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Sharing Global Experiencer Expectations for the forthcoming 4th World Conference on Women

in Beijing. Proposals. Strategies for Harmonization with local circumstances

1. Introduction

Two major World events for women will take place in Beijing, China September 1995. These

events are: The Fourth World Conference on Women and the NGO Forum on Women Beijing 1995

from 4-15 September and from 30th August to 8 September 1995 respectively. The two events hold

great promise tor all women in the world and the events present a great opportunity for women to

have their say and have their voices heard. The two meetings at Beijing will also offer opportunities

for organizing, mobilizing, advocating, educating, communicating, networking lobbying, negotiating

and the like.

In addition to the two big meetings, this time round, the UN Secretariat of the Fourth World

Conference on Women and NGO Forum on Women office has actively sought to involve young

women in the preparatory process. Over 30,000 women including the youth are expected to be in

Beijing. This is twice as many as those went to Nairobi in 1985 for the Third World Conference and

NGO Forum. However, there are millions and millions of us (women and men) who are nonetheless

working in our own small ways around the issues and concerns that will be central to the objectives

and deliberations in Beijing. This brings us to the primary objective of our discussion within the

context of this paper. How can we ensure that our voices are heard as they must be if Beijing is to

achieve its objectives and or have meaning? What are the ways in which we can bring Beijing home

or in our communities and influence its outcome.

We seek to answer the above questions by: reviewing the preparatory processes (to Beijing )

at the national, regional and global levels that have and are still taking place and sharing individual,

country, regional and global experiences.

2. Preparatory Process

Following General Assembly resolutions of 1990, 1991 and other resolutions adopted by the

Commission on the status of Women in 1992 and 1993 on the Fourth World Conference on Women,

member States world-wide were called upon to formulate and establish national committees charged



with the preparations for Beijing at the national level. UN Regional Commissions were requested to

prepare and organize regional preparatory meetings/conferences as well as assist member States in their

respective regions in preparing for regional and world conferences.

2-1 National level: Established national committees at the national level were and

are still incharge of the preparation process for Beijing and after Beijing. All

member States were required to prepare a national report giving an overview

and situation of women ten years after the Third World Conference (1985).

Within the context of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies (NFLS), the

national reports were to highlight the achievements and obstacles encountered

in the implementation of the NFLS and future plans/strategies to overcome the

existing critical areas of concern to women. The national reports were to

include inputs from various women organizations (NGOs), institutions,

individual professionals and experts. It is at the national level that individual

organizations can be and have been involved to a greater extent and have made

inputs through lobbying strategies. It is at the national level that women must

advocate for changes e.g. in the laws that affect or discriminate against women,

in the way that society perceive women or how women are treated at place of

work etc. How do you go about lobbying or influencing decisions that may

have bearing on the future for women? There are many ways such as: by

reaching your leaders and you know how to reach the community at large.

Speaking out at public meeting , speaking out on the radio to get the message

across, getting your message into the newspaper, taking your issues of concern

to the National Preparatory Committee for the 4th World Conference or to the

Women's Bureau/Ministry or Office in Charge of Women Affairs. You can

form a small pressure group to identify and discuss some critical areas of

concern that you consider should be part of your country's list of priorities. As

a group, you can present the identified priority areas to the Women's Bureau or

to the National preparatory Committee. If you know some of the members of

the Committee, talk to them to ensure that these areas of concern are addressed.

The more you get people to know about these areas of concern the greater the

chance of getting these issues included in a country statement or report at
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Beijing. More important, the more you can influence policy issues and future

women's programme of activities at the national level and more you can

promote the advancement of women.

2.2. Regional level: The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

(UNECA) organized at the regional level, the fifth Regional Conference on

Women preparatory to the Fourth World Conference on Women which took

place in Dakar Senegal from 16-23 November 1994. This was the last among

the five regional commission conferences. The other four regional conferences

were held as follows: Asia and Pacific region in Jakarta Indonesia, June 1994;

Latin America and the Caribbean in Mar Del Plata in September 1994;

Europe/North America 17-21 October 1994 (Vienna Austria), and Western Asia

6-10, November 1994 (Amman, Jordan). Each Regional Preparatory

Conference adopted a Regional Plan of Action as a major regional outcome

describing and outlining critical areas of concern and strategic objectives that are

regional specific.

The African regional conference in Dakar adopted an African Platform for Action: African

Common Position for the Advancement of Women. The Platform has eleven critical areas of concern

which were identified through a process of meetings, workshops and expert group meetings and were

agreed upon by a committee which critically reviewed the Platform during the Conference in Dakar

and was adopted by consensus during the Ministerial Conference in Dakar. As part of the preparatory

process for the Fourth World Conference, the intergovernmental regional meetings were organized to

formulate a common approach and set regional priorities-hence the African Platform for Action. The

Africa Regional Conference provided critical opportunities for governments and NGOs to gather and

develop a regional position., It also provided opportunities for consultations, networking, negotiations

and for a regional consensus building on a common position. The results of the regional preparatory

meetings/conferences will serve as inputs into the Global Conference.

While the women in Africa have made their contributions through their involvement at the

national and regional levels by participating in meetings and at the regional conference in Dakar, the

Economic Commission for Africa is organizing a regional meeting in preparation for the Fourth
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World Conference. The meeting will take place in Kamapla Uganda 10-13 July 1995. The main

objectives of the meeting will be to thoroughly review the Global Platform for Action in order to build

a regional consensus particularly in those areas which are still bracketed, identify further areas of

concern for Africa and strategize for effective participation and greater visibility of Africa in Beijing.

This is an opportunity to once again identify issues that we want our governments and NGOs to

present at the Conference.

2.3. Global Level: The Fourth World Conference on Women which will be held in Beijing China

has gone through a series of steps in its preparation before the conference takes place.

Following the UN General Assembly resolution which called on Member States and the United

Nations to hold the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995, a Conference Secretariat

was set up within the Division for the Advancement ofWomen in New York UN headquarters.

The functions of the Conference Secretariat are amongst others: to prepare UN documentations

which are circulated to member States (in all official UN languages); to hold a series of Expert

Group meetings on priority areas of the Conference. It sets up a preparatory Committee

(PrepCom); provides information on the status of national and regional reports; accredits

NGOs; services and facilitates negotiations between governments, prepares questionnaires that

can serve as a basis for national reports submitted by member States and compiles a draft-

programme of action. With regard to the preparatory process for the Fourth World

Conference, the Conference Secretariat has compiled and drafted the Global Platform for

Action which has been reviewed several times during the PrepCom. So far three PrepCom

have been held the last one was in March/April 1995. The major task of a PrepCom is to

initiate negations towards the adoption of the final documents. During the third and final

PrepCom held in New York in March-April this year, the focus of the Committee was the

review of the Platform for Action whereby some issues or passages were bracketed meaning

that some delegates objected to the passage or language used etc. When consensus is reached,

brackets are removed from the text. At the Fourth World Conference in Beijing, the Platform

for Action will be reviewed for the last time and in this case, negotiations will focus for the

most part, on resolving disagreement in those areas still bracketed.

3- The Fourth World Conference on Women: This will be held in Beijing China 4-15 September

1995 at the Beijing International Conference Centre. Government delegates will meet for two weeks
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to work on the Platform for Action aimed at achieving greater equality and opportunity tor women.

The three previous World Conferences were in Mexico City (International Women's Year 1975),

Copenhagen (1980) and Nairobi 1985. The Platform for Action if agreed upon will serve as the major

policy document to which governments will be held accountable in the coming years. The Platform

for Action is divided into six sections, Section 1 is the Statement of Mission; Section II contains the

Global Framework; Section III outlines eleven critical Areas of concern. Section IV are the Strategic

objectives derived from the critical Areas of concern and Action to be taken; Section V describes the

financial arrangements while section VI describes the Institutional Arrangements for Implementation

and Monitoring of the Platform for Action.

The objectives of the Conference are:

To review and appraise the advancement of women since 1985 in terms of the

objectives of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women

to the Year 2000;

To mobilize women and men at both the policy-making and grassroots levels to achieve

those objectives;

To adopt a "Platform for Action", concentrating on some of the key issues identified

as representing a fundamental obstacle to the advancement of the majority of women

in the world. It will include elements relating to awareness-raising, decision-making,

literacy, poverty, health, violence, national machinery, refugees and technology.

To determine the priorities to be followed in 1996-2001 for implementation of the

Strategies within the United Nations system.

4. The NGQ Forum on Women Beijing 1995: will be held in China August 30 September 8,

1995. "Look at the World through Women's eyes" will be the overall Theme of NGO Forum

on Women activities leading up to Beijing. The theme will also provide the framework for the

programme of activities being organized for the Forum. The Forum has no fixed agenda or
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set of objectives but rather will present a constantly evolving and open-ended agenda emerging

from the hundreds of gatherings, planned and spontaneous, that are expected to take place.

Some 30,000 women from 180 countries are expected to attend the NGO Forum, 6,000

participated in Mexico (1975) 10,000 in the NGO Forum in Copenhagen (1980) and 15,000 in Forum

1985 in Nairobi, Kenya. They will come from towns, villages, cities in Africa, Asia, the Pacific, the

Caribbean, Latin America, the Middle East, Europe and North America. In terms of participation,

everyone can register for the NGO Forum by filling out a registration form and sending it with 2

passport size photos and US$50/= to the NGO Forum office in New York. The deadline tor

registration was 30 April 1995 and no registration will be done on site. The NGO Forum on Women

office also coordinates all on site activities during the NGO Forum and will make every effort to

accommodate activity requests. Activities include among others exhibition, panel discussions,

workshops seminars etc. Due to space limitation, all organizations proposing an activity on site must

submit an official Activity Form to the NGO Forum on Women office by 30 April 1995. In addition

to the space reserved for requested activities, the Forum will provide, for free, a resource Centre

where NGOs can display their information material, space dedicated to regions and themes and a

marketplace for handicrafts and goods.

Concerning VISAS, the NGO Forum on Women office will issue two copies of a letter

confirming registration for the Forum. One copy of this confirmation letter should be presented to

the Chinese Embassy or consulate for visa purposes while the second copy should be brought to

Beijing in order to obtain the Forum identification pass.

For more detailed information organizations interested should write to the NGO Forum on

Women Office, Suite 1500, 211 East 43 Street, New York, NY. 10017 U.S.A.

The Youth Consultation Meeting

"The voices of Youth" programme organized by the UN Fourth World Conference on Women

Secretariat is linked to the regional meetings and aims at ensuring that the concerns of youth will be

reflected in the Platform for Action. At the Fifth Regional Conference on Women in Dakar, a four

days youth consultation meeting was held in Dakar to review and make an input into the African
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Plattorm for Action. In all the five region preparatory meetings, the youth have been involved in the

process and have lobbied for youth perspectives and concerns to be incorporated into the Platform for

Action. At the national level, the youth have been on the move networking and building links between

youth NGOs and women's NGOs as well as developing programmes on gender issues. At the Fourth

World Conference and the NGO Forum Beijing 1995, the youth from all over the World will come

together to represent their own issues and ensure that such issues of concern to the youth are reflected

by way of lobbying and negotiating with government delegates and NGOs.

The process of preparing for Beijing has therefore taken various steps and levels all aimed at

building national, regional and global consensus. Various methods and or approaches have been used

to reach consensus. At the Fourth World Conference on Women, the main objective will be to reach

decisions and consensus that will be contained in the Platform for Action which will be adopted at the

conclusion of the meeting. Consensus will have to be reached through negotiations, lobbying,

compromises and or working through a caucus. The majority of the women will not be in Beijing

where decisions will be made, how can you/we influence decisions while at home in our communities?

How can groups of women not going to Beijing make a contribution to issues that will be decided and

agreed upon in their absence? Here are some ideas on lobbying strategies:

you need to organize yourself e.g. a group of women having a common objective such

as women and environment get together identify areas of national priority and present

them to relevant ministries, have the issues publicized in the local newspapers, radio

programmes television etc;

organize seminars, panel discussions etc on issues of concern to women, prepare a

report and present the report to the Ministry or Bureau in-charge of Women affairs;

build network, collect information and share information with other groups or interested

individuals;

speaking out at public meetings with a brief report in hand that you and your group has

written on an issue of major concern in your country an issue that you want to see

presented at the World Conference by your country delegation.



For some of you who will go to Beijing, some lobbying strategies to influence decision may

include:

joining a women caucus to share information, discuss an issue of concern and present

to your government delegations etc the women's caucus provides a forum for all

women to air their views.

joining a Task Force which may be working on a specific area of concern or priority

areas within the draft documents;

brief your country delegates or head of delegation on an important issue

discussed by the women caucus;

assist by preparing short, printed statements that are timely and strategic for

delegates to use in drafting sessions.

If women whether participating or not participating in the Fourth Worid Conference on Women

are able to combine, harmonize and coordinate their efforts, they can influence decisions by been able

to take issues and concerns to delegates who in turn will negotiate and have the issues incorporated

into the text such as the Platform for Action.


