging from conventional courses 1o
technical and vocational courses and its research
institutions {about 201 in fields such as agriculture,
food technology and socio-economic research.
Egypt stated that its experts in various fields of
science and technology, agriculture and medicine
were at the disposal of its sister African States.
Ghana and Uganda offered to share their experience
gained so far in elaborating {with the help of the
World Bank) comprehensive indicative programmes
for building critical capacities in a number of priority
areas which overlap the areas discussed at the
twentieth meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

251. Several observers representing Africa’s
development partners also congratulated the Com-
mission on the occasion of its thirty-fifth
anniversary. They noted that the theme of the Con-
ferance was both important and timely., They reaf-
firmed the willingness of their governments to
cooperate with the ECA secretariat and the member
States of the Commission in endogencus capacity
building, strengthening and efficient utilization of
such capacities. They underscored the importance
of both South-South and North-South cooperation
in such endeavours.

252, With regard to the negative social effects of
SAPs, some observers expressed the view that
African countries should ensure that their pro-
grammes took into account the social dimension
and were human-centred before they presented
such programmes to financial institutions to
negotiate loans and credits for funding. In this
respect, African countnes were encouraged to
sharpen their negotiating capacities to ensure the
inciusion of social aspects in SAPs.

253. Representatives of specialized agencies of the
United Nations, African intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations also identified them-
selves strongly with the theme of the Conference.
They piedged to enhance their cooperation with
African member States and offered to collaborate
with the Commission in the specific capacity
building fields of their mandate and competence.

254 Participants welcomed the coming into force
of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African
Economic Community. The Treaty was a bold step
on the road to Africa’s development. Subregional
and regional integration was viewed as crucial in the
light of the implementation of the Treaty.

255. In order to promote regional integration, the
Conference considered the need to increase trade
among African countries; improve transport and
communications; develop agricultural and industrial
infrastructure; improve the performance of the
private sector, both format and informal; implement
joint projects and programmes including joint pro-
duction of services and goods; establish peace and
maintain stability. The importance of institutionai
capacity in this context was underscored. It was
noted that the existing subregional organizations
needed to be harmonized and rationalized so that
they could effectively contribute to the imple-
mentaton of the Treaty.

256. Regarding the issue on rationalization and har-
monization of ECA-sponsored institutions. the Con-
ference supported the obijective of rationalization
and harmonization of these institutions and empha-
sized tat the need for rationalization and har-
monizaton of these institutions was urgent. It was
suggested that the ECA secretariat should hold
further consultations with member States on this
issue.

257. The importance of the relation between popu-
lation and development was underscored. given the
deterioration of African economies in view of grow-
ing population. Among the possible approaches in
resolving population and development related issues
should include improving the health and nutrition of
the population and the general socio-economic con-
ditions of the population, especially in rural areas
and measures indicated in the Dakar/Ngor Declara-
tion of Population, Family and Sustainable Develop-
ment to moderate demographic trends without coer-
cion. Responsibie parenthood among couples was
seen as of paramount importance.

258. The Conference noted with concern that the
Uruguay Round of Mutltilateral Trade Negotiations
would, most probably, have dramatic consequences
for African economies. African countries with less
diversified and competitive economies waould lose
their share of the market owing to the erosion of
the trade preferential treatment they enjoyed. In
order to restore the temporary imbalances in their
economies that would surely result from the rapid
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liberalization of world trade, African countries
should receive more assistance from the interna-
tional community, especially from the developed
countries. In this context, it was suggested that
Africa should consider establishing a mechanism for
articulating their negotiating positions in the Bretton
Woods institutions and the newly formed World
Trade Organization which would soon be opera-
tional.

259. The Conference noted that complementarity
existed between trade and production activities and
that the development of trade activities could
encourage production activities. In that context,
the Conference remarked that the best way for
Africa to promote such activities was to encourage
private entrepreneurship through small- and
medium-scale enterprises (SMEs) or the informal
sector,

260. The Conference expressed concern at the per-
sistence of armed conflicts, ethnic strife, periodic
drought and famine, endemic poverty, ecological
disasters, refugees and displaced persons, factors
which continued to prevail in the continent resulting
in enormous human loss and suffering, considerable
social and economic infrastructural damage, brain-
drain and general environmental degradation.

261. Participants noted with dismay that, accord-
ing to UNHCR estimates, there were about 6 million
refugees in Africa and 16 million internally displaced
persons. To these figures one could add another
unfortunate 1 million refugees as a result of the
tragic events taking place in Rwanda. Over the last
five years, UNHCR had spent nearly $1.2 billion to
attend to the needs of refugees in Africa, a con-
siderable amount of funds which did not include
food supply from such institutions as WFP and
other organizations, and immense material and
support services by host countries. The Conference
underlined that peace and political stability were the
sine _gua non for development; without peace,
development was impossible, and without develop-
ment, peace was not durable. It further noted CAU
resolution 1040 calling for the integration of
programmes for refugees, returnees and displaced
persons into national plans to ensure sustainability
and continuous funding. To reach this objective,
the need for implementing the cross mandate con-
cept was underlined.

262. The Conference noted with encouragement
that the majority of African Governments were
engaged in one form of transition or another: from
war to peace; from unaccountable governance to
democracy and respect for human rights; from
State-dominated to market-based private sector-led
economies; and from modes of production that
created considerable damage to the environment to
sustainable development. The implementation of all
these changes needed the strengthening and build-
ing of critical and endogenous capacities, which
would in turn enhance regional production, trade

and consumption likely to enhance political stability,
peace and security. The Conference underlined the
need for increased domestic and international mobhi-
lization of resources far production, peace building,
rehabilitation and critical capacity development in
the African region.

263. The Conference paid tribute to the peopie of

South Africa whose long and heroic struggle for

liberation from the tyranny of apartheid was finally

crowned with victory during the occasion of the

Conference. it welcomed with joy the hirth of a

democratic popularly elected political system in the

country, including the immense reconciliation that

characterized the speeches of the significant leaders
who would lead and/or influence events in the new

country.

264. A representative of the ANC addressed the
Conference. He expressed satisfaction for the
opportunity given to him to address the Conference
at a time when all South Africans had voted in their
first multiracial elections. He thanked member
States of the Commission for their support to
liberation movements in the past.

285. The Conference further noted with profound
satisfaction that at its next meeting in 1995,
democratic South Africa would be an active and
important participant. These developments were
likely to enhance critical capacity building for
economic cooperation and integration in southern
Africa and the rest of the continent, in line with the
current theme of the Conference.

266. Several participants called on ECA to expand
and strengthen its technical assistance to member
States in certain critical areas of national develop-
ment. In particular, they stressed the need for ECA
to assist in post-conflict peace-building efforts
related to rehabilitation of economic and social
infrastructures; devising measures of providing
effective safety nets to cushion the impact of
adjustment on wvuinerable groups; and creating
employment opportunities for youth so as to obviate
any tendencies towards crime and criminal
behaviour. More importantly, it was emphasized
that ECA had an important role to play in building
capacities of African countries, particularly in the
priority areas of the theme. Participants also hoped
that ECA would assist in mobilizing financial
resources for the implementation of various aspects
of their national capacity building programmes.

Consideration of the report of the fifteenth meeting

of the Technical Preparatory _Committee of the
Whole (agenda item 6)

267. The Chairman of the fifteenth meeting of the
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole
presented the report of the Committee as well as
the draft resolutions and declarations recommended
by the Committee for adoption by the Conference
of Ministers as contained in document
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E/ECA/CM.20/37. The Conference tock note of the
presentation, examined in detail the report of the
Committee as well as the draft resolutions and
declaraticns and adopted them after making the
necessary amendments. Resolution 19 {XV)} on
impact of devaluations on the African esconomies
adopted by the fifth meeting of the Conference of
African Ministers of Finance, held on 1 and 2 March
1984 in Libreville, Gabon, was among the resoiu-
tions considered by the Conference of Ministers,
The Conference decided to defer that resolution
until the next meeting.

268. The report of the Committee, together with
resoiutions and declarations as amended, is
contained in document E/ECA/CM.20/37/Rev.1.
The Conference requested that in future the
discussions on the TEPCOW report at the Ministeriai
meeting shouid be reflected in the report of the
Conference.

Any other business {agenda item 7)

269, The proposal to change the name of the
United Nations Econornic Commission for Africa to
the United Nations Economic and Social Com-
mission for Africa was examined by the Conference.
it observed that the issue was too important to be
decided upon immediately. The Conference decided
to take up the issue at a future mesting.

270. Delegations emphasized the need for the
secretariat to make more efforts to ensure timely
despatch of Conference documents to member
States. That was important to enable the member
States to subject the documents to indepth inter-
departmentat review at the national level and
formulate position on such important issues that
might be on the agenda of the Conference. In that
connection, it was also observed that the agenda of
the Conference had become too lengthy. As a
result, participants had not been allowed sufficient
time 1o hold discussions on the issues on the
agenda. The need to reduce the items on the
agenda was, therefore, strongly emphasized.

271. Given the need to ensure that ECA garners
sufficient firancial resources for the activities of the
Comrnission, it was suggested that ECA should
strengthen its relations with the African Group of
the Fifth Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly and African members on the various
governing boards of funding agencies of the United
Nations. Through these contacts, the case for
making additional financial resources availabie for
ECA activities would be better appreciated.

Date and venue and other matters related to the
thirtieth _session _of_the Commission/twenty-first
meeting of the Conference of Ministers (agenda
item 8)

272. In the absence of an invitation from any
member State, at the moment, the Conference
decided that its next meeting wouid be held at the
headquarters of the Commission. The dates of the
next meeting would be established on the basis of
consultations between the Executive Secretary and
the Chairman of the Bureau of the present sassion.

Consideration_and_adoption of the report (agenda
item 9)

273. The Conference adopted the present report
together with resolution 793 (XXIX} on "Streng-
thening and developing capacities in support of
regional seed pathology in Africa”.

Closure of the meeting {agenda item 10)

274. A message of goodwill and congratulation to
ECA on the occasion of its thirty-fifth anniversary
sent by President Mario Soares of Portugal was read
by the Executive Secretary.

275. The Executive Secretary also read the Final
Communique of the Conference, which is attached
as annex 1V to this report.

276. In his closing remarks, the Executive Secre-
tary observed that the twentieth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers had been historic in two
significant respects: first, the Conference had used
the occasion to mark the end of the thirty-fifth year
of the Commission; and second, the occasion had
been used to define one of the most critical ingre-
dients now needed to put Africa on a high path of
growth, transformation and sustainable develop-
ment, namely building and utilizing critical capa-
cities. The Executive Secretary reiterated his
commitment to strengthening the secretariat of the
Commission and hoped he could count on the sup-
port of member States to enhance the rofe of the
Commission as an instrument for effective policy
change in the hands of member States.

277. The Chairpersan thanked the participants for
their effective participation at this important
session, which coincided with the end of the thirty-
fifth year of ECA. The Chairperson also thanked the
members of the secretariat for their diligence and
hard work in servicing the Conference.

278. She then declared the meeting closed.
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CHAPTER IV

RESOLUTIONS, DECISIONS AND DECLARATIONS ADOPTED BY THE
CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS AT ITS TWENTIETH MEETING

A. Resolutions

770 (XXIX}. Effective _implementation of _the

{United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in _the 1990s

({UN-NADAF)

The Conference of Ministers,

Bearing in mind its memorandum to the Ad Hoc
Committee of the Whote of the United Nations
General Assembly on the Final Review and Appraisal
of the Implementation of the United Nations Pro-
gramme of Action for African Economic Recovery
and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD),

Recalling General Assembly resolution 46/151
of 18 December 1991 and its annexes on the
assessment of the implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 and the
United Nations New Agenda for the Development of
Africa in the 1990s, respectively,

Realizing that while during the period of the
United MNations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1830
African countries managed to fulfil many of their
undertakings, the donor community did not make
available the resources which they had promised,

Noting that the first two years of the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa
in the 1990s have heen beset by inadequate
resources from the international donor community,

Mindful also of the fact that Africa’s social and
economic development is primarily the responsibility
of African Governments and people, in concert with
the international community who have accepted the
principle of shared responsibility and full partnership
with Africa,

Bearing in mind the reports of the Secretary-
General of the United Nations on "Preliminary consi-
deration of the implementation of the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa
in the 1990s"! on "Need for and feasibility of the
establishment of a diversification fund for Africa’s
commodities”? and on "Financial resource flows to
Africa™ submitted to the forty-eighth session of
the General Assembly,

Having considered also the secretariat’s report
on the implementation of the New Agenda* and the
document on programme evaluation in the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa® which

includes the progress report on the in-depth evalua-
tion of Programme 45,°

Taking note of General Assembly resolution
48/214 of 23 December 1993 on the New Agenda
which, inter alia, reiterated the expectations of the
New Agenda and the priority attached to it,

1. Notes with appreciation the sustained
efforts of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to ensure that Africa’s social and economic
development remains on the agenda of the interna-
tional community throughout the 1990s;

9. Reaffirms the commitment of African
Governments to the long-term sustainable socio-
economic development and growth of the region
through the successful implementation of the
policies and priorities of the United Nations New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s;

3. Commends African Governments for their
demonstrated commitment to promate economic
development by their adoption of the Abuja Treaty
establishing the African Economic Community
whose objectives are in consistent with those of the
New Agenda;

4. Recognizes the importance of the regional
dimension in Africa’s social and economic develop-
ment and the potential contributions of the New
Agenda in fostering it;

5. Affirms the need to strengthen coilabora-
tion between the Qrganization of African Unity, the
African Development Bank and the Economic Com-
mission for Africa in undertaking actions to promote
the long-term socio-economic development of the
region;

6. Notes with appreciation the gaodwill of the
Government of Japan in convening the International
Conference on African Development, at Tokyoon b
and 6 October 1993, and in the Tokyo Declaration
adopted by that Conference;

7. Urges all African Governments to continue
to take appropriate policy measures and actions for
the sustained socio-economic development and
growth of the region;

8. Renews its_call to Africa’s development
partners, including the United Nations agencies,
organizations and programmes and the international
community at large, to fulfil their commitments to
support Africa’s efforts, particularly in relation to
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resource fiows to the region, the enhancement of
Africa’s access to markets and debt relief;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to favourably consider, in the
framework of the restructuring of the Secretariat,
possible institutional arrangements, including
additional resources and other means to signi-
ficantly strengthen capacity at the Economic Com-
mission for Africa to fulfil its coordination, follow-up
and monitoring role for the implementation of the
New Agenda;

10. Furtherreguests the Executive Secretary to
closely monitor the implementation of the New
Agenda, especially those aspects related to the
mobilization of resources, and to report thereon to
the next Conference of Ministers.

291st meeting,

4 May 1994.

771 (XXIX}. Building critical cspacities for acce-

lerated growth and sustained develop-
ment

The Conference of Ministers,

Recognizing the strategic importance of a com-
prehensive development of critical capacities in the
areas of human resources, institutions and physical
infrastructures in meeting the development chal-
lenges of Africa in the 1990s and into the twenty-
first century,

Further recognizing that the comprehensive
development of these capacities is of fundamental
impaortance for achieving the strategic objectives of
Africa’s economic development in the 1990s as set
out in its resolution 742 {(XXVIH) of 4 May 1993,

Aware that without the development and utili-
zation of critical capacities the processes of
development, including technoiogical development,
cannot he internalized, nor can long-term develop-
ment itself be sustainable,

Further aware that a comprehensive capacity
building programme cannot be sustainable without
a strong national leadership and management with
vision, sound pelicies, national ownership of the
design and management of the programme and
appropriate incentive structures,

Having noted the efforts of member States in
building and improving their critical capacities for
socio-economic deveiopment as well as the various
efforts and initiatives of the Commission to promote
human development and the development and
strengthening of institutional and infrastructural
capacities over the last three decades, particularly
in the Monrovia Declaration of Commitment on
Guidelines and Measures for National and Collective
Self-Reliance, the Lagos Plan of Action for the

tconomic Development of Africa, 1980-2000 and
the Final Act of Lagos, the Khartoum Declaration
Towards a Human-focused Approach to Socio-
economic Recovery and Development in Africa, the
African Charter for Popular Participation in
Deveiopment and Transformation as well as the
various initiatives by the international community on
behaif of Africa, in particular:

{a) the United Nations Programme of Action
tor African Economic Recovery and Development,
1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD],

{b} the first and second United Nations
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa
{UNTACDA | and i),

{c) the first and second Industrial Develop-
ment Decade for Africa {IDDA | and il),

{d} the United Nations Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NADAF),

{e} the Alma Ata Declaration on Health for All
by the Year 2000,

(f} the Jomtien Declaration on Education for
All by the Year 2000;

{g} the Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population,
Family and Sustainable Development,

Convinced of the urgency to put in place a stra-
tegic agenda based on a comprehensive approach
to the development and utilization, on a sustainable
basis of capacities critical to Africa’s recovery,
accelerated growth and international competitive-
ness in the 1990s and beyond;

1. Endorses "A Framework Agenda for Build-
ing and Utilizing Critical Capacities in Africa: A
Preliminary Report” which includes a "Proposed
Regional Action Programme of Technical Coopera-
tion in Capacity Building and Utilization in Africa”
and which is a preliminary study and consensus
framework embracing the key issues in capacity
building and institutional development as well as the
basis of a more detailed study to be presented at
the 1995 meeting of the Conference of Ministers;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to under-
take further studies aimed at strengthening the
Framework Agenda on the basis of which detailed
programmes of action in capacity building at the
national, subregional and regional levels may be
designed for implementation in the short and
medium term;

3. Furtherrequests the Executive Secretary to
formulate a programme of support by Africa’s
development partners to reinforce and complement
the efforts of member States in building and
strengthening critical capacities for development in
the medium and long term;
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4. -Calls_upon the Executive Secretary to

establish an appropriate mechanism to coordinate all-

activities leading to the preparatlon of the Action
Programme; ;

5. Eurther calls upon the Executive Secretary,
in close collaboration with all the relevant African
intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions and institutions -as -well as United Nations
agencies andinternational financial institutions, to
assist member States to implement the regional
component of the capacity-building programme as
identified and recommended in the respective sector
programmes, through the existing mechanisms for
regional coordination among the..agencies of the
United Nations system and through the Joint
ECA/OAU/ADB Secretariat;

6. Reguests the Executive Secretary to sensi-
tize all partners-in development at the national, sub-
regional, regional and -international levels to the
need for concerted efforts in the complex task of
buillding and strengthening critical capacities in
Africa;

7. - Calis upon the Executive Secretary to take
appropriate action to ensure the efficient and
effective - monitoring and evaluation of the
programimie.at theé regional level and consult with
member States concerning the establishment or
strengthening of mechanisms for the development,
monitoring and evaluation of the programme at the
national level in the most effrment and cost-
effective manner;

8: . Further calls upon the Executive Secretary
to take urgent steps to prepare a financing plan for
the implementation of the first phase of the pro-
gramme for the: period 1995-2005 and to hold con-
sultatioris with bitateral and multilateral donors and
development finance institutions aimed at mobilizing
resources to complement the efforts of member
States for the implementation of the first phase of
the programme;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to report
to the next Conference of Ministers on actions
taken in fulfilment of the mandates as set gut in this
resolutlon :

291 sr meeting,
4 May 1994.

772 (XXIX). Preparations for the second United
Nations Conference on Human Settle-

mernts

The -Cgnference of Ministers,

Recalling’ General Assembly resolution 47/180
of 22 December 1992 on the second United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements {Habitat 1),

Considering that the Conference will be an
important event in the United Nations :activities
aimed at sustainable development and adequate
shelter for all and that it will contribute to attaining
certain objectives of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development,

Having considered the report of the secretariat
on the preparations for Habitat I, including the
outcome of the first substantive session of the -
Preparatory Committee for the Conference,

Emphasizing the importance of the regional
dimension in the preparatory process of the Con-
ference itself and beyond,

Recalling in this regard, the recommendations
of the seventh meeting of the Joint Intergovern- -
mental Regional Committee on Human Settlements -
and Environment on Africa’s preparations. for
Habitat Il, SN

Recalling further resolution CM/Res. 1469 (LVIII)
of the fifty-eighth ordinary session of the Council of
Ministers of the Organization of African Unity on
Habitat I,

Noting with satisfaction the joint efforts of the
Economic Commission for Africa and the United

Nations Centre for Human Settlements in the pre-
paratory activities for the United Nations Con-
ference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11} in Africa,

1. Takes.note of the report of the Economic
Commission for Africa entitled " Preparations for the
second United Nations Conference on Human'
Settlements”, which provides a very useful insight
into the preparatory process;

2. Endorses the "Declaration of African
Ministers responsible for Human Settlements on the
Preparatory Process to the Second United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements ‘{MHabitat 10},
which is a collective strategy for effective African
participation in the above process;

3. Welcomes the statement by the Prepara-
tory Committee for Habitat [l at its first substantive
session;

4. Calls upon all member States to effectively
participate in the preparatory process of Habitat I,
especially the timely preparation of national reports;

5. Invites all member States to approach the
Habitat-1l secretariat with respect to the assistance
they require, taking into account the Preparatory
Cormmittee’s recommendations:on financiig of the
preparatory actlvmes at natlonal levet; :

6. Reguest the Exacutwe Secretary, in close
collaboration with member States,: to establish
those mechanisms recommended by the Preparatory
Committee:
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{a} Coordinating and
activities, including meetings;

facilitating regional

{b) Enabling member States with limited insti-
tutional and financial capacity to participate effec-
tively in the preparatory pracess and in the Con-
ference;

{c) Liaison and preparation of a regional report
on the state of human settlements, highlighting
cross-sectoral and cross-country concerns;

{d} Contributing to the formulation of the
Global Pilan of Action and the Statement of Prin-
ciples and Commitments;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa, in cooperation
with the Executive Director of the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements {Habitat), to ensure
that the necessary consultations and exchange of
experiences among African countries takes place.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994,

773 (XXIX). Preparation for the World Conference
an__ Natural _ Disaster _Reduction,
Yokohama, Japan, 23-27 May 1994

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling WUnited Nations General Assembly
resolution 48/188 of 21 December 1993 which
decided to convene the World Conference on
Natural Disaster Reduction in Yokchama, Japan
from 23 to 27 May 1994,

Also_recalling all relevant resolutions of the
Organization of African Unity,

Noting with appreciation the Mid-Term Report
for Africa on the Implementation of the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction,

Appreciative of the close collaboration between
the Economic Commission for Africa, the United
Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs, the
World Health Organization, the Organization of
African Unity and the African Ministerial Conference
on the Environment in the preparation of the World
Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction,

Recognizing the very great importance of
natural disaster reduction in the pursuit of sustain-
able development and poverty alleviation in Africa,

Further recognizing the importance and urgency
of strengthening substantive cooperation between
Africa’s relevant national, subregional and regional
institutions and the Department of Humanitarian
Affairs, particularly the Secretariat of the Inter-
national Decade for Natura! Disaster Reduction in
order to enhance capacity building for the reduction

and mitigation of natural disasters and promote
sustainable development,

Convinced of the cost effectiveness of invest-
ment in preventive activities for those avoidable
hazards and the benefits of mitigation for those
unavoidable cnes.

Taking note with appreciation of the efforts of
member States in establishing the necessary stra-
tegies and infrastructure for the implementation of
the International Decade,

1. Takes note of the Mid-Term Report and
commends all Member States, subregional and
regional institutions which contributed to its pre-
paration by the Department of Humanitarian Affairs
and the Economic Commission for Africa;

2. Adopis the African Common Position for
the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction
to be held in Yokohama, Japan frem 23 to 27 May
1994

3. Urges Member States to strengthen co-
operation among themselves in fostering the objec-
tive and goals of the International Decade, parti-
cularly the recommendation of the World Con-
ference and to pursue the African Strategies for the
implementation of Agenda 21;

4. Encourages African countries to promote
cooperation in natural disaster reduction at the
bilateral, subregional and regional levels;

5. Further encourages the Department of
Humanitarian Affairs, in particular the Secretariat of
the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction, to intensify its efforts in cooperation
with all Africa’s development partners to support
the efforts of member States, particularly within the
framewaork of the African Ministerial Conference on
the Environment, national, subregional and regicnal
research and development institutions and non-
governmental organizations to reduce the impact
and minimize the effects of natural dicasters on
Africa;

6. Invites African countries to participate
actively in the World Conference on Natural Disaster
Reduction in Yokohama with a view to defending
the African common position and securing the
support of the international community, more
particularly Africa’s bilateral and multilateral
development partners in sustaining the efforts made
by African countries to reduce natural disasters and
mitigate their effects;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Comrmussion for Africa, working in close
collaboration with the Department of Humanitarian
Affairs, the Qrganization of African Unity, the World
Health Qrganization and other interested agencies,
16 harmonize the African common position with the
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mid-term report and to proceed with the imple-
mentation of the International Decade, taking into
account the African common position;

8. Furtherrequests the Executive Secretary of
the Coemmission, in close collaboration with the
United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs,
to submit a progress report on the implementation
of the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction to the twenty-first meeting of the Con-
ference of Ministers.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

774 {XXIX). Strategy and Programme of Action for
marine/ocean develppment in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Aware that the oceans and the seas surround-
ing the continent of Africa and its off-shore island
countries have abundant living and non-living
resources which when properly explored and
exploited could significantly contribute to the socio-
economic development of the African region,

Mindful of the fact that while Africa has been
net importer of food, the living resources of its
oceans/seas could significantly enhance its food
security and self-sufficiency, alleviate poverty and
increase the income of the African people,

Cognizant of the deep interest and commitment
of African countries in the sustainable exploration
and exploitation of these resources, as well as in
establishing an equitable international order for the
management of the earth’s oceans and seas,

Recalling the fact that the largest single
regional group of countries {Africa represented 27
out of 61 countries) which have so far ratified the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
are from the African region,

Aware that the Convention provides the African
region the opportunities and chailenges to benefit
tremendously from its implementation,

Further aware that the Convention makes provi-
sions for the land-locked countries to benefit equally
from its implementation,

Taking note with satisfaction that the Con-
vantion will enter into force on 16 November 1894,

and that thereafter, the International Seabed
Authority and the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea will be established,

Taking _into account the Strategy and Pro-
gramme of Action by the Regional Leadership
Seminar on Marine/Qcean Affairs in Africa,
organized by the Economic Commission for Africa

and the international Ocean Institute which was
held from 28 March to 2 April 1994, as contained
in document E/ECA/CM.20/34,

Appreciative of the major leadership role that
the Commission has taken in promoting the Conven-
tion among African countries as well as in pro-
maoting marine/ocean resources development in
Africa,

1. Calls upon all African States to:

{a) Ratify the 1982 United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea and enact laws claiming juris-
diction over maritime zones as provided for in the
Convention;

(b} Establish a coordinating mechanism for
marine affairs to be established by respective
States;

(c) Establish or strengthen their national
framework for policy formulation in the realms of
food, energy and materials so as to give the needed
thrust and emphasis to the rational development
and optimal utilization of their marine resources; in
particular, the policy framework should accord high
priority to marine science and technology and the
development of the necessary human and institu-
tional infrastructure;

{d) Strengthen their capacity to survey,
explore and exploit their marine resources by
integrating their plans for adequate human
resources and institutional development with their
economic and social development plans;

2. Further calls upon all African coastal
States to: :

{a) Establish a legal framework for the rational
and effective utilization of the extended maritime
zones for a sustainable development;

(b} Establish baselines as well as the coordi-
nates of the extended maritime jurisdictions:

{c) Enter into dialogue with their neighbours
so as to establish the boundaries of their maritime
zones, keeping in mind the concepts of joint
development zones and joint management zones;

(d} Establish or strengthen the necessary
machinery and services for:

(i) the full and rational exploitation of
their fishery resources,

{ii} the exploration and exploitation of

their marine mineral and energy
resources;
(iii} the development of maritime trans-

port and communication system;
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{iv) the development of coastal areas and
the development of tourism;

{v) the protection and conservation of the
marine and coastal environment and
ecosystem,

3. Requsests the Economic Commission for
Africa and international, regional and subregional
organizations, governmental and non-governmental
organizations to strengthen collaboration among
themselves for promaotion of marine/ocean resources
development in general and, in particular in the
following ways. .

{a} Maobilize resources from international
funding agencies and other global and regional
development partners for the implementation of
regional, subregionai and national projects in areas
such as coastal zone management, island develop-
ment and capacity building in the ocean sector
which could be presented for funding;

{b) ‘ncreaseawareness atregional, subregional
and national levels of the potential of marine/ocean
resources and to promote the implementation of the
provisicns of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea;

{c) Sensitize high-level policy makers from
African land-locked countries to these provisions of
the Convention that are of benefit to their countries;

{d} Examine the feasibility of establishing
regional or subregional monitoring, surveillance and
detection systems by utilizing remote sensing
devices;

{e} Explore the feasibility of strengthening or
gstablishing regional and/or subregional institutions
for marine/ocean affairs for them to be basically
self-financing, especially in the areas of capacity
building including human rescurces development,
technology acquisition and surveys;

{f) Assist in the preparation of legisla-
tion/regulation/guidelines in the marine sector which
could be of use as biueprints to member States;

{g} Collect and disseminate relevant informa-
tion on marine/ocean affairs for use by member
States.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

775 (XXX}, Establishment of a trust fund for
peace-building, post-conflict _rehabi-
{itation, _reconstruction and develon-
ment

The Conference of Ministers,

Grateful for the initiatives taken by the interna-
tional community and the various agencies in the

United Nations system to extend special technicai-
and material assistance to African countries con-
fronted with difficuit problems of post-conflict
rehabilitation, reconstruction and development,

Realizing that such initiatives should be
translated into long-term activities designed to
accelerate and sustain the development of the dis-
tressed countries in order to maintain the three
continuum from:

(a} Emergency, rehabilitation and recon-
struction to development {in order to maintain a link
between short-, medium- and iong-term develop-
ment processes),

(h} Central administration to popular
participation (in order to foster the democratization
process via decentralization of policy, institutions
and management),

{c) National to subregional to regional levels to
accelerate the crucial subregional cooperation and
integration within the spirit of the Abuja Treaty
establishing the African Economic Community,

Understanding that peace-building in Africa
ought to rest upon a foundation of economic and
social development,

Recognizing the fact that such a development
strategy of a long-term nature necessitates the
mobilization of increased resources,

Recognizing further that the United Nations can
serve, but not substitute, the efforts of African
members who must be ready for the serious chal-
lenges and opportunities that lie in the decades
ahead,

Noting that the efforts already embarked upon
in this respect, though encouraging, have to be sus-
tained by adequate resources,

Noting further that the Economic Commission
for Africa has proposed the establishment of a trust
fund for assistance to the affected countries in
support of their post-conflict rehabilitation,
reconstruction and development efforts,

Cognizant of the fact that the task of emer-
gency relief and deveiopment including disaster
preparedness, prevention and management is the
primary responsibility of the African countries
themselves,

Bearing_in_ mind "An Agenda for Peace” of the
United Nations Secretary-General and the Organi-
zation of African Unity Mechanism for Conflict
Prevention, Management and Resolution,

Recognizing that the continuing cycle of con-
flicts in Africa has resulted in widespread displace-
ment of populations, within and across national
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borders, fatalities and stagnation of socio- economlc
development,

1. Welcomes the proposal regarding the
establishment of the fund as this is believed to
contribute to and facilitate ‘ongoing efforts by the
international community to alleviate the countries’
post-conflict rehabilitation, réconstruction and
development;

2. Calls upon all African member States,
friendly donor countries and financial and economic
institutions to appreciate the difficult post-conflict
situations facing the countries and to extend their
generous contribution to the establishment of the
fund;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Commission to institute such mechanisms as are
required to ensure the establishment, proper
management and utilization of the fund;

4. Urges the Executive Secretary of the Com-
mission to further enhance collaboration with the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity in the implementation of this resolution;

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the
Commission to develop relevant strategies for the
implementation of "An Agenda for Peace"” in an
African context in cooperation with the United
Nations system.

291st meeting,
4 May 1984,

776 {(XXIX). Development and strengthening of the
Economic Commission _for Africa’s
programme_activities in the field of
natural resources, energy and marine

affairs

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 32/197
of 20 December 1977, 33/202 of 29 January
1979, 44/211 of 22 December 1989, 46/235 0of 13
April 1992, 47/199 of 22 December 1992, 48/162
of 20 December 1993, Economic and Social Council
resolutions 1987/10 of 26 May 1987, 1989/6 of
22 May 1982 and Commission resolutions 572
{XXi) of 21 April 1986 and 602 (XX} of 27 April
1987,

- Endorsing the findings and conclusions of self-
evaluation of the Commission’'s subprogrammes
concerned with natural resources, energy and
marine affairs carried out during the biennium 19982-
1993,

Mindful of the regrouping of the above-
mentioned sectors in the revised Medium-term Plan
1992-1997 and the relevant pragramme budget for

1994-1995 into a single subprogramme aimed at
enhancing the interrelationships between these
sectors 1o ensure greater programme impact,

Aware of the enhanced significance and
strategic importance of the present natural

resources subprogramme for sustaining the long-
term objectives of the Medium-term Plan, in parti-
cular with regard to the economic cooperation and
integration’ of the African continent in the context
of the Abuja Treaty, Agenda 21 and the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa
in the 1990s,

Recognizing the urgency involved in streng-
thening both the substantive and operational capa-
city of the subprogramme in order to enhance its
intended impact within the region,

Noting with concern the continued stagnation
of available resources, both regular and extra-
budgetary, required to carry out activities in support
of regional policies, programmes and projects in
order to strengthen the African countries’ capacities
and capabilities to fully explore, exploit and develop
their natural resources,

Highly appreciative of the initiatives taken by
the Secretary-General in the context of decentraliza-
tion to strengthen the regional commission’s acti-
vities in the area of natural resources development,
especially in the fields of mineral resources, water
resources, cartography and remote sensing, energy
and marine affairs,

Convinced that the current process of decen-
tralization of regular programme activities needs. to
be supported by a corresponding decentralization of
extrabudgetary resources to complement and maxi-
mize existing regional capacities,

1. Appeals to all partners in operational acti-
vities for African development to give due consi-
deration to the priorities assigned to the develop-
ment of natural resources within the Economic
Commission for Africa’s programme of work with a
view to funding related project activities;

2. Calls uppn member States to facilitate the
implementation of the Commission’s activities in
natural resources development through effective
national institutional mechanisms, in particuiar with
regard to the follow-up of its recommendations
emanating from the self-evaluation of the relevant
subprogrammes featuring marine affairs, mineral
resources, water resources, energy and cartography
and remote sensing;

3. Calls upon the Secretary-Generat within
the context of the restructuring of the economic
and social sectors of the United Nations to ensure
the effective decentralization of relévant global
programmes and activities to the Commission;
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4. Requests that an in-depth evaluation of the
subprogramme be undertaken during the 1994-
1995 biennium:

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to report
on the implementation of this resolution at the next
meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994,

777 (XXIX}. Enhancing the capacity of the Muiti-
national Programming and Qperational

Centres {MULPQCs)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 311 (X} of 1 March
1977 establishing the Muitinational Programming
and Operational Centres (MULPQCs},

Recalling also its resolution 702 (XXV) of 19
May 1980 on transformation and strengthening of
the MULPOCs and the pertinent provisions of its
resolution 726 (XXVIf) of 22 April 1992 on streng-
thening the Economic Commussion for Africa to face
Africa’s development challenges in the 1990s,

Noting with_satisfaction the allocation by the
United Nations General Assembly through its resolu-
tion 46/185 of five additional established pro-
fessional posts in the MULPOCs,

Noting further with appreciation that the bulk

of the additional resources made available under the
United Nations regular programme of technical co-
operation in 1994-1995 have been redeployed to
the MULPOCs with a view to strengthening their
capacity to provide advisory services within the
subregions,

Considering however, that critical areas remain
uncovered by the expertise currently available in the
MULPOCs and require additional resources on a sus-
tained basis which cannot be met through the Com-
mission's regional advisory services programme,

Noting also with satisfaction mermber countries’
continuous material support to the MULPOCs in pro-

viding, inter alia, office premises free of charge and
seconding on. a temporary basis national experts to
the MULPOCs,

Taking note of the recommendations contained
in the draft report of the United Nations Secretary-
General to the General Assembly on the triennial
review of the in-depth evaluation of the programme
en development issues and policies {DIP} of the
Commission, and more specifically to sections
devoted to the MULPOCs,’

Recalling further that the MULPOC budgets for
the biennium 1994-1995 were approved with due
regard to current budget restraints in the United

Nations and pressing priorities of member countries
and their intergovernmental organizations,

Reaffirming the validity in the short, medium
and long terms of the mandate of MULPOCs as
spelt out in its resolution 702 {XXV) recailed above
and noting MULPOC activities towards the
rationaliza-tion and harmonization of subregional
economic groupings as well as substantive support
to the latter in the formulation and implementation
of their multisectoral programmes,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the United
Natons General Assembly for measures already

taken 1o strengthen the MULPQCs’ capacity 1o
adequately respond to the needs of their member
States and their intergovernmenta! organizations;

2. Supports efforts being deployved by the
Executive Secretary to provide the MULPOCs with
the required critical staff and non-staff resources to
enhance their effectiveness;

3. FEurther calls upon the General Assembly,
within the framework of future budget provisians,
to supplement efforts made by the Commission and
member States in order to increase, as the sixteenth
meeting of the Conference had wished, the human
and financial resources of the Multinational Pro-
gramming and Operational Centres.

2917st meeting,
4 May 1994.

The situation in the least developed
countries

778 {(XXiX).

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Programme of Action for the least
developed countries for the 1990s adopted by the
second United Nations Conference on the least
developed countries held in Paris from 3 to 14
September 1990,

Bearing in mind that two-thirds of tha category
of least developed countries are from the African
continent,

Noting with concern that since the adoption of
the Programme of Action in favour of the least
developed countries the socio-economic conditions
in these countries continues to worsen, with
possibie further decline as a result, inter alia, of the
recently concluded Uruguay Round Agreements,

Recognizing that despite the painful reform
efforts undertaken by the least developed countries,
the commitments by the development partners are
yet to materialize,

Further recognizing the concern expressed over
the situation in the least developed countries by the
Qrganization of African Unity Councit of Ministers in
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its fifty-eighth session through CM/1459 adopted
consequently by the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African
Unity during its twenty-ninth session in Cairo,
Egypt, from 28 to 30 June 1993,

1. Notes with concern the worsening socio-
economic situation of least developed countries, the
majority of which are in Africa;

2. Calls upon Africa’s development pariners
to intensify their efforts towards the implementation
of the Paris Programme of Action in favour of the
least developed countries;

3. Further calls upon the Economic Commis-
sion for Africa in cooperation with the Organization
of African Unity to continue to give special atten-
tion to the plight of these countries, especially in
light of the implications of the Uruguay Round
Agreements on them and to monitor and intensify
efforts in assessing the situation in the least
developed countries during the forthcoming review
in 1995;

4., Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Commission to submit a progress report on the
implementation of the Programme of Action, and of
this resolution.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

779 (XXIX}. Strengthening the operational capa-
city_of the United Nations Economic

Cammission for Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/202
of 29 January 1979 on strengthening the opera-
tional capacity of the regional economic commis-
sions,

Noting with satisfaction the measures taken by
the United Nations Secretary-General to strengthen
the economic and social role of the regional
economic commissions within the Organization,

Encouraged by the emphasis laid within the
work programme of the Commission on operational
activities and the new multidisciplinary approach to
programme activities,

Recalling _in particular the urgent need for

resources to enable the Commission to monitor and
implement the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s,

Considering that extrabudgetary resources
account for a substantial share of the resources that
the Commission must have in order to implement its
work programme,

Concerned by the alarming decline of the Com-
mission’s extrabudgetary resources in recent years,

Deploring the downward revision of the United
Nations Development Programme’s Regional Indica-
tive Planning Figure for Africa,

Noting with regret that the resources reserved
for Africa by the European Union for regional project
implementation under the Lome Convention have
only been partly used,

1. Appeals to all bilateral and international
partners that currently assist the Commission or
intend to do so, in particular member countries of
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Develocpment, the League of Arab States and their
cooperation agencies to waork further at strengthen-
ing their cooperation with the Commission by
financing its subregional and regional projects and
programmes;

2. Also makes a special appeal to the
European Union to facilitate the access of African
States and their intergovernmental organizations to
those resources reserved for the financing of
regional projects;

3. |Invites African member States to give
further support to subregional and regional pro-
grammes, particularly through the allocation of
domestic resources and by voluntarily earmarking a
percentage of the national indicative planning
figures provided to them by the United Nations
Development Programme;

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to take
all the necessary steps to implement this resolution
and to report thereon to the next meeting of the
Conference of Ministers.

291st meeting,
4 May 13894,

780 (XXIX}). Implementation of the programme for

the_ second Industrial Development
Decade for Africa {1983-2002)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/177
of 22 December 1992 on the adoption of the pro-
gramme for the second Industrial Development
Decade for Africa and the call made therein to the
African countries and the international community
to take concrete steps to ensure the full and
successful implementation of the new Decade,

Recalling further resolution GC.4/8 of the
General Conference of the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization on the second Decade
which, inter glia, requested the Director-General to
provide increased assistance to African countries
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and their subregional organizations for the imple-
mentation of thair national and subregional pro-
grammes for the second Decade,

Mingfuyl of its resolution 739 {XXVIl) of 22 April
1292 requesting the Executive Sacretary of the
Commission to assist African countries in the imple-
mentation of their national and subregional pro-
grammes for the second Decade,

Conscious of the crucial role that can be piaysed
by the private sector, local entrepreneurship and
women in the accelerated development of indus-
trialized countries and newiy industriaiized coun-
tries,

Reaffirming the primary responsibility of the
African countries in the implementation of the pro-
gramme for the second Decade and the neead for a
substantial flow of technical and finaneial rescurces
from the internstional community towards the
industrialization of Africa and in particuiar the
implementation of the programme for the new
Decade,

Further reaffirming the need for coordination
and harmonization of the activities of the second
industrial Development Decade for Africa and the
second United Nations Transport and Communica-
ticns Decade in Africa,

1. Calls upon all African countries to take

cancrete policy, institutional and other measures to
ensure full implementation of thair national and sub-
regional programmes for the second Yhdustrial
Development Decade for Africa including the estab-
lishment of an enabling environment for the
development of the private sector and the attraction
of substantial financial and technical resources for
investment in the priority areas of the programme
for the second Decade;

2. Further cails upon Africa’s development
partners and development finance institutions parti-
cularly the African Development Bank, the World
Bartk, the United Nations Development Programme,
the islamic Development Bank, the Arab Bank for
the Economic Development of Africa and African
subregional banks and funds to allocate substantial
resources 1o the implementation of the programme
of the second Decade at the national and sub-
regional levels;

3. Also _calls upon African countries which
have not yet done so to establish national co-
ordinating committees for the second Decade, take
fult account of the prioritiss of the second Decade
in policy and programmae formulation for the indus-
trial sector including ensuring that such programmes
as structural adjustment programmes do not
adversely affect the implementation of the pro-
gramme for the second Decade;

4. Requests the Director-General of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
to take concrete steps to ensure that the pro-
gramme for the second Decade and in particular,
the Coordination Unit for the Industrial Development
Decade for Africa is provided with substantially
increased human and financial resources to enable
it to support more effectively the implementation of
the 50 national and four subregional programmes
for the second Decade;

5. Adopts the Plan of Action for the harmoni-
zation of the implementation of the second Indus-
trial Development Decade for Africa and the second
United Nations Transport and Communications
Decade in Africa, taking into account the recom-
mendations of the Conference of African Ministers
of Transport, Communications and Planning;®

6. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Commission and the Director-General of the United
Nations Industrial Development QOrganization 1o
undertake concrete actions required for the har-
monization of the activities of the second industrial
Development Decade and the second Transport and
Communications Decade according to the Plan of
Action in consultation with the Organization of
African Unity, the African Development Bank and
other relevant organizations;

7. Further requests the Director-General of
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza-
tion and the Executive Secretary of the Commission
to accord high priority to the development of the
private sector, the participation of women and the
utifization of African consultants in their activities
related to the second Industrial Development
Decade for Africa;

8. Also_requests the Director-General of the
United Nations Industriai Development Organization
and the Executive Secretary of the Commission, in
cooperation with the Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity, to take concrete
steps for the promotion of the second Industrial
Development Decade for Africa at the international
level and the mobilization of financial and technical
rascurces for the new Decade, the implementation
of Agenda 21, the review of the implications for
African countries’ industrialization efforts to the
Uruguay Round and the fundamental changes at the
international level;

8. Requests further the Director-General of
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza-
tion to ensure that all opportunities are used to
mobilize financial resources for the second Decade
programme;

10. Appeals to the General Assembly to allo-
cate increased resources to the Commission to
enable it to support African countries in their efforts
towards the establishment of the second Industrial
Development Decade for Africa more effectively,
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especially the activities of the Committee of Ten at
reglonal subregmnal and natlonal level;

11. Requests the Director- General of the
United, Natiops Industrial Development Organization
and.the Executave Secretary of the Commission to
report jointly on the implementation of the present
resolution to the Conference at its next meeting.

291st meeting,
~ 4 May 1994.

Development of the private sector for
the accelerated implementation of the
programme_for the second Industrial

Development Decade for Africa and
beyond

781 (XXIX).

T_he Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/177
of 22 December 1992 adopting.the programme for
the second Industrial Development Decade for
Africa,

Cognizant of the need to ensure full participa-
tion of all agents of production, services and dis-
tribution in the Decade for its successful imple-
mentation,

Notmg that the pnvate sector has played a
fundamental role. in the economic and. industrial
development of advanced and newly industrialized
countries,

Consmous that the development of the pnvate
sector has played a fundamental rgle in the
economic and industrial development of advanced
and newly industrialized countries,

Conscious also that the rehabilitation and
revitalization of industry and the development of the
private sector, Afncan entrepreneurship small-scale
industry development and the adaption of privatg
sector development policies is crucial .to
industrialization, integration and overall economic
gr.owth of Africa,

Aware of the role of the market economy in
fostering the growth of African private entre-
preneyrship, .

1. Calls upon African countries to adopt con-
crete measures to create and sustain an enabling
environment which would foster the development of
the private sector and African entrepreneurship
including the promotion of the role of women in the
industrial development of Africa;

2. Calls further upon African Governments to
provide appropriate material, technical and financial
and institutional support for the establishment of
the small- and medium-scale industries as a means

of laying the foundation of industrialization in
Africa; _

3. Calls upon the African Development Bank
and other subregional/regional financial and banking
institutions to provide increased resources to the
African private sector in particular to African
industrial entrepreneurs;

4. Reguests the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa and the Director-
General of the United Nations. Industrial Develop-
ment Organization to provide African countries with
increased support for the development of their
private secto‘r; .

5. Furtherrequests the Executive Secretary of
the Commission and the Director-General of the
United Nations industrial Development Orgamzatron
to report on the implementation of this resolution to
the Conference at its next meeting.

: 291st meeting,
' 4 May 1994.

Development of basic industries for
the .__structural__transformation _of
African economies

782 {XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/177
of 22 December 1992 which adopted the pro-
gramme for the second Industriai Development
Decade for Africa,

Recalling further its resolution 752 (XXViH) of
4 May 1993 which called upon African countries to
create an enabling environment for industrial invest-
ment. to promote the implementation of the pro-
gramme of the second Decade,

Bearing in mind the major objectives of the
mandate of the Conference of African Ministers of
Industry in accelerating the pace of industrialization
in the region through the harmonization of industrial
policies and strategies of member States and of
relevant intergovernmental organizations as well as
in defining an African common position in inter-
national negotiations on industrialization,

Mindful of the Lagos Plan of Action, the Final
Act of Lagos and their provisions on collective self-
reliance and self-sustained development,”

~..Conscious of the central role of industrialization
in the socio-economic transformation of Africa,

Fully_aware of the serious structural weak-
nesses and vulnerability of the African economy,

Noting with _great _concern the trends in the
world towards the creation of economic blocs,
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Conscious of the urgent need for Africa to
establish larger and consolidated economic spaces
through economic cooperation and industrial inte-
gration in line with the Abuja Treaty establishing the
African Economic Community,

Convinced that basic industries are the key to
Africa’s economic transformation and the attain-
ment of self-reliance given their backward and
forward linkages with all industrial subsectors of
metallurgical, engineering, chemical and agro-
industries with other economic sectors,

Aware that basic industries require massive
capital outlay and larger markets beyond the capa-
city of individual African countries and can therefore
be mast optimally established through subregional
and regional cooperation arrangements of multina-
tional/transnational industrial enterprises,

Taking into account the existence of abundant
natural resources in a number of African countries,

1. Calls upon African countries to take con-
crete measures to establish multinational industrial
enterprises in the area of basic industries, namely
metallurgical, engineering, chemical and other basic
industries through bilateral, subregional and regional
cooperation;

2. Eurther calls upon African Governments to
mobilize and pool their resources in a collective
endeavour to establish and sustain basic industries,
especially within the framework of subregional
development organizations and economic com-
munities;

3. Reguests the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa, in cooperation
with the Director-General of the United MNations
Industrial Development Crganization, the Secretary-
General of the Organization of African Unity and the
President of the African Development Bank, to
undertake the necessary follow-up actions in pro-
moting Africa’s basic industries particularly the
natiocnal and subregional projects contained in the
second Industrial Development Decade for Africa;

4. Requests further the Executive Secretary
of the Commission and the General-Director of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
to hold consultative meetings of sponsering coun-
tries and organizations with indigenous and external
potential investors as well as African and non-
African financial institutions for the purposes of
identifying, formulating and undertaking feasibility
studies and financing of specific bankable projects
with basic industries;

5. Also requests the African Development
Bank and other subregional/regional funding insti-
tutions to cooperate with African Governments in
mobilizing internal and external resources in order 1o
finance basic industries and to assist African coun-

tries by funding subregional projects in basic indus-
tries under its resources reserved for subregional
programmes;

6. |Invites the private sector to participate
with the support of the African Development Bank
and other subregional/regional financial institutions
in setting up basic industries in Africa;

7. Appeals to the donor community to assist
African countries to establish basic industries
through the provision of financiat resources and
joint ventures.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

783 {XXIX). The Uruguay Round of Multilateral

Trade Negotiations

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the declaration of the Heads of Staie
and Government of the Organization of African
Unity on the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade
Negotiations adopted in Abuja. Nigeria in June
1991,

Further recalling its declaration on the implica-
tions of the Uruguay Round of negotiations on
Africa’s trade adopted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in
May 1983,

Taking note of the current status of the
Uruguay Round and the impact of the emerging
results on their trade prospects and development in
general,

Concerned that the remaining outstanding
issues of major interest to Africa, particularly
market access, concessions in tropical agricultural
and manufactured products as well as natural
resource-base products are the most decisive for
achieving a balance outcome of the Uruguay Round,

Aware of the great chalienges that will face
African countries in terms of the necessary legal
and policy adaptation that this will entail,

Taking ncte of the technical assistance pro-
vided to the African participants in the Round by
the Economic Commission for Africa, the Organiza-
tion of African Unity, the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade and other organizations,

1. Adepts the Tunis Declaration on the
Uruguay Round of Muitilateral Trade Negotiations;

2. Invites the Chairman of the Conference of
African Ministers of Trade to transmit the Declara-
tion 1o all participants of the Uruguay Round
through the Trade Negotiation Commitiee;
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3. Calls upon the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, in the framework of the
African multilateral trade negotiations, and in colla-
borationt with the Economic Commission for Africa
and the Organization of African Unity, to assist
African countries to adequately prepare for the
evaluation of the results called for in Section Nine
of the Punta del Este Ministerial Declaration;

4. Further calls upon the Executive Secretary
of the Commission, the Secretary-General of the
Organization of African Unity, the Secretary-General
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, the Director-General of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the Executive
Director of the International Trade Centre to
elaborate a programme of technical assistance to
African countries to respond to the needs of the
post-Uruguay Round period aimed at:

{a) Assisting African countries in the imple-
mentation of the Uruguay Round results;

{b} Strengthening African countries’ trading
capacity and competitiveness in order to take
advantage of trade opportunities arising from
multilateral trade liberalization;

(c) Assisting these countries to be better pre-
pared for future trade negotiations envisaged in
some of the Uruguay Round agreements and in
defining the objectives of and participation in the
negotiations of a new trade agenda;

5, Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the
Commission to strengthen the relevant structures of
the Commission in order to assist member States to
adapt their economies to the new developments in
international trade that the Uruguay Round entails;

6. Invites donor countries and the United
Nations Development Programme to provide finan-
cial support to enable African countries to cope
with the post-Uruguay Round period;

7. Agrees that an international conference
should be organized in Tunis, under the auspices of
the Commission, in collaboration with the Organiza-
tion of African Unity, the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade and the International Trade
Centre on technical assistance to African countries,
with the aim of enabling the adaptation of their
economies to the new international trade environ-
ment, and more particularly, to the outcome of the
Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

784 (XXIX). Africa and the crisis _in_international
commodity agreerments

The Conference of Ministers,

Concerned about the prevailing situation in
commuodity prices of products of export interest to
Africa and the attendant effects on the export
earnings of their countries,

Aware of the debilitating impact the progres-
sive decline in commodity prices has had on
economic performance of African countries and
their capacity to service external debt,

Further aware of the collapse of a number of
internaticnal commodity agreements of interest to
Africa and the prolonged and difficult negotiations
which have taken place to find successor agree-
ments to a number of these agreements,

Convinced that a number of these international
commodity agreements might not be successfully
negotiated,

Noting with interest the establishment of a
Coffee Retention Plan by coffee growers within the
framework of South-South cooperation as a
mechanism for managing coffee supplies and for
stabilizing world coffee prices,

1. Urges African countries to strengthen their
cooperative efforts in negotiations for successor
agreements to major international agreements;

2. Calls upon African countries to evaluate
and analyze the applicability of the principles of the
Coffee Retention Plan to other commaodities
exported by Africa;

3. Invites the Common Fund for Commo-
dities, the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group, the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and
other relevant institutions to provide financial and
other assistance to help African countries to diver-
sify their economies;

4. Further calls upon the Executive Secretary
of the Economic Commission for Africa, the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity, the President of the African Development
Bank and the Managing Director of the Common
Fund for Commodities to assist African countries in
effectively dealing with the problems of declining
prices and in improving their productivity, diver-
sification and access to markets.

291st meeting,
4 May 1394,

785 (XXIX). Promation and expansion of intra-
African trade

The_Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final
Act adopted by the extraordinary session of the
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Assembly of African Heads of State and Govern-
ment in April 1980,

Taking cognizance of the Treaty establishing
the African Economic Community adopted by the
Assembly of African Heads of State and Govern-
ment in Abuja, Nigeria in June 1991,

Awvare that the strengthening and expansion of
intra-African trade can contribute to the socio-
economic development of our countries,

Concerned about the prevailing economic situa-
tion in Africa and the small share of imtra-African
trade in its total trade,

Considering that despite the adoption of pro-
grammes of trade liberalization schemes within
existing subregional groupings, theirimpact on intra-
African trade still remains insignificant,

Acknowledging that the considerable potential
which many African countries have for processing
raw materials remains under-utilized,

Noting that the sixth All-Africa Trade Fair
which took place in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe in 1992
censtituted an important event for promoting intra-
African trade,

Convinced that the first Afro-Arab Trade Fair
organized in Tunis in Qctober 1983 wili give
impetus to the growth of intra-African trade,

Recoqnizing that African countries continually
make great efforts to promote and expand intra-
African trade,

Noting with_satisfaction the project for the
creation of an African Export-lmport Bank for
financing trade,

1. Calls upon African countries to implement
measures designed to encourage intra-African trade
and subregional groupings to harmonize their
investment and trade policies, including the
progressive reduction of tariff and non-tariff
barriers; '

2. Urges African countries to transform, as
much as possible, their raw materials through pro-
cessing in order to increase value added to their
exports and tc explore opportunities for exchange
of goods as a way for tempaorarily alleviating their
batance-of-payments difficulties;

3. Calls upon African countries to take the
necessary measures to encourage South-South co-
operation in the service sector, to allow African
enterprises to profit from the African expertise
acguired in this area;

4. Further calls upon African countries to
participate actively in the preparatory stages of the

seventh All-Africa Trade Faif and possibly provide
financial support to the organizers of this event;

b, Recommends to African Governments that
they facilitate the active participation of their
respective business communities at the All-Africa
Trade Fairs and other international exhibitions, in
arder to expand African trade;

6. Further recommends the periodic organiza-
tion of the Afro-Arab Trade Fair as an effective
instrument for promoting trade;

7. Requests the secretariat of the Economic
Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the
secretariats of the Grganization of African Unity and
the African Development Bank, to study the estab-
lishment of a network of trade and economic data,
for the gathering and dissemination of business
opportunities and for development of partnership
between African economic operators;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Commission, in collaboration with the Secretary-
Genseral of the Organization of African Unity, the
President of the African Development Bank and the
secretariats of subregional groupings to continue to
assist member States in promoting and expanding
intra-African trade and South-South trade.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

786 {XXIX). Strategies for Revitalization, Recovery
and Growth of Africa’s Trade in the
1990s and Beyond

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Strategies for Revitalization,
Recovery and Growth of Africa’s Trade in the
1880s and Beyond adopted at the special session of
the Conference of African Ministers of Trade heid in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in December 1930,

Noting that the critical economic situation pre-
vailing in the majority of African countries has
militated against implementation of many of the
decisions adopted in the Strategies,

Convinced that the Strategies remain a valid
and an important framework for revitalizing Africa’s
domestic, intra-African and external trade,

-

1. invites the Foliow-up Committee to carry
out its mandate;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa to provide to the
said Committee the required technical support;

3. Calls upon African countries to implement
the policies and measures cantained in the Stra-
tegies;
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4. Furtherrequests the Executive Secretary of
the Commission to report to the next Conference of
African Ministers of Trade on progress made in the
implementation of the said Strategies.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

787 (XXIX}. Science and technology for develop-
ment

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 738 (XXVIl) of 22 April
1992 regarding the possibility of establishing a
ministerial conference on science and technology,

Recalling alsg its resolution 509 {XIX) of 28
May 1984 on strengthening of African capabilities
in science and technology,

Recognizing the need for member States to
develop their science and technology resources
inctuding means for evaluating their efforts in this
regard,

1. Welcomes its resolution 757 {(XXVIII) of 4
May 1993 on the reswructuring of the intergovern-
mental machinery of the Commission which estab-
lished an African Regional Conference on Science
and Technology by upgrading the existing Inter-
governmental Committee of Experts on Science and
Technology Development;

2. Calls upon the General Secretariat of the
Organization of African Unity to bring the issue of
the establishmeaent of the African Regional Con-
ference to the attention of the Council of Ministers,
with a view to supporting the objective of the

Conference as indicated in its resolution 757
(XXVI);
3. Urges that ministers responsible for

science and technology should show their commit-
ment by actively participating in the African
Regicnal Conference on.Science and Technology;

4. BRequests the Commission, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the Organization of African Unity and
the United Nations Industrial Development QOrganiza-
tion, in collaboration with other relevant agencies,
to develop and recommend mechanisms, including
science and technology indicators for evaluating the
developments and management of science and
technology in the mermber States.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

788 (XXIX). Establishment of an African Monetary
Fund

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action, more parti-
cularly, the decision to create an African Monetary
Fund,

Recalling also the establishment of the Enlarged
Ministerial Committee of Libreville,

Taking note of the progress report on the
establishment of an African Monetary Fund,

1. Reaffirms its commitment to work towards
the effective establishment of the proposed African
Monetary Fund;

2. Mandates the Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Africa, the President of
the African Development Bank, the Secretary-
General of the Organization of African Unity and the
Director-General of the African Centre for Monetary
Studies to continue with the studies needed to bring
the proposed African Monetary Fund into being and
10 report the progress thereon to the sixth session
of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

789 (XXIX). Strengrheninginformation systems for
Africa’s recovery and sustainable

development

The Conference of Ministers,

Convinced that information support is vital to
Africa’s recovery and sustainable development,

Concerned by the underdeveloped information
and documentation sector in many African countries
and the inadequate financial and material resources
available for its growth,

Welcoming General Assembly decision 48/453
of 21 December 1993 recommending the provisian
of adequate staffing and resources for the Economic
Commission for Africa subprogramme on informa-
tion systems development, beginning with the
programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995,

Recalling Economic and Social Councit resolu-
tions 1992/51 of 31 July 1992 on the need to
ground the Commission’s activities in sound data
and information system and 1993/67 of 30 July
1993 on the Commission’s subprogramme in infor-
mation systems development,

Recalling also its resolutions 716 (XXVI) of 12
May 1991 on implementing an integrated approach
to development information and 766 {(XXVill} of 4
May 1993 on strengthening development
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information systems for regional cocperation and
integration in Africa,

Appreciative of the continuing support given by
the International Development Research Centre as
well as new support from the Government of the
Netherlands and the Carnegie Corporation of New
York to the Pan-African Development Information
System’s activities to strengthen the information
capabilities of member States,

Appreciative aiso of the approval of the Council
of Ministers of the African, Caribbean and Pacific
group of the project "Information Technology for
Africa” for further consideration by the European
Union in the framework of the Lome IV Convention,

Bearing in_mind the need to strengthen the
Commission’s subregional development information
centres as information support for subregional
economic cooperation and integration,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts being made
by the Commission’s development information
system in the delivery of technical assistance to
member States and the large number of requests
pending in this area,

Noting with_further satisfaction the fuil incor-

poration of the activities on information system
development into the programme budget of the
Commission,

Noting, however. with concern that the Com-
mission has had regular budget activities in this area
since 1984 without resources being provided for
them,

Aware of the decreasing availability of extra-
budgetary resources for implementation and utiliza-
tion of development information systems and
technology,

Noting with grave concern the precarious finan-
cial situation of the Commission’s activities in this
area to meet the important needs of its member
States and the urgency to end its reliance on extra-
budgstary sources of funding,

1. Appeals to member States to recognize the
vital impartance of developing their information
sector by:

(a} Adopting national information and infor-
matics policies;

{b) Providing sufficient resources in the
nationzl budget for the essential growth of this
area;

2. Urges member States to approve the utili-
zation of new technology for electronic communica-
tion in order to permit Africa’s full access to the
global information highway;

3. Further urges member States to formulate
their needs for technical assistance in information
systems development by:

(a} Giving priority to information systems
development in the use of their United Nations
Development  Programme country indicative
planning figures, utilizing the technical support
services mechanism where applicabie;

{b) Considering development information acti-
vities in their pledges to the United Nations Trust
Fund for African Development;

{c} Using, where appropriate, the financial
provisions under the Lome IV Convention for this
purpose;

4. Urgently appeals to the European Union to
consider favourably the Pan-African Development
Information System project approved by the
African, Caribbean and Pacific group Council of
Ministers and submitted to it for funding;

5. Calls upon the donor community to support
both naticnal initiatives as weill as the Commission’s
activities to strengthen development information
capabilities in the African region;

6. Approves the outline of the work pro-
gramme for 1995-1996 in information systems
development, while urging the Commission to
continue its leadership role in the area of
information systems and sciences, information
technology, and telematics in order to support
Africa’s efforts for sustainable development;

7. Encourages the Commission through its
information systems development activities to
facilitate intra-African information exchange as
support for regional economic integration by
developing norms and standards, in collaboration
with other relevant technical organizations, for
information compatibility and promoting their use;

8. Reguests the Executive Secretary of the
Commission to aifocate additional section 20
resources to the subprogramme on statistical and
information systems development in accordance
with the recommendation of the Second Com-
mittee;®

9. Also requests the Executive Secretary of
the Commission to seek additional resources
through voluntary contributions for the Commis-
sion’s subregional development information centres
in the framework of the subprogramme on statis-
tical and information systems development;

10. Requests the General Assembly, within the
spirit of decision 48/453 adopted and in view of the
importance of development information systems for
Africa’s development, to authorize the creation of
three professional posts at P3, P4 and P5 levels and

66 ANNUAL REPORT



four: local level posts, to permit the delivery of
programmed activities of the Commission’s sub-
programme on information systems development
beginning with its 1994-1995 programme budget.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

Capacity buﬂdfhg for _statistical
development in Africa

790 (XXIX}.

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 683 (XXV) of 19 May
1990 on_the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statis-
tical Develgpment in Africa in the 1990s,

Further recalling its resolution 734 (XXVIl) of
22 Aprit 1992 on implementation of the Addis
Ababa.Plan of Action for Statistical Development in
Africa in the 1990s,

Noting with satisfaction the initiative that has
been taken by the Coordinating Committee on
African Statistical Development in promoting statis-
tical development in the countries of the region
through capacity building in areas of organization
and management of national statistical systems,
research in methods and standards and data
sources, data processing and statistical training,

Further noting that these are the principal
aspects of statistical development in which capacity
needs urgently to be further and significantly
enhanced at the national, subregional and regional
levels to successfully achieve the objectives of the
Addis Ababa Plan of Action,

Recalling the concern of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers
at its eighth session on the drastic reduction of
available resources and the need for additional
resources to enhance capacity building at the
national, subregional and regional levels to achieve
objectives of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action,

1.+ Urges African Governments to vigorously
implement -actions to be taken at the national level
as recommended in the Addis Ababa Plan of Action
for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s;

2. Also urges both the multilateral and
bilateral donor agencies bearing interest in capacity
building in Afrlca to:

{a) Provide further support at the national,
subregional and regionat ievels to facilitate the work
of the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical
Development; and

{b) Recognize that the need to build capacity
at the regional level in the Economic Commission for
Africa - as the regional organization with a mandate
for the promotion of statistical development - is as

important as the promotion of capacity at the
national level;

3. Further urges the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme to:

(a) Provide requisite catalytic support to the
Commission to supplement its resources to facilitate
the work of the Coordinating Committee on African
Statistical Development and help countries in iden-
tifying resource constraints to the promotion of
statistical development and enhancement of
requisite capacity at the nationa! level; and

{b) Make it possible for the Commission to
support statistical institutions in the countries in
accessing the technical support that the United
Nations Development Programme is able to provide
through its TSS1 and TSS2 modalities of technical
cooperation.

291st meeting,
4 May 1994.

Change of name.of the African Traig:
ing and Research Centre for Women
{ATRCW) tao.: African _Centre far

Women (ACW)

791 (XXIX).

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 269 {XIl) of 28 February
1975 which endorsed the establishment of an
African Training and Research Centre for Women
within the Economic Commission for Africa with a
view to facilitating the improvement of the socio-
economic conditions of women in Africa and
enhancing their contribution to the overall develop:
ment of the continent,

Further recalling subsequent resoiutlons which
recognized the central role of African women in the
development of the continent more especially in the
rural areas where the majority of the population live,

Considering the increase in.women’s concerns
due to the increasing scarcity of productive
resources, the worsening of the physical and socio-
economic environment, the spread of destructive
wars and conflicts and the feminization of poverty,

Conscious that women constitute a valuable
pool of human resources for the socio-economic
recovery and development of Africa and that there
is need for th