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I. Introduction

1. The first meeting of the Sub-Committee on Statistics of the Committee on Development

Information (CODI) was held at the Headquarters of the Economic Commission for Africa,

Addis Ababa, from 29 June to 1 July 1999. The meeting reviewed the following items and took

actions for follow-up:

(i) the implementation of Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical

Development in Africa in the 1990s;

(ii) the evaluation of the activities of the Coordinating Committee on African

Statistical Development (CASD);

(iii) the implementation of the 1993 System of National Accounts (1993 SNA) in

Africa;

(iv) the status report on integrated household survey programmes in Africa since

the 1980s;

(v) Institutional capacity building;

(vi) General Data Dissemination System;

(vii) African statistical development: the road ahead and major challenges

in the year 2000 and beyond; and,

(viii) other selected issues, including, measurement, collection and compilation of

HIV/AIDS statistics, poverty statistics in Africa, selected indicators for

sustainable development, good practices for technical cooperation in

statistics.

2. The Sub-Committee called upon the secretariat to undertake a number of activities. This

document reports on the implementation of some of activities that were addressed to the

secretariat for implementation, the constraints experienced as well as some corrective measures

for a better and effective achievement of the objectives of the sub-Committee.

II. Follow-up activities

(a) Implementation of the Addis Plan of Action for Statistical Development in

Africa in the 1990s

3. Under this agenda item, the Sub-committee reviewed the recommendations of the Plan in

relation with: (a) the evaluation of the implementation of the AAPA; (b) the improvement of the

quality of the statistical production in Africa; (c) the need to integrate the functional relations

between the different actors intervening in the statistical activities, namely, the producers, the

users and the legislators; (d) the participation and the cooperation with sub-regional institutions

such as AFRISTAT, ECOWAS, SADC, COMESA, etc., and the coordination of the technical

cooperation in statistics, through the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical

Development (CASD). Member States were also urged to include a sound statistical component

in their various programs and plans, and to exchange their experiences in statistical legislation

in order to define a regional prototype adaptable to the various countries. As for the sensitization

on the importance of statistics and the mobilization around the current relevant topics, the

choice of the themes for the celebration of the African Statistics Day would henceforth be

directed towards subjects which were not covered by the Plan during its implementation period. .

The secretariat was called upon to choose the theme in good time to allow for adequate and

timely preparation of the celebration.
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4. Of the recommendations made under this agenda item the secretariat was able to complete

the evaluation of the AAPA presented to the Task Force held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 23

to 24 April 2001, followed by the Tenth meeting of CASD, 25 - 26 April 2001 which

considered and endorsed the evaluation report after revising and improving certain aspects of it.

The report covers extensively the recommendations made by CODI-las summarized in para 3

above.

5. An ad hoc expert group meeting on the organization and management on National

Statistical Offices (NSO) is also planned to take place from 5 to 9 November 2001. That

meeting will address some of the concerns expressed at CODI-1, specifically those relating to

statistical legislation.

(b) Evaluation of the activities of the Coordinating Committee on African

Statistical Development (CASD)

6. The Sub-Committee pointed out the positive role played by donors in support of the work

of CASD. However, it noted a lack of commitment on the part of African Directors of Statistics

in their participation in the annual meetings of CASD and the CODI Sub-Committee on

Statistics. There was therefore a need to find ways to improve attendance at those sessions.

7. Following the first meeting of CODI and taking into account these constraints, donors

increased their support to CASD. Consequently, the secretariat was able to complete the

evaluation of the AAPA and also organize a fully funded 10th meeting of CASD and its Task
Force, with the support of the Department for International Development (DFID) of the United

Kingdom. Indeed, during the last months of 1999, PARIS21 came into existence, after the 9th
meeting of CASD. At the 10th session of CASD, PARIS21 was invited to participate and has,
since its establishment, spearheaded the statistical capacity building in Africa. The World Bank

has set-up a Trust Fund for Statistical Capacity Building (TFSCB), for which US$5 millions are

already committed. The TFSCB is a global facility managed by the World Bank on behalf of

donors to help member countries improve their statistical systems through financing technical

assistance programmes and projects. Both the Bank and PARIS21 have supported the Working

Group of CODI-2 on strengthening statistical capacity for poverty monitoring on 3 September

2001, an input into the current meeting.

(c) Implementation of the 1993 System of National Accounts (1993 SNA) in Africa

8. The Sub-Committee noted the unsatisfactory progress in the implementation of the 1993

SNA in Africa, and urged the African Governments to give the required attention to the matter

on a sustainable basis, by taking the appropriate steps in this context and ensuring that these tie

in pertinent medium and long-term strategies.

9. As a follow-up to these recommendations, the secretariat continued with its capacity

building activities and organized, with the support of partners, three workshops on the

implementation of the 1993 SNA. These include the following: Workshop on corporate

accounts within the framework of the 1993 SNA (20-24 March 2000); Workshop on the

implementation of the 1993 SNA, with emphasis on the household sector (20-24 November

2000); Workshop on international economic and social classifications (27 November to 1st

December 2000). Details on the content and the attendance on these workshops are provided in

the companion document on the ECA Statistical activities.
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10. The Korean Assistance project, which had a national accounts component, continued to

provide funds to programme started in 1995 aimed at addressing implementation of institutional

sector accounts.

11. The computerization of the compilation of national accounts and of statistical activities, at

large, will be intensified in order to have timely, accurate and comparable national accounts.

12. The secretariat will continue to provide technical assistance to the countries of the region,

while bilateral and multilateral cooperation agencies are invited to launch a five-year

multifaceted and coordinated regional assistance programme for the implementation of the 1993

SNA, with emphasis on the compilation of institutional sector accounts. In this connection,

work and experience accomplished in Mozambique provide a best practices example for

emulation by donors and other African countries. The Mozambique works represents a break

through in terms of comprehensiveness, technical rigor, the training aspects and its forward

looking thrust in terms of responsiveness to policy needs.

(d) Status report on integrated household survey programmes in Africa since the

1980s

13. The secretariat was invited to assist member States in defining a core programme of

surveys to be integrated in a system of household survey programmes and to provide technical

assistance in data collection, processing and dissemination. The promotion of south-south

cooperation and technical assistance among African countries were also recommended,

especially in reviewing the institutional arrangements for the provision of such assistance. An

intergovernmental working group was planned to address issues affecting the successful

implementation of integrated household surveys and establish a strategy for revitalizing and

strengthening integrated household survey programmes in African countries.

14. The secretariat was not able to implement any of the activities of the recommendations of

the Sub-Committee under this item. The activities were included in the programme budget, but

because ofresource constraints the recommendations remained unimplemented.

15. However, with the launching of an intership programme in DISD, the secretariat DISD did

some analytical work on integrated households surveys. The first aim was to provoke and

collect feedback on data conception and management of household surveys by capturing

expenditures level predictor techniques in order to test the robustness of Core Welfare

Indicators Questionnaires (CWIQ), applied in Ghana and other African countries. The tools

used are regression models of different types. There is also an on-going analytical work to

explain the multidimensional aspects of poverty. The principal components analysis tolls are

applied to integrated households surveys data sets and the poverty indicators derived from the

poverty profiles, the typical and basic consumption behaviors and socio-demographic variables.

The final result will be a list of explanatory variables to be used in poverty prediction models.

16. A Database covering available African Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) has also

been developed by the secretariat. It presents data on 29 countries and 48 surveys (13 more

surveys have been conducted or are being conducted in 2000 or 2001 and are about to be

published). It presents 82 selected indicators for each survey at national and rural levels. It



E/ECA/DISD/CODI.2/13

Page 4

enables print reports and export functions. Work is currently being done to improve the database

by expanding the list of indicators (to 136) and to harmonize them rigorously among the

different national cases.

17. DISD is working on a database on household living standard surveys. This database aims

at giving a comprehensive view on poverty profiles and inequality in different African countries

and at different levels: urban/rural and regional - the latter level presenting data quality

difficulties. It presents for each country different poverty and inequality indicators and also

thematic modules giving indicators by expenditure quintiles related to issues like education and

literacy, households expenditure and amenities, and other socio-demographic aspects.

(e) Institutional capacity building

18. Unfortunately, the secretariat couldn't take full advantage of the opportunity offered by the

joint ADB/IMFAVorld Bank Training Institute established in Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire, to

strengthen the statistical training capacities. This was one of the recommendations contained in

the paragraphs 242, 243 and 244 of the « Report on Statistical Training in Africa: the statistical

training programme in Africa, its evaluation and future », and revisited in the evaluation of

AAPA for a revitalization of STPA.

(f) General Data Dissemination System (GDDS)

19. The Sub-Committee recommended to the member States to subscribe to the GDDS, taking

into account the peculiar situation of each subscriber. IMF and the other partners, including

ECA were urged for a close involvement ofNSO in the implementation process of the GDDS in

order to generate more domestic support and resources for NSO. The activities of the secretariat

in that area during the period under review was limited to participation, as resource person, in a

workshop jointly organized in Bamako, Mali, from 27 March to 10 April 2001, by the IMF,

AFRISTAT and the World Bank. The purpose of the workshop was to assist member countries

of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) wishing to participate in the

GDDS to prepare GDDS metadata.

(g) Collection, compilation and measurement of HIV/AIDS statistics, environment

and poverty statistics in Africa

20. Due to resource constraints, both financial and human, the secretariat was unable to

undertake statistical activities related to data collection, compilation and measurement of

HIV/AIDS statistics. However, the secretariat has participated in the recent initiatives on

poverty measurement, analysis and eradication One of these was in promoting poverty

monitoring and measurement in the theme for the 2000 African Statistics Day,, and participating

in the celebration activities in Uganda. Other related activities include workshops on poverty

monitoring in collaboration with PARIS21 and the World Bank (CASD Task Force on poverty,

PRSP preparation process in SADC countries and in the Horn of Africa). A working group on

strengthening statistical capacity for poverty monitoring organized jointly by ECA, PARIS21,

the World Bank and other partners has just been completed and recommendations arising there

from are before the meeting.

21. As for environment statistics, two workshops have been organized on environment

accounting, indicators and statistics. One for English speaking countries and the one for French

speaking countries.
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III. Conclusion

22. The major assignment during the period under review and since the meeting of the first Sub-

Committee on Statistics was the evaluation of the AAPA, which has been successfully

completed and the report submitted to the present session. The need of coordination of statistical

activities at the sub-regional and other levels remains of highest priority. In that context the

report on the evaluation has called for the need to address this issue and in a paper prepared by

the secretariat that need is highlighted and proposals have been tabled for the consideration of the Sub-

Committee.


