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Introduction

1.0 The Eastern Subregional Development Center (EA/SRDC) was

established as a result of the adoption of Commission Resolution 810

(XXX!), which had the aim of reinforcing ECA Multinational Programming

and Operational Centers (MULPOCs). In addition to changing the name of

MULPOCs, the resolution led to the geographical expansion of the area

formerly covered by the Gisenyi MULPOC from three to thirteen member-

states (Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Comoros, Djibouti,

Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, and

Tanzania.

2.0 These changes also included relocating the Center from Gisenyi to Kigali

but due to the crisis in Rwanda and the Genocide in 1994, activities of the

Center had been temporarily moved to Addis Ababa. Offices of the center

formerly moved to Kigali in 1998.

Strategic areas of operation

3.0 The Center's mandate and its activities fall under the following strategic

directors of ECA.

(i)Economic and Social Policy Analysis, (iii) Food Security and

Sustainable Development, (iv) Development Information, (v) Regional

Economic Integration, (vi) Development Management, (vii) Gender and

Women's Advancement.

P.O. Box 4654, Kigali, Rwanda. T<§1: (250) 86548, 86549, 86550, 86551, Fax: (250) 86546.

E-mail : easrdc@rwandatell.rwandal.com
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Gender Activities

4.0 Activities Implemented under Gender and Women's Advancement include

the following:

♦ Formulation of the National Gender Policy for Rwanda:
Formulation and development of this policy went through a rich

process, which involved consultations with people from all walks
of life in the Rv/andan society, including rural and urban.

Government officials, Parliamentarians, private sector, civil

society, NGOs, were all consulted in cooperation with ACW.

♦ Study Report on Women' s rights to land and property in

Eastern Africa: Some of the outstanding features in these

countries included similarity in land tenure laws in the Sub-
region in the sense that the objectives of the current reforms

aim at making land to be easily acquired and disposed off in the
market as any other commodity. Also those customary laws

have been allowed to co-exist alongside modern laws but in
case of conflict, customary laws take precedence.

♦ Expert Group meeting on women's land rights: Gender

profiles of selected countries: These identified absence of

disaggregated data on gender to be common in the Sub-region

as well as the general absence of data on gender-based

violence,

♦ Joint EA/SRDC-EASS1 meeting, preparatory to Beijing

+5:This enabled member states to monitor and evaluate

performance since the Beijing conference.

♦ Workshop for Gender Budgeting for parliamentarians:

There were two workshops for parliamentarians, one for

English-speaking African parliamentarians and another one for
pariiamentarians in Rwanda. The two activities were carried out

in cooperation with the Inter- Parliamentarian Union.

♦ Sub-regional Training Workshop on Mainstreaming Gender

in Development Concerns, Policies and Budgeting: This

was a beginning of building capacity of manpower in the Sub-

region to be able to undertake this type of work.

♦ UNDP Rwanda Gender Strategy (in cooperation with ACW
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Prospects

In 2002/2003 the Center will deepen its activities in Gender analysis with
particular emphasis on Gender Mainstreaming. The focus wili be on:

« Data disaggregation and assistance to countries for effective

implementation of SNA 93 (System of National Accounts).
« Working out a Gender Orientation Budget Nomenclature and

engendering the Medium Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF) being

applied in the Sub-region.

• Monitoring land rights issues.

• Women entrepreneurship with respect to Food Technologies.

■ HIV/AIDs mainstreaming.


